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Echo Reporter

MANY Imbali parents
who fear their sons risk
being killed in the on-
going violence are send
ing their children to
arcas  outside Pieter-
maritzburg  for educa
tion.

This follows an inci-
dent on Monday when
men entered the town-
ship in a white kombi
and a Datsun bakkie and
killed four people, in-
cluding an 1l-year-old
schoolboy. in Unit |

Witnesses  said  the
vehicles  were  “well-
known”inthe area

The witnesses.  who
asked not to be named
for fear that they would
be  killed  and  their
houses burnt, told Echo
that a number of armed
men - whom they named

alipghted  frowe  the
vehiceles and began walk-
ing  through the area
shooting al people

Ihe first to dic. ac-
curding to the residents,
was  llyearold  Sim-
phiwe Majozi, a standard
2 pupil at Funulwazi
Lower Primary School,
who was returning from
a tuckshop in Msululu
Road. Witnesses say he
was grabbed by two men
who shot him twice in the
head.

The next victim was
Donnybrook man Mr Zazi
Gwala (23). who was sit-
ting in a kombi nearby.
The men walked up to

mhali parel
schools for

pupi

seek new
ils’ safety

the kombi and shot Mr
Gwala in the head, kil-
ling him. The dead man
was a relative of ANC ac-
tivist Mr Harry Gwala.

The men then attacked
Mr Mbongeni “My-dolly™
Sithebe (21). shoo!ln;,
him three times — in the
head. chest and back.

The killers then came
across a man described
as the local simpleton,
Mr Frank Mdluli (20).
They taunted him briefly
before  shooting  him
three times in the head
and once in the chest.

: The murderers then
Jjumped in their vehicles
and left the township.

Another threc people
have been killed in Im-
baliin the last week.

On Friday Thokozan
Hlela (18) and Lolo Moloi
were shot dead near
Mdubu Road and on
Saturday a prison
warder. Mr Mjibha Sk-
hakhane. was shot dead
near the old bus termi-
nus in Imbalii.

The  police  unrest
report said: “At Imbali
police found the bodies
of four black males. All
appear (o have ‘been
shot. One body was that
ofa 10-year-old child.”
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"THE African National
Congress has rallied to the
support of Mrs Winnie
Mandela, beleaguered wife
of its imprisoned leader —
but cautiously.

A hastily convened two-day meet-
ing of ANC executives in Lusaka
ended in unprecedented public criti-
cism of Mandela for her
involvement with the “Mandela
Footgall Club” — her private body-

But it called on domestic political
oups such as the United Democratic

t not to shun her. This flies in the

face of earlier decisions by the “mass
~democratic movement” to

politicﬂ% in years.

has ordered the

public outrage — from the

@ Police
rob!
Mrs
forensic tests as

art of an investigation
into the murder of Moeketsi Jamquom

- committed by her

guard and at the same
time took the driver, Mr
John Morgan, 61, for five
hours of questioning;

@ Details emerged of a
recent desperate written
appeal by the Mandela Crisis

ommittee — comprised of

gleee';lSeipei which may have
bod

high profile local leaders —

to ANC president Oliver
Tambo to intervene in the
row with Mrs Mandela;

@ Urgent weekend meet-
ings between Mrs Mandela
and prominent community
leaders aimed at resolving
the crisis — she met the Rev-

erend Frank Chikane, secre-

tary of the SA Council of
Churches, for five hours
yesterday,;

@ Confirmation that Mrs
Mandela intends staying in
the country and braving it
.out rather than fleeing as
some reports suggested.

In its Lusaka statement

terday, the ANC said: “It

s with a feeling of terrible
sadness that we consider it
necessary to express our res-
ervations about Winnie Man-
dela’s judgment in relation to
the l\@,andela United Football

ub.

1t said she had ignored its’
advice to disband the club
and had not co-operated with
the mass democratic move-

Latest developments include:

@® The imprisoned Mr Nelson N la |
removal of the football club
— allegedly responsible for numerous acts |
of violence in Soweto and now the focus of

om the Soweto murder 4
sguad seized a second vehicle from
ndela’s home early yesterday for

isolate » hg‘r B

Mandela

WINNIE MANDELA: A

FALLEN STAR

" “STOMPIE" SEIPEI
was found murdered’

ment. “Under these circum-
stances she was left open and

vulnerable to committing

mistakes which the enemy
has exploited.”

The ANC referred to the
“unbecoming activities of the
football club members. We
fully understand the anger of
the people and their organi-
sations towards this club.

“We have every reason to
believe the club was infiltrat-
ed by the enemy and that
most of its activities were
guided by the hand of the
enemy for the purpose \of :

~ the name of Nelson Mandela

~ should they f
. cution sh:%u"

— P2

using disunit
’gc':mmgnity am{

s

discrediting

the organisation of which
is the leader.”

The ANC said, however,
pe:ﬂe should not lose sight
f the “immense contribution

s Mandela had made to
the liberation w;u e. Nor
t the perse-
ered at the

the orities”.

" The ANC said Mrs Man- |
~dela should be helped to find

her way back into the struc-
tures and disciplines of the
‘mass democratic movement.

Resigning

The ANC statement was
the first time the organisa-
tion had publicly criticised
the tempestuous wife of Mr
Mandela although it had sent .
a number of private warn-
ings to her lower her
profile. 7,

The statement follows a
confidential memorandum
from the committee a| -
ing for Mr Tambo's heF in
resolving “the ghastly situa-
tion that is developing before
our eyes”.

It asked: “Is there a possi-
bility (at the moment we
don’t see any) of re-
integrating Winnie into the
community? Some ideas are
required regarding this.”

e document confirmed
Mrs Mandela was consider-

| ing resigning from the ANC.




WHEN Winnie Mandela took her marriage
vows in front of millions of international TV
viewers, the blurring of fact and fantasy was

complete.
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fighting apartheid

The TV soap opera, Mandela, screened in 30 coun-
tries, flamorised her larger-than-life role as the

symbo

of black resistance to apartheid.

At Christmas, BBC radio listeners voted Mrs . Mandela as
popular as Princess Diana and Mother Teresa — just a
short-head behind Margaret Thatcher. .

This week, the two-dimensional celluloid image is in tat-

ters. In its place, the real-
life drama of the toppling
of an idol as community
leaders stepped forward to
condemn her for her body-
guards’ actions — actions
which might have even
stretched to murder.

Now the woman they
called Mama Wetu — the
Mother of the Nation — has
been effectively banished
bﬁ/ her own people and even
the romance which
enchanted foreign
audiences is reportedly
about to end.

Disowned by the “mass
democratic movement”,
which includes the UDF
and Cosatu, Mrs Mandela’s
warld has crumbled
overnight.

