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Allow us to com

SA needs mvestments

Erend

not charity - Ackermaf

SOUTH AFRICA does not

‘need - or seek - charitable

'handouts from the interna-
tional community, according
to a leading ~ local
' businessman.

Speaking yesterday at the
World Economic and Agro Forum

in Davos, Switzerland, Mr
Raymond Ackerman, chairman of
Pick 'n Pay Stores Ltd said: ‘I
must stress that I'm not here with
a begging bowl.

““The South African economy
is eminently capable of develop-
ing its own potential if permitted
to do so. We simply ask that we
be allowed to compete openly for
investment capital, trade and de-
velopment loans in the world’s
financial markets.

Leaders

He was speaking to an
| audience including array of
world political and bysiness lead-
ers, like Wilfred Maartens, the

Dietrich Genscher, the German
Foreign Minister; Jan Vlielski, the
Polish Prime Minister; the

Deputy Trade Minister of Japan;
Sir James Goldsmith, the Interna-
tional financier, and some 700
senior delegates from the IMF,
GATT,
major international corporations.

Belgian Prime Minister; Hans-

the World Bank, and.
: Africa from sliding back into.

SN

RAY ACKERMAN

Should ' punitive economic
measures by Europe and America
perslst a new black government
in Pretoria may inherit an econo-

my not even able to satisfy the
demands and expectations of its
own population, let alone be able
to stimulate economic activity
elsewhere in Africa, he warned.

That could have dire con-
sequences for the country, he said.
““Economic decay will almost
certainly make it impossible for an
already-fragﬂe democracy to sur-
vive in a new South Africa, an un-
able to prevent the new multi-

democracies elsewhere in

ete openly for capital in international markets

authoritianism.
““South Africa’s future, there-
fore, is integrally linked with that

of Africa as a whole. Given inter--

national, economic and political
trends, it is realistic to suggest that
South Africa must become the
economic engine room of a con-
tinent which has steadily dropped
on the priority agenda of the de-
veloped world.

. South Africa was speedily and ir-

“Your govemments and com- -

pames are in a position to help all

in Africa achieve the ‘‘de facto”"

economic independence it so
desperately needs to legitimise 1ts
““de jure’’ political sovereignty”’,
he said.

Investment

South Africa would un-

doubtedly attract investment capi-

tal for it is seen by the internation-
al business community as being
both reliable and able to guarantee

" a decent rate of return.
- Already, in fact, a number of

leading world companies in the
food industry alone have ex-
pressed direct interest in investing
in South Africa.

On the subject of sanctions, Mr
Ackerman said in the light of

" President de Klerk’s announce-

ments at the opening of parliament

last week, these were no longer an

B s

issue.  There can be no doubt

reversibly on course to a new and

equitable political dispensation.
““Unfortunately,

political steps come at 2 time

when the world economy is pre- §

occupied with decreasing growth
rates and the problems of
reconstruction in eastern Europe.
Moreover, funds available for Af-
rica are not what they were, and
European trade and investment in
Africa igon a downward slide.

““We in South Africa are ideal= |

ly positioned to spearhead an eco-
nomic recovery on our continent.
We are better placed than most to
export skills, experience and tech-

nology into Africa: in spite of’|

sanctions (so vigorously applied
by northern nations) our economic
infrastructure is still the most
sophisticated on the continent.
The need for a strong, vibrant
economy in South Africa, there-
fore, has continental, and even in-
ternational lmphcatlons ¢

““South Africa_already trade}
with almost every ‘country in Afri-

ca - exporting products worth
some R5,6 billion last year - and

“despite sanctions, trade with Afri-

can countries increased by more
than 45 percent durmg the last 24
ths <

these bold
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- Mandela Witness Missing;

By CHRISTOPHER WREN
New York Times

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa
— The criminal trial of Winnie
Mandela stopped abruptly on
Monday when the prosecution
announced that one of its main
witnesses against her was believed
to have been kidnapped Sunday.

Mandela, wife of African
National Congress leader Nelson
Mandela, is charged with four
counts: of kidnapping and- four
counts of assault in the abduction
and beating of four youths who
were taken to her home.in Soweto
in late December. 1988.

The youngest, 14-year-old
James Moeketsi Seipei, was later
found with his throat cut. The

other three were freed.

On Monday, Winnie Mandela
formally pleaded not guilty to all
charges, as did three co-defen-
dants. Her chief bodyguard, Jerry
Richardson, was convicted last
year of Seipei's murder and sen-
tenced to death. He is appealing.

The trial began Monday after
two days of preliminary motions.

Jan Swanepoel, the lead prose-
cutor, requested a short recess to
fetch his first witness, Kenneth
Kgase, one of the three survivors
of the abductions and beatings.

They testified against Richard-
son and were expected to repeat
the charge, made during his trial,
that Winnie Mandela had taken
part in the assault. But Swanepoel

Trial Halted

returned to court to ask presiding
Justice M.S. Stegmann for a day’s
delay in the proceedings.

*| have just now been informed
that one witness was kidnapped
last night,”" Swanepoel said. I
don't know if it is true, my lord,
but if it is true, it is a very serious
development, because it will obvi-
ously intimidate other witnesses.”

The three witnesses, he said,
had been living under the care of
the Methodist Church at a house
in Johannesburg.

Stegmann adjourned the case
until today to give police time to
search for the missing witness,
who was identified as Gabriel Pelo
Mekgwe.

Ambush Kills 17

Seventeen people were killed
and 29 were wounded after gun-
men ambushed a motorcade of
; members of the Inkatha Freedom
e Party outside the town of Pieter-
maritzburg, South Africa, police
said Monday.

It was the worst single incident
of violence in Natal Province since
the African National Congress and
Inkatha concluded a peace
accord in Durban on Jan. 29.

David Ntombela, a local Inkatha
leader, accused “ANC people™ of
having ambushed the two buses
and a pickup truck that were
bringing Inkatha followers home
from a mass prayer meeting.

Associated Press

Uproar: Winnie and Nelson Mandela (left rear) arrive Monday at
the Rand Supreme Court as police scuffle with African National
Congress supporters.
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CAPE TOWN—The
meeting between Presi-
dent de Klerk and the
deputy Mpresident of the

r Nelson Man-
dela on Thursday, has
been postponed to Feb—
ruary 25. :

A statement from the
President’s office yester- :
day said the meetin%'
had been postponed 4
(tihe request of Mr Man-

ela. No further details
_were given.

Thursday’s ‘meeting
was to have discussed a ;
memorandum on educa-
tion submitted by the
ANC to Mr de Klerk on |
January 29, three days |
before the opening of g |

The memorandum ad- |
dresses several aspects |
of black education as
well as education i lsnufe
eral, and was a re: y
efforts by the Education 4
and Training Minister,
Dr Stoffel van der

logue’ on these issues. ,.

)
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CAPE TOWN—Trade
with An%gia was begin-
ning to e place now
and in the future it
would be South Africa’s
best partner in Africa,

Foreign . ‘fa%f\;,@ Dir- |
ral Neil van | plgined to the Angolans

ector-Gener.
Heerden said yesterday.
In an interview, Mr
van Heerden said Ango-
la was a very rich coun-
but ‘is not a bread
basket’. Entering into
trade with Angola
would be beneficial to
both parties.
Apparently, Angola
has wanted to enter into
formal trade with South
Africa since at least
1988, but the Govern-
ment had resisted be-
cause of the Angolan
civil war and the related -
tension, with the MPLA
Government accusing
S A of suxzﬁorting Unita
% destabilise the coun-

Various business ini-
tiatives have been start-
ed in the Yast few years
and especially since the
Namibian settlement in

business source, has
paved the way for a
warming of relations be-
tween the two countries.

Ceasefire
One of the primary at-
tractions for South
Africa are the rich oil
fields in Angola, which
could offer substantial
benefit to the economy.
Mr van Heerden said
he could forsee that in
the next two years trade
might be normalised
with Angola, but there
first had to be a cease-
fire in the country and
the peace process had to
be working before South
Africa would want to
make ané formal
arrangements. |

A ceasefire would
open all sorts of chan-
nels and therefore South
Africa had a strong vest-
ed interest in making' it
come to fruition.

_ ‘We have been work-
ing hard to get this

sible,’ he said.

Mr van Heerden’s
positive response fol-
lows an unusually
lengthy two-hour meet-
ing last Friday with
Angolan President Jose
Eduardo dos Santos in
Luanda, where they dis-
cussed Angola’s allega-
tions at the Joint
Commission talks that
South Africa had start-
ed to ;gsupgly Unita
with military hardware.

est tradin
\D felns

_craft violating FdI'(.s air-

Mercury Corrégpm&len

Angola claimed there
were many cases of air-

spaee. Mr van eerden
said it had been ex-

that there were many
other cp.g_mtnes’ who

1988 and, according t0 a « ~gocia] life of Angola,’

ceasefire as soon as pos-

werie supplying aid to
Unita, most notably the

Us.
_.‘We,know that there
‘are also other agencies

involved, said Mr . van
Heerden . y

He said the tempta-
tion for the MPLA to
blame South Africa was
always there and-the
Government had agreed
to deal with the allega-
tions on a bilateral basis
and had held extensive
talks about these.

Mr van Heerden said:

‘We continue to support
the right of the peog e of

\If;{ta to participate
fullyinthe%olitic and

d South Africa would
yut ?r‘essur;e on the
“Angolans to allow the
necessary medicine and
foodst&g, controlled by
aid agencies, to be deliv-
ered to Angolans in the
south of the territory.

