
wait for independenee for the establishment of sound economic, social and edu- 

cational foundations for launching the fight. 
Yet others, giving a twisted interpretation of our Statutes, claim that certain 

local traditions must be respected and that we cannot oppose them at this stage 

for fear of losing the support of the masses. They then ask why there is a need to 

emancipate women at this point, when the vast majority of women are indifferent 

to the matter. Aicer all, they conclude, emancipation would be artificial, imposed 

on women by FRELIMO. 
. This is a very serious question. It demands careful study and clear thought. hs 

\ 

o 

b. The need for emancipation 

The emancipation of women is not an act of charity, the result of a humanitarian 

or compassionate attitude. The liberation of women is a fundamental necessity for 

the Revolution, the guarantee of its continuity and the precondition for its victory. 
The main objective of the Revolution is to destroy the system of exploitation and 

build a new society which releases the potentialities of human beings, reconciling 

them with labour and with nature. This is the context within which the question 

of women’s emancipation arises. ; 

Generally speaking, women are the most oppressed, humiliated and exploited 

beings in society. A woman is even exploited by a man who is himself exploited, 

beaten by the man who is lacerated by the pa/lmatoria, humiliated by the man who 

is crushed under the boot of the boss and the settler. 

How can the Revolution triumph without the liberation of women? Will it be 

possible to get rid of the system of exploitation while keeping one part of society 

exploited? One cannot only partially wipe out exploitation and oppression, one can- 

not tear up only half the weeds without even stronger ones spreading out from the 

half that has survived. 

How then can one make a revolution without mobilising women? If more than 
half the exploited and oppressed people consist of women, how can they be left on 

the fringe of the struggle? To make a revolution it is necessary to mobilise all the 

exploited and oppressed, and consequently women as well. If it is to be victorious, 

the Revolution must eliminate the whole system of exploitation and oppression, 

liberating a// the exploited and the oppressed. Therefore it must eliminate the exploi- 

tation and oppression of women, it is forced to liberate women. : 
Moreover, if we also consider the basic need for the revolution to be continued 

by the new generation, how can we ensure the revolutionary education of the gener- 

ation which will carry on our work if mothers, the first educators, are marginal to 
the revolutionary process? How can one turn the homes of the exploited and the 

oppressed into cells of revolutionary struggle, centres for the diffusion of our line, 

encouraging the involvement of the family, if women remain apathetic to this pro- 
cess, indifferent to the society which is being built and deaf to the call of the 

people? 

To say that women do not feel the need to liberate themselves, or that it is often 

FRELIMO, and not the women, which uphold women’s emancipation is a paltry 

argument which cinnot stand up to analysis. Women feel their subjection, they feel 
the need to change their situation. What happens is that the domination imposed by 
society, by stifling their initiative, often prevents them from expressing their aspir- 
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ations, often prevents them from thinking of fiow to wage their Sfruggu, A" e . 

that FRELIMO intervenes. As the conscious vanguard of the women and men of 

Mozambique, of the oppressed people, FRELIMO formulates the line and indicates 
the methods of struggle. 

It is essential that we understand this phenomenon s0 as to avoid falsc and futile 
debates. ~ = 

- 

c. The nght time to launch the fight 

The other question that arises is when is the right time to laundi the struggla? 
We cannot limit the revolutionary process to oertain peopla while neglecting 

others, because this would halt the revolution, destroy it. The roots of an evil 
which we underestimate and decide to pull out at a later date become the roots of 
a cancer which can destroy us, invading the whole body, befora we get to that 
‘later date’. ' = 

Under the present conditions, FRELIMO is no longer able to waoa an armed 
struggle without carrying out a revolution. The preconditions for advancing the 
armed struggle is to attack the very roots of exploitation. The idea of waiting until- 
later to emancipate women is erroneous; it means allowing reactionary ideas to gain 

.ground only to fight them when they are strong. It is like not fighting the alllgator 
on the bank only to fight him in the middle of the river. 

The armed struggle, acting like an incubator, has already created the eondutions 
for. the masses to be receptive to the ideas of progress and revolution. To avoid 
joining battle when conditions are ripe is lack of polmcal foresagtlt an error of 
strategy. - = 

This close and indissoluble link between revolution and the liberation of women 
also enables us to understand why this conference is taking place now and not five . 
years ago, for example. Let us recall an experience we had, that of the Mozambican' 
Women's League (LIFEMO). LIFEMO was created in Mbeya in June, 1966. At that, 

meeting, attended virtually only by women who were on the fringe of the struggle, 

they elected a leadership which was ignorant of the struggle and of the country, 

and which set itself some tasks outside the real perspectives of the struggle. A few 
months after the LIFEMO conference, all that remained of the leadership were the ° 

names. Like a rotten fruit, LIFEMO decayed of its own accord. Why? - 

When LIFEMO was established, what stage had been reached by FRELIMO, the 

Mozambican revolution and women? FRELIMO did not yet have sound structures 
and its line had not been sufficiently well understood and internalised because it had 
not yet been put to test in the struggle. Its cadres and leadership had not been suf- } 
ficiently seasoned by struggle and they lacked experience. 

