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mid, the institutiamlized basis for opprasing
the people of SmthAfrica ardacrime against humanity,
isofdeepoornemtopeoplethmngtmtthemrldwho
treasure freedan, equality and peace. Within South
Africa, support for mmmelimimtemig is
gaining in stragth every year. 01 the international
level also both private and goverrmxtal activities to
WWC samtiasagaimtuaemmregme
Dspite the widespread antimid mnpaign and
increased isolation of 5mm Africa, the nadas of East
Asia are, m, expanding their eoonmic irwolvazmt
withSaJthAfricaaMbetnnmginportanttradimpartners
of the white regime. By inprwing its relatiors with
these natiors and Israel, South Africa is trying to
namaxvre to amp; the gnawing intermtimal
anti-mnheid activity- .
Each Asian natim has its om historicalecperim
of struggle with oppressim and discrimination and the
fightformityamindependelne, yetthevoioeagainst
W in Asia is still faint.
Hoping to initiate change, the African Natiaxal
Congress of South Africa (ANC) opened ’an office at Tokyo
inHay 1988. AniinAugustofthesameyear, sxpportedby
theSpecial Omnitteeagainstmig, theJapan
mti-bmrtheisi Omittee held the first m-W
Isia-Ooeania Regional Worlshop at Tokyo. A special report
on the proceedings of that workshop has prlished in July
1989 both in Hglish and Japanese.
’Ihe following pages trace briefly the reoaxt trends in
the eoqmic relatiors between East )sian nations and the
ma regula-



Table 3 . . . .A. . ’ . L. 32. - I9
(Millions of US dollars)
B(ports Imports Total
..-W
1981 53 100 153
1982 47 116 163
.1983 57 158 215
1984 56 169 225
1985 - - -
1986 100 (est) 217 (811.) 317 (est)
’me figm’e for 1986 is ooupiled fun the Oamwealth
N66 Release, mm 1988.
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ANNEXII
EXCHIP’I’S mm mm INDICATES JAPANESE MW
WI’IH 5mm AFRIQ
Wm 1 Augtst 1988
INDRKTMHIDEJAPANESB’IPADEDJ
mmmms
ByStefanWagstylin’mkyo
JAPAN is muting inports of South Afriam gold and
platinum worth mm of millions of dollars
Bmwmminoniertoredxmitsabamssixgly
large trade with South Africa.
’Ihis follows intematiamal criticism of Japan for
allowing trade with South Atria: to grow while other
industrialised mics have been inposing sanctions in
W: at W polici6.
Japan’s rise mbeoaneSwthAfricn’s largsttrading
parmin1987ledtopr551mmindustzyfranmemcyo
waaratxzticninuade. W,Japan&se
imrtershavemtimaedtomySoumAfricanqoldam
plammtometsoaringdavammr precious metals.
Irsteadof myingaxppliwdirect, theimrtersare
imasing Unlu- wrdnss um New York, mndm and
m gracious metals trading centres were gold, for
ample, am easily be bum frau bullion banks. Jdmsm ,
Hartley, the British ocupany which markets natal ftan
mm, the largest South African mine, has actensive
platinum operations in bath the UK and North Medan.
Inthefirstsixnmusofuusyear,goldinports
frmSaxthAfriaplmgedfmSpercmtofmemtalin
1987to2.4peroart,aooozdimtoJapansewstmxs
statistim. SinceHardummthe’mkyonermumtmged
aredntimintmde,thednrgeispartimlarly
strikim.Rmam1thlyaveragelastyearof1.29
tnm,inportssoamdinApri11988toz.77m-
pmmablyastzadjngcmpardsrmshedordezsthrmm-
mtuienayfigure,waszem. IanmethetotaluasOAM
mm,mefnimoflastyear’smrrm1yaverage.
cent, while the promrtim of platimm coming fmn’the u;



An official at one of the trading houses which
daninate Japan’s oamndity trade said South Afnmn
’Ihevalueoftrmeinportsdeperdsmprioeand
excharqe rates, but taking average levels for the
halfeyear, Japan’s gold imports of 142 tonnes were worth
about 52.11:: and its 37.6 tonnes of platinum $630m.
Therefore precious metals inported directly frcm South
Africa totalled about $22011: over the six mantra - or about
20 per cent of all inports from South Afrim, uhida were
valued at a total of 31m.
If the moportim of precicas netals imports from
South Africa had renained at last year’s levels, the
direct figure could have been about $45011 higher. This
buddinvewipedwtainercent fall inthevalue of
imxrts from South Africa that was highlighted by the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs last mxth as
evidenoeof itspxttimmemmm.
’IrxisismtumefizsttjmJapanhaswimedressed
its trade figures bymnipnating flows inpracmus
metal. Myeasaqa,vtmthegrmthinthetradestmplus
withdweUSthreatenedtogoqxtofoumLJapanstarted
routing gold shipments through Amelia.
