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Commuters
TENSE tut enmuters will {the out thie

morning whether a weelt-loug mmbus tan

bovmtt he: been milled all. tollowlng con-

tus'ion among drivers over the weekend.
with some resuming normal set-wces. , _

The SA ’l‘axl Drivers' Union said it 'wntud
decide today, after I critical meeting With

the Johannesburg City Council. traffic de-

partment. police and ANC and Cantu offt-

elnls. whether to call oft e protest that had

crippled city centre husmases.

But a breakaway section of the driver;

supported by the SA Black. Thu Assoc:-

ation (shhtal‘ resulted operations at the

weekend in defiance of the men deenlen

am Thursday.
Council management committee trans—

port chairman Paul Ashenon esumated

yesterday that the protest might have cast

the tan industry as much as mm m lost

revenues in the Johannesburg area. .

Ashemm called for a halt to the lsautng

ol taxi permits atter weekend reportsthat

Johannesburg Road Transportation Board

officials were suspended following a cer-

ruptlon probe lnto the issuing of permts.

Heme the unrestralned iuumg of permlts

had forced the taxi lndustry to grow and

prompted much of the conflict to the

Taux-iytndum repremtanvee and muni-

cipal 0mm]: needed to he represented on

the board to Ihape taxi pulley in the area.

Ahhemn and he was concerned about a

section of the taxi drlven who were “sing-

‘mg at! their own songsheet" and were not

represented (ormally by en'sttng tax: he-

dies. because it was difficult to communt-

cate with them. _

Tam appeared to be operatmg normal-

ly in the Johnneahurg area at the week-

end. although police reported that a taxi

driver was ordered by gunmen to return to

Eldorndo Park on Saturday morning.
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Taxi
The breakaway driver's reportedly de-

cided at a meeting with owners at the
weekend to begin lerrylng commuters
again. because demands for the release of
Impounded vehicles and those arrested in
last week's protest had been met.
At the weekend the union proposed a

four-polnt plan to resolve the crisis. Sapa
reports.

It suggested the council impose a mora-
torium on fine: issued to taxi drivers for

plcltlug up commuters randomly until the
council demarcated minibus stopping hay:
in the city centre.
The plan also proposed a joint taxi driv-

er, clty council and taxi owner association
forum which would draw up an educatlon-
al programme to lmprove commmer safe-
ty and a code of conduct tor taxi drivers.
An ombudsman to protect the interests of
the general public was also propoxed.

Today's meeting is also expected to look

[3 From Page 1
into demands for an end to police interfer—
ence ln dispute: between taxi drlven and
authorltles and “hanmment" by traffic

police olllcersv
Offlelale from parties to the talks spent

Friday in caucus meetings to prepare the
way for a major breakthrough today. ANC
PWV spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa sald.

Cosatu official Sam Shilowa has said
once the immediate issues related to the
protest have been solved. the union wlll
look into establishing some form 01 collec-
tlve bargalnlng with taxi owners.
On Saturday the PAC called an all peo-

oppressed".
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their objectives.

 

 

ple involved in the Johannesburg taxi cri-
5].! "not to aggravate tensious among the

pokeaman Mark Shlhners said
those Involved In the crisis Should explore
all avenues of communication to achieve
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