This situation, where although the line was clear it had not been internalised, 
- where the structures were not sound, the leadership was not experienced and the 

cadres were not seasoned, blocked the development of our line throughr practice. 
We were unable to distinguish the essential from the secondary, unable to define 
our tasks correctly, establishing proper priorities. Therefore we had only reached a 
very embryonic stage of the popularisation of the war, the point of departure under 
our conditions for transforming the struggle into a revolution. 

We can therefore say that at the time of LIFEMO's creation the revolutionary 
Process was still at the initial stage. This shows why it was difficult to wage the 
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to incalculable risks and to the temptations of corruption in which the enemey 

P : spochhses these comrades put the interests of the people above all else, facing the 

‘ ** clslu’ and rejecting corruption as they create the conditions for the outbreak of 
v 4 grved struggle. They give us extremely valuable information end make avery” 

impawn contribution to the progress of our liberation struggle. - S if 
"We would-also like to extend special greetings to the comrades who work inthe 

; '"r?': “ "FRELIMO camps outside the country, in various sectors of activity. As FRELIMO — 
| E ‘, “». representatives, where they play an outstanding role in supplying the new fronts; 
A o in the secondary school where they are training the cadres who will assume our 

- policies, discovering the secrets of science and destroying myths SO 8 to mobillse - 
- both society and nature in the interests of the revolution. 

~ We also hail the comrades from the Americo Boavida hospital at Mtwara, who 
775 ¢ sre carrying out our principle of putting the health services at the service of the 
| ]‘ ’ - Mnasses, treating the sick and the war wounded, so as to make them fjt to return ‘ 

s LY tq the struggle, and training cadres who will defend the health of our pooplc on tho 

front line. 

"~ The comrades of the Cantre for Political and Mohtary Training deserve spocul 

mtrmon They are carrying out a delicate and difficult mission — that of turning 

men and women hitherto guided by outmoded ideas and prejudices into politically 

conscious fighters, prepared to destroy the enemy’s physacal and udeologncal 

" forces of exploitation and oppression. 
The comrades in our children’s home have three decnssve tasks Educattng thq. 

new generation, instilling in children the new way of thinking which will make. thom 

" true perpetuators of the revolution. Teaching students so that, understandmgmu‘ 

Iim, they master scignce and became agents for the transformation of society. And 

making the wives of mshtants into active militants themselves, into true mothers of 

. the revolution, 

To these comrades, who are the hosts at thts confgmnce taday, we address warm 

greetings, conscious as we are of their umportant role as educators. : 

«—  Wae can state with pride that this Conference is a great victory, a victory aqamst 
- the traditions and obscurantism which daom women to passivity, a victory against 

the exploitative society which enslaves women and a victory for the revolution, 

which is liberating the exploited and the oppressed and whuch is releasnng thc c;e- 

.ative initiative of the masses. - 

But victories are built and sustained through blood and sacrifice. There are many 

', women and many men who should have been here with us today, those who in the 
~ fight against the enemy and in the internalstruggle that took place, have created 

the political, moral and even physical conditions for our m'eeting here. They are 

not physicallv with us. Their sacrifice is a bridge to our future progress. Some gave 

up their lives in a final heroic act; for others each day of their lives was a heroic 

act, an example of service to the masses, of defence of our line. : ' 

It is therefore fitting that as we begin our conference we observe a minute of silence 

in memory of the women and men who have fallen servmg the people servmg the 

revolution. : | 

- Gathered here are women from all the provinces, from all the regions and 
“ethnic groups of our country, with varying levels of education and culture. There 
sre mothers and even grandmothers, side by side with young single women, We   We are what we are because of the sacrifices which have gone into the revolution. 

  

  

 THE REVOLUTION AND THE EMANCIPATION OF‘.T f‘ 

its profound flquacancc, L ST P 

' Achlevmg thé unity of the Mozambican people from ths’ Rg 7 
provided us with an indnspensibla instrument fot Iaupchlng 

“on 25 September, 1964 — created the condmom for thebpgmnm of i’radical 

‘ of our country, as shown by the recent Opemng of thq Mamm o So‘fala froht.’ bl 

.% 

‘the guidance needed tq enable us all reach this point. This isthe_ context in which i ""“" 

    

    
have here teachers mstructresses. soldiers, nurses, studonu and also Pmant - h,’" ’ “__ ; .3 

women. Men will also be attending-the conference, your comrades. iR arms not i ~ 7 
only in the liberation of the natnon but also in the very stmmh th tho omancl P ey 
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This Conference is taking place atp specific hist&figal‘s'“ ent in thi fifo of (mflt 

organisation. It is this historlcal context that glves chnfgxm m g AR S 
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- We have just celebrated the tenth annlvorstrv of the     

ation. Unity constitutes the driving force of ouf action.m mnsform‘ tion of 6 
unity into an operative force — in other words, the Iaunchim of armw‘SMQlo 

process of transformation in our country. ~ AR € R 
A 3g, 4 s 0% 

The recant celebratlons of the eighth anniversarv ot thc beomnmq o{ the arM v*f;,; A 

"r - fp Q’&SA 

The omhth anniversary we celebrated also corresponds to an’ advanced phasa lu 
the pracess of collapse of the ensmy’s military and' pofltia! gffort. As’ pmnted “*4‘% s 

out by the recent Central Committee meeting,’ we are now Qmeflng uporr the stoOr""‘:“ -_ L 

of generalised offensives by our forces in the politico-mititary. field ‘v 'stage whicht: w{‘"‘ 

will change the balance of forces between us and the anamy‘mogr favour. SRR ,,_( A ~,,;: 

