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Nation/world 
      

S. African étfik‘e i::ut short 
‘By Tom Masland 
Chicago Tribune 
JOHANNESBURG, South Afti- 

ca—A union up to 
80,000 black factory workers or- 
dered members to abandon a 

" strike just hours after it began 
Tuesday because the government 
imposed a wage agreement, mak- 

a strike illegal. 
mql'he National Union of 
M%fllwm‘kefl of South Africa 

), an affiliation of black - 
industrial unions launched in May, 
said it had called off the strike 
after Minister Pietie du 

   {‘fim 
% unfil the last minute to 
~announce it was imposing '.he 
‘contract extension. 

Pl a labo agree- s said :hvnelt dqwn ;m L essis. T umon 
mcnttlmhadlap-ed.) es and involved more than 

South African law prumbm ,000 workers, with a 
strikes over issues O in cur- of a strike by black min- 

rent labor agreements. the opening here Tuesday 
An industry 3 

‘wage scales would be imposed 
day, the South African Press Asso- 
ciation reported. 
NUMSA, the only one of 15 

metalworkers unions not to have 
accepted the final wage offer of an 
industry association on June 9, 
promnsed to challenge the govern- 

roup sald new 
Frid 

mgllt of a convention of the na- 
tion’s. t and most militant 
black labor federation. 

Leaders of the National Union 
of Mineworkers said its 200,000 
members had voted overw] 
ly to strike over They wd 
l strike date had set, but 
would not disclose it. 

rvemncntw 

Officials in the industry, 
whu:ll 'inm'::“nm Ralf of 

glv-tely that the strike “W’wfl 

coumuon the 750006- ! 
bysmh African herCo\lncfl 

rade Unions (COSATU), of 
wflxch the mine workers a:? 

i o, center on debate 3 on 
such divisive issues as disin- 

litical in- 
unions. 

Syl s h 
including the menlwm-bn 

‘.'KSS Fi 

Nationdlt Congm sv'oe‘;;- e ation: 

leaders are pushing for :do“;;.t:g: 
of an explicitly socialist program. 

The new metalworkers union, in 
its statement of principles in 
clll:; ‘t;;): membejs to nn‘hy 
“un gui of the 
mtcmmoml o m. 

& union, 
reedom 

  

     



  

THE one-day old na- 
tion-wide strike by up 
to 60000 metal indus- 
try workers was sus- 
pended yesterday. 

‘The National Union of 
Metalworkers last night 
appealed to members to 

turn to work pending an 
investigation by its law- 
yers into alleged irregu- 
larities in a Government 
Gazette which made the 
strike illegal. 

‘The Minister of Man- 
power, Mr Pietie du Ples- 
sis, yesterday renewed an 
expired Industrial Coun- 
cil agreement, reached 
between metal industry 

  

By PETER DELMAR 
  

management and 14 out 
of the 15 relevant trade 
unions early last month. 
Numsa lawyers were 

yesterday investigating al- 
leged - irregularities in 
“the last-minute renewal 
of the old agreement”, a 
Numsa statement said. 

The . statement said 
Numsa lawyers were con- 
sidering challenging yes- 
terday’s Gazette on a 
number of  grounds. 
‘These include: 

@ Whether the offic- 
ials of the Industrial 
Council were authorised 

to request the Minister to 
extend the old agree- 

ment; 
® Whether the Minis- 

ter satisfied himself as to 
the “representivity” of 
the parties as he is requir- 
ed to do. (The figures 
supplied by the Council 
were inaccurate and mis- 
leading, Numsa claimed.) 

® The alleged defec- 
tiveness of the agree- 
ment’s renewal; 

@ Numsa claimed the 
last minute gazetting of 
the a ent was an 
abuse of the discretion 

  

conferred on the Minister 
by the Labour Relations 
Act. 
Numsa ~accused  the 

Minister, the Industrial 
Council and employers of 
having ‘“acted secretly 
and attempting to create 
an illegal strike situa- 
tion”, 

They also claimed the 
union and its legal advis- 
ers were obstructed when 
they attempted to obtain 
clarity on the Gazette.. 

The union called upon 
the Minister to resign 
“due to his failure to 
exercise his power and 

TO PAGE 2 
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Govt denied visas 

to delegates, ¢ 
THEWM 
refused a number of 
European and north 
Ammcanmdeunm 

to enter 

5] \1\a&) 

Cosatu 
Norway, Sweden and the 
United States. 

  

nied to delegates from 
, Denmark, Fin- had been re- 

land, the Netherlands, entry to the coun- 

-— ] 

u'yMrKnreSandegnn 
a top Norwegian union 
official; Mr Stig Malan, 
pre-dentatlhrgeSwed 
ish labour federation; Mr 
Kjeld Ajkaer, a Danish 
unionist; Mr 
dersdnfioftheNethfl 

‘Wouter van 

lalms 
Philippines and Carib- 
bean countries  have 
pledged solidarity but are 
unable to attend,” said 
Mr Meintjies. 

is ex- 
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By BRIAN STUART 
A ROW Hhas érupted 
between the Govern- 
ment and the Labour 
Party majority in the 
House ‘of Representa- 
tives over evictions il 
terms of the ‘Group 
Areas Act. 

A call for “an immedi- 
ate stop” to Group Areas 
Act evictions was made 
yesterday by the Rev Al- 
lan Hendrickse, cabinet 
minister and leader of the 
Labour Party. 

His statement was 
made in the wake of no- 
tices served on people of 
colour following the re- 
cent Govemnment warning 

ot properties could be 
sold if the owners did not 
comply with the Group 
Areas Act. 

‘Those affected, include 
tenants of flats in Cape 
Town, Durban and parts 
of Johannesburg. 

St et by s | 

  

  

Group . 
z/» 

ew row e‘rupts 
Mr Hendrickse said ac- 

tions now being taken, 
could pre-empt the Presi- 
dent’s Council report on 
the Group Areas Act. 

“In the interests of re- 
storing healthy relation- 
ships, I would again make 
a call for such actions to 
be stopped,” Mr Hen- 
drickse said. 

“I would emphasise 
that through the years the 
Group Areas Act has 
caused a great deal of 
harm, to Coloured people 
in particular, and has cre- 
ated an atmospheré of ™ 
hatred. 

drickse endorsed a mo- 
tion that “this House is of 
the opinion that the 
Group Areas Act and re- 
lated legislation should be 
repealed”. The motion 
was adopted. 

During that debate, Mr 
Badenhorst said action 
would be taken against 
the owners of buildings if 
they let their premises to 
tenants of colour in con- 
travention of the Act. 

“If owners do not fol- 
low the indicated chan- 

.nels,. I shall act against. 
them;” said Mr Baden-! 

noist. 
Referring spenf‘cally 

to people of colour living 
in Hillbrow, he said: “It 
cannot continue like that, 

+ because the Act does not 
make provision for it.” 

He had instructed the 
Group Areas Board to 
determine the extent of 
mixing in Hillbrow so that 
a Government decision 
could bé taken. 

It was reported yester- 
day that eviction notices 
were being served on 
\about 50 Coloured ten- 
ants of a select block of 

  

“In the light of this T 
would again make an ap- 
peal for an immediate 
stop to any evictions. 

“Actions = which , are 
taken now could antici- 
pate and have a detri- 
mental effect on the 
President’s . Council te- 

Mr Hendrickse’s state- 
ment is in direct conflict 
with Government policy as 
stated by Mr Piet Baden- 
horst, Deputy Minister of 
Development Planning. 
He has sent a copy of his 
statement to Mr Baden- 
horst. 

Mr Hendrickse and Mr 
Badenhorst first clashed 
on the issue in the House 
of Representatives last 
month, when Mr Hen- 

  

   

    

bachelor fats in the heart 
of Cape Town.  The 
Coloured tenants have. 
been asked to vacate the 
building by the end of thls 
month. 
Among  them - are 

Coloured  professional 
people and businessmen 
who work in central Cape 
Town. 

A spokesman for the 
building agent said own- 
ers had decided at their 
last annual meeting’ that 
all tenants occupying the 
premises in contravention 
of the Group Areas Act 

Areas ev1ct10ns. 
/W  should be jiven fiotice. 

Mr  Hendrickse said 
-~ there were no bachelor 

flats in Coloured residen- 
tial areas Tand evictions 

should cease, pending the 
President’s Council  re- 
port. i 

The report of the Con- 
stitutional Affairs Com- 
mitte¢ of the President’s 
Council wa3 due for re- 
lease last year, but was 
delayed after a request by 
the steering committee of 
the Council that some as- 
pects of the issue should 
be investigated further. 

There is no indication 
at present, as to when the 
teport will row be tabled 
and discussed in the Pre- 
sident’s Council. 
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‘Government, Blacks 
hold first Natlonal 

Council talks | 
By FRED de LANGE 

THE first meeting be- 
tween the government 
and Black leaders on 
participation in the 
National Council took 
place in Pretoria yes- 
terday. 

