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md, the institutiamized basis for opprasing
the people of SmhAfrica ardacri ne agai nst humanity,
i sof deepoor nent opeopl et hrmgt nt t henr | dwho
treasure freedan, equality and peace. Wthin South
Africa, support for mmmelimmemg is
gaining in stragth every year. 01 the international
| evel also both private and goverrnxtal activities to
WAC sant i asagai mt uaemmr egne
Dspite the w despread antinm d mpai gn and
i ncreased isolation of 5nm Africa, the nadas of East
Asia are, m expanding their eoonm c irwolvaznt
wi t hSaJt hAf ri caaMbet nnngi nport anttradi npart ners
of the white regine. By inprwing its relatiors with
these natiors and Israel, South Africa is trying to
nanmaxvre to anp; the gnawing interntinal
anti-mheid activity-
Each Asian natimhas its om historical ecperim
of struggle with oppressimand discrimnation and the
fightform tyam ndependel ne, yetthevoi oeagai nst
Win Asia is still faint.
Hoping to initiate change, the African Nati axal
Congress of South Africa (ANC) opened 'an office at Tokyo
i nHay 1988. Ani i nAugust of t hesaneyear, sxpportedby
theSpeci al Omitteeagai nstm g, theJapan
ni-bnrtheisi Onttee held the first mW
| si a- Ooeani a Regi onal Wrl shop at Tokyo. A special report
on the proceedi ngs of that workshop has prlished in July
1989 both in Hglish and Japanese.
"l he foll owi ng pages trace briefly the reoaxt trends in
the eoqmic relatiors between East )sian nations and the
ma regul a-



Table 3. . . .A . " . L 32. - 19
(MI1lions of US dollars)
B(ports Inports Total

-wW

1981 53 100 153

1982 47 116 163

.1983 57 158 215

1984 56 169 225

1985 - - -

1986 100 (est) 217 (811.) 317 (est)

"me figme for 1986 is ooupiled fun the Cammeal th
N66 Rel ease, mm 1988.

Tabl e 4- WW
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ANNEXI |
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Wn 1 Augtst 1988

| NDRKTMHI DEJAPANESB' | PADEDJ
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By St ef anWagst yl i n’ nkyo

JAPAN is nuting inports of South Afriam gold and
plati numworth mmof nmillions of dollars

Bmwmri noni er t or edxm t sabanssi xgl y

|arge trade with South Africa.

"lhis follows intematianmal criticismof Japan for
allowing trade with South Atria: to grow while other
i ndustrialised mcs have been inposing sanctions in
W at Wpolici6.

Japan’ s rise nbeoaneSw hAfricn's | argsttrading
par m n1987! edt opr 551nmm ndust zyf rannmentyo

waar at xzti cni nuade. W Japané&se

i nTtershaventi maedt onySoumAf ri cangol dam

pl ammt onet soar i ngdavanmr preci ous netal s.

I rsteadof nyingaxppliwdirect, theimtersare

i msi ng Unlu- wdnss um New York, nmmdm and

m graci ous netals trading centres were gold, for
anple, ameasily be bumfrau bullion banks. Jdnsm,
Hartley, the British ocupany which markets natal ftan
mm the [argest South African mine, has actensive
pl ati num operations in bath the UK and North Medan
I nt hefi r st si xnmusof uusyear, gol di nports

f r mBaxt hAf ri apl ngedf nSpercntof nental i n

1987t 02. 4per oart, aooozdi nt oJapansewst nxs
statistim SinceHardumt he’ nkyoner munt nged
arednti m ntnde, t hednrgei spartinmarly

st ri ki m Rmanit hl yaver agel ast year of 1. 29

tnm i nport ssoandi nApri 11988t 0z. 77m

pmmabl yast zadj ngcnpar dsr nshedor dezst hr mm

nt ui enayfi gure, waszem | annet het ot al uasOAM

nm mef ni nof | ast year’ snrrmlyaver age

cent, while the promtimof platinmcomng fam’the u;



An official at one of the tradi ng houses which

dani nate Japan’s oamdity trade said South Afnmm

" | heval ueof t r nei nport sdeper dsnpri oeand

excharqge rates, but taking average levels for the
hal f eyear, Japan’s gold inmports of 142 tonnes were worth
about 52.11:: and its 37.6 tonnes of platinum $630m
Therefore precious netals inported directly frcm South
Africa totalled about $22011: over the six mantra - or about
20 per cent of all inports from South Afrim uhida were
val ued at a total of 31m

If the noportimof precicas netals inmports from

South Africa had renained at |ast year’'s levels, the
direct figure could have been about $45011 hi gher. This
buddi nvewi pedwt ai nercent fall intheval ue of

imkrts from South Africa that was highlighted by the
Japanese Mnistry of Foreign Affairs last nmxth as

evi denoeof itspxttimemm
"lrxisisntumefizsttj mlapanhasw nedr essed

its trade figures bymipnating flows inpracmrus

nmetal . Myeasaqa, vt nt hegr nt hi nt het r adest npl us

wi t hdweUSt hr eat enedt ogogxt of ounmLJapanst art ed

routing gold shipnments through Aneli a.
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W 7 May 1989 (I eader)

no (AP) - Japanese conpanies are using third

oont ri esasdxamnel st orenmpedj rectirnortsfrntnth

Africa and avert criticismthat Japan’s trade supports
ma system trade acperts and antimm

ecitvists say.