-13- 1/
W. 7 May 1989 (leader)
mo (AP) - Japanese companies are using third
oomtriesasdxamelstoremoedjrectirmortsfrmSmth
Africa and avert criticism that Japan’s trade supports
ma system, trade acperts and antimm
ecitvists say.
"Japanese inports fran South Africa fell only bemuse
it (Japan) imported South African gold and platinuu
kdirectly through third oomtries such as aiitZerIam,
Britain and France", said Jerry Hatsila, a ’Dokyo
represaxtathe of the African Naticnal Was, a group
seeking to overthrow the Pretoria gwermemz.
Foreign Ministry officials have emphasized the
govermmtopposesuxeamnmidsystmof racial
segregationmtsaidulerevasmlegalmytopmevmt
camaniw fmn msing third countries as a conduit for
South African products.
In 1987, Japan was Pretoria’s No. 1 trading partner
surpassimumemitedstatesamWestGemany. Asa
rwult the Japanse came m’der heavy criticism for giving
eoommic support to W.
InJune lastyear, Japanwassingledwtinamited
Nations mlution criticizing its increased trade with
South Africa;
’Ihegovemumtinearly 1988askedtzadingcaxpania
to practice self-zestraint in trade with South Africa and
tlmmspleasaimu-ade figures amnnnedinJanuazy
M Japan was no longer South Afrim’s biggest trading
partner, having fallen behind West Gemany.
Japan’s My trade with Smth Africa in 1988
declined 3.5 per oat frun 1987 to $3.98 billion.
But detailed official statistics show the drop in
overalluadewaslargelyduetoadrasticdeclim in
1mm of precims metals from Samh Africa.
nmmmmmdcagreuesperoentin
1988 from the previms years, imports from South Africa
fell 14.5 per cent due to a 40.7 per cent decline in the
dollar value of platixm imports and an 84.3 per cent drop
in the dollar value of gold inports.
Critics and scholars closely following the omtmversy
say that Japan only shifted its source of platinm and
gold frun South Africa to third countries, many of whid’x
import. these precias metals from South Africa.
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Oestcms clearance statistics show Japan’s imports of
qold and platinum from Britain, Switzerland, France, West
Germany ami the lmited States jumped drastimlly.
By weight gold imports from Britain in 1988 junped 80
per cent from the previous year while gold from
Sditzerlaml increased by 15. 8 per cent.
Platinum imports frun Britain more than doubled.
’mosefrcmWatCmmnymreupmremaanpercent,
andthosefrann’ameueremtimhighertmw
preview year.
"It is ocmnon knowledge that neither Britain nor
Switzerlarn produces gold or platimml", said Yoko
Kitazawa, an author who has also reseudzed Japaxme
uranium pmixases from South Africa. "It is obvious that
Japan is charging labels of South African gold and
platinum to those of Britain and miuerland when those
prec1c1bnetalsqotoexcham1n2m’1dnanilaadwand _
registering than as British and Swiss gold and platinum. "
Foreign Ministry officials said Japanese amiss may
have used third oowrtries to prnduoe lower figmwes. for
imports fmn Saxth Africa.
mt"ymwn’trea11yprove"mmoftm imports
from thixd oamtria are South Afrimn prodmts, said
Yasuyumi We, who works on one of the ndnistzyis Africa
desks.
"Iamrntaneifuemnsimlethaparmemxpanics
and blame than for switching the source of inverts," he
said. "Legally: there is mt really any way to prevent
Japanae carpanias frm ulpm’t’mg South African pmdtxzts
from third cumtries."
Kotake strasedthatUapanisdoxrgbmatshecan
do. Mmmmmimfmwmnmnmis
andthe miam Stemmnwceitaoanertadeffort."
But ktsila, the African Naticmal 0am
mantive, dmgedtlutWtJapanisdoimis
hiding me origin of its imports. Rut it m1); 9m;
out of South Africa in 1988 was casiderably me than
that of 1987 if you include those indirectly imported
muiucts".
Govemrmt statistim shad Japan’s My trade with
South Africa in 1988 accluding gold and platinum actually
imeasedadperoentfrmthexxeviousymr.
-15- 1/
Must Japanese firms involved in gold and platinum
trading declined to mt. But one official of W
Precious Metal 00. ,Japan’ 5 largest platinum axpplier
said, "we have been only using non-Saxth African platimnn
sudmasfrunthewaietUnimforyears. Wearenot
prepared to discuss the matter right now".
Anexpertmthepreciwsnetalsmrketmquestin;
amnymity said, "Japan has grown into the world’s 1W
platimnn market because of its grwirg denand for jewelry
andasamearsof mmmtaswellasfor industrial
use. Only South Afrimn platimn can fulfil Japan’s large
Gamma".
StatisticssrmJamn imortedabrnt 70percentof
the world’s total platinum mt in 1988, while South
Africa produced about: 80 per cent of the total wtmt.
TheSovietUnimandCanadapmduoedtheraxainingOper
cent.
E:
.k
.
1?
21-.
e.
r
1:


