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DAKAWA - Presented by Bunny McKay Agriculturaslist and Head of ANC
- | Projects, 3

Dakawa is charaoterised by an ever-growing community of young students
who are leaving South Afriea to join the ANC(S.A) from various partes of
our country.Both female and male students cone for the sole purpose of

receiving higher education in various fields of sciences

The highest organ in Dakawa is the Birectorﬁté headed by the Director
with his staff : the Overall Commander,Political Comnissar,Finance Officer
Logistics and the Medical Officer,Two brigades have been set up at Paul

'Peterson house and Raymond Mhlaba house,Both Paul Peterson and Raymond

Mhlaba brigades have equal members 1in number and fall under one command.
There are sub-commanders in both houses.Life .in' Dakawa is improving.There
is close contact between .the comrades and the adninistration, = = e BT

The new life in Dakawa has brought us closer to the practical situation
and demands of Dakawa,There is constant contact between Mazimbu and Dakawa _
in ‘all forms of activity.But,similarly,we should adnmit that the neans of =~
cormunication are extremely poor.A radio communication systen between Ma=-_ -
zitbu” and Dakawa has to be established preferebly a short wavelength syste
em which gan be operated through'aniﬁ/ﬁ senerator,A radio receiver to help
nonitoring,a powerful Grundic 3400 receiver would serve the purpoﬂg.Fo;.ﬂ;“_
internal communication a welkie-talkie system can be used at each brigade -
tuned to 3400 at one and the same t... frequency, .

The pecond major provlen of Dekawa is the water supply system.Although at
eack brigade there is a well water well,procfes have not beeh establidhed
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whether it is good for human eounsumption,But from earlier tests at 17 to

20 meters-depth the water is too salty.Previously there hagebeen suggestio
ns to build an secwmulation tank cormooted to the Mabana pipeline paseing
150 nmeters from Raymond Mhlaba house-The suggesiion ponded further infexrma
tion about the possibility of using the water, |

The third najor problen is transport.At present in Dakawa we are using a
Poyota lLand Crmiser catering transport between Mazimbu and Dakawa and as
well as betweén the two houses,In a bush situation like Dakawa we feel
that provision should be nmade for a second vehicle,preferably a Landrover.
Dn bad weather conditions Dakawa roads are inpg#hable.There‘have been se-
rious cocourences which almost resulted to loss of life owing to transport

shortages.

Rénovekions of old farm houses at Both Paul Peterson and Raymond Mhlabo ar
are being carried out,A toilet and a bathroom have been built at Paul Pete

reon,and at Raymond Mhlaba foundations have been made already. *

A more comprehensive dooument on Dakawe 18 being prepared by the deparinen
where all aspeots are looked into in detail.But it will be noted well that
the dooument will only give guidelines on Dakawa and in no way witi it
give the actual plans,This is owing to the fact that at present Dakawa is
said to be basioally a transit to Mazinmbu to sort out students and educate
then on the ANC policies,Therefore students in Dakawa cannot be a potentiae
to the project.Since the school programnes and gtudy feoilities are being
nade to put an end to the old system whereby students had to be registered
throughout the year causing imbalancesja situation whereby students arrive
just a month or two before the end of a school tern,So at present Dakawa
is planned mainly for the school purposes,except a few dropouts who have
been sent back from the ruspective countries of study for various reasons,
They also do not form a potential personnel for the projeot.Since a lot
depends on their conducteg during their stay 1in Dakawa,i.e, the school con-
gsiders then according to their merits and a few may still be given the se-
cond chance as the aim is not to destroy them but to build them a future

in various ways,

This gives us the inpression that for the Dakawa project no provisions
have been made yet as yet.With reference to the Report on Agricultural Pro
jects in Mazimbu and yakawa 17th March-8th April 1982,it was stated that
in view of the fact that we are faced with the problems of a labour force,
owing to the fact that students both im Mazimbu and Dakawa cannot form a
constant labour force ,Therefore,three comrades from the Transkei group.
and the six agricultyral students at the Lusaka farm should be sent to Da-
kawa to create a nucl.eug for the project and further facilitate clearance

for sone of the Trang:keians in Botswana,




