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| NTRODUCTI ON

Nel son Mandel a and a del egation of the African National Congress Visited Ireland on 1
and 2 July 1990, at the invitation of the Irish Governnent. Dublin Corporation. and the
Irish Anti-Apartheid Movenent. In the short period of his visit. he nade an indelible

i npression on all who saw and heard him and received many tributes to his heroic
struggl e on behal fofthe people of South Africa.

"To have Nel son Mandela in our midst" said the Ceann Comhairle M. Sezin Treaey TD

when wel com ng the ANC Deputy President to the Dail. "is a source of great pride and joy.
We are proud to welcone to Ireland a man of i ndom tabl e courage and shining integrity. a
man who has worked tirelessly so that his people can have basic rights, a man who has
suffered grievously under the unjust systemthat is apartheid."

The Lord Mayor, Al derman Senator Sezin Haughey, recalled the words of his predecessor

in office when he welcomed M. and Ms. Mndela. "The nane of Nel son Mandela." Lord

Mayor Ben Briscoe had said. "shone like a beacon light in the darkness of bigotry.
oppression. injustice. racism a light illumnating the dark recesses of mans i nhumanity
to man. nowhere nore explicit and Vile than in the evil that is apartheid."

The t housands of people who gat hered outside the Mansion House on 1 July, when Nel son
Mandel a at | ast received the Freedomof the Cty of Dublin. two years after it was
awarded to him made their enthusiasmvery plain. 1n brilliant sunshine. Duhliners and
people fromall over Ireland cheered the ANC party, and waved ANC Hags. They were
del i ghted when M. Mandela referred to the success of "your wonderful football teanmf. and
joined enthusiastically in the anthem of the oppressed people of South Africa Nkos
Sikelel’ i-Afrika, God Bless Africa.

Time and again, M. Mandel a thanked the Irish people, the Governnent. and the Irish
Anti - Apartheid Movenent for their unstinting support. Constantly he enphasised the

need for that support to continue. "W have cone here", he told the crowds outside the
Mansi on House, "to invite you to walk with us on the last mle of our protracted struggle

We have cone here to thank you for not forgetting us. W have cone here to encourage
you to hold steadfast."
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Hi s zippczil did not go unzmswcrcd. Dcputy Scz’m Ti’ cacy, recalling the numerous occasion
S

on which thc Dziil had cxprcsscd its total zihhori’cncc of’ the systemof"” apartheid stat
ed

t hat :

"W 21nd thc pcoplc ol’ li'clznmd rcjcct 21 systcm which robs

the mpjority ofthc population ol’its |’ unclzincntzil rights

and which sccks t0 cstzihlish 21 i’ cginc hziscd (mntialist
principl cs.

"W will cmitinuc It) support thc cuusc iil’thc oppressed

pcoplcs nl’ South Ali’iczi until ttll Simh Ali’icuns arc

allin dcd fi’'ccdom:md cquzilitv. and the right to ptirticiputc in

thc political zill’ziirs til’thcii’ country iicgzn' cllcss ul’clziss m

col oui ’ .’

"I'lwi) thenes run thi’iiugh Il M: MliIndclzis zitltli’csscs inlI’Cillltl. Againillld
again hc

cnphusi sctl thc ncccl lin' i’cemicilitition. 21nd lin' thc pcticclitl i’cstiltitiimtil"

ctmlict. "Ilhcrc

is nothingr Iwttcr thzmupptncnts sitting (ltmin It) resiilve tlicir pi’iihlems in @1 pcz
iccl’ul

nemecer. " hc told the pi'css. :ml Ititci’ i'citci’zitctl thc position of thc ANC which wa

s in

linoui’ (il’un cntl It) mmneitlc (lczith :mywhci’c. Violcncc should stop and all cnncc

rnctl. as

WITLilTESHtriltbbemst) > CC Q)L Lo SEEQYLEE el 2aeh)’ 1e)elHITL)IISIT petictn®
L1l

The two thents Iimtl noving cxpressiiinin M: Miiitlclus zitldress It) the Il whce
n hc

i'cczillctl WI Yczitsl I'ciir IIlill "ttmlung :1 sucitilicc can makc :1 sttnt of thc hc
mti’: M.

Meiiitlclzi insistctl though thzit tho tipprcssctl pciiple til’Stiuth Ali'icii i’'ctiiiiic
tl thcir low M

humanity in spitc iil’ull thcy had sul’l’crctl. and that thcy rcliisttl to cmilzitc thc
vi nl oncc

cmtl hzn'hzil’ity til'thcir tipzirthcitl opprcssms.