AGONISING

Imprisoned ANC leader
Nelson Mandela — agonis-
ing over events in his home
in the grounds of the Victor
Verster prison near Paarl
— Is said to be under pres-
sure to end the 30-year-old
marriage.

Their marriage took
place in 1958 when they
were far from being inter-
natjonal celebrities.

Winnie Madikizela was
22 when she married Nel-
son Mandela, 40, a Trans-
vaal attorney who had gone
into a legal partnership
with Oliver Tambo.

S ——

Speéial report by
by DAVID JACKSON

Mandela, a rising politi-
cal star at home, had been a
key figure in the ANC defi-,
ance campaign of the ’50s.
“The Black Pimpernel”, as
the media dubbed him, was
soon on the run from the po-
lice.

The marriage was four-
years-old when Mandela,
then SA’s “most wanted
man”, was caught at a po-
lice roadblock in Howick,
Natal. He began a five-year
prison sentence on Robben
Island for incitement to
strike and leaving the coun-
try without a permit.

At the famous Rivonia
trial the next year, Man-
dela was convicted of sabo-
tage and sentenced to life
iml?risonment.

rom that moment on,
his wife became a symbol
— although she never held
any official position within
the ANC. As the knives
sharpened this week, ANC
spokesmen have been at
pains to point this out.

Mrs Mandela was ban-
ished to an eight-year house
arrest in the Free State
town of Brandfort in 1977.
It only served to heighten
outside media attention.

She was even nominated
for the Nobel peace prize.

Publicity destroys the portrayal of a celluloid heroine

Winnie Mandela giving the black power ;a—i'u.t:a I';Eﬂ;‘éaohdiéid days

International celebrities
who sought her out during
her Brandfort exile
included Senator Edward
Kennedy and film-producer
Richard Attenborough,
then doing research for his
Biko movie, Cry Freedom.

But the countdown to
Mrs Mandela’s fall from
grace effectively began in
1985 when she returned to
public life after her eight
years in exile.

LIFESTYLE

She claimed to be in:

almost daily telephone con-
tact with Mr Tambo, the
ANC president in Lusaka.

But soon she was on a -

collision course with radi-
cal leaders because of her
autocratic style and her
1issuing of political state-
ments made without con-

sulting the ANC leadership.

Tensions bubbled to the
surface when, in September
1986, a mob surrounded her
car outside the Cape Town

Supreme Court and hurled

abuse at her.

Her lifestyle was at odds
with the ANC'’s portrayal of
grinding poverty and sup-
pression in the townships.
She surrounded herself
with an entourage, a fear-
some team of personal
bodyguards, who came to
be known as the Mandela
United XI.

She swept in and out of
media conferences — like a
madonna of the left —
flashbulbs popping.

A R500 000 Soweto man-
sion — dubbed Winnie’s pal-
ace and completed for her
in 1987 — was a huge politi-
cal embarrassment. iSuch

was the opposition within
the black community that
she did not move in. It is un-
occupied to this day.

Then there was the infa-
mous ‘‘necklaces and
matchboxes” speech in 1987
in which she told a gather-
ing at Munsieville near
Krugersdorp: “With our
matchboxes and our neck-

- laces we will liberate this

land.”

It was an oft-repeated
TV film clip — and it back-
fired badly on the ANC. It
described Mrs Mandela’s
remarks about necklacing
as “unfortunate”.

TERROR

There were also rum-
blings about her dealings
with the right-wing US
businessman, Rupert
Brown, who claimed Man-
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dela had agreed to sign
over power-of-attorney to
him to protect the use of the
Mandela family name and
its “worldwide interests”.

That was repudiated by
Mandela’s lawyer, Mr Is-
mael Ayob, who said only
the ANC was empowered-to
act on Mandela’s behalf.

The Mandela XI, mean-
while, was putting the boot
in. They were not respected
for their footballing skills
— but feared for a reign of
terror that was provoking
ugly counter-reactions.

Mrs Mandela’s home in
Orlando West was burnt by
a group of 100 rampaging
youths who had also stoned
it — apparently in anger at
the Mandela club’s
excesses.

The Mandela XI then
stepped up a purge of dissi-
dent factions. Fears of open
gang warfare/in Soweto
between the rival groups
and news of Mrs Mandela’s
open intransigence were
conveyed to Mandela.

CREDIBILIT

3

The London Times
reported: “There are signs
that Nelson Mandela has
tried hard to keep his high-
spirited wife on the politi-
cal rails. He has nominated
advisers for her. She (Mrs
Mandela) would accept
them for a while — and
then go back to her bad old
ways.”

The film-star image
abroad of the embattled
martyr was fading fast.

The ANC and the “mass”
democratic movement”
were hatching plans to curb
Mrs Mandela and limit the
damage to the movement’s
international credibility.
The complaints from

Soweto also could not be ig-
nored.

Last October, a crisis

| committee was formed to

robe the activities of Mrs
andela’s bodyguards --
now the focus of ongoing in-
vestigations into the
alleged abduction of four
youths, including “Stom-
pie” Mokhetsi Seipei, from
a Methodist hostel in
Orlando East.

Committee members
included union and church

leaders such as Cyril ~

Ramaphosa and the Rev
Frank Chikane.

It was a Jast-ditch

attempt to plug the dyke in-
ternally before the storm

"DRASTIC

REALITY ... Winnie on
her wedding da

Community organisa-
tions now began to distance
themselves from the grow-
ing “Winnie” problem.

A meeting in PDobson-
ville, Soweto, of 150 com-

became an international
flood of unsavoury
publicity.

Foreign media reports
about a rift in the Mandela
marriage were persisting.
They quoted sources as say-
ing Mandela was angered
by his wife’s political state-
ments. Mrs Mandela issued
a statement through her
lawyers denying there was
tension in the marriage.

munity leaders took a dras-
tic step, ratified by Cosatu’s
shop stewards council. It
was resolved, among other
strictures, that no progres-
sive organisation should

grant Mrs Mandela a politi- |

cal platform, that she could
no longer claim to speak on

behalf of the community
and that no “progressive”

lawyer should act for her.
Events came swiftly to a

head when Law and Order |

Minister Adriaan Vlok said
last week Mrs Mandela and
her club would be the sub-
ject of a top-level probe.
The committee’s investiga-
tion then fell away.

And Mrs Mandela had
effectively been ostracised.

&

WINNIEMANDELA'’s international image
has taken a severe battering and it may
never recover.

Massive media coverage both in Britain
and Europe of the “Mandela Crisis” this
week saw her transition from a shining
symbol of her nation’s dignity to an embar-
rassment for the black liberation cause.

But Nelson Mandela’s reputation and
name have emerged untarnished.

. The African National Congress's exter-
nal leaders are still deciding on an .offlcml
policy regarding Mrs Mandela, but it’s reli-
ably understood they will support the stand
taken by black organisations in South
Africa.

