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GLYNIS O'HARA
Toyi-toyi in the Civic
Theatre?

People have been jailed
for much less in the past.

But this weekend the
Civic succumbed to a de-
lirious crowd that chanted
“Siyaya”, toyi-toyied like
crazy and gave ANC pre-
sident Nelson Mandela an
emotional escort as he left
the theatre. .

It has to be said — it
was a historic day. The
first time the portals of
the one-time snob theatre
of Johannesburg had re-
sonated to freedom songs
and ululations and widely
representative culture had
been presented.

The occasion was the

opening day of the ANC’s
Culture and Development
Conference, running for
the rest of this week in the
theatre during the day,
while Mbongeni Ngema’s
Magic At 4 am takes to
the boards at night.
Yellow, green and
black drapes adorned the
flagpoles outside.

Inside, huge colourful
banners unfurled from the
ceilings, proclaiming such
messages as: “There shall
be peace and friendship”
and “The land shall be
shared among those who
work it”. A banner sport-
ing a butterfly took pride
of place in the upper
foyer.

In his opening address,

The day the
Civic Theatre
succumbed ...

given courtly treatment
by an enthusiastic praise
poet, Mandela said: “The
ANC does not own cul-,
ture. Creativity has no
fences, expression is free.”

He added that culture
should bridge chasms, be
inclusive, and build dig-
nity and pride and that
freedom of expression
would help create a non-
racist, non-sexist, civil so-
ciety.

His speech commenced
with a one-minute silence
for National Chairman
Oliver Tambo, who died
on Saturday morning.

Mandela also said
South Africans had to
move from protest, defi-
ance and resistance to re-
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-EXTRA SPECIAL 5-DAY TOURS
INCLUDING THE MOST LUXURIOUS TRAIN IN THE WORLD

A) DEPART WEDNESDAY 16:30, PRETORIA TO CAPE TOWN FOR A 2 NIGHT
LUXURIOUS ROVOS RAIL — 2 NIGHTS AT THE FAMOUS LANZERAC

AY WINELANDS TOUR —
NDAY

A
B) DEPART THURSDAY SAA TO CAPE TOWN — 2 NIGHTS AT THE FAMOUS
LANZERAC HOTEL IN STELLENBOSCH, BED/BREAKFAST — FULL DAY
WINELARNDS TOUR — SATURDAY 11h00 DEPART CAPE TOWN ON LUXURIOUS
ROVOS RAIL TO ARRIVE PRETORIA MONDAY 12:00
(AVAILABLE ON 28/4; 12/5; 02/6: 14/7. 09/8: 11/8; 15/9).

EXCEPTIONAL RATES R2 495 per person SHARING
TEL: (012) 323-6052. FAX: (012) 323-0843
(PHONE FOR OUR VERY SPECIAL MOCAMBIQUE PACKAGE DETAILS)

Join the exciting and
challenging field of PR!

] TV/Radio/PressLiaison

L. ProductLaunches
] Conferences
f_.] Exhibitions {
] Journalism
] House Journals

73 Corlett Drive Birnam : (011) 887-
173 Jeppe Street Jhb. : (011) 29-3631

Part-time, Full-time
and Correspondence

‘Birnam
Business
2540 CO

28 Years of
Educating for Success

Culture vuiture . . . Nelson Mandela and praise poet at the opening of the ANC’s Culture and
Development Conference. Hundreds of guests watched a varied programme on the opening

day. The conference continues all week. (Picture: Motlhalefi Mahlabe)

construction, from slogans
and rhetoric to construc-
tive programmes.

And he paid tribute to
the work of artists: “Dur-
ing the worst years of op-
pression it was the arts
that articulated the plight

‘and democractic aspira-

tions of our people.”

Mandela was accom-
panied by one of the inter-
national guests to the con-
ference, a member of the
Minorities Commission of
India and former Minister
of Culture for India, Mr S
Varadarajan, a dignified,
greying man wearing
white.

Delegates included cul-
tural workers and leading
arts personalities from
around the country.

The first half of the day
consisted of a rich and re-
warding programme,
showing just how good we
can be in diversity. Enter-
tainment ranged from
poet Willie Kgotsitsile to
the Pact Dance Company.
The musicians were Vusi
Mahlasela, Johannes Ker-
korrel (both great hits),
Muse Afrika Muse (a
Soweto chamber music
ensemble). The ANC’s en-

tertainment troupe the

Amandla Cultural Ensem-
ble performed a selection
of traditional dance
forms.

Stand-up comic Japan
Pohlwana kept the flag
flying for vernacular com-
edy and the audience
loved it. -

After interval, more
dance took the stage, with
beautifully elegant dances
from the Transvaal Chi-
nese Association and the
Sangeeta Nataka Acade-
my with Indian classical
dance before the Pact
Dance Company present-
ed Susan Abraham'’s
Bloodsport danced by
Candice Johnstone and
Melody Putu, accompan-
ied by Andre Abrahamse
(bass) and Reuben Sa-
muels (drums).