It is this commitnent It) pcticc that. 21s thc (lczinn (Itiinhziirlc said, has hccn of vi
t al

iiiiptirtziiit’c in bringing hath si(lcs togcthci’ md in avoiding "thc spccti’c til’ Sou
th Ali’iczi

split into two hostilc canps; blacks on the mic sitlc 11m whitcs on tho Othciz" It has a
I so

brought closci’ thc itlczils iil’thc Frccdm (lhtirtci’ zitloptcd ill the Congress ol ’'thc
Pcopl c on

26 JUN 19:36. (inc ol’ thc "gi’'czit (locuncnts ()I’ history" as thc Lord Mayor called it.
It is worth rcczilling thc opcning phrziscs (if this docunment. which has inspired the Afr
i can

National (longrcss and mllions ()I'South Al"i’iczins ol’zill i’ziccs.
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We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country

and the world to know

That South Africa belongs to all who live init, black and

white, and that no governnment can justly claimauthority

unless it is based on the will of the people;

That only a denocratic state, based on the will of the

peopl e, can secure to all their birthright w thout distinction

of colour, race, sex or belief.

These ideals now, for the first time, ook to be within the gTasp Of the people. The Iris
h

Anti - Apartheid Movenent is publishing M. Mndel a’'s speeches both as a tribute to M.
Mandel a’s role and in the belief that his words will stinulate further and nuch-needed
support for the work of the African National Congress in the final stages of the struggle
to

overt hrow apart hei d.

Let us walk the last mle of the struggle with the people of South Africa, as Nel son
Mandel a invited us to do, so that the spectre of apartheid and racialismcan finally be
exorci sed and South Africa take its place anong the free nations of the world.

Loui se Asmal 28 August. 1990

Hon. Secretary

Irish Anti-Apartheid Myvenent

A
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ADDRESS TO DAI L ElI REANN

Monday 2 July 1990

A Cheann Conhairle, a Thaoisigh, Deputies and Senators, Friends, Ladies and

Gentlermen: | nust first apol ogi se because | have over the last day or two devel oped a
heavy cold, but the stirring reception we have received both fromthe Governnment and the
peopl e of Ireland has warmed nmy heart and every vessel in nmy body. It is with a feeling o

f

great privilege that we stand here today to address this House. W know that the
invitation you extended to us to speak fromthis podiumis one that is rarely extended to
a

visitor, even one who cones to you as the guest of the head of Government. 1 thank you
nost sincerely for the honour you have bestowed on me individually, on our organisation

the African National Congress, as well as the struggling people of South Africa.

We recognise in the possibility you have thus given us the reaffirmation by the menbers

of this House and the great Irish people whomyou represent, of your conplete rejection o

f

the apartheid crinme agai nst humanity, your support for our endeavours to transform

South Africa into a united, denocratic, non-racial and non-sexist country, your |ove and
respect for our nmovenent and the millions of people it represents. W know that the joy

wi th which you have received us and the respect for our dignity you have denonstrat ed,

cone al nbst as second nature to a people who were thenselves victinms of colonial rule for

centuries.

We know that your desire that the di senfranchised of our country should be heard in this
House and throughout Irel and derives fromyour deternination, born of your experience,

that our people should, |ike yourselves, be free to govern thensel ves and to determn ne

their destiny. The warm feeling that envel ops us as we stand here is therefore but the

affinity which bel ongs to peopl es who have suffered in conmon and who are tied together
by unbreakabl e bonds of friendship and solidarity.

The very fact there is today an independent Irish State, however long it took to realise

t he

nobl e goals of the Irish people by bringing it into being, confirms the fact that we too

shal

beconme a free people; we too shall have a country which will, as the great Irish patriots

said in the proclanmation of 1916, cherish all the children of the nation equally.

The outstanding Irish poet, WIlliamButler Yeats, has witten that too long a sacrifice c

an

make a stone of the heart. He spoke thus because he could feel within hinself the pain of

(YPPUHI " 1" I C
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the suffering that Irish men and wonmen of consci ence had had to endure in centuries of
struggl e agai nst an unrelenting tyranny. But then he al so spoke of" |ove, of the |ove of
these whose warm hearts the oppressors sought to turn to stone. the love of their country
and people, and. in the end. the |ove of humanity itself.

For three quarters of a century, under the |eadership of the ANC, our own peopl e have
thensel ves confronted a racist tyranny which grew nore stubborn with each passing day.

It had to be our lot that even as we refused to take up arns to save lives, we still had
to

bury many martyrs who were shot down or tortured to death sinply because they dared to
cry freedom

The apartheid systemhas killed countl ess nunbers, not only in our country but

t hroughout Southern Africa. It has condemed to the gallows some ol the best sons of our
people. It has inprisoned sone and driven others into exile. Even those whose only desire
was to live, have had their lives cut short because apartheid nmeans the systematic and
consci ous deprivation and i npoverishnment ofthe hlaek mllions.

It could have been that our own hearts turned to stone. It could have heen that we

i nscri bed vengeance on our hanners ol ' hattle and resolved to nmeet brutality with brutalit
y.