The constant clarlficatlon and strenqthomng .of our line Wr!ho#bw and @ hdff Y i 

years since the Second Congress have made our achievement; poaibla~afld pmv‘ddd e 

the conditions that led us to call this conference became rige; + " * : ,;: 
The opening of the conference almost coincides with 8 ‘March, lntematlonaf SR L 

Women'’s Day, the day when all of progresswe mankind solemnly reaffirms its -1 
support for the struggle for women’s liberation, This fortunate coincidence should - 
be an incentive,to us, since it reminds us of the fact that our strqule is not isolatcd e 

  

showing us that the struggle of women is the struggle of humanlty add makmg us -~ ';‘ 
aware of the progress already achieved. ' ' o = ! 

- The main purpose-of the conference is to study questions conoemmqthe oman- 4*-*“ 
cipation of women, to find lines af action which will lead to their emancipatlon. ,”.,3. i 
But a peeliminary question arises: why bother with the emancnpation of women? s 

“And another: why call this conference now? £ = ; . . e 
There are people among us, as our Movement is weli aware who fcel that we e 

should devote all our effarts to the struggle against colonialism and that the task’ «‘N' 
of women’s emancipation is therefore secondary because it will dissipate our foms; R, 
They further add that our present situation, with a shortage of schools very few - iffi"' 

- educated women and with women still bound by tradition, does not provide any . - ,;fi-;’ 
basis for embarking upon consistent action, and that it is thbreforo nacnsarv to °  ugd 

: = . S . .',“fl"'-"';? ¥ 
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which happens all once, but a process developed and refined over thousands of years 

of the society’s existence. : : - 

. Obscurantism is the beginning of the process. The general principle is to kee 

women in ignorance or give them only an essential minimum of education. Every- 

where we find that illiteracy is higher among women, they are always a minority in 

schools, colleges and universities, even though they are the majority of the population. 

- Science has always been kept as man’s monopoly, his exclusive domain, in the 

" developed civilisations of the past as in capitalist society today. To keep women away 

from science is to prevent them from discovering that society is created as a function 

of certain specific interests and that it is therefore possible to change society. 

~ Obscurantism and ignorance go hand in hand with superstition and give rise to 

passivity. » : 

All superstitions and religions find their most fertile soil among women, because 

they are submerged in the greatest ignorance and obscurantism. In our society, Yites 

and ceremonies are the main vehicle for the transmission of society’s concept of 

women’s inferiority, and their subservience to men. It is here too that countless myths 

and superstitions are propagated with the express intention of destroying women'’s 

sense of initiative and reducing them to passivity. 

Family education itself emphasises and reinforces this. From infancy the girl is 

brought up differently from the boy and a feeling of inferiority instilled in her. 

None of this is surprising. As we have said, exploitative society promotes the 

ideology, culture and education that serves its interests. It does so with women, just 

as it does with colonised people and with workers in capitalist society. All are deliber- 

ately kept in ig..urance, obscurantism and superstition with a view to making them * 

resigned to their position, of instilling in them an attitude of passivity and servility. 

This is where racism comes in. The colonised man is called a second class human 

being by virtue of his skin. The woman is called an inferior human being by virtue 

of her sex. In capitalist countries in Europe, they claim that women are creatures 

with long hair and short ideas. _ 

The process of alienation reaches its peak when the exploited person, reduced to 

total passivity, is no longer capable of imagining that the possibility of liberation 

exists and in turn becomes a tool for the propagation of the ideology of résignation 

and passivity. It must be recognised that the centuries-old subjugation of women has 

to a great extent reduced them to a passive state, which prevents them from even 

understanding their condition. ‘ 

5 

¢. The nature of the antagonism 

It is important to understand correctly the nature of the contradiction or contra- 

dictions involved, for only after upderstanding them will we be in a position to define 

the target of our attack and plan the appropriate strategy and tactics for our struggle. 

We have seen that the basis of the domination of women lies in the system of 

economic organisation of society, private ownership of the means of production, 

which necessarily leads to the exploitation of man by man. - ' 

This . means that, apart from the specific features of their situation, the contra- 

diction between women and the social order is in essence a contradiction between 

women and the exploitation of man by man, between women and the private owner- 

ship of the means of production. In other words, it is the same as the contradiction __ 

between the working masses and the exploitative social order. 

AU 

of the ideolagical and cultural revolution which introduces into society new values )4 

a new content to education and culture. / = 

But apart from the antagonistic contradiction between women and the social “r 

. order, other contradictions of a secondary nature also arise between women and * - o 

men as a kind of reflex. ‘ . : ,; 

The marriage system, marital authority based solely on sex, the frequent brutality "jf{‘»     
  

Let us be clear on this point. The antagonistic contradiction is not between "'Ssr e 

women and men, but between women and the social order, between all explaited R SN 

people, both women and men, and the social order. Thé fact that they are exploited . % 
explains why they are not involved in all planning and decision-making tasks in = - "~ "B 
society, why they are excluded from working out the concepts which 96vorn econg- v'-f\ 

mic, social, cultural and political life, even when their interests are directly affected. " . ; 
This is the main feature of the contradiction: their exclusion from the sphere "> 

of decision-making in society. This contradiction can only be solved by revolution, ¢ 
because only revolution destroys the-foundations of exploitative society and rebuilds - - 

society on new foundations, freeing the initiative of women, integrating them in - 

   
   

  

   
   

    

  

society as responsible members and involving them in decision-making. : ~. 

Therefore, just as there can be no revolution without the liberation of women, B 3 

the struggle for women’s emancipation cannot succeed without the victory of the - 

revolution. ‘ e 
It should be pointed out that the ideological and cuitural precepts of the exploitafi & 

tive society which maintain the subjugation of women are destroyed by the advance -i i 

of the husband and his consistent refusal to treat his wife as an equal, are sources of 

friction and contradiction. If they are not correctly solved, these secondary contra- 

dictions may become more acute and produce such serious consequences as divorce. 

 But however serious they may be, these factors do not altef the nature of the 

contradiction. . . 

It is important to stress this aspect, because we now see an ideological offensive 

taking place particularly in the capitalist world, in the guise of a women's liberation 

struggle. The aim is to transform the contradiction with men into an antagonistic 
one, thereby dividing exploited men and women to prevent them from fighting the s 

exploitative society. In fact, leaving aside the demagoguery which hides its true 

nature, this ideological offensive is an offensive by capitalism to confuse women, to 

divert their attention from the real target. : Gt 

We see small manifestations of this offensive appearing among us. Here and there 

we hear women grumbling about men, as if the cause of their exploitation lay in = 
the difference between the sexes, as if men were sadistic monsters who derive pleasure = 

from the oppression of women. ; ! 
Men and women are products and victims of the exploitative society which has 

created and formed them. It is essentially against this society that men and women 

should fight united. Our practical experience has proved that the progress achieved ; 
in the liberation of women is the result of the successes gained in our common struggle - 
against colonialism and imperialism, against the exploitation of man by man, and to ; 
build a new society. ‘ = 
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3. STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL QUESTIONS 

8. ‘Our main lines of action 

The fight for women’s emancipation demands, as a first step, the clarification of 

our ideas. Such clarification is all the more imperative in that there is a profusion of 

- erroneous ideas about the emancipation of women, : 

There are those who see emancipation as mechanical equality between men and 

women. This vuligar concept is often séen among us. Here emancipation means that 

women and men do exactly the same tasks, mechanically dividing their household 

duties. ‘If | wash the dishes today you must wash them tomorrow, whether or not 

you are busy or have the time.’ If there are still no women truck drivers or tractor 

drivers in FRELIMO, we must have some right away regardless of the objective and 

subjective conditions. As we can see from the example of capitalist countries, this 

mechanically conceived emancipation leads to complaints and attitudes which utterly 

distort the meaning of women’s emancipation. An emancipated woman is one who 

drinks, smokes, wears trousers and mini-skirts, who indulges in sexual promnscuuty, : 

who refuses to have children, etc. - : 
Others associate emancipation with the accumulation of diplomas, and particularly 

university degrees, which are regarded as certificates of emancipation. > 

~ Yet others think that emancipation consists of achieving a certain economic, social 

and cultural level. - 

All these are erroneous and superficial concepts. Not one of them either gets to 
the heart of the contradiction or suggests a line that will really emancipate women. 

. Emancipation requires action on several essential levels. 
First of all, a political line of action must be laid down. For women to emanci- 

pate themselves there must be conscious political commitment. What does this mean 
in practical terms? 

It means, firstly, that the line must be laid down by a revolutionary political organ- 
isation which, defending the interests of the exploited masses as a whole, leads them 
in the fight against the old society. Only such an organisation is in a position to for- 
mulate a global strategy for the fight for liberation. In our case, what this means in 
concrete terms is that in order to liberate themselves, women must internalise 

FRELIMO’s political line and live by it in a creative way. Otherwise they will throw 
themselves into sterile and secondary battles which will exhaust them uselessly and 
to no effect. 

To internalise and live by our line requires involvement in the tasks laid down by 
the organisation. Just as a plant needs to strike roots in the ground in order to grow, 
so does the political line take root in revolutionary practice. Revolutipnary practice 
destroys the exploitative society, unleashes the internal struggle, demolishes our 
erroneous ideas and releases our critical sense and creative initiatives. 

In this context women must be mobilised for internal struggle and for mass 
struggle, and they must be organised. They will then be able to internalise the political 
line to start the offensive. They must be involved in the battle for the political 
education of the next generation and in the battle for the large-scale mobilisation 
and organisation of the masses. Their commitment to the liberation struggle will 
then become concrete action, leading them to take part in making decisions affecting 
the country’s future. 
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There also arises the need to engage in productlon ', = 

Releasingthe productive forces and launching the process of economlc develop- 

ment will lead to deeper ideological understanding and a sounder knowledga of re-- 

ality, of society and nature. 

A third aspect is scientific and cultural education. A sclentlflc and cultural 

grounding enables women to achieve a correct understanding of their relationship 

with nature and society, thus destroying the myths fostered by obscurantlsm wh|ch 

oppress them psychologically and deprive them of initiative. 

In this way, women will gradually attain all levels of planning, decnsuon-maklng 

and implementation in organising the affairs of children, hospitals, schools, fadtories, : 

the armed forces, diplomacy, arty:science.culture and so on. , 

It should also be emphasised here that all these needs do not apply solely to 

women, because men are also alienated, though in different ways. 

The last aspect is that pf the relationship between men and women, that is, the 

new revolutionary concept of the couple and the home. We can already see clearly - 

what this relationship should not be. Until now it has been based on the alleged. 

superiority of man over woman, aimed at satisfying the'male ego. 

We must state here — and this is something new in society — that the family rela-. 

tionship, the man-woman relationship should be founded exclusively on love. We do - 

not mean the banal, romantic concept of love which amounts to little more than - 

emotional excitement and an idealised view of life. 

For us, love can only exist between free and equal people who have the same 

ideals and commitment in serving the masses and the revolution. This is the basis 

upon which the moral and emotional affinity which constitutes love is built. We 

need to duscover this new dimension, hitherto unknown in our country. 

’ 

b. The organisation of women ~ 

Following the principle of mobilising, organising and uniting all our forces in the 

struggle, the Central Committee, satisfying the aspirations of the increasingly con- 

scious Mozambican women, has decided to establish the Organisation of Mozambican 

Women (OMM). The Organisation of Mozambican Women is a body which will pro- 

vide leadership and guidance fof all Mozambican women in the struggle, for the eman- 

cipation of women and for the revolution. » 

Apart from this, its central task is to mobilise international public opinion in 

favour of our struggle and to express the solidarity of the Mozambican women and 

people with the liberating and revolutionary struggle of the women and peoples of 

thé*whole world. 

One battle the Organisation has to wage is that of keeping the true sense of eman- 

cipation permanently alive, reinforcing the ideological struggle against attenpts to 

disparage the women's struggle and isolate it from the revolution. Firm adherence to 

the line, which must be understood, internalised and lived by in the details of every- 

day life, will give the Organisation and women themselves the sense of vigilance re- 

quired to nip in the bud even the slightest reactionary ideological offensive. 

We can be sure that the colonialist army, like other reactionary and conservative 

forces, will react against this Conference and its results and do their utmost to make 

our decisions remain a dead letter. Comrades of ours who still cling to erroneous 

concepts will find it difficult to understand the profound meaning of the women s 

struggle and they will put obstacles in its way. 
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But the greatest obstacle will be created by women themselves, by their habit of 

dependence, their passivity and the dead weight of tradition they carry over from 

the old society. : 

Women must unite. Unity is the main weapon of the struggle, its driving force. 

FRELIMO's political line is your platform for unity; while tribalism, regionalism 

- and racism stand against it. 
Tribalism and regionalism prevént one from realising the greatness of our country 

and of our struggle. They make it impossible to understand the complexity of our 

country and, above all, they disperse one’s forces. . 

Racism is a reactionary attitude. The enemy has no colour. The function of racism 

in our case and in any struggle is to make it difficult to define the real target, creating 

confusion so as to divide the national revolutionary and progressive forces, weakening 

them and leading to their annihilation by the common enemy and exploiter. Our 

struggle would remain isolated from the world-wide struggle of the progressive forces 

against the exploitation of man by man. 

Seeds planted among us by the enemy cannot be destroyed by words or magic 

formulas. The ideological struggle must be started among all women to make them 

clearly understand the harm of these reactionary ideas. At the same time efforts must 

be made to explain to women that their experience of suffering, exploitation and 

oppression in Cabo Delgado, Gaza, Niassa, Inhambane, Tete and Maputo, in Zambezia, 

Manica e Sofala and Nampula, is the same. All bear the same scars, all have known the 

same hunger, the same poverty, the same suffering, the same shackles, the same widow- 

hood, the same orphanhood, the same tears caused by colonialism and exploitation. 

- We are united through the discovery of common wounds and scars, but above all 

unity is realised through common effort, links are forged through collective work and 

study, through collective nternal struggle, through criticism and self-criticism, and 

through action against colonialism. 

We must also learn fr/pm the experience of our sisters throughout the world. That 

will help us to understand that there are no races or peoples who are explonters or 

oppressors. There are no racist peoples, no colonialist peoples. By opening our 

minds to the experience of others we will not only learn useful lessons, but we will 

also understand that all countries, all peoples, all races, are waging the same struggle 

as we are: a struggle against the colonialists and imperialists who have no country, a 

struggle against the exploiters who have no race. In this way we will be able to see - 

how the struggle of the Mozambican women and of our people is the struggle of all 
of humanity, and we will understand the warmth of the solidarity between us. 

We must give up the pernicious habit of identifying only with those who come 

" from the same village as ourselves, who speak the same language and have the same 

culture, traditions and educational background. Those with whom we must identify 

and see as our si<ters, giving them our friendship and affection, our help and fraternal 
warmth, are all those who, like us, are exploited and oppressed, and who are with us 

in the great struggle for the liberation of women, the country and the working people. 

These are all sacred tasks for the Organisation of Mozambican Women, because it 

is the women’s responsibility to bring up the next generation free from tribalism, 

regionalism and racism, free from the archaic attitude of oppressing women or pas- 
sively accepting oppression, free from superstition and |mbued with our class feeling 

and internationalism. 

It is also necessary to fight against certain very negative subjective attitudes. Many . 
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women comrades think of their commltment as temporary, while they are smgle and b 
have a tendency to give up their revolutionary duties as soon as they are married. It '-‘"1 ; 
is considered normal for wives to return to the village, and for being a wife to become 
a woman'’s sole duty. In many cases this is encouraged by the husband himself who : 
still sees the woman as his private property, dependént on him, existing by virtue of - . 
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him, and tied to him, almost like a piece of luggage, whom he can use as he pPleasas, ?; 
who is obliged to go where he goes. This conflicts both with the requirements of the : if&' 
national liberation struggle and with the women’s struggle for emancipation. e ":% 

‘We must mobilise all woman, so that they feel the need to participate in concrete : "fig 
tasks, to feel responsible, and to be actively engaged i in the transformatian of society : ‘g’ 
In this respect, married. women especially must concern themselves with settinga ,w 
positive example to the younger single women and show them in practnce that mar- . ( 
riage is an incentive for the pursuit of revolutlonary tasks. : 

c. The Structures of the Organisation of Mozamblcen Women K 

    

In order to furiction, to carry out its tasks of leadnng and guldmg women in the 
struggle for their emancipation, and to involve them ever more deeply in the tasks 
of the revolution, the Organisation of Mozambican Women needs to be properly 
structured. We are sure that the participation of many comrades engaged in the dif- 
ferent sectors of the struggle, the experience they have accumulated and will syn- 
thesise here, and their knowledge of the existing difficulties and needs, will enable 
them to define the basis for the structures to be created and their functions. 

However, some questions arise. Who should join the Organisation of Mozambican R 
Women? How should it function and what should its relationship with the Women’s 
Detachment be? What should its place be within FRELIMO as a whole? 

We have said that the duty of the OMM is to involve all Mozambican women in 
the struggle for emancipation and revolution. It must therefore form the broadest 
possible front, mobilising, organising and uniting all the women who until now have - 
remained outside the process of transformation of our new society, young and old, 
single and married, educated and non-educated, militants and non-militants. The 
OMM must organise Mozambican women, wherever they are to be found, at places 
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“of work, in schools, hospitals, detachments, co-operatives and nurseries, organising 
women in every base, circle and village. 

The OMM is a new wing of FRELIMO to reach and involve the women whom.we 
have not yet properly reached or involved. 

But to carry out this process requifes experienced leadership, people who have 
understood and internalised the line, and lived by it in the process of engaging in 
the everyday tasks of the revolution. The members of the leadership must therefore 
have had politico-military training and experience, the indispensible prerequisite for 
grasping the complexity of the situation and for always bemg able to see clearly the 
path to be followed. 

The Women’s Detachment, because it involves women in the central task of the 
present phase — direct combat against the colonialist and imperialist enemy — 
the vanguard body for the women’s participation in the struggle, and it is now playlng 
an extremely active role in the transformation of society. It therefore constitutes 
the driving nucleus of the OMM, its main source of cadres. 

But the Women'’s Detachment is not the OMM and the OMM is not the Women’s 
Detachment. The Detachment is an integral part of our army, of the People’s Forces 
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fcr the Liberation of Mozambique, an armed political body. The OMM on the other 

hand, involves all women, from those who have remained marginal to the struggle 

until now, to those who are combatants on the health, education, production, army 

and other fronts. 
= 

The relationship between the two must be complementary and based on mutual 

help, the Woinen’s Detachment being a driving force, a source of cadres, and the OMM 

" a mobilising force which expands our base and provides new forces for the Women's 

Detachment. 

In order that the OMM may be in a position to take up and carry out the important 

tasks with which FRELIMO entrusts it, FRELIMO’s Central Committee has decided 

to organise a training course for women cadres, to be held under the leadership of the 

Executive Committee. : 

Integrated in FRELIMO, inspired by FRELIMO's revolutionary line, acting as a 

part of our revolutionary family’s harmonious body, in the context of the structures 

of FRELIMO, the OMM will accomplish the difficult task which the people, the 

women and the revolution has entrusted to it. . 

Comrades, the proceedings of the First Conference of Mozambican Women are 

about to start. 
- 

Millions of Mozambican women, who for centuries have been oppressed, are an- 

xiously and hopefully waiting the dawn of freedom which will be born here. The 

Mozambican people, the Mozambican revolution, need your commitment, your 

struggle. You have a decisive weapon in your hand which is FRELIMO's political 

line on the emancipation of women. We must once more underline the most impor- 

tant aspects of our thought. 

The exploitation of women is an aspect of the.general system of exploitation of 

man by man. This exploitation creates the conditions for the alienation of women; 

it reduces them to passivity and excludes them from the sphere"of decision-making 

in society. The antagonistic contradictions which thus exist, are between women 

and the exploitative social order. These contradictions are between all the exploited 

masses in our country and in the world, and the exploiting classes. Only revolution 

can definitively resolve this contradiction, because it alone is the incarnation of the 

“interests of the exploited masses; it mobilises, organises and unites them for the 

struggle; it alone can destroy the old social order. Revolution puts the exploited 

masses in power, the masses who lived under oppression and were forced into 

passivity. 
: 

Our people’s armed struggle against colonialism and imperialism is the fundamen- 

tal starting point for the Mozambican revolution; the moment of the unleashing of 

the process of liberation of our land, women and men. The armed struggle which 

is gaining in popularity in our country acts like an incubator in which the revolu- 

tionary process starts to take root. : e 

The centuries-old experience of exploitation and suffering of the women and 

men of Mozambique and the discovery of the freedom born of the people’s power 

in the areas under our control, have made our people receptive to ideas of 

progress and revolution. The conditions are ripe for an offensive on the women’s 

liberation front, an important moment in the revolutionary struggle. 

