
  

Standard and now political editor of The 
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/¢ RANDDAILY MAIL, Saturday, September 19, 1981 f r.,.’:',}f it e g ¥ 
generated, 

.. SA REVISITED: ok 
  

among the hck population, aceord:ng to ¢ one 
of Britain’s most distil fi;}o 
Simon Jenkins, former editor of the Evemng The glue o 

Jenkins visited South Africa in 1977 and again in 
1980 and in July and Au JearAlgngthy L 
fihbyhlmonmh]:ximmm SA appeared in aner 

In an interview, Jenkins chall much of the 
orthodox liberal and ver] g about the 1 

litical situation in SA. He rej as unsubstan- union 
iated the theory that the “glue” of Afrikaner na ° o 

tionalism was beginning to di ve and that radi- ¥ thefiv 
ulnapnrthddrefmwereonthewuy i 

le says: The Economist to 
IN 1977 one was visiting a gloomy place. 

‘Engl.inh-apenklng mpartwn]nrphad " ful hites, in 
egr mmwhatonemlghtmlhtemumlmode 

childrmwereleavnng.’rbeywe:ethmhngol 
and they were becoming hyper-conscious 

lbontsecm'lty 
is still firm; 

During my     1980 visit, I detected little of that. 
meet as well as ‘Then I was careful to Afrikaners 

“Znglish-speakers, so I had a slightly different 

aneconflmlcboomatthefimeanda 
forward chary bzd:egavm 

ive. 

mtwhlchl.ead the confrontaf 
‘Treurnicht over Craven week and other 

luues,lnwhxchilseemed that Botha was 
prepuedtofacednwnhurlgm-wingandadflwu 
substantive measure of 

Cosmetic 
whfllldldl:? , 1 poured a 

certain amount ldwahon t idea, because 
it seemed to me that it was largely a cosmetic 
phenomenon. 
Clearly, Bmhawumgmmconfiwtm 

  

  

  

    

nicht and, m t, the institutions of 
apnnhmdwuenofi be dismantled — they 
merelymbere(omedbychemecnanimot 
them&ertmdwmhn commissions, in 
lar, and by the natural resistance of 
Thntwuwhen!cameupmthfhzweau! 
neoaj 
th:tmtm tions have (lsome true. :ffmmd 

in is no m false 

upfil:xm It was mmtnwre iberals 
‘were much more gloomy, deeply diml\ulanei      

     

   

flegoldprluhadcomeden.the et was. Ithinkw'lllmmly 
no longer as dramatically n a3 years  |MON JENKINS 
had been, and of course on the political front the Orthodox liberals challenged 
N'Whflyha experie ,Q%ls%jfil!fi_ e TR finmfiom: m 0 N@lflf! 
Bm.hn clurly had read posslhgy tnwnshlp m m to Hbufl? 

message that he had to go government. mmmd(heANC more ‘“‘m“‘m 
party or tribal unity and not risk" MW"' Inkat uc Unfilmueixamnch anymore alkofrelorm. &+ Risky 

‘The difficult task for the out- The Afreanisation of the 
sider, faced with that sequence of force 
chany s to read 158 

mfim AsI itsa eg{m:'&.c T 
ged ions, ; mm.,.; 3 of survival 
e o fixmck‘:gfwgflasbecomtgs is a_three-way split mclnned is .um 

Ay e oy w05 oot poehl ook WIEK mumm Cas 2 countries I vlmfi,mnu 
Sctually are pyguprably mited winbeableh nmlflmll, one where everyone you falk 
The theory that 1 dis- mm'w‘mthuaw:mnt 

o ion W roniedon was | colt i3 i "mmfi;m i mny'amw yaen e evil 
never a great moral crusade — ryuthntltdmnotalwa work ml?m Ymmethavewlndulgein 

that was a veneer that was put Inthelrfavwr,blltitu mo}fl.\emy small talk. South Africans are far 

on it by its intellectuals — but a | ral next 6 Rt e more intelligent about the poli- 
struggle for tribal survival ?‘uvu??éumlemmm bhck m‘l{e& than people 

e ea poiics i | oSt iriesJast yoa yunmht You can talk politics with ics in| visit to ica ou can any- 
of African rather than Eu- Ihealdalotuns ’.%‘;fm - whmmu‘ you meet and learn some- 

ropean politics. One gets a com- newlyewg;ng elites. The thz 

        
  

ves In this way. Then e en] WS, South Africans are much 
as the largest tribe, with amlbhck trade unionism example, about Afri- 

the whites as the next largest Increased by leaps and Cohes1ve prri 
group. _bounds. eyed 

Something I noticed particu- Butitmoneflun;fortheseg 
1arly this e was the extent to | black elites to emergé and quite Srs i be 
which the of divide and  another whether they will be ble 13 7L be the ¢ 
rule is ider currency —  to assume leadership of a unified mflm“’ 
fim of one black trade ~ black political mwentf.‘vrll: tion high-school educated 

'seems to me ‘are so i 

e Gl o AfeRmtond . soiaviag als s 0 il this pos- | g soecos the most 

B R e Rt 
the homelands, but also, for ex-  union groups, the real hatred be- ' U ' oA 
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