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BRIEF HISTORICAL ”‘IOTES ON THY DEVELOPMENT OFF MASUPATSELA.

These notes are the result of intervidws with comrades who worked with
or were Mosupatsela. They shall be augnented or modified as more

information is gathered).

The founding of Masupatsela (meaning pathfinders)was inspired by the
introcductiocir of Bantu Iducation by the racists in the early 50s and the
experience gained by the L.N.C comrades who had toured abroad, especially

in the socialist countrice,.

The formation of Mﬁaupatsel; was & response t0 the attempt to svraight-
jacket the minds of our childron through inflerior education whilst ot
the same time it constituited a recognition tThat any natlion struggling
for survivel, progress and democracy had (o consolidate 1ts asplratlons
by ensuring their inculczation in the younger generotion, who would

continue its struggle and cnsure ite life line.

Current reports indicate that Masupatsela's founding was initiated by
Walter Sisulu.through the then ANC Youth Ieague, with the closc colla-
boration of the late Kate lMolale and Duma Nolwe and The assistance ol
comrades. such as Lillian ¥Ngoyi, Tough Hutchinson, Henry Hakgothi and
Mbleé. Masupatsela operated under vhe ausnices of thé Federation of

South Afirican Womene.

The organisation was founded in Johannesburg and later established 1n
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and other mainly Transvaal towns. At h
initiation of Bwntu Education the organisatcion organlsod wnd prov1ded
alternative 0duc&t10n “t whot Wero nopuTLrly'dubbed.”“ thambo Scuools"
by the children: as, due t0 gabgrgﬁlc location, they had to: heve, shelr i
neals ot school and "liathum™o®, (thet is vhe insides of cat L—le)9 Wers

the checapcst available meat that the schools could arfords

Besides normal school subjccts great cmphasis was laid on the teacihing
of & correct history of our pesople and the inculcation of the trus culture
of our entirc people as 2 defonce against the commcrclaliscd and dis-—
torting deculturalisation that our catirc people are subject to. .The
visionary teaching of Masupatscla 1s illussratec by thelr performance. .

of = play called "2005%, written by Tough Hutchinson in which & person

wakes up in the year 2005 and is in as free, democratic and pProsperous
South Africa.
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Their favourite song was ''ile the Young ol the Torld™ a WFDY song;
potraying international solidarity and nutuval respect and appreciation
amongst peoples, Masupatsela participated in perfomancaes at fhﬁ 1655
Kliptown Pcople's Congress where the Frecedom Charter was adopted.,
Uncer constoant harassment frowm the apartheid authorities the Frzedom

ochools were Torcad out of existence as they were declared illegal and

Masupatsela reorganised them as Children's Clubs.

This pnase of lMasupotsela vork also declined, however, during the pro-
longed treason trial of our leadcrs, amongst whom werce the organiscrs
ana mentors of our children. Banishment of the activists finally
stopped this vital work. With the szrowth of the ANC and South African
community abroad the need 7or orgonised children's work beecane inperative
1f our children were to grow with a national identity and pﬁr pective

of a fubture, frec South Africa.

Children's Clubs were again organised by the Vomen's Seciion of the
ATC wherever numbers of our pconle with children were resident. Cra-
dually the numbers became such that proper organisation and coordina-
tion at notional level became vital if this ork was to continuc. The
First Women's Conference of the A.V.C in the external miéSion therefore
recomnended to the N.H.C the recbnﬂtitution at national lc?ol of tho
Masupatscela,

The aims, principles and siructurcs of the reconstituted movement can
be found in thelmasupatsela Poli:y'Docqment. I'ne programmcs planned
shall include nolitical studics and discussion, thematical lectures
and talks, sports and cultural acurv1tiesg arts and crafis, production
engagenent, theaitrey; Tilms, exhibitions, excursions and other similar

activity,

ASUPATSELA LTADTRSHIP CADRET
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~ The Navional Conmitice skall cnsure the continuas development of
leadership cadre for Masupatsela.
- The Regional Women's Section are responsible for regional Masupa-—

tsela lecadership and will assist the National Coumittes in pro—-

paring a training programine and selecting cadres for training.
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ON CRTZATION OF THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S ORGANISATION (DRAFT

PRIEAIIBLE .

