PRESS CONFERENCE - DR NELSON MANDELA
Q How is your personal relationship with President De Klerk in this

year ?
A Well, | hope | amright in saying that the rel ati ons between President
De Herk and nyself are on an even basis. | have throughout found himto

be an hohest person, a very capable and stern | eader, and | think that he
is sincere in his efforts to bring about fundanmental political changes in
the country, and we have gotten on very well together. W have exchanged
views on very fundanental problens, and every tinme we di scuss problens on
a man-to-man basis, we have nore or |ess reached sone sort of consensus.
But of course it must be understood that here we are not dealing with a
man, an individual. Ne are dealing with a governnment, a system with
apartheid. And our strategy is determ ned not by the honesty of an

i ndi vidual, but by the actual policies of the party he represents. And if
you | ook at the matter fromthat angle, we must therefore adopt a
strategy which will be capabl e of addressing the conpl ete probl em which
we face in the community. And the provision is that, however good our

relations with M De Klerk are, | have no vote. | can’'t be a menber of
Parliament. | can't live where | like in this country. That is the
reality, and that is what determ nes our policy.

9

What did you think of M De Klerk before you net hinf
A | met himon three ditferent occasions before | was rel eased, ever



M

since he was appointed | eader of the NP. | naturally had followed his
speeches very carefully and even before I met him his own speeches made
a formdable inpact on me. And this was confirnee when | nmet him On al
the occasi ons he appeared to have an open mnd, ready to consider 4Eesh
ideas. And it was at that tine, before | was rel eased, that |

conmuni cated with the Secretary CGeneral here, in Lusaka, and | pointed
out to himthat nmy inpression was that we are dealing with a man of
integrity. So | got that inpression even before | left prison

9: The ANC has | ost sone cards. Do you believe that they will continue
al ong the negoti ati on path?

A: If you think that we have |ost the card of the arnmed struggle, of
sanctions, then |I rnust disagree with you. W suspended armed action
voluntarily, and if at any tine we feel that it is necessary for us to go
back to the armed struggle, we will do so. W have made that clear to the
Government. W nade it clear on the day of our suspension. W have nade
it clear on subsequent neetings. As far as sanctions are concerned, we
have been in contact with the EC and we are discussing the matter with
them W are going to put quite a |ot of pressure on them on the
guestion of relaxed sanctions, and we have certain trunp cards in our

sl eeves.

D: You have nentioned your good relations with M De Klerk. Wat about
ot her nmembers in the Governnent? Are there other menbers of the
Government who are creating problens?



A: If do not know it there are any menbers of the Government creating
trouble in regard to the peace process. Them | have net, in ny view, seem
to support M De Klerk in the new direction that he has taken. But of
course there are problens. There are very serious problens. W never

i magined that it would fail, but we are prepared for it it problens
arise. W will be courteous and friendly with the Governnment and we have
adopted this strategy right fromthe begi nning. And we have made

pr ogr ess.

9: What will your future role be?

I D

Well, what | may be in future is not in nmy hands or in ny control.

think that that question should be put to the nmen around nme, because they
control my novenents and they determi ne the policy of the organisation
If the ANC is fortunate enough to $orm a government, they wll deternine
who shoul d be the president and who should formthe Cabinet. It is not
for me to say.

0: Regarding your personal relations with President De Klerk: Do you
think the fact that you have established a good relationship with himis
good for South Atrica?

A: | cannot predict. In lay talk: The future takes care of itself. What
can’tell you about M De Klerk, the State President: | think the accord
that was established nade it possible for us to be able to solve highly



sensitive matters and to be able to chart our way forward.

Q You say that you find M De Klerk an honest and a man of integrity.
Have you been able to convince the ANS of the same, or is this very much
your personal view?

