mé:neintowhatonemjghtcaﬂatemﬁhalmode.
children were leaving. They were thinking of
leaving, and they were becoming hyper-conscious
about security.

During my 1980 visit, I detected little of that.
Afrikaners as well as -

" Then I was careful to meet

is still firm &3

ple, to talk of an economic boy-
oot in

English-speakers, so I had a slightly different except in terms of some
ve. : moral, of the
was an economic boom at the time and a No economic in

trenmdousverl.lgeforwardchar the govern- wouldhaveanymatﬁ

ment which lead to the confrontation PW :

Botha and Treurnicht over Craven week and other
issues, in which it seemed gen

uinely that Botha was y WMapartheid.So
prepared to face down his right-wing and achieve a : : :
suhslanﬁvemeasnreofrei@or;n. - _.doit. :
Cllaabain _ - Ostracised
When I did survey last I poured a g Ouelofedtheslaﬁ reform
eertalnammmtlclnltycoldwateron tidea.hecame '&?ﬁ"m.wﬁm?&"%
it seemed to me that it was largely a cosmetic cross a threshold
phenomenon. tional acceptability.
Clearly, Botha was not going to confront Treur- I do not believe that can hap-
nk:htmimoreim t, the institutions of A South African government
apartheid were not going to be dismantled — they which whites play a major part
were merely to be reformed by the mechanism of and a South still
the Riekert and Wi commissions, in particu: dominated by white in-
lar, and by the natural resistance of urbanisation. almost will not
That was when I came up with the idea of be to black SA
7 ons ha true. I found " mbe_ international
I think m; &redlctlons ve come true. ‘
that -tiny this year is no I one of false b o -

It was much more c. Liberals
were much more gloomy, deeply disillusioned.

either in-advancing

% the
' condition of the blacks of
why

" ¥ RAND DAILY MAIL, Saturday, September 19, 1981 7. rapidiy suar i, s, developing so
i SA REVISITED: o s
8 Baagiiod i un '
remar uni ‘are em ._
suct:emful.ly the strategy :ky divide and rule - | )
among the black population, according to one \NY¢)
of tain’s most dxstigg.ush ed j ists, —
Simon Jenkins, former editor of the Evening e ue O !
| Standard ta;md now political editor of The - p
ey by o i e A
A tha
i Afrikaner - piEEE
In an interview, Jenkins challenged much of the black political maturity is » ques.
orthodox liberal and verligte g about the tionab one.'l'hebgcktrade
tical situation in SA. He rejected as unsubstan- ., Union movement is split, and is ~J
ted the theory that the “glue” of Afrikaner na- o ® . endlessly decapitated by
tionalism was beginning to ve and that radi- . the
calHapartheid reforms were on the way. ’ 'I‘ble ve mg’n article in
. He says: k Economist this vexed
‘ IN 1977 one was visiting a very gloomy place. ' 'WbMOfSAofmuch%fthewlsh.
English-speaking whites, in , had that surrounds it.

' cause.
gold price had come down, the budget was ; 1 think change will come only
el mam}mﬂwﬂyof ﬁ’&%: SIMON JENKINS . internal val in
course 1 ed H
Na Party had eri Orthodo; liberals challeng b, St of “""‘i

d @ trauma at the it S

general election. hmgle, ple, township law and order,  {hese to government . coup is

Botha clearly had read ﬁ and possib]iy township s government does tion for any advance towards

I -government. % the ANC uirizig more liberal treatment of blacks.
: morepowermﬂdedlnia%nm

Africanisa e Toald e s very riskystrat- | Bla ity talk of i

a very any

sider,faced with that sequence of  1jon " oacnntroduces. conffici gy, but that is what I call the direction is hopeless.

chan ons, is to read community, and tics of survival. ey
m“ﬁ%% , Which, I be- gila%?ﬁ;]ﬁgasbmmtgam pom is a three-way split &a&msﬁum'ﬂa}]g‘
lieve, is still that the Afrikaners | of the most potent tools with among the blacks: The ANC as a countries I have it is the -
actually are ly united. which Afrikaners' will be able to multiracial, left-

y drecemarably wiled. | wich Afkar
sling docs g seem {0 me to | ™1 1 ighy rsky trategy o

never a great moral crusade — ryhthatitdoesnotalwg:::g
It

that was a veneer that was put | in their favour, but it is

on it by its intellectuals — but a | ral next step for Afrikanerdom. I
: was very noticeable how far this
I find it more helpful to’inter- | strategy had advanced since my

South African tics in| visit to South Africa last year. dominant a few years ago, You can talk politics with any-
b e | ol e e siog s B e BT MO I o o T e e
a com- | new
mnﬂlaﬂzwudiﬁermtsetof ANC?ﬁurexamle.hasexper- ships and rooted very much in pope
ves in this way. Then ienced quite a tic resur- § community politics. South Africans are much more
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