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1.0. since the. outbreak of violence that began in Natal the
country has, witnessed a scale of bloodletting hitherto
unknown. 53ti met ee provi ded by agenci es who have been nonitoring
the situation place the nunbers of those who have | ost their
lives in excess of 5,000.(11
Since the signing of the accord between the ANC and the | nkatha
Freedom Party on 29 January 1991, the scale or viol ence has not
di m ni shed. On the contrary, it has assumed a nore organi sed and
systematic chereoter.1n nany parts of Natal the viol ence has
taken on a random character, to an extent that it can be regarded
as directed against the community itself.
Death and the destruction of hones and property on such a scale
woul d be considered a national disaster in any sane society. The
scal e of the human tragedy al one provides sufficient notivation
for us to address you with our grave concerns.
1,;. Throughout the period in question there have been clearly
di scernible patterns in this unfolding violence that indicates
di sturbing features which by now shoul d have been noted and be
pre-oecupying the attention: of the authorities. W are, |ike many
others, alarned at the degree of inaction on the part of the
aut horities.
1.2. In alnost every instance of violence that has erupted on the
Reef, for exanple, the follow ng pattern has emerged. A group of
i ndi viduals, drawn froma specific area of the country, sharing
a conmmon | anguage and publicly identitying thenselves with a
specific political party have established control over a m grant
| ebourere’ hostel through not: of intimdation. Those who woul d
not submit to such pressure are subsequently driven out of the
hostel. These individuals constitute thenselves into a group
with insignia for cormmon identification (usually a red head
band). Supported by others of |ike purpose, buseed in from other
areas, they then stage a provocative arnmed denonstration through
the township, escorted by the police.
1.3. without exception, the townships that have suttered arned
denonstrations did not previously have any visible presence of
the I nkethe Freedom Perty.In all the cases in question the
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majority of participants in such denonstrations have been buseed
in fromother |ocalitiee.lnstehcee when the police have averted
attacks or deterred the perpetrators of such attacks are
extremely rare. Even anpbng eeeee where the assail ants have been
identified the number of them who have been arrested or charged
is derieory.

1.4.1n at least five separate incidents, all of which occurred

on the Reef during the past nine nonths, arned gangs of nen have
| aunched wel |l organi sed end coordi nated attacks agai nst commuters
on the trains between the townshi ps and Johannesburg city
centre;on the hones of bereaved families during funeral vigils;
and on sel ected hoetel e. Those responsible to: these actions are
di stingui shed by their renmarkabl e capacity to evade detection by
the police and other security eervieee.ln each of these instances
the authorities were advised well in advance

precautionary neasures but they failed to do so.

1.5. Since 22 July 1990, on at |east three separate occasions
when the authorities were summoned to eeeiet or to avert

vi ol ence, they have thenselves conmitted acts of violence that
have resulted in deeth. A case in point is that of Sebokeng on 3
Sept enmber 1990. Thirty eight (38) people had been killed in a

01 in Sebokeng. A judicial inquiry

nbers of the South African Defence

Force, who had been called to the scene to contain e potentially
expl osive situation, opened fire on a crowd, killing tour persons
and inflicting grave injuries on several others.

An equal |y disturbing case is that which occurred in Deveyton,
Benoni, on 24 March 1991. The known facts indicate that after a

re bussed into Deveyton, a provocative

teged fromthe hostel: to a nearby

en advi sed of the

probability of violence by township residents end.vere patrolling
the streets. A group of residents, concerned, because of the arned
denonstrati on, eesenbl ed on an open space to discuss their
response. The Police opened fire on this group in en unprovoked
attack, causing the deaths of at |east 12 persons.

Every effort had been nmade by the | ocal civic association to gain
the cooperation of the Police.hn agreement had even been reached
that no armed denonstration will be permtted and that those
heari ng any weapons woul d be di earned. The Police did not honour
this agreement and permtted en arned denonstration. And rather
then building on the spirit of trust, established through

previ ous negotiations, fired on an unottendi ng crowd. A nunber

of those injured in this incident have subsequently been
arrested, sonme taken fromtheir hospital beds, and are in

detenti on.

The Police have made counter clains to the effect that they were
under etteck.Beeed on, previ oue experi ence we have reeeon to pl ace
confi dence in these clains.

An alarming teeture of the violence is the role being played by
the Kva-zulu Police in support of armed groups in |aunching



attacks an specific arees.1n January 1991 a | arge conti ngent of
armed men, reinforced by the Kwe-Zulu Police invaded the Ndwendwe
tree at Osindisweni and nade of! with 30 head of cattle.