Mr van Hefrgﬁn t;was
unequivocal that no
auth%rised flights had
left South African
territory to violate
Angolan airs&ace and
was firm that there were
neither official nor unof-
ficial activities with
Unita in violation of the
signed agreement.

Angola ‘will be S A’s,
' g %qrtner’ |
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ZQ Cohen hit, A
on the head

SIR — The United States Assi
i . sistant Sec
?t;tsntnalt;e for African Affairs, Mr Herman ggltx?x'ly
head when be saiy’ apche,Beil it on the
1 | ‘there is a traditi i
Scuthern, Aftes, of intolerance to oppositon
mm y’. Mr Cohen ex-
pressed the hope that the blac it
i . : lack leadership
b put aftgp to this before it became a civil
It is a great pity that world 1
; eade :
Mr Cohen have not, yet learnt, despit:le;s tﬁ%cm }
thtaryat %ﬁ'%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ-’f onet-k;l)arty states in Africa
) t ans there can ne .
:i,glot:’m:x?ds csé‘,lyg:i of government, witlr g:l P:pg(l:
power”. nly no such thing fls ‘shared
In South Africa we have whi . /Indis
: te.
;:gtgure@ and nine black ethnic diw:g;gdém
i their diﬂ‘grent cultures and languagé and
Wem;,li:sictiy is the root of our problem.
ady have civil war in Sout.h. i
glu:h té) ;?gc?s%t ;?at the white man is seenAuftl)'lg:
I a surrender of power. Th -
claredalmoftheANCistomakp th Afrie,
] South Afric
ungovernable and in th ¥ jve
CeMr i e vt e townships they havc\:
ohen mentions that R82 000 000 in Unit.
] in Uni
l(-;clil tslttates a@d will be given for black educatiort;
- 1s quite impossible for the white man to
Schools (and houses, hospitals, etc) to

keep up with th ill j
i aill)able. e black birth rate, nor will jobs

. The most sensi
be to establish clinics throughout the country

: lanning. ini:s
{iisaster faces this lovely courxl)try urfllgsscm
earn to control their urge to reproduce with-
out thought of the consequences. 4
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SAP’S THUNDERBOLT

THE MASSIVE crime pre-
vention operation launched
by the S A Police, Defence
Force and traffic authorities
at the weekend will be seen
as a huge success by most
people, if for no other
reason than the almost un-
believable number of sus-
Eects‘ that were appre-

ended and the equally
amazing range of crimes
with which they were con-
nected.

g

than 11 000 arrests
nade, in connection

with misdemeanours rang-
ing from stolen firearms,
cars and livestock to mur-
der, rape and possession of

%)ld, uncut diamonds
egal explosives.

Predictably, the ANC
made disapproving noises
and wanted to know the ra-

and

cial breakdown of those

held. But, again, most peo-
ple will agree that in the
wake of the current tremen-
dous lﬁmsﬂwing in crime, both
getty and serious, some ac-
ion was needed and will be
needed again. 2

Coincidentally, Defence

Minister Magnus Malan
chose this weekend to an-
nounce that more than a
billion rands are to be
lopped off the budget for
defence. ;

We ask what better way
can those rands be used
than to increase the re-
wards, the preparedness
and the striking ability of
the f)olice force to cope with
the lawlessness in the land?

Some observers have said
this lawlessness should be
seen in terms of the war-
front moving from the bor-
der between Namibia and
Angola into our backyards.
If that is the case, there
would be ample justifica-
tion for the use of that bil-
lion in the way we suggest.

It would also help to pre-
vent a recurrence of last
year’s pay-related mass de-
fections from the police
force, and in so doing raise
the standards of the crime
prevention efforts of the
S A P and improve the lot of
those whose unenviable
task it is to stand in the
‘thin blue line’.




Mercury Correspondent

CAPE TOWN—Brit-
ain wished to deepen
its relationship with

South Africa and
Prime Nﬁn{ster John

Major was ‘very |

much’ looking for-
ward to meeting

President de Klerk, |
the British Minister

for Overseas Devel-
opment, Mrs Lynda

Chalker, said yester- |

day.

Speaking at Tuyn-
huys before meeting Mr
de Klerk, Mrs. Chalker
said that Britain wished
to increase understand-
ing between the two
countries which was al-
ready on a firm footing
thanks to the ground-
work established under
Mrs Margaret Thatch-
er’s prime ministership.

Earlier, Mrs Chalker,
the first British Minister
to visit South Africa
since Mr Major’s rise to
power, announced sub-
stantial increases for
British scholarship pro-

es for disadvan-
g ed students in South
Africa.

Projects

Asked if changes in
South Africa could her-
ald further increases in
British aid to South
Africa, Mrs Chalker said
Britain had been stead-
ily working away at giv-
ing help particularly to
education and other
community projects
over the past five years.