But we understood that oppression dehurmani ses the oppressoi’ as it hurts the oppressed.
We understood that to ermulate the hai’'hai’ity ot’ the tyrant would also transformus into
savages. W knew that we would sully and degrade our cause it we allowed that it shoul d.

at any stage. hoi’'row anything: |’'romthe practices ol’ the oppi’esnr. W had to refuse t
hat
()I'l'1” Tong saei’ilice should make a stone ol’ otn’ hearts.

We are in struggle heeziuse we value lite and love all humanity. The |ihei’ated South Al
"iea

we envision is one in which all our people, hoth hlaek and white. will he one to the othe
r

hrother and sister. W see heing’ horn 21 united South African nation ol’ egnal conpatri ot
S.

enriched hy the diversity ol’the colour and culture ol’the citizens who nake up the whol e
Thi s cannot cone about until South Ali’iea beconmes a denocratic eounti’'y. We. therefore,

i nsist that evei’lx hody should have the right to vote w thout discrimnation on any grou
nds

what mever. Equally. all adult South Ali’ieans should have the right to he elected to al
organs ol’ G wernment w thout any ai’'tilieial hindrances heing put in their way.



TO safeguard the freedom of the individual, we will insist that the denpcratic constituti
on

shoul d be reinforced with an entrenched bill of rights which should be enforced b; an

i ndependent and representative judiciary. At the sanme tine. all our people will be free t
0

formand join any party of their choice within the context ofa nmulti-pai’ty political sys
tem

The struggle we are waging is also for the econom c transformati on of our country. The
systemto which we are heii’ was designed and operates for the benefit of the white
mnority at the expense of the black majority. Clearly the situation cannot be allowed to
E

BELOW

T/1U ??mi scarli Charles J.

Haug/uiv. Tl). Dr. Mane

[1i/lury, Nv/snz Mandel a.

and President [li/lvry

(1114; 118 (1n Uae/zl ardin.
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continue in which mllions know nothing but the corrosive ache of hunger, in which

countl ess nunbers of children die and are deformed as a result of being afflicted by
kwashi mi kor and ot her di seases of poverty. MIlions are today w thout jobs and w thout
 and. Not hing awaits them except death from starvation and want.

We nust al so nake this point very clear that no political settlenment in South Africa,
however denocratic and just, can take hold and survive, if nothing is done radically to

i nprove the standard of living and the quality of life of all our people, and especially
the

bl ack masses of our country. This will inevitably denand that the econony shoul d achi eve
significant rates of growth, while it undergoes a process of restructuring and a
real l ocation of resources to ensure prosperity and equity.

After many years of struggle, during which many in our country and regi on have paid the
supreme sacrifice. it appears that our country is set on the path towards a negoti ated
political settlement.This is a goal which our novenent has pursued throughout the 78

years of its existence. In the past, however hard we knocked at the door of the powers th
at

be in our country. that door renained | ocked and barred. Inspired by the arrogance of
raci sm successive white minority reginmes held fast to the view that they coul d. through

the use of brute force, maintain the tyranny of white mnority dom nation forever.

But you know this nore than we do, that no power on earth, even when it commts the
sacrilege Of invoking God' s blessing for its inhuman cause, as did the apartheid regine.
can defeat a people that is determined to liberate itself. Nothing can stop the evolution
of

humanity towards the condition of greater and ever expanding freedom While the voice of
an individual can be condemmed to silence by death, inprisonment and confinement the
spirit that drives people to seek liberty can never be still ed.

The struggl e of our people so nagnificently supported and reinforced by your solidarity
actions and those of" the rest of’ the international comunity, have obliged the South

African Governnment to recognise the validity ()fthese truths. President de Kl ei’'k has com
e

to understand that the apartheid systemcan no | onger hold and. at our instance, has
accepted that he and his col |l eagues nust enter into dialogue with the genui ne
representatives of the people to find a peaceful solution to the conflict in our country.
We

have taken the first steps in this process leading to the situation in which the obstacle

sto

negotiations will be renoved.

a

OPPCSI TE:

Th e il/linister for Foreign

Affairs Gerard C ()Ilins TD

and u’ e/wnmng party (If

the airport: svenes from

1/20 lunch given by the

| AAlVI and the | FTU.
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A good start has indeed been nade. Furthernore. we do not doubt the integrity of

President de Klerk and his fellow | eaders and are convinced that they are comrmitted to
honour all agreements that nmay he arrived at during the process of negotiations. Despite
this. we should not m stake the prom se of’ehange for change itself. The reality is that
t he

apartheid system continues. Qur country continues to be ruled by a white mnority

regime. Al the fundanental features of the South African racist systemremain

unchanged. In other words, no profound and irreversibl e changes have taken place | eading
to the final abolition ofthe apartheid system

In addition. nany anong our white conpatriots are still determned to resist change at a
I

costs. Arns in hand. they are ready to drown the nasses of our people in a bloodbath to
save the systemof white mnority rule. assert the permanence of the crimnal and
insulting ideol ogy of white supremacy and ensure the further entrenehnment of white
privilege. None can, therefore. guarantee the process of negotiations will soon inevitab
y

lead to the Victory ofthe denocratic cause.

