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DURBAN: «=The In-
katha Freedom Party
was preparing to 2o to
the polls next year but
would not contest elec-
tions for & constitution-
making body, IFP chair-
man, Dr Frank Madla-
lose, said yesterday.

Addressing a Durban
media briefing, Dr Md-
lalose said: “The [FP is
prepanng  itself and
gearing itself to be able
to take part in national
democratic elections for
a _new government
sometime in 1994

“The IFP is not inter-
ested in elections for a
constitution-making
body,”” he stressed.

His statements came
amid confusing signals

from the TFP on s

S

stance regarding ‘elec-
tions. They also fol-
lowed reports of a rift in

the party which was
strongly demed by
spokesman  Mr  Ziba
Jiyane.

“That's media hype,
We are umited in the
stand that on the ground
we're fully preparing for
elections. We have a
mandate from the cen-
tral committee to pre-
pare fully for elections

next year. There's no
split ‘on that,” sawd Dr
Jiyane.

Dr Mdlalose also dis-
missed reports of an [FP
name change. “That's
news to me," he said

Dr Jiyane reiterated
his party’s bottom-ling:
“We have to have a fed

IFP won’t fight polls
to make constitution

eral constitution.”

This had to inciude
exclusive powers for re-
gions with regard to
local government and
health and education,
which had not been ad-
equately addressed by
multi=party negotiators.

Dr Jiyane said “‘se.
rious negotiations' be-
tween the Freedom Al-
ltance — which includes
the IFP — and govern-
ment had made ‘‘some
progress’’

“I'm hopeful. | and
marny people seriously
hope we are going to
participate in the 1904
elections,” he said, add-
mg that a decision
would be made once a
final c¢onstitution  had
been compiled ~- Sapa
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SADF concern over
—equal status for"
MK cadres

By Tony Stirling
and Angela Quintal

CONCERN is mount-
mg in Defence Force
circles over a reported
concession to the ANC
that would give cadres
from its military wing,
Umkhonto we Sizwe
(MK), equal status to
members of the
SADF.

Top level officials said
this agreement, which has
vet to be officially con-
firmed, would, if correct,
be a direct contradiction
of the position outlined
two weeks ago by the
chref of the SADF, Gen-
eral Georg Meiring.

Speaking at a parade
last month in Pretoria, in
which he handed over
command as Chief of the

Army, Gen Meiring sent
out a clear message that
he would not allow any
new government to fun-
damentaliy change the

existing structure of the
SADF, nor would the
SADF accept just any sol-
dier trammed in any other
country

But on Thursday night,
a government delegation
led by Gen Meiring and
an African National Con-
gress delegation led by
Mr Joe Modise, reported-
ly agreed in principle to
the make-up of a new de-
fence force and began
work on a new Defence
Act.

MK members would be
treated as egquals o
SADF members, while
the defence force would
comprise all armed for-
mations.

Both delegations met
again at the World Trade
Centre yesterday, but by
late afternoon it was still
not ¢lear whether the deal

had been sealed.

ANC secretary-gener-
al, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa,
was however confident

' that agreement would be

reached.

According to the offic-

ials 1if such an agreement
was reached, it would
conflict with the SADF’s
nput, that the SADF
should form the nucieus
of any new defence force
and that it would only ac-
cept members with th
necessary  qualifications
and training.

It now remained to be
seen if the SADF would
remain the way it was
presently constituted up
10 next year's Apnl 27
general election, as was
the government's stand-
point ~ before _ entenng
fresh negotiations with
the ANC over the past

two days.

Officials also confirmed
Citizen Force anger over
the plan to proyide MK
members with pensions.

The guestion s being
asked: If membets of MK
are to get pensions, why
not Citizen Force mem-
bers?

The move to pive MK
members equal status to
SADF members is being
seen as a concession to
ANC demands for a poti-
cy of equal opportunities
and a programme of af-
firmative action,

How the MK/ pension
scheme is 10 be funded
has not been made clear,
aceording to the officials.

It was impossible to use
the existing SADF pen-
sion fund, as this would
simply suffer (financial
collapse if it had to carry
MK members and its obli-
gations to existing mem-
bers as weil.

There have been sug-
gestions that the ANC
might look to one of its
outside backers, such as
Scandinavia, to put up the
money, but this is merely
speculation at thys stage.

Meanwhile a PAC del-
egation, will be meeung
with government rep-
resentatives on Monday,
also to discuss a future de-

i fence and police force.

PAC negotiator, Mr
Mark Shinners, said it
was imperative that the
question was finalised -
mediately, as the PACs
acceptance of the Tram-
sitional Exccutive Coun-
cil rested on an integrated
defence and police force,
ieading up to the election.

The finishing touches
to 2 separai¢ agreement
on a future police force

! was also the subject of the

ANC/government bilate-
ral talks yesterday.

Mr Ramaphoga said the
representatives were
drafting a new Police Act.

The police deal report-
edly provides for a centzal
police force with regiomal

§
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Compromise reached
on E Cape region

EASTERN Province .will
be aliowed to choose,
after next year's elec-
tions, whether it wishes (o
remain in one easiemm
Cape region with Bor-
Jer/Ker.

What it would need 15 a
60 perceat majority in a
referendum of Eastern
Province voters, the gov-
ernment and the Afncan
Nationa! Congress alh-

ance agreed yesterday.

The same majority
would be needed for a re-
terendum in the proposed
Northern Cape region to
decide whether it shouid
remain separate from the
western Cape.

it a party which wins
the election 1n the region
opted for separation or,
in the northern Cape,
amalgamation, that
would also be decisive
without a referendum.

This compromise was
struck to defuse a poten-
tially dangerous  dis-
agreement in the multi-
party negotiating council
yesterday moming when
a carefully balanced com-
promise agréeement be-

tween the two mai par-

ties was shattered by the
Labour Party’s Mr Luwel-
lyn Landers

His objection to the re-
tention of the Northern
Capec as one of the nine
proposed regions — on
the grounds of 1ts sparse
resources, weak infras-
tructure and low popula-
tion — re-opened a de-
bate on 2a bitterly con-
tested issue.

When the ANC alii-
ance rushed to support
him and the government
angrily countered wih its
demands that the Eastern
Cape be allowed to split
in two without a veto
from the Border/Kei port-
ion, a fragile truce was
shattered.

The council had to be -

adjourned, mectings were
held and government ne:
gotiators said if the deal
struck with the ANC was
1o be reneged on, so
would other agreements.
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Taxi peace pact

By SHARON CHETTY
TAXI drivers have forged a pact t0
%r:w:t their passengers In the East
nd township of Thokoza.

This week, 400 drivers called on
the warring factions {0 allow them to
continue providing a service to com-
moters and to joio them in their
peace iniliative.

Over the past year, {axis have be-
come embroiled in the violence sim-
ply by taking certain routes in the
towrship.

Those who took the route near the
hostel were associated with Inkatha
and the rest were seen as ANC-
aligned. .

The “branding” of drivers has led
1o a virtual standstill in their ser-
vices, while commulers have been
Jeft stranded.

Thokoza Amalgamated Taxi Asso-
clation vice chairman, Mr Ellot
Zondo, said his organisation — the

only ooe in the township — was di-

vided because of ihe violence.

