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A STATHwaNT oY wLeBoD NZ0, SuCRUTARY GuniRel

OF TIE ~FRICAN N.TIONAL CONGR#£3S ON TAE

OCCASION OFf THE 65Td aNNIVuRSsRY OF TAE

AFRIUAN  NoTIONAL CONGRESS

Coarades,

To-day we ere warking the sixty fifth anniversary of the
African Netional Congress, %the vanguard leczder of the revolution-
ary struggle of the oppressed and dehumanised slack people
of our country.

o one can deny that the planting of the militant ovenner
of struggle against all forums of oppression and exploitcation
by the african people of our country on the 8th Janucry of
1912 the day on which the sirican hational Congress was fouded,
was an event of tremendous signifidance not only for our people
but for those on the rest of the “frican continent «s well.

The sfrican hational Congress not only taught our people
to fight the oppressor using all the weapons necessary for
a particular period of the historical deveopment of our revo-
lutionary .aovement, but wor: iuport.ut is tausht tnem thé art
of clearly identifying the enemy and its supporters.

¥rom this understanding of their tasks grew progressive

theoretical eleboration of the correct paths to be followed
which in the middle 50's found expression in the adoption of

FREEDOM CI«RTHR - the revolutionery prograumme of tne entire
progressive movement in our country. There can be no doubt
that any other approach to tne revolutionery solutions of the
problems before our country to-day which run counter to the
Freedom Chorter can only lead to a blind alley. The history
of our struggle has clearly borne out this fuct. All the
reactionery elements who have attewpted in the past to confuse
and detract our people from this course heve in the end found
themselves isolated <nd rejected by the m.sses of our people.
o0 shall it be in the future «s well,
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In tae course of ity historicul develo,uent the «frican
Netionzl Cosress succeeded to ouild and consolidite the unity
of all .enuinely progressive forces in the country, irrespective
of recial or cless origin. oy tane widdle 50's - poeerfull
Congress movewent wes forged bringing within its nold progressive
forces of tae africen, Indi.n coloured «nd waite people iucluding
the representitive wovement of the revolution.ry woiking class.
It is uot necessary to ewphasise the iamprt. nce of tanis step
for our revolutioncry struggle. It is self evident. It posed
much z tarest to the re.ctionary regime thet 156 of the leader-
ship of tae democrctic wmovement were orrested aud cicrged for
High Trecson in 1956 with the rreedom Cacrter forwing the main
pletform of tae chargeé.

Comrades, the =fricun Letional Congress not only moblised
tne oppressed people &nd taught tnew the srt of revolutionary
struggle ogainst their enemy, it @lso taught tacw the virtues
of revolutionw.ry internationslisa thus it was thet one of the
e«rly slogans :dopted by the founding L.tners of our organisation
made & clerion call for "wu.YISviE i ..iuICa®, Dnis slogan was
to inspire in lotter yecrs the birta of meny political perties
on the african continent, some of whom even went to the extent
of «dopting our bational «nthem *HuwOsI Sllucslda i .#RICAT
and ada, ting it to the conditions of struggle in their respective
countries. e cannot be churged of imuwod.sty for mentioning
theses facts,

To-day our orgm=uisation is le.ding the armed pihcse of
our struggle inside our country and its iuapact and influence
is cuuse for serious concern within the ronks of tae foscist-
regiue,

Comrades, the birth cnniverscries of our organisction
always «fford us - appropgri-te ogportunities to look into tae
past 12 gonths precceding the annuversary,

Phere is no doubt that the yecr 1976 witnessed the tremendous
growth of the revolution.ry movement of the .fricun peoples
i@ its impect of the international politicel scene.
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sn eveut of I.r-reacaing importance at the beginuning of
1976 was the defeat of fascist woouth african ag.ressisa oy
the revolutionary uFLa and the people of angloa, It is not
possible to our estimate tne signifinence of this victory.
Tae people of the a~frica continent were saown .owW po#isiole
it wes to dereat impericlist inspired aggression giveu the
unity end revolutionary determin.tion of the people coufronting
thet eggresion end the ability of the revolufionury vangueand
to mobilise soliderity end support of tae international
ysrogressive forces especially the sociclist countries.
It is known that throughout the period of their revolutiomary
strugzle cgainst ~outh Africen cggression, in defence of their
young teople's Republic of 4ingola,, wPL. was a subject of
recctionary attacks and villification by international imperié~
lism and its supporters whose only concern was the severance
of the ties binding «tLa and its revolutionery allies, meinly
the soviet Union and Cuba,