In Lusaka, Mr Oliver Tambo, president
of the ANC, endorsed the disbanding of Mrs
Mandela’s bodyguards.

London’s large community of exiled
South African activists also insisted that
the liberation movement had not been
harmed by publicity surrounding the ac-
tivities of the Mandela United Football
Club.

“The ideals of the movement are greater
than any individual,” said one prominent

R Favving STaR

e

Crisis tarnihe

s her image

By JAYNE LA MONT: London

anti-apartheid activist. “Mrs Mandela is
not the ANC.”

The national Press devoted entire pages
to lengthy profiles of her — from her cour-
age in the face of banishment and banning
to the taste she later developed for haute
couture outfits and other finer things in
life.

The London Daily Mail said in an editor-
ial: “Her glamorous image can no longer
conceal the instincts of the gangster.”

Meanwhile, PATRICIA CHENEY re-
ports from Washington that Mrs Mandela’s
fall from grace featured prominently in all
major American newspapers.

They all carried long articles concerning
her in their Thursday and Friday editions.

The Washington Times quoted friends of
Mandela who said she had “become bitter
and very tough, a hater of whites who
rarely smiles.”

“What has driven the once rocklike
‘mother of the nation’ to become an embar-
rassment to her husband and her cause?”
the paper asked.







utter-
gonte

NDAN RIBu

is “above” the communi-
ty and of showing “utter
contempt for both the
crisis committee and the
community”.

It says: “‘She told us
(the crisis committee),
and she repeated this to a
church delegation . . . that
she is contemplating
holding a Press confer-
ence at which she will
publicly announce that
she is resigning from the
ANC.

“We do not know what
this means! We asked her
to hold back pending a
meeting between her and
a full complement of the
crisis committee which
can only take place in
mid-February ..."

An ANC spokesman in |

Lusaka confirmed a

/ memorandum had been '

received by Mr Tambo,
but did not know details

- of its contents.
The document was
written before there was

any certainty about the |
death of child activist |

James “Stompie” Moe-
ketsi Seipei, 14, and tells
of an approach to the cri
sis committee by “com-
rades” from Tumahole
(Parys) as well as by the
Methodist Church alleg-
ing that “Winnie’s boys
have kidnapped five kids
who were staying at the
Methodist Church mis-
sion house in Orlando
West ...

“We approached Win-
nie, who promised to give
us access to the kids ...
She immediately assert-
ed that they came to her
house voluntarily be-
cause they were tired of
being sodomised.

“She promised that the
kids would confirm that
to us ... The names of

_ the kidnapped kids are
Gabriel Mekgwe (Ika-
geng, Potchefstroom),
Thabiso Mono (Ikageng),
Katiza Cebekhulu (Ham-
marsdale), Moeketsi —
better known as Stompie
to his comrades (Tuma-

' hole, Parys), and Kenny
(Pretoria).

“When we approached

| Winnie, we did not di-
vulge to her that we

. knew the number of kids
involved. The reason for
this was that Stompie,
the 14-year-old kid from
Tumahole, was feared
dead by our informants.”

NE 19/07%9 v
Their fears were based

on testimony that Stom-
pie had been taken away
for further interrogation
after he had been so

badly assaulted he could

not even walk.

Torture

The report says that
“Kenny managed to es-
cape and he is present-
ly hospitalised as a result
of the heavy torture he
received ...

“Winnie produced Ga-
briel Mekgwe, Thabiso
Mono and Katiza Cebek-
hulu to the crisis com-
mittee. When we inter-
viewed them, both Ga-
briel Mekgwe and Thabi-
so Mono tried to tell us
that they left the mission
house voluntarily and
went to Winnie for pro-
tection ... ..

“During the course of
the interview we noticed
that both of them had
scars on théir bodies —
scars which were quite
fresh. They denied having
been assaulted. They
maintained that the in-
juries were sustained
when they fell from trees
at the mission house.

Coincidence

The memorandum says
“it is an improbable coin-
cidence” that of the 16 or
so children who lived at
the mission house, “only
those who had the pro-
pensity to climb trees”
should be sodomised.

The report said Katiza
claimed:
B That both Gabriel and
Thabiso were heavily as-
saulted. Stompie and
K:nny were also assault-
ed.
B That Katiza was in-
structed to contribute to
assaulting the four. He
:aas himself not assault-

- He believed that
Kenny had escaped, but
suspected that Stompie
was dead.

B Before running away
from Hammarsdale, Ka-
tiza was working with
CR Swart Security
Branch. He maintained
he did this because of
poverty. He was, accord-

ing to him, rejected by
both the UDF and Inka-
tha. He reckoned both or-
ganisations were after
him. :

The memorandum said
Mrs Mandela told the
committee later that she
had sent both Katiza and
Xoliswa to Lusaka.

“This is what prompt-
ed us to take this step of
communicating with you
(Mr Tambo) — hopefully
while the two are still in
Lusaka.

“We believe that Xolis-
wa can help us under-
stand her (own) role in
the whole rigmarole. This
is necessary because she
seems to be very close to
both Winnie and the foot-
ball club.

Drafted

“Interestingly, Zinzi
(Mrs Mandela’s daughter)
later told us that Kenny
had escaped. She made
no mention of Stompie.

“All organisational for-
mations that are Soweto-
based held a meeting to
discuss the issue. Present
at the meeting were
Methodists priests in-
cluding (Bishop) Peter
Storey; both SM and our
Sister from the crisis
committee attended.

The memorandum
says: “Both Gabriel and

~ tions were ratified by the

Thabiso said at the meet-
ing that they were heavi-
ly assaulted by the foot-
ball club. They were not
taken to a doctor, but
were treated by mem-
bers of the football club,
“After recuperating,
they were integrated into
Winnie's staff. They were
made to clean the yard,
and were drafted into
teams that take turns to|
guard the house at night.

Sodomised

“According to both Ga-
briel and Thabiso, they
were told what to say to
the crisis committee. At
that stage they obliged
because they were still
captive. They withdrew
almost everything they

had told us ...” including

allegations they had been

sodomised.
“The meeting took the
following resolutions:

“® That Winnie be ap-
proached and be instruct-
ed to produce Stompie.

“m That all progressive
organisations should no
longer give her a plat-
form.

“m That the football club
be dismantled forthwith
— lest the community
dismantle the club for
her. .

“@ That, from hence-
forth, she must desist
from creating an im-
pression that she speaks
on behalf of the people.

“®m That neither Krish
Naidoo nor any other
progressive lawyer in the
gountry should act for
er.

. “We were later in-
formed that those resolu-

Cosatu Johannesburg
shop stewards’ council.

“When Winnie was in-
formed about the deci-
sions of the meeting, her
immediate response was
to demand a list of all the
people who were at the
meeting. She seems to
think that she is above
the community! . ..