The Johannesburg
Dance Foundation per-
formed extracts from
their Outreach pro-
gramme and Soweto’s Ri-
shile Dancers, a mix of
impi and gumboot styles,
had the audience hugely
entertained. They were
followed by the Amam-
pondo traditional dancers,
a solidly rural, traditional

outfit.

In the lunch-break, the
transcendent voices of
Imilonji kaNtu, the choir
who couldn’t make their
stage appearance, filled
the foyer of the Civic.

Yesterday, ANC Sec-
retary-General Cyril
Ramaphosa and Head
Of International Affairs:
Thabo Mbeki were due
to give addresses, as
were Barbara Masekela
and Wally Serote, head
of the Department of
Arts and Culture. Pro-
fessor G T Sirayi was to
present the findings of
the Museums, Monu-
ments, Archives and
Heraldry Commission
— one of the many hot
potatoes on the agenda.

Today sees a presen-
tation on the Language
Commission, and a pre-
sentation on arts and
education from the Cen-
tre for Education Policy
Development.

Tomorrow, there is to
be a televised debate on
Performing Arts Coun-
cils, and working groups
are to be convened,
while on Thursday
there’ll be a presenta-

_the University of Fort

tion on the Development
and Support of Commu-
nity Arts.

Friday is to see the
presentation of reports
from working groups.
These will cover areas
like film and broadcast-
ing. These will cover
areas like film and
broadcasting, language,
literacy, dance, music
theatre and the visual
arts.

Saturday sees a presen-
tation by Wally Serote on
State and Culture and the
introduction of the Board
of Trustees. The latter is
seen as a board that will
keep the work of the con-
ference going. Members
thus far include: author
Nadine Gordimer; Profes-
sor S Bhengu, rector of

Hare; Frank Meintjies,
writer and director of
community based de-
velopment; Gail Mloko-
ti, Community Rela-
tions, Eskom; Welcome
Mthimkulu, deputy
chairman of Cosatu in
North Natal; and Pro-
fessor J Gerwel, rector
of the University of the
Western Cape.
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How to earn cash
quickly and easily

flair for figures coupled

ith a Bimam Bookkeeping
course hasadded up to unparalleled
success for Sylvia Borstein.
Formerly a housewife, Sylvia had
not worked ina commercial
environment forover 21 years, "l was

too busy bringing up childrenand

looking after my home to get involved
inany type of career", says Sylvia.
Rising inflation and escalating prices
forced Sylvia to review her skills with
a view to re-entering the marketplace.
Sylvia completed a bookkeeping

course at Birnam Business College
with free training on computer. She
wrote the International Business

v Institute bookkeeping exam whichis

cognisedavorldwide. ok mmom it

Sylvianowworks as a fully fledged
bookkeeper fora small firm in Savoy.
Bookkeeping is the ideal career for
woman who want to combine time
with their children and a career by
working eitherat home or flexi-hours.

For further information 'phone

Birnam Business,Callege., 14
73 Corlett Drive Biran T8l 887-2540" &
T3 Eppe Strect JHb! Tel, 20-3631 "+ = # =¥
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PERSONAL
COMPUTING

-- Diploma Course --

Every job or career today requires knowledge or
experience in personal computing - be it word
processing, accounting, graphics or simply the ability to
use a personal computer effectively. On completion of this
course you will have the PC qualifications and skills that
are so essential for success in business or the

professions.

Who should attend

Secretaries, PRO's, managers, administrative staff and
business professionals interested in acquiring PC skills to
carry out their duties.

Course outline

How to use a PC and modern business tools: Business
tools covered include: MS-DOS, Lotus 1-2-3, WordPerfect,
and dBASE. Practical business applications include
preparation of reports and business graphics.

Course starting dates and duration

DAYTIME

EVENING SATURDAY

Braamfontein

24 May, 29 Jun |12 Jun, 14 Aug

Rosebank 03 May, 14 Jun

03 May, 15 Jun |05 Jun

Pretoria 10 May, 05 Jul

02 Aug 10 Jul

DURATION |5 weeks

12 1/2 weeks |16 weeks

For further information, please call one of our Student
Advisers at our Campus in: Braamfontein:403-4121
Rosebank: 880-6720 and Pretoria (012) 322-6710
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"COMPLITER SCHOOL
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*SPECIAL"

14 HOURS OF DANCING
(INCLUDING PRIVATE LESSONS)
Normal price R399,00

foronly R4 99O

OFFER VALID UNTIL 30TH APRIL

OVER 21 YEARS ONLY
Join the fun filled world of
ARTHUR MURRAY and make
more friends in a week than you
would normally do in a year...fun,
special parties, and great functions
at great venues are all just a
phone call away.

ARTHUR MURRAY

JHB BRANCH ONLY 403-3044

OPEN 10A.M. - 10P.M. WEEKDAYS

YOUR FIRST LESSON IS FREE
AND PLACES YOU UNDER NO
OBLIGATION - OFFER DOES NOT
APPLY TO PAST OR PRESENT STUDENTS

DANCE
STUDIO
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