The victory of the angolan people brought about the deepening
of the ypolitical crisis of imperialism on the Africcn continent
and tarew its supporters into desarray wnd confusion, U3
imgerialism quickly cdopted manouvres of re-«djustment to the
new situwtion and nence the coﬁnterrfevolutionury saouttle
diplomacy® accompenied by the druw-bects of a so-culled New
smerican policy for africe demagogically proclaiming Us impe-
rialist support for african wmejority rule in Zimpabwe, 1t
is important for us to understand the strateyy =nd tacticdl
objectives of tne so-called Kissiuger shuttle diplomacy.

TPhis we aust do because even the new Carter adminstietion in

the United States will be pursuing the old policies with

possible slight variations.

How do we summarise the cctivities of imperialism in
Africa in this period.

() International imperielisu, despurately worried over the
ewergence of the new progressive sbutes following the
oreck-up of rortuguese coloniulisu ond the declared
intentions of these new stotes to pursue houe «nd foreign
policies drametically opposed to the over-all impericlist
interest, is now doing everytaing possiple to selvage the
situetion in the reuwsining colonially domincted area Dy
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seeking to ensure that the end-result of the revolutionary
struggles of the peoples in Southern ifrica produce neo-
colonial regimes which will punder to the interests of
imperialism by protecting its vast econimic, political
and strategic interests in this region,

(b) 1In order to acnieve this, imperialism is intensifying its
counter-revolutionary meneouvrces of dividing the african
countr.es by opposing what it chooses to call umoderate
states what it calls wilitant ufrican states, 18y devious
waneouvers it is not only strengtheuing its hold on its
old allies in Africa but it is at the same time seeking
out new allies for the sole purpose of encircling and
isolating genuinely prosressive forces on the sfrican
Continent which include the african hational Congress.

(c) 4t the same time it is taking steps to outtress and
streugtnen its bulwark and aggressive tusk force, the
Lascist regime of S outh africa through increased diplomatic
and militery support. This accounts for the fodlowing
actions by tne various contingents of the iwperialist
system -

(i) Imperialism, mainly U3 and Aritain continues with
its efforts to put fresh paint on the face of the
fescist regime in our country by putting forward
the strange notion that the Vorster «igressive regiame
is an important element for the peaceful solution
of the problems of the cohoaially oppressed peoples
of Zimbabwe and Neawmibia, This is inspite of the
united unequivocal condeunation of tais regiwe by
the overwneluing uwecjority of wankind precisely
because of its continuing crimes wgainst our people
and menkind <s & whole.

(ii) In =ddition to this diplometic support, frence wnd
West Germeny in particuler, have assvigned theumselves
tne task of fitting nuclear teeth to the aggressive
militery mecnine of tne ocouth african fuscist regime.
There is to-day gener«l aggrement tnat the Vorster
regime is successfully developimg its nuclear
potential,
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(iii) The fascist Vorster regime is being closely
intergreted into the plens of the zggressive
NORTH ~TLANTIC TRE~TY OdGANISATION (WATO).
At tne same time plans for the creation of the
SOUTH .TLaNTIC TR.G4TY ORGANISATION (3ATO) are
advanced and an important place in t.uis aggressive
alliance is reserved for the fascist regime in
our country.

411 this comrades, is taking place behind a thickening
smoke-screen of intensified imperialist propaganda directed
at drawing attention to the "increased Soviet activity" ot
the Indian ocean, The aim is to wobilise the african people
against the so-called wenzce whilst at the same time
projecting the importance of the strategic position of the
fascist regime in this situation.

(d) Henry Kissinger, the foremost representative of imerican
monopoly capital is interested in feathering the nest
of the all-powerful auwericen multi-nationel corporations
on the African continent. This was therefore part of
the aim of his heightened activity on our continent even
at the expense of intensifying inter-imperialist rivalries,

(e) Above all comrades, one of the most important impericlist
objectives is the severance of the umpilical cord linking
the national liperation movement of the newly independent
and non-independent African peoples to the socialist
countries and other progressive forces of the world.

Such were the strategic aims of imperialism on the african
continent highlighted by its intensified activity through
the Kissinger "“"shuttle diplomacy" in 1976.

Comrzces, also of tremendous importance and significance
in 1976 was the growth of the revolutionary movement for hational
Liberation in Zimbabwe, Namibia and south africa - a process
that undoubtedly was closely allied to the progressive political
changes in Southern africa.