“When we insisted on
demanding Stompie, she
said that we must leave
this to the police, We are
raising these issues be-
cause we are imploring
you to act on Xoliswa
and Katiza.

“Help us. Map out the
way forward in relation
to the following funda-
mentals pertaining to
Winnie’s political life:

M Is there any point in
continuing to maintain
the crisis committee? We
promise that if you feel
so, we'll continue to
make our humble contri-
bution. However, your
input will be necessary,
i.e. in helping re-define
the new terms of opera-
tion designed to meet this
new ghastly situation
that is developing before
our very eyes.

W Is there a possibility
(at the moment we don’t
see any) of re-integrating
Winnie into the commu-
nity? Some ideas are re-
quired regarding this.”

R IR



ONLY | ASSAULTED STOMPIE,

oTBK'COAc

~ Tribune Reporter

STOMPIE SEIPEI escaped from
Winnie Mandela’s home a week
after he had been beaten,

This is the startling claim by one
of the key actors in the drama, Jerry
Richardson, 41-year-old former
coach of Mrs Mandela’s controver-
sial “soccer” team.

Mr Richardson, who stayed at ”vdeln’s houseguNb f—\jl

Mrs Mandela’s home in Diekploof

e 5&1’7%'. ncrga(t ﬁ%tw/oﬁo:

Extension, has told a Johannesburg
newspaper he went to Methodist
Minister Paul Verryn’s residence in
Orlando West in December where he
removed a group of boys — including
Stompie — and later assaulted them,

He said Stompie escaped about a
week after being taken to Mrs Man-

Said Mr Richardson: “He left the holes.

room he was sharing with me to go
to the toilet, but did not come back. I
afterwards discovered he had disap-
peared, and haven’t seen him since.

“I believe he’s either in the hands
of the Security Police, or is in hid-
ing.”

Stompie is, of course, dead. Mr

S —

‘ed with Stompie saw him on New|
'Year’s Day, terribly beaten and un-
able to walk., That suggests Stom-
pie died around then, and not a week
later, and seems to tally with the
findings of the forensic experts.

Mr Richardson said: “I was
only one who assaulted the youths.
None of the other people staying h
Winnie Mandela’s home took part.

O Forensic tests have established
that Stompie had been dead for a
week when his body was discovered
on January 7 between New Canada
station and Noordgesig township,
meaning he must have died within a
day or two of his abduction.

O At least one of the boys abduct-

TSN



WINNIE

onment without trial.

co-ordinating the affairs
of the African National |
Congress, at another he .
was abroad campaigning
for his movement’s
cause. When he returned
he had to go underground
for many months to
evade police capture, and |
finally he was sentenced
to life imprisonment for
offences rooted in his po- |
litical beliefs.

The Mandelas’ wed-
ding cake was not even
sliced — Nelson Mandela
had to ask for special
permission to leave the
marathon 1956 to 1960
treason trial, at which he :
was an accused, to attend

Tribune Reporter

WINNIE Mandela is familiar with suffering.

She has suffered for more than 25 years at the hands of almost every Minister of
Justice since John Vorster in the 1960s.

Mrs Mandela is a veteran of banning orders, house arrest, banishment, and impris-

his own wedding in the -

Transkei. Then he re-
turned to the dock.

Four years afterwards,
at the end of the Rivonia
Trial of 1964, Mrs Man-
dela saw her husband

j St

being sentenced to life\\
Mrsﬂ

imprisonment.

Through it all
Mandela, now 54, perse-
vered, having to cope
with raising two

and doing her job as 2 80~
cial worker  to support
them. At the same time

she had to contend with a

succession of banning

orders which restricted

her to the magisterial
district of Johannesburg.

She was banned from
attending or addressing

gatherings, and was

under house arrest be-

suffering

SUNDRAY TRISUNE '9102)R4

She has had to bring up two daughters, Zenani and Zinzi, single-handedly because
husband Nelson Mandela was away most of the time. At one time he was busy

tween dusk and dawn
every weekday, every
weekend and on publie”
holidays.

In the late 1960s up to
the early 1970s Mrs Man-
dela (with others) was de-
tained and charged under
the Terrorism Act. She
was eventually acquitted.

Her restriction orders
were lifted temporarily
in 1975, and the following
year she was behind l_)ars
under the “preventive”
detention clauses of the
Internal Security Act fol-
lowing the outbreak of
the Soweto uprisings.

In Orlando West,

attacks on her

cluding petrol-bombings.

Winnie Mandela in

“'Then, in 1977, the then-'

Minister of Justice, Po-
llice and Prisons, Jimmy
Kruger, banished Mrs
Mandela to the small
Free State town of
Brandfort.

She left Brandfort
_after her home was gut-
‘ted inexplicably by fire.

. Fearing for her life,
she fled to the Johannes-
burg home she had left
under her banishment
order in 1977, but in doing

so she contravened herj

banning orders.

Cape Town this week flanked

by her daughter, Zinzi, and one of her

friends, Farieda Omar

It was at the height of
the barbaric ‘“necklac-
ings” — by which people
were burnt alive by mobs
on suspicion of being in-

_formers for the “system”.

and she said: “With our
necklaces and our boxes
of matches we will liber-
ate this country.”

But uMama Wethu (Our Mother)
became even more alienated from her
community when an expensive, double-
storey mansion rose in Soweto’s afflu-
ent suburb of Beverly Hills.

There were uncomplimentary re-
'marks about the house — sarcastically

It was soon after, iy, wn og “pne Soweto Sun”. When, on

Krugersdorp in 1986, that
Mrs she made the remark
Mandela endured night that some believe laid
home, in-

its completion, it was not occupied the
remarks became more biting.
When Mrs Mandela rounded up a

the foundation for her .00 umper of youths and formed

fall from favour.

Her attackers were

never brought to book.

a “football” club (not exactly known for

its wizardry on the soccer fields), her
critics found more fuel for their ire.

Her allies, on whose platforms she re-
gularly delivered tough addresses,
‘turned their backs on her. ‘

They have declared that “she has not:
been a member of any of the democrat-
ic structures of the United Democratic
Front and Cosatu, and she has often
acted without consulting the democrat-
ic movement”,

Mrs Mandela has overcome great
hardships, — she is still suffering, but
now the suffering is of another kind.




o«

Stompie: A legend
. dead by 14

commands 1 500 kids
(: his township's vigilantes

O Stompie Mokhetsi (right) as he appeared in the
* Tribune of October 1987

THE Sunday Tribune was the first South African news-
paper to interview the “child general”, Stompie Mokhet-
si. Sarah Sussens, of the Tribune’s Johannesburg bureau,
recalls meeting the boy who had set himself firmly on a
path of martyrdom and who believed he would die at the
hands of the “system”.