Any socio-political system that. has concrete ideas about its own develop-
ment and progress in it8 country and is determined to realise These
ideas and ensure the success of the system pays particular attention to
the young  generation. They.create the structures corresponding to the
conditions of that country and direct the development of the youth in
the interests of the system. This 1s the precondition for the success
of the ideoldgy'in the fﬁfure. The magor religious denomlnatlons had.1
and have children's organisations. They start with the Sunday school
and continue through the Boys Scouts and Girl Cuides stages. WNumerous
political parties of the West have affiliated children's organisations
into membership. ‘In the socialist countries, children's organisations

are firmly placed within the political and educational structure.

In the case of South Africa the oppressor regime has ensured that the
voung generation of the minority race arc groomed to continuec and de~

fend the existing system. - -

As for the oppréﬂsed*majority, ﬁhe.black ohili 18 the first'victim of
the aparvheid ragime in economic, social, cducational, cultural and
any other field of life, you name 1%. - There 1s no doubt,5cn;1dren.
and the youth are against the system and fight it with whatever 1is in
their means - school boycottu, mass;démonstrationsgwith demands for

equal rlghts, Joining the natlonal liberation struggle.

The Afrloan N@tlonal Congress of South.A¢rlca belng the vanguard
liberation mOVﬁment of ta1s strugplo has understood 1ts respon51b111ty
for the future of South.Afrloa and played the leading role in the fight
for chlldren s rights. The AHC organlsed oampalgns agalnst Bantu

uducatlon, Sbt up some schoolc to combat Bantu Education,

It wes at rhe pc rlod of a quglltutlve changc 1p tho.A N.C polloy'durlng
the eurly'50's that the Youtb Lewgue set up an. umbryo of the national
children's orgﬂnlsatlon - the Mauuﬁatsela Mbvgmcnt The lMasupatsela

participated 1n the preparatlons for durlng and aftor the Kliptown
Peoplz's Congress. However, with increased repression, the ANC went

underground and the work with children became difficult, though the
organisation continued giving some kind of material assistonce to those

most 1n necde
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Taking into consideration the present upsurge of revolutionary fevor

amongst South African children inside the country, and the ever-
increasing flow of youth into the ranks of the ANC, the I'BIC has
approved the recommendstion ofthe Women's Conference held in 1981 to
establish formally the South African Hational Children's Organisation

within the ANC,.
Our children and youth are the futuvre of our navtion. Masupatsela
shall therefore aims—

e To bring together South African children and unite them against

the existing opressive system in our couniry, organising them into

conscious participants in the process of national liberation and
cmancipation.

2. To inculcate in these children the valucs and traditions of
struggle inherited from our forebears and to make them worthy

heirs and repositorics of these values and tragtitions as they are

propounded 1n the Frecedom Charter of the people of South Africa and
various aocuments and prozrammnes of the liberation movement led by
the ANC.

3,570 acquaiﬁt them with the cultural wealth of our people, according

them a national identity and enabling them to become crective

successors in the struggle for the rediscovery, prescrvation and
creative continuvation of our cultural herivage.
4. In conjuction with their family and formal educational upbringing

to develop then into fully-fledge personalities capable of playing

a full role as conscious patriots of a libersted, democratic,

progressive and peacerul South Africa asg envisaged in the Freedom
Charter. ;

M &S0 inculcaté in them respect and feeling of friendship towards
other nations and their cultures and promote friendly contactSFOf
mutual benefit and enrichment with various national and interna-—
tional children's organisations, that are gecnuinely and actively
interested in the welfarec and hapiness of mankind, in a word of

peace and justice, regardless of race, colour sex or crccd.




M2IEODS OF YORK.

The National Children's Organisation folls under the auspices of the
Women's Secretariat. |
The National Masupatscla Commitice was crcecated on the hasis of the
Lusake Regional Children's Committec and is chaired by member of the

Yomen's Secretariat as was recommended by the Women's Conference of 1281.

The task of this committe 1s to plan, direct and coordinate the develop-
ment and activitics of the national Masupatsclsa organisctions Represen-
tatives of the Youth Secretoriat and the Education Secretariat form part

o' the committecy, which in %urn is responsible to the Women's Secrctariat.