The Minister of Consti- 
tutional Affairs and De- 
velopment, Mr Chris 
Heunis, and senior mem- 
bers of the United Mu- 
nicipalities of South Afri- 
ca (UMSA), met yester- 
day in what was delcribed 
as a ‘fi'ml(ul 

  

UMSA president, Mr 
Tom Boya, said after the 
talks that the government 
and UMSA had agreed 
on the concept of negotia- 
tion in a forum where 
people could sit down and 
“talk about talks”. 

Mr Boya said UMSA 
had certain preconditions 
before formal talks on a 
negotiated settlement be- 
tween Blacks and Whites 
could- start. “These wm 

pnsmuet's 
ning of all political orga- 
nisations, and a declara- 

  

  

  

tion from the government 
for the scrapping of all 
disciminatory laws. 

He said UMSA felt 
there was a need for fu- 
ture meetings with - the 
government and  was 
aware of the problems 
facing the government. 

Mr Heunis had been 
asked to arrange firu gen- 

elections among 
thh before * formal | 
talks started to ensure the 
elected leaders of ‘the 
people took part. This, he 
said, would solve the 
problem of negotiators 
being branded “collabo- 
rators” and “sell-outs”. 
“We  also  asked 

whether -the government 
would allow leaders such 
as Nelson Mandela and 
other political detainees 
to take part in such elec- 
tions. Mr Heunis told us 
such a step would be diffi- 
cult and we can under- 
stand it,” Mr Boya said. 

Mr Heunis said what 
was important was_the 
fact the parties involved 
were prepared to nego- 
tiate. 
“We have pleaded in 

the past, and do so again 
today, that people should 
not paint themselves into 
a corner by saying they 

peoylc nught have. “Ne- 
gm:anon is a process of 
give and take,” he said. 
The government had 
several options before it. 
“We have chosen nego- 
tiation as a method for 
change and we have 
opted against violence.” 

Those not prepared to 
    

negotiate peacefully were 
excluding themselves 
from the process, he said.. 

Mr Heunis said the 
government had already 
‘made a declaration of in- 
tent against. discrimina- 
tion. “We have said we 
are against discrimination 
on a racial basis and we 
say it again.”. 

  

  

 



 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 



  

Dakar delegate 
¢ 

A e 

ANC 
By TONY STIRLING 
JOHANNESBURG 
businessman, Mr Al- 
bert Koopmar, a 
member of the group 

" which accompanied Dy« 
Frederik van Zyl Slab- 
bert to talks in Dakar, 
and one of the first to 
return to South Africa, 
said last night he had 
been deeply impressed 
by the willingness of 
the ANC to negotiate 
with the South African 
Goverment. 

He said, however, that 
the ANC was not willing 
to abandon violence as a 
prelude to any such talks. 

It was not even willing 
to consider a ceasefire as 
a precondition to talks be- 
cause the organisation 
saw the armed struggle as 
its major bargaining point 
in getting the South Afri- 
can Government to nego- 
tiate. 

Mr Koopman, who re- 
tuned to his home in 
Oaklands yesterday after 
leaving the talks early on 
Sunday, was formerly 

i director - of 

ANC's position that it 
was only willing to nego- 
tiate a transition to taking 
power in South Africa. 

He said, however, that 
it was his impression that - 
the ANC would be willing 
to enter talks with the 
South African Govern- 
ment if there was a state- 
ment of intent by it, even 
if it would be willing to 
state that there would be 
a_transition to majority 
rule in 50 years. 2 
“The ANC’s willin,     

  

‘imp 
&t 

safii 
ness to negotiate with the 
Government was unbelie- 
vable,” he said. 

The ANC saw its use of 
violenceé as its: only bar- 
gaining tool in initiating 
talks and was unwilling to 
abandor violerice. - 

But he had gained the 
impression that if negotia- 
tions did get underway 
and the Government 
showed sincerity in elimi- 
nating apartheid, that the 
organisation would be 
willing to enter a morato- 
tium on the use of viol- 
ence. 
“There was more com- 

mon ground than there 
Wwas not common ground 
on the issues,” lie said, 
“but there was no way in 
which the White group at 
the talks could say they 
endorsed violence.” 