Instead, his death was allegedly caused by his own
people and it caused the downfall of Winnie Mandela,
wife of Nelson, whom Stompie revered.

Interviewed in October, 1987, Stompie said he took
orders from his “African National Congress leaders”.

He had a strong sense of his own power. Yet, behind
his tough political rhetoric and dismissive attitude to
death and violence, Stompie was eager to please and, like
a child, prided himself on being popular.

Stompie led 1500 little soldiers in his army of
«Under-Fourteens” — children who defended themselves
with dustbin lids. The youngest was eight years old.

Stompie’s adult “comrade” friends from Tumahole
spoke proudly of the boy who was feared the length and
breadth of the town. He was a symbol of hope.

When we met him in Tumahole, the “fearsome” Stom-
pie surprised us by greeting us with a friendly kiss. He
had a bright, open face and listened intently to our ques-
tions. Despite his reputation and his toughness, Stompie
was just a township kid — hungry and angry. He wanted
to be heard. b



Sunday Tribune

COMMENT

Exit Zu.
Winnie&
Mandela

THOSE who lead the ‘“‘mass demo-

cratic movement’’ must have an-
. guished long over their decision to
denounce Winnie Mandela. She has
been at the forefront of the “struggle”
for so many years and undoubtedly
suffered much in the interests of the
movement of which her imprisoned
husband has been the undisputed fig-
urehead for close on three decades.

She has the name; she has the
courage and determination. She
earned herself recognition in the
world outside and acclaim at home as
“the mother of the nation”. That rec-
ognition came mainly from what
started as quiet and dignified but res-
olute resistance to the years of ha-
rassment by the authorities.

Then she lost her cool.

Occasional lapses were dismissed
as rashness, understandable in the
light of the extremeness of the provo-
cation. Rashness turned to reckless-
ness. She was unrepentant. Now by
her sayings and doings she has be-
come so much an embarrassment as
to be an unbearable burden.

In human terms her behaviour has
about it all the elements of tragedy,
particularly since her husband seems

so close to freedom. In political terms’

her rejection must have far-reaching
consequences.

It will be divisive. Bodyguards and
thuggery are, after all, fast becoming
endemic to that element of society
that has allowed impatience and bit-
terness to distort reason. Even Kkill-
' ings of the insufficiently radical are
held to be excusable.

To others, and we hope, to most, it
will be reassuring. It will offer conso-
lation and hope to the hundreds of
thousands of all races and all persua-
sions who still keep faith with reason
and the commitment to a peaceful
settlement. N

No matter what the politics of those
who do not see themselves as part of
the “mass democratic movement”,
they must surely recognise that dis-
owning Winnie Mandela in the name
of popular organisations like Cosatu
and the United Democratic Front re-
quired great political courage, and
very much more than that, steadfast-
' ness to standards of decency indis-
pensible to harmony. As long as those
standards remain uppermost with
most South Africans there will be
hope for real peace in the future.

Return to
rule of law

LAW and Order Minister Adriaan Viok
shows a great deal more concern for
those he incarcerates than did his
predecessor Jimmy ‘“Biko’s Death
Leaves Me Cold” Kruger.

Mr Viok has met and listened to the
pleas of those speaking for the hun-

~ dreds who have been detained with-

out trial, sometimes for years, and
has undertaken to release ‘‘a sub-
stantial number”.

The last thing Mr Viok wants is for
detainees to die of hunger in his jails,
and his meetings with lawyers and
churchmen, his subsequent, even if
belated, releases, show he is a man
of some flexibility with courage to act
when he has to.

Of course there should be no de-
tainees at all. As minister, Mr Viok
has been given far too much execu-
tive power to detain people as he

~ sees fit. As Minister of Law, he is the

law. No court gets the opportunity to
review his decisions.

Negotiating a peaceful political set-
tlement in this country will be almost
impossible until such time as this
Government returns to the rule of law
in which the courts have the final say
on the rights of the government and
the individual.

Paying Caesar

WITH barely concealed irritation, Fi-
nance Minister Barend du Plessis has
accused business of mustering its
best brains to team up against the tax
system. He seems to be asking how
business dare to avoid paying so
good a government as much money
as possible.

The only surprising thing is that the
Minister seems surprised.

Money earners in this country are
among the highest taxed in the world

~ and whoever can legally avoid paying

the government an extra rand in tax
does so with no blot on reputation of
individual or institution.

Until he and the government make
lower taxes possible, by getting rid of
costly ideology, he must accept that
people will pay unto Caesar as little
as they legally can.




Tambo’s help needed
 situation’

173 Presl

CP Reporter

WINNIE Mandela planned to an-
nounce her resignation from the ANC
at a Press conference, but was asked by
the Mandela Crisis Committee to post-
pone any decision until after a full
meceting with the committee planned for
carlicr this week.

This was revealed in a secret docu-
. ment sent to ANC president Oliver

Tambo in Lusaka shortly before the
| body of 14-year-old Stompie Seipei was
identified in a police mortuary this
week.

A copy of the document came into
the hands of City Press this week.

A Crisis Committee meeting was
held at the Mandela home last weekend,
but it is not known whether Winnie’s
offerté-resign - was discussed.

Winnie told City Press last week if
Stompiec was dead she would resign
from the ANC, and shortly after Stom-
. pic’s body was identified she announced
she would hold a Press conference.

“However, it was postponed while she

and daughter Zinzi flew to Cape Town |

to sce Nelson Mandela. She has refused
to speak to the Press since then.

The secret document to Tambo also
alleged Winnie participated in assaults
on Stompic and three other youths al-

legedly abducted by Winnie’s “football

team”.

It-says that although the youths were
severely assaulted they were not taken
® a doctor but were treated by mem-

s of the team.

in ‘ghastl

Crisis Committee sends document to exiled leader

After recuperating they were alleged-
ly integrated into Winnie's staff. They
were made to clean the yard and were
drafted into teams to take turns to
guard the house at night.

The youths allegedly said this after
they were'released from Winnie’s house
following the intervention of Oliver
Tambo and Nelson Mandela.

Two of the youths had preyiously
deniged this. : gl

After their release two of the youths
said they had lied to the committee
because they were still “captive” in the
Mandela: house at the time, and had
been instructed to say the Rev Paul
Verryn had sodomised them.

The youths said their allegations

against the Methodist minister were not
true, says the document. \
It condemns Winnie and claims she
showed “utter contempt for both the
Crisis Committee and the community”.
The committee claims the “Mother

i of the Nation” should be made to stop

creating an impression that she speaks
on behalf of the community.

The document also reveals the in-
trigue in which a few committee mem-
bers tried to trap Winnie and and estab-
lish what happened to Stompie, whom
informants believed to be dead. ‘

Kenny allegedly told the ‘“infor-

mants” he had last seen Stompie when
Stompie was being taken away for “fur-
ther interrogation”. He said Stompie
had already ‘been so severely beaten
that he was unable to walk.