In Zimoabwe, the revolution«ry armed struggle of the
people grew in scope and intensity and tnis made a direct
contribution to the situation where the aggressive regime of
Ian omith condescended to sit at a conference twuole to discuss

the future of the country with the anthentic representative of
the people. /
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armed revolutionary struggle of the people of Zimbabwe was
almost complicated by wmeneouvres which sought to weaken the

* political leadership by emphasising the prominence of the
armed wing as a possible "third force’, It was only thanks
to the maturity and vigilance of the political leadership
of the people of Zimbabwe that these maneovres were defeated.

A process of polarisation within the Zimbabwe movement
took place. This was crystalised by the setting of thé
patriotic Front which has had a positive impuct during the
Geneva conference, At the same time this ensured the shedding
of the political dead~wood which consisted of a confused mess
of so-called liberation movements some of whom had long
discredited themselves before the eyes of the Zimbabwe people,

In Namibia, the revolutionary armed struggle under the
leadership of SWAPO has intensified, thanks to the existance
of a reliable rear base - the People's Republic of Angola.
Alarmed at these developments, the South african fascist
regime has turned Namibia literally into its armed camp
through the constant introduction of reinforcements to ward
off the onslaught of the revolutionary forces,

SWAFO has constantly rejected the counter-revolutionary,
TURNH&LLE conference of South African stooges as a maneouvre
designed to perpetuate the oppression of the people of Namioia
by the Vorster regime. S#APO has instead called for a meefiing
with the occupying regime of Vorster to negotiate only the
transfer of power to the people of Namibia which presuppses
withdrawal of the fascist os regime from hamibia., The only
other body to participate in these tulk is the United Nations,
We fully support SWaPO's positions in these matters,

Comrades, in our country wihich represents the pivotal
'centre of 211 tne contradictions in Southern Africa, the revolu-
tionary omnslaught of our people on the fascist regime intensified
during 1976. \We shall not deal with the gruesome details .of
the open fascist repression that has been unleashed on our
people and the democratic movement since the uprising which
erupted on the 16th June.
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Suffice to remind our movement and supporters thet from that
time hundreds of our people have already oeen killed in
cold blood by the fascist regime either during the course

of the heroic but unequal battles the revolutionary masses
have faught against the enemy on the streets of the Black
ghettoes all over South Africa or in various police stations
and jails. There is a growing list of those wio have been
mordered during the course of interrogation,

Thousands of our people have been detained and gpecial
courts have been set up to hand down arbitrary sentences, such
as floggingon those children who have escaped being secretly
killed and buried by night., In an attempt to hide this gruesome
picture reaching the outside world, the regime conducted whole-
sale arrests of journalists some of whom were detained without
trial for 1long period.

This is a orief and incomplete picture of what is happening
in our country.

But comrades let us look at the depth of the ciisis that
is now confronting the regime of terror in our country.

At the opeginning of the current uprising on June 16th,
the fascist enemy reacted with uparalleled orutality against
the demonstrating school children in 30..T70, wvpecially trained
anti-urban querrilla warfare squads armed to the teeth were
moblilised against the children. As the world now knows they
hed gone to o04.T0 to disperse the peaceful demonstration of
school-children in protest against the imposition of tiae
Afrikaens language as & medium of instruction in .frican
schools in the most brutal feshion imaginable, The initial
armed blow of the enemy left on the first day more than 300
children dead and many others injured., wsven this figure, a
according to eye witness accounts, is < conservative estimate
of the bloody carnage of that day.

It is clear therefore that the enemy rewd in the situation
of June 16th an open declaration of war against the fascist
regime, The initial orutal blow ageinst our cnildren was
intended to achieve & dual oojective.
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(a) After the debacle of its defeat by sFLA and the resultant
moral and psychological crisis or confidence it suffered
especially within the ranks of the white mbnority popu~
lation the enemy sought to demonstrate to this section
of our population that it still had the capacity to
maintain so-called "lew and order", «hat is more, it
wanted to prove that it was still capable to defend
the interests and priviledges of this section against
any future onslaught by the revolutionary forces,

(b) The fascist regime has been aware that despite its
unbriddled terror ceampaign against the revolutionary
liberation movement, tinere hus over the years been
increasing evidence of its growing strength. The student
demonstrations in virtually all +the Black campases in
early 7T70's; tne growing restiveness of the people in the
Bantustan areas and above all the resurgence of the strike
movement by the revolutionery 3lack working class especially
from 1973 onwards were all evidence of the militant re-

- grouping of vast sections of the oppressed population
ageinst the fascist regime.

