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The decision had been 
a “painful” one for uni- 
versity authorities as well 
as the Student Council as 
bothbodiawue“wn- 
vinced of the i 
of freedom of speech”, 
said Prof Reinecke. 

However, he added 

the medieval inquisition, 

Mr Slovo said. It had not 
been his purpose to advo- 
Fateafllcismatthemet. 
ing. 

for what he believed to be 

tent of the great religions. 
“In short it is, objec- 

“‘dyspflhllg,ahueu- 
cal decision,” he said. 
mmgm 

ment, the decision to can- 
cel the two speakers’ en- 
gagements was taken by 
the Central Student 
Council (CSC) after a re- 

council. ! 

had asked the student 

body to “reconsider the 
engagements of these two 
people with the under- 
standing that if these per- 

sons do appear, it will not 
have the university’s ap- 

proval or support”. 
“By implication, the 

Students’ Council would 
have to bear the lone re- 

ible consequences.” the 
- statement said. 

“Under the 

ent circumstances it 
would be irresponsible of 
the CSC to leave the Ac- 
tuahtyWeekproyamme 

It was a slap in the face » 

  

Pllkl(e har SIovn ET 
y Cathy Thompson 

and Sapa 
THE Potchefstroom 
University for Chris- 
tian Higher Education 
has banned addresses 
by both the SA Com- 
munist Party leader, 
Mr Joe Slovo, and the 
AWB leader, Mr Eu- 

géfle  Terre’Blanche, 
'scheduled for next 
week. 
:They: were to address’ 

C\.\lc-"’f 16 s g Jeue 

a3 sneakers 
the university as part of 
its Actuality Week, and 
the banning was a result 
of a flood of objections, 
mostly against Mr Slovo’s 
visit, from supporters off- 

campus. 
This was announced 

yesterday evening by the 
_rector, Professor Carools, - weeks, 

Reinecke, and Central 
Student Council * chair- 
man, Mr Gerhard Coetz- 
er. : 

Prof Reinecke said 
pressure from mainly 
Right-wingers, which had 
been in the form of objec- 
tions and threats in recent 

“were not consid-' 

ered or tabled”, but the 
decision stemmed from 
the objections of the par- 
ents of students, alumni 
and “supporters” of the 
university which had been 
received in the past few 
days. 
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N Thon W 1oL 
A new book finds serious flaws in the long prosecution of the ‘People’s War’ reports Stanley Uys 

) 

Did SACP sink armed struggle? 

chabr are correct in tieir now 
book, "Comrades Apainsi 
Apartheld”, the ANC's armoed 

strugple was nol enly a fnllure, 
bui a failure diveolly atiributable 
to tha 54 Communist Pariy, be- 
c;u.sa it maslariminded the strug. 

B 
Stephen Ellls, former editor of 

Afrlep Confldential, and Tsepeo Se- 
cliaba, the pen-name of an Africen 
who s still a momber of both the 
ANC and SACP {(and presumably 
8illl divalging conmfidenttal Infor- 
mation?), sel out In thelr book to 
demonstrato that the SACP had 
siranglehold over the ANC in the 
Jeng years of oxlle (the book B“:Es 
al I'ebruary 1990, the dawn of the 
onlightenmont), and that this 
stronglehold applied particolarly 
to the armed atruggle. 

The book s In the healds of varl- 
ous reviewers on whose terrilory | 
do not proposo to (respass, Bul I 
would Uke (o offer a thought or 
twp on the armed struggle, be- 
cauge although Bi)is pnd Sochaba 
hayo pronownced s failure, 3 by 
stil] an Issuc of conflict bolween 
tho Governmont and the ANC. 

Aise, {he PAC and. Azapo are 
frving to activate thelr own 

Ill‘ Slephen Ellis and Tsopo Se- armed stroggles in what beems fo 
bo & rather desperate attempt (o 
prevent being flatlensd by main- 
stream Codese politics, Surely, 
armed struggle will lead the PAC 
anl Azapo oven hirther away 
from Uie mainstream? 

Wlen the ANC was banned In 
1900, and degidod to create Umk- 
liento we Sizwe {MXK), iwo commu- 
nists, according to Elis and Se- 
chabe, were sent L0 Moscow to or- 
ganise supplies. They were Joe 
Slove and the late J B Morks, 

This was the SACP's immediale 
advaniage — Wt lind the inferna- 
tlonni connectionn, the backing of 
8 puperpower that was prepered 
lo fund the armed Birugglo and 

. provige Its milliary bardware, I{ 
could create a dependence rela- 
tlonship wlih the ANC. : 

In the opinion of Ells-Sechaba, 
the armed strupgle profoundly af- 
fecied the naturs of the ANC- 
SACP alliance: the ANC lost the 
choracter of & masy movement 
and became more olitlst.' The 
SACP for Its parl had nevor been 
0 Mass movement, rRlways scetng 
itsoll as a "vanguard™ party, 

Mr Slovo, ihe mwihors claim, 
was MK's chlef strategist. Mo con- 
centented  on - develeping  the 

SACP's sirength in MK, bolleving 
that MK woild become the ANC's 
most Important depariment. 

In this beliel he was "yindicat- 
od”. But at what cost tp the ANC’s 
sirocture as A mpss moyement? 

The ANC-SACP did nel sxpect 
10 bring down the South Africen 
Government with bombs, but |t 
believed the armed stroggle 
would aller the political conlext, 
rendering (he ground more fertilo 
for futwre polllical action. 

M would plsp be useirl to test 
the mettio of endres. 

It wonld prepare 1ho way for a 
"“Peoplo's War"' — loca) defence 
units with grenade squads and 
strecl commiiiecs wlo would bo 
the nerva centre of an uprulnfi. 
MK's siratogy was to establish 

bnees in the Frentline pintes and 
then Infi)irats guorillas and weap- 
ons. Tho key (o the planned insur- 
roction was for "o eslablish 
organised and armed sguads .. 
which could operate autonomous: 
ly inside the eountry”. . 

Oaly then conld MX conslder 
that the phase of what it termed 
armed propaganda lad passcd in- 
disputably into the People = War, 

Howaver the securii: forees 
"hrd both tho means anc ihe wil! 

- Bie, 

lo prevent a popular insurrection 
by deteining any pwmber of su- 
specied organteers of antl-Govorn- 
menl BpiLaLion or violenco and by 
selling black communities against 
one another Ly eacouraging (he 
fermatlon of yigiantes. 4 

"Also, one by one, the poliey © 
destabllisation ciosed down 
MK's networks and bases within 
striking dlstance of South Africa.” 

South Africa’s nolghbours paid a 
heavy price, too, for the armed 
struggle. 

Blils and Sechaba concede thal 
the SADF ook MK “very scrious. 
Iy")" end that the armed struggte 
achieved what most arimed s{rup- 
gles achiove — recruiling new 
members und keeping tle orgaml- 
#atlon's namo upfront. 

But thalr verdict Is idiut the 
SACP, and the ANC, “which 
laoked 10 the parly for strategic 
direction placed oo much Impor- 
tance en tio armed struggle for 
too long 

“Fer a)} the perlod of exile, the 
parllv‘ put fts folth 1o armed strg- 

believing that .. . bt wos nt the 
hear! of Uts strategy”. 

Tho ormed strogple, the authors 
clnim, was cemtral to the siralegy 
of buih [he SACP and the AI\'& 

and it intled, 
“The blunt fact bs thot MR 

fmled to overdirow the Sonth 
Alrican state by foree, which was 
its purpose . , . 

“The mobthsation of the enlire 
resources of tho state In a count- 
er-revolatlon Btrategy in Seuth 
Africe and (he neighbonring coun- 
tries, Uie Lesothe coop, and tho ¢f- 
fectlyeness of Preleria's espio: 
nage sysiem added wp lo & com- 
prehensive defeat for MK and tho 
sirntegy adopted by the ANC end 
Communist  Poriy  since  the 
1080s." 

Elfs and Sechaba piace the 
blame for this defeat squarsly on 
the SACP, whicl, (hey soy, turncd 
MK into its persopal fled, and also 
that Oliver Tambo's leadership 
coineided with the SACP "gradu- 
ally taking over the central role In 
ANC polley making". 

The SACP, without ever belng 
able 1o dislodge Joo Modise, 
packed key MK posts with 15 own 
men, perticularly Chris Hand. 

It wase Mr JHank nnd Sieve 
Tehwele, tha anthors sry. who de- 
eldedd {0 atlack seil {rrgets — for 
which lhey were pablicly repu- 
dipted by Ollyer Tamlo 1who 
sacked Mr Tshwete as politieal 

commissar. 
The ANC-SACP will arpic that 

denicd consliilniiona) praest In 
South Alrlea and forced Ino exlle, 
It had no cholee ofher thas Lo em- 
bark on an armed struggle. Bt 
the point Eltia and Sechata make 
Is that too muel emphatls was 
placed on this form of struggte. 

The authors portray ANC Presl- 
dent Nelson Mandelo inn more 
far-scetng role I 

“Like de Klork,™ they 0y, “he 
recognised relatlvoly cadv that 
the thme for armed sirygls was 
oyver ... and that South Africans 
had 1o resoive tielr differences by 
political means. 

“1t Is Jmpeossible fo Imagine any 
other person who would Jave had 
the author!ty and the vsion to 
hayve accomplished this ;" : 

The gyestion MK and ts atrale 
glsts slioudd answer s whsther 'the 
concopt of o People's Wiy {(much 
of It learnedd frem a visli to Vet 
nam) was ever a viable eie, | 

It will Lo diflicolt enpgh (o re- 
consirnet South  Afriea through 
negoliatlons pnd consensils: 
through n People's War, the coun- 
try womid Jiave been redueed 1o 
rubble, Any comment Nr Slovo 
Mr Hont? O 4   
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