The committee also requested that
Winnie no longer be given a platform by
any progressive organisation and that
neither Krish Naidoo nor any other
progressive lawyer act for her.

Shortly after the document was sent
to Lusaka Naidoo announced he would |
no longer represent Winnie. ]

As Crisis Committee members Frank |
Chikane and Beyers Naude were out of

the country and Cyril Ramaphosa was !

very busy, investigations into the so-
called Mandela United Football Club
were conducted by Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa, the former secretary of the |
SA Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Au-

brey Mokoena and Sister Bernard |

Ncube. :

The document says a memorandum
was drawn up by some of the youths
who lived with Verryn who witnessed
the kidnapping of five youths who were
staying at the Methodist Church mis-
sion house in Orlando West.

“We approached Winnie, who prom-

.sed to give us access to the kids so we

could see them for ourselves. She imme-
diately asserted that they came to her
house voluntarily” it said, allegedly
they were tired of being sodomised by
the priest who was giving them sanctu-
ary. “She promised that the kids would
confirm that to us when we saw them.”

Only three of the five youths were |
produced, according to the document.
The missing two were Kenny, who had
escaped, and Stompie. |

“Interestingly, Zinzi later told us that
Kenny had escaped. She made no men-
tion of Stompie. This reinforced our
suspicions about Stompie. We also kept |
mum about Stompie at that stage,” it
says.

CALY AR

At the meeting with the youths,

Mekgwe and Mono “tried to tell us that
they had left the mission house volun-
tarilty and went to Mandela for protec-
tion.from Paul Verryn™. i

The document says that during the

interview members of the committee
noted that the two youths had fresh |
scars on their bodies.

Under questioning they denied hav-
ing been assaulted and said they had
injured themselves in falling from trees
at the mission. o 1

The committee’s impression of Ka-
tiza, the third youth produced to them,
who was brought to the meeting by
Naidoo, was that he was a maverick.

Katiza later laid a charge of indecent
assault against Verryn.

The committee claims to have estab-
lished from Katiza that Gabriel,
Thabiso, Stompie and Kenny were as-
saulted; that Katiza, who was not him-
self assaulted, had been instructed to
assault the others; and that Katiza be-
licved Kenny had escaped and Stompie
was dead. .

The committee says it was prompte
to send the document to Tambo because
Winnic had said she had sent both
Katiza, and the woman, Xoliswa — who
had also made a statement against Ver-
ryn — to Lusaka.

The committee says Xoliswa, if ques-
tioned, could help them understand her
role in the whole “rigmarole”. |

“This is necessary because she seems |
10 be very close to both Winnie and the |
Football Club. She was heavily impli- {
cated in the information we received
during our investigations.” .

However, from inquiries by City

Press in Lusaka this week, it does not

appear that Xoliswa or Katiza have

been there. :

The document says that after the’
findings and recommendations of the
commitice Winnie started accusing the;
Crisis Committee of various “petty’

things, such as:

® That the Crisis Committee communi-
cates with Tambo and Madiba (Man-
dela) behind her back;

® The committec was assisting the po-
lice by investigating the abduction alle-
gation; y :
® The SACC and the Christian Insti-
tutc (transparent references to Frank
Chikane and Beyers Naude) were
“swolves in sheep’s clothing”.

“This was said to our faces. Winnie
does not seem to be aware that the
Christian Institute was banned years
ago.”

The committee wants to know wheth-
er there is any point in it continuing to
function.

However, it feels Tambo’s input will
be necessary to help redefine the new
terms of operation designed to meet this
“ghastly situation that is developing
before our eyes”.

They committee members also want
to know whether there is a possibility,
which they do not see at present, of
reintegrating Winnie Mandela into the
community.

S e e(i 5]
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Winnie Mandela has offered to quit the ANC.

Lawyer Krish Naidoo Oliver Tambo...sent ~)

no longer represents a secret document by

Winnie. the Crisis Committee.

Brutal 3
system |
blamed | 3

THE New York Times,
which has been giving ex-
tensive coverage to the

' Winnie Mandela saga,yes-
. terday said:

“For supporters of black
freedom in South Africa,
watching Winnie Mandela
over the last few years has
been like watching a bad
accident in slow motion
and feeling one’s confusion
turn to anguish and finally,
to profound sadness ...

“Winnie Mandela’s
greatest burden may have
been fame. Without ever
having sought the role, she

~ was cast as “Mother of the
Nation”. Yet ultimately
she could only act like
what she was — a black
person angry at being mal-
treated . ..

“The tragedy is that,
treated brutally by an evil
system, she too has become
brutal.” — Sapa :




Don't
desert
Winnie,

ANC
pleads

DERRICK LUTHAYI reports
C/ TN (Rres3from Lusaka ;0,59

THE ANC last night called for peace and
co-operation between the democratic
movement and Winnie Mandela and asked
them to bring her back into the fold for
counselling and guidance.

The ANC said it was with “terrible sadness”
that the movement considered it necessary to
express its reservations about Winnie’s judg-
ment in relation to the Mandela United Foot-
‘ball Club.

The ANC said it should not be forgotten what
Winnie had gone through — apart from her immense
contribution to the liberation struggle, she had
suffered the anguish of separation from her hus-
band for over a quarter of a century.

She had also experienced unending persecution at the
hands of the government — her banishment to Brandfort,

imprisonment, torture and sustained harassment for more
than 20 vears.

The ANC also extended its condolences to the family
and community of Stompie Seipei — around whom Win-
nie’s predicament revolves.

The ANC stance adds a completely new dimension to
the Winnie affair and follows the decision taken earlier
this week by the mass democratic movement which called
for the nation to distance itself from Winnie.

. Winnie had increasinelv become, in her own right,.a
symbol of resistance to rac- — :
ist tyranny — both at home
and abroad, the ANC said.
“We flrmly believe,
without prejudging the iss-
ues. that whatever mis-
takes were made should be
viewed against the back-
ground of her overall con-
tribution,” the ANC said.

“We consider it impor-
tant that the movement as
a whole should adopt a bal-
anced approach,’”” the
ANC statement said.

The organsiation said it
shared the concern of the
“mass |%tmmt:l‘.!'ﬂ"c ‘move-
n‘ien an strugglmg people

a whole” over the “seri-
dcvelop ts” . in the
a.s:hvxtles -of ther Mandela
United Footban-z)lub and

had tricd .to jfgéevene to
find an amea olution.

It had trled‘to use its
influence to disband the
group, but “unfortunately
our counsel was not heeded
by comrade Winnie Man-
dela”, the ANC said.

As Winnie did not be-
long to any structures, she

 “did not benefit from the

discipline, counselling and
collectivity of the mass
democratic movement”.