"Japanese inports fran South Africa fell only beruse

it (Japan) inported South African gold and platinuu
kdirectly through third oontries such as aiitZerlam
Britain and France", said Jerry Hatsila, a ' Dokyo
represaxtathe of the African Naticnal Was, a group
seeking to overthrow the Pretoria gwernene.

Foreign Mnistry officials have enphasi zed t he

gover mm opposesuxeammi dsyst nof raci a

segregati onnt sai dul er evasni egal nmyt oprmevm

camaniw fmim nsing third countries as a conduit for
South African products.

In 1987, Japan was Pretoria's No. 1 trading partner

sur passi mumeni t edst at esamiést Gemany. Asa

rwult the Japanse cane mider heavy criticismfor giving
eoonmm ¢ support to W

I nJune | astyear, Japanwassi ngl edwti nam ted

Nations mution criticizing its increased trade with
Sout h Afri ca;

"l hegovenunti nearly 1988askedt zadi ngcaxpani a

to practice self-zestraint in trade with South Africa and
tI mepl easai nu- ade figures amnnedi nJanuazy

M Japan was no | onger South Afrim s biggest trading
partner, having fallen behind Wst Genmany.

Japan’s My trade with Snmth Africa in 1988

declined 3.5 per oat frun 1987 to $3.98 billion

But detailed official statistics showthe drop in

over al | uadewasl ar gel yduet oadrasti cdeclimin

1mm of precinms netals from Samh Africa.

nnmmmdcagr euesper oentin

1988 fromthe previns years, inports from South Africa
fell 14.5 per cent due to a 40.7 per cent decline in the
dol lar value of platixminports and an 84.3 per cent drop
in the dollar value of gold inports.

Critics and scholars closely follow ng the ontnversy
say that Japan only shifted its source of platinmand
gold frun South Africa to third countries, many of whid x
i mport. these precias nmetals from South Africa.
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Qestcns cl earance statistics show Japan’s inports of
gold and platinumfromBritain, Sw tzerland, France, West
Germany am the Imted States junped drastimly.

By weight gold inports fromBritain in 1988 junped 80
per cent fromthe previous year while gold from
Sditzerlam increased by 15. 8 per cent.
Platinuminports frun Britain nore than doubl ed.

" mosef r cmMat Cnmmynr eupnr eraanper cent ,

andt hosef rann’ aneuer ent i mhi ghert nw

previ ew year.

"I't is ocrmon know edge that neither Britain nor
Switzerlarn produces gold or platim ", said Yoko

Ki tazawa, an author who has al so reseudzed Japaxme
urani um pmi xases from South Africa. "It is obvious that
Japan is charging | abels of South African gold and
platinumto those of Britain and m uerland when those
preclclbnet al sqot oexchaniln2mni 1dnani | aadwand _

regi stering than as British and Swiss gold and pl ati num
Foreign Mnistry officials said Japanese ani ss nay

have used third oowtries to prnduoe |ower figmwes. for
imports fm Saxth Afri ca.
nt"ymwn’treallyprove"nmoftminports

fromthixd oantria are South Afrim prodnts, said
Yasuyum We, who works on one of the ndnistzyis Africa
desks.

"l anr nt anei f uemmsi m et hapar nenxpani cs

and bl ane than for switching the source of inverts," he
said. "Legally: there is nt really any way to prevent
Japanae carpanias frmul pmt’' ng South African prdtxzts
fromthird cuntries.”

Kot ake st rasedt hat Uapani sdoxr gbmat shecan

do. Mrmmi nf mvymmmm s

andt he m am St ennrmwcei t aoanert adeffort. "

But ktsila, the African Naticmal Oam

mantive, dngedt| utW Japani sdoi m s

hiding me origin of its inmports. Rut it nil); 9m

out of South Africa in 1988 was casiderably ne than
that of 1987 if you include those indirectly inported
mui uct s".

CGovenrm statistimshad Japan's My trade with

South Africa in 1988 accluding gold and plati numactually
i measedadper oent f r nt hexxevi ousynr.
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Must Japanese firnms involved in gold and platinum
trading declined to m. But one official of W

Preci ous Metal 00. ,Japan’ 5 largest platinum axpplier
said, "we have been only using non-Saxth African platimn
sudmasf r unt hewai et Uni nf oryears. War enot

prepared to discuss the matter right now'.

Anexpert nt hepr eci wsnet al snr ket mguesti n;

amymty said, "Japan has grown into the world s 1W

pl ati mn mar ket because of its grwirg denand for jewelry
andasanear sof mmt aswel | asfor industri al

use. Only South Afrim platim can fulfil Japan’s |arge
Statisticssrmlanm i nortedabrnt 70percent of

the world s total platinumnt in 1988, while South
Africa produced about: 80 per cent of the total wnt.
TheSovi et Uni mandCanadapnduoedt her axai ni ngQper

cent.
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