YThus one of the objectives of the orutal olow ageinst our
children in June was an attempt at mass intimidation of tne
oppressed people of our country against any further acts
of resistance.

The question we may well ask ourselves is - did tae enemy
succeed to achieve any of these objectives. Obviously the
answer is "NO", Why do we say this?

(i) The bloody massacre of our children on 16th June
in Soweto znd subsequently in othner areas as the
uprising spread outraged tae conscience of certain
actions of tane white minority populeation., It is
known thet already during tae early days of the
uprising white students from the witwatersrand
university took to the streets demonstrating
against the brutality of tae regimes.

(ii) oince then and especially <s it occame clear that
the revolutionary upsurge of the masses could not
been put down even oy the most brutal methods of tie
enemy, there is & growing number of waite people that
are leaving the country for fear of being swallowed

up by the revolutionery avalanche.
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The revolutionary masses of our people have refused
to e intiaidated. from 304.T0 the uprising quickly
spread to meny perts of the country in actions taat
nave been werked by unparalleled méss heroism waich

has even defied death. The orgauiéatlonal capacity

of tne peoples ofiensive has been growing and the

attacks against the eneay are pecoming more sophisticated.
Police stations in the Johannesburg areas heve been
cestroyed oy what the enemy hiself admitted were pro-
fessional metinods of sabotage; railway lines have been
cut; at the beginning of Lecember; a unit of Uukonto

we osizwe defended itself from arrest oy launching a
grenade attack on the police who had intercepted them,
Both police were seriously injured and our comrades

safely got away and are now carrying out more revolutionary
agssignment of our wovement.

The so-called wini.ter of police Jimmy Kruger, heas
been screaming in the press heaping all manner of abuse
on the sfrican National Congress which through tine
enemy's auwmission is the driving force benind iacreasing
actions against the regime.

oolidarity within the Black couwminity grew even stronger
during the current uprising. sirican, Indian and
colourcd youth and workers heve been acting together
against the coummdn enewy and all attempts to divide

the people by appealing to backward racial and even
trioal sentiments nave failed.

Of special significence have been the successful

political general strikes involving thousands upon
thousands of 3lack workers during which militant political
demends were put forward calling for the release of

those who have been c<rrecsted and detained during the
current uprising. Thus this current situation has

hed its impact on the wulti-naticnal co-operetions
plundering our country. A state of al.rm has been

reised in the boazmdrooms of these co-opc.rations many
thousands of miles awey froa our country.
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(vi) The South sfrican economy has suffered further setbacks

as a result of the current situction. The artificial

political calm which the regime was forcing on the

country through shneer brute force and cripgling legal

and administrative weasures has been shatteredresultiing

in a great deal of unease within the ranks of International

and domestic capitalist monopolies. The increasing

difficulties of tue south african edonouy have "inter-alia

found exprssion in growing uneuployment especially with-

in the Black comminity. This developuent is not likely

to improve the already explossive situation within our

country. It will instead add more fuel to the already

raging courlagration,

(vii) The revolutionary onslaught of our people during the
curvent uprising has vared tae fangs of south sfrican
fascism. No honest ob.erver of deveopuents in our
couatry can still entertain illusions of a peaceful
transfer of power to pur people., Those wno still
continue to espouse such rallacies will surely expose

* tnemselves as the most dangerous enemies of the freedom
and humen dignity of the oppressed sSlack majority of
our country.

(viii) The regime of terror in our country has never been
a8 isolated as it is now after its brutal repressiomns
of the uprising of our people. All important inter-
national foruns heve expressed anger and disgust at
the crimes of the apeartheid regiwe in strongly worddd
resolutions which h&ave received wide populir support
of the broad masses of thé people everywhere., ooweto,
Gugulctu and otner nitherto unkuown wreas in our country
heve now become household nwuwes &ll over the world,

wnilst the regime has suffered these serious setoacks,
*the international prestige of the revolutionery awovement of
“our people, led by tie ~frican National Congress has been con-
.'solidated. For the first time ever the ~frican National
Congress jointly sponsored with tane »arsO a successful
international conference in support of the struggle of our
people, in ~ddis sbzpbz in Octopber last year,
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This conference which was attended by revolutionzry forces
from ifrica, Asia, Latin smerica, North .werica and .estern