Under such circum-
stances, she was left vul-
nerable to committing mis-
takes  “which the enemy
exploited”.

The ANC believed that
the club had been infiltrat-
ed by “the enemy” who
guided them with the aim
of causing disunity and dis-
crediting the name of Man-
dela and the ANC.

“Qur people should not
allow' this. The ANC calls
on people to close ranks
and exercise maximum
vigilance against the vile
machinations of the en-
emy.

It was therefore neces-
sary to help ‘“comrade
Winnie Mandela” to find
her way into the structures
and discipline of the mass
democratic movement,

It was of paramount im-
portanee that Winnie co-
operated with all those in-
volved in the resolution of
the problem, the tANC
added, and said it was con-
fident that the mass demo-
cratic movement would
open its doors to her in the
interests of the people and
their struggle.”




Winnie affair

not likely to
affect ANC or

US su

DERRICK LUTHAY! | q}
reports from Lusaka

THE rift between ANC leader Nelson
Mandela’s wife Winnie, the UDF and
Cosatu is likely not to have any serious
repercussions  within the ranks of
ANC..

Lusaka on Thursday night from ANC
members who said the divorce be-
tween Winnie and the two organisa-
tions was not the real problem of
‘instability in SA. 5
Speaking as individuals while 2
statement was awaited from the ANC
hicrachy who met on Friday morning
to discuss the matter, they said differ-
- ent organisations had different ideas
to resolve their problems, while the
national organisation had its own,
A few minutes after it ‘became
- known in Lusaka that the UDF and
Cosatu had parted ways with Winnie,
comrades were seen in groups holding
scparate discussions on the matter. At
the end it became clear that they did
not see it.as serious, but left the real
answering to the party executive.
The saga of Winnie and the demo-
crative. movement came at a time
when the ANC in Lusaka had issued a
statement expressing full support for
cfforts being made by the Soweto
community and members of the publi¢
to solve the problems concerning Win-
nic’s “body guards”, the Mandela
United Football Club
This view is also shared by the
~ANC's overseas mission in the United
 States, which said the split between
Winnie and the mass democratic
movement was a “minor problem”.
US black leaders have also joined
~the bandwagon, saying the divorce

8@_

This was the impression | gained iri

port

PReLS

would not affect their backing for the
anti-apartheid movement as it was just
““a passing show” as far as internation-
al support was concerned.

The ANC’s New York representa-
tive, Solly Simelane, said the Mandela
affair was just a ““passing phase” and
that the focus should be on the system, .
not on Winnie. He said he did not
think this would have any serious con-
sequences as far as support was con-

- cerned.

US black leaders who support the
ANC said Winnie’s censure was not
likely to weaken international support
for an end to racial separation in SA.

Southern  Christian Leadership

Conference (SCLC) spokesman Jo-
seph Lowery said it was unfortunate

that the situation had developed, but
that it would have absolutely no effect
on support for the anti-apartheid
movement in SA. ;

“It contradicts the contention of the
National Party Government that the
leadership of the movement condones
violence. This obviously shows they
condemn violenice,” said Lowery.

He added that the SCLC had sent a
message  to  Archbishop Desmond
Tutu telling him and other black lead-
cers in SA that “this will in no way
diminish support. It actually may
cause us to increase our support be-
causce of what is seen as a crisis there”’.

A spokesman for Congressman Ron
Dellums said Winnie had never visited
the USA and was only one individual
in a large struggle. sl

“The situation would not affect leg-
islation for comprehensive sanctions
against SA. There are already 123 co-
sponsors this year and we intend to g0
forward to maximise the vote,” he
said.
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MANDELA

By SOPHIE TEMA ang SELLO SERIPE
GRAFFIT] denigrating Winnie Mandela was this week
SPrayed on the walls of the Centra] Methodis¢ Church in
Johannesburg and severg| other places around Johannes.

urg and Soweto,

Sprayed in black ang red paing was the message “Kiq
Killer Winnje» on the church’s Pritcharq Street wall,
Others Signs  read: SUDFE gy ‘Winnie”, “UDF

++« Winpje» and “Storey Pray for Winnije”,

The graffig; i
Saxonwold apg Parkyiey in the northern Suburbs



MANDELA GAG

. . . but she
' E speaks to
IR Gy Press

pea | tonight - further than that depends on investigations.” - ‘
DE?M&!‘D iBLaw: ) ks | Winnie and Zinzi looked very much at home yesterday om ’ - f
0 winnie Mandela at the Mandela house in Diepkloof, Soweto, and were om ln |

NELSON Mandela has gagged his wife busy deciding on a present for Zinzi's daughter, Zoleka,
. 9, to take to a friend’s birthdayparty.

Winnie and, th_e" daughte_r leI'ZI. 4 ‘ They did not appear to be preparing to leave the

| When Wu;me sought !‘llS advice in a 70-" country, of even their home, for the day. nera / rau

minute meeting at the Victor Verster Prison A person close to Winnie said: “Mama will face the . : :
’ near Cape Town on Wednesday, Mandela or- conscquences whatever happens. She will never rus away. By SOPHIE TEMA Seipei said the State had of-

befni® “Even during all those bitter years: when she was 2
dered her and Zinzi to not to make further restricted 10 Brandfort she refused to leaye STOMPIE Moekets; Seipei’s fered to have the body trans-

Press statements. Police : mother h ferred from the Diepkloof mor-
it , ; L g yesterday called at the Mandela home and took 4S NO money to h .

Winnie told City Press in an exclusnvq INErview | away for forensic tests a 30-passenger bus — claimed to be | him and is stuck withyhis Mu;;: u':'ar{‘ t:a. |)farlou:ith arystpnl(:e

yesterday: “Mandela believes the family should| (he vehicle in which four youths were fetched from the she had informed them of the

In an interview yest, d :
W Tl Pl i Ve home ,of Methodist minister Paul V D Yesterday,  date of burial. However; no ar-
retain. its dignity and not become involved in any 8.me of Methodist minister Paul Verryn on December Joyce Manankie Selpel subd | rangements Kol bas Sk e

more mud-slinging. He felt this especially as he feit| 3 ; she il ¢ ;
the Press has ﬁotgbeen giving mepa fairydeal » This was the second Mandela vehicle seized within a on T‘;’::lsrshd(;p "ng to bury Stompie  the burial because of financial
. ¢ : : i inted” 4 Yy —if she could raise roblems. :
Apparently Winnie and Zinzi have told people close to| Week. On Wed_ncsday police seized a minibus in which | the money. P %
them that Mandela was his usual loving self as a husband| Winnie was being driven home from Jan Smuts ‘Airport | “It is m i =
and father and did not even refer to calls that he should| after her visit to Cape Town. L s Y earnest wish and
divorce Winnie. i Police said the minibus was seized to undergo extensive | 9€sire to have him buried on
|

He sces the newspapers and is quite aware of what is| [orensic tests to see. whether murdered boy Stompie [ Thur ay because his body is
; already in a bag state of de-

being published, according to what Winnie said’ before| Seipei had been transported in “

she was gagged. ‘ : 4 ; composition,” she sajq, “If 1
Winnie said she had cancelled a Press confererice bthde money I would not Jet
scheduled for after the visit on her husband’s orders. 5 body be kept any longer.”

