
  

soarin & 
SIR, — Had Dr van 
Zyl Slabbert, former 
professor of sociology, 
explained the roots of 
rural black Poverty to 
his academic audience ety 
at Natal University, 
Whites would not have 
remained ignorant and 
euphoric about it, as 
he alleged (The Daily 
News, April 12). He 
could have shown how 
over-population con- 
duces to Poverty and 
slums and have men- 
tioned the R85-million 
allocated in the recent 
budget for relief of un- 
employment. 

- And he did not ex- 
plain how the trite 
catch-word phrase 
“real reform” could be 
a panacea for Ppoverty, 
since, as the New Tes- 
tament tells us, the 
poor are always with 
us., 

President Nyerere’s 
remarks would have 

enlightening. He 
said that agricul- 

tural productian_ is the 
answer but that he 
could not perform 
miracles with his 
ple who don’t want to 
Work. So, he has made 
joblessness an offence 
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and conscripted thou- sands of idle males for 
enforced labour. 

Even in advanced 
countries, however, 

€ poor are with 
them. Market and 
Opinion Research In- 
ternational Poll finds 
that seven million 
Britons cannot afford 
to pay for their food 
needs and three mil- 
lions cannot afford to 
heat their homes (in 
th;tl chilly climate!) 

wealthy America, the young workless blacks 
loiter in streets piled 
high with garbage in 
the rundown inner city 
districts where Ppover- 
ty, overcrowding, 
slums and crime go to- 
gether. i 

Ineluctably, the high 
black population 
growth rate is a major 
cause of poverty. A 
Transvaal hospital has 
said that it handles 
2000 black teenage 
DPregnancies monthly. 
While one homeland 
leader has rightly said 
that even if the econ- 
‘omy be doubled it 
could not provide Jjobs £ for all, yet another, 
Chief Phatudi, has said 
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that blacks refus§ to limit their large famj. 
lies. 
 Our whites are ;r;:ng the world’s 
ighest-taxed Ppeople. 

They cannot, however, 
be a golden cornuco.. Pia pouring out end- 
less jobs, homes, 
schools and medical 
services for a 
Ppopulation. As Abra- 

m 

e . 
dustry is increasing]. 
turning over to tech- 
nology that replaces| 
Jobs, and a robot-mak- 
ing firm forecasts that 
robots will increase 
five-fold in industry in 
the near future, 

Of the millions overseas without, 
work, will 
find a job, 
them university grad- 
uates. In Britain 59 
percent of young 
blacks are jobless and 
in America half of 17, 
year-old blacks are 
functionally illiterate| 

on a treadmill of| 

Nor can this coun.| try’ al greater population, In- 
electably, the choice 
must be ‘een num- 
llgfirs and the quality of| ife, o s 
GERALD MACHANIK 

(Dr) Hillerest - 
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IT is a fact that today’s 
South African Govern- 
ment, under P.W Botha, 
is reformist. Just stating 
this is not enough though 
— what is important is 
what lies behind, and 
has given birth to, this 
fact. 

The Afrikaner parties 
of the extreme right ac- 
cuse Botha of torpedoe- 
ing the boat of “white 
power” through his re- 
forms. 

White liberalism, on 
the other hand — the 
dominant force behind 
the rationalist approach 
to capitalism — inter- 
prets the reforms as the 
only way to prevent a 
radicalisation of the 
anti-apartheid forces in 
South African society. 

Liberals think that 
more reform needs to be 
put into practice more 
rapidly. They think that 
the current reforms, be- 
cause they leave out the 
country’s black popula- 
tion, prevent capitalism 
from seizing the politi- 
cal initiative in the long 
term. Many of them 
therefore voted “No” in 
last November’s refer- 
endum. 

Generally, anti-apart- 
heid forcs, inside and 
outside South Africa, 
have analysed the re- 
forms as an attempt to 
perpetuate institutional- 
ised racism. What to an 
Afrikaner, conditioned 
by decades of racism, 
looks like the regime 
committing political sui- 
cide, appears to anti- 
apartheid forces as just 
a package of cosmetic 
measures. 

As for the regime, it 
presents itself as the 
force that initiated the 
process. It is quite logi- 
cal that it should do so. 
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Carlos Cardoso, 
Director of the 
Mozambican 
News Agency 
AIM, attended 
the University of 
the Witwa- 
tersrand until 
his country’s in- 
dependence in 
1975. After a 

  

nine-year absence he visited South 
Africa shortly before the signing of 
the Nkomati Accord. As a commit- 
ted member of the Mozambican 
ruling establishment, he concludes 
that, for a variety of reasons, South 
Africa is in a process of change. 
The Daily News Foreign Service 
condensed this summing-up from a 
series of articles he wrote on his 
return to Maputo. 
  

No government likes to 
admit that the policies it 
has adopted are the 
work of forces opposed 
to it. 

But when Botha start- 
ed off down the road of 
reform he had to explain 
what he was doing to the 
more conservative sec- 
tors of his electorate. He 

used a very expressive 
phrase. He told his 
voters: “Adapt or die.” 
In a very forthright 
manner, P.W Botha ex- 
plained that reformism 
was the order of the day, 
thanks to the force of 
history. 

In other ds, had 
there been ntinued 
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struggle by the South 
African people after the 
imprisonment of Nelson 
Mandela in 1963, had 
there been no mass mo 
bilisation of black work- 
ers in the factories, had 
there been no Soweto 
uprising, if the ANC and 
Swapo had not existed, 
if there had been no in- 
dependence won by Mo- 
zambique, Angola -and, 
later, Zimbabwe — in 
short if the peoples of 
Southern Africa had not 
been the ones who were 
making history over the 
past 20 years — the 
South African regime of 
today would still be 
apartheid in its “pure” 
form, apartheid as Ver- 
woerd knew it. 

The reforms spell out 
the fact that apartheid 
has now been obliged to 
present a new face to 
the world. 

It is natural for anti- 
apartheid forces to con- 
tinue stating that the re- 
forms are not sufficient, 
and that the struggle 
will end only when the 
last apartheid law is 
swept from the Statute 
Book, giving place to the 
legislation of a united 
and anti-racist South 
Africa. 

But it is also neces- 

   

    

ot 
sary to claim the re- 
forms as the product of 
popular struggles, strug- 
gles which, in daily life, 
are breaking down the 
barriers between South 
Africans of different 
races and colours. 

In the universities it is 
obvious that contact be- 
tween the races has 
greatly increased. 

This contact has also 
noticeably increased in 
suburbs such as May- 
fair. This was once inha- 
bited exclusivey by 
whites, mostly Afrikan- 
ers. Now you can find 
whites, coloureds, In- 
dians and blacks all liv- 
ing there. Likewise in 
the wealthy and cosmo- 
politan neighbourhood of 
Hillbrow. 

Contact is also normal 
in the houses and flats of 
many whites who are 
regularly visited by 
black, coloured or In- 
dian friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

There exists in today’s 
South Africa a black 
middle class of consider- 
able proportions. In 
common with the mil- 
lions of other blacks in 
the country, it shares 
the absolute deprivation 
of political rigats. But, 
in economi 
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Nkomati...culmination of complex 

some blacks are less op- 
pressed than others. 

‘one who visits 
Sowez) é‘oday will find a 
number of urban neigh- 
bourhoods that did not | 
exist at the beginning of 
the 1970s. They are not 
mere repetitions of the 
monotonous rows of 
miserable houses where 
the black proletariat 
lives, and where several 
families will inhabit 
each matchbox-designed 
hovel. 

In these new districts | 
there live businessmen, 
doctors, middle level 
functionaries working 
for multinational com- - 
panies. They have cars. 
They have television 
sets in their living 
rooms. They have smart 
furniture. Their houses 

_have gardens. 
\wNowadays there is 
hothing unusual in mem- 
bers of this class refus- 
ing solidarity with black 
workers’ strikes, if these 
will bring them no im- 
mediate benefit. 

Many children from 
this background left: 
South Africa after 1976 
to learn the art of guer- 
rilla warfare outside the 
country. Equally, many 
of these middle-class fa- 
milies are active in an- 
ti-racist organisations, 
and their involvement in 
these struggles merits 
as much praise as does 
that of poorer strata of 
the population. 

But this is the class 
which the South African 
Government sees as a 
potential buffer between 

  

 



  
itself and the mass of | 
black workers. How 

‘might the overall behav- 

iour of Q.!%l class devel- 
opY. - 

Opinions are sharply 

divided. Some argue 

that, as a class, it has al- 

ready been co-opted by 
the regime. Others deny 

this, and argue | 
class could have a key 

role to play in the crea- 
tion of a majority-ruled 

but capitalist South 

Africa. 
A new class alliance 

could slowly be forged 
tween this class and 

‘that this  into the 

litical rights were con- 
2d to urban blacks). 

While the most 
obvious aspects of dis- 

crimination (segregated 

park benches and so on) 

are being phased out, 

hundreds of thousands of 

blacks are being thrown 
] with 

a violence that has 
shocked even Western 
governments closely al- 

formist one. Changes, 

the white middle class, reforms, 

and perhaps also with a 
privileged stratum pl if 

. workers (a 

onal ons are 
Sevetlly mararing). 
101976 the Soweto up- 

Govern- 

ment. Today P.W. Botha 
is trying to regain that 
initiative — his govern- | 

ment intends to go on 

the offensive rather than 
merely L 

It seems that central 

to Botha’s strategy is 

the creation of a federal 

South Africa — which 

would be composed of & 
dominant 
the whites had guaran- 

teed their hold on eco- 

nomic power, - 
ed by a number of ethni- 

 cally-based and poverty- 

stricken mini-states — 

today’s bantustans. 

Botha could then | 

grant South African citi- 

zenship to four or five 

million urban blacks, 

with the rest of the 

black tion being 

mflfl“x the ban! 

    

are happening, 
and are altering the po- 

litical landscape of 
ith Africa. 
But they do not arise 

fin out of the desires 
e National Party 

leaders. It was mass 
struggle inside South 

Africa, on many fronts, 
and the entire liberation 
process in the region 

that obliged the Pretoria 
Government to look for 
a reformist way out of 

problems. 
And in historical 

terms, that is actually a 

retreat. 
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No real p 
e 

‘Ango 
WASHINGTON. 

Recent South African 

agreements with An- 

gola and Mozambique 

marked “no real pro- 

gress toward “the goal 

of regional stability,” 

according to the chair- 

man of the US House 

of Representatives 

Foreign Affairs Sub- 

committe on Africa. 
Mr Howard Wolpe, 

calling the agreements 

“inherently very fragile,” 

said they result “from 

South African military 

and economic col- 

lapse of the states in the 

! region. 
But Mr John Chettle, 2 

South African who is 

president of the South 

Africa Foundation, con- 

tended that US policy to- 

ward Southern Africa 

should receive a lot of 

credit. The Foundation 

oversees South African 

business interest in the 

Us. 
Mr Chettle said US 

policy “has led in a great- 

er measure to peace and 

reconciliation in the area 

than anything that has 

happened in the last quar- 

  

  
  

B 

ter of a century. I think it 

deserves enormous con- 

gratulations.” 

The two men took part 

in a debate on South Afri- 

ca to be transmitted by a 

Washington  television 

station, Weta-TV, to- 

night. It was taped last 

week. 

Forced 
Mr Morley Nkosi, 

South African-born direc- 

tor of African studies at 

Hofstra University in 

New York State, said Mo- 

zambique was forced to 

sign a treaty with South 

Africa because of the 

military incursions into 

Mozambique and the 

economic 

caused by the drought. 

Another participant in 

the programme, Mr Pat 

  

rgg_l\'ggfiwarns US o.flicial ; 

a,” Mozambique 

Fadcords fragile’ T 
Buchanan, a syndicated 

newspaper columnist and 

former aide to President 

Richard Nixon, argued 
however that South Afri- 

ca used its military power 

effectively in Angola 

which was partly why 

“the Angolan govern- 

menthas apparently made 

an agreement to remove . 

25 000 Cuban troops.” 

“If that leads to Angola 

eea.singwbeapanaf the 

Soviet empire itll be 
good for Black Africa, 

good for South Africa, 

good for the United 

States of America,” he 

said. 

eform 
Mr Chettle welcomed 

the discussions in South 
Africa about constitution- 
al reform and added, “the 

idea that the Whites could 
dictate the future of the 

country is finished. The 

- idea that this had to be 

aone unitary state — that 

there could be no feder- 

ation or confederalism 

... is also out the win- 

dow”. He indicated this 

could lead to a federalised 

state with a strong human 

rights potential. 

But Mr Nkosi pointed 
out the debate was taking 

place only in the ‘White 

community because 

Blacks have been leftout. 

And Mr Wolpe com- 

mented that in the pastth- 

tee years there had been 

“a very dramatic increase 

in representation.” 

He said the Reagan 

Administration’s *‘con- 

structive  engagement” 

policy has the US being 
seen “as entering into a 

long-term accommoda- 

tion with apartheid,” 
which he said “can only 

be destructive of Ameri- 

can influence and pres- 

‘Mr Buchanan said US 

corporations  in South 

Africa were providing 

jobs  and economic 

growth. “The vast majori- 

ty of the Black people, in 
my judgement, in South 

Africa are interested in 

progress— economic pro- 

gress,” hesaid. 
Mr Nkosi said US 

manufacturers g0 10 

South Africa for profit 

from cheap labour and 

stability provided by “ 

very reopressive regime”. 

—Sapa-AP. 

   

  
 


