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7 h e m e .: Ik e  D e a ik  S e n te n c e , in  A ia ie A  u n itk  m in o A lty . g o v e rn m e n ts

"  T h e  u th J b b i w a n  m a k e * a l l  ik e  ix u m , h e  d n a q A  u a  b e fo A e  k L d  

c o u n iA  a n d  a c c u ^ e A  u a  a n d  h e  a O a  in  ju d g m e n t o v e n , u a ,

0  h a v e  g n a v e  fe a A A  th a t ih L d  A ijA te m  o f ,  ju A i ic e .  m a y  e n a b le  

ik e  g ju ilty  io  d n a g  ik e  in n o c e n t  b e fo n e . i k e  c o u n iA .  O i  

e n a b ie A  i k e  u n ju A t  i o  p n o s e jc u te  a n d  d e m a n d  v e n g e a n c e  a jg a in A i 

i k e  jju A i , "

N e ls o n  ih n d e la  O c lo b e n . 1 ^ 6 2 ,

Ik e  d e a b ie  fa n . a n d  a g a in A i c a p it a l p u n is h m e n t ih a i h a A  /ta n k e d  in  

m o s t c & L u v b iie A  a n d  c o n tin e n ta  in  ir u A  c e n tu n y  a x u fu ln e A  a  p e c u lio A . d ie rm A io n  

in  S o u th . A p iL c a , a  d im e n A io n  ih a i d o e A  n o t m e A e ly  in  n o d u c e  a  n e w  a A p e c it  

b u t o n e  ik a i t o t a l ly  e c lip a e A  oJLL o ik e n A ,  Ik e  m o A a lity  o f  ta k in g . L i f  e , ik e  

h u m a n  n iu g k t o f  o n e  in d iv id u a l v e n A u A  ik e  p r o te c t io n  o f  A o c le iy ,  ik e  p o A A ib ilit y  

o f  /ie -e d u c a J J io n  a n d  ik e  p n m A p e c i o f  n £ .- in te g jw J .L  -n  in to  s o c ie ty ., d e te n y ie n c e . o / i 

v e n g e a n c e  -  a n e  a l l  A u b ^ e d A  ih a i fe a tx u ie  a n d  A ig h lh f  a o ,  in  tn o A i d i.  c u a a L  n  o f  

ik e  u A e  o n . n e c e A A iiy  f o / i ik e  d e a ik  p e n a lty .. B a t in  c o n tix L e A ijrv g , ik e  A u b j,e c t in  S o l 

S o u th  A fn ic a n  A o c ie iy  to d a y .f  o u n . a t  e n tio n  m u A t fo c u A  n o i o n  ik e A e t  b u t o n  ik e .  

n a c iA tn  K c iik x x k x jd v c ja s ^ s x iw lx p u jlu x J m a v b c x jv c x a ^ ^  w h ic h  un denJU beA  ik e  U A e o f

c a p it a l p u iu A h m e n l a n d  ik e  U A e  o f  ik e  d e a ik  p e n a lty  b y  ik e  n & g im e  a A  a n  

in tn u m e n t f o / i ie A /io /u A in g  ik e  p e o p le ,

Ik e  a p a n th e id  n je g ^ jn ^ je fijo y A  t  e  d u b io u A  d is t in c t io n  o f  o c c u p y in g . f in A t  

p la c e  in  a  U n ite d  N a iio n A /A J J iv e y  o n  ik e  n o te  o f  c a p iJ x tl p u k iA h m e n tt  a n d  

fn je io n x a  ' a  e x e c u iio n e n A  a n e . n e A ’M n A ib le  fo n . n e a n ly  o n e  h a lf  o f  ik o A e  n e p o n ie d  

a A  e x e c u te d  th n o u g h o u i ik e  w o n ld . U n lik e  m o A t A o d e iie A  in  w k ix k  ik e  n u m b e /: 

o f  o fJ e n c e A  fo A  w h ic h . c a p L ta l p u h iA h m e n l iA  im p o s e d  h a A  p n o g A e A A iv e ly  d e c n e a A e d , 

S o u th  A fn J jc a  h a A  in c n e a A e d  th e  A  c o p e  o f  ik e  d e a ik  p e n x iiiy ,  S ix t y  4  e v e n  y e a A A  

a g o , th e /v e  w e jte  o n ly  ih n e e . c a p it a l o 'r fe n c e A  -  ie a A o n , m u n d e n . a n d  /ta p e , V j t t u i t a a j



Qividisalion

(jtu ca apanikeid and ike ixxjcbixstvabw&J. pnagjieAS bnougki bj ike > /idokia 

negime ha* led io ike. iriinodudion o a uniken eijjvt so called capital cnines, 

d m m y a tib u m a a e tt

S Sabot: je -  xkxxk uua vAiLeJLg defined and becaiae, a 'capital cam,#.' unden ike 
(jenenal Law Amcndikeni / ei 1<j62, Ike follouAn^ yea* unden an. amendment io ike 

Sup/̂ njession of. {jjmmunism rid ike deaik penalty was imposed incases ukene a 

nesideni o/i fo/mea nesidenl of ~>ouik Afnlca undenixni inaining on. obiained 

info/unxiion ukLch could. funtheA ikxxtdupac. an object of ’amnunis ', Oi was 

fan. ike accused io pnove beyond nectdonable. doubi, ihai. iJiene was no suck jjunpose, 

Tke same siaiuie sexaiMx. inin • uced ike deaik penalty in cases wkene a n&sideni 
on f nme/i nesixient of ->ouik Africa advocaied abnoati, economic ok social ckanige in 
Souik Afnioa. by. violent m ans uiik ike aid of a foneign ovennment, On 1^67 

ike j enAonistn A d  made poniicipiiion. in 'ienvio/usi adiviiies" (again usidelg 

defined) a capital 'cAirne1,

(yen as we meet kene, 11 men and one. t oman one. sixaHing, inial in 

Vneionia pon. J<j sepanale ckang.es unden ikis 7 ennonism A d, 7keg. f ce a possible 

deaik penally*

A few weeks ago, :dot apanlkeid iJ‘inisien Knmgen began io lag ike 

foundation fon a funiken exieniion. uken ke called fon mundaiong deaik sentences 

fon ikose engaged in ike. anmed sinag. le fo libenaXion, flging, in i e fice of 

international opinion and ike geneva pnoiocols,

/has xxxixxtkxitfkixm. is naked ayjAession againsi ike. Afnlcan people 
cloacked in judicial ganb, QipUal punishment in ouik Afnica is one mone wea<jan 

in ike mackinentj of nepnession, and is used and ikne tended in an atiempi io 

intimidate ikose who ing io nesid and oventkmow ike apanikeid sgs^n, k̂ucJLsm. 

pnevails also in ikxxxxxikxM#. nela ion io non^political ads, and/mmifesiml 

in ike numbens ckangedm in ikose. convided and as we shall show in ike sentence* 

pnonounced and cnfomced,

7he. Unlvensal Oeelanaii n of Human nJLghts pnoviles ihai all notxp&isons 

one e/jLial befone. ike law and ane entitled, wiikoui ang dLdcnMnin Mon, io 

equal pnoieciion of ike. law, 7£f>uqk ike Tnetonia negime has maintained ihai ikis 

pnovision of ike Oê lanaulionJ'applied, in kamtht^jdumspamdx. ike coming and 

ike Jouik Afnlcon judicial s'-sietn is often paaised in ike wsienn media, ikene 

id in fad, no etyjalitg, befone ike. law. As Nelson ixmdela ex>jlained io ike



J.

"On its pan pen meaning, eoplity befone ike law mean* the night
io participate in ike making, of flue lam by. ukick one is govenned,
a constitution. which guanantees democratic nJugfas io all
sections of ike pojutation, ike. night io appwach ike & uni ion. pnoieciion
on nelie.fl in ike case of vie violation of nights guaranteed in
ike, consiituion, and ike night io take pani in ike adminisimtion
of justice as judge*, magistrates, attonneys-genenal, law
advisers, and similan positions,
"On ike absence ol ikes*. safeguunds ike. piinase requality befone 
ike law', in so fan a* ii is intended io apply io us, is meaningless 
and misleading,, f ill ike nights and p ivile.es io ukick 0 
have nefenjied. ane monopolized by k fuies, and we enjoy none of them,

"The iikJbte man makes aJUL ike laws, ke dra,s us befone his counis 
and accuses us, and he. siis in jjucigement oven us, 1

* he apcmikeid system excludes ike kUack majority from any suck 

panticipation, and exclusion wiitlen into ike constitution, Black feature in 

ike constitutional anti legal systems as its victims. The lorn of South > fnica 

ane mode by a Tael ament in ukick there is no dined on inclined nepnesentation 

fon the liUuc i people. M l  members ane while anl elected by an all ivhite 

electorate, No Black si s on ike bench in ike co nis that one supposed io mete 

out justice xxxikx. according to ap niheid South nfnica.

The death penalty is used extensively in the belie- that it signals 

the stnengtk and determination of oun oppnessons ami some/urn- ie ekes ike > f/Ucan 

io submit and acquiesce in his subjugation. The falsity of ikese assumptions 

is nevealed in the histony of oun. courting, and by a glance at any neiMfxipen 

today, whene ikene appeaAs daiL testimony to ike sacrifice. of oun people in 

tkein detenmination to be fn.ee. These assumtians ane however, long, striding.

They have flourished in the bloody histony of colonial amqp.esJ. and settlment 

in South rifnixu oven mone than jIt#  years, and have /tools eep in colonial his tony,

xkxmdxxxmxmttx. Sn Soothe n Afn ca theme was no single, tnaditiotwd. mode 

of law enforcement amon: African societies, (jenenal.g, ukene thene was land 

enough fon all, ike tendency was fon law enhancement to be based on penalties 

in cattle, nathen than dinecied at ik< person o offen ers, The emphasis was on i 

the social nesponsibiLty of crime nathen than focussin solely an ike individual 
offender,

On times o stness and upheaval, such as ikose in ihe&anly pant of ike 

nineteenth centnuy, when inibal structures were nevoluiionised. and po enful 
ceninalised militanij states wene being, established, capital punishmmt was

c o u n t Jun. 1<f6 2 :



u s e d  e x te n s iv e ly , O th e rw ise  th e  d e a th  p e n a lty , w as n a re liy  u s e d , U a u a lly  

L a w as c o n fin e d  to  c a s e s  o f  s u s p e c te d  w itc h c r a ft, a n d  w as n o n m a lly  A jX tn ta n e o u sly  

c a r r ie d  o u t a fte A  a c c u sa tio n , b y  th e  d iv lx e r s , a n d  th e n . r e p o r te d  to  th e  c h ie f*  

Som e o f  th e  g n e a t c h ie fs  o f  th x x n in e te & it/i c e n tu n y  A O jJh em  A fn .lc a  m ush a a 

Min ts a , frloA hw eshve a n d  i h n tsih iw a  s ir o n g l op{ Q<sed. c a p ita l p u n ish m e n t in  a lL  

c in c u m s ia n c e s , n o t e x c lu d in g  w L tc h c n a p t,

On th e  c o lo n is a tio n  o f  S o u th  A fr ic a  c a p ita l  p u n ish m e n t w as a lw a y s  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  te n n o n ls in g  th e  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  a n d  im p o r te d  s la v e s ,

/h o u g /t th e  d e a th  p e n a lly  a p p lie d  to  B la c k  a n d  w h ile s  th e  m anner o f  Juts e x c e u lio n  

d iffe n e d  fo r  fnje.em .en a n d  s la v e s  -  a n d  th e  s la v e s  w ene B la c k ,  Fa eem en  

sm v te n c e s  io  d e a th  w ere  u s u a lly  h a n g ed , s h o i on  s tn a n g le d , u A e /iea s s la v e s  

wenje s u b je c te d  io  th e  m o/ve lin g e n in g  fo n m s o f  d e a th , su c h  a s  b e in g  s i/ie ic h e d  on  

th e  A ach o n  b n o ken  b y  in o n  c lu b s  w h ile  C A u c lfie d , /h e  n ec o n d s abound  w ith  

jtxxxw sxw b b fx . d e s c n lp tlo n s  o f  e x c ru c J ja lin g  e x e c u tio n s . O ne o f  th e . h a n s h e s i 

d e a th  s e n te n c e s  p o s s ib le , w a s: b e in g  i id d  io  th e  w h e e l, h a v in g  th e  f le s h  p in c h e d  

a n d  b e in g , b n o ken  a l iv e  b y  e ig h t b lo w s o f  th e  c lu b  w ith o u t m ency, o f  th e  s tr o k e , 

O ne s la v e  w as bound  n a k e d  io  a  c a o ss ,  h a d  te n  p ie c e s  o f  f le s h  n ip p e d  fro m  

h im  b y  n e d  h o t p in c e r s  cut le n g th  y  in te r v a ls } h is  l i g h t  hand  h a c k e d  a n d  

th n o w n  in to  h i s  fa c e ., h is  b o d y  cgxanles.ed. a n d  dnagjged i n  p o r tio n s  th ro u g h  th e  

to w n , a n d  h is  h e a d  s e a m e d  io  a  p o le , a s  p n e y  io  th e  b in d s ,

E x e c u tio n s  w ene c a r r ie d  o u t in  p u b lic , a n d  fa n  fro m  d im in is h in g  

i n  s e v e r i ly  a n d  s c a le  a s  w h ile  w e ltle m e n t p n o g n e sse d , w ene e ffe c te d  b y  rnone 

e x e c u tio n e n s  u s in g  b e l te r  exy jlp m en t a n d  a tte n d e d  b y  g r e a te r  cerem o n y,

O m pnovem ent o f  te c h n iq u e s  u n a cco m p a n ied  b y  a n y  s o fte n in g  o f  o b je c tiv e s  n e s u lie d  

i n  C A uel e x e c u tio n s  o c c u p y in g  a  la r g e r  n a th en . th a n  a  sa m ile n , p la c e  xxx^xxstx . 

i n  c o lo n ia l s o c le ly ,

R a cism  p e n v a d ed  n e la tio n s  b e tw e en  th e  w h ite s  a n d  a l l  b la c k s  -  s la v e  

and. f r e e , a n d  th e  la w s a n d  c o u n ts  f u l f i l l e d  a  C A u d a l n o le  i n  e x te n d in g  a n d  

m a in la in in g  w h ite  a n d  c o lo n ia l c o n in o l,  A  w anked  fe a tu /ie  o f  th e . n in e te e n th  

c e n tu n y  w as th a t  g r e a te r  d is p o s s e s s io n , o f  th e  A fr ic a n  p e o p ,e  .le d  io  h a r s h e r  

w h ite  a t t i tu d e s  lo w a n d s th em  a n d  m o/ie s e v e n e  u s e  o f  th e  c o u n ts  a s  in s tr u m e n ts  

fo n . t h e i r  c o n in o l. A s lo n g  a s  th e  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  o f  s o u th e r n  A fn ic a  h a  

p o s s e s s e d  th e ln  oun  a rm ie s  th e y , wene. a c c o rd e d  a  c e r la ln  m easure, o f  r e s p e c t, 

T n e a H e s w ene e n te n e d  in to  w ith  ih e m ^  a llia n c e s  c r e a te d , iwjI x^ uxmx. A fr ic a n s



r e s p o n s ib le  fo n  k i l l in g . w h ite . s o ld ie jis  o a niL iA LorujJu.es o u ts id e . th e  c o lo n ia l 

b o n d en s wene. hxm ded o v e n  io  th e ln . c h L e .fs  to n . j u s t i c e ,  a n d  i i  w as n o t u n u su a l fo n  

e a n ly  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  in a v e lL e n s  io  d e s c r ib e  su ch , c h ie fs  i n  a d m irin g , ie n m s.

A  cen Jjtu y, o f  wans pan L and  c a tt le , a n d  u x tie n  ch a n g ed  n e la lio n s h L p s , a n d  le d  io  

a d e le n lo n a tio n  o f. u h l te  a l t i tu d e s . U iffe A e n c e s  b e tw e en  w h ile  a n d  b la c k  

w ene d e lib e n a ie ly  xw txikiM sxm eixw txd e£xag> yenated a n d  u se d  io  le g i t im is e  v iA le n c e  

a n d  c o n fe c  tio n , a n d  to  'xBUKxixsuvc j u s t i f y ,  p e jw xm en t s u b je c tio n . F on th o s e  

A fr ic a n s  who c o n lin u e d  io  n e s i s i  A e tn ib u lio r i w as h a n sh ,

A cond ing . io  a  le a d in g  S o u th  A fr ic a n  la w y e r

>rfh e  fn o n tle r  w ans th e m s e lv e s  p ro d u c e d  w aves o f  a n tL -A fr ia z n

s e n tim e n t,  b u t th e y , w ene n o t i k e  s o le  c a u se s  o l. h o s t i l i ty *  Ih e. 
a n n e x a tio n  o f  t r i b a l  la n d , th e  c o n fis c a tio n  o f  t u b a l  c a tt le , a n d  th e  
d e s tn u c tio n  o f  tn ib a l  in d e p e n d e n c e  te n d e d  to  fe e d  n a lk e r  th a n  
a p p e a se  ih e  te n d e n c y , o n  th e  p a /d  o f  w h ite  c o lo n is ts  io  n eg a n d  A fr ic a n s  in  
a  g e n e n c d ls e d  way, a s  u n r e lia b le  b u t p lia b le . x x x iA u x x K ixx . e le n e r d s  n e e d in g , 
io  b e  tm a te d  w ith  a  fin m  h a n d . Now th e  g A e a i fe a r  w as o f  r e b e llio n  
n a lh en . th a n  in v a s io n ,  a n d  o f  a  c o n c e sd e d  U s in g , o l  ik e . tn ib e s  
ih a i  w o u ld  le a d  io  a  g ,e n e n a l s e r v a n ts 1 n e v o id . Un o n d eji io  fo n s ta l l  
ih e  c o n le m d x v te d  b a n b a n ilie s  o f  ik e . n e b e ls t  i k e  fo r c e s  o f  c lv lis a lix m . 
wene. deem ed e n t i t l i e d ,  b o th  in  la w  a n d  m o n a lity , to  c o tm ii a lm o s t 
any. a in o c L tu  th e m s e lv e s , th u s  th e  p u n ish m e n t o f  n e b e ls  w e n t fa n  
b eyo n d  a n d  m iliia jijy  on  le g a l  e x ig e n c ie s . "

th u s  th e . (a o e  A tio n n e y  ^ je n e n a l co n d o n ed  th e . sh o o tin g , in  c o ld  b lo o d  

o f  d e fe n c e le s s  m en a n d  women p n iso n e n s . A  ju d g e  a d v o c a te d  i k e  n e c e s s ity  

o f  im p re ss in g , "upon  i k e  savcuge m in d  by. s tr ik in g , i l lu s tn a i io n s  i k e  d u ty  o f  

s u b m is s io n  to  c i v i l i s e d  s u p e r io r s 1'.  S o  in  th e  I a s i  anm ed u p r is in g , o f  ih e  

Z u lu  p e o p le , i n  1^06,  a s  a g a in s t 2 k  w h ile s  k i l l e d , som e 3 -4 0 0 0  A fr ic a n s  w ene s h o t 

d e a d  in c lu d in g , m any unanm ed m en ly in g , o n  th e  g jto u n d  a n d  fu g i t iv e s  h id in g , i n  tn e .e s . 

A  fa n ih e n  JOO A fn L c a n s h a d  th e in  b a c h s" la sh e d  io  n ib b o n s "  w h ile  a  t o t a l  o f  

k f 7 0 0  s e n te n c e s  in c lu d in g , la s h in g s  w ene in flL c ied L .l& vjb va u cikx . A fr ic a n s  wene. a ls o  

p u b l c ly , s h o t a fte n . b n ie f  c o u n is  m a n M o l, a n d  s e v e r a l wene. ahng,ed fo n  m unden. 

fih h a tm a  (ja n d h l who w itn e s s e d  ik e . a ln o  c i t i e s  a s  a n  am bulancem an w n o te  !rJ h is  

w as n o  wan. b i t  a  m a n h u n t.. . "

On a n  e a n lie . p e r io d  e x le n m in a tio n  a s  a  d e lib e n a ie  en d  h a d  b e e n  p a n su e d  

a g a in s t som e o f  th e  LddJugenous p e o p le , a n d  g n o u p s s u c h  a s  ih e  S a n  hctve b een  

a lm o s t e n t i r e ly  e x ie su n in  te d . B u i i k e  w h ite  to e ttle n s  fo u n d  th e y  h a d  n e e d  fo n . 