1.7. There has been a startling increase in the use of automatic
weepens, assault rifles and other firearns on the Reef since

sept enmber 1990. Despite repeated extort: on the part of the
ANC, ci vlcs and other denecratic bodies to assist the Police and
ot her governnent intelligence services with information
pertaining to these arns and the trade in arns, not a single
arrest has been nmade and not a single arms cache uncovered, nor
has the supply line been interrupted. The apparent incapacity of
the South Azrican authorities in this regard beggars description
2.0.1t 15 iViulnt Li’umum ubsuxvntiun and shut of ether: that-
the peaks in these waves of violence coincide uncennily with ANC
| aunehed campai gns and wi th nass canpai gn: |aunched by ot her

el enents of the denocratic novenent.

Recent prone

denocrati ¢ and unpopul ar structures

popul ati on by government, indicate that it is their intention to
resi st expressians of opposition ta these bodies by a resort to
armed intimdation and violence. (21 Direct |inks between such
expressed intentions and the acts of violence that have occurred
have been drawn by this sane individual.The cancerted effort to
draw councillors into the ranks of Inkatha Freedom Party with the
promise that it will protect them agai nst mass pressure, also
suggests the intention of using violence to ward of f demands that
councillors resign.

It is the considered opinion of the ANC that it is inconceivable
that the authorities |ack the eepacity or the skill to prevent
rhn viol ent deeds we have enunerated. W suspect that, at best,
the feeble response on the part of the state betrays an absence
or will to take measures adequate to avert viol ence, detect and
bring the guilty parties to justice, because the perpetrators of
this violence are providing a |line of detence tor governnent
institutiens that woul d otherw se have been rendered

dysfuncti snel

2.1. Since the outbreak of this current cycle of violence there
has been an aval anche of charges of Police partielity, connivence
and conplicity in acts of violence.hpart fromshrill denials trem
the relevant mnistry, no adequate expl anati on has been
forthcomng regarding the acts or omiseiens o: the authorities.
It is evident that the killings, meimngs end beatings that have
occurred have greatly inflaned feeling: at ethnic antagoni sm
among various sections of the African people; have distracted
public attention fromthe root causes of poverty, hunger
deprivation and went in our country, and have rendered it nore
difficult to achieve united action anong the African people to:
general |y accepted and conmendabl e goal s.

Those responsi bl e for formenting this violence have the clear
intention of sew ng divisions and staking up a psychosis of feet,



i nsecurity and nutual distrust among the African people. At the
seme-time, they hope to prey on the worst tears and prejudices
of mu: White conpatriots and thus make them nore apprehensive
about a denocratic transformation.

We are persuaded that the governnent’s evident reluctance to act
0

with expeditien end vigour against the inetigetors of this

vi ol ence betrays e hope that their actions will rebound to the
government’s favour 1n the short and intermediate term

2.2.The inpact of this cycle or violence is that it has raised
the coste/riske entailed in. being a nenber of or or being
identified with the ANC and its alliee.1ln certain cities and
rural exees it has resulted in Ino go areas’ from which ANC
menbers, activities and synbols are excluded, not by the | aw, but
by gangs of hoodlum end vigilantes. This is designed to weaken
the credibility of the axe, limt its scope tor growmh and
disintegrate its new | egal structures.

This has proved a far nore etfective neens of pelitice
repression than the | egal neasures previously enployed by the
state to crush the denocratic opposition.1ts eimis to inflate
the i mge of the I hkethe Freedom Party fromthat of a mnor to
.the rank of the third nmejor player on the political arena.

I

2.3.The ARC is of the view that the governnment’s equivoca
attitude to the cycle of violence reflects either an attitude
or cynical irresponsibility or is evidence of connivence et acts
of orgenised terror in the hope that they will succeed in
d.gtzgying or g-rennsny crippling the ARC

The governnent’s inaction calls into serious question its true
intentions and sincerity regarding the entire peece process and
the demecratisetion of South Arrice.In view of this the ANC
demands: ’

e That the governnent take |egislative measures during the
current session of parlianent to outlaw the carrying of

weapons, traditional or otherw se, at public assenblies,
processions, rallies, etc.

t The dism ssel of Mnisters Adrieen iVlek and Genera

Magnus Hel en from public office and the rusticetion of all _

the officers of the SAD? and SAP who beer direct

responsibility for the setting up, managenent, the crines

and m sdeneanours at the c.c. B. and other hit squads.

e The visible, public dismantling end disarm ng of al

speci al counter-ineurgency units such as the ihsxeris,
Battalion 32, the c.c.B., Keeveet,the z Squad, etc. and the
eeteblishnent ot a nmulti-perty conm ssion te oversee this
process.

t The i medi ate suspension fromduty of all Police atticers

and constables who were inplicated in the neesecres at

Sebokeng on 22 March 1990 and the comrencenent of | ega



preceedi nge agai nst thenthe i medi ate suspension from duty
of all the Police officers and constabl es responsible for
the shootings in Daveyton, Benoni on 24 Match 1991, pending
a Comm ssion of Inquiry into that incident.

e Satisfactory assurances that in future the SAP, BADF end
ot her security organs will enploy acceptable and civilised
nmet hods of crowd control; and that the issuance of live
ammunition to the Police on such occeeicns shell be

di sal | owed.

le Ettective steps are taken to begin the process of
phasi ng out the hostels and other |abour conmpounds and
transforming theminto famly unite and single occupancy
flats.

t The establishment or an independent Comm ssion of

Inquiry to receive, investigate and report on al

conpl aints of mscanduct by the Police and other security
servi ces.

2.4. It by 9 May 1991 these denands have not been net the ANC
shel | :

(3) Suspend_eny further discussion with the government on
the All Party Congress; and

(b) Suspend ell exchanges with the governnent on the
future constitution of our country.

5 April 1991.

Aggeggze: Roster of Significant Incidents of Police Inection
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1. 22 July 1990. Bebokeng, near Vereeniging. After an exchange
or correspondence between the ottices o: the law firm Cheadl e,
Thonpson and Heyeom the offices of General Erasnus of the SAP
and the Mnister of Law and order,werning of the inmm nent danger
of armed attack and violence in the event at an arnmed
denenstretion through the township by Inketha supporters, the SAP
did not disarmthe |Inkethe supporters; escorted themto A sports
ground in the township, fromwhere they |aunched an e attach an
"the residents which resulted in the |ose of at least 30 |ives.
To date no arrests have been nade.

2. July 1990. Atter repeated warnings to the offices or Cenera
Erasmus, General van der nerve and Mnister Viok, fromthe
offices or the law firm Cheadl e, Thonpson and Keysom that an
attack was being planned agai nst comuters on a train travelling
fromthe city centre to Soweto, at I|nhlazene station, no police
were dispatched to the station totdete: the attackers. An attack
i ndeed occurred and Police who arrived on the scene lete did not
intervene. No arrests have been nade.

3. 1 Septenmber 1990. At Temhi ea and Thokoza suffered an arned
attack by men veering the red-heed-hand recognition insignia.
Wtnesses to and victins of the attack attest’ to pelice
cenplicity and have identified specific police officers as

cul pable. The SAP responded to the alarmrai sed four hours | ate.
4, 28 Cctober 1990. Nel edi.An arnmed attack wee | aunched on the
townshi p residents by gang of armed nmen, sporting the red heed
bend recognition insignia. whe Police had previously been warned
to teke preventative neasures. 16 people killed and 33 injured!
6. 9 Decenber 1990. Thoxoze. Police warned of an inm nent attack
on residents by |Inkethe supporters; no deterrent actien was
taken. 9 people were subsequently killed, 58 were hospitalised,
47 of whom sust ai ned gunshot wounds.

7. 12 January 1991. Sebokeng. A hene-owner and ninister or the
church werned the Police of the clear and present threat of

attack on nourners et a vigil. No deterrent action was taken. 35
peopl e kill ed.
/9'd
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8. Zonxi' zizwe aquatter canp. Until it was attacked in Cctober
1929 EBB 8557 35g yeen a stronghold of the ANC. The attack
according to eyew tnesses and vi Eti ns, wee coniuctei by inkethe
supportars, wearing the red heed band for mutual recognition

with the support at the SAPaThe residents were 4;; evicted from
their shacks, their goods confiscated end the shacks occupi ed by
I nket he supporters. Net a single former resident restored to

hi s/ her hone and no arrests have been made.

9. 24 NMarch 1991, Muchison.|FP aupporters trom nyandezul u i nvaded
Muchi son. SADF drove the people out o: the area, permtting the

| F? supporters to occupy the area. Deepite repeated appeal: the
SAP have refused to assist the righttul hone-owners in recovering
,their houses.

10. 26 March 1991, Al exandra Townshi p.n bereaved ienily made
repeated requests for Police protection agai nst possible attack
on a :unerel vigil attack. The townshi p was under intensive
Police patrols as a declared hunrest area’, yet the Police took
very feeble steps to secure the nourners and w thdrew their guard
after a few heura, When the attack indeed occurred. though the
Police were within heering range they did not respond. 13 peeple
were killed. - ,

5th April 1991.
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