- We already know what our strategy and tactics should be in the struggle, in which 

we will not only have to fight against the colonialist enemy, but will also have to 

face the opposition aroused by erroneous concepts rooted in the minds of 
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both women and men. - - G 
It is essential that women be involved in FREUMO, for 6nly.FRELlMO. isina - 

position to take up all the interests of th i ' e exploited masses of our cou 
thus formulate the concrete line of battle. : : QtTY and' 
arngtfa (())uMM wtlnch is being formed is emerging in the FRELIMO structure as a new 

r revolution which must reach the broad ma ' : _ sses of women who until now 
have remained marginal to the process of transformation which is faking place in - 
our country. The OMM must draw into the struggle for the emancipation .f women . 
and into the national revolutionary struggle the millions of our countrywom 

Our sFruggle is not an isolated struggle. The Mozambican Women's fy ht ;:‘ ' 
Mo?ambtcan 'people’s fight, is an integral paft of the \;vorld-wide Pront clg s ; el 
against colonialism and imperialism, against the exploitation of man by‘m;{:‘gagn:i 
for the construction of a new popular social order. . ' 
thql: r::;:!sf\/t:‘ry're:'sonhwe feel that the struggle of our sisters and brothers in Angola 

: e leadership of the MPLA, have been fighting Port i : : Tt tuguese coloniali 
and imperialism for twelve years i it il Is our own. We feel that the struggle of our si ‘ . i r sisters 
?n?1 prothers in Guinea-Bissau and Cabo Verde, who, led by the PAIGC have been 

ig '_:mg Portuguese colonialism and imperialism since 1963, is our own §truggle i 
Cabre|ncse we feel bereaved by the recent assassination of our comrade Amilcar : 
= a ,f' ecr;tary-GeneraI of the PAIGC. This barbarous crime, like the assassination 
IUtiounra |rstd resndenft, Comrade Eduardo Mondlane, is an attempt to stop the revo- 

ry advance of our peoples. iled i i it will fail i i S peoples. It failed in Mozambuque and it will fail in Guinea- 

- Thg fight for. the consolic?ation of independence and for revolutionary develop- 
enft‘ in Tanzapta and Zambia, Somalia, Congo, Guinea and the whole of Africa is 

our fight, the fight to consolidate our strategic rear. ' 
i Thg regent victory of the heroic peoples of Vietnam and Indochina, is a great 
ancentlve in our struggle. The women and men of Vietnam, of a small country, of 

n ec':(?nomvf:a!ly backw.?rd country, succeeded in defeating the largest and rno'st 
cru\tleV vrfnpenahst power in the woeld, the United States of America 
sociafi Stezlozt:‘?i::ag::: by th; s:g:cesses achieved by our sisters and brothers in the 

, who are building a ne i ; e g w society of freedom and progress for 

The i I ' intens”;/z;)tr?::;fr\?h:n:tru of ?flozambuque congratulate the Portuguese people for the 
' ruggle against colonial war and fascism in P 
ing of the fourth battle front agai iali e gainst Portuguese colonialism in Portugal i 

. . . 
al . soh\:\ilatgs the solidarity and friendship of our peoples. . 1t$e|f. 15 

- 7 salute.all peoples, we salute the women and men of all continents, who anony- 
usly are like us, fighting to build a new society. To all of them we say' that our - 

pf‘ople s struggle yvi_ll pe intensified, our revolution will be consolidated and trium 
pPhant, thus contributing towards the common victory ' 

Long Live the First Conference of Mozambican Women! 
Long L?ve the Struggle for the Emancipation of Women! 
Long Live the Mozambican Revolution! 
Long Live the Struggle of th - ' : 

eM : 

the Maputo! ozambican people, united from the Ravuma to 
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Long Live Africa! 
Long Live the Organisation of Mozambican Women! 

Long Live FRELIMO! 

A LUTA CONTINUA. INDEPENDENCIA OU MORTE. VENCEREMOS. 
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EDUCATE man to Win the War, 
Create a new Society and 
Develop our Country 

Speech at the Second Conference of the Depertmmt of Educetlon en’d “;";;é. " 
Cul ture, September 1970, 

Comrade delegates to the Second Conference of the Department of Educatlon and 

Culture, - e _ , 

Comrades, 

We are happy to take part in this 2n(1_meerenee of the Department of Educas- 

tion and Culture because Culture and Education are fundamental problems of our 

people on which the creation of a new mentality ultimately depends. We also believe 
that meeting and dnscussnng our work and methods is the most reliable way of guid- 

ing our action. 