A p iic a n  la b o u A . th e  e x te n s iv e  sh o o tin g , o f  nn e b e ls " w as no  lon jj.er: in te n d e d  

io  n e d u c e  th e  num bers b u t n a th en . to  a c t a s  p u n ish m e n t. O is  o b je c tiv e  w as 
d is c ip lin a n y  n a th e n  th a n  e x te r m in a to r y , a n d  n e la te d  to  th e  p n o v e ss  w heneby  
in d e p e n d e n t A fn ic a n  fa u m en s w ene Kxavexx. to  b e  c o n v e n ie d  in to  s u b s e r v ie n t A fn ic o n



6 .

la b o u r ie A A ,

7hid Acme. pnoceAA /i&q/j.-uien ihe fiaAdh treatment of alt offender,

/he contention ihai all haAdh lama and aitiiudeA proceeding, pum whiie io Black 

in South Afnica had thei/i o/û iriA in. Alave Aociei; ,dhe. Boen Republicd, 

and ihe. ApuhaneA Ld noi bonne out by. an. examination, of. Apilcan ex.pesu.ence. in 

ihe pentad of. uiitLdh nule of ihe (ape and A'atal, /he. lamd, ihe. countA and ihe. 

yjudicioAjy wene. an impoAiant agency fon. maintaining, ike. domination and 

pnoiectiny ike pnioneniy of the. whiie AetiieA. community, aA indeed they 

Aiitt ane. in South Afnica io ihid day,

U'hite ihe Aia.iui.eA ihai cneaied ihe. vaniouA capital cnisneA do noi

diffeneniiaie on ynoundd of calami, Aacial attiiudeA pe/ivade aJUL ihoAe yiven

ike neApondibility fan. apply iny i era, Ihe. valuea of ihe policeman, and 

hid deieAminatlon io uphold apaniheid Aydiem detenmine who iA cuui&Aied, and. 

who Ia chaAyed with whai, Ihe yadyeA ane. pcuvt of ike white apartheid 

AuppoAiiny eAiahlidhment and iheAe vatueA have affected ike AentenceA yiven, 

injcivdiny SnpoAiiion of ike, deaik penalty, A untvenAity lecluAeA who wnoie 

an anticle in ike Souih Apilcan Law (Jounnat,in which he neponted on ihe badid 

of a AUAvey ihai a AubAiantial numbeA of advocate* believed, ihai yjud̂ eA 

condcioudly diACJuminated on naciat ynaundA when impoAiny capital punishment, 

woa pnOAecuied on ihe initiative of ike. ?nanAvaai $udye i'AeAident, He woa 

found not guilty of contempt̂ . of count, bui ihid example had inhibited

South Apilcan iawyeAA and wniteAA pum admittiny ihe pattenn of didcrUminatoAy pur.
punishment neiteaJbed in any AeJtiouA examination of ihe. AiatLdticai evidence,

On ike. caAe of nape ocaoaa ihe coIoua line foA example, in ahao lute 

temnd moAe whiie men have been pnoAecuted than Black men, Between 1<)6t-1c)66 

fo u A  timeA ad many whiteA wene ao chaAyed, led. between 1cj11~1cf68, only two 

out of 13 2  men executed fon inape wene white, and both of t eAe wene. found yuiliy 

of Aapiny young, whiie yinJLd. The yneat mayonity of ike. otkenA wene Afnican 

oa colouned men convicted of Aapiny white women,

Examination of ike fiyjuneA p>A mundeA ocaoaa ihe coloun line pneAent 

a AimiloA plctune. of leniency .towandd whiteA and Aev&uiy towaAdd Biackd, On 

ihe. Si yeanA ended frune $66, l8<j whiteA wene. Aent foA Inial fo;t mandeniny 
Black wvaa people, wheneaA only IjO Black penAoriA wene. Aent foA inial foA 

mindeniruy whiteA, On pnopontion io ihe total popuiationA of ihe. different Aaciat
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yroupd, ihid represented white leaderdhlp in the. radio of dix If) one, Vet

i n  the. total period of t̂ l 1-1̂ 68, only. dome. 8$ out of approximately 2000
pmrdon* e x e c u te d  fon m ird eA  were w h ite , and of th e d e  8 5 only. 6 h a d  mundejied

people, uho were not al*o white, Similarhy though a condixienable number of while*

are prodejcuted each. yean. for houdebreaklny o a  robbery. with ayyravatiny clrcum*=

diance* (a. capital crime in South. Afnica), it would deem ihai none, of the

57 per*on* hanyed. foA tke*e offence* between 1®5 8 -6 8  wene white., uhlle only

one perdon out of deven hanyed fon doboiaye wa* white, 
in

t ig a in ,/th e  tr e a tm e n t o f  th o * e  ju d y e d  g u ilty , o f  a c id  a y a in s it th e  

'd e c iir i ty  o f  th e  d io d e 1,  th e  d l* p a r ld ie ,i a r e  d ta n k . On g e n e r a l w h ite  " n e b e ld "  

h a v e  b e e n  tr e a te d  w ith , g r e a t le n ie n c y , I k e  R e fo rm er*  fo u n d  g u i l t y  o f  tjie a d o n  

a f t e r  d l* tr lb u d in y  gun*  a n d  d e lv in g  fJo h a n n e* b u n y a t  ik e  tim e , o f  th e  rJam e*on  

l a id  i n  18% w ere, a l l  r e le a d e d  w ith in  m o n tkd  o f  th e ln  c o n ie itc lio n ; fo u A  w ere  

fo r m a lly  d e n le n c e d  to  d e a th f b u t th e  jfu d y e  knew  th a t  th e  E x e c u tiv e  h a d  a lr e a d y  

a g re e d  to  com m ute th e . d e n te n c e d . The 'r e b e l* '  in  th e  (a p e  a n d  fta d a l who jo in e d  

th e  in v a d ln y  B oer, commando4* a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  A n y lo -B o e r  lia r  w ere  a l l  e i th e r  

a m n e d tie d , d e n te n c e d  io  d h o A t Ijem id  o f  im p riso n m e n t o r  e ld e  r e le a d e d  d h o r tly  

a fte r , th e  w a r 'd  e n d . A f te r  th e  1^lk A fn lh m e r  'r e b e l l io n ',  d u rin g , w h ich  

h u n d red *  o f  itc a th x sd fc c c c a  fr e o r la  'd tro o p *  w ere, hilled, and general* le d  w hole, 

b a tta lio n *  oveA  to th e  germ andt  o n e o ffic je r  wad court m a r tia lie d  and dhot, 

b u t a l l  o th e r *  in v o lv e d  w ere, /v e le a d e d  w ith in  e ig h te e n  month*. After th e  1^ 2 2  

R and r e v o l t  o f  white a r iid a n d , in  w h ich  more th a n  10 0 tro o p d  a n d  p o lic e  a n d  

n o n -c o m b a ta n t c iv i lia n *  w ere  k i l l e d ,  4 d tr ik e r *  w ere  h a n d ed , but a l l  the o th e r *  

w ere. r e le a * e d  w ith in  tv jo  tpeard, A l l  pendon* c o n v ic te d  d u r in g  I o r ld  Wa r  2 

o f  c rim ed  a g a in * ! th e  State, in c lu d in g , perdon* fo u n d  g u i l t y  o f  treadon, m urdeA , 

d a b o ta y e ,  d p y in y  a n d  b ro a d c a d tin y  fo r  th e  enem y, w ere  r e le a s e d  w ith in  tkn .ee . y e a r*  

o f  the w ar* e n d ,

7kid treatment o f  white 'rebel*' dtand* in d h a rp  contrndt to the treatment 

o f  the Zulu people at the beyinniny of thi* century referred to above, and to 

that meted o u t to  (Mack* engaged in the 1 beration diAuy/jle today. On the fJjidt 

few year* of the 1^60d rnoAe 1 frican* were executed for offence* with a political 

background than were white* executed for treadon in all the major 11 rebellion*"

1 ref erred io above. An e*timited $ 0  perdon* were executed and hxindrecU o£̂ African*

°r^(u ^  \kvve been de/iienced to_ jeg/ng of imprisonment from. 10  year* to life. ^  On juty
' 5  African* alleyed to be member* of the African National (pny/tedd were, dentenced 

to  life imprldonmeni. On many, of the inlaid now  going on and in dome ol thode



projected men and women., and even cJuldren ane facing, ihe possibility 

op death sentences,

7ke (yuestion of capital [junlshinenl in Jouth Africa cannot be seen 

as separate from. and outride, ihe widen stnwgigle fon a free. and jusi society. 