“We tax! owners and drivers have -

never fought with each other — we
are caught in the middle. Tugsfeople
involved in politics have us as
scapegoats,” he said.

As violence intensifled in the area
over the past , commuters have
been targeted, scores have died in
“drive-by” shootings, while the driv-
ers were caught in the crossfire.

Many drivers have died, were in-
jured, or lost their vehicles. Others
have had to close shop when com-
muters boycotted them over their
perceived alliances.

But sinee September, the two divi-

in Thokoza)|

' }
glons in the taxi group have hap-
mered ouf an agreement that ded!-
cates them .to providing a service
withoul getting invoived in any of
{he factions'in the township

Routes and & governing body have
been agreed upon, and the taxi driv- |
ers hope that their bid for peace will
encourage the rest of the residents to
work together.

A unigue aspect of {he peace pact
is that g)h'tical groups were not in-
volved in drawing it up, said media-
tor Mr Thabo Ndaben.

“Taxi drivers and owners realised
they needed to serl ou problems
among themselves first,” he said,

Mr Ndabeni said he hoped the Tho-
koza deal would spur similar moves |

in other East Rand townships.
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' PAC wants |
three more
languages:

THE Pao Africamst
Congress yesterday said
it would propose to the
21-parnty Negotiating
Council at the World
Trade Centre that thice
Indian ethnic languages
—  Tamil, Hindi and
Guiarati — be consider
ed as part of South Afn
ca's future officiat lan
uages.

«We wish to do this i
order that the funda
mental rights of all com
munities be  T¢COR
nised,” PAC informa-
tion secretary Mr Barn
ey Desar said

The PAC aiso extend
ed well wishes 10 the
Hindu community who
celebrate nwalt (Fest-

-al of Lights) today. —
Lnﬂ\;
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‘What now

THE multi-party negotiations are nearing
their end with a cascade of compromises be-
tween the government and ANC, thc master
of sufficient consensus, Mr Pravin Gordhan,
of the Natai and Transvaal Indian Congress-
¢s, ruling even on a couple of occasions
against the government, and the constitu-
tional technical commitiee complaiming at
one point that the ANC and government
were abusing their positions by treating the
multi-party talks as a rubber stamp and the
committee as a lackey.

Certaiply the mmpression is that the govemn-
ment and ANC are reaching major decisions
at their bilateral meetings and these are be-
ing adopted by the Negotiating Council with
little or no opposition.

Strangely enough, it is the Afrikaner Volks-
unie, with its woman delegate, that offers the
most opposition. but the AVU doesn’t count
since it has no rcal reason to exist.

The Democratic Party until yesterday, when it
threatened to walk out over a “politicised”
constitutional court, has been passive and
mostly aquiescent.

The Pan Africanist Congress does object on
occasion, but 1t is the only critical voice
smong the Black negotiators.

The rest represent small partics and organisa-
tions that may as well not be there.

The danger is that the interim constitution and
other agrcements that arc to be put to a ple-
nary session of lcaders next week will be seen
as products of government/ ANC bosberaads.

If this is 3o, the nclusivity which was onc¢e pa-
raded as an ¢ssential requirement of the ne-
gotiations will not have been achieved.

The interim constitution and other agreements
will then be repudtiated by those parties and
organisations which withdrew from the taiks
— and those that never attended.

Both the government and thc ANC say that if
the Freedom Alliance is not on board, the
constitutional train will go on without it

As indced 1t will

For nothing can halt the train, nothing can di-
vert it 1o a siding, nothing can reverse its
journcy

[he plenary session next weck, with a great
fanfarc, will approve the interim constitution
and other agreccments., the interim constitut-
1on will be put to Parliament in the special
sesston starting on November 22, and it will
be approved

And the April 27 election will be held,;

whether the Freedom Alliance iparticipates
or not,

What the FA will do is the big question. '
State President De Klerk was optitmstic that a |
major breakthrough in discussicns with the
FA could be expected.

However, the FA has rejected his claim that
the interim constitution containg federalism
which compares well with the German feder- |
al system. {

Mr'Dc Klerk has said that most problems
raised by the FA have been satisfactorily
solved and it should now become part of the
new South Africa.

But at the same time he called on individual
components of the FA to make concessions
which we don't think they will agree to

Yesterday Mr De Klerk made it clear that he
was not begging the FA 10 join the negotia-
tion process, but was acting responsibly to
wOO it back,

We hoge he will succeed, though it dees not
scem hkely,

What then?

The FA has threatened all sorts of action
fn-.n' distupling the elections (o not :aking:
part 1a them,

There have also been threats of civil war.
though at the same time leaders of the FA
say they are trying to avoid one.

We hope the threats are merely brinkmanship
and that nobody will take up arms, since a
¢ivil war witl be disastrous for everyone.

And we hope that the Freedom Alliance will
contest the election. It would serve no pur-
pose not to do so.

Besides, a couple of opinion polls have sug-
gested the FA has a chance of heating the
National Party into second place in the elcc-
non — a chance that should encourage the
TA to participate.
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Tight security for MK’s
rally in Rustenburg)

Citizen Reporter
RUSTENBURG has
been declared an unrest
area for the purpose of 2
huge ANC rally to be
held today at a stadium in
the town and to be ad-
dressed by Umkhonto we
Sizwe commander, Mr
Joe Modise.

ANC media officer, Mr
Runkoa Molefe. said
therc had been threats
from the far-Right to dis-
rupt the rally. which s ex-
pected to be attended by
thousands of ANC sup-
porters

The rally, to be held at
the Olympia Park Stadi-
um from 10 am to 3 pm,
will also feature a military
parade by MK members.

The sceutity forces will
be present in numbers.

Yesterday, the depuly
regional commissioner of
police, Brigadier {zak

Smalman, said in a state-
ment measures to main-
1ain law and order would
include: a ban on the
carrying or transporting
of firearms, including ma-
chine-guns or replicas
thereof. in public

Police patrols in Rust-
enburg would be intenst-
fied, while road blocks

and control points would ———"""""

be set up

Brig Smalman  ap
pealed to anyone tend-
ing to enter the Rusten-
burg magistenal distnct
tomorrow, to make pro-
vision for the safe storage |
of their firearms. I

“Firearms can be hand- t
ed in at any police sta-
tion . . . and retneved at
any time,” he said

“anyone merely trav
elling through (Rusten- "
burg) who 1§ in possession l

55 O

of a licsensed firearm, wiil
be escorted thr¢ugh the
magisterial distngt.

~Tt is the task of the
police to prevent conflict
and to ensure that law
and order is maintained,”
said Bag Smalwan, ap-
pealing to the community
of Rustenburg tg co-Oper-
ate with the police
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Execs of Bop ANC

branch arrested -

Citizen Reporter

THE entirc brauch ex-
ecutive committee of the
ANC in Moruleng, Bo-
phuthatswana, has been
arrested by the police, the
ANC in the Waestern
Transvaal said yesterday.

Media officer. Mr Ran-
koa Molefe, xad 1t was
believed the detamees af-
rested this week by the
Bophuthatswana  police

aumbered 30.

On Wednesday, more
than 20 youths weres ar-
rested during a meeting at
the tnbai hall wm Moru-
leng, which had besn or-
gamsed by the ANC
Youth League in Rusten-
burg.