It is for these reasons that the struggle against the apartheid system nust continue. In
this regard, we would like to extend our thanks to the Taoi seueh. the CGovernnent and the
peopl e of Ireland for the enornmous contribution you have nade to the internationa
struggle for the isolation of apartheid South Africa. We salute you for the | eadership yo
u

have given only recently within the European Conmunity to ensure that pressure agai nst
the apartheid systemis naintained. W reiterate that we nust continue to keep the
pressure on until such time 215 the people of’ South Afrieu thensel ves signal that the tim
e

for change has cone.

For nmore than a quarter of a century your country has had one of’ the npbst energetic and
effective anti-apartheid novenents in the world. Irishmen and wonen have given

whol ehearted and often sacrificial support for our struggle in the fields of econonic,
cultural and Sports relations. We. therefore. salute your sportspeople. especially the ru
gby

pl ayers. your witers and artists and the Dunnes’ and ot her workers. They will not be
forgotten by the nasses of our people

We ask that you stay the course with us, we need your support for the denpcratic
perspectives that we represent. W need your support to generate the material resources
we need to repatriate and resettle those of our conpatriots who were forced into exile an
d

t0 reintegrate into our communities the political prisoners who will be rel eased. W need
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financial resources to help us carry out the nassive political work anmong all sectors of
our

popul ati on that has to acconpany the process of negotiations. W need resources to

reconstruct the AN C which has been an illegal organisation for 30 years. W trust that.
as

in the past, you will stand with us until our conmon Victory is achieved.

In future, we will also need to institute inportant measures to reconstruct the economy o
f

our country along the lines that we have already indicated. W shall require your co-
operation in this as well, so that we build a systemof relations that will be of nutua

benefit to both our peoples and that will seek to ensure that the conditions are renoved
when raci smcan once nore inpose itself on our people and those of Southern Africa as a
whol e.

We would also like to take this opportunity to convey to you our thanks for everything yo
u

did to secure our release fromprison. Even behind the thick prison walls of South Africa
'S

maxi mum security jails we heard your voices demandi ng our release. So strong did that

call becone that we knew that, contrary to the wi shes of our jailers, we would return and
as you can see, we have returned.

Qur reception in this House and outside is a noving indication that the Irish Parlianent
and people will stay the course with us, recognising that while apartheid remains. while
South Africa is unfree, the community of nations and the conscience of the world can
never be at peace. This gives us enormous strength and assures us of the certainty of our
conmmon Victory. That Victory will cone sooner rather than later. Together we will win.

A standi ng ovation was accorded to M. Mndela on the conclusion of his address.

)1






ADDRESS TO THE LUNCH HOSTED BY THE | Rl SH CONGRESS OF TRADE UNI ONS

AND THE | RI SH ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT

Sunday 1 July 1990

(M. Mandel a spoke without notes and the foll owi ng speech has been transcribed fromyv

tape).

M. Chairman, nmenbers of the Executive Conmmittee of the Irish Congress of Trade

Uni ons, nenbers of the Executive Commttee of the Irish Anti-Apartheid Mvenent, and

ot her di stingui shed guests:

I thank you all for the unswerving support which you have given us in the course of our
anti-apartheid struggle over the years. Qur visit here is, in nore instances than one. th
e

fulfillment of a | ong dream

It may surprise you that in the course of our struggle, especially in the search for the
nost

effective forms of action which we would use in our own situation, the struggle of the Ir
i sh

peopl e and the heroes and heroi nes whi ch have been produced in the course of the

struggl e of the people of Ireland have served as a trenmendous inspiration for our own

struggle. This has been the case in assessing the relevance and the effectiveness of the
boycott weapon in our own circunstances.

We have been greatly noved by the consistent support which you have given us over the
last thirty years. In particular, we renenber the unprecedented stand taken by the OPI W’
[ 131

Dunnes strikers, who for two and a half years staged a very effective picket against the
N/ St)" M’ fd(’ I (" W /1

menbers 0/ HM | AAM

sal e of South African goods in this country. W know the sacrifices they underwent; some
Emv m and f MM mm

of themlost their JObS, and the hardshl ps which were 1lnvolved are well known to you. But
Mandel a Irish I fmuplirm

what struck us nost was that nenbers of the | abour novenent, so many thousands of (Vrnem

tlcv.

mles away fromus, felt a sense of commtnent to the struggl e agai nst racial oppression

in South Africa.

We al so know that many Irish sportsmen and artists have refused to visit South Africa

whil st apartheid renmains in place. We are particularly aware of the refusal by severa

prom nent rugby players not to play in South Africa.

Al-
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We know too that it was the |1lish Congress of ’'1V121d11 Unions which first recogni sed the

South At’1'iltin (Vongi’ess 11tlTlade Unions. and that (VOSATL'. which is now t he biggest

1211111111 tedel’ation in 11ul’ 1'111111t1'y. has received t1' enendl1111ls suppnit fromthe
| 1i sh (Vongress

of Trade Unions.

We therefore leg211ld 11lul’sel 1' es as being anpngst conrades in the snuggle. anong)l 11lul

own

sisters and bl Ot hels, anfl111g11ull111’n flesh and bl ood.

Apartheid is a tragedy. It has led to a great deal of hardship and suffei’ing in which

children, wonen and el derly people perish for no other reason than that we are

demandi ng. in our own eQuntl’'y. the right to detelnmine our own affairs. It is a tlagedy a

nd

it must be destroyed, but as has been said ad nauseamthere is a 3111111 lining in every

cloud. One of the lesults of the application of apaltheid in 11111 eOuntl'y has been to u
nite

the entire 11’ 1111d agai nst apartheid, black and white. countlies with different histl1lll

ca

and cul tui’al backgrounds. that speak diffei’ent |anguages. that have many diffel enees

amongst thensel ves. On the question 111" the fight f111 basic human rights in general. an

d

in particular in South Africa. they speak with one voice. W have experienced this in the

tOul 11f" the Eui’ opean continent. W cane up against a gll1l’ elnlnent which took 21 diffe
rent

position fi’omus initially in the course (1f’ disl’ 11ssi11n but at the 11nd 11fthe discus

sion we 0’11t

the inplessilln that the gaps that had existed het1l 111111 us had been ellnsi delabl 1’
nal"1,11111el if not leduled altllgethel . and this 1121s denonstrated in the vote in the
Eulllpean Pailiament 111 St1’'21sh1111111 when the 111s11111tilln to mmintain sanctions wa

S

adopted by 177 votes to only 47 at'tei’ we had addressed it. There was 21 consensus betwe

en

what were regarded 21s the liberals and the 1’'11nsell’ 21ti 1 es in the Etn’ npean Parli anen

t.

Then themwas the Dublin Sunmit. The 1'11s11111ti1l1n that was passed there coul d al nost
have been drawn up by (V1inl’' ade ()lil el '1V211111111.1t was excellent diplomatic 1llahs

tie and

suppl11ti 1’11 oi the peace illitiatiles that 11111 111111 in notion in 11111 el1111nt1’ 1.

We al'e 1'el’y

nmll1l' h 211121111 of the 1’ 11nt1li ht1ti 11n which was made by the Vlinistel t111' PV11111ign
Atfail' s V11.

Collins, and of 1'11111s11t the Tani seach, ML. Haughev. W know that they made a vita

Cl111tlihutilln tO the 111'1111111ssi1’ e lesl11l 11ti11ln which was adopted at the Elllllpea
n Comunity

summt meetiml in June.

You are entitled to know the latest political developnents in 11111 1’ Ountly. D scussions
are

continui ng between the ANC and the Governnent and channels 11f1' 01111nuni eati on have

been opened between 11111sell’es and the Gl11' ellllnent.

0/1/111s/1'1; :

(111121211122111 O Reil/ly (1nd

Dzmes strikers nake a

presentation 111 1'V 11/s1111

Mandel a.

()111111s/ 21’ 11x

Loui se Asnizll. Pelel

("rms’ells, Wnnie Mandel a

Nel son Mandel a.

Jimmy Blair.






18

VWhen the (hwernment hans political organisations and makes it conpletely inpossible for
tree political activity to take place no matter how peaceful and disciplined. and when th
ey

intensify the oppression. no proud people can told their arnms. It was for that reason we
were conpelled to turn to violence but you will notice that since 1986 armed operations
n

our country have been seal ed down. That was done by us because in 1986 we approached

the CGovernment and asked themto sit down and explore a negotiated settlenent with us.

W were net with humliating and insultingr conditions which the Governnent sought to

i npose on us. W refused and pointed out that we were not comng to themwth cap in
hand. W are an independent organi sation which has fought the Governnent with all its

m ght. has fought back very courageously. and is still prepared to do so if they are not
prepared to sit down and talk to us. W ask what is the use of’ slaughtering one another
when we can settle our differences through di scussion

The Governnent has ultinmately accepted this position and they have agreed to sit down
and tal k. These talks started in My.

But what | want you to understand is that that initiative cane fromthe ANC and the

ANC al one If anybody wants to give credit for this initiative, if’anyhody wants to reward
anybody for this initiative. that reward nust be given to the architects of’ this initiat
ive.

and not to those who nerely responded to our initiative

Nevert hel ess we want no reward. The reward nust be given to the people of’ South Africa
as a whole. black and white. in the spirit that there should never be Vietors or |osers:
neither the G wernnent nor the ANC should be rietors or losers. the people of’ South
Africa should he the winners. That was the principle on which we conducted these

di scussi ons.