Mrs Chalker said she
knew Mr Major was
keen’'on working not
only with South Africa
but with southern Africa
for peace, stability and
progress ‘because these
1 are the things that mat-
ter to all the people of
‘southern Africa’.

Britain had welcomed
Mr de Klerk’s opening of
Parliament address ‘and
I'm here to learn more
about what it entails’,
she said.

Exchange
Mr de Klerk con-

firmed that the talks

would chiefly focus on
British aid to South
Africa.

However, he added:
‘We will also use the op-
portunity to exchange
views generally about
South Africa’s position
and southern Africa’s
position in relation to
Africa. :

NEwsS

B:[’]_t@%!/\le‘&,u RN
unders

seeks ¢

tanding

lationship between the

{"South African Govern-
ment and the British

Government generally.’

Last night Mrs
Chalker met a variety of
community leaders and
the chairman of the In-
dependent Develop-
ment Trust,’Dr Jan
Steyn, at the home of
the British ambassador,
Sir Robin Renwick.

/Hugitive

féady to

By lan Hobbs

LONDON-—Self-con-
fessed political killer
Dirk ‘Coetzee last night
said he was prepared to
fly home immediately to
help Law and Order
Minister Adriaan Vlok
make the ‘full, complete
and very ugly’ details of
the alleged ‘Death
Squad’ murders public.

‘I want to tell him ex-
actly who the ver
senior-and powerful offK
cers in the police force
are who should be sus-
pended immediately —
and why,’ said Mr
Coetzee.

‘proqy is safe and
the police cannot be
trusted, not by Mr Viok
and certainly not by the
mmagmty of South Afri--
e and the ANC, until
these men are removed
from their positions of
great power,” said Mr
Coetzee.

= ‘We’w*in«obvﬁmymo‘r__-”
be talking about the re-

Coetzee
fly home

Mr Coetzee said what
he wanted first and fore-
most was State aid to
appoint a legal team for

elf in South Africa
— before he returned.

With guaranteed im-
munity, he was pre-
pared to return home
‘forthwith’ to have, first-
ly, a face-to-face meet-
ing with Mr Vlok.

In Cape Town yester-
day Mr Vlok said the po-
lice would do Mr Coet-
zee no harm if he came
back to South Africa to
give evidence about al-
leged hit squads in open
court. -

_He issued an open in-
vitation at the Cape
Press Club to Mr Coet-
zee to return to South
Africa and face the ‘final
test ... and that is the
test of an open criminal
court’.

‘The police will not
Prosecute him, the po-
ice will do him no
harm,’ he said."
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By Philani Mgwab
and Ingrid Oellermann

1Troops 1n to

\\ ‘\/\Q"( L\) 's:&

SECURITY force reinforcementsi’f"
were sent to the Taylor’'s Halt dis-
trict near Pietermaritzburg yester-
day where at least 17 people were
slain and a further 29 were injured
in an attack on busloads of people
returning from an Inkatha peace ral-

ly late on Sunday.

The scores of extra men were
brought to avert a possible revenge
attack by a group of Inkatha suggort—

had swelled to almos

ers whic
by early yesterday.

There were fears that a revenge at-
tack would take place during the

night

000

But as the Inkatha supporters were
on the march yesterday mo
KwaZulu Legisiative Assembly mem-
ber, Mr David Ntombela,
ersuade the angry group

cking the KwaShange area.

) By midday yesterday the

4.

\ \?e,\o“a- \qp\/‘

rning, a
from at-

oup had

dispersed and the situa ion was

stable.

Mr Ntombela said yesterday that

those killed were

Inkatha members

who were ambushed late on Sunday

while travelling

in two buses

from a

meeting at KwaQanda, a rural settle-
ment outside Pietermaritzburg.

Stayaway

The meeting was app
port-back on results o
peace
dom Party leader Mango

lezi and the ANC deputy

Nelson Mandela.

arently a re-
f the recent

talks between Inkatha Free-

suthu Buthe-
president

reve

us revenge

Tt is understood that the attackers
lined both sides of the road, firing on

managed to'{|’ .the buses with rifles and pistols, as

well as stoning them.

“The people are angry about the at- 5

tack and I had to dissuade them from
attacking KwaShange. No one went
to work because the people wanted to
o to KwaShange and avenge the
eaths of their friends and relatives,’
Mr Ntombela said.
Mr Ntombela said another 11 people
were injured in the attack and he ex-

pected more bodies to be found be- | .o strongest, possible terms’ and ex-

cause some tEeople had not returned
home since the attack.

