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"ORLD SOCIALISM: NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY.

120 SCIENCE IN ACTION
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Socialist states are growth points of a new world ordere They are a testing
ground for the application of theories that the founders of scientific
socialism presented more than a century agoe Lenin, the architect of proleta-
tian revolution, closely studies the theories ahd put them into practice,

while insisting that the principles are a guide to0 action and not a dogmae

Socialism is an expanding order, spreading under widely different conditions
of revolutionary change. Sogialist coutnries are at different stages of
development, related to their individual historical background and national
institutionse They have, however, a similar economic stmucture which conforms
to the basic principles: social ownership of the means of production, social
planing for maximum production, equal development of pecople and regions,

proletariat dictatorship and a vanguard partye

People who practise socialism escape from the anarchy of the capitalist mode
of production t0 a higher stage of human developmente They are taking a great

Natural scicnce

step forward to freedom that inspired Maxs and Engelse
enables humans to understand and utilise the forces of naturcee Scientific
socialism, which is the science of society, enables humans to understand and

shape the forces of societye

CONSCIOUS, PLANNED ORGANISATION.

Engels made this comparison, nearly 100 years ago, in a passage that has
stood th: test of time and paracticee. He wrote (SOCIALISM:sUTOPIAN AND SCIENTIFI

.1882) thats

"The forces operating in society work exactly like the forces operating in
nature: blindly, violently, destrustively so long as we do not understand
them and fail to take them into accounts But when once we have recognised
them and understand how they work, their direction and their effecits, the
gradual subjection of them to our will and the use of them for attainment of

our aims depends entirely upon oursclves'e. Social practice is neccesary. for

understandinge "In practice man must prove the trutheee The philosophers have
interpreted the world in various ways; the point however is to change it"

(MA, THESES ON FTUERBACH, 1845)
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IThen the working clasc undérstands the nalurc of productive forces and takes
possession of them, it transforms them into willing secrvents. "This", Zngels
observed, "is the differencec between the destructive forces of electricity

in the lightning of a thundcr-storm and tamed electricity in the telegreph and
the are lighteees Such rfatmeit opens the way to the replacement of the anarch
of social producticn by a socially planned regulation of prbduction in accor-

dance with the needs hoth of society as a whole and of each individuale."

The forces of nroduction have reached a level at which capitalist relatibns

of production and capitalist superstructure have become a hindrance to social
developmente By seizing the macans of production and therefore to the domination
of the product over thé producer. ingels contnues: ""Anarchy in social production
is replaced by conscious organisation on a planned basiss. The struggle for
individual existence comes *o0 an cnd... Tic cejccvive, cxvcrnal forces which
have hitherto domination history, will then pass under the control of men
themselvess It is only from this point that men, with full consiousness, will
fashion their own hist. ceee 1t is humanity's lecap from the realm of

necessity into the realm of freedom' s

Engels hed in mind a world-wide socialin in which pcople cveryvhere would free
themselves from the burdens of all previous social formations: class oppression

ignorance poverty and wars

This world order is now being built, but is threatened by the asarchy and enmity
of world imperialisme “cace and friendship between the socialist nations is

necessary for socialist contruction and is guarantecd by firm adherence to basic

socialist principlcse.

12,2 SELF-DETZRMINATION

Two major principles apply: firstly, completc equality of rights between
nations and, secondly a unity of thc working pcople of all nationse. In discussing

the first principles, Lenin wrotec £THT ""ORKINCG CLASS AND T™IT NATTICNAL QUESTION,
1913): "For different nations to live together in peace and freedom of to
seperate and form different states (if that is more convenict for them), a

full democracy, uphcld by the working: class, is essentials No privileges

for any nation or any onc laungaugo. Not even the slightest dcy ree of appression

or the slightest injustice in respect of a national minority = such arc the

principles of working=class democracys’

Our Revolution also aims at the eliminetion of national incqualitics imposed

on ud by privileged white nations which oppicss our SAFRL nationse
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But we reject attempts by any South African national or language community
'to separate and form a different statce It is our intention to consitute the
peoplc, SATRI nations of all languages, into a.single nation. Does this

programme mcan that we reject the principle of nation self-dctermination?