Mr Molefe said more
arTests were carmed out
on Thursday

Bophuthatswana police

{

{
spokesman, Colonei
Dave George, confirmed
vesterday that “a number
of arrests had been made
duning the week for at-
tending  an  illegal
sembly”.

as-

Col George was unable |
to provide more informa- |
tion . except to say the de
tainees were due to ap- |
pear in court on Monday

A ACA A A
P N A




THE CITIZEN, SAT. 13 NOVEMBER 1993

Fact-finding group is hopeful

A FRENCH dclegation
of the National Council of
French Employees left
South Africa yesterday
after a thres-day fact-
finding mission to explore
busipess opportunities in
the country

Coungil president Fran-
cos Perigot told an Afn-
can National Congress
delegation at the ANC
headquarters in  Johan-
| nesburg vesterday he be
| lieved the political pro

|
{
i
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|
{
1
|
i

gress made in this country
would lead to e¢cononuc
growth and development.

He added that his orga-
nisanon wanted to be a
part of the growth and de-
velopment either through
normal trade relations of
through partnership.

Me said his delegation’s
visit was a symboi of its
betief that South Africa
would succeed in solving
its problems

Mr Perigot - expressed
the hope that his organi-
satton would work with
the ANC and that South
Africa would expand its
role in the international
community.

The French delegation
consisted of businessmen
representing many facets
of French industry.

ANC deputy economic
head Tito Mbowent told
the French delegation
growth  prospects . d

pended on the ability to
re-organise the manufac-
turing sector to attract in-
vestment.

Mr Mboweni ' assured
the delegation that invest-
ments n South Afnica
would be secure.

He said the ANC was
in the process of devel
oping policy guidelines 1n
certain- economic Areas
which would assist a new
government. — 5apa
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KwaZulu self-defence course ends

ULUNDi. — Usder profect communitics  one as old as 68 years —  who have false beliefs and The KwaZulu Legis
cloudy skies in the hillsof  threatened by political vi-  marched and sang gospel  those who fall for any- lalive Assembly _j‘ld:lh' [
Zululand hundreds of olence. songs al the parade thing” assist the recruits in ap-
KwaZulu  Government Mr Philip Powell, their The Rev Mtetwa ale  plying  for  fiearm
reconits stood to attention  military commander and KwaZulu Justice Mimis-  encouraged them to ex-  cences
a1 theis passing-out para-  leading Inkatha Freedom 1€ C1 Mietwa urged  pand their weapons and The training |} !
de yesterday, their faces  Party official, assured the  them to “protect the com-  “explosives™ skilis, add voked a storm of protest, |
set and determined media the training was munity and our countty ypg: “We never thought specialiy from the Afrx
The recruits, the Kwa free of political imdociri- against influences thal  (hat at some stage it National Congress whict
Zulu  Legislabve As-  nalion bring confusion 10 0UT  would be necessary to de-  has said it was

-

sembly says, underwent Dressed in loose blue people. especially 0 fend ourselves apanst our 2 batile of secession
paramilitary training Yo} overalls, the recruiis —-  those who bave rebelled, | ow n_peoplc ! ; —~ Sapu-Reuoter

THE CITIZEN, SAT. 13 NOVEMBER 1993




~ THE CITIZEN, SAT. 13 NOVEMBER 1993

ANC ‘headed
for absolute

majority’

Citizen Reporter
THE African National
Congress (ANC) s
“very hikely” to obtain
an absolute majonty in
the election on April
27 next year,

This 15 one of the find-
ings of a research project
undertaken  jointly by
Sanlam, the Human Sci-
ences Research Council,
stockbrokers, Frankel
Pollak, Vinderine and
chartered accountants,
Emst and Young

The study concluded
that the National Party,
with less than 15 percent
of the vote. could end up

—

with shightly less support
than the Freedom Alli-
ance,

The ANC, on the other
hand, not only appeared
headed for an absolute
majority, but could gain a
two-thirds majority.

An NP with lcss than 15
percent of the vote would
be unable to function as a
buffer apainst ANC con-
trol of the state, nor
would be able to exercise
legiimate authonty over
fractious Right-wing and
regional  Interests, the
study said

The NP’s loss of sup-
port could be ascnbed to
perceived differences be-
: T w— |

i

tween the party's man-
date and what White vot-
ers feared the outcome of
the. negotiations would
be, and the party had {ost
its former image of deter-
mination among Indians,
Coloureds and Blacks.

However  without the
constraint of a strong NP,
the ANC would fecl less
antagonistic towards the
interests of the existing
cstablishment and more
cnerous and balanced in
its own poliy formula-
tion.

It would, 1n fact, be-
come. the new centre to
adapt to that role, the
Sf'il‘{y claimed
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CHRIS WHITFIELD aond ESTHER WAUGH

WITH only two working days to
deadline, the negotiations yester-
day slowed sharply amid some
disquiet over last-minute propos-
als being thrashed out in Govern-
ment/ANC discussions.

Foremost among these is the compo-
sition of the powerful Constitutional
Court, which yesterday gave rise to
sharp exchanges between the ANC and
Democratic Party.

With the workload piling up, it now seems
possible that Wednesday’s proposed plenary
session of leaders — to ratify agreements
— will be delayed until later in the week. It
is understood that a decision on this will be
made by the talks planning committee on
Monday.

However, Constitutional Development Minis-
ter Roeif Meyer was last night confident that
the transition package could be finalised by
Monday evening or on Tuesday.

0

Sluggish progress

Yesterday, progress in the negotiating council was
siuggish and Government/ANC taiks on the future
the police stalled. The Government and the ANC fi-
nally unveiled their joint proposal on the composition
of the Constitutional Court — which will have the
critival tasks of cnouring that legiolation 1o constitu
tional and arbitrating in disputes between the central-
governmment and other levels of government.

In effect, it will act as democracy’s policeman and,
through its rulings, shape the operation of the consti-
tution. But the proposals were immediately and
fiercely attacked by the Democratic Party’s justice
spokesman Tony Leon, who described themn as “po-
tentialy extremely dangerous and could result in the
most important court ever created in_South Africa
being politicised, centra- ¢ et
lised and hand-picked by
a new government”, He
said the proposals called
into question “the future
of federalism, the inde-
pendence of the judi-
ciary and the concept of
separation of powers in
the new South Africa”,

The ANC's Mac Ma-
hara; hit back, saying:
“Under the banner of |
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Talks / 3

champloping democra-
¢y, Tony Leon is trying
to whip up political fears
among those who dis-
trust the capacity of this
_process to bring about
democracy.”

calculating that it will
be that other party”.

It was ‘‘profoundly
wrong that membership
of so imunensely power-
ful a judicial body as the
Constitutional Court
should be vested entirely
in the hands of the gov-
ernment”.