The di scussions were eninently sneeessf’ nl because they were designed to renove the
obstacles to negotiations, the release of’ political prisoners. the end of political tria
Is. the

lifting,i of" the state of" emergency. and the repeal of’ certain repressive |laws which w
e

identified. W reached agreenent on all these and then set up a working group conposed

of equal nenbers of’ the (hwernment and the ANC to find the nodalities for renoving
these obstacles at the earliest possible tinme. W asked themto report to us by 21 Muy.
They have done so.

(Il ltus’ 1’1" lal’

Inseriptiimin H e (r’uesfs’

Book at Hie Ber/celer (burr

Hiittl.
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VWen | return we will have another neeting between the two organi sations. The aimw ||

be to renpve these obstacl es and address the question of’ howto identify the people who
are going to be entrusted with the task of drawing up a new constitution

W& want peace in the country. W want peace in such a way as not to drive the

Governnent against the wall. W want an honourabl e peace and for that reason we have a
great deal of respect for President de Klerk who is the first white | eader in the country
who has faced the reality of our situation, and who has honestly tried to address the
country’s problenms with us.

The road ahead is very |long. but we have the confidence that we will be able to reach our
goal. M de Klerk and | are in constant comunication. W neet as man to nman. The
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issue that will face us in the next neeting is one that will produce stark difficulties
because the Governnent’s position and ours are totally different. The Governnent’s
position is that the | eaders who work within government political structures nust be
11110l 1’ ed in negotiations. Theie ale a host of homel and | eaders who are working with the
1101 elllnlent and meki ng use of apaltheid against their own people Secondly now that we
are negoti ating organi sati ons have rmushroomed which claimmillions of nenbers

olgani sati ons which were nel’ el heard of pl' el .iously The argunment of the Gol’ lelnnellt
is

that thel nust be inl"ol led, so that right fromthe beginning the ANCwill be in a
nlinolit 1.

We have told the Government that we are not going to accept that. The only way of

i dentifying the people who can be entrusted with this work is to have them denocratically
el ected in non-1laci al elections. Because the ANC was banned. its |eaders driven into ex
l e

011 thrown intojail. and those who remai ned inside the country gagged. the ANC coul d not
participate in racial elections throughout the country. But ever since nmy conrades and 1
came out ofjail we have had rallies such as have never been seen in the history of 0111
country. There is no doubt which organisation has the support of the people.

Al sorts of reports have been made about the strength of the ANC. There are

organi sations |like the PAC and AZAPO which claimto be |iberation novenents and which
have claimed to have the sane inpact and | evel of support as the ANC

1 would Iike to nmention just one instance which shows the actual situation in the country

I am quoting here figures which | have seen in the course of talks. figures which have
been given by the nass nedia, by people who have not been so friendly to us. As you
know 16 June is conmenorated in 0111 country by the entire popul ati on because that is
the day in 1976 when the youth of’ the country denponstrated against the decision of the
CGovernment to conpel instruction in black schools through Afrikaans. the |anguage of the
oppi ' essor. The youth rose up against this, and in the course of a peaceful denpbnstration
the police opened fire and a young boy 0115 was kill ed and ot hers wounded. Since then we
have comenorated this day.

This 16 June three organi sations, the ANC, the PAC and AZAPO cal |l ed three separate
denonstrations. Accordingr to the mass nedia, the PAC only succeeded in having 2, 500.
AZAPO had 3000. while the ANC. according to police estinates. had between 60.000 and
75,000 people. It is the conventional press, the conservative press that are saying that
hardly any organi sation has dared to call a neeting since we returned from prison

OPPCsI TE:

Li berty Hall. Dublin



because they know that the response they would get

woul d never conpare to the ANC

Nevert hel ess we have not taken up a position that we are
the only organisation. W say we are only one of the mmjor
pl ayers, that there are many organi sations and that the
test nust be in non-racial elections throughout the
country. That is our position

We are al so addressing the question of black unity and we
have done extrenely well. There are six honel and | eaders,
peopl e who are working within governnent structures: we
have won over five of these and they are working closely
with us. Before we left for the negotiations with the
CGovernment in Cape Town we discussed tactics with them
and they backed us up fully. After the neeting we reported
to them and they accepted our report; indeed they went
further and said they regarded the ANC as the

organi sation for peace. That is the position in our country.
We are al so concerned about the position of M de Klerk
because we feel that any nmove that may underm ne his

own position will be counterproductive. W are therefore
addressing the right wing, the people who are presently
arm ng thensel ves particularly for the purpose of
destroying the ANC. W are talking to them because we

are commtted to peace, and we are now niobilising the
entire country around the question of peace.