The principles operates when a nation within a multi-national state wishes

to seperate politically and form an independence nation=s tates It "would be
wromg", Lenin argucd , to interpret the right to sclf ~ determination as meeting
anythingbut the right to existence as a scparate state” (THE RIGHT OF NATIONS

TO SELF-DETERMINATICN, 1914)s Colonial pcoplesy who are in fact naiions, demand

this right in their struggle for national liberatione

Socialists, while supporting that struggle, call on the working people of all
nations to unite and merge their nationse "¢ ourselves’, Lenin wrote in 1916
"are surc to implement this ri ht, and grant this freedom ( to sccede), as soom
as we ca>ture power's Socialists will do this when they are the government

"not in order to 'recommend! secession, but, on the countrary, in order tO
facilitate the democracratic associated and merge of nations®™ (A CARI CATURE

OF MARXISM ANT IMPERIALIST ECONOMISM, 1916)°

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

The position under discussion is that of a socialist government which has
seized power from an opprcssor nations The revolutionary government, on the
onc hand, grants a frece right of secession to the oppressed nations and, On

the other hand, recommcnds against secession, call on them 0 associave or

merge with the new socialist statce

There is mo contradiction between these two acts, As Lenin explainéd,
s favour their merger, but now there can ke no transition from forible

merge and annexation to vélumtary merge unless they (the oppresscd nations)

have freedom of sccessione'. Frecdom to separatc is a necessary condition for

a free association Or mergers

Proletarian internationalism is aimed at an allience between workers of  all
nationse The ultimate goal is therefore a merger between nationse Sclf=dcter—
manition is not the ideal conditions, but a mecans 10 the endses If granted
the right to secade must be given unconditionally, '‘without strings'e In

some cases, however, a socialist government will not concede the righte

12,4 LTNIN'S PRINCIPLTES.

Lenin, in the following passcges, stressed the relative nature of the right

and the conditions under which it might not be concedceds




--4.-

a) A Marxist Party by no means an indepcndent appraisal of thc advisability
of the advisability of the state sccession of any nation in cvery scpara-
tc casc’e Sclf-dctermination mey teke the form of autonomy within a
given state rather of secession (THESE ON THZT NATIONAL QDESTTONj1913)

b) "The demand for a "yes" or "no" reply to the question of sccession in
the case of cvery nation may seccm a very 'practical' once In reality
it is absurd; it is mectaphysical in theory, while in practise it
leads to subordination the prolectariat to the bourgeoisie's policye
The bourgcoisie always places its national demands in the fore=
front, and does so in categorical fashione "'ith the proletariat,
however, these demands are subordinated to the intcrests of the
class strugglecsee That is why the proletariat confines itself, so
to the negative demand for recognition of the right to self=-dcterminas—
tion, "without giving guarantces to any nationy and without under-
taking to give anything at the expensce of another nation® (THE
RIGHT OF NATIONS TC SELF~DETERMINATION, 1914).

¢) The right to self-determination arises under specific historical
conditions and must be asscessed from a class standpoint. The right
"is not an absolute, but only a small part of the general=dcmocratic
(now: general=socialist) world movemente In individual concrete

casesy the part may contradict the wholej if so, it must be
rejected"e (THE DISCUSSION ON NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION SUMMED

UP, 1916).

Applying thesce principles to our situation, we conclude that the fiction of
'self=dctecrmination' imposed from above by the oppressor nation on any race,

or languagc community

a) serves the intercest of the oppressor nationg

b) contradicts our ‘'general=democratic' movement;

o) takes place at the expense of our SAFRI nation:

d) conflicts with thc aims of our revolution for national unity and
equalitys:

e) and must therefore be rcjectede

1265 CIVIL T’AR AND ARMED INTERVENTION

The Soviet government applied its policy of national sclfedctermination
under tremendous diffigulties resulting from the civil war and armed intere
vention which swept through most of the country between the middle of 1918
and the end of 1920 and continued in thc Far East against .Tapancse troops
into 1922, '

The national bourgeoisie of the 'rimlands' - Ukraine, Byclorrusia, Transe

caucasia, Armcnia, Turkestan = demanded <o'f-“-*ormination, proclaimed




independence, and organised a counter=revolutionary war in alliance with

the feudalists and capitalists of central Russia and with the imperialists,
VeSe Shevstov (NATIONAL SOVERZIGNTY AND TH?Z SOVIZT STATE, 1974) observes:

"The separatist trends among the nationalists bourgeoisie of the borderlands
of Russia became clearly defined on the eve of the October Revolution, and
they even intensified after the Revolutionees The Russian bourgeoisie and
the nationalist bourgeoisie of the fringe areas had the same class aim of
disuniting the ppooletariat and the masses of various national communities,

and suppressing the revolution, national liberation movement'.