The DP proposed the

appointment of the Cluef
Justice and president of

THE SAT. STAR, 13 NOVEMBER 1995

v+ He pointed out that in the Constitutional Court

- . ite presi- “strictly on the recom-

flhe:t; ;stpﬁv;?; nugiste;s mendation of 3 judicial
53 inted chief jus- Se€rvice commission
nz?fc?ﬂ,”{f{;‘emmh;,e,;“; (ISC)" and of the other |
-.#ustice were responsible Constitutional Court !
for the appointment of judges ‘oo the recom-
"“Yudges — “and all the mendation of the JSC,
~while this was accepted Subject to confirmation

by the DP as not politi- of '4",5 percent of the Sen- !
™ cising this process”. ate”.
g - ; Discussions between
. Inltfe:ut?zfofhﬁ% Bgﬁ- Umkhonto we Sizwe and
~gtitutional Court judges the SADF ended last
-~ will be appointed by the night with a draft agree-
-* 8tate President in con- ment after serious dif- _
- sultation with the Chief ~ferences had emerged E
*“Justice and the Cabinet, Juring tbe day. The dis- |
“"he remaining six will Pute apparently arose
“‘be appointed by the after the SADF insisted

' & that it form the core of
;%Zifulfiiﬂie‘iém‘“ffi S8 A re Jovee, WhiS
:Rru:‘dent of the CODSU- the ANC argued that an i
tutional Court and in armed formatioos 1
_consultation with the should have equal status.
- Cabipet". The draft agreement ‘
The document also i3 t0 be discussed by the |
" éites the meaning of the leaders this weekend. | !
““Yxpression “in consulta- The ANC has also reject-
*{#ion with the Cabinet” as ed a draf@ agreement on
""'T)eing among “outstand- & W police force.
ing matters still to be Yesterday in the nego-
agreed upon”. tiating council progress
Leon argued that the  was sluggish and includ-
“bottom line” of the pro- ed a stormy falling out
18 was that the pew over the boundaries of
“"State President would the country’s new prov-
" sffectively be able to Inces.
.., veto the nomination of There was, however,
san o for a seat on  agreement in ANC/Gov-
. {be Constitutional Court.  ernment bilateral meet-
.... He added that al- ings on a future educa- %
~~though the Cabinet tion dispensation. De-
.Jwould be constituted by partmental, commumnty-
~>proportiopal representa- managed or state-aided
tion, “it is clear that it primary or secondary
. will be controlled either Schools will effectively
napy the ANC alope or by stay as they are unless
--#4he ANC plus ope other changes are agreed in
party. Plainly the NP is negotiations.
!
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Police and defence now the most contentious issues!

LATE yeslerday aiter-
noon, the manufaclurer
of a well-known effer-
vescent vitamin tablet
made bis produce avail-
able on a complimentary
basis to the negotialors
at the World Trade Cen-
tre

Each tube of tablets
carried a message
“When the pressure is
on, Product X helps you
face the pace.” The fim-
ing was appropriate, the
pace was on

Constitutional De-
velopment Migister
Roelf Meyer and ANC
secretary-general Cyril
Ramaphosa spenl lttle
lime this week in the

Negoliating Council.
They and their negotiat-
Ing teams were very
busy in "The Channel”,
as their semi-permanent
personal bilateral meet-
g has become known.

‘The Cbannel” was
processing drall agree-
meanls thrashed oul in
several “svh-bilalerai”
meelings

Although the chamber
had its sluggish mo-
ments, various smalt
rooms in the World
Trade Centre wese buzz-
ing, filled with nepgotia-
tors discussing 21 out-
standing issves.

The remaining unre-
solved matfters — in

cluding a constitutiena]
court, language policy, a
deadlock-breaking e
chanism for the adoplion
of the linal constitution,
regions and a julure po
lice and defence force -
have been the subject oi
ANC-Government Lalks
for months.

H is not surprising a
holtleneck of issues ap-
peared as negotiators
began counting down the
hours. These were Lhe
mosl sensitive and most
difficult to crack.

When the council re
copvened on Wednesday
after Tuesday's special
Cabinet session and the
ANC's national execn-

TRANSITION

TALK
ESTHER
Waugh

at the World Trade Centie

tive commillee meeting,
news of pieces falling
into place became in-
creasingly frequent in
the corndors

At {imes it became
impossible to keep up
with developmeals, as
they were occureing si-
mullaneously. After a
matalhon session on

Wednesday, negoliators
broadly reselved the lan-
guage policy of a2 new
South Africa, and region-
al boundaries. Fhe nex!
day saw a breakthroogh
on the judictary and con-
stitutional court.

Bul consensus on the
fulure police and de-
fence forces remains

elusive,

It seems thal suspi-
cions about “who is Lak-
ing over whom” in lhe
security forces are pre-
venling a much-needed
resolution of the matter.

It is shighlly easier in
Lhe case of the police.
Apartheid created only
one police force; gain the
trust of the comumunity
for that {orce, and your
problems are over.

Close 1o midaight on
Thursday evening, the
ANC rejected a draft
agreement allowing lor
a national police force
with dilferentiated
powers between ibhe na-
ttonal and regional po-

fice commissioners

I is understood politl-
cal and operalional com
mand lines need to be
identified, as well as the
relations hetween them.

A new national de-
fence force is an entirely
difiesent matter, pre-
cisely because il should
comprise several estab-
lished armed lorma-
tioms.

Parl of the preblem
appears lo be the SADF
wanting Lo form the core
of a new defence force.

The ANC, on the other
hand, wants all armed
formations te be treated
on an equal basis in
crealing a new delence

foree. S
After several rounds
of talks between Urgk-
honto we Sizwe apd
SADF seaior olficersyat
was agreed thal on April
28 the oattonal delence
force would comprise all
armed formations. But
discussion on [he mty-
gritly issues is nonttau-
INg. .

A formula needs 14de
found whereby distrust
in the new securily
forces is removed, pl-
lowing for structures
which would guaraniee
slability for the imgle-
mentation of the hard-
won negotiated setble-
menl.




Training for thousands
at KwaZulu camp

THOUSANDS of men
are expected to be
trained at a KwaZulu
government camp in the
rugged hills of northern
Natal during the next
few months for deploy-
ment in special protec-
tion units (SPUs) 1n their
communities,

The KwaZulu govern-
ment 1s also “seriously
investigating” the possi-
bility of setting up SPUs
at hostels in the Trans-
vaal because of attacks.

At a passing-out
parade for the camp’s
first 600 recruits — aged
between 18 and 68 —
well-rehearsed drills
were performed and
mock attacks and count-
er-ambush techniques
were displayed before
visiting journalists.

However, some of the
secrecy which has sur-

GREG KNOWLER

rounded this camp —
about 40 km from Ulundi
~ remained, and photo-
graphs were oot permit-
ted for '‘security rea-
sons”.

Protection

Camp commander
Phillip Powell, a mem-
ber of both the KwaZulu
Legislative Assembly
and the IFP’s Natal Mid-
lands central committee,
emphasised that the re-
cruits were not being
trained for Inkatha but
to protect KwaZulu
cormnmunities.

He also rejected re-
cent reports that re-
¢cruits were being
trained by rightwingers,
saying basics were
taught by KwaZulu Po-

lice and former SADF
and SAP officers.

It was suspected that
the training was being
funded by South African
taxpayers, but Powell
said the cash came from
members of the KwaZu-
lu Legislative Assembly.

Powell said no money
had been received from
the Chief Mimster Map-
gosuthuy Buthelezi’s call
for RS from all Inkatha
members.

He said the training
was of a defensive type
and recruits were taught
to operate in both a
rural and urban environ-
ment.

“Recruits train for a
six-week period, then re-
turn to their communi-
ties. They fall under
community leaders and
usually lead protectian
units in their areas.’

0 O ol
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CURBS grx European immigration wilt |
be tightened, but Sourh Africa will I
not expel Africans from "™
naighbouring states, says ANC
spokesman Carl Niehaus. |
MICHAEL MORRIS listened to him
specking in Cape Town.

i .
|

ANC embraces:
influx control :
to reserve jobs -

CAPE TOWN — An ANC government woulo
tighten immigration controls to curb the in-
flux of Europeans who were spnapping up
jobs at the expense of unemployed black
South Africans, nationai executive commit-
tee member Carl Niehaus szid at a meetin
in Cape Town last night. o

He also gave an assurance that coloureds, jus
as much as blacks, would benefit fean affirma-
tive aclion programmes in the pul ¢ and pri-
vate sectors.

However, he moved to allay fears in the civil
scrvice of an ANC government sweeping whites from
thetr jobs and repidcing them with people of colour.

.

Soccer hooligans

Niehaus responded to wide-ranging questions —
many of them from Afrikaners — in a protracted
question session intended o give [o¢als an opportun:-
ty (o express their views on thc ANC and raise
their qualms about the future.

His commeats on immugration control were |n re.
sponse (0 a guestion by a young man who complained
about "unskilled soccer hooligans” {from Britain emi-

| gratng to South Africa and getting good jobs simply
because they were white.

Niehaus said that under an ANC government,
“South Africans, and the oppressed people, wiil get
preference, but obviousty on the basis of ment.

‘We will not allow eagy ;mimigration into South
- Africa of those with white skins who come to take our
people’s jobs. That easy access will stop.

“I am not saying we will close the doors to immi-
grants. We may need people with certain skills, an
those who have lived and worked here all therr livew
— Inclyding Africans f{rom neighbouring states —
we cannot just throw out.”

Of the civil service, be said. “The ANC 15 work:
ing for affirmative action, not because we want (o
push peopie out of their jobs.

We have negotiated an understanding in terms of
which there will be security for those who are pre.
pared to serve in the new South Africa.

An ANC government would aiso honour pensions.
‘That is reasonable and just, and that {3 what people
have worked [or.

“But there are oppressed people — Indlans, coi-
oureds and Africans « who have the fullest night
to benefit from alfirmative action in the eivil service
and the private sector, to move up 1n the ranks, to
have job training and to have the best opportuni-
ties of serving the country ™

Niehaus satd the ANC was not claiming it would be
able 1o provide jobs and houses [or "the masses” im-
mediately afler taking power. but that 1t would
launch a reconstruction programme to begin tack.
ling such needs Immediately, and alter government
spending priorities accordingly. v

The ANC was not making wild promises, but un.
dertook to marshal the country's resources n a way
that would lead to an Improvement in the lives of
the oppressed.

The ANC would also seek to create maximum
political statiiity, enhance investor confidence, and
encourage local and foreign investment "for the good
ot all South Africans”
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How COSATU lost the dare

LABOUR Correspendent PAUL BELL
recounts how COSATU's leadership
trind fo take on ANC and SACP
leaders In an oudoclous goemble.

SAM Shilowa enjoys 2
gamble, This week,
though, he glajai pe-
litical poker wilh
Cyril Ramaphosa —
who has played this
garme pefore — and he
lost. Time will tell
how badly.

On Thursday, we Ja-
bour coFréspondents
gathered al COSATU
House 1o await the gen-
era] secretary after two
days of beightening len-
sion al the Rovld Trade
Cenlre, whepe the ANC,
{be Governrpept, laboar
and emyployers had
scrambled 2 deal on the
ipterioy consyitution thal
would sort oot some
tempoc~yy ‘Balapce of
power In, padustial rela-
tions

Pargerovs

Shitowz was comeng o
telt ws that Monday's
sivike was off. "You
walch,” saxd 3 colleague.
‘Fe won't be bere peat
September” a yefer-
enve fo the federaiton's
ceogress, at which office
bearers face reeleclion

Who can say whetder
Shilo=xa =mtll Te 3 coe.
{erin geveral secretary?
The strike seemed a
doubtinl starter Joog be

fere its kntended "ol bul
the poliical debacle It bay
led 10 was by no mesns
his alope. And DOSATU,
baving taken 3 brulving,
mwlgdl choose to close
ramks knsiead

But Wbe remark was k-
dicatlve of semtiment
among alt those louched
by tbe dapgerous game
been played out slnce Oc
tober 16, wheo COSATU
called Lhe strike: the fed-
erallon was chanclng ite
arm aod the ARC would
whop it of [

For the denlyens of
COSATD House, ibe past
monkh bas been a roller-
coaster — bigh oo emo-
Lion one day, down In Wbe
duinps the next — as
COSATU tried, acd, in the
tinal analysis, must be
jodged to have failed, Lo
bend i3 allies, the Gov
ernment and employery Lo
[ts will

Yoo could s=e 11 in the
faces of their leaders
They knew from day one

Ahen Lhey threateoed
the sirike fe force the
multiparty negollators 1o
drop trom the loterim
coostitilution employess’
rAght 1o take bock-oul ae-
tion against employees
that they had miscalculat
ed by falllog to consull
be ANC apd SACP.

None of Lhem, frors Shi
jowa down, ever olfered a

» .

TIME WILL JELL. Wil Som Shilowa sl be hoss

thit fime next yeor?

convincing argument for
why they didn’t tell the
ANC uplront — aparl
irom a recitatlos of suck
Iriparlite alliance plabi.
todes 23 the independence
of the paripers, and the
peed to imform workers
Immediately of f0 m0-
menlouy a decision

But & never washed

DOSATU, showing stgps
thix year of growing ani
lety oves 1Ls over <lose re
lationship wilh tbe coming
party of government,
choee — and o bindsight,
chose poosly -~ 2 critical
momenl i the course of
conslitvllonal pegotiaGons
te asvert [y power ax a
tmajor politlcal comstita

TOUGH OPPONENT, Cyri

this gome before,

ency, and throw 2 spanner
In the srorka

To do so without warn
Ipg, avd ko rewege oD 3
dead with ibe Government
and the emplogers in the
Natiooal Mappower Com-
mlsdon (WMC) and then
expect the allhance to
come Tushing to iis de-
fence, max Lo both annoy

and embarvass the ablies
As 3 result, COSATO for-
felied their wholebearied
support, 2od doomed the
action at Iis oulset

I =poXe to Shilowa on
e Supday morning alter
the sirike threal. He was
al bone, selaxed and =uce
of hls case By Monday,
when 1 saw blm Ip Lis of

lee, we could 31l hear the
warnlng drapws from Shell
Bomse. Bui Shilowa put a
face on ML

Tuesday wasw'l & good
day. Word came from ao
alllance meeting that the
ANC was sympathetle 1o
e privciple of a supesior
copylitutional tight to
strike for workers, as well
as to COSATL's objections
tp a referendum apd job
securily lor apartheid
civih sexvapts. But the
brevity of Lhe ANC's
slaterpent suggested con
trolled fury

The lollowing week,
having secwred the ap-
parent support of the al-
fillates apd draww vp B
programipe of mass ac-
on, OOSATY House was
buoyed vp, and the week
after, whea COSATU
staged 2 march to the
World Trade Cenlye,
1hiogs were sesfously
looking up

Joe Slovo was lebling
the crowd it bad all been
2 hig misunderstapding
But be made no meothon
of a strike. There bad, of
course, been o mlsonder-
stapding: COSATU'S pego-
ilatosy dad merely ren
eged on ibe deal struck in
tbe NMC Even so, after
ihe speeches, Shilowa,
COSATU president Jobhn
Gomomo and other ofli-
clals and offlce-bearers
plled into 3 minibus at Lhe
geles of the WTC and
drove tarough the throng
of polbceren o bear [rom
the technical commililiee
of Lhe egollating Council
ity response to the de
maods ibe federation bad
submitted the day betore

¢
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They went |p Jooklog
bedlieh. They emerged
grim ) .