This Conference is starting at a time when we are oelebratmg the most |mportant : 

date in our history. The fact that this Conference is taking place is a result of our 

struggle, of the fierce struggle against colonialism, and the tough and tncky struggle 

against reactionary forces among us. It is a victory of the many who have sacrificed ‘ 

their lives to drive out the Portuguese colonialists and to expose the new exploiters. 

The Conference therefore takes on special significance, for bloodshed and sacrifice 

lie behind it. It was made possible by the clanfncataon and consolidation embarked 

on amid our ranks. 

We must therefore carry on the work that has just been started and avoid patting 

ourselves on the back for victories achieved, forgettlng the very great deal that 

remains to be done. 

Because our Education has been born of bloodshed, it is only right that we should 

pay tribute to those who have fallen for our country. More than anyone else, 

Eduardo Mondlane symbolised our struggle to free Man from the colonial yoke 

and from obscurantism. 

| therefore request that we observe a minute of silence in hls rhemory and in 

memory of all the comrades who have laid down their lives. 

This Conference has set itself the task of analysing the work achieved, discovering 
the errors and shortcomings in our activity and, based on our principles, promoting 

the implementation of the task entrusted to the Department by FRELIMO's leading 

organs. 

Other documents to be submitted to the Conference contain detailed analyses of 

the work done, of the great deal that has been done and the vast amount we still 

have to do. Here we wish simply to put forward a few themes for reflection which, 

as they express the preoccupations of FRELIMO’s leadershup, will help to guide us 
in our work. 

After demonstrating the harmfulness of both tradmonel end oolomal education, 
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With the exception of the strictly military programmes, political, educational 

and cultural programmes in the CPPMs have not been as successful as was - 

hoped due principally to lack of continuity. We begin things, then interrupt 

them, and they die. The usual excuse is that the person in charge of the prog- 

ramme was busy, absent, sent on a new mission, etc. ... 

This makes no sense and it must stop. One of the reasons why many 

national level cadres are appointed to the leadership of CPPM is to ensure 

- regular and unbroken continuity of all programmes. The great responsibility 

of the appolnted cadres requires that they have sufficient flaxlbllity and 

ability to pursue the programme of a colleague who may for some reason be 

unable to continue it himself. 

14, Leadership is collective and although each member of the leadership has a 

specific task, there are no hard and fast compartments. 

The duty of every member is to be concerned with all the work, see that it 

is carried out and to put forward ideas and criticism. Leadership is collective 

and responsibility is collective. 

“ment, mobilising the population, praducing, feeding the guerrillas, matino cu\- 
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THE I.IBERATION OF WOMEN 
is a Fundamental Necesmty | 
for the Revolution: 
Opcnlng Speech at the First Oonfomca af Mozamblcan Womcn 4 Mamh 
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time we are holding a conference of Mozambican ‘wonien engaged in all sectorsof © - . 

activity within our revolution. For the first time. FRELIMO militants ére meeting: 

together to pool their efforts and jointly work out a strategy: for the emanctpatlon 

of women. : e TIRMY 

We should like first, on behalf of FRELIMO’s Central Commlttpe to oxpross 

warm grestings to all the delegations present here. idamd 
Allow us to extend a special welcome to the delegates from tho war provlncu, 

who have left very important sectors of work so that through their presence and 
experience they may contribute to the success of this confergnce. Their presence = 

here is both proof of their understandmg of the value of thls eonfcrenca. and a 
guarantee of its success. i 

'We hail the women comrades from. Cabo DOIoado who m flmtmg hetoucnllv bn 
every front, many since the start of the war, advancing aod consolidating the revo- 
lution and dealing tremendous blows against the colonislist and reactionary foroos. 

We hail the comrades who have come from Niassa, such a’large province with a = "% 
small populatién. These comrades are facing great difficulties, but they have provd)";' ,'*i..; 4 
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Comragde members of the Central Committes,” .. -~ "+ . - . uE 
- Comrade members of the Exocutwe Committn a o el Eorh o ol 
Comrade delegates, .~ ¥ ? : Gt U e e 
Comrade observers, e R TV e et T 

comr‘des ‘- Sy o ‘,. S‘ | e ~;‘.',-;. ‘.,.'s':\" ] - R : 'll ):J" llit“:: 
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* This is a historic and glonous moment in the fife of our omanlsation. For thc fim © 3’&%\ 

‘that they are able to overcome them, showing unbfukabh determination and revo- 2 : 
lutionary spirit, daily defending our organisation’s central idess, transporting oquip- 

ditions whereby in Niassa FRELIMO's presence remains undisputed. - 

The comrades from Tete have a spacial-responsibility. This provlnco is of grnt 
strategic importance; it represents the door ta the liberation of the whole of South- i 
ern Africa and is a centre of direct conflict between the forces of revolution and s 
reaction. We warmly welcome the comrades from Tete snd congratylate them for . . 
having so completely assumed the watchwords of our Movement, so thatinonly = .~ 
about four years, alongside the men, their comrades.in arms, they have been able - 
to-carry the torch of freedom throughout the whole.-of Tete provmco now also DA % 

taking it into Manica e Sofala to light the way there.. ... - T il 
We should like to hail the comrades doing clandestine work ln the zonds mli L ~,: 

occupied by the Portuguese colonialists. Workmg in thrmidn of the cmmy. auw A 
/- 
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