Self-determination is progressive when used against feudalism, colonialism,
and oppressor nations of ali kindssy it becomes a counter=revolutionary
demand when used to weaken the struggle for proletarian unity and socialisme
The workers and peasants of the border nations, under the leadership of the
Russian Communis¢ Party (Bolsheviks), defeated the counter=revolutionary
armies of the national bourgeoisie in an heroic war to defend Soviet

power and socialisma In his address to the second all_Russia congress of
Communist Organisations of the peoples of the Zast on November 22, 1919,
Lenin ppointed out that who have emancipated themselveseee were people 10 be
found in such a backward country as Russia, worn out as she was by four years
of imperialist war, who were strongewilled enough to carry on that war
during two years of incredible and unparalleled hardship and difficulty”
(Lenin: THE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVIMEINT IN THE EAST, 1952, De243)e

The Red Army stopped the advance of German troops against Petrograd on
February 23, 1913, since celebrated as Red Army Days Deposed feudalists
and capitalist formed large armies, the so=called "hite Guards, with the
assistance of troops, ammunitions and finance supplied by 14 imperialist
countriese The bourgeoisie of national *'homelands'! took the opportunity to

proclaim ‘'independence', and entered the counter=revolutionary ware

Their aim was to drive out Soviet power, restore the rule of landlords and
industrial capitalists, undermine the peoplc's State, and bring the
'fringe arcas' undcer the umbrella of international imperialisme ‘e may
expect similar policies from the national bourgeoisie of the '"Ratustan'?

fringe during our rcvolutione

12,6 PROLETARIAN NATIONS

The Soviet ilepublic remained a unitary state, comprising all thec terri-

tories included in the Russian Empire, but only for a few wecks after the

October Revolutione As carly as November, 15, 1917 the government issued a
Declaration of Rightsg¢ proclaiming the equality and sovercignty of nations,
their free development,; and the abolition of national privileges.
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Independence was granted to finland, which seceded to bhecome a separate
state, the Ukraine and Turkish Armenia in December 1917 Similar
independence decrces were issued 1n 1918—19 in respect of Russian Poland,
Lithuania, Latvia and Byelorussiae BREarly in 1919, at the height of the
civil war, there were five independent Soviet Republics on the territory

of the former Russian Impiree.

Capitalism, aided by imperialist armies, regained control of Lithuania,
Latvia and Tstoniae These became separate, indcpendent bourgeois Statesy
Led by the Communist Party,thk workers and pcasants of other national border
lands = Ukraine, Byelorussia, Transcaucasia, and the smaller nations such

as Tatars, Bashkirs, Yakuts -;defeaied the national bourgeoisie, expclled
the foreign invaders, ancformed 8oviet Socialist llepublics, atonomous

republics or autonomous regionse

A federal constitution was proposed as the best means of reconciling
national sovereignty and proletarian unitye Lenin, who had ecarlier opposed
federation, revised his opinions shortly before and particularly after the
October Revolutione A Soviet federation, he wrote in 1918, was a step
towards democratic centralisme The Third All=Russia Congress of Soviets

in January 1918 adopted a Declaration of Rights establishing the Russian
Soviet Republics™ 'fon the »rinciple of a free union of frec nations, as a

federation of Soviet national republics® (VeSe Shevisov, pe 49).

Military and cconomic treatices between the republics formed a2 basis for
closer cooperation. Lenin urged them to form a union to strengthen the
fight against imperialism, cestablish a single planned socialist cconomy,

and devclop resources ior the benefit of all Soviet peoplese

Delegates from all national communities decided at the First All=Union
Congress of Soviets in 1922 to unite into a single unione <the Union of
soviet S cialist Republic (USSR)'was born as a voluntary union of equal
nationse The Sccond aAll-Union Congress of January 1924 approved a
constitution which stressed the nced for a central authority in matters of d
defence, foreign reclations and external tradej introduced new guarantces of

equality and soverceign rights of the republics and insisted on the voluntary

nature of their unione

127 SOCIALIST INTERNATIONALISM
oovict power, the dictatorship of the proletariat, a socialist economy and

socialist planning are cornerstones of w.ity between nations and language
commmitiese The pcovles of the USSR have shown that sclf-dctermination is

the proper basis for union between nations within a socialist Statce

soe/
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The USSR now consists of 15 Soviet Socialist Republics, 20 Autonomous
Republics, 8 Autonomous Regions, and 10 National Arecas = a total of 53
territorial entities, accommodating 131 nations; national minorities and
languagc communitiese All are represented in the central and regional