By dhls week, despite a
further deadlock I ihe
RMC on Mooday, i was
clear 1hat ke baance of
forces arrayed against
stri¥e actlon was becom
ing overwbedming,

At COSATU Rouse, the
mood became one of 4k
apce and masked wncey-
tatnly. By the {bme the
isyue was {inzlly dumped
in Ramaphosa's Jap, he
was angry. He bas had o
put @ face on fhlopgs, a9
bas Shove |n ibe Interests
of pre-election anily. They
canond be expected pub-
liely to ackoowledge tbe
tension with COSATY fen
evaled by an Issue that in-
siders koow was bddly
bandied by labowr *

Bul when Ramapboss
got bold of 1L e Look it
firoly. And crushed bt

Sbilowa came out, of
Wednesday nighl's nego-
tiatbons at the WIC Jook-
Ing, said observess, like
he'd bad a bealing <

Shift

But COSATU will be
back The change Ip gov
ernment will see 2 shilf by
the NMC towards laboar,
apd COSATL wil) use bLs
pobitical Leverage o brf W
{foice the commlssien's
pew government yepre:
seplatives lo back further
changes (o Labowr leghtls-
tlon that would forther
derogale the bock-oul.

Ils ultimale agends is
Lo win & right lo sloke on
lssyes wider Lban collec
tive hargalning &

mAl
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'ANC will not pay for
Parade vandallsaho

CAPE TOWN - ﬂu ANC wys m lmum hm
d«idod thot the arganisation was net respensible
for the demagse cavsed on Cape Town's Grand
Porade during the Chris Hani memoriol service
earlier this yeor, and will net compensate for
domoges caused.
in @ statement. released in Cepq Twn y-stor-
day, the ANC said its insurers had new alse gone
inte curatorship and the ANC was not in a finen-
clal position to pay for the damages coussd.

It did net have the funds and had oxhaunod
@vVery aveaus open'te if,

The ANC therefore deeply regretted net being
able 1o help these whose premises had been van-

. doilsed during the Hani memorial service, the

statement said. — Saps.




- é

| THE SAT. STAR, 13 NOVEMBER 1995
Just another
dog-day
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POLITICAL unrest is
draining the
life-blood of
Natalspruit Hospitel.

|
{
\\(/ {

|
PERCHED precariously at
the centre of the East Rand
war zone, Natalspruit Hospi-
tal is bleeding to death.

Torn by fear, its once dedi-
_cated staff are slipping away
‘to safer areas. Its budget is
. being ravaged by AK-47 bul-
‘lets as fast as its patients are
- being traumatised by them.

. “When arn AK-47 bullet
' pierces the body, it creates a
+ hole for a split second as wide

as a telephone pole,” says Dr
' Charles Bradfield, chief of the
' intensive care unit and senior
.medical superintendent at
' Natalspruit Hospital.

“For the victim it may
' mean permanent deprivation,
but at the same time for
every such wound the SA tax-
payer shells out R19 000 to re-

pair the damage.

“When an AK-47 bullet
passes through you, it not only
damages the area it hits, but
severely traumatises all in-

afte

ternal organs, creating major
havoc within the body that re-
guires months of intensive
treatment.”

Bradfield was trying to ex-
plain why the hospital is going
broke. Whereas in the past it
would cost a mere R50 on av-
erage per patient for “ordi-
nary” treatment, most vic-
tims of the current political
unrest cost the State, and
hence taxpayers, an average
of R19 000.

“Our patient profile over
the past year has changed
dramatically,” says Bradfield.

rnoon

: JOE LOUW reports.

" “The majority of cases now

relate to the violence: mostly
gunshot wounds, serious burns
and stabbings.

“Some patients have to re-
main here for months oo end.
Treating just 20 gunshot vie-
tims can cost more than
R500000 ~ way above our
normal budget.”

Bloody struggles

Even the hitherto sacro-
sanct grounds of the hospital
have become a microcosm of
the bloody struggles going on
in the communities it serves.

In one recent incident, an
AK-47-wielding gunman held
police, three peace monitors
and the hospital's superinten-
dent at gunpoint. The man
escaped but police later found
that a cloakroom ia one of the
hospital’s wards had been
turned into a mini-arsenal.

They recovered a pistol,

several magazines and 429

rounds of ammunition, ac-

cording to police spokesman
Brigadier Zirk Gous.

Natalspruit is the only
major health facility serving
Katlehong, Tokoza, Vosloorus
and the numerous squatter
areas such as Phola Park and
Zonk'iZizwe.

Together, these areas have
become Kkilling fields where,
according to the Human
Rights Commission, nearly
90 percent of the PWV death
toll of 1 849 since October last
year occurred. Untold thou-

sands have been wounded in |
the various massacres and .
skirmishes, and they nearly .
all find their way to Natal- -

spruit.

The hospital staff of more
than 2000 — of whom 85 are
{ransient doctors supported
by 1200 nurses — are seen by
many as unsung heroes.

But even they have become

|

increasingly traumatised by
the unrelenting violence.
Bradfield says there is not
a single nursing sister whe
has not experienced personal
loss of some kind. ‘
“We have problems of secu-
rity. We cannot deny access to
anyone, but tensions often
soar, with outside pesple de-
manding access and creating
problems within the hospital.”

Critieal

Doctors are often accused
of being partisan in their
treatment of patients. Hostel
dwellers accuse them of fa-
vouring township residents,
while the township “young
lions" berate them for treat-
ing “the enemy”.

Senior sister Betty Malaka,
who together with matron
Zodwa Buthelezi is in charge
of ward 6 — a newly creat-
ed ward for critical patiemts
— has been at Natalspruit for

nearly 15 years.

“This is the worst time we
have had here since the 1980
taxi riots,” she said, “but this
time we fear for our persopal
safety. Many of us are under
stress and although we are
dedicated and torn by the idea
of abandoning the community,
many purses and doctors
want to leave.”

The hospital authorities
would not reveal how many
have already left, but one ad-
rainistrator says she pleads
daily with doctors not to quit.
“ appeal to them on bebalf of
our commupity but one can

understand their fear. The

viclence is sickening.”

The hundreds who sit de-
spondently waiting for service
in the casualty ward don’t
even stir as ambulances with
screaming sirens bring in yet
apother gunshot victim — {t's
just another dog-day after-
noon on the East Rand.
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HE bel rings in the corridors, as if for

dinner, The lights go on in the council

roorn and the delegates begin Lo trickle

in, as if retuwrning 1o class after first
break. The summer rain is tapping down gently
on the roof.