In KwaShange, several residents
said a group from Elandskop had
stoppe
looking for people who lived in areas
where the ANC was known to have
support.

buses yesterday morning,

nt

T Mr Ntombela and two local chiefs,
Mr Nsikayezwe Zondi of Sweetwaters
and Mr Vusi Ngcobo, addressed thou-
sands of angry Inkatha supporters

‘One resident, who refused to be
named, said: ‘Schools are closed and

I ,j‘mog e did not go to work for fear that
thelr

‘homes would be attacked. Ev-

“erybody is armed and ready for a pos-

sible attack from Elandskop.’

The ANC last night invited
Inkatha, the PAC and other ‘anti-
apartheid organisations’ in Natal to
institute jointly a commission of in-

uiry to uncover those responsible for
the attack.

The ANC condemned the attack ‘in

tended ‘its deepest condolences to the
bereaved families and all those who
sustained injuries’.

@ Our Pietermaritzburg Bureau re-
ports that police were still combing
tﬁho% KwaShange district yesterday for

ies.

A police helicopter circled above :

the area vesterday.

who gathered in groups yesterday.

They urged them not
to take the law into
their own hands. The
crowds disbanded after
several hours.

An S A Police spokes-

' man, Maj Pieter Kit-

ching, said the dead and
injured had been found
scattered over a wide
area indicating they had
been fleeing.

The majority had bul-
let wounds or stab
wounds and some had
been hacked with axes.

The injured were ad-
mitted to Edendale and
Grey’s hospitals but by
late yesterday only two
victims remained in hos-
pital.

Maj Kitching said
when the buses were
stopped by gunmen who

' began shooting, many of

the passengers panicked
and jumped out of the

| buses and fled. The bus-

es drove off.

® See also Page 8 and
. Editorial Opinion |
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CONFUSION over who is

ing
tions Amendment
Winding ug
the ind:fen
than Naidoo
House of Delegates suppor
Greeted
responded:.‘I do not know
Clearly opting for a ne
‘Rather, T'will conclude by
in the
bondent)

Reddy

By Chris Whitfield,
CAPE TOWN—The
struggle for power in the -

House of Delegates re-
mained in g

Bill.,

major
for DPosition
dent de Klerk makes a
decision on the compo-
sition o the Ministers -
Counci], % -~ el sl
Mr de Klerk is exgect- s
move on the issue -
mMorrow o Thursday
and there i a growins
feeling here that, given : -
the present political sit-
uation, he ‘will’’ask: Dr .
J N Reddy and his: Min-
isters CounclL,tq:‘s.tay
on.t ¢ ":‘ﬁz""—m“ oo
- However," Mr; alani-
garix van, oné of]
0 S

3. C11]
the no-confidepde
bate on F}rlday:" Id ' Who

tipped. as ‘leader; of a

new alliance’p rty,
admitted yester-. -

that= tiw:a s

)i get

more memb;_-rs. o
No-confidengq 3
+:One Solldarlty;};mem-

alreadx:-hagged_--. -

p TSN

It is understood-the
New party — an alliance.
of Mr AmichandiR ja .
bansi’s 7
ble’s Pa_rtg',' indepen-
dents, the four Solidar-
ity members who defec-

and the nor; par-
ties in the House = will
be called the Republic
Party. o
However, it cannot

bank on the Support of
seven MPs who voted

against Solidarity in the

Parliamentaty hriefing
Confusion turns to mirth

House of Delegates turned to mirth yesterday dur-
the second reading debate on

his address to an
ent MP for Durban Bay M
asserted that

with cries of ‘Which

ouse support the Bj]

Political Corréépbﬁdent

i~ el

- terday

National”Peo- - tp

‘has had
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#

the ruling party in the
the Labour Rela-

extended committee

<

I Arulsivana-
‘the ruling party in the
ts this Bill”

members
S — (Political Corres-

y to ask

saf'ing that all

‘to stay on’

no-confidence debate.

hey are the three
Democratic Party repre- j
sentatives and four from
the Merit People’s
Party, -

That leaves the alli-

'ance with only 16 MPs

— three less than the 19
who stayed with Soli-
darity in the no-confi-
dence vote. - A

Defected . Tw o
In the clrcumstances,
President de Klerk,
would -Probably stick
with Solidarity’s Minis-
ters’ Council in spite of
the vote on Friday to

However, Mr Devan
Wwas confident more Soli-
darity members could
be convinced to join the
new party. -

On the other hand, Dr
Reddy saiq yesterday he
€xpected.some of the
So, darity members who
had defected to return

the fold. -

If the situation is not

ed before Wednes-
Dr Reddy may ask

- have it reconstituted.

the House and
hold an election. ...
Mr de Klerk was yes-
asked by the
Natal Indian Congress
and the Transvaa] Indi-
an Congress to disband
e. House of Delegates
and withhold MPs’ sala-
ries and-perks, writes
Veven Bissetty.

In a strongly worded
statement yesterda
the organisations sajd

Indian community
enough of this
mockery’ and therefore
‘urges you to disband
the HoD-, .

R AT

camp

The’

fonner
Sole

in 1989

‘Suzman, t,
for Houghton, was ho-
noured
a portrait of her:was
handed.
ment. ..

by. her d

burg, at
tended b

longest-servin as -
2 member of the United .
Party and

mgmll))er I?f the ’
‘Who broke awg rom -
the UP in 1959 4
the Progressive Party, . -
~She was the Progres-”»
sive Party’s

Ay

Portrait of Mrs Suzman
Thandqd over to Parliament

» *Mercury Correspondent T

VETERAN civi] rights

aigner He en

e former Mp

yesterday when

over to.Parlia._ .

pdrtrait ‘am‘ted ;
htp

Y a number of
coueague_s. )

voice

Mrs Suzman, who was
first elected to Parlia-
ment in 1953 ang retired ..

as South Africa’s
MP, w

was a leading

sole: repre:"-

to form -~

the Progressive Federa
Party, which became
the Official Opposition

in 1981 ang the Demo-
.cratic Barty, -

-.Dr.van Rensburgv de-

Scribed her ag ‘one of

the great

arliamentar-

ians of aJ] ime’

If you wanted to de-

bate with her, you hag

to

talking about
offab
oped
h

sa

OW what you were
Oor come
ad second. I devel-

d a great respect for
er

3 Dr van Rensburg
i : ;
Referring to the pend-

ing repeal of the Popula-

tion
Mrs
Wwas.once called a sub-
versive in the
Suggesting this.

egistration Act,
Suzman said she

past for

‘I would not say “I

told you so” but 1 would

11 MPs . think

it quite a lot,’

“Nasty - .. . ...
i She said she misseq

Paleiament', ‘particularly y

Jection,

e

lking’:;'_ prepars-

ate and"

nking up,_;nast,ymtt;ers
A8 o5 gl B .
Mrs Suzman added; ‘f
ven. miss fighting, with i

Harty Schwarz. ..




. KwaZulu Legislative Assembly member David Ntombela

(above) urged a crowd (right) at a hastily arranged
meeting at the Sweetwaters bus depot yesterday not to
retaliate after the Sunday night's bus ambush.
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oy bane, a Sebokeng nostel ‘rosi-
" dent, said he and & roommate,
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by WYNDHAM HARTLEY
and CRAIG URQUHART

THOUSANDS of Inkatha supporters were per-
suaded yesterday not to attack kwaShange — after
the toll of Sunday night’s bus massacre rose to 17
people killed and 29 wounded.

A stayaway had been called by Inkatha in the
upper Vulindlela area in response to the attack,
and more than 5 000 heavily armed men gathered
at Taylor’s Halt to seek revenge.

However, David Ntombela — a member of the
KwaZulu Legislative Assembly — interceded and
urged the people to exercise restraint.

A short while later, Ntombela, with senior
police officers, again interceded, this time in
Sweetwaters, where a spontaneous gathering of
Inkatha men wanted to avenge the killings.

The killings occurred when KwaZulu Trans-
port buses were returning to the rural settlement
of Sweetwaters from nearby Taylor’s Halt, where
the passengers had met local residents to discuss
moves to promote peace in Natal.

This followed the peace accord between ANC
leader Nelson Mandela and president of Inkatha
Freedom Party Mangosuthu Buthelezi two weeks
ago aimed at ending a bloody feud between sup-
porters of their movements which has claimed
more than 4 000 lives in the past five years.

Ntombela told the men, who were armed with
traditional weapons and firearms, that he was
speaking in his individual capacity and not as a
member of Inkatha. ¢

“We stand for peace and, although they call
me a warlord, I never killed anyone,” Ntombela
iaid&-"No one should take the law into their own

ands.”

ur g NaL WiTNess

Ntombela said there was:a definite feeling
among the chiefs that they did not want ANC
people intheir areas.

: “There were no guns on our people who were
killed at kwaShange — be patient, talk to God, and
the chief and indunas will tell you what to do,” he
said. He-added that the world:could now-see “who
is sparking the trouble all the time” and that it was
not Inkatha.

Police Captain Danie Meyer told the crowd

- ythat an attack on kwaShange would be pointless as
¥ there were only women and children left in the
area, and he urged the men to disperse peacefully.

In the meanwhile police discovered more bo-
dies scattered in the veld near the scene of the ori-
ginal _attack. Police spokesman Major Pieter
Kitching said spent shotgun and R1 cartridges
were also found.

The National Executive Committee (NEC) of
the African National Congress (ANC), in a state-
ment issued from Johannesburg, condemned the
attack in “the strongest possible terms” and ex-
tended condolences to the bereaved and injured.

The ANC invited the Inkatha Freedom Party,
thq Pan Africanist Congress and other anti-apart-
helq forces operating in the Natal region to jointly
:inst:tute a commission of inquiry into the inci-

ent,

. Inkatha national chairman Frank Mdlalose
said last night that peace efforts between Inkatha
and the ANC were still definitely on course. He
had diqcussed the bus incident with ANC national
executive member Jacob Zuma, and they had
agreed they would “jointly look into the matter”.

Mdlalose said there was still a strong commit-
ment to peace, and that the leadership of neither

-+ side wished to point fingers.

on’t take. reve

“We must investigatet tggﬁth,gr and then to-
i hat action to take.” !
gethle{l;gve:‘:gsvzhe ANC Natal midlands region
claimed in a press statement that peopée leal\)\:llsnog
an Inkatha meeting on Sunday attacked Gezu A
killing two elderly residents of the area. A
The statement sai(} ttt;le bé‘g:lcnllle:&s ?n :de v
bout some 0 e nents made by
;%li?:edas Ntombela’s meeting, yvh’gch again indi
cate their partiality in the conflict”. e
“Rather than, apportion BICES Jieve that an
before all the facts are known, e n
i dent inquiry should be con u
;r;dsg:s?ble into Sunday’s events, the statement

readf‘ltombela dismissed the accusations as “rub-

bish”.

/[l BELOW: The body of one of the men found near the
scene of Sunday night's bus massacre which left 17
people'dead. e o Mt o




We’re nobody’

T IS not unknown for editors to

make a point of commenting on
readers’ letters. Sometimes the
object, all too obviously, is to out-
smart the letter writers.

This has always seemed to me
to run counter to the principle
that the letters page is primarily
-readers’ territory and that the edi-
tor should try to keep out of it,
except where it may be necessary,
for instance, to correct a factual
misstatement.

FW Thorpe of Midrand com-
plains that the editor did not reply
to a question he put at the end of a

recently published letter. This let-

ter criticised one of The Star’s edi-
torials on the grounds that it had
not “bluntly and unequivocally”

- condemned the ANC for “ignoring
the arms embargo and retaining
their huge armoury”, particularly
AK-47 rifles. -

Mr Thorpe’s last sentence ran:
“Or is it possible that you support
the action of the ANC?”

I must say that when I read the
letter in The Star, I took this last

sentence to be a rhetorical ques-
tion, to which Mr Thorpe would
not have expected an answer.

However, it appears he posed it
in all seriousness, going so far as
to envisage the possibility that.
“The Star’s aim might be to be-
come the ANC’s mouthpiece if
they gain government control”.

I therefore asked the editor-in-
chief, Richard Steyn, to comment.
He says: “The Star is no more sup-
portive of the ANC than it is of
the NP or any other political
party. The newspaper agrees with
‘the ANC on certain issues and dis-
agrees strongly on others.

“We are nobody’s mouthpiece
and never will be. The reason why
I declined to respond to Mr
Thorpe’s innuendo is that it was a
classic ‘have you stopped beating
your wife’-type question, impossi-
ble to answer satisfactorily in one
or two short sentences.”

g 0

A RECENT cartoon by Andy has
displeased .one or two readers. It

Ombudsman

JAMES
McCLURG

showed a figure clearly recognis-
able as Marike de Klerk holding a
telephone receiver and saying to
her equally recognisable husband,
“It’s Willem, dear — he wants to

Dbe reclassified.”

The innuendo was obvious and
the caricature of the State Presi-
dent singularly unflattering. But
was the cartoon in what one read
er calls “shocking bad taste”?

At one time, it is true, such a :
topic would have been out of

bounds for a cartoonist on a repu-
table newspaper. But those days,
with their strong flavour of what
is now called “elitism”, have van-
ished.

In Britain, for instance, the
press and even television are mer-
ciless in their caricaturing of the

& N
£ aa
LAl Rinle

Royal family. :
What many people do not recog-
nise is that this marks a revival of
an old British tradition. In Victori-
an times, the Prince Consort was
mercilessly lampooned in journals
like Punch and the sacred person

of the good Queen herself was not

spared.

It is possible to have misgivings
about this trend. I feel a certain
sadness watching the British mer-

-rily butchering an institution that

most of them, when it comes down
to it, deeply cherish. !
But it is quite unrealistic not to

‘expect ripples from this wave of

irreverence to wash up on our
shores. ‘

I doubt whether Andy’s cartoon
upset many households.

= FAR = foi =

IN HIS television column, On the
Box, in the Saturday Star of Jan-

uary 19, John van Zyl attacked.

SABC-TV for failing its viewers in
three ways: information, culture
and education.

»Criticising the intellectual level

“ mouthpiece‘—k

editor-in-chief

* of Good Morning South Africa, he

wrote: “You can always judge a
television service by the sort of
ideal viewer that it seems to be
addressing. I have no doubt the
ideal viewer GMSA wants to ad-

dress is a rural, white Afrikaans--

speaking person with a Std 8 cer-
tificate.” ;

Erika Smuts of Randburg de-
nounces Dr van Zyl for showing (I
translate from Afrikaans) “igno-
rance, shallowness and insensitivi-
ty”. She divines from Dr van Zyl’s
column (correctly, I have no
doubt) that he wants television to
play a role as a “communication
medium in ‘the new South Afri-
ca’ ”.

However, she says, he should re-
member that “these people to
whom he refers so disaparagingly
are going to play an important
part in the future of our country”.

She calls on him to forget the
“false status of so-called intellec-
tual achievements” and contends

that the value of people lies “not -

in their income, language, stan-
dard of education. race or place of

residence but rather in their out-
look on people and the world”:
Ms Smuts’s concern for the indi-

‘vidual and emphasis on the contri-

bution they make to society are
commendable, and I shall not con-
test what she says. However, the
relevance of these views to the
SABC’s shortcomings in the cul-
tural field escapes me.

On one point, though, I am en-
tirely with her: the kind of stereo-
type conjured up by Dr van Zyl to
typify an uncultured person would
be better discarded before we
enter what we hope will be a
healthier, more harmonious South
Africa.

How’s that again?

A CALL for a hospital to intro-
duce a nappy-washing service was
pooh-poohed by health commit-
tees this‘week. - Darlington and
Stockton Times. -
@ If you have a complaint about
editorial matter in The Star, write
to the Ombudsman, ¢/o The Edi-
tor’s Secretary, Box 1014, Johan-
nesburg 2000. O




Mandela’s cheek..

WHEN Mr Mandela is

the price we are prepared
to pay in order to have a
say in determining our

tions (The Citizen. Fe

ing for me.

In fact, his arrogance in
speakmg for anyone other
than himself is monumen-
tal. I am sure he is not
speaking for all those
miners and other workers
who have been re-
t!;;eancll;gs or have lost

r jobs through the
plication of sanctions. B

The incredible financial
ignorance displayed by
the ANC is frightening.
Do they not yet realise
that the further down the
tubes our economy is
pushed, the less there will
be for everyone when —-

quoted as saying “This is

and if — we get a Black ucko

government? ~ his fellow Blacks starve
And one must credit " through lack of work, he

overseas investors with$ lives very comfortably

< some sense. They have™with no fear of retrench-
own affairs,” when urging ({) only to look at the rest of :
the EC to maintain sanc- Black Africa to see what S cheek to say this is the

ment. And he has the
~ has happened — andopnchEarepreparedto

ruary 9) he is not speak- = what will probably hap-mpay He can speak for

pen here if the ANC’s") himself, not for the rest of
ideas on finance are put us.

into operation. R E CHINERY (MRS)
Mr Mandela is living in Johannesburg

| African
| origin?

Our history

CoONETRN ()

is lost to

SIR - I wonder why our
African leaders, particu-
larly politicians, academ-

ics and professional.

people, know nothing
about our history.

Our present African
generation is completely
lost. Our school children
up to matric level, do not
know their  ancestral
kings.

They don’t know their:

ancestral land and bound-
aries. . ‘

Our nationality and
traditions are fading away
gradually because of criti-
cism from our politicians
who view them as racism
and discrimination to-
wards the different Afri-
can nations of this coun-

The idea is that all Af-
ricans should not use eth-
nicity when addressing
each other, instead they
should use blacks. For an
example: Good morning,
sir. My name is Mafofela,
a black man from Le-
sotho.

Really is there any
sense in that? Why not an

of  Mosotho.-

Do these people really
accept the colonialist il-
legal republic of South
Africa, formed by stolen
territories from their
rightful owners?

Slave mentality has
dragged them into .col-
laboration with the apart-
heid system in all its vari-
ous political, social and
economic manifestation.

How can we be a one
nation in a one country
while we have never been
a one nation and have

never lived together as:

one nation in a single
country?

By accepting this false
structure we- are really
furthering and collaborat-
ing with the evils of the
apartheid system.

The reincorporation of
all territories stolen at
gunpoint from their right-
ful inhabitants by the

marauding Christian rac-

ist settlers’ regime could
‘be the only peaceful solu-
tion and democratic ap-
proach towards negotia-
tions.

We should maintain
our position of refusing to
negotiate and. not be

us”

fooled into legitimising
our own slavery and op-
pression.

The minister of Back
to God Church once said
that South Africa is no-
‘man’s-land and therefore.
it is free for every Tom,
Dick and Harry.

I gave him a quick
answer; no-man’s-land is
a graveyard.

Self-determination and
a democratic form of
government exercised not
only for the people but
also by the people could
be our first priority.

- SELIMO NTHOLE
- Kroonstad ¥

WORD of GOD

Pr y
[Old Testament]

For dogs have
‘compassed me:
the assembly of the
wicked have
inclosed me: they
pierced my hands
and my feet.

Psalms 22:16