A high sense of responsibility and morality, positively examplary
and. ethical behaviour, discipline and punctuality in carrying out tasks
and a humone disposition must be the hallmark of the tutors and mentors

of Masupatsela.

The N>vional Committee of Masupatsela consits of g—

1. Comrode Ho, llophosho -~ Chairpverson

2o Comradc Rita Mfenyanc - Deputy Chairpcrson

3. Courade Betty Malatsi - Adninistrative Secretary (Youth Secretariat
Liason Officer).

4. Comrade Moantombi !Mpile - Treasurcr
5. Comrade Makho Njobe - National Coordinator (Bducation Secretariat)e.
6. Courade Victor lMoche - International Coordinator

Te Comrade Mxx ITlonyeni - Publicity Secretary.

Name of the Organisation - Masupatsela (meaning pathfinders)

Age froms 5 ~ 16, subdivided into agc groupssz- 5-8:, 9-12, 13~16.
Suggestad uniform - Khaki shirts and trousers produced by the ANC factory,
ANC T. Shirts and sports shoes for sports.

ocarves in ALC coloures® green itrianglc with black and gold edges

procuced by ANC factory.
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Footwcar to be deteriained by weather conditions and supplies in the

various arcasS. Must however be uniform on all ceremonial occassions

at which Masupatscla official appear.

Headgears Black Beret
valutes The right clenched fist with elbow raised level with the
shouldre and the call - Amondlal

ACTIVITITES,

e e - e

- An annual national plan shall be prepared by the National Committec,

basﬁd on the A.N.C Political Calender.

Proposals, suggestions anc ideas may be advanced by cll organs of the
ANC via the Women's Secrctariat to the Notional Commitiee.
- Dach region shall develop its own regional plan and subnmit it

to the Natlional Commuittee via the Secretariat for the latter's

inforrn=tion,




STATUTZS OF THH INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CHILDREN'S AND ADOLESCENTS'
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NOVRENTS wm) ATPACITED TO WFDY .
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SECITON I.

NAMR: TInternational Committee of Children's and Adolescents Mbvements

(2atached to WFDY).

onCLTION 11,
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Nature and Tasks of the Commitvees
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The Cormittee works for the education of children ond adolescents 1n The
spirit of the noble ideas for which WFDY struggless in the spirit of
peace, friendship, international solidarity =and mutual understanding,

of social progress, national indepencence, dernocracye

- It establishes contocts with national and intcrrnational organisations
and institutions engeged in activity for children and adolescents.

~ The Coanittee works for the defence and realization of tae ten
principles of the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

—~ The Committec initiates and o orgonizes, according to an interna-—
tional plan, the strugzle cgaist any actions which could denora-
lize the child, particularly against harmful literature and films
which could pervert vhe minds of children, ctce.

~ The Committee promotes cooperation and o rcgular cxchange of expe—
riences between different Organlss. ilons.,

—~ The Conmitteec contributcs to tho training of children's noniteurs
especially in developing countries.

-~ The Committee initiates the orgonization of solidarity'actions'ih'.'
favour ¢of children and addescents. :

~ The Committec takes up the orgenization of meatingé;and seminars and
eycgacgoa of dblO{:GlOnu for the study of problems of childhood and
adolcscence exisiving 1n different countries; it works for an exchange

i

of documentation of the life of children, organizes differcnt kinds
of events for children and adolescents.
While following the principles and orlenuLblon of’ ”WDY, the Comnittec,

neverthelcess, is autonomous 1n 1t5'work.

SECTION I1I.
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FORLIS OF MEMBTZRSHIP
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SECTION III, . .

FORMS OF IMTZMBIRSHIP,
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1. All orgenizations of children, adolescents and youth, as well as all
orgenlzations and ingvitutions which concern themselves with the
education of children, can be members of CIITEA,

There are three categories of memberships

1. Affiliated memberss organizations which fully accept the Statutes,
the principles and the tasks of CIILIA.

2. Observer-members: organizations, institutions, children's commit-
tecs or sectvlions which support the aims and gencral line of activity
of CIEEA‘witwout accepting the full prowrwmme and Stotutes of
CIITZA.