Winnie and Zinzi laughed at reports in yesterday’s
Press that she may have fled the country.
Law and Order spokésman Brig Leori Mellet was
quoted as saying the police did not know where Winnie
was. 4y



SToMmPIGE 'S Mom 1IN FUNERAL TRAUMA
Fhom Pg A

Yesterday family members
came together to look for a
means of raising money for the
funeral, but could not reach a
conclusion.

Seipei said she was unem-

ployed and her husband, Stom-
. pie’s step-father, was earning a
- meagre wage as a gardener.

For the first time yesterday,
the mother of the child activist
openly spoke of her son’s in-

volvement in the “struggle to
Iibente his people

i

Ms” often tolll her that he
vuntul to meet ANC leader -
. Nelson Mandela and smk to
¥ Mm befm heor Mudeh
~ Said Joyce: “Stompie often
told me that he wanted to ask
permission from State Presi-
i dent PW Botha to allow him to
speak to Mandela before one of .
them died.”
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Families tell of events that led to the brutal

butchering of seven children by Inkatha vigilantes

THE VICTIMS

Boy Mkwanazi, 15

By Mdu Lembede

A FATHER of one of
the seven school pupils
bludgeoned to death in
KwaMashu almost two
years ago was not
among the parents who
cheered after a Durban
judge sentenced two of
the killers to death last
week.

Thomas Mkhize of
KwaMashu, suffered a
heart attack immedia-
tely after identifying
the body of his 17-year-
old son, Mduduzi, a Std
8 pupil. He died in hos-
pital a few days later
and was buried a week
after his son’s funeral.

Mduduzi had been on
his way home from
school when he was ab-
ducted by a group of
heavily-armed men in
March 1987. He was bun
dled into a taxi and
taken on a terror ride.

The following morn-
ing seven mud-caked
bodies of schoolboys
were found dumped in a
ditch next to a deserted
lane which borders the
sprawling Lindelani
squatter camp and
KwaMashu township.
Mduduzi was among
them.

In what Mr Justice
Broome described as
“an efficient, well-or-
ganised and well-exe-
cuted slaughter”, the
children were frog-
marched to a cemetery
in Lindelani where they
were forced to jump
into a shallow, muddy
pond.

They were merciless-
ly butchered and then
their bodies were
dumped in a ditch.

Last week triumph-
ant cries of “Amandla”

Mduduzi Mkhize, 17

SHOCK KILLS

Makhehlana Ndiovu, 23

Sikhumbuzo Lushaba, 16

Bheki Mgwaba, 14

VICTIM’S DAD

from scores of families,
friends and relatives of
the seven children
greeted the death sen-
tences passed on two
Inkatha men who were
among a party of
armed Lindelani com-
munity gaurds (ama-
butho) who hijacked
taxis which they used to
kidnap schoolchildren
at random in Kwa-
Mashu.

Emmanuel Khanyile,
34, and Bhekani Phewa,
31, were sentenced to
death on each of the
seven counts of murder.
The two men were also
each sentenced to seven
years imprisonment for
the attempted murder
of the eighth youth,
Duncan Mntambo 17,
who was twice left for
dead but survived both
attacks.

In the trial both men
admitted to being mem-
bers of Inkatha. At the
time they were leaders
of the community
guards employed by the
suspended Inkatha Cen-
tral Committee mem-
ber, Mandla Thomas
Shabalala, the self-ap-
pointed squatter camp
strongman.

Seven other men who
were found guilty were
given jail sentences
ranging from six to 10

years.
Lefina Mkhize cried
uncontrollably when

she recalled the events .

leading to the killing of
her son and the subse-
quent death of her hus-
band.

Later she said: “Look,
I appreciate that justice
has finally been done,
but it all does not mat-
ter any more because
today I am a broken
woman, and no amount
of punishment given to
these killers would

bring back my baby and
my husband.”
Thulani Boy

Mkhwanazi, 15, a talent-
ed musician and con-
ductor of the Assemb-
lies of God church choir
in KwaMashu, was ab-
ducted in front of the
gate of his home while
handing out advertising
flyers for an electrical
repair business in the
township. He ran to a
neighbour’s house but
the men dragged him
out of the house and
shoved him into the
waiting car.

Apparently, the illit-
erate vigilantes mistook
the flyers for political
tracts by the UDF.

“I want whoever was
responsible for my son’s
death to know that he
really hit me where it

hurts the most. Thulani
was an only child, my
only present from God,”
said his father, Michael
Mkhwanazi.

“For more than a
decade my wife and I
tried everything hu-
manly possible to have
children but failed.
Then 15 years after our
marriage she gave birth
to Thulani, and from
that day he was every-
thing we lived for ...
and now he is gone.”

Sixty-seven year-old
Minah Mabele, grand-
mother of Eugene Boy-
sie Mabele, 16, who was
also kidnapped, said:
“When my little baby
was brutally murdered,
a part of me died with
him. I single-handedly
brought up my grand-
son and was hoping that
he was the one who
would take care of me
during my last days.”

When the vigilantes
abducted Makhehlana
Ndlovu, 23, a few
metres from his home,
little did they know that
his childhood sweet-
heart he was planning
to marry was five
months pregnant. His
son, aptly named Nko-
sikhona (God is alive),
was born a few months
after his violent death.

Bheki Mgwaba, a 14-

year-old Std 3 pupil at
the time, had been sent.
to buy bread at a near-
by shop when he was
kidnapped. The little
frightened boy is re-
ported to have been ter-
ribly brutalised.

Norman Lushaba, fa-
ther of Sikhumbuzo, 16,
said he was a very bit-
ter man. “Regardless of
the sentences passed by
the court, I am not
ready to forgive and
forget. They picked up
my son in the yard of
my house, and they lied
to me when I went to
them to try to get him
back.”

Mr Lushaba said
when he received news
that his son had been
abducted he went to his
ward councillor, who is
also an Inkatha official
and a close friend of Mr
Shabalala, and begged
him to do all he could to
get his child back.

He said the councillor
assured him that the
children were not going
to be harmed. He said
Mr Shabalala just want-
ed to ask them a few
questions, and would re-
lease them afterwards.
The following morning
Mr Lushaba was asked
to go and identify the
body of his son at the
mortuary.