There's Dawie de Villiers, joking easily with
the ANC's Valli Moosa, there’s Barney Desai of
the PAC chatfing to Essop Pahad of the SACP.
On the other sde of the room the Raj Is making
a point of some sort io Corlla Kruger of the
Afrikaner Vollsunie and smiling a lot.

The seats reserved for the Inkatha Freedom
Party, the Conservative Parly and sundry
others are slillempty.

It is Friday afternoon al the World Trade
Centre, the sceane is comfortably familiar. But it
is also one of e Jast of its kind, reminiscent of
a classroom of matriculants who have just rea-
lsed that theyr will shortly vacate {he known
cosiness of the form for the big bad world

It's almost :mbarrassing (o admit what Pm
about to admi.. But lel’s be brave. I am suffer-
ing a wave of nostalgia about the imminent re-
turn of the World Trade Centre o something
like its former slate of obscurity. A funny old
friend is leavirg town,

By nex{ week, we are told, the negotiations
process-withoul-a-proper-name — most just call
it “Kempion Park” — will be wrapped up. (Yes,
we were told hat last week too, but the end is
now nigh, evenif it is imprecise )

The odd, wirehouse-like collection of build-
ings alongside the airport wiil get a few more
political leases of life from negotiations spin-
offs like the ‘ndependent Media Commission,
but its real glo-y days will be over.

There was once an e dckler
called the World Trade Centre

UNDERCURRENT
AFFAIRS

SHAUN
Johnson

IT IS a curious fact that the people
who have spoken the most in the
negotiating sessions are those
whose views mean the least, but
they will be missed in a funny

sort of way.

It will then be the turn of another curious
choice as a repository of the nation’s political
hopes: the old Saambou building in Pretoria,
which will house the Transitional Executive
Council. We sure know how to pick 'em.

The fact is that for all their inelegance, dis-
cursiveness, irrilation and cant, the Kemplon

Park days have been very special. Not for the °

iow drama of the right-wing invasion, although

that incident will long be remembered, but for °

the gnolidian grind — day after day, month
alter month, year after year of shuffiing

cans can live with.
The process developed a life of its own, and

deeply affected Jis participants along the way.
With the passage of time, we will come to Jook
back at this period as having been fairly short,
fairiy fluid and fairly efficient. It will have been
quicker than ils more famous forebears — like
the meetings of the American Founding Fathers
or the Middie East peace talks — and it will
have the distinction of having brought (ogether
some of the most disparate groups imaginable.

It is true that the process will end ¢n an un-
cerfain note, what wilh the empty chairs and
the bilions stares from the outsiders.

It is true that if there are cheers and cham-
pagne corks out Kempton Park way when {he
final session ends, they will be a litlle forced,
because there is a long road stili to travel.

But it is also true that what has happened
over all this time al Kempton Park has laid the
foundation for the fulure,

It bas also provided more than its share of
bizarre amusement. It seems a pity that some of
its mosi accomplished entertainers will be va-
cating the pational stage once the democratic
will of the people has been exercised.

it is a curious faci that the people who have
spoken the most in the negotialing sessions are
those whose views mean the least; the loqua-
cious Amichand Rajbansis and Corlia Krugers
will be missed in a funny sort of way.

We should wish the ugly duckling World
Trade Centre well in its future.

Lel it trade on ils past, inviting paying guests
to spend a night in the Planning Commiltee

. Suite, the Bilateral Boudoir, or the Azapo office
forward to a political deal that all South Afri- °

which was never ever occupied.
It's been the buft of public bitterness and frus-
tration, but it has played its part.
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No tears for
section 29

O TEARS need be shed

over the imminent scrap-

ping ,of the infamous sec-

tion 29 of the Internal Secu-
rity Act, which allows indefinite de-
tention without trial. And the man-
ner of its death knell, as agreed by
the Negotiating Council, was in it-
self a boost for hope in a peacefully
negotiated future.

The decision at Kempton Park
was taken unanimously. Not even
the remaining conservatives in the
council would stand up to defend the
indefensible.

* This is a feather in the cap for the
negotiating process, for all its flaws.
The multiparty, “transparent” na-
ture of this process meant that the
issue was forced into the open and
could not be made the subject of
some tacit deal behind the scenes.

Other countries in transition have
found it convenient quietly to turn a
blind eye to similar repressive laws
left over from the old regime, just
in case they were going to be need-
ed by the new one,

Une can think of a number of
places where such laws were in fact
soon used to wicked effect. In Zim-
babwe, lan Smith’s state of emer-
gency was taken aver virtually
holus-bolus by Robert Mugabe’s
government. §

This will not happen in South
Africa’s case. It is to the credit of|
the negotiating parties that the old|
statute book is being thoroughly|
cleared, despite the headlong rush!
towards next year’s election. §

Of course, it is always possibie
for a new regime to reintroduce re-
pressive laws. But this becomes|
more difficult than simply taking!
over old laws. It subjects the whole
matter to renewed public scrutiny.

The section 29 decision is meant
to apply to the TBVC states as well
as South Africa. Clearly this will not
happen immediately in the absence
of Ciskei and Bophuthatswana from
the Negotiating Council. But natu-
rally the ambit of the repeal will!
extend to all former parts of South§
Africa once their reincorporation is |
accomplished. ‘

If they are serious about their
commitment to human rights, the
homelands should likewise have no
regrets about this odigus law. which
has caused so much suffering to so |
many people. i
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THD YZARS DOWN THE ROAD: And many probes later, the Goldstond
Commission is still playing a major role in tackling the violence |

Leaving no ston
unturned

THESE days, the commission rarely
makes the headlines. However, its work
is far from done, and it has been
suggested that it should be made a
permanent structure, writes
Chief Reporter JOHN PERLMAN.

NY soccer referee will tell you that

while “firm” and “fair” are cornpliments

indeed, the highest accolade is anonymi-

ty: when your performance causes so

little controversy and distraction that

people leaving the stadium pause to say
“great game ... who was the ref, by the way?” The
anslogy does not quite fit the Goldstone Commission —
the judge, it should be said, has often felt more like the
football than the referee.

But the commission has, in less than a year, gone
from being an institution that hit the headlines every
other day to one that hardly makes the pews. And that
doesn't bother those involved in the heart of its work.

This time last year, Goldstone Commnission investi-
gators made a dramatic raid on a Pretoria building
which housed a secret division of Military Intelligence
called the Department of Covert Collection.

DOCUMENTS seized showed that this unit, 48

members strong, had been engaged in a campaign to
discredit the ANC = with the full approval of MI's
leadership. It was pretty dramatic stuff, not least be-
cause of the aftermath, in which a number of senior
officers lost their jobs. And this. for many, was exactly
what the Goldstone Commuission was meant to do —
investigate, banﬁ on doors. Act. i
Mr Justice Richard Goldstone, the commission’s
* Head, immediately asked President de Klerk for greater
powers to probe thoroughly ali public and private secu-
Tity forces and armies. De Klerk declined.
- Twelve months later, and just more than two years
* since the commissicn was sat up — it was appointed oo
Octcber 24 1991 — there is only one major nquiry
still in progress. It concerns attacks on policemen, and
it is drawing to a close
The Goldstone Commission is decidedly low-profile
these days for two reasons, neither of which has any-
thing to do with lack of work. One i3 that much of the
commission’s work is now being done by investigation
units set up in Septemnber last year.

