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The decision had been
a “painful” one for uni-
versity authorities as well
as the Student Council as
bothbodnswete “con-

the medieval inquisition,
Mr Slovo said. It had not
been his purpose to advo-
_ateathdsmatdlemeet-
ing.

It was a slap in the face
for what he believed to be
tentofthegutmm

“ln shon it is, objec-

“Under the
ent circumstances it
would be irresponsible of
the CSC to leave the Ac-
tuahtyWeekp(ogm

to start,” the student
statement said. ,
An altermative pro-
deﬁgmtlln-
aptinalm-

strument, as related to

]
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y Cathy Thompson
and Sapa
THE Potchefstroom
University for Chris-
tian Higher Education
has banned addresses
by both the SA Com-
munist Party leader,
Mr Joe Slovo, and the
AWB leader, Mr Eu-

géfle  Terre’Blanche,
'scheduled for next
week.

. Ihey; »\ere to address

C\.\lC"f

1o)ss]eue

das sneakers

the university as part of
its Actuality Week, and
the banning was a result
of a flood of objections,
mostly against Mr Slovo’s
visit, from supporters off-
campus.

This was announced
yesterday evening by the

_rector, Professor Carools

- weeks,

Reinecke, and Central
Student Council * chair-
man, Mr Gerhard Coetz-
er.

Prof Reinecke said
pressure from mainly
Right-wingers, which had
been in the form of objec-

tions and threats in recent .
“were not consid-'

ered or tabled”, but the
decision stemmed from
the objections of the par-
ents of students, alumni
and “supporters” of the
university which had been
received in the past few
days.
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A new book finds serious flaws in the long prosecution of the ‘People’s War’ reports Stanley Uys

b3

Did SACP sink armed struggle?

chabr are correct in tiebr now
book, "Comrades Apainsi
Apartheld”, the ANC's armoed
strugpte was nol enly a fnllure,
bui a failure diveolly atiributable
to the 84 Communist Pariy, be-
c;u.sa it mastarminded the strug.

B

Stephsn Ellls, former editor of
Afrlep Confldential, and Tsepeo Se-
clhaba, the pen-name of an Africen
who s still a momber of both the
ANC and SACP {and presumably
8illl divalging comfidenttal Infor-
mation?), sel out In thelr book to
demonstrato that the SACP had m
siranglehold over the ANC in the
Jeng years of oxlle (the book slo
al IFebruary 1990, the dnawn of lﬁ
onlightenmont), and that this
sironglehold applied particularly
to the armed atruggle.

The book s In the healds of varl-
oS roviewers on whose terrilory ]
do 1ot proposo to trespass, Bul T
would Uke (o offer a thought or
twp on the armed struggle, be-
cauge although E)is nnd Sochaba
hayo pronownced s failure, 3 by
stil] an Issuc of conflict holween
tho Gevernmont and the ANC.

Aise, he PAC and: Azapo are
frving to activate thelr own

IF Slephen Ellis and Tsopo Se-

armed stroggles in what beems fo
bo & rathaer desperate attempt to
prevent being flatlencd Ly main-
stream Codesn politics, Surely,
armed struggle will lead the PAC
and Azapo oven fhirther away
from Uie mainstream?

Wlen the ANC was banned in

1900, and degidod to create Umk-
liento we Sizwe {MK), iwo commu-
nists, according to Ellis and Se-
chabe, were sent Lo Moscow to or-
ganise supplies. They were Joe
Slove and the late J B Morks,

This was tho SACP's immediale

advaniage — it lind the inferna-
tlonni connections, the backing of
8 puperpower that was prepered
lo fund the armed Biruggleo and

. provige Its miiliary bardware, I{

could create a dependence rela-
tlonship wiih the ANC. |

In the opinion of Ells-Sechaba,
the armed struggle profoundly af-
fecied the naturs of the ANC-
SACP allience: the ANC lost the
choracter of & masy movement
and became more olitlst. ' The
SACP for Ita parl had nevor been
0 Mass movement, rlways scethg
isoll as & "vanguard” party,

Mr Slovo, ihe mwihors claim,

was MK's chlef strategist. Mo con-
centented  on - develeping  the

SACP's sirength in MK, bolleving
that MK woild become the ANC's
most Important depariment.

In this beliel he was "yindicat-
od”. But at what cost tp the ANC’s
sirocture as A mnss moyement?

The ANC-SACP did nel sxpect
10 bring down the South Africen
Government with bombs, but |t
believed the armed stroggle
would aller the political coniext,
rendering (he ground more fertilo
for futwre polllical action.

M would alsp be useinl to test
the mettio of endres.

It wonld prepare 1ho way for a
"“Peoplo's War"' — loca) defence
units with grenade squads and
streel commii{ecs wlo would be
the nerva centre of an unruinﬁ.

MK's siratogy was to eslablish
bnees In the Frontline ptntes and
then Infi)irats guorillas and weap-
ons. Tho key (o the planned insur-
roctlon was for "o eslablish
organised and armed sguads ..
which could eperate autonomeus-
ly inside the eountry”. .

Oaly then conld MX conslder
that the phase of what it termed
armed propagandn lad passcd in-
disputably into the People s War,

Howaver the securii: forees
"had both tho means anc ihe wil!

. Bie,

lo prevent a popular insurrection
by deteining any number of su-
speeied organteers of antl-Goyorn-
ment Rpitalion or violenco and by
selling black communities againsi
one another Ly eacouraging the
fermatlon of vigiantes. 4

"Also, one by one, the poliey ©
destabllisation ciosed down
MK's networks and bases within
striking dlstance of South Africa.”

South Africa’s nolghbours paid a

heavy price, too, for the armed

struggle.

Blils and Sechaba concede thal
the SADF ook MK “very scrious.
15" end that the armed struggte
achieved what most arimed s{rup-
gles achiove — recruiling new
members und keeping tle organl-
#atlon's namo upfront.

But thalr verdict Is iiut the
SACP, and the ANC, “which
laoked 1o the parly for strategic
direction placed oo much Impor-
tance en tho armed struggle for
oo long

“Fer a)) the perlod of exile, the
parllv pul fts folth o armed strng-

believing that .. . it wos nt the
hear! of Uts sirategy”.

Tho ormed strogple, the auihors
clnlm, was central to the siralegy
of Loih [he SACP and the ANS.

ond i inlled.

“The blunt fact b5 thoi MR
fmled to overdhirow the Sonth
Alrican state by force, which was
ils porpose . , .

“The mobthsation of the enlire
respurces of tho state In a count-
er-revolation Btrategy in Seuth
Africe and (he neighbonring coun-
tries, tie Lesothe coop, and tho ¢f-
fectlyeness of Preleria's espio-
nage systern added wp lo & com-
prehensive defeat for MK and tho
sirntegy adopted by the ANC end
Communist  Poriy  since  the
1080s."

Elfs and Sechaba piace the
blame for this defeat squarsly on
the SACP, whiel, (hey soy, turncd
MK into its persopal fled, and also
that Oliver Tambo's leadership
coineided with the SACP "gradu-
ally taking over the central role In
ANC polley making'.

The SACP, without ever belng
sble 1o disledge Joo Modise,
packed key MK posts with 15 own
men, perticulorly Chris Hanl.

It was Mr JHank nnd Sieve
Tehwele, tha anthors sey. who de-
eldedd {0 atlack seil {prgets — for
which lhey were pablicly repu-
dipted by Ollyer Tamblo 1who
sacked Mr Tshwete as politieal

commIiBSAr,

The ANC-SACP will arpic that
denicd consiiniiona) pradest In
South Alrlea and foreed ino exlle,
It had no cholee ofher thas Lo em-
bark om an armed strugfle. Bt
the point Eltia and Sechata make
Is that too muel emphatls was
placed on this form of struggte.

The authors portray ANC Presl-
dent Nelson Mandelo inn more
far-scetng role |

“Like de Klork,™ they 0y, “he
recognised relativoly cadv (hat
the thme for armed sirygle was
oyer ... and that South Africans
had 1o resoive tieelr differences by
politlcal means.

“1t Is Jmpessible fo Imagine any
other person who world Jave had
the author!ty and the vsion to
hayve accomplished this ;" /

The gyestion MK and ts atrale
glsts slioudd answer s whsther 'the
concopt of o People's Wiy {(much
of It learnedd frem a visli to Vet
nam) was ever a viable eie, |

Te will Lo difficolt enogh {o re-
construet South  Afrlea through
negoliatlons pnd consCnsis:
through n People's War, the coun-
try wouid Jiave been redueed 1o
rubble, Any comment Mr Slovo
Mr Hont? © 4
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