Violence had, howev- 
er, been discussed in 
depth and “they got a bet- 
ter idea cbfe our fears, and 
we got a better insight on thett APy 
olencé and their posit- 
ion”, he said. 

In relation to the econ- 
omic question, the 
of the ANC argument was 
that the Government's in- 
transigence was causing 
immense pressure on the 
economy and that small 
reforms would not relieve 
this pressure. 
The ANC had viewed 

developments such as the 
Regional Service Coun- 
cils and the Natal/Kwa- 

b 

ressed by 
Ishje 

tude’ 
The organisation had 

*‘also shown a willingness 
to accommodate Whites 
in a “democratic” post- 
apartheid society, but not 
any mechanisms . which 
perpetuated racism  or 

ivilege. 
pnMx i( said he 
hoped the State Presi- 
dent; Mr P W Botha or 
members of lis Govern- 
ment would- talk to Dr 
Slabbert and the group’s 
leader about their experi- 
ences in Dakar and that 
this could lead to some 
benefit for the country. 
Wooltry managing di- 

rector Mr Tony Williams 
said, on his return to 
Cape Town from the talks 
Yesterday, that he had at- 
tended the talks as an 
“‘observer”. 

i+ He said that, as direc- 
tor responsible for long- 
term strategic planning in 
his company, he consider- 
ed it necessary from time 
to time to observe at talks 
involving different   groups. ; 

It was not his compari- 
  

y's police to make public 
statements on such mat- 
ters. 

He said that, given his 
observer status, he had 
not considered it appro- 
priate to sign the joint 
declaration signed by the 
group and the ANC del- 
egation. 

Standard Bank’s econ-   ‘Zulu Indaba as “divisio- fary™. h / 
. The ANC had shown 
féxibility on the degree 
of socialism there would 
be in . a post-apartheid r Soith Atrca, bat vston | bank said, however, that 
ary” steps towards change " - 
were required. 

omic adviser, Mr Andre 
Hamersmal, also re- 
turned from the talks yes- 
terday but was nof avail- 
able for comment. 

A spokesman for the 

Mr Hamersmal, who also 
did not sign the joint dec- 
laration, went as an ob- 
server. 
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- outside his house in 
Alexandra  township 
over the weekend, was 
a trained ANC terror- 
ist who left South Afri- 
cain 1982 and returned 
in April this year. 
'II:gmn hasy:eaern iden- 

tified as 30-year-old Floyd 
Cambell, alias Bruce Mpo - 
Tula. After leaving South 
Africa in 1982 he began 
his training in May 1983 
at Caxito and Quieaxi in 
Angola. 

After this, Cambell 
joined a special opera- 
tions unit of the ANC in 
Mozambique. 

In 1984 he infiltrated 
Swaziland through Mapu- 
to. It was while in Swazi- 
land in April 1984 that he 
and seven other trained 
ANC terrorists were in- 
volved in a one-hour 
shootout with the coun- 
try s pohee force in Mba- 

Followmg the shoot- 
out, Swaziland police ar- 
rested the eight terrorists 
and confiscated eight 
Russian-made hand gre- 
nades, four AK47 rifles, 
293 rounds of ammuni- 
tion, four pistols and two 
‘magazines. 

The eight terrorists 
were later tried and de- 
ported to Zambia. 

In April this year Cam- 
bell returned to South 
Africa through Botswana. 
Lieutenant Pierre 

Louw, liaison officer for 
the police on the Wit- 
watersrand  said Cam- 
bell’s death followed an 
incident on Friday night 

  

OnSamldaymmnmga 
group of about 20 youths 
went to Cambell’s house 

/ which is situated near the 
disco. After dragging him 
outside the youths took 
his Russian-made Maka- 
rov pistol which had been 
used on Petersen the 
night before, and shot 
Cambell three times in 
the head. 

  

Lt Louw said he could 
not say if anyone had 
been arrested in connec- 
tion with the incident as 
this would interfere with 
the investigation. He also 

"Man killéd. in Alex Was 

sfldltwastooeudy!ony 
if Cambell had 

© to do with last week’s 
bomb blast in Johannes- 

[ 
“In our past contact 

with members of the pub- 
lic in Black areas, people 
Imvebwomeqmtefednp 
with certain radical indi- 

bers of the public. How- 
evcr, we cannot condone 

ite action. 
“We feel we should 

stress that our doors are 
always  open - should 
people experience any at- 
tack from any radical ele- 
ments they should report 
the incident to the nearest 
police station.” 
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Blood-cmnnd 'stones, a Russian Makarov 
pistol, six spent money 
some of the objects police found with the 
body of ANC terrorist, Floyd Cambell. 

