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Compatriote,

Once more it is January 8th, the anniversary of your movement, the African Nadyional  
Congress. Today we observe its 76th year of active struggle as the leader of the

oppressed in our country and tho reprcaantativo of the democratic future towards

which the ovors-rholning majority of our people aspire.

He marked. this pe fit year as our Jubilee Year because our movement had. attained

75 years. To observe that Jubilee in an appropriate mamer consonant with our tasks

and our possibilities as the broad movement for national liberation; we decided to

assess whether 1T0 have in fact made tho the advance Which we thought necessary to

bring us norm: to the realisation of our cherished. goal.

How to Mart s of Stmmlo.

fore we do this, we would like to pay homage to all those who havo laid. down their

 

\ \\\“e“
e\

\‘g ves during our Jubilee Year in the struggle for our emancipation. I refer here not

only to our compatriots but to all other;! tbrmlghout our region who have perished: at

the hands of the apartheid regime of terror. As a result of the muderous activities

of this regime: every country in our region has tasted. the bitter tears of grief.

Throwhout ow? region, there are more graves of children which stand as a.’ monument

to tho limitless barbarity of the apartheid. system.

Igssacres in the MOEJfiH-Bimcfi

The killers came to Homoino in Mozambique and. butchered all in sight with chilling

savagerya They arrived in Zimbabwe to massacre a peaceful religious community. 1110

apartheid death machine rollod into Angola to kill and destroy. .Piotermaritz‘burg is

awash with blood of black people all of whom, Whatever side they havq'fcmght on, are

together victims of the criminal system of apartheid.
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Maputo and Livingstone, Harare, Lusaka, Gaborone, Mbabene and countless

towns ané-eities in South Africa and Namibia have each had their share of fune-

rals to bid farewell tb those 6h whoh the apartheid monster has fed, to satisfy

5 its thirst for human blood. As the innocent perished, the captain of the mur-
derers sneaked into Angola to urge his minions to more bloodshed, for the preser—

vation ofiaihe system of white minority domination. And thus stands hared the

true terroristugnd criminai nature of th “Bethereéime, ‘

PRETORIA'S INTENSIFIED REIGN 0E TERROR

This continued campaign of .ternnr has been carried out by the apartheid

regime precisely because we-, together_with the peoples of our region, have indeed

been able to advance towa.rds victory;"lt is true that we have not advanced on
all fronts in our general offensive towards people' s power with the same speed

and success": There has beén an uheven development of our strugg1e precisely , _ .

because the enemy, aswe had expected, has continued to fight for its life. But 7

we have advanced because we have dared to struggle despite the enemy' s ,desperate

reign of terror.

As OEEZJfibilee Year came to a close, it was cleo.r that our country has

polarised Iifito two opposing camps, one representing liberation, democracy and

peace and the other, oppression; racismand war. Throughout this past year our

enemy has tried to defeat and suppress the forces of national liberation and

\ democratic change. At the same time the racists have sought to increase their

own strength by working to consolidate their own ranks and luring to their siae

as maqy people as possible. All this has been without 5u99°§$1 .

~The failure of the enemy to achieve these objectives constitutes for us a

, stratcgiéf'eldvance and is central to our assessment of the continuing shift in ‘

the balahce of forces in our favour and therefore our advance towards people's

powerfi“

To appreciate the decieive impoftance of this advancet,it is necessary to

understand, in its fullness, the degree and scope of the counter—offensivee

launched by the Pretoria regime in its efforts to recover ground that it had lost

in the previous two years in particularn At the heart of the respohse of the“

enemy hqe been its attempt to liquidate the ANC and the mass democratic metemeht'

through a sustaine§.campaign of extreme repression and open terrpr.
\

'This has bEefi coupled with an aggressive political offensive both inside and

outside the country designed to‘give the white minority regime a cloak of legi-

" timacy and to turn the masses of our people and the world community against our

7broad mgvement for national liberation. '35 we have said, the rest of the peoples

of our region have themselves, more than ever before, been victims of the inte- .

( grated counter—offensive of the forces of racism and fascism.
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RULE BY FORCE

In 75 years of struggle under the banner of the ANC, we have never known a

campaign of reprGSSion as coldly calculated and systematic as we have ehheri-

enced this past yearn The emergence into the bpen of the so—called National

Security Management System as the centflal instrument of goVOInment, its core

composed of the racist army and pelico, is indication enough of the decisive

importance of the use of farce es the principal meéns of government. Accordingly

we have seen the network of the so—edlled Joint Management'Centres, operating

under the direction of the State Security‘cbuncil, envelop our people under a

blanket of institutionalised state terrorism which we have never had to endure

before.

We are all aware of the practical meanihg of these developments. The issue

is not just the imposition of the dastardly state of emergency. The effort to

.‘laintain the so-called security of the apartheid system has meant a determined

 

attempt to break the will of the people ahd'to destroy our organisations through

sustained terror carried out by soldiers,Lthe‘poliee, kitskonstabels and secret

assassination squadsa

MASS ARRESTS AND TORTURE

Together with all these activities9 which itis hard to believe are carried

out hy people who still expect to be called human beings, have been the mass

arrests and detentions. 'The torture, physical=nnd psychological persecution

and abuse of our peop1e9 among-them children, goes on unabated. So determined

has the regime of the oppressors been to use force that it has employed toargas

against detainees inside prisons themselves. To break the youth in particular

the enemy has, as we know, even set up special indoctrination camps designed to

train the young to serVe as pliant tools of the regime of murderers.

Some among us the fascist regime decides to imprison or to hang. Even now,

countleSs show trials are taking place9 with some reported and others not. As

we speak, scores of our people are facing execution while others are doomed to

serve long terms of imprisonment. By the end of the year more will be confronted

with the same grim prospect of lcgalised murder, some of which will be carried

out in secret, as is happening already.

The fascist tyrants are determined to ensurethat none of this truth should

be known or told. For them the darkness of the night and the terrible void of

ignorance are elements which guarantee the success of their nefarious schemes.

Nothing should be known except that which the killers decide should be knowno

Lies and disinformation are among the-tools that must be used to guarantee the

survival of the apartheid system. To ensure this, the racists have imposed press

restrictions which are without precedent in our entire history.
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meITARt OCCU‘PATION

u Many of our townships remain under the occupation of the murder squads of

l the army and the police which we have been talking about. To camouflage their

true purpose and to bribe us to accept the tyrannical rule of the apartheid

regime, these same killers core to us bearing gifts. Such is the fool's paradise

'which derives from the arrogancr of recisny making the slave—mastcr believe he

1 can quell the rebellion of the slaves by increasing their rations.

What we have sphken of is not a system of random acts. The incidents, the

fit acts and the measures are all part of a systematiscd and integrated process of

rule by terror. The plan of the enemy is that those who dispose of this tyran-

=§ thical force should occupy all vantage points in society and co-opt as many people

~ and social forces as possible into the organised system of repression. Hence we

,sec that some municipal councils, elements among the white business community,

some teachers and others have already been drawn into the Joint Management - .

[Gentres as partners in state terrorism. None of these who continue to accept

to co—operate with the apartheid regime can expect that they will escape this

fate of having to serve within the military structures of terrorist domination

that this regime is putting in place.

,

V At the same time, we are aware that tho racists have themselves recognised

the fact that their camgaign of repression hvs not succeeded as they thought it

would. Therefore they continue to devise new mcaefircs further to tighten the

noose around the people. The new conditions which the Pretoria regime sucks to

impose on the universities, to transform their administrations into-instrumcnts

of repression, are part of this process. So also is the Billy which the racist

parliament is considering, designed to strike. In an effort to break the wide-

spread rent boycott and deprive us of this weapon in future, the apartheid rcgime‘

Lelso continues to work towards passing legislation which will comhcl employers

‘tc deduct rents from the pay packets of their employees; These are but some of

rthc ways and means that the racist regime is and will be devising and implement—

,ing to ensure the survival of the criminal system of apartheid.

fiSPIEIT OF FREEDOM AFLAME AMONG THE MLSSES

The enemy's campaign of intense repression has tested the strength of our

commitment to liberation? our determinaticn and ability to fight on, end the

firmness of our adherence to the strategic objective of the seizure of power by

the people through struggle. It is with pride that we can say, on this historic

>occasion, that one of the outstanding and indelible achievements of our Yes; of

» Advance to People's Power is that we have con; through that test as tempered:

"
l

steel.  
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The attempt of the apartheid regime to destroy the will and determination of

the people to liberate themselves has failed completely and utterly. How beauti-

ful it has been to see and feel the spirit of freedom aflamo among the masses

of our people. How inspiring the message that has come from every corner of our

land that victory is certain° We have confronted death and unimaginable suffcr— I

ing in our millions and in action declared that all these pale into insignifi—

cance in the face of the historic miesion we have to carry out - the destruction

of the apartheid crime against humanity.

Contrary to the plans of the enemy the mass political army, on whose shoul-

ders rests the task of dislodging the apartheid regime7 has remained firmly in

the trenches of struggle, determined to remain on the offensive. Among the

workere and the youth, the rural masses, the women and other sections of our

‘eople, the level 'of commitment to the task of liberation has hevei‘ been higher

hen it is today. We defeated the efforts of the enenw to reverse our gains.

We shattered its hopes that after three years of the most intense struggle; we

Will be suffering from battle fatigue.

We have also both maintained and enhanced our level of unity at this mass

level. The criminal vigilante groups which serve the interests of our oppres—  sors, remain a small fraction of the people. As the racists have continued to

trumpet their determination to proceed with their so-called reform programme,

we have further strengthened our unity around the demands contained in the

Freedom Charter, around the perspective of a united, democratic and non—racial

South Africa.

Organisationallya that enhanced level of unity has found expression in the

’growth of that mighty arm of the workers of our country, the Congress of South

African Trade Unions end its affiliates. The mains made in translatigg the

vision of one industry one union into reality; attracting ever more workers into

the Cosatu unions and adoptigg the Freedom Charter as the common perspective of

our working class, are all important victories ccmcntihg and raising the level

of unity amang the workers.

These achievements, which are of great importance to the entire liberation

movemehtg contributed to the success of our historic struggles which the

workers and the masses of our country founht during this past year. These

include the thy 6th and June 16th stay—at—homc, the epoeh—making mineworkers'

strike and those of the railway and postal workerso In action the working

class continued to take its place as the loading social force in our struggle. STRENGTHLN UNITED ACTION

'This year we shall be observing the 5th anniversary of that great formation

of the democratic movement, the United Democratic Front. In the brief period

9   
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of its existence, the UDF has earned the love, devotion and allegiance of the

millions of our people. This is bccahse it has stood in the forefront of strug-

gle and remained firm in its objectives and determination despite a bloody

effort by the racists to liquidate it. It is the task of the entire democratic

movement to ensure that the UDF is strengthened and defended by all available

means against the enemy's counter-offcnsive. It is also of tital importance

that We work to strengthen the links between this mass orga.nisé-tion of the

people and other formn.tions of the denochtic movement.

Central to th<~ process of tho streengthening of the organised base of the

mass democratic movement has also been the emergence of such organisations as

the South African Youth Congress, the UDF Women's Congress, the Congress of

Traditional Leaders of South Africa and the National Association of Democratic

Lawyers» As we know, the further development of this unity has correctly

taken place not only at the national but also at local and regional levels as

well. V

During the past year, all the mass organisations of the people came under

intense pressure from the forces of repression. He are all aware that many of

these did in fact suffer seriously. In certain areas, street and area commit—

tees have been crippled, local organisations severely disrupted and regional

and national leadership collectives depleted through arrests. Offices such as

those of Cosatu and the UDF hate been bombed and set on fire by agents of the

Pretoria regime. In some townships, the regime has tried to replace the orgcns

of people's power, which the people had created themselves, with an army and

police administrition through the system of the so—called Joint Management

Centres. All of this was intended to strangle the organised formations of the

mass democratic movement so as to 10?VG the people lendcrless and therefore

incapable of unite; and concerted action.

ENEMY INTENTIONS DBFEATE

It is again with pride that we can say that in the strategic sense the

enemy h:s been defcs.t ed in its intentions. Whatever the reverses we have

suffered, we have, in the main, successfully dcfcnded our organisational formu—

tionso In certhin instances, as we have said, We have actually expanded the

organised formations of the mass dcnocrntic movement“ Given the fact that they

have sunk their roots deep among the massesg to destroy the mass.democratic

organisrtionS} the enemy would have to carry out the impossible task of annihi-

lating the people themselves.

As part of its all—round counter-offcnsive, the a "rthcid rpgimc had also

hoped that it would break the links between the people and their movement and

army, the AEC and Umkhonto we Sizwe, weaken and destroy ouf capacity to act and
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transform us into irrelevant historical remnants. 0nco_more thc enemy has

failed dismally. There is no doubt that we enter this~ycar with the prestige

and authority of the ANC and Umkhcnto HO Sizwo higher than they have ever been

before and, correspondingly, With an even heavier responsibility to discharge

the tasks which history has assigned to them.

LET GOVAN MBEKI SPEAK!

We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our warm welcome to

that oustanding people's lcwdcr, Isitwalandwo Comrade Govah Pmeki, released

after 24 years as a captive of the common enemy of all our hoopla.

To you, dezr comrade, we say; the example you have given to us all, both

while you were in prison and since you were released, has served as enormous

gnoouragoment and inspirstion for s'll our people and the entire movement for

ational liberation. No arc strengthened by the fact that you have rejoined us,

albeit in the largcr prison that is apartheid South Africa, to continue the

struggle with us as a comrade, a oollcaguc and a loader. Your release during

our Year of Advance to People's Power was one of the historic victories of that

Year and of the national and inttrnrtixnal forces fighting against the

apartheid system.

We salute all these forces which have, for decades¢ sustained the struggle

for the immediate rnd unconditional release of all pslitical prisoners. Govan

Mbeki‘s release should serve us further encouragement to us all to campaign

with oven grcatcr vigour until this common and urgent objective is achieved.

Let us also all join forces to demand of the Pretoria regime to LET GOVAN

’JEBEKI SPLAKyl Th:- rcstrictions by which the enemy, continues to imprison our

leaders must go“

PEOPLE'S ARMY, PEOPLE'S WAR

During the past year, the racists clso.carried.cut a.concerted campaign in a

vain attempt to paralysc thb armzd struggle. It is truc that your army,

Umkhonto we Sizwc, has suffered a nucmcr of casualties in terms of combatants

and commanders killed or chtuer. Lanna those killed were Comrade Job Tabancy,

popularly known as CASsius flake, uember of our National Executive Committee

and the Military Hcadouartcrs 9f rchonto we Sizwc, as well as other outstand—

ing members of the people's army such as Sello Motau, Lshloy Kriel, Phillip

hatabnnc, Sechaba Hokutu and Shadrack Kaphumulon On this important national day we pay tribute to them all and thtir comrades—inuarms whom we have not

mentioned, som; of whom have purishcd as well, some of whom arc in enemy hands

awaiting or on trial? and 0thprs who have already been illcaally sentunced.  
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By their activities, all these, together with the masses of our people who

joined them to prosecute the armed struggle, nullified the schemes of the

enemy to thwart Qur'armed resistance and further strengthened,the basis fer

us to succeed in our objective of trfinsfnrming our armed offensive into a

people's war.

Indeed the enemy has been forced to admit that despite its efforts, we

escalated our armed offensive throughout the Year of Ldflnnce to People's Power;

Having failed te hide the actions We carried out in many parts of the country,

including those executed in support of the strikihg railway fiorkers and the

rent boycott, the ehemy had no choice but to make this admission. The mass

base of the armed struggle has continued to expand and the people's commitment

to wage this strugmlc’to its successful conclusion further deepened°

DIVISION AMONG THE WHITE MINORITY

Yet another element in thL reverses suffered by the apartheid regime

during our Jubilee Year has been its failure to realise the goal of arresting

the process of splintering of its social base into many political factions.

The white elections on May-6th were called to achieve this objective° But

what is the positicn today?

The forces of white minority domination are more divided than they have

ever been in all the four decades of apartheid rule. Never again will the

racists reggin the unity which they so franticallyvscekfly,0f importance in

this regard is the continuing defection of some Afrikanors from‘the camp of

racism and apartheid“ Regardless of the distance these new democrats have

travelled towards genuinely democrttic positions, thcifact of'their‘hreak / 1

with the perapéotive of white minority domination constitutes an important

contribution to the common future we seek to build — of a South Africa that

will belong to all South Africans regardless of race or colour. The meeting

held in Dakar will always remain one of the benchmarks in the efforts of our

people to unite against the apartheid system.

 RESISTAHCE T0 RACIST RULE BY THE-GUN

Of major importance also is the fact that the more the racists have relied

on their armed forced to ensure the survival of the apartheid system, the

sharper the contradietions and conflicts within its armed and para—military

forces have become. The pblice and army mutinies in South Africa and Namibia

with which the Pretoria regime had to contend in our Jubilee Year are vital

indicators of the impact that our continuing struggle and the deepening erisisr

of the apartheid system is having on these decisive elements of the apartheid-

state machinery. The campaign t0 resist conscription into the army of v ‘s
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oppression and agéression remains one of the outstanding tributes to the

humanity‘of the fihite youth of our country who, despite the préspect of severe

penalties, refusb to bo‘turned.into the murder machine of the apartheid regime.f

We would like thése brdve and noble young compatriots to know that lbng after -

the apartheid regime has become a thing‘of'the past; the people of our country

will honour them for their courage and principled opposition to racial‘tyranny.

The ongoing process of the cellaPSCVBfflEhélafihrthéichrEatbdninstithtionsiJ"

Thc fhst‘that-the-cnemy‘has ib$Hiohse against'théhpeoplé'hothwitsflpuppet armed

forces within those bcntustans as holl'ns the-equally‘hurderousrVigilnnté

groups§iis a sign not of strength but of.the reality that those.enuqy drgan:

of apfiTthéid-powcrare thumselves fightinga-rear~u:rd bnttlQ-whichyis doomed

.to fail." The aperthcid tri—camera1 parlizmen‘t, so -.ovorwholni‘ngly’ réjectcd :by

tbe overwhelming majority of our people; as was rebonfirmed on Max 6th, is

itsolfjshhject to the same crisis that tho apt‘rthcid system as*a whole is ~

experféfléinéas' e. rdsult 6f our struggié; That parliament too will disappear

in tho f5cc of our continuing offensi+o~t0 create one thatiisitruly représdnta-

tiveogwa.11;the people of our céuntryu

Ohce more, we call on our Indian and Coloured compatriots who serve within

this apartheid institutinn to abandon thc path of trenchery by withdrawing from:

this‘ihstitution. For too long alruady they have stretched the patience of

tho pedplc which is not endless. Those among the whites who are opposed to

apartheid must themselves consider what purpose their continued membership

of thélhhite pérliamont serves, rbcognisihqthat'no democratic transformation ‘

’can be brought about by :L'n a1t‘rrthcid institution.

PEOPLES OF THE WORLD UNITE LGhIfiST APARTHBID

During the year of our75th Annivcrs?ry, the positions of thc Pretoria regime'

externally also continued to wcnkcn at n.n accelerated che. We, on:'the other

hand, have ended our chr of Ldvancc to People' s Power in a stronger position

than ever before. Even those who do not accept our policy and perspectives

have recognised the fact that there can be no solution of the South African

question without the participation of tho LNG and the mass democratic movement

as a central force“ Furthermore? thc issue of thu recognition by the nations

of the world of the illegitimacy of the apartheid regime is today firmly on

the agenda. The historic hrusha Conference, which met under the theme 'The

World United Lnsinst Lp‘rthcid for Democratic South Africa"9 played an

important pnrt in bringirg about this result which is of ccntnal importance

in our strupglo to iibur‘t; ourselvesu
?,-1 1. 
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Similarly, the hopes of the racists that they could defuse the campaign

for sanctions have come to nought» Despite the efforts of the major Western

powers to shield the apartheid regime from effective international acticn,

the peoples of the world have taken the struggle for the international isola-

tion of apartheid South Lfriceyet another step forward. Many areas of the

world, including the socialist countries and the overwhelming majority of

member states of the UN, the Non-Aligned Movement and the DAB, have continued

their total isolation of apartheid South Africa. Others, such as the Nordic

countries, have in the past year adopted important measures in this regard.

With the sole exception of the United Kingdom, the countries of the Common-

wealth also resolved in favour of further sanctions against racist South Africa,

as did the group of Lfrican, Caribbean and Pacific eeuntries, The US Congress

also remains seized with this question. We are convinced that despite the

stubborn resistance of the Reagan hdministratien, the legislators 0f the United

States will act to inpese further sanctions against the racists.

SOUTHERN AFRICA RESISTS CAMPAIGNS 0F AGGRESSION

The Frontline States

Nearer home, the independent countries of Southern Africa have beliently continue

to resist the campaign of aggression and destabilisation which the Pretoria

regime tcek to new heights this past year. Despite the high price they have had

to pay, they have refused to be intimidated into accepting the status of client

states of apartheid South Africa. As the year came towards its close, the Pretn

oria regime had te pay dearly for its racist arrogance on the battlefield of

Angola. When the white youth it had sent forward as cannon fodder began to die

in‘ this undeclared war, their mothers and fathers began openly to question why

it was that they had to be in Angole at all. In the end the Bethe regime will

have to answer to the millions of mothers and fathers throughout Southetfit‘flnipa

as to why their children had to pexish when they had not even so much as set one

foot on South African_sei1.

We would like to take this opportunity once more tn extend our warm congra—

tulations to that outstanding African sthtesman, Comwade Robert Gabriel Mugabe,

on his recent election as the first Executive President of the Republic of

Zimbabwe. The process of consolidation of people‘s poWer in this neighbouring

country strengthens the revolutionary process in our country as well.

Namibia > >_ . .

The struggle of the sister peaple of Namibiea under the leadership of SWAPO,

has continued to deliver powerful blows against thernpartheid forces of occupa-

tion and colonialism. These achievements of the Namibian people, for which

they have been prepared to make the necessary sacrifices, have been an: 
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important factor in the furtherance of cur own struggle against the common

aparthcid onumy. WC are certain that the continuing political? military and

diplomatic strupglc of tho Henibir.n people will bring thet country ever closer

to its lcng—overduc indupcndcncu.

THE WAY FORWARD

What then are the lessons that we should draw from all that I have said, and

from here, where do we go? What is the way forward? One of the outstanding

features of this pASt ytnf is that th; aparthcid regime org nised itself and

acted in a manner designed specifically to stop our advance to people's power

and to rovUrsc our gains. At thc centre of its programme for counter-insurgency

was the idea that the enemy could recapture the initiative and thus force us

.n to the defensive, if we still had any capacity to carry on with the struggle.

Plan: Ornnnisuz Attack

The second outstanding feature of our Jubilee Year is that, through heroic

strugw#10, we suéccedcd in nakinn a strategic advance. Steadfastly maintaining

our perspective of advance to pouplc' 5 power, we fought on to accomplish the

tasks that go to make up that advance. In strugglc we have answered the ques—

tion — what is the way forward? The answer is that we must remain on the

attack, maintain our offpnsive pasture and, in struqnlo, win new ground in

our advance towards people's DOWLTa To wrest that new ground from the enemy

requires that we filnn for action, ergfinisc ourselvcs fcr actinn, and on the

basis of those plans and relying on our organised strength, attack the enemy

n all fronts as a united force. To achieve a further advsnce to pcoplc's

flower, thosu must be our watchwords ~ PLAN, ORGJ.NISE, ATTACK:

Weaken thy Enomx

In this context, uur opcrltinnal aim must remain that of weakening the enemy

all—round and strcnptheninc <.ur forces in strugrlco At all times we must

focus our attuntiin an the ?_ccisivc questioh of further altering the balance

of stronflth in our fbvour - to weaken thc eporthtid regime through struggle and

to strengthen our f’oices in struggle. Ls part of that process, we must ensure

that we attack the unumy in all areas so that we disperse its forces, so that

it is unable to conCuntrato thusc in a few areas at a time, to its advantage.

What, then, fire some of the issues to which we must attend?

Our central task is tv arginiSL 3nd mobilise our pocplc in their millions

to doliVLr mighty blows figsinst our onmmon onomy, thu white minority regime,

for the realisation of the objective =1 a united, democratic and non—rncial

South Africa. This means that we must continue tn build the broadest possible united frnnt against aparthoifl for a democratic South African A11
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organisations to which the people belong, whether cultural, sporting, profes-

sional, religious nr of other types, should understand thfit they, too, have an

obligation to engage in struggle in pursuit of the common cause. Let the

fact of the united opposition of millions of our people to the apartheid system

find expression both in united action and action within a united front.

Build Qpitx
 

That unity must also characterise our concerted action to defeat the attack on

Gosatu, the trade union movement in general and the workers as a whole repre-

sented by the amendment to the Labour Relations Act currently before the racist

parliament. All formations of the democratic movement must join this fight as
their onn because it is indeed their cwn. We know that the enemy has identi—

fied as one of thy principal tasks of its eamfiaign of repression to break the

strike movcmant. Through unitpd national action lct us stop the enemy in its

tracks and, by our victory, further consolidate the trade uninn movement and

strengthen the bonds of common strugglh among all formations that make up the

democratic movement.

Streggthen the Peonle's Ornanisutions

Much work rumains to be dune to ncccnplish our tasks of organising the unorgan—

ised and thc unemployéd workers both in the towns and countryside and to engage

them in strugqlc. The fact that the apartheid regime and the employcss take

advantage of tho unorgrnised and unemployed to recruit for the organs of state.

repression, to break our strikes ?nd to guarantee themselves supor-profits,

emphasises the importance and urgency of these tasks for the entire democratic

movement. The same urgency to carry out further organisational work among the

youth and students obtains, despite the great strides mat we have made in this

regard. The women's movement has the potential, already proven in struggle,

to become one of the strongest components of the_mass political army of revolu—

tionary change. For this to be realised, the tasks we have set ourselves in-

the past to organise a broad women's mcvemcnt have to be accomplished° '“L'.:_

Similarly, the religious community is of vitnl importance to the success of the

common struggle to end racism and racial domination. Further to enhance the

contribution that this coununity is making, we must adopt new measures to

ensure that it plays its role to the full. The decisions originally adopted

at the Conference of the World Council hf Churches in Lusaka last year and

since endorsed by the churches within our country, provide an important vanf

tage point from which to engagc the religious community in struggle at ah even ‘

higher levole

' 0.
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Cultural Workers,

The workers in the field of culture hate cleariy recognised the vital impor-

tance of their own participation‘in the struggle. 'We~hnvc to work consistently

inthis field to ensure that those workers also scc‘themeelvcs as frontline

fighters and not merely a roscrvc to bo called upon by somebody else as need

arises. This applied similarly to thc sportsponpip, both amateur and profes-

sional, who should themselves, together with the rest of the democratic move—

ment, elaborate wflys and means by whioh to harness the energies of all sports

enthusiasts, pl:ycrs 9nd spectators,to help end the apartheid system so that

in a normal society we oc.na11 hzve nor:na_l sport wi.th all the benefits that

will accrue to the pupplc and the sportsporsons themselves as a result of this

change. ~g ‘

.ducntion

The area of education remains one of our crucial fronts of struggle. The vio-

tory of the democratic and non—racial purspcctivo in this theatre of hotion

requires, among other thinrs, thntathc educators themselvés, the teachers at

schools, universiti:s rnd other institutions of bigher learning, should be

organiscd_into‘dphocratic formations thrt consciously and systematically pur—

sue the objectivo_of a people's cduqntionvin the full mcanigg of those words.

Transform the Bentustans
 
  

Tho magSos of our neoplc within he bantustr.ns must be aotiviscd to transform 1

those into' stronp a.nd rrlirbl.c mass stcs of the revoiution. New possibili-‘W

ties exist for the people to act decisively to turn those onemy—crontod insti—

’utionsagainst their creptor, tho Pretfiria regime.
“

Th0 accomplishment of this t.sk requires‘mN.t thc fighting masses of our

people should join hends with hose LlCantanIthWH the bntustfln administra—

tive systems that are preprrcd to break with tho wpnrtheid regime and join the

iocr.tic and non—racial South Africa.

 

people in the struggle for a united, C

fiontrary to thL wislms and designs. of the enemy, there Pro many of those -

politicinns, chiefs, soldiers, police and civil servants - who have no stake

in the corrupt and vcnnl system created by Pretoria to perpetuate its rule and

who arc willing to act in th;- nv.tionel intcrgst against those who employ them.

Let us act togthcr with thC-sc healthy forcos to transform what the enemy

conceived as its rcnr—basc of countur—rcvolution into forward trunches of

militant struggle for thc victfiry of thc naticnal denionatfic revolution.

Of central importance to the success of this process is the need to ensure

that the masses of thL pooplp arc orgtnised into their own mass formations as

well as into underground units of our movemento

 



 

 

ConflictServes vpartheid " ’ 7 ' , ugh¢.;“
 

The carnage in Pietermaritzburg must step. We fully support the honest efforts

that memy peomle have made and are making to end this disastrous fratricidal “'

strife. These must continue witha:. new uggcney so that the conflict should

end immediately. The apartheid icgine has no wish that We shbuld‘achieve this

result. In this it has been jqiheg by Gatsha Buthclozi tho dbes everything

in his power to fan ané promote this conflict which diverts many oppressed

people away from the task of confronting the racist regime anfi‘dirocts world

attention away from the heinous crimes that the apartheid regime is:carrying

out throughout Southern Africa. All of us have a responSibility to defeat

elements such as these by ending the fighting and uniting our forces-against ‘

the oppressors. We must achieve-this as e matter uf urgency and in the inter—
m, -,- 1,5

csts of all our people.

Farmworkers: Sgred the Sgirit of Rebellion .

Tho workgrs on the farms have begun to stir. These black South Africans,

among the most exploited, degrrdeginqd despised in our country, must also be

nobilisc§,1nto struggle“ The L.ntire d0mocr:.tic movement has a respbnsbility

to extend all QCCGSSQIyassistance to the trmde union movement to accbhplish

its task of org:nisigg these workerso he heVe tc spread thcrspirit ofrebelvi

lion among these Workers in struggle 1nd, in "ction, show them that they too

are entitled to a livingwage and that they too have0 a right to be treated

as human beings. It is when we win victories on those demands that it will

be possible to advance further to engage these workers whose labouss feed the

,nation, in the struggle for the transfer of the land tO'mose fiho work it.

TE? APhRTHEID SYSTEM — A CRILE AGAI‘ST HUEANITY

11% 'you kncw, this year the oppressor regime and its supporters will be ob- ~-

serving a number of anniVersfirics. In thLir celebratimns, the racists will

seek once more to assert the permanence and legitimacy of white hinority domi— ‘ \

nation, further prnpagFtc the apartheid notions of group fights, wprk to unite /

the whites around thei 'anti—democratic programme and sharpen their counter—

offensivo agfiinst the forces and the perspective of the democratic transforma- ,

tion of our country.

Against all this we must project our own implacable opposition to the

colonial, racist and fascist legacy which all these anniversaries represent-

From all of them there is only ohe lesson to be drawn. It is that our country

nyutem has brought untold sufferinn to the millions of our people, transformed

itself into a crime against humanity and must be destroyed totally and without

delay,  l}iand peoples he.ve lived too long under the iron heel of white supremacyo That I
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The RcsRQhEEQilitx ggijihito.$outh nfric ns
 

As our struggle intensifies Fnfl the crisis of tht ape4rtheid system deepens,

so does the responsibility on our white compatriots increase, toiact together

with the majority of the people of our country to end the epc.rthoid system.

To our white compatriots we say, rs thc Botha reg;im<- preparesto cochrnte,

in your name, thc- ignoole history th4 system that has been categorised as.a

crime against humanitV, what are you going t0”d0? ’- 1 '» ¥‘1W. :- .‘¢»1~a
11‘.

You hevethe possibility to contribute dcoisivcly to redress an histori  injustic? which hzs pcrsistcd over three centuries. The decision is yours to"

make and you hood to make it now. ThL hour of the day demands ofyou thit you "

break _with re?cisn an§ wrthcid unreservodly and rccogfiiéc the fact that the V

apartheidregime is an illagitimatc- crccture of an immoral aha criminal syétom"

which no decent human being c-n support or tolornto. Your children are being ‘-

uscd to kill for this regime, Your intollects 9.10 used th create options fbr

tho survi_va1lof thL snmL rogine. Tho woalth We both crcato is expropriated by*‘

this rcgipe tolkeep itsLlf in pthra Why do you allow all those indodonoies

to occu1_ghgtcp1tinup?. The time for you to €.ct ngfi.inst the npv4rtho1d system

is gpwg‘ ,

1380/ "£131 111;: owpmsmiOR THE VICTORYas THE cmnocmurIc c.1151

In thL world tadyall pLoplc of remson and conscience arc sookinn political

solutions to all the probans th?.t confront hum?.nity, however intrs4ctablo thqy

might seem. Your movement, thL ffric.n Nrtionnl Congress, supports and upholds

this perspective. Given the will, a political settlement of the South African

question that would be in kcoping with thL aspirations of the people, can be

found. ThL only obstacle to thrt outcome is the Botha4 regime which has every

intention to pcrpctuz.tL- its illegitim“te rule by brute force.

To the hast elementary and widelyvacccptod demands that would crcato a 011—

mato conducive to negotiations, it responds with disdain1nd contompt. These

demands include the rLler4so of NLlson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Raymond Mhlabu,

Elias Motsoalcdi, Andrew hlangeni and111 oter politicnl prisoners, the lift-

ing of the‘bnn‘on the ANC and other armthis.tions, the lifting of the state of

emergcficy9tthc repeal of'dll roprLssivo legislation, the withdrawal of all

troops from the townships and so on. To all that tho Botha rogino says no.

Its respoflsc 1S to confront our people and..tho rest of the international comnuF'

nity with guns aha the nailed. fist of unbridled repression and open terror. I

It pretends to speak of erco when it' actually presecutos war and prepares for

more bitter conflict° In addition it offers as a bogus negotiating mechanism

an insulting National Coungilo It is our COIUOH responsibility to see to it

that this Council nave: sues the light of day by campaigning to ensure that
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nobody serves on ita This is one of the major challenges.we face this yenrg»_

We must.rcspond to it with the sine vigour with which we rejected the illegi-

timatc11983~cnnstitutifin which estflblishcd the apartheid tri-cameral pnrliamcht.

TRLNSEORE LRTMD LCTIONS ImTO PEOPLE'S WAR

The reasons which compelled us to take up arms have not changed. Rather, by

its actions, the Pretoria regime leaves us no choice but further to escalate

our military offensive for the victory of the democratic cause. The armed

struggle eonstitutcs the spearhead of our nenerrl offensive, a crucial element

in our response to the violence of the racist regime. We must r:.isc the level

of this struggle the decisive rnanner, dre.w tho m?sscs of Jur people inte

actual combzwtend realise our objective of transforming our armedfictions into

a people'g war. The call we made in the past — every patriot n conmata.nt,

every combatant a patriot — continues to be of central relevance in all our

worku The suffering of the ‘moplc and their organisrtinns under the system .

of martial law implemented through the so-cnlled Joint En.nagcmcnt Centres re-

quires that our armed offensiye should in fact assume a level of intensity

that is consonant with the general task of advancing towdrds peeple's power

in a decisive manner. Accordingly, we charge the heroic people's army, Umkhonto

we Sizwe, with the responsibility of ensuring that We realise this pcnspcctive.

From all our commanders and combatants and from the people thehsclvest acting

as the mass combat army of the reyolutieng we expect a level of boldness,

daring, coura Wnrl effectiveness in our nctions égeinst the enemy that will

creatc»aoqualitatively new stgc in our strugpleo 
THE PEOP E }MST DEFEND THJKSELVES

To advance further also requires thrt Vwo confront the problems posed by the ‘ 't' ~

operations of the Joint Management Centres,seriously and consistently. These ‘»

represent the spearhead of the enemy‘s counter—offcnsive and have to be

defeated as a necessary condition for our nOVQmént forward. We have to study

and monitor their activities closelyy cnsurethat the masses of the people are

informed of these so that they can conduct a sustained struggle against all

elements of the programmes of the Jth, including their attempts to re—establish

the black puppet local authorities, create murderous vigilante groups, rc—

introduce a comprehensive ncttork of informers and so on. He also call on

the business community to sto: co—opornting with the regime's repressive

machinery or face the consuqucnces of intentionally participating in the TiCi

vicious campaign of aparthcifl state terrorism.

Our common resolve to establish self-defence units has proved its correct-

ness and timeliness during thy past year“ in the face of Protoria's campaign

of terror, the need for the people to defend thumselvcs has become all too
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obvious. Both the undorcrovnd waits oi‘ the A"

     

: anti those of? Uidi'onto U0 Sizwo have a
responsibilty' to ensure 17115117311

 

0300:1110 those units as disciplined
formations that will ac't against t}.e apartheid enemy 3rd 13st agents:

We met further step up cur we'd: 'co c-1e11rc +1121; ”61:0 Jouth of our country, both '
black and. white, refuse to ecrwo in 'Lho (>1st doaih farms1 'ITno SADFy the SAP and
0'51101: armed clone.113; of 'tho Protovla 10311110 have 0110 tax“ only; and. 'bha't "to defend a,
system which is a crime against humanity. These who servo en the 011.0150 cido know that

 

r- a 10shecan'sm They will not only 61.10 m vaina 11'.11: W111 also carry with
31103.1 to their graves ”6110 mark of infamy 1711ich belongs to fiho apartheid. crime against
hxm’mityo

Uc roitoratcom 0:111 to those black people who find. themselves in the ranks of the
ones; is forces of 1-1: ross:011, including trose in thd banmstans, to join the stmgglo
agains‘b tho opproseoz-s of 01.1; peoplea of their 01m mothers and fathers, brothers am

,tcrs, You trust a your gun: against the cannon onouyn It is tho task of all tho.

‘0‘ ratio force: of 11'); CounL-"v "w take 11115.5: message 11110-1110 ranks of these forces

in 111033.201):- mm 'nroflmrs 11111 bear arms in defence of the enemy's cause to regain
111cir honour by

  

 

   in: '
 

b: 2mo1riL0drge anti sicills for tho ommcipation of our country and
people from the yoke of racist tyranm‘o I I

LDTLCCK APARTETJIDS ‘J‘AILS — 8109 "HE T?XE'RWIO‘TSS

Many of our leaders; retain ; ’ 111v» 'r‘re'tcria 1'0311100 firthors are held. in capti-

 

vity as detainees,“ 70+ 0+

 

J“? of the mass movement: are in oondegnod cells
awaiting execution»,11110115 those are I‘l.orosa. Ramshanola. Robert LcBride, Desmond .
Majo_a, Dam. 1 Halo(0. 1.011101: flow} 5 Solomon Hogra'bi 5 Hmandilo quba, Phillip Naidi,
Vuyi:_1o G021:

  

   
11011160 ;, 3101.11.53. Halb-r’as. Thoubisilo Bonoti and 11911;; others. A heavy ‘-

rcsponsibility 1 :9 0:1 all «11" us to act in defence of all those patriots and leaders,
'b 'ocuro their irpodiato my; G3- :11di‘cional release and. to save their lives from tho '
£0.51 hand of the apartheid hangran. This task must, at all 13121195,: remain among Our top-
most priofitiggg This year our beloved lower, Comrade Nelson Mamiola, will be 70 years
old... Lot ué _obs_erx;"c his hirthday by further intensifying the Uanpaigm for the release of
this outstafiding :cnpf 1311311001110 and all other leaders and. activists imprisoned by
the Dot.3. rcgimm

BEBUILD AND EXPAILD .OUR ORGAI“J_SA1110:1111 S'l‘BILBTGTH

It is clear that in 't-he 0011.115 period 112.113; tasks of decisive importance Will fall on the
shoulders of the mass- donooreatic uovomomut. This hccossitatcs iha'h this movement should
itself be strong, 11011 3361111801 3:111 clear about its taaksu Serious efforts have thor-
foro to be made "so cnsura that we recover from the reverses that we have mszored as a
result of extreme repressionu We have to rebuild all affected structures from the local
up to national level wad i‘m’iiher amend out m.tire organisabional strohgbh.

The situation 0‘.‘ orhromo 113203313". remures that JO fi'tzcn’o even harder to one'lu'o
the democratic artici1:130 bion of 1.110 110:) 10 in our locision—maki 1 rocoseos. Our loader—4L 118
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Shipcollectivesshouldrough.c'iozo+.3thopoarlcandbeaccountabletothem.Atthe:
alisn,againstalltendenciestodove—

lopcontoup'blfortheforthemassesofthopeopleand;thereforetothinkthatdecisions mustbetakenontheirbehalf],U0mustbuildupwit};withinourownorganisationson

 

sametime;wehave.‘tofightagainstallfaoiion

thebasisof2.00.1303.comm;:cntmana.gtcoodprogrammeofaction,denocra‘bio'partici—
pationandtheaccountability0.;theleadership“

Ifweattend.tothatscissuas,'asweshould?aswellasothersWehavementioned
31:09:13],then5::Vlilb0possiffLoforustoscorenewsuccesraosinthecenpaignswo
havetoconiinuctoconduct}includingihosoforalivingwageandnationalunited Lotion.Aswe111.31.“;there01:1‘““<1 “l....mcsthatwehavetotamupinadditiontothose
arehavealreadydealtwith.Theseincludetherentboycott,»theobservanceofMayDay-
onadayweourselvesdecide,theeducationcampaign,andfilmobservanceofMarch21,
Juan16,June25,August9antiDecember165Wealsohavetoincreaseoursolidarity

1‘thepeoplesofNamibiaandthofrontlinoStates“

 

Wehaveadutyinactionto
domancltheindependenceofI’atzibia,thatPretoriawithdrawsits”uroopsfromAngolaand

thomoro,fibisyear,theCADWill
IraJtoo,mustobservethisanniversaryand.

ofourcontinentinobsom‘ingMay25as.Africa.Day.
Thesituation0:ozbromorepraaeion“=3

0:45its?'rgrossiohmustiL'l-oponrlcn'bAfricacFur
bemarkingits25thmmivorcm‘gronHay23:

exclinfutureJoin'53:»-3‘0-'

 

oncemorebrought'50theforetheimports;
ructuroaofourvangaurdnmronent,~theAfricanNational

Congress;asacentralcomponentofom::firuggleo

ancoof'bhounderground.st

7T0have13:c-doublcoureffort:’3‘2-5210:-‘"0expand.thosestamcturostoensurethat
bhuyaro.incontact1.11211theTwylaLv‘xrzzzfifnorcandrs:v.11timcsoIndeed.asweallroam.
lisomofaci”chmnomvn'.-.:L;un1.";poasLblo.:.‘-bhoutarevolutionaryvangaurd,Itoall

”sheinterestsofourrevolution.The

 

rcgalfiihTEgivenus12110basistoproceedoven

  

El13£170EUIL’E’P12332335

Currsixmgglc+wakesplaceinamintemz‘nionalcontextcharacterisedbymajoreffortsto
solve'roncoutstandingissuesof:Iorlconcom-n,Theseincludethedecisvequestionof
worldpeaceduringournuclearago”12110resolutionofregionalconflictsandthero— S'tructurjngoftheworld.economysotE‘aithetutorialandspiritualneedsofmillions

 

ions01‘peoplewhostillgommgxycanbeattonclodtooHesupportallthose
initiativesat.‘taliothisopportunity1:0reiterateourWOlCO"Nofortherecentaggreen—
antbetween1:110b’avio":Unionandflu;UnitedStatestoabolishanddestroycertaincla-

forwardtofurtherprogressinthisarea.untilall nuclearandothervoaponsofmassdoshuctionareL‘L2s1;roycxlo
Ontheotherhand,and.byitsvcrynature,1211';

secsofnuclear:voapcnm‘50look

apar‘bhoidregimeisoppogad1:0
peace,totheindependenceofpeople'sandtotheirdgvolopnentqTrulyaparishamong
nationsofthoI'TO'.‘1(1.apart:oiclSoru’shAfrlca.consti‘

   

:utesampermanentobstacletopro—
@035through1215"theregionofSou“mnLfriomTalesituafiioncallsforconcertedand umelcn'tingactionby911{7.110?s‘fl'fldpL‘oggczsivoand.monocra‘aicforcestohelpusend

l
thecrinq‘of8.1331"thijnowandthusiELI‘CCZEC-thopoesi‘iitieeforthereductionof
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international tension in general and onhanco the world premier peace anihumangrogy.

rose.

 

IIEPOSE IL‘LIEDA'I‘ORY; comamwsrm AND PEOPLE'S SANCTIOITS

The international community is still faced with the urgent task to impose comprehensive

and nandatory sanctions against apartheid. South Africa, We call on the peoples of the

major Westm countries themselves to take action to impose people‘s sanctions. It is

also of vital importance that tho international struggle for the independence of Namiv

bia is steppod up radically. Both we of the MTG and our conrades—in—ams‘ oi; SWAPO 1‘0qu

ire the all-rauncl assistance of all those who'arc opposed to apgrtfioid to assist us to

early out our historic missions of leading our respective pooplos to liberation.

Similarly, the Frontlino States require mafimun economic and military support to

strengthen and defend themselves so that they too can meet théir responsibilities both

to their peoples and to the world community which has strivon for 90 many years to 0nd.

apartheid system. “ ‘ ' 7'

The possibility of concerted international action on thoso issuos‘fias mfily'demons—

tratod at the historic Arusha Conforonco hold. at the end of our'YaaI of Advance 'to '

People‘s Power. We must use the advances roconiod in Arusha to build up an mron mightier

and more active inte‘i'national united front against apartheidé'for’fi domooratio-fiouth.

Africa. so that the racists arc 511619061 denied all ihtornationalflintoroourse.pvomhoro.

We also boliotxo that the United Nations Security Council has special msponpihllitipa

with regard to the situation in our r'ogion. »Tlo‘-aro bonvincodv that it"xshould therefore

convene a special“ soséi’oh, brefbrably‘in ofi-rbgi‘on; to'diao‘uss 'thc yavafsituati‘on that

,.
0

our people face and: afrivo ‘at dcoiéiéns that rafloct fthat mvity. v'

, ,
Compatriot s ,

02100 more, \and in .yournamey we take this opportunity to .oxtond our greetings to all our

ends, allies and follow combatants for liberation in other parts of the world, This

£51: year has soon a further strengthening of the bonds of friondship and solidarity

among us as we all have strivon to ormte a just and peaceful world. ‘In thoponingj.

period those ties will assume an even greater importance as we ihtosinsify our'coumon

offensive against the apartlgoid ivcrime against humanity. {130, you we (give 1:110 assurance

that your noble efforts have not been in vein. The sasotions you have imposed are hurting

the apartheid system. The assistance you have given to our stnzggling pooplo has served

to increase our striking power. Victory is indeed approaching, w atovor the obstacles the

tho doomed apartheid regime- may try to place in our path.

We would. also like to take- this opportunity to salute all who joined us to observe

tho historic 75th Anniversary of our movement. This became an occasion for millions of

our 130‘ 01310 on all continents , including govomnente and popular organisations; to

reaffirm their solidarity with out struggling people, strengthen their links with our

movement and affirm the illogitirmoy of the apartheid regime. That international mass

coalition for a united, democratic and non—racial Sou 11 Africa which came together to

mark our Jubilee Year as theirs is the roar base on which we shall depend as W0 make

further advahcos in the new year in th”. interests of all hwlanity.
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YEAR OF II'miTED ACTIOIT FOR PEOPLE'S POWER

The rapidity with which we advance townie people's power depends on what we do. Despite

its apparent roactionaly strength, the onm cannot stop us if we act decisively in all

areas of struggle, including organisational, political, military, economic and propaganda

With every 1310!! W0 deliver, wo'uuetv 01130“ that tho- ononw will strike back. But every

blow we deliver must in fact weaken the regime of terror and. every strike it makes again—

at us must strengthen our resolve 'to end the tyranny sooner rather than later. To neat

the historic challengos ahead. of us, on behalf of the National Executive Committee of your

movement, the Afrivan National Cdmgress, I declare this the Year of united Aotioh :L’cr

People's Power.

Together lot us carry out all the tasks ahead of us with vigour, determination and. coun- .

Our common victory is certain. 
FORWARD rr0 mum ACTIOET mu PEOPLE'S wmai

.

mmmLA mummm 111mm. KB A norm

?,mmgmmSWFWWW,,_% EEWWMMmwflwg
gwng”, 9 £9 99%

£3

«
:
1
.

r

"Our leadership collectives should remain close to the people and be

éflaccountahle to them. At the same time, we have to fight against fac—\‘
L'
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Egtionalism, against all tendencies to develop contempt for the masses

:§ of the people and therefore to think that decisions must be taken on

their behalf. We mat build up unity within our own organisations on

g the basis of a. common commitment to an agreed promo of action,
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idenocratic participation and tho accmmtebility of tho loadersap." n
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"The rapidity with which WC advanco towards people‘s power depends on 5

what we do."
:%

(January 8th Message by Odo Pros. 0.11. Tambo,1988):§
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