Bupope adopted a militent programme of action whose succesSsful
implimentetion will mooilise yet orocder sections of the world's
people on our side,

From the foregoing, it is clear courades that 1976 was

" a year of victorious edvance of our revolutionery struggle.
slthough the enemy enjoyed wilitery superiority over our
people, we soundly defeested them in the field of psychological,
moral and political warfare and tais is indeed a great acaieve-
ment. The strength end effectiveness of our underground
revolutionary movement has grown; wess heroism wnd readiness
to sacrifice all is on the order of the day as the militant
upsurge that is . ripping the oppressed on a scale never ovefore
witnessed in our country is gaining momentum, The revolutionary
working also has taken its place in the front ranks of the
fighting musses. iWhat more do we need? 1976 also witnessed

a developmeut in another direction which, in the wake of the
events that were teking place all over the country, was
intended to divert the attention of the world away from the
mounting crimes of tae regime to its so-called atteupts at
solving the very problems thut are at tane root of the crisis
in 3outh ~frica., Undeterred by earlier condesnation and re-
jection of its santustan policies, the Vorster regime went
throuzh 2ll the motions of declaring the Iranskei sSantustan

en “independent® state. Tais step has only iormalised the
creation of a colomial . client state for the direct benefit

of south Africa and international capitelist wonopolies.

since then of course, tae world comunity nas re-emphasised
its total rejection of this fraudulant form of independence
for our people. This should not wmake us rest on our leurels.
Certainly rejection of the independence of the Transkel does
not have the same mecning for the representatives of imperialist
powers as it has for the genuine friends and supporters of
our revolutionary struggle.

There is information available that the «merican wilitary
oruss is already studying the possibility of building & naval
base at Fort oSt Johns, The rationcle for tais move is the
so-called Soviet menace in the Indian Ocean which is supposed
to pose a threat to the strutegic interests of iwperialism.
Should this move succeed, it will certainly create serious
couplications for the struggle of our people.
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What then are the urgent tasks facing our wmovement to-day?

Comrades, the central and urgent task facing our organisation
and its militery wing, UwkKONTO Wi SIZws, is the stepping up
4 of ermed revolutionary struggle for seizure of pgower by tne
,beople., We muet co-ordinate everything else to the prosecution
. of this task, It means that our whole movewent from the
« National dxecutive Committee down to its orgaas wore perticularly
the Revolutionary Council, must give priority to the creation
of the conditions necessary for the intensification and
sustaining this fora of struggle and for the participation
of the broad wasses, At the same time all other poiitical
and economicc forms of strugsle must also be developed along-
side the principal from of confrontation,

Mass wobilisation of the oppressed population must prcceed

on & scale never before attained. No problem confronting
our people pe it on local or nationzal level wmust be left
unattended. sffort to srm the peorle and prepare taem morally
and psychologically for tne new phase of our struggle must
intending through an zll-out propaganda offensive wiich will

2 include certain physicel actions for racising the worale

of our people =nd steeling their confidence in their apility

y
i

to confront the enemy. This has already streted., It must
be intensified with due regard to security for the protection
of our machinery.

The sfrican National Congress, the lewder <nd organiser
of our revolutionary struggle should urgently pay attention
to the following:-

(a) we must strengthen and consolidate th& unity of all the
progressive forces of our country under the heroic add
consistently revolutionary panner of the african
Netional Congress,

J This means that we should resolutely flusn out end expose
"all the remnants of the counter-revolutionsry ‘gang of eight”
. “from within our ranks; cqually resolutely defeat zny tendencies
which &8 the "weng of 8 did, will seek to divide and
weaken our wovement on reactionary ideological and racial and
even on tribal grounds.
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(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)
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The .frican National Congress, the vangu.rd of the
revolutionary strugzle of our people, must aeke serious
efforts to overcome organisctional short-couings wnd
weeknesses. Wnilst it is true that we h.ve never in the
past hzd to cope with types of complicuted proolems thet
are now confronting us since the 16th June 1976 &nd taere-
fore have no past experience to rely on, it should not

be an excuse for the organisational chazos and confusion
which invariably paralyses the swooth functioning of

our entire organisationzl structure.

Strict observance of discipline end adnerence to the
political line of our organisation c<re essential ingre-
dients for organisational cohesion «nd efriciency.

This weