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TENSE taxi commuters will find out this
rnorning whether 4 week-long minibus taxi

bovcott has been called off. following con-

L

The SA Tazi Drivers’ Uniop said it would
decide today, after & critical meeting with
the Johanpesburg City Council. traffic de-
partment, police and ANC anad Cosatu offl-
cials. whether to call off a protest that had
crippled city ceptre businesses.

But & breakaway section of the drivers,
gupported by the SA Black Taxi Associ-
ation (Sabta), resumed operauons at the
weekend in defiance of the union decision

én Thursday.

Council management committee trans-
port chairman Paul Asherson esumated
yesterday that the protest might have cost
the taxi industry as much as R10m in lost
revenues in the Johannesburg area.

Asherson called for & halt to the 15501ng
of taxi permits after weekend reportsthat
Johannesburg Road Transportation Board
officials were suspended following a cor-
ruption probe into the isswing of permiis.
He said the unrestrained issuing of permuits
had forced the taxi industry to grow and
prompted much of the conflict in the
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hope for end to taxi contusion

InGustry.

Taxl industry repressntatives and muni-
cipal officials needed to be represented on
the board to shape tax policy in the area.

Asherson aaid he was concerned about a
saction of the taxi drivers who were “sing-
ing off their own songsheet” and were not
represented formally by exsting taxi bo-
dies, because it was difficult 1o commulbii-
cate with them.

Taxis appearsd to be operating normai-
ly in the Johanpesburg area at the week-
end. although police reported that a taxi
driver was ordered by gunmen to return 1o
Eldorado Park on Saturday moring.
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Taxi

The breakaway drivers reportedly de-
cided at a meeting with ownergs at the
weekend to begin ferrying commmuters
again, because demands for the release of
impounded vehicles and those arrested in
last week's protest had been met.

At the weekend the union proposed a
four-point plan to resolve the erisis. Sapa

reports.

It suggested the council impose a mora-
torium on fines issued to taxi drivers for
picking up commuters randomly until the
council demarcated minibus stopping bays
in the city centre.

The plan also proposed a joint taxi driv-
er, ¢ity council and taxi owner association
forum which would draw up an education-
al programme to Improve commuter safe-
ty and a code of conduct for tax! drivers.

An ombudsman to protect the interests of
the general public was also proposed.

Today's meeling is also expected to look
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into demands for an end to police inter{er-
ence in disputes between taxi drivers and
authorities and “harrassment” by traffic
and police officers.

Officials from parties to the talks spent
Friday in caucus meetings to prepare the
way for a major breakthrough today, ANC
PWYV spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said.

Cosatu official Sam Shilowa has sald
once the immediate issues related to the
protest have been solved, the union will
|look into establishing some form of collec-
tive bargaining with taxi owners.

On Saturday the PAC called on all peo-
ple involved in the Johannesburg taxi cri-
sis "not to aggravate tensions among the
oppressed”.

PAC spokesman Mark Shinners said

those Involved In the crisis should explore

all avenues of communication to achieve
their objectives.
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