A well, it is safe to regard it as ny personal view. The fact is that
those who have followed the policy statenments nmade by various | eaders of
the ANC have repeated the statenents. They are a mass organi sati on and we
are an organisation built on trust. People are very bitter about the
action, the persecution, which they suffered under the NP Governnent. It
is not easy for themto accept observations of that nature, but we have
to defend the truth and be prepared to stand for it, especially if the
fact of the truth will in due course reach the rest of the world. And
believe to accept the honour of those with whomone is talking is one of
the foundation principles of any successful negotiation

Q Elnaudible.J

A: | amnot aware of any decision to the effect that we should not have
confidential discussions with M De Klerk, and in this regard we are
drawi ng a distinction between confidential and secret neeting. Secret
neetings we reject, but confidential neetings, with M De H erk or any

ot her member of the Cabinet, that we strongly support. | made it clear at
the’ conference that confidential neetings between ourselves and the
Government are to continue, and those people who say that there should be
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no confidential neetings, that is because they just don’t understand the
process of negotiation. Contidential neetings take place by informng
your colleagues that it beconmes necessary for us to neet M De Klerk on a
nman-to-man basis, and then the executive will say, "UK, we will allow
this neeting". You have that neeting, you come back and report to your
authority and they either approve or reject what has been concl uded
during the talks. That is a confidential nmatter, and that will continue.
We have nade it clear at the conference. W say so again now, that very
confidential matters, whenever we think it is necessary to have, we wll
have it.

Q Do you think M De Klerk has problens with el enents in his own
constituency, which results in himdoing certain things, for exanple the
failure to raise the Internal Security Act in last Friday s speech?

A: M De Klerk has made nmany m stakes and there are certain decisions

whi ch he ought to have taken which he has not taken. That doesn’t nean tc
say that he is not a man of honesty. As far as the problemthat he has ir
his own establishrment, that is his own affair. That question ought to
have been directed at him | amnot in a position to say that he his
problems with his own establishnent or constituency. But what of course
has struck me is the fact that there are nany sections where | expected
action fromhimand we didn't get himto act. There is a well known case
which | quoted before, and which | think | should repeat here, in order
to indicate what | consider to be sone of the problenms which he is
facing. Wether that problemcones fromhis own Cabinet or fromcertain



elements in the security forces, | do not know W warned the Government
in July that there would be an attack in Sebokeng. W specified the tine
when this attack was going to take place and we oalled upon the Mnister
of Law and Order and the Conm ssioner of Police to ensure that these
peopl e do not enter the township armed. They entered the township arned
in the presence of the police, and the police did not act. They attacked,
the factions, the township and massacred 30 people. In the statement of
the police, nobody was arrested and the police did not intervene. That o
course has rai sed many questions as to his capacity to be able to contro
the security forces. But the question as you have phrased it, | amnot ir
a position to answer.

Q To what extent have your expectations, when you cane out of prison a
year ago, been realised and to what extent have you been di sappoi nted?

A well, | amnot in a position to personalise whatever has happened
since ny release. In so far as our political activities are concerned
amnot an individual, | ampart of a people. It is the teamwhich |earns

a process, that decides what issues should be tackled. And if there is
any success or failure that is due to the teamwith whom| work. And | ar
not in a position therefore to discuss these questions on the basis of
what | as an individual nay have done or may have failed to do.

| am here to support the ANC in success and in failure, and I am not the
right person to ask about this . And | amalso reluctant to tal k about
successes, because that nmay be accepted to be in bad taste for one to



tal k about his successes. So unfortunately | am unable to answer your
guestion. It is better when tal king about the future to be an optim st.

0: Were your initial inpressions correct, and have your expectations been
real i sed?

A: That is a very difficult and invol ved question: Wen you have been in
prison for nmore than a few years and even when you have access to the
mass nedia it is not easy for you to grasp securely what is happening
outside. It is only when you becone part and parcel of the activities

out side that you can have a neasure of what is happening, and you can
nmake predictions. Wat | found when | canme out which had al ready becone
clear even when | was inside prison was that the I evel of politica

consci ousness on the part of the oppressed people in this country and
their militancy was very high indeed.

And it becane clear to me why this was so when | came out. Because

woul d have expected that things |ike housing, unenploynment, poverty,
illiteracy, health services would have been in a far better position than
they were went | went to prison. | amfrank when | say | was very shocked
to find that the position had deteriorated in all these respects. There
was nore unenpl oynment, nore poverty, a great demand foh housing, and
hospital s |i ke Baragwanath, perhaps the biggest in the Southern

Hem shpere ... it is an absolute shane to go to Baragwanath and see the
condi tions under which our patients are living.



However, in spite of that | was able to ?ind that sone 0$ the perceptions
| left behind were no | onger as | had expected themto be. For exanple,
the rel ati ons between enpl oyers and enpl oyees al t hough enpl oyees were
still living under very ditficult conditions, | found that quite a
nunber, a substantial section of enployers now take a genuine interst in
the welfare of their workers. They are helping themin regard to the
acqui ring of houses. They have got schol arships and | oans for their
children. They are involved in training themto inprove their know edge
and skills, and | think that this is something that is conmendabl e. But
of course the social conditions | have described neverthel ess are the

domi nating elenents. | also had no idea of the inpact which wonen had
made in society. | was quite inpressed and even frightened when | found
that many wonmen have become enanci pated, and were asserting thensel ves
very well in various fields.

Q dC naudibl eJ

A Well, at the tinme when | made the statenent | had just cone out. And

had not had the advantage of speaking to educationists and to listen to
their views as to the problens facing Black education. But imrediately I
had made this call | had a deputation fromstudents in Soweto and the
thene of the discussion was: you have made a call for us to go back to
school, we did, but we cane up agai nst form dable probl ens. Because when
we went back to school we were told that there were not enough cl assroons
and’ we coul d not be accepted.



Sone principals told us that we hao failed the previous year, and that we
could not be taken back. And what nmust we do? | realised that | had taken
a superficial view of the matter. | was right by saying they should go
back to school, but | had not investigated whether there were stil
opportunities for themto go back to school. And even sone of those who
were at school said: we are at school, but we are facing probl ens because
we have not yet got text books. we are al so facing probl ens because our
teachers are not properly qualified. And there are no facilities for them
to upgrade their qualifications. They conpl ai ned about subjects |ike

mat henmatics, that at sone schools there is not a single teacher who can
terach them mat hematics. And they say, these are the problens we are

faci ng, what should we do?

we have gone into the matter, and | have then suggested that we should
assenbl e all Black educationists in the country and the aimis to put
forward a del egati on across the spectrum And the sol e consideration nust
be the qualification of the man who is appointed as a nmenber of this

del egation. It has not been easy because of the wi de variety of
educationists in the country. It has taken sonetines nore than one day to
get one nane accepted by everybody, but we have succeeded in putting up
this form dabl e del egati on. Anbngst them are people |ike Prof Shabane
Manganye, the Rector of the University of the North, Prof Booysen, the
Rector of Natal University, Prof Jake Gerwel, the Rector of the
University of the Western Cape and Prof Wsenman Guhlu, the Rector of the
Uniyersity of Transkei, and other educationists |ike Prof Mnivates of

Uni sa and nany ot hers.



we are neeting M De Herk on the 14th to di scuss the whol e question of

Bl ack education. So that has been the response to the appeal which not
only mysel f, but ny conrades here around ne have made this call. Even
before | came out. It is not true that the ANC once chanpi oned the

sl ogan: Liberation first and education last. W never did. we have

al ways insisted that children should go back to school. Al that happened
was that when | canme out | added my own contribution, but this is a cal
whi ch has been made by the ANC | ong before | was rel eased.

Q Dr Mandel a when you cane out there were very high expectations both
locally and internationally. The idea was that now that you were out,
things were going to change. Wth regard to nationalisation etc criticism
has come frompoliticians in thbis country and from overseas aswell. At
that stage did you feel that the criticismwas a little too harsh?

A: Any public figure nust accept to be criticised. If you donit expect tc
be criticised then don’t assume the role ot a public figure. And
criticismcan also be very useful, because it is that criticismyou
object to, | am hunbl e enough to be guided. One wel cones criticism
because it is a mrror through which you can see. | doubt if it is
correct for our people to regard any other person as a Messiah. W are
all nen of flesh and blood, and this is how we prefer to be presented to
the public. And if the people expected mracles, well | was not with ther
and if people who have been addressing these problens and the

organi sations, and | think that they have done exceptionally well, |ong
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before | was rel eased from prison.

If it were not for their acconplishments | would not be in this
conference-today. And | have never regarded nyself therefore as being
apart fromnmy coll eagues who are | eading this organisation and the
struggle. And | regard nyself purely as part of that great team a snal
part of that great team And it is therefore ... actually, if people
regarded nme as the Messiah who was now overni ght going to solve the
problems of SA then they are living in a fools paradi se. Because no hunman
being could do that, not even Christ succeeded in doing that, and I am
far frombeing a Christ.

0: | know you don’t want to specify either your own performance or that
of the ANC, so |I'mnot asking for that. but, accepting that politica
progress has been nade in the past year. How is your present assessnent
of the progress that has been made conpare with your expectations at the
nonent of your release on what could be achieved in a single year?

A: | sonetines find it difficult when | am being asked what ny
expectati ons were, because one is tenpted on the basis of what he has
observed to reconstruct thoughts which he had in prison which | no | onger

renmenber actually. | never knew that | would meet M Robinson in thiss
press conference and so | didn't really prepare or nmake any serious
thoughts as to what | would effect. | did cone out.’” and of course once
did, | consulted with ny colleagues and they outlined a progranme for ne

and that is what | am follow ng.



From the point of view of an assessnment of the political situation | am
hopeful that we will be able to sort out and overcome our problens. |
know that in all groups both anongst the Blacks and the whites there are
nmen and wonen who genui nely want peace and it is not just a question of
specul ation. In the two summts that we have held and in the neetings
which | have had with M De Klerk and with other Mnisters in regard to
probl ems affecting their own Departnments, | have been encouraged because
| have discovered that many of the people whom we thought had horns, as
M Thabo Moeki woul d say, had no horns. And | think we have nade
progress, even remarkabl e progress.

There are however, very serious problens which 1% we do not succeed in
addressing them nmay even derail the peace process. That had to be
expected. And anybody who thought that they were just going to sai
through as | say is living in a fool’s paradi se, because a conplicated
political situation such as is facing us cannot just be resol ved
overnight. It needs a great deal of patience, a great deal of trust of
your opponent, whereas you reserve all your guns , all your ammunition
But if you don't succeed in your efforts then you are in a position to
use power in order to get your bgoals. But | sincerely hope that the
monent will never arise for us to say: we have nmade every effort to
resol ve our problens by peaceful neans and we can no | onger continue on
that road, and that the only road open to us is that of violence. | hope
we will never have that situation. So | amvery optimstic about the
future.



Q You have told us that you are part of a team and that you take

deci sions as part of a team and | respect that, but if I could just go
back to the time when you were still in jail. There was | think a
contribution you nade their which was your own ...- Elnaudibleld... as |
saw i n that docunent you did set an objective, and that was conprom se
bet ween the Bl ack demands for majority rule and the Wiite denands for
structural protection. In terns of that objective, what sort o$ progress
do you think has been made with that goal in the | ast year? Do you stil
stand by that objective that you set yourself? And has the ANC as an
organi sation accepted that that is the desirable objective?

A: Well, | have no doubt that we have to try to find a conprom se.
Because the Whites in this country have got genuine fears that the demand
of one person one vote will, if granted, result in the dom nation of

whites by Blacks. And | think it is our duty to address that fear. W can
address that fear without tanpering with the demand of one person one
vote. We have, for exanple, elaborated a Bill of Rights which in nmany
respects coincides with the Bill of Rights which has been recomended by
Judge divier. And we feel that sone of the fears which whites genuinely
have are due to lack of comunication, and that once they becone fully
aware that their rights as individuals are fully protected in the Bill of
Ri ghts, which is justiciable in a court of law in an i ndependent
judiciary, that nost of their fears will disappear.

It is not going to be easy for us to conprom se on the demand of one
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person one vote. Al the denpcracies throughout the world are based on
this demand. Even South Africa in so far as it operates as a denocracy,
as far as Wiites are concerned, is based on the principle of one person
one vote. Wiy shoul d that change whet hhe najority now of the citizens of
the country want an extension of that principle. But, we neverthel ess
regard the fears of the whites of this country to be genuine. we want to
stay with them They are our brothers and sisters. There is nothing nore
that we desire than we should live in peace with them and that they
shoul d feel secure.

And that is why we have nade it clear that in spite of the public
sectors, and in this regard issues |like school and culture etc, we say:
every popul ation group will have a right to its |language, to its own
schools, to its own culture, to its own religion. W want to nake South
Africans fully aware that we have no intention whatsoever of interfering
with their own cultural background and those val ues which they regard as
priceless. So | still support the idea that it is the duty of the

i beration nmovenent in this country to address genuinely and with
synmpathy the tears which the Wiites in the country have.

0: On a nore personal level, can you tell us in retrospect when you were
rel eased what you felt when you were on the G and Parade?

A Well naturally | felt very nuch elated to taste freedom that is
freedomfromprison. And | also felt very happy that | could nowjoin ny
bel oved wi fe and give her the support and security which she had nissed



$or the last 28 years. | was happy to be anbngst ny own people and the
prospect of seeing my coll eagues, especially those in Lusaka, was
overwhel m ng. Because these are the men with whom | had identified in a
wi de variety of issues - some very close to ny heart. And all this made
ne feel very happy indeed.

By the way, ny colleague has rem nded nme here of an experience which |
have been tal ki ng about on numerous occasions. | really had no idea of
the nunber of whites who were now identifying thenmselves with the anti-
apartheid struggle in this country. And | was al nost swept off my feet
when ,as | was travelling to Cape Town, and we took a devi ous route which
went through farm ands, to see whites who cane up to pledge solidarity
with us. Especially Wites fromthe platteland. Faarl is in many respects
a place where there is a |arge population fromthe surrounding country
areas, and | was really taken by surprise to note how avidly they stood
behi nd the organi sation, and the wel conme they gave ne.

Q In the twenty seven and a half years you were in prison when you
became the worl d' s npost cel ebrated and bel oved politigal prisoner, you
have been out for a year and during that period you have visited dozens
of countries and spoken to hundreds of groups. You have had thousands of
peopl e pleading for your time, do you ever feel that you have perhaps
xchanged one prison for another and that your lite is still not your

F-
own :
A: well fortunately in this particular case | have been part and parce



of my inprisonment and secondly to travel on a m ssion which you regard
as being very inportant and in the interests of all the people at South
Africa is a bit of a consol ation. Seeing new countries, new faces is al so
a very val uabl e experience. So all in all the engagenents that | have had
have been rewardi ng.

Q There have in the past been fears for your safety, particularly in
respect of the right-wing. Do you feel that was a real fear at that tine.
Did you ever feel that your safety was at risk?

A: well, fortunately we are so busy doing what we consider to be
constructive work that we have very little tinme to think about such a

di straction.

0: El naudi bl eJ Questi on about openi ng speech by State President.

A: That is certainly a weakness. That onission and others has
unfortunately attracted a ot of fire fromthe public and sort of

m ni msed the inportance of an otherw se very good speech. The om ssion
on the part of the President to refer to the obstacles to negotiations,
that is the release of political prisoners and the return of exiles and
also his onmssion to refer to the security legislation which has stilled
political activity anong the oppressed and also the [ack of a statenent
on the honelands - all these have lead to very harsh criticismof his
speech.



But the statement was really not so nuch intended for the purpose of
solving our internal problens, but it was calculated to nake the

i nternational community relax sanctions. This was the purpose. That is
what is being said. And | amthe |l ast person to go out to convince the
public.

0: El naudi bl eJ Question about being able to keep a marriage alive during
2? years in prison.

A: Don't say | was able to keep the marriage alive, say she was able to
keep the marriage alive. And if you want to find out the secret, please
take her out for |unch.

9: Earlier this week you stated you were going to put pressure on the EC
not to relax sanctions. Could you comrent specifically, also with a view
to the neeting of the Conmonweal th Foreign M nisters soon and Australia’s
apparent softening attitude.

A Wll, 14 1 were prepared this information with you, then I woul d not
be having a trunp card in ny sleeve. Secondly, we nmust not think that the
strategi es which we ourselves use and which the international conmunity
is using in support of our struggle are going to be effected w thout
problens. You will have noticed, | don't know if you have done so, that
the international comunity was not part of the decision to maintain
sanctions. W had to persuade themto join this canmpaign and we have
succeeded in maintaining it for these years. Now they have in their own
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judgenent, and quite honestly they think that the negotiati ons between
the CGovernnment and the ANC have reached such a stage that they nust do
sonething to reward M De H erk. That is a very comendabl e notive that.
But in actual fact this has been an error of judgenment on their part. And
we believe precisely because they are thensel ves nen of integrity, they
are nmaki ng what they consider to be a contribution to the solution to the
probl ems of South Africa. But they have done so wi thout consulting with
us. They don’t know what our argunent is going to be. W have contacted
themand we are going to see them And our task is going to be to brief
them about the situation in the country. And we believe we have a strong
case. And once we have a strong case, anything is possible.

9: Elnaudi bl eJ Further question on sanctions.

A In the first place | have got my own doubts whether the ECis going tc

i mpl enent that resolution, even without our intervention. After all, you
are dealing with very shrewd busi ness nen who are not going to want to
throw their investments down the drain. You will have seen fromthe

denonstrations on 1 February that the nasses of the people in this
country are behind mass action. They would like to use mass action in
order to ensure that they have an effective voice in the government of
their own country.

And if the EC decides to review sanctions you can expect that mass actior
in this country is going to be the order of the day. And that the
situation in the country is going to be so unstable that no wi se
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busi nessman is going to want to invest in this country. In other words
the EC is making a serious mstake if by review ng sanctions w thout
consulting with us, they think that they will be able to invest in Soutr
Africa, to trade with South Africa under very stable conditions, they ar
maki ng a very SEPI DUS ni st ake.

That is one of the things | fear that once our people discover that the:
have no friends in the international community, it is going to be
difficult for us to control theminside the country, so angry are they.
And | had the opportunity of assessing that anger in the very big hallh
that | have addressed throughout the country. | have had intensive

di scussions with the leaders in the regions and in the branches, and thz
type of fire we will try to hold back is dif$icult to imagine. 14 the EC
wants this country to be turned upside down, they nust do exactly what
bei ng specul ated. And that is why we are very keen to go and see th

11

m a:

brief themproperly on the true inplications of their decision

0: You yourself have al so stressed the need tor econom c devel opnment.
VWhat | amnot quite clear on at this stage is how we shoul d assess that
contradiction in your own statement, of uplifting the people socially,
the need for econom c devel opnent, and sanctions?

A: | concede that on the face of it there is a contradiction between ny
concern for the problens of the people and ny point of view on sanction
But it is the price we are prepared to pay in order to uk able to
determ ne our own affairs, to order to get the vote, in order to sit in



Parliament. W are prepared to pay this price. we had hoped that both tt
CGovernment as well as ourselves, we are very much concerned about
sanctions and the fact that our econony is being reduced to shanbles. W
are very concerned about it, and we are also very concerned that we
shoul d be able to reach a settlenent before it is conpletely destroyed.
But sanctions is one of our principal weapons of peace which we can use
to induce the Government to make the profound changes that we are
demandi ng, and if you look at the matter a little nore deeply, there is
no contradiction

Q when will you ask for the liiting oi sanctions? Wen everybody gets
the vote?

A: The aim of sanctions is to get apartheid conpletely cracked and the
granting of the vote to all South Africane. That is the object. It is
only when that object has been attained that we can call ier the lifting
of sanctions.

Q Elnaudible.J

A Well, let ne tell you sonething 0% which you nust al so be aware. we
conmend the steps which have been taken by M De H ehk. That has been
very brave of himand he nust have lost quite a | anE section of his
constituency. end we would like to encourage himto go on, but you nust
11

understand that there are diifehent perceptions on the sane is ne,
dependi ng on the popul ation group to which you belong. Wilst the



guestion of the repeal of the Populatiun Registration Act, the Goup
Areas Act and the Land Acts, is inportant in so far as Wites are
concerned, it is alnost a non-issue as far as Bl acks awe concerned. Many
Bl acks who are | eaders say: what is the use oi repealing the Group Areas
Act, the Land Act, when the Governnent has given nme no capacity to take

advantage of the repeal of this legislation. | haven't got resources.
haven't got the noney. What am| going to do with it? How does the G oup
Aheas Act affect me? Because | live in Soweto, | live in Guguletu, | 11V
in Hvamashu. | am not affected by these changes. That is the position

that you nust al so consider, and that is why therefore we have nade it
clear that the purpose of sanctions is to get apartheid totally scrappec
and also to grant the vote to every South African. Nevertheless, in spit
of the fact that that was said, as we discuss with the Gevernnment mutual
trust is created. we nmay reach a position where the probl ens which arise
in the course of the negotiations may be so lornidable that they nmay hes
time to be resolved. But then we woul d have reached a position of nutua,
trust with the governnent, that we would be prepared to act on a
declaration of intentions. There is that possibility, but i%you want t.
tal k now about decisions, our decision is very Cear: Sanctions will, an
far as we are concerned, we will only reconmrend the repeal of sanctions
when everybody has the vote in this country, and when everybody is in a
position to take part in the running 0%the country.

9: TO continue on that track: Quite a nunber of Cabinet Mnisters have
said that in principle representation in Pahliameht is already conceded
You said that for this you are prepared to nake sacrifices. Surely you



M
are naking sacrifices for sonething that is already in process?

A well, the reality is that apartheid is still in place. | have no vet
| can’'t be a nenber of Parlianent. | can't live where | like in this
country. | can’t buy land where | wish. It is for that that we say

sanctions should be nmintained. And you are not altogether carrect in
saying that M De Kl erk has al ready censidehed the right 04 every South
Alrican to vote and to sit in Parliament. You should study his speeches
very well. He does feel that we have to go into the question of how the
rights of groups should be secuwed, and that neans then that we are not
yet unani nous on the question of the grant of the demand of one person
one vote.

9: El haudible.J

A Well, | have just been told that one G our colleagues is calling a
press conference on p ecisely the question that you have asked and he
will be better qualified than | to respond ta your uestien

Q Elnaudible.J

A Well, | can't agree with you that | have made any threats 0 the

Eur opean Community. All that we intend to dc, ie to use persuasion to
themto see our point of view, and | say that if we are unable to

convi nce the European Community, then we know what to de. Your etatemne
that we ar-e shifting the goal posts: | have heard this on numeruue
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occasions. | don't know where they were originally. You mght tell ne
where they were. W have been consistent on the question of when
sanctions should be reviewed in our view. W have never deviated from
that. If you think we have deviated, | amprepared to listen.

0: Under the terms of the US Conprehensive Anti-Qartheid Act, the
CGovernment shoul d rel ease political prisoners not only held in the
Republic of South Africa, but also in the four nom nally independent
honel ande. | am wonderi ng whet her you have di scussed with Pretoria er f
governments of the honelande to rel eaee these other political pFi EGHEF
and whet her you woul d see that as one obstacle to the 114ting o4
sanctions?

A we are in fact calling for the release of all prieonere held in Bout
Africa and in our view South Africa includes the honel ande

Q Do you plan to take action against the European Comunity?

A: Not against the European Community. There will be mass action as a
result of the lifting of sanctions by the international community, by
EC, and | am saying that one of the things which hae |led to a nodehati
of mass action in the country is the know edge that we have powert ul
friends who are with us and we are aleo playing that part, inducing Se
Africa to change its policies. Newthe end ie removed if people in Sou
erica are going to rely solely and exclusively on their own power, an
this country will be in tuvmoil. It is not a threat op action egainet
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EC.

0: Clnaudible.J Do you then see mass action Peeulting in restoring
comunities?

A: No, we are not |aunching mass action in installnents, depending on t
action 0% anybody in the Governnent. We are concerned with the genera
situation. W are discussing with them Don't take it for granted that
once they take a decision, they will stick to that decision. They have
taken many deci sions, which as a re

11

ult of persuation they have revi ewe

SEE
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And we are going to take action in the sense that we are going t

them we are going to discuss the situation with them and we are going
to suggest solutions and options in the Iight of the decision which the
have already taken. And | am confident that we have got a powerful case
We are dealing essentially with our friends, Australia, England, they 3
still our friends, and we will discuss with themin that spirit, and
because of the strength o4 our case, we have the confidence that we w |
be able to resolve this phobl em am cably.

Q What exactly would you want President Bush to de in response to
Presi dent De ElI EPk’ e announcement s?

A: Nell, 1 have indicate

0.
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you what the ainms of 5am
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believe that M Bush will be keen to consult with us 59 to how he ehou
respond to the address cw' M- De tiiiler-Li. That is the proper way to handle
the problem And secondly, you ought to know that President Bush has



foll owed very correct procedures in this regard, because when T went ta

the States and | met him he then brieled MP De Klerk on ny visit, and
when M De H erk entered the States, | received a tel ephone call fromM
Bush, and he brieied ne quite accurately on the visit by M De Herk. |
have no doubt that it he thinks in ternms of review ng sanctiens he will
not nake the mistake which the EC has made. He will consult us, and we
will be able to put our point of viewto him That is the spirit in whi
we have worked with the president until now

9: Elnaudible.)

A Well, this is a matter which does not lie in nmy hands. It depends on
the National Executive of the ANC. | night also point out that new

di scussions are taking place between the ANC and the PAC and it is |ike
FI E

D

that in future mssions we will ac together and the two organisati

may have come together to deci de what type 0% del egati on we shoul d send
The nmatter does not depend on ne.

Q The Denocratic Party has been saying in Cape Tewn this week that the
ANC is dragging its feet with negotiations, and that you don’t want
negotiations until after the congress in July. Wat is you answer to

t hi s?

A Well, | think that Denis Worrall hae been preoccupied with
preparations for his speech in Parlianment and he has missed quite a |et
0? significant devel opnents. Al the summits which have been held emfa
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have been held at our instance. | had to go to M De Herk to say: The
time has arrived for us to have the first sumit. And we eventually
agreed on the date on whieh we nmet in May. | weht abroad and canme back c

18 July. On the 20th | went to the Union Buildinge and asked M De Hl er
that we should neet.

EErief interruption in comunicatieh Iine with Johannesburg.)

Q Wiat will the ANS do about Wite henel ahde? IE it peeeible that the
ANC wi I | consider this?

A: well, our policy in regard to the di smenbehnment 0% the country is ver
cleah. It is on that baeie that we were opposed to the honel and policy
and that we demand a united South Africa. That principle will apply to
anyhody regardi ng eeparete hemnel ande.

0: There is a gheat deal of tal k about the nation 0% peweh_ehari hg, bet
inthe interimand as a final solution

A Well, that ie a phrase, a collection of words. what we would like to
have is the $act, what does it mean in concrete tehne. And we dermand th
acceptance of the policy of one perenn, one vote. Wiat we are eeying ie

that at the right time free homerecial elections will be called for whe
everybody above a certain age will be entitled to vote, and the
t: power, will be a governnment that will be

gavernnmeht that will conme in
el ected by the naeeee cf the people in free electione. If that is the



policy of the Governnent of this country . . . And it is the principa
pillar of denmocracy. We are saying that we want those general el ections
and the government that will take power will have been elected in fair
el ections. Were they are tal king now 0$ a transfer 04 power, or the
sharing of power, it can’t be relevant. That is what we want. |f by
sharing power, that is what the Governnent wants, then we want the
sharing of power. But if they nean sonething else, then we don’t accept
it. If it neans that in a House of 150 nenmbevs 35 should be Wite, and-
shoul d be Bl ack, that we won't accept.

0: Wth regard to exiles, there are allegations that sone have been
arrested at the airport when trying to | eave the country. Dr Viljoen
absolutely denied this. Do you have a list of the nanes of people to w
that applies?

A well, M Mok, M Hobie Coetsee and M De H erk woul d never deny it.
think M Viljoen' s denial is based on a | ack of information, because tt
is not his departrment. | have had regul ar di scussions on the tel ephone
and personal neetings with both MP De H erk, M Hobie Coetsee and M V1
on the persons who have been harrassed and arrested by the police. Nnher
spoke | ast Saturday, | pointed to one of our security guards who was
present, who had been arrested by the Askahis together wi th nenbers of
the security force. | was so angry about it that | phoned | eading

of ficials and demanded thei h rel ease on the spot. | was very angry,
because they were arrested in front of our- DF Fi CES, and that is what
happeni ng. You are having nenbers of the security forces and the Asher:



always patrolling the entrance to our building. ly security was arrestea
in the course of executing his duties, just outside the building, and
this is not the first ineident. Quite a nunber_of people have been pick
up when they are returning to Lusaka and with their indemities still 1
force. There have been nore than 10 al ready who have been picked up in
this particular fashion.

Q Have they been rel eased?

A: Well, many of them have been rel eased. | must say that when | refer
these matters to these authorities, they inmediately take action. | can
remenber a single case in which they did not respond positively. But th
practice still continues and they are finding it, for some reason or
other, difficult to renpve the officials whomwe regard as being
responsi ble fer this. W have a list and | have given the list te the
CGovernment to say: These are the officials whe are creating all this
trouble, but they are still there, and sonme of them are even boasting
about it - "Mandel a nade representations that we should be di sm ssed,
here we are!"

Thank you very mnuch, |adies and gentlenen.



