AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS SS. A. 2

SCLOMON MAHLANGU FREEDOM COLLEGE

Re: Regort on Aduit Education for 1982(83
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I ntroduction; The inportance of Adult Education for our Mazi nbu
comunity in particular and future intenSive progi anme when politica
power woul d be Vested' in the hands of the A N.C. is unquestionable.
The need to inplenent this programre here in Mazi nbu has been beset
by problenms for the past four(4) years. The A NiC Wrkers Sem nar
hi ghl i ghted the urgency to have the programre started for the secondary
| evel and specific i mediate tasks were outlined. | shall try to
give a brif account of the problens encountered.

2. Planni ng’ and Administration of thevi Adult Educatiori Programe.
At the beginning of 1982/83 school year,.conrade Tunga was

seconded by the Mnistry of National Education, Tanzania to the ANC
toinitiate the Adult Education Programme and he arrived in Mzinbu
in July 1982. His first task was to conduct a survey on prospective
adult learners. And a report Was subnitted (ref. SMFC 25, 4(7)82).
3. The Formation- of the Adult Education Committee and it’'s responsibilities
To ens-ure that the programme got underway, it was strongly felt
that the Adult Education Conmittee should be representative of al
related sectors and it’'s conposition was as follows:- f -

a Chairnman Princi pal

,1- Secretary, Adult Education Co-ordinator

A’ Political Comm ssar

Director, ex-officio nmenber

Works’ Committee RepreSentative

Heal th Representative

Agricultural Sector Representative

Conmunity Representative ’

Headt eachei Primary

Yout h Representative

Worrens’ Section

The final report on planning of functional literacy programes and

| earning activities (SMFC 1/25) is avail abl e.

The Enrol nent of Learners.

Conr ades Tunga andeabooe started the baSic literacy and

i nternedi ate classes in October 1982. The enrol nent was as foll ows: -
- Basic literacy |eve

- Internediate | eve

The enrol nent of 1983 was: -

- Basic literacy |eve

- Internediate | eve

2%

.51

At t endence

The daily attendence for 1982 was 66% and for 1983 was 76% This
was encouragi ng. However, the pressing transport problemfor Kionda
| earners was and is still not sol ved.
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6. The Teaghihg Staif for Basic and Internediate C asses.

There were three teachersz- . 1r ..1:

- Conrade Tunga 4

- Conrade Tweed Hat he

_ Conrade Mabooe

There were six classes and seven mmin | earning groups. Thus

there is a npost pressing priority for three nore qualified Adult
Educators for Basic and Internedi ate | evels,

7. The Curriguluma The | el abus and the Programe.

The curriculum and the syllabus for the Basic and Internediate

| evel s were devel oped. However the programres shoul d be revi ewed
fromthe innt of view Of functional literacy;

8. The L.N. C. Adult Education Teaching Materials

There is no any rel evant book or followup materials witten

for the Adults of our comunity, and in Iine with the LNG Educati on
policy. Thus an approach was nade to the Mnistry of Nationa
Educati on, Dar-es-salaam to prepare the texts. These are nearing
the final preparatory stage and before publication the LNG wi Il have
to approve of the content presentation and it’'s validity.

Conr ades Mabooe and Twees were participant-s in the Wrkshop
Lugust, 1985.

9. The Eval uation of Basic and Intermediate C asses.

There are three internmedi ate groups taught in English as the
medi um of instruction and are now progressing well.

The begi nners are taught initially in Sesotho, Zulu and

Ki Swahi li. The continuous assessment is being carried out.
The end of the year exam nations was conducted and the records
are kept.

10. Reconmendati ons.

(1) I'n identifying devel opnent opportunities in order to draw rel evant
| earni ng needs for our comunity in all spheres _ political, economc
soci o-cultural etc. -the first priority for 1984/85 L&ult Education 1
pl an should involve the follow ng sectors in planning:-

- Agriculture section

- Political section

- Wnens’ Section

- Youth section

- Education - nursery, primary and secondary sectors

- Wirkers section

(11) The inmedi ate objective for 1984/85 is to prepare and produce
functional literacy teaching and reading nma terials i. e. priners
teachers guides, visual aids and followup of materials in line with
the principles of the AJC Education Policy.

(iii) Tp prepare and el aborate curricula and programres in functional’7
literacy in order to bring changes and innovations in social and
conmunity living patterns. 1

(iv) To organise in.service training of A&ult Education teachers by
nmeans of "Cperational Sem nars".



a1.0,0./3

11.

NFOm, T2iiw

(v) To notivate, conscientize and sustain the enrol nent and
parti 6i pation in daily attendance of |earners by a tw0-way

comuni cation of channel - betWen the teachers and the Adult |earners
and the Adult Education Commttees.

. Secondarz Adult Education Programe.

Regardi ng the secOndary | evel, a neeting was held on the

(27.9.82) between the Adult Educati on nenbers and Youth Representatives
from SOVAFCO staff and the subjects to be taught were identified;
namely Maths, English, Histpry, Physical Science and Biol ogy and

subj ect teachers were allocated. The tinme-table was drawn-up and
teachi ng days were Mndays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. There
were to be four(4) forms (1, 2,3nand 4). Each day was for two

| essons of one(1l) hour each. Because of the class-room shortage and

t he SOVAFCO evening studies, the teaching tinmes were: -

(a; first lesson 4.30 - 5.30 p.m

(b second lesson 5.30 - 6.30 p. m

The SOVAFCO acadeni c year and syll abus were to berf0110ved

a

a

0

0

Probl ens encount er ed

(a) The basib and internediate levels had a fewinitial problens such
as irregul ar attendence and these.were rectified | ater.