and    
  

  

  
 



  
  

N i iode 
‘Many differences apparent’ 

Boya: Govt 

recognises 
Umsa’s 
/ ’ o~ 

THe .> TAFL 

existence,’ 

Constitutional 

proof that the Government ised Umsa’s existence. 
Umsa broke away from the rban Councils Association of South 

MrBaya,whoizalsotheMflynrofDaveymn,wlerHflnil 

Umm?yiumflhmmdpdmmmn   
  

today’s meeting included land and housing for 
blacks. Umsa asked Mr Heunis to conduct a 
nationwide investigation into these aspects for 
discussion at a later stage. 
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+ natice ren 

Numsa fears firings after ban 

  

  

M%L%l 
\m‘, 

called off 
ne d 

  

lq §)- 

after's 
THE National Union of Metalwork- 

strike 

- 
a     

ALAN FINE ]   

ors of SA (Numsa) gesterday decided | to call off the one-day strike by up to 000 members at nearly 500 plants. . Itsaid it feared dismissals and govern- | ment action against strikers on the grounds that they considered the strike unlaw/ful. 
i Numsa and the Stee] and Engineering Industries Federation of SA (Seifsa) have + accused each other of committing unfair labour practices during the wage dispute that 1e.5’ to yesterday’s strike. 

The union has also made bitter allega- tions about collusion between employers, the Manpower Minister and the industri- al council aimed at making “a perfectly lawful strike illegal”, £ 
* And it has accused the council of with- vital documents, an action it says torpedoed plans for a Supreme Court challenge to the legality of yesterday’s 

eying Pgt year’s agreement. , The’ renewal e fecuve!y ‘made the- planned strike illegal. i 
Seifsa director Sam van Coller said he 

it 

Wwas “naturally pleased” 
to call off the strike. 

Both he and 
eral Piet van der Merwe have denied an: impropriety in 
notice. 

The industrial council chairman Ben Nicholson said the council acted proper- ly and the decision regardin, al notice was i 
alone, 

The union said last night it was still considering challenging the lawfulness of yesterday’s Government Gazette. But appeared the 
and purposes, 

Numsa condemned the Minister’s ac- tion in promulgatin 
It said he was obl; iged to consult with both employer parties and trade unions \ l‘l‘?i&imm lmr : 
h 

at the decision [- 

Manpower director-gen- 

the gazetting of the 

the renew- 
made by the Minister   strike was, to all intents over. 

the renewal notice, 

tri; i, _ i . ‘said  his” cn“l\{diruél “:'mharsg\!iulkd ‘i 
®ToPwez N ! 

  

  

ion and a situation of possible es- calal conflict and unrest”. alof 
Van der Merwe has said the renew: 

agreements was a normal mtfer 
A Seifsa spokesman said late tha; 

day it had heard from 140 com) Seifsa 
28000 workers had gone on strike. Seifsa did not have complete data, but said t rrect figure was probably not as hi 
as the 60000 on strike claimed by the 
‘union. £ 

Bernie Fanaroff, 
Wt ppy at the turn events had 

tal raaidhe&mshtthemdnystop- 
2, e _ 

i &t:x"myrflm Numsa would grow 
aresult of the impression it had mnee 

gmn—mgmbaslnthemustr,.fleu G 

the union had signed up 1 000 new nem- 

bers yesterday at onegscor plant alo_n:: 

S 08 faith and sad it beleved this il faith and 
‘3&% an unfair labour pnctk‘:le; " 

1t accused the union of failing to at up 
ts demands during four years of negotia- 

and of making purely political de- 

    

i i 

Metal strike is Galled! off 
gl 
mands which employers could clearly 

t resolve. 
mlt said although Numsa hm:dl?{sued to 

sign agreements, it had allows mother 

bers to benefit from them through 
unions accepting them. st 

Seifsa said it was not in a posit e 

continue negotiations with Numsa 

e een i e poper maer with 14 t in the proj : 

;.her unions. This F\:%"gement was due to 
ished on Frida: . . 

bel?::lt]l’elt; Numsa had representation ml: 

only 500 of 3200 plants covered by 

e responded;in & telex to Selfsa, 
that it regarded Seifsa’s refusal to con- tinue negotiations as an unfair practice. - the id it was the largest party to It sgl:‘ld and “noted for the future’ fl:es 
Seayour, 19, categorise. 0o political when they constituted demands that could be met by employers t. would incur the wrath of governmen   

  

  
 



Heunis meets black leaders on NSC 
  

ovi ay cleab%~ 
shifz 

way Ior talks 
NONE of the grecondlfions de- 
manded by black leaders for their 
participation in the National Stat- 
utory Council (NSC) were insur- 

mountable, Constitutional Devel- 
opment and Planning Minister 

Heunis said yesterday. 