We are the organisation therefore that requires support
nore than ever before because we have taken the task
which in many ways nakes us the governnment of the

country before we even take power. Only if we can
nobi | i se the people of South Africa around the question of
peace, and only if the South Africans can sit down and

di scuss and address their own problens can a new Sout h
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Africa he built. This is the task that is being undertaken by the ANC

That is why we need your support. W want support which will not be given to

organi sations which ook after a nultiplicity of projects, but we want support which cone
S

directly to us which we can control. It is only in this way that we can successfully
undertake the task of reorganising the country.

Lastly | want to bring you greetings fromthe African National Congress and from our
Presi dent Conrade A iver Tanmbo. For the reasons | have outlined we have a specia
relationship with the Governnent and the people of Ireland. For that reason our
President felt that he and our organisation nust greet you, and we |l ook forward to
continued support fromyou now, as well as when a new South Africa has been built.
W are sure we can travel this last nile together and that we will work together in
bui |l ding a new Sout h Afri ca.
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ADDRESS TO A SPECI AL MEETI NG OF DUBLIN CI TY COUNCI L

held in the OGak Room Mansion House

Sunday 1 July

“"Lord Mayor Al dernman Senator Seen Haughey, Al dernen, Councillors, distinguished

guests, conrades and friends, |adies and gentlenen.

It is our singular honour and pleasure to be in this historic city of Dublin and anobngst
our

own fl esh and bl ood.

My del egation, ny wife and | are noved by the fact that of the many honours conferred on
us whilst we were in prison, Dublin was the First capital city to give us the freedom W
have cone here to express our personal thanks to you for the pioneering role you have
played in the anti-apartheid struggle. Ms. Tanmbo two years ago received the Scroll on mny
behal f. | am now here to sign the Book of Fi’eenen.

The award was an expression of your solidarity with the people of South Africa in their
struggl e agai nst apartheid tyranny.

| am proud to have signed the Book of" Freemen, joining such a distinguished group

Dublin is special to us in South Africa because it has given us great support and has
solidly stood behind us in our struggle for freedom You have given refuge and aid to so
many South Africans, and for this we are deeply grateful. Congratul ati ons also to your
wonder ful football teamn

Qur country of South Africa is at the threshold of fundanmental and denocratic
transformation. This is so precisely because of the struggle ofoui’ people firmy support
ed

by the efforts of the international comunity. Political organisations have been unbanned

some political prisoners rel eased

Fol | owi ng our recent talks with the Governnent, our hopes for the future have been
raised. All this notwi thstanding, apartheid still remains in place. It is our comobn duty
and responsibility to ensure that apartheid is ended now W can achieve this by

mai ntai ning the pressure on the apartheid system In this context, we call for the

mai nt enance of sanctions against South Africa and solidarity with our struggle.
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ADDRESS TO THE CROADS QUTSI DE THE MANSI ON HOUSE

1 July 1990

Lord Mayor, Honourable Councillors Conrades and Friends, Sisters and Brothers:

We bring you warm greetings fromthe | eadership and nenbershi p of our organi sation

the African National Congress. the Mass Denbcratic Movenent. and the oppressed but
fighting people of South Africa. In particular, we bring you warmregards from our
President, diver Tanbo.

You t he people of Ireland have stood behind our struggle for many years. In prison, and
behind thick walls, we could hear your nessage of solidarity |loud and clear. You rallied
to

our cause when very few knew of our existence as a people. You supported our struggle
when many did not know of our trials and tribulations.

Thank you for being there when we needed you nost.

Qur country, South Africa, is entering a period of nomentous Changes. Possibilities for
fundanental and denocratic transformati on of our country now exist. This is so because
the people of South Africa. supported by your valiant efforts, have put up a determ ned
and relentl ess struggl e agai nst white dom nation

Though there is light at the end of the tunnel, the road ahead is still fraught with
dangers. The peaceful resolution of the apartheid question will in the end be deternined
by our common will and resolve to end apart hei d.

We have come here to invite you to walk with us this last mle of our protracted struggle

We have cone here to thank you for not forgetting us. W have cone here to encourage
you to hol d steadfast.

Let us all mmintain pressure on the apartheid systemuntil victory. Sanctions and ot her
forns of pressure nmust remain in place until the apartheid crime against humanity has
finally been |iquidated.

We are sure of your continued support and solidarity.

Thank you.






Blill()u',-XXl) OPPOSI TE;
Nel son Mandel a Unvrgm
fromH P Mansi on House
lo greet the vmu’' ds.






ADDRESS TO THE SALUTE TO MANDELA CONCERT

organi sed by the Irish Anti-Apartheid Myvenent

Gai ety Theatre

1 July 1990

Thi s speech was delivered on MhMandel a’'s behal f by his zuf’e Wnni e because. as she
expl ai ned, the Deputy President was exhausted fromhis long flight fromthe United States
to Irel and.