(b) The secondarx Ergggrame. Only started at the beginning of the
second term January 1983; .J

To nobilise the | earners, neetings were held in Tabora and Ilala On
the 14/1/83, and the inportance of attending both primary and secondary
school cl asses was enphasi sed. This nmseting was foll owed by a

series of nmeetings with the seconQary Adult |earners during the

waeek of"17921 January, 1983 before the classes started; The

st udeht shhegi Stration was as foll ows: -Tt

3 7 The classes continued until the

"w3’' ' ! 6 end of the termin April

et 4 0 t" " 7 Attendence was rather sl acky!
w. 2 ;L JL . oy &

" TOTAL w - "imw 24

(c) Attendence of Agult Education Committee Meetings

M Menmbers attended the neetings irregularly and at tines

nmeetings were postponed. A special neeting, 14/2/83, was held at

whi ch nmenber attendance from August ' 82 to February ’'83 was refl ected.
The general attendence was nost disappointing (see m nutes of
:14/2/83);? It gives one the inpression that the attendence was

-"lIt is the_secondary school affair," let themsee the programe
throug." 'such an attitude is not conducive to encouraging our adults
to see the programme as a nust. As seen fromthe conposition of the
.conmittee, the purpose was to see this programe was a COLLECTI VE
undert aki ng, a nonchal ant attitude can be sel f-defeating!

(d) Meetin with the Seconda School Provranme Teachers’

This was held on the 6th bf Hay '83 to review the

wor k/ probl ens encountered during the Jan/April period and

the follow ng observati ons were nmade: - H
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- that it was not possible to cover the secondary school syllabus
the Adult Education |earners because of the few periods allocated
, per aweek -
- There should be | ess subjects than the four(4) presently taught
so that students gain in the subjects chosen and two subjects
would do in the nean tine
- irregular attendence by both | earners and sone teachers and
hence the need of a registar
- there is a need for a full time ooCordi nator of the secondary
Adul t Education | earners
- that the programre be tenporarily suspended until a neeting with
the | earners was held
- thewguestion of pronotion was | ooked into
(e) Meeting with | eathers.

The suggestions and views under (d) were explained to
the |l earners and the proposed programe May-Decenber, 1985 consi sted
of
A Engli Sh (conpul sory)
B Any one : Maths, Biology, H story, Typing/Ofice.Practice
according to the interest of the individual
.60-s-. 30 .30- 6. 30
Momy m -
nmsm - _
wnsm -
THURSDAY
This caused a | ot of discontent anong the | earners and
nost di scontinued with the programe.
The Wonens’ Section havi ng approached the Youth Section
and presented themwith their proposals and suggested i medi ate
i mpl enentation. A joint nmeeting of the hdult Education Conmittee
and Wnens’ Executi Ve Was held on the 22nd June 1983 the views
of the Wbnens’ Section were thoroughly di scussed.
The The neeting held on the 16/9/85, it was reconmended
that conrades Tweed Mathe be the secondary Adult Education Programe
Co-ordi nator. The discussion on the recommendati ons of the LNC
Wor kers Sem nar on Ldult Education Programe was deferred because
the conm ssion was not out yet. -
(f) AN C Workers Sem nar Reconmmrendati ons.
It was stressed that Education nust be compulsory for al
-L.H C. nenbers; the Wrks ' Committee and R P. C. nust ensure this.
For they secondary level there would be two streans
" "’ a) for hi5her ed.ucation training
_b) on the Job Training (Upgpaders)



For the first agony subjects recomendedze

English, Maths and ANY TWO, one Natural Science and one

Soci al Sci ence.

For the second agoupz- Those need not necessarily foll ow SOWFCO
programme, but upgrade their skills on the job. Three subjects woul d
be of fered: English, Maths, Physical Science or Biology, Ofice
Practice and Typing. Since learners in these two categories would
be workers the departnents shoul d be approached to rel ease them

on Saturday nornings. Because of the short tinme these two programres
woul d take nuch | onger

(g) Observations.

The probl enms encountered by the secondary school |eve

stemmed largely frominsufficient planning. Consequently the
programme had to be changed during the course of the year; the
proposal to take two subjects caused a | ot of discontent anong the
| earners and nost discontinued with the programe. Fromthe past

m st akes the co-ordinator nust consult with both the |earners and
teachers in the course of the programme to identify weaknesses, and
he must be full-tine.

The question of teachers has 1130 to be carefully

eval uated. An Ldult learner is very much different froma pupil; he
has ingrained attitudes and the approach has to be different. In
our situation with the [ack of teachers, the exigency of pushing
any one with higher qualification has also to be |ooked into very
seriously.

The programme tinmes were precipitated by existing conditions

at the school then. These Were not convenient to sone working youth
and yet for the Charlotte inmates this was okay; The new Adult
Education Conmittee nust explain this el ement thoroughly.

(h) Adult Education Resources

Up to now the Resource Section, SOMAFCO, has been in

a position to provide basic needs. SOVAFCO wi || conti nue

provi di ng hel p where possi bl g;

Reconmendat i ons

Experi ence has shown that two(2) hours a day is

i nsufficient. Future programes should | ook into | onger time per
day. The question of resources such as classroomfacilities and
qual i fied personnel also needs attention

The recomendati ons of the Adult Educati on Comittee neeting
(16/9/83) that the secondary education programe nust have a full-
time co-ordinator, conrade Tweed Mathe, shoul d be inpl enmented.

The programe should initiate the on-the-job training (technica
skills).

- LELRNING IS A KEY TO HUVAN KNOW.EDGE

- KNOALEDGE IS At?! S TO BETTER LI FE

- OUR ASSI GNMVENT IS TO | MPROVE THE STANDARD OF LI VI NG OF QUR PEOPLE



