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Liberty .Meda‘lprotest"
by Ron Goldwyn

Daily News Staff Writer

A newly formed group of clergy
and anti-apartheid activists say
it's wrong to 29mm the presti-
gious Phfladctphia Liberty Medal
tn Sou‘ African President KW.
dc Klerk at Independence Hall on
the Fourth of July. . t
The group's leaders said yester-

day they are organizing protests
to get the award rescinded or ID
demonstrate their objections in
the streets. 1 ‘
President Ciinton plans to pres-

cut the $100,000 award jointly to
do chrk and Nelson Mandela,
president of the African National
Cungrcss. 'me twojtnen have been
negotiating terms 01:__.power' shar-

 

 

Group opposed 'tb de‘ Klerk
ment and its black majority. A

“It's not just a farce. it’s honestly
an outrage that a person with the
kind of history de Klerk has Would
be honored With a liberty Medal,"
declared the Re". Isaac Miller, of
the Episcopal Church of the fidvo
cafe in North Philadelphia and co-
chair of [he stiII-forming Philadel-
phia Freedom Committee. ‘

_ "We 'are honored that Nelson
Mandela is honored in this city,
but we are really dishonored
when you honor somebody like F.
W. de Merkwhqhas been re-
sponsible' for an incredible
amount of death." he said. '

  

Logan; arc co-chajré. Other brgan-
izers include ’the Rev. Paul Wash-
ington, of Church Of the Advocate, »
Jerry Hermafi‘anfi the'ReVJDay'id "
Gracie, of the Americail Friends
Service Committee. , (:1 '15: A,
The group plans a news co‘nfer-_

encc near Independence Halt to.
day. Miller said‘many 'of the lead.
ers are,.b!ack clergymenbnt the
gréup Is broaaéning‘ its" s'c’ope.
7 :The' Rev... Jess'e 'W. .Brbwn .112,
president of the Biack Clergy of
Philadelphia and, Vicinity, said
his organimtiop algohpposes the
award to .de ngtgtihgxfiqliciw
“even"t'o "thisfrlaygfir'c'sml killing

  
 

join the protest. ,
3 The protest won‘t include the
city’s bcst-known apartheid
fighter —' the Rev. Leon Sullivan;
retired _,pasto>r of Zion Baptist
Church and author of the Sulli-
Van. Principles, dwigned to guide
companies \‘doing business, in
South Africa He'll be taking part

- 'in thecéremony‘itself. .7
';'__.‘F1jank1y,-[ would prefer if it

just went to Mr. Mandela, period.“ 7
.Suilivén‘ mid, but added, ”If the '~
gavgaxdgfignf‘the dual medals is

it‘s satisfactory to me. He‘s the
person whO’ is involved more
deeply in the struggle."
Mayor Rendell, who played a

key role in bringing the three
.'.di_gnitarics together for the

ing-‘aud transfqr'between South' Miller and the Rev.Dav1'd Weeks Sqfishnfr'iéafiiélifii tfié Brianiza- -award,eghoed thatview unabriefMngg's wmteflnnontt}; govern: J12. of S o(m Baptist Churchlln tion'haggj'deudéd b6w‘0r_if,lo See MEDAL‘Page 29'7 .77. ’_._ ‘11:; _7 . :7 7 _' ’ git". .er
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