The other is that Goldstone and the
other commussioners have indicat-
ed that they see what they call
“pro-active inquiries” as the most
important part of their work. -

* A recent exarnple of that is the
commission’s probe ints how vio-
lence can be kept to a minimum at
election time. Its recommendations
are likely to take concrete form as

the Independent Electoral Commis-

. sion moves into action and April 27
draws closer.
. The commissioners took particu-
lar satisfaction in their extensive
study of demonstrations. “I think
that was our biggest success,” said
one “That study and the agreement
that came out of it has helped to

. avoid massive violence.”

In September the Goidstone
omumission announced it would in-

. vestigate the effects of violence on
children. Some saw this as some-
thing of a departure, but one com-
russioner said “If we don't do it,
who will? Tens of thousands of chil-

* dren have been affected by vio-
lence. There 1s huge potential for
them to commit violence in the
coming years.”
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-demopstrations and election vio-
Jence, Goldstone will insist that
comumissioners open themselves to
interpational experience.
Yesterday, Goldstone announced
_astep to deal with a2 more immedi-
ale threat - an inquiry prompted
by political and other organisations
providing their members with mili-
tary trainog.
Experience will have told Gold-

-~ Stone that the question of whether

communities should organise and
train community-based self-protec-
tion or self-defence units will be do-
minated largely by political parties
throwing stones to justify their use
of sticks, and the police raising dis-
approving eyebrows. But the subse-
quent discussion points make it in-
evitable that some useful recom-
mendations will emerge: how
should such defence umits be regu-
lated and made accountable? How

ghould thelr mernbership and arms
be recorded? How should they be
trained and armed? Cap current
legislation deal with this?

Clearly, first prize would be put-
ting a stop to private and party
armies. But that won’t happen, and
Goldstone will settle for bringing
the militias under tighter contrel
raising the political cost of defying
this and parrowing the areas of
confusion in the law.

This inquiry won't make waves
as it is unlikely to blame one
side and so set off a flurry of de-
nials on anothér. And, as with
every other Goldstone Coramis-
sion inquiry, its real impact will
depend on whether the Govern-
ment, political parties and secu-
nty forces decide to act on it.
“We are not an enforcement
agency,” said ope commissioner.
""At least there's more under-
standing of that now, There was a
time when pevple seemed to
think we were a second govern-
ment.”

When the investigation units —
26 lawyers, military men and po-
licemen — were formed last year,
many people seemed to think they
were a second police force, Dubbed
“The Untouchables” by the press,
Goldstone soon tendered them The
Unreachables — no interviews, no
pictures, no promuses. “Expecta-
tions go sky-high and we get trignt-

ened when. that bappens,” 3. com-
roissioner said at the time. "We
don’t want things to be so high-pro-
file unless we achieve successes
and our work deserves it.”

Since then the investigation units
bave kept a very low profile de-
spite carrying cut the bulk of the

commission’s work, a total of more
than 250 investigations. “Tney have
rlayeg a major roie in curbing vio- |
ence,” sald one person who works |
with them, “often stepping in be- |
fore things happen and avoiding
!gngth¥ and costly hearings.” A
Natal lawyer who has dealt with |
the units cornmended their “eqthu-
S1asm and expertise” but said they
were “still constrained by red tape
and the narrow terms” of the com- |
mission's referénce.
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Just how long the investigation
units will coutinue operating, and
in what form, is linked with the
fate of the commussion. Its initial
mandate was {or three years —
until October 1994 — but this wili
doubtless be revised by the new
government.

Mneh e lkaly to depend on how
the commission’s work is per-
ceived. Lawyers who have ap-
peared before the commission are
not without criticiem.

“1 third; the Goldstone Commis-
sion has been very successful at the
level of quick in-and-out solutions. [
don't think it has been particularly

successful at the level of detailed
inquiries” gays Johannesburg law-
yer David Dison. He made repre-
septations at three hearings, ap-
pearing for civic groups at an in-
quiry into killings in Tokoza, and
for the Weekly Mail and others
during an investigation into the
training of Inkatha members in Ca-
privi and a probe of claims that a
police unit was using “safe houses”
to launch hit-squad attacks.

“While we were busy with a
hearing into the Tokoza massacre
in 1991, 32 Battalion went into
Phola Park The commission was
very good at dealing with that on
the spot. They were very sccesgible
for a major event and provided
immediate arbitration. They couid
step in with an mstantaneous jus-
tice mechanism.

“But on the in-depth stuff, the
procedures have been too formal
using court-type procedures so that
a lot of the black witnesses have
just been demolished. High-power-
ed teams of police lawyers have
been able to demolish a lot of the
positions that the anti-apartheid
people have brought in. Sometimes
it was allowed to become an adver-
sarial procedure in which both
sides got rubbished. Like every in-
stitution of change in this country,
the Goldstone Cormumission is over-
stretched,” says Dison,

HOWEVER, he believes

that inquiry procedures are being
changed and the probe units are
getting more power and funds.
“We haven't seen the effects of
that yet - and don't forget that
Goldstone came in with a three-
or four-year mission in his brief.
It's a very important ¢commission
and I don't see it ending after the
elections. It should become a per-
manent structure”

Azhar Cachalia, an attorney who
has appeared for the ANC before
the comrnission, belleves Gold-
stone's appointment generated un-
realistic expectations. “Because of
the way the police had conducted
{nvestigations, a lot of people felt
that an independent commission
would sort out all the problems.

“A related problem is that all
political parties have not ap-
proached the commission as somie-
thing that has intrinsic value. In-
stead they have resorted to politi-
cal point-scoring, so when there has
been & finding in favour of a partic-
ular party it has said ‘we are vindi-
cated’. When the finding bas been
critical they fhave chosen to ignore
it. It has largely been the lack of
political comrmiitment and couruge
on the part of political role-players
that has caused further difficulty.”
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CACHALIA says the com-

mission's reports have been a
mixed bag. ranging from “very
good to appalling”. But where re-
commendations have beep useful
and “an important pardatick”. he
says, not enough has been done to
implement them. “Galdstone can't
make the recommendation and be
the implementing mechanism.”

Overall, Cachalla 23y, the Gold-
stone Commission hay been an im-
portant safety valve. “Pecple cap
look carefully at something rather
than just accusing each other.” He
cites the current nvestigation of
attacks on police as an example
“The police in the Vaal Triangle
have been giving evidence and
hearing what the other side has to
say, and the ANC has been giving
evidence and listening to the police,
No recommendations have yet
emerged, but 1 feel both sides are
learning from each ather and try-
ing to improve things.”

Cachalia realises that with vio-
lence still tearing townships apart,
people will look at the commission
and the Peace Accord and “"say
they have achieved nothing, I also
feel helluva frustrated But look at
it like this: What would have hap-
pened if they had not been there?”

on stop in betors things

happen, which — apart from purting ¢ ik on viclence — heips
1o avoed lengrhy ana contly hearings. All parthes invoived In gny
conflict howe an opportuaity to be heord,

PEAPEDRRDARRARGARA 25:A0 6, 9T




