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SQUTH AFRI CA: Janet Cherry, female, aged 26, community worker
Janet Cherry was detained on 23 Septenber 1988 in Port Eiizabeth. She is
currently held at North End Prison under Regulation 3 of the State of
Ener gency which was rei nposed on 10 June 1988. The regulations aliow the
police to detain a person for an initial period of 30 days, and thereafter
indefiniteiy at the discretion of the Mnister of Law and Order. As the
only white femal e detainee at North End Prison, Janet Cherry is segregated
fromother poiiticai detainees who are considered by the authorities to
bel ong to different raciai groups and are held separateiy. Her virtua
isoiation is relieved only by weekly visits, pernmtted by the police. by a
nmenber of her fam ly and her legal representative.
Janet Cherry has been detained on two previous occasions. She was
detai ned for three weeks in md-1985 under Section 29 of the Interna
Security Act (No. 74 of 1982) which permits indefinite i nconmuni cado
detention for the purposes of interrogation, and was rel eased uncharged on
15 July 1985. She was agai n detai ned on 22 August 1986 under Regulation 3
of the State of Energency declared on 12 June 1986. Wen she was rel eased
uncharged on 30 July 1987, she was placed under a restriction order which
prohi bited her fromparticipating in the activities of the End Conscription
Canpai gn (ECC), the East Cape Adult Literacy Project, the Nationa
Education Crisis Committee (NECC) and the Port Eiizabeth Crisis Information
Centre; all were organi zations in which Janet Cherry had played a | eading
role in the Port Elizabeth area.
At the time of Janet Cherry’'s detention on 23 Septenber 1988, she was
enpi oyed as a researcher and conference organizer with the Institute for a
Denocratic Alternative for South Africa (I DASA). In particular she was
i nvoived in organizing a conference to be held in Harare, Z nbabwe, on the
effect of war on wonen’s 1lives in South Africa and Zi nbabwe. She was on her
way to Harare when she was detained by the police at Port Eiizabeth airport
on 23 Septenber.
Ammesty Internationai regards Janet Cherry as a prisoner of conscience
det ai ned solely because of the non-vioient expression of her political
views and her work on behal f of the human rights of others and is calling
for her inmmediate and unconditional rel ease.
RECGVHENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express letters/airmai l |letters:
- expressing concern about the continued detention of Janet Cherry w thout
charge or triai under the State of Energency reguiations of June 1988;
- seeking assurances that her basic human rights wiil be protected in
custody and that she wlll be permitted continued access to her legal
representatives and relatives; ’
' Tel ephone 01-833 1771 Tel egrans: Ammesty London WCl Tel ex: 28502
Ammesty International is an independent worl dwi de noverment working for the internationa
protection 01 human
rights. It seeks the rel ease 01 men and wonen detai ned anywhere because of their beliefs.
colour. sex. ethnic
origin. language or religious creed. provided they have not used or advocated viol ence Th
ese 319 ternmed pn’ soners
of conscience. it works for fair and prompt trials lor all political prisoners and works
on behaH of such people
det ai ned wi thout charge o: trial It opposes the death penalty and torture or other cruel
mhuman or degradi ng
ueaUHent or punrshnent ot aupnsonem



