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MATAMELA cvhi L RAMAPHOSA

General Secretary National Union of M neworkers. 1982 - 91

Secretary Ceneral, African Nationai Congress, 1991

1. Famly

Born in Johannesburg on 17 Novenber 1952. Cyrii Ramaphosa is the second

of the three children of Erdnuth and the | ate Sanuel Ramaphosa, who was a
policeman. He grew up in Wstern Native Township and Soweto. attending a

local primary school and Sekano- Nt oane Hi gh School in Soweto, before

becom ng a boarder in 1970 at the Mhaphuli H gh School in Sibasa, Northem
Transvaal , where he matriculated in 1971.

2. University

In 1972 Ramaphosa registered at the University of the North (Turfioop) for a

B. Proc degree. He becane involved in student politics and Joined the South

,, rimaAfrican Students’ Organisationi Sase) in 1972. sewi ng as chairman of the
Student Christian Mvenent (SCM. an organi sation dealing not only with
christian issues. but also those politicai. noral and social issues which affected
bl ack peopl e.

3. Detention

in 1974 a pro - Frelino rally was organised at the university and as a result
Ramaphosa was detained for 1lnonths under Section 6 of the Terrorism Act

at Pretoria Central Prison. He spent the entire period in detention in soiitary
confinenent. On his rel ease. Ramaphosa becane active in the Black People’s
Convention (BPC). holding posts on various commttees. He obtained articles
with a Johannesburg firmof attorneys at the sane tine.

in June 1976 foll owi ng the outbreak of unrest in Soweto. Ramaphosa was

again detained in terns of the terrorismAct. this tinme being held for six nonths
at John Voster Square.

4. Legal Profession

Onhi s-rei ease he continued his legal articles but in 1977 noved to a new firm
of attorneys. He studied through the University of South Africa and obtained 7w
" 7 hisB. Free in 1981 '. He conpleted his articles in the same year. but before
being adm tted as an attemey | oined the Council of Unions of South Africa
(Cusa) as an adviser in its legal departnent. H s involvenment In the trade

uni on nmovenent arose fromhis disillusionment with what he viewed as the
nmercenary aspects of private |egal practice. and he sought the freedomto help
peopl e through the | abor novenent.



5.

The National Uni on of M neworkere

In August 1 982 the Cusa national conference decided to forma National Union
of M neworkers (NUM. In Decenber Ranaphosa became NUMs first genera
secretary. The union. which initialiy represented 6000 workers on ei ght m nes,
by 1966 had a nenbership of about 340 000,- and was the first unregi stered
trade union to be recognised by the Chanber of Mnes as representatives of

bl ack m newor kers.

| ssues with which Ramaphosa becane invol ved included the removal of racia
discrimnation In the mning industry; equal pay for African m neworkers doing
work legally reserved for whites; changes in the | eave system | ncl udi ng annua
paternity leave to enable narried nmigrants to see their famlies; extension of
the white unionsi pension fund to bl acks; protection for workers on the

i ntroduction of new technol ogy; changes in the hours of work; representation
of miners on the Chanber’s safety conmttees; and the introduction of a bill of
rights dealing with safety |Issues for mners.

I n Septenber 1984 Ramaphosa was involved in the first-ever |egal strike of

bl ack mi neworkers in South Atrica. Hamaphosa was | nvol ved as conference

organi ser in preparations |leading up to the Iaunch of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (Cosatu). a super-federation of trade uni ons which

i ncl uded the National Union of M neworkers and unions affiliated to the
federation of south African Trade Unions (Fosatu). Ranaphosa gave the

keynote address at Cosatu’s launch rally. held in Durban in Decenber 1965.

In March 1986 he was part of a seven-person Cosatu del egati on whi ch net

with the African National Congress and the South African Congress of Trade

Uni ons in Lusaka. Zanbi a.

In July 1986 Ramaphosa went into hiding after security police swoops on the
honmes and offices of political activists. He travelled to the united Ki ngdom and
appeared with NUM president. James Mdtiatsi. at a conference of the British
National Union of M neworkers in South Wl es.

I n August 1967 a deadl ock in NUM wage negotiations with the Chanber of

Mnes led to one of the |argest strikes in the country’s history. involving 40 gold
and coal mnes. The nunber of strikers was estimated at between 222 000

and 340 000. but workers were eventually called back to work without w nning
the increase they demanded. In addition. nine miners died in clashes. 500
were inlured. 400 arrested and sonme 46 000 fired (although nost of these were
reinstated). NUM I ost about 50 000 nenbers after the strike and had to cope
with the disillusionment of members. However. NUM proved it could sustain

a long strike and that it had substantiai support in the mning industry.

I n Septenber 1997 Ramaphosa was refused a passport to travel to Britain but

in October1987, when he becane the first recipient of the Diet Paine prize,
was permitted to travel to Stockholmto receive it.



Cvic Politics

Ramaphosa was al so active in politics in Soweto. in Decenmber 1988 he and

ot her prom nent nmenbers of the Soweto comunity net Soweto’ e mayor to

di scuss the rent boycott crisis. He has played a prom nent role in nost of the
canpai gns of the Mass Denocratic Myvenent, including resistance to the
Labour Rel ations Amendnent Bill.

At the 1989 NUM congress held between 12 and 16 April. a resolution was
adopted calling for an anti-apartheid coalition to be forned and the concept of
an anti-apartheid conference was nooted. This eventually led to the
Conference for a Denocratic Future in Decenber 1989.

I nvol verent with the African National Congress

in January 1990 Ranaphosa acconpani ed rel eased ANC political prisoners to
Lusaka, Zanbia. where a three day sunmit was held to discuss strategies for
the ANC in the light of the new approach by State President de Klerk.
Remaphosa served as Chairman of the National Reception Conmittee. which
co-ordi nated the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a and subsequent wel cone rallies
within South Africa. and al so became a nmenber of the International Mndel a
Recepti on Committee together with others such as Fr Trevor Huddl eston.
Jimy Carter and M khail Gorbachev. At the ANC national conference held in
Durban in July 1991. Ranmaphosa was el ected Secretary CGeneral of the

organi sation. in this capacity he becane the head of the Negotiations

Conmi ssion of the ANC and participated in the Conference for a Denobcratic
South Africa (CODESA). He serves on its working group dealing with
constitutional principles and the constitution-naking bodyl process.

Duri ng Cctober 1991 Ramaphosa was a visiting Professor of Law at Stanford
University in the' U S A

Ramaphosa is married to Nomazizi and they live in Jabul ani, Soweto.