Remarks:s

a) All children's orgenizations belonging to member organizations
of WEDY automatically becouwc members of CIITTA.
b) Member orgonizations of CIMEA which are not member organizations

of WrDY automatically becone associated members of WMDY,

e OrganiZétions preparcd o maintain relations with CIITZA for a
nmutual exchange of information and for limited actions bucome
correcsponaing mecmbors.

The sovercigniy ancd autonomy ol msnber orzanizations of CIMAA is fully

guaranteed. Affiliation.to CI}HA does nolt exclude afflllablon bo

other associaﬁiéns, .

Ll WhO &fflllfthn of new orgcnizations 1S d901ded‘u.on by the
Prcsa.dlum of CINZA.

I11.The Presidium may propose the SHQQGHQIOH of a mcmber organlzntlong
a decision to this effoct roaﬂlr*s a ‘two-thirds magorluv*votb by'

the organizations present at ha'Asﬂembly;

SLCIION IV,

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MENBTR ORGANIZATIONS.

Rightss
1. Affiliated member orzanizntions of CIIIEA enjoy the following

righis:s




SEC 210N V.
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oTRUC ['URE
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1« The organs of CIIBL are the followings

The Asseﬁbly of CIITA which meets onco every four yecars in the framo--
work of the WIDY Assemvly. The task of the Assembly is to elaborate
the guideiines of the work of CIIMEA for the coming four yeors as well
as to elect the CIMEA Presidium,

2. The CIITEA Presidium 1s composed of a president, vice-presidents,
a general secretary and the nembers of the Presidium. The CIIITEA
Presidium meets once or twice a year (as required); it discuses
the activity of CIITIA, the work plan, as well as requests for
affiliation.

The Presidlum cnsures the implementation of the decisions of the
Assembly of CLif5A. It ecstablishes the azendan, taking account of
the proposals made by ¢he affiliated organizations and currcent

requircments.

SLCLION VI,
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PINANCES.

CI"BA's financial resources derive from

- annual membership feos and convributions by member organizationss
- subventions by WFDY: - -

- payments and donations from orgonizations and private mersons.

S0 TION VIII.
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ATTNDITINTS TO THZ STATUTES

0y
The present Statutes can be amended by a decision the CIITIA Assembly
s

by a majority of 2/3 of the votes; such decision has to he ratified by

the WFDY Bxecutive Comnittee.




a) to participate in the Assembly of member organizations by sending
at least onc cdelegate, to participate in the discussion and in
decisions on all guestions concerning CINMEA (Programme, initiatives,
clections, ctec).

b) to participate in 2ll activities of CIMii and to be represented in
the leadership of CIIMEA,

c) $0 put forwzrd proposals for the consideration of the Assembly and
of the Presicium,; to be proesent when bodiecs take decisions on mat-—
ters concerning tvhelr organizaiions,

d) to request the assistaonce of CINMEA in tackling their special pro-

blemsg .

2. Obscrver-momber orgonizations have the following rightse

- 1o participate 1n che Assemouly of CI'E4 1n o consultaiive cavacity
(without the right tc vote) and to send to the Assembly at leest
one dclegate who can toke part in the discussion and put forward
proposals.

3¢ The Presidium 1s nandated to sign a bilateral protocol with each
observer-member or corrcsponding-member organization laying down
the conditions for its participation in the life of CIi'ZA.

Notes All member organizations mey rcefrain from applying decisions

of CIMEA to which they have not ~iven their agreenent.,

Obligationss

1. Affiliated mcmbers of the CINTZA have the following obligations:

a) to accept the Statutes of CIN7A,

b) +to work the implementntion of the decisions taken by'ﬁhqgoverning
bodies of CIIEA and of initiatives to which they have given their
agreement, -

¢c) to strive to promote cooperation between different organizations
1n thelr countries for the satisfoction of the intercsts of children
and adolescents,

d) to vay their membership fees accoraing to their possibilitics.

<o Qbserver-member organizations of CIMEA have to fulfill the agree-
ment concluded in tho obser-mncmber bilateral protocol and +o contri-
bute to the financial support of CIIEA activi%ier according O the
terms of the agrecmento.

3o Corresponding membcr orgnizations have the obligation to fulfill +the

agreement contained in the hilateral protocol.
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