M's. Mandel a greeted the audi ence on behalf of’the struggling it’omen ()fSout/i Africa,
bl ack and white, and then (' (ntinued:

Leaders of the heroic Irish Anti-Apartheid Mowvenent. conrades and friends. sisters and
brothers. it is with boundless joy that we are anongst you this evening. W bring you
warm and fraternal greetings fromthe African National Congress W bring you warm
greetings fromthe Mass Denocratic Movenent, and indeed, our entire enbattled peQple.

Qur President Conrade diver Tanbo sends his best regards. We are nore than pleased to
be with you, nenbers of our enlarged famly.

For alnost thirty years the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movenent has been a consistent and
staunch partner of our people against the infanobus system of apartheid. Your pioneering
has inmensely contributed to the international indignation that so nany have towards
apartheid. Today. the entire world is united behind our struggle and the apartheid system
can not survive. Qur conmmon struggl e has reached an advanced and deci sive stage. and

the day is not far off when our dreamof" a united denmpcratic. non-raeial nnd non-sexi st
South Africa will he turned into a reality. Wthin a denocratic order our people will be
united in their diversity, bound together by their commopn destiny: they will be neither
white nor black but just South Africans free and proud to he nmenbers (if the human
famly, proud to be free at last. To reach there we nust stand firmand continue with the
struggl e.

The new situation in our country has thrust new responsibilities upon our novement. W
are the agency for denobcracy and peace. Tn he able to successfully acconplish our histori
o

nm ssion, we need both political and material support. To end apartheid we nust keep
sanctions and all other forns of pressure in place. To find a just and |l asting pence our
OPIYM'1YQ

Terenw illd aug/itjv.

[1r"1' n)iiti Mandel a. Rodney
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Moverrent is in need of f’unds and other forns of assistance. Qur youth are in need of
training so that they too can one day be able participants in the reconstruction oftheir
own country.

Inall this we are fully convinced that we can continue to rely on your ever ready
assi st ance.

To the artists. singers and entertainers at this concert we extend our warnest thanks.
The Irish Anti-Apartheid Moyvenent has been a world | eader in the cultural boycott of
apartheid. Your best witers and creative people have shunned maki ng noney out of
apartheid. Sonme of your best sportsnment and wonen have refused to go to South Africa.
We sal ute these people, as we salute you tonight.

Soon we shall gather in a free South Africa with our nusic, our dance and our poetry
resoundi ng throughout the world with the message: Amandl a!

Al (/11) "Tribute to

Mandel a" (Vul i’ crf.
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REMARKS AT THE RECEPTI ON | N DUBLI N CASTLE

hosted by the Taoi seach

2July 1990

It is ny singular honour and pl easure tojoin you this evening.

Qur presence in your nmagnificent capital city is the fulfillment ofa dream.

One day soon we, as a free and independent people, will join hands with the rest of the
human race and commt resources to the universal struggle for human rights. Until that
day, we are pledged to continue making our contribution by waging a determ ned struggle
to end the apartheid crine agai nst humanity.

It saddens ne that as we | eave Ireland we find ourselves dragged into a controversy that
was not of our meking and which we never intended. This nmorning a question which we

did not invite was asked about the IRA. In response. | reiterated the well known position
of the African National Congress in Favour of an end to man-made death anywhere and

ever ywher e.

| reiterated the view which we hold strongly and unashanedly that the vioience should
stop, as should the mutual Slaughter. and that all concerned could. as with other
situations of conflict, find a way to establish peace. W do not prescribe to anyone as t
0

how t hi s shoul d he achi eved.

It would gl adden our hearts if the situation obtained in which we should never again read
any report of’any person killed or injured as a result ofthe differences anong people. U
WI VW R

("liar/fus J. Haitg/m and

e e Nv/sne Mzmu/a (If f/zmr

Please JOH me in a toast to the further strengthening of the bond of friendship eXi stny
Wn (.Un/pmm ,-,, Dublin

bet ween our two peoples and to our common victory over raci smwherever it may exist. (’Vm
/lc.






SOUTH AFRI CA FREEDOM FUND

Shortly after the ANC was unbanned On 2 February 1990, and M. Mandel a rel eased fromj ail
, a new

fund was | aunched by Nel son Mandel a to assist the African National Congress.

The Fund will help to establish new |legal structures, set up offices, and in general enab
le the ANC to

take its place in South Africa so that it can work freely and efficiently towards its goa
| of building a

new non-raci al and denobcratic country.

Thousands of refugees who fled fromthe Violence and horror of apartheid nmust now be enab
led to

return home and rebuild their lives. Thousands of ex-prisoners and detai nees need help to
rehabilitate thenmsel ves and to be reintegrated into society.

Pl ease give generously to the fund.

Send your cheque or postal order to the IRl SH ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT, PO Box 1974. Dubli
n 18,

marked "South Africa F reedom F und".

1/ f
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