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SRR Lk G Group opposed to de Klerk

A newly formed group of clergy -
and anu-aparthmd activists say
it's wrong to award the
gious Phuadc'phla Liberty Medal
to South African President F.W.
dc Klerk at Independence Hall on
the Fourth of July., .

The group's leaders said vester

day they arc organizing protests

to get the award rescinded or o
demonstrate thetr objections in
the streets. = .°

President Clinton plans to pres-
cnt the $S100,000 award jointly to
de Klerk and Nelson Mandela,
president of the African National
Congress. The two tnen have been

negotiating terms of .power shar-
ing -and transfer between South -
M;jlcas wmte mmorm govem*‘_
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mem and its black majority.
“It’s not just a farce, it’s honestly
an outrage that a person with the
kind of history de Klerk has would
be honored with a Liberty Medal,”
declared the Rev. Isaac Miller, of
the Episcopal Church of the Advo-
catc in North Philadelphia and co-
chair of the still-forming Philadel-
phia Frecedom Comimittee.
“We are honored that Nelson

“Mandela is honored in this city,

but we are really dishonor ed
when vou honor somebody like F.
W. de Klerk, who has been re-
spousible’ for an incredible
amount of death,” he said. -
Miller and the Rev. David Weeks

lngan are cm:hmrs Other organ-
izers include the Rev. Paul Wash-

ington, of Church of the Advocate, -
- -companies “doing business in

Jerry Herman and the Rev. David
Gracie, of the ﬁmencan Friends
Service Committee. - -0 |

The group plans a news conl'er
ence near mdependeroe Hall to-;
day. Miller said many of the lead-
ers are black clergymen but the
gmup is broadening its scope.

- The Rev. Jesse W.. Brown Jr‘,
president of the Black Clergy of
I’hlladelphla and_Vicinity, said

his organization also opposés the |
-award to de Klerk, whose policies

“cven to this’ ﬂav are still killing -
80th Africans. :But the ¢ > Organiza-
t.wn Itadn’t decided how or if, 1o

THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 1995

Jmn the ]JI‘{H'CS'E

-The protest won't include the
icrt} s best-known apartheid
fighter — the Rev. 1.20n Sullivan,

retired _pastor of Zion Baptist
- Church and author of the Sulli-
van Prmc:.ples designed to guide

-South Africa. He'll be taking part
in the ceremony itself. .
- “Frankly, 1 wmtId prefer if it -
_just went to Mr. Mandela, period,”
~Suflivan said, but added, “If the -
:awarding of the duail medals 15
fiansfactan' to Nelson Mandela,
it’s eaanactnrjf tc me. He's the
persor  who 1s involved more
dﬂ!pl}' in the ﬁfﬂgglc_" | N s e
Mayor Rendell, who plaved a e E AT g o
key role in -brmgmg the three
+dignitaries together for the
‘award, echoed that view in a brief

See MEDAL Page 29
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Jr., of Shalom Baptist Church in
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