The preconditions include demands 

for the release of political prisoners, 

the unbanning of political organisa- 

tions and the scrapping of discrimina- 

tory laws. 

However, Heunis said government 
had chosen a “certain method for 

clunge"' in which it had opted for a 

negotiated settlement by peaceful 

means. 
“Therefore le who are not pre- 

g:;d to “Q:Jeamfl on this 

have excl ves,” he 
said. 

United Municipalities of SA (Umsa) 

dent Tom Boya said after meet- 
Heunis in toria wrdl( 

litical prisoners ukm’efm 

dya and a group of 17 senior Umsa 
mgzien chlfdlng general 
Solly Rammala agreed at the 
ing to hold further talks with Heunis 
“in the near future”. 

Describing Heunis in an interview 
as having an_‘“undersf ear”, 
Boya said: “The minister very 
‘much aware of what we have told him 
and we are also very much aware of 
the problems that he has.” 
Biva said both the Umsa groupand | 

Heunis agreed on the of “a 
nej af 

ufiubut:nlfma stood by its precondi- 
tions for participation. 

Heunis said the NSC bill was 
lished not as a prescriptive 
for instutional forum but a consulta- 

The talks 
Heunis meets Transvaal MEC John 
Mavuso. 
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: COMMENT 
; [ ey 

Seductive 
S the state of emergency 
spreads its seductive illu- 
sion of peace the risk grows 
that people will come to ac- 

cept their condition as normal. As 
Anglo American Corporation 
chairman Gavin Relly 
this week, states of emer; 
and media controls create an arti- 
ficial environment fostering illu- 
sion and complacency. 

Does it mtter’ So long as few- 
er people are being “necklaced”, 
lolonguthehonorsofclvildis- 
order are absent from local and 
foreign television screens, does it 
matter that people live in dark- 
ness? 

The answer is so trite, yet so 
easily brushed aside by compla- 

, that it is difficult to know 
bring home to South Afri- 

cans the dangers which the state 
of emergency creates. 

Perhaps it will help to say that 
in no sphere of life other than 
national politics would anybody 
suggest that ignorance is a better 
basis for solving problems than 
knowledge. But ‘that is not the 
worst of it. 
The real problem of a closed 

society — one in which the affairs 
of government are hidden from 
the people — is that secrecy itself 
is corrosive of sound government. 
Secrecy is a necessary pre-condi- 
tion for the corruption of power. 
Already South Africans have lost 
many of the habits of free men 
and women, accepting as they do 
the progressive removal of gov- 
ernment from public scrutiny. 
The process began with the aboli- 
tion of the Senate, a review cham- 
ber that was supposed to check 

  

the excesses of the Assembly but 
which, in lending itself to a cheap 
_ploy to disfranchise the coloured 

~ people, so lost respect that it 
found no defenders when its own 
abolition became expedient. 

Since then, the provincial coun- 
cils have similarly been de- 
stroyed, and provincial govern- 
ment has been placed in the hands 
of functionaries, operating outside 
the sphere of public control, and 
generally without close public 
scrutiny. Cape divisional councils 
have been scrapped, and munici- 
pal councils have been displaced 
by management committees, sub- 
stituting arrogance for dithering, 
and the principle of public ac- 
countability in local affairs has 
atrophied. As a result, the func- 
tions of public administration are 
being assumed — so far as outsid- 
ers and taxpayers can tell — by 
joint management committees 
which appear often to be run by 
military officers. 

That plain corruption thrives 
under conditions of secrecy is sad, 
true, but not really important; 
what is more important is the cor- 
ruption which power exerts on the 
minds of those who need account 
only to their bureacratic bosses. 
The result is a self-perpetuating 
clique of mandarins, blinded to 
their own deficiencies and 
equipped with the power to hide 
their mistakes. 

It is towards mandarism, an ul- 
timately catastrophic condiflm, 
that the state of emergency is tak- 
ing us. When Relly pleads for a 
return to openness, he is warning 
that the benefits of emergency 
government come at a high price. 

  

  
 