The Fne.edom Quarter which embodied ihe aspir/iiions ol oust people and stands 

as ihe pAOgramae of ihe African National Qongness makes cl&'Ji ihai ihe atm 

of law enfjoncement should noi be io bnutallse and destroy, We support 

ihe pnognessive inend iowajids ihe elimination of physical punishments and 

emphasis on ne-educiUlan and >i&-integration into ihe community, (apital 

punlsimerd. is noi appnop/uale fon nuoiden, nape., o. fences against public on 

private, pnope/tly, Ol Id easy, io attempt io solve social domestic and. personal 

problems by executing individuals Aesponsible. fo/i misdeeds, U^i ikis 

solves nothing,, but cheapens nespecl fon human life and fjenstynalily, ^e 

canrioi supfx>nt ihe. use of execution as a means of ienniniting, political 

debate on in place of discussion.. The eventual complete abolition, of 

capital punishment, and even imprisonment is a c oal io truck we. must aspire.

However, in ihe. Souih Afnlcan pnesent, oun people, ane. engaged in 

a stnujggle fon liberation, and in its midst we cannot iake an absolute 

siand on ikis question, t on us, capital punishment cannoi be separated fnom 

ihe widen question of state power and personal nesponsib^l ty xxxxtxtxxxxx. 

in its exercise. Ai ihe moment in oun country capital punishment is used

io bolster, white supnemacu, and to p}~Lysically eliminate freedom fighters, 

tit* demand ihai Pretoria be compelled io adhere io ihe geneva pnoiocais, in 

terms of u/iick captured guerillas must be Aneaied as pnisonejis of war, > o 

kill them is murder.

On ihe future, we will have io iake into account ihe grave crimes that 

have been comailied against ihe people, 1 heft, of oun land, our countn//., oun 

nationhood; wholesale nemoval of communities and destruction of families; 

massacres of in oceni people of which Shanpvilte. and Soweto one the most 

n x s s fit publixl'ied; dozens murdered in pnlsons, hundreds io/vtured, Ue ane 

concerned noi with vengeance fon its oun sake but fo/t ike neconstruc ion of. 

South Africa and establishment of new no/vns of social pmctice, 7he total 

Aepudlation and denunciation of ke naclst inspired massacres, iontures 

and oihen atrocities requires drastic public condemnation and. punishment of 
ikose with pnime nesponsiblity.
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( a p ix a l p u n id im e n i s h o u ld  b e  a  ao jie  a n d  so le m n  pukL ahm en i,  AeAeM ved o n ly . 

fo A  i k e  m oA i A en io iM  o f  fe n c e *  u k p jie  ik e  w h o le  com m uniia  ha*  b e e n  jeo p a /id L a ed  

i n  a  JteaJ. a n d  A u b ^ ia n iia l w ay. tie  b e lie v e  ih a i  m any o p  x k tx jo tlx x ix . ik o te . who A 
ex.eA .dLde pouen . in  (iJ/ie io /u a  h a v e  b A o u o h i ih e n ia e lv e d  w iik in  ih a i  ca ieyO A y.

p m  fib ^ i  o f  i k e  w onJd A u p p o n ied  ih e  e x e x u iiia n  o f  N a p . wan. c su m in a ld f  a n d  in  

a  d im ila a . m aw ien. ih e  A p ilc a n . Nai lo n a l  (ongsieA A  um u ld  e x p e c i a n d  L i c o n fix le n i 

o f  n & ce iv in g , AuppO Al fo A  ih e  p u riL ih m en i o f  ik o ^ e  n a c L d td  y ju u liy  o f  ih e  yAzane. 

CMAirteA o f  a p a a ih e ic L

Srcotkxx 7h.eJiea.fieA., we will coniirute io wonk fx>A ike cAeailon of a yudi 

non AO-clal d.eimcnaJ:Aji Souih Apuxxt, in ukick law enf-OACemml will be yuidd 
by. ike fvunciple. of AA-inier/Aoling, CAiminald Into ike cor/mmiiii AaiheJi ikan 

eliminating, ihem pum ii.


