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SOUTH AFRICA: Janet Cherry, fema1e, aged 26, community worker
Janet Cherry was detained on 23 September 1988 in Port Eiizabeth. She is
current1y he1d at North End Prison under Regu1ation 3 of the State of
Emergency which was reimposed on 10 June 1988. The regu1ations aliow the
police to detain a person for an initial period of 30 days, and thereafter
. indefiniteiy at the discretion of the Minister of Law and Order. As the
on1y white female detainee at North End Prison, Janet Cherry is segregated
from other poiiticai detainees who are considered by the authorities to
belong to different raciai groups and are held separateiy. Her virtual
isoiation is re1ieved only by week1y visits, permitted by the poIice. by a
member of her fami1y and her 1ega1 representative.
Janet Cherry has been detained on two previous occasions. She was
detained for three weeks in mid-1985 under Section 29 of the Internal
Security Act (No. 74 of 1982) which permits indefinite incommmunicado
detention for the purposes of interrogation, and was released uncharged on
15 Ju1y 1985. She was again detained on 22 August 1986 under Regu1ation 3
of the State of Emergency dec1ared on 12 June 1986. When she was released
uncharged on 30 Ju1y 1987, she was p1aced under a restriction order which
prohibited her from participating in the activities of the End Conscription
Campaign (ECC), the East Cape Adu1t Literacy Project, the Nationai
Education Crisis Committee (NECC) and the Port Eiizabeth Crisis Information
Centre; a11 were organizations in which Janet Cherry had p1ayed a leading
role in the Port E1izabeth area.
At the time of Janet Cherry’s detention on 23 September 1988, she was
empioyed as a researcher and conference organizer with the Institute for a
Democratic A1ternative for South Africa (IDASA). In particu1ar she was
. invoived in organizing a conference to be he1d in Harare, Zimbabwe, on the
effect of war on women’s 1ives in South Africa and Zimbabwe. She was on her
way to Harare when she was detained by the po1ice at Port Eiizabeth airport
on 23 September.
Amnesty Internationai regards Janet Cherry as a prisoner of conscience
detained so1e1y because of the non-vioient expression of her po1itica1
views and her work on behalf of the human rights of others and is ca11ing
for her immediate and unconditional release.
RECGMHENDED ACTION: Telegrams/telexes/express 1etters/airmai1 letters:
- expressing concern about the continued detention of Janet Cherry without
charge or triai under the State of Emergency reguiations of June 1988;
- seeking assurances that her basic human rights wii1 be protected in
custody and that she w111 be permitted continued access to her 1ega1
representatives and relatives; ’
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