organs of governmcente

The Soviet Republics have cqual representation in the Soviet of Nationa-
lities, regardless of their size of territory and populatione This

chanmber consists of delegates from the various rcpublics, autonomous

regions and outlying national arcasy The Supreme woviet, which is thc main
legislative organ, has rcoresentatives of 58 different national communiticse
The town chambers meet at the same time and have equal rights and respon=

sibiliticse

Al]l nation States and communities retain their traditional super=
structurec of language, literature, music, traditions, life styles - that
is to sayy their own cultured At the same time they build their
socicties on a common foundation: socialist ownership, socialist plan—
ning, workers' participation in government and cconomy and the prolctarian

dictatorshipe

The Constitution provides for a single Union citizcnshipe The Union
republics have their own citizenship, but all citizens of the republics
are at the samec time citizens of the Soviet Unione All have equal legal

statuse

South Africa's policy is the direct opposites It is based on national
oppression, inequality and separatc citizenship for pecoples of Bantustans.
These continue t0 be backward, underdeveloped reserves of labour, cconomic
dependences of the more advanced region, in which whites hold 87% of the

country's land surface and almost all thc modern forces of productione

1248 EQUAL DEVELOPMENT

The Soviet Union's policy of 'national in form, socialist in content'
guarantees the levelling up of development of all nations and national
comminities in the USSRe ©Small nations =~ Buryats, Yakuts, Koryaks,
Chukchis, Khantis and others = made a leap from early communism to large=-
scale productions All autonomous republics and regions are now highly

industrialisede

Small factories and cottage industries predominated in Central Asia and
Transcaucasia before the October Revolutione Today they have large
metallurgical, chemical, electricity, engineering and other industriese

Kazakhstan, formerly the home of nomadic horgse-men, exports over 300 kinds

-
-
-
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of machinery, chemicals, pharmaceutics, metals and other indusitrial
productse Its output of electric power per haad of ponulation outstrips
that of France, Belgium, Turkey, and Irane. Turkmenia, which had only

a few handicraft industries, now contains more than 300 large indusitrial

plants.

The principle of distribution according to needs applies in the allocation
of funds, technology and science between nation Statese. A greater share
of the Union budget goes to the less developed regions in terms of popula-
tion than to the industrialised regions of Central Rucsia and the Ukraine,
which also train many thousands of skilled workers and specialil is for
production in their own national communities. Socialist emulation and the
exchange of skilled persons and specialists between national regions
contribute much to the process of raising all to the same high level of

economic,and cultural progressi

Tducation has advanced by leaps and bounds in all national regionse lMost
have achieved total literacy in their national language while 42 million
non;Russians, at the time of the 1970 census, knew Russian or . some other
1anguage apart from their mother tonguee The former backward areas, such
as Kirghizia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenia, have between Iwo and
three times as many students per 10,0C0 of population as Italy, Brit;in
and '"est Cermanye Uzbekistan, which had 29,000 primary and secondar;
punils before the Revolution, now has over 9,000 general education schools
with 3 million pupils, twO universities, 36 institutes and 156 technical

schools with 370,000 studentse

The development of national languages stimulates the growth of a national
liberature, art and science in all their formse. At the same time, the
spread of Russian as the universal Soviet language, and the mingling of
peoples of different nations in every national regions promoties the growth
of an international Soviet culture, share by all citizens irrespective of
nationality, race or languagee Unity on the basis of diiversity is an
important aspect of proletarian internationalism; the most important
precondition of which is socialist ownership in the process of adminise

tratione

12,9 TORLD SOCIALISM

Countries become socialist at different times and in different circumse

tancese They are not at the same level of socio=ecconomic developmente

Some have a more advanced production system than those with a predominan-

tly peasant populatione
.0:/9
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Differences of this kind may give rise to contradictions between
socialist States, as between the Soviet Union and Chinae. ''here the
contradictions apnpear in the form of sharp political conflict, one or
other socialist country has departed from the basic principles of

socialisme

For example, China supports PAC and other movements in opposition %o the
ANC, China has also supported forces opposed to MPLA in the AngoOlan
Revolutions These actions arc dictated by China's hostility to the USSR
and not by the realities of the revolution or the interest of the peoples

engaged in revolutionary strugglee

On the other hand, rclations between socialist countries with similar
economic and political systems conform to the principles of state
sovereignty, self=determination, cooperation and equal developments The
nrogress made by the Socialist "orld to higher lcvels of economic and
social well=being brings humanity closer to the goal of a universal

culture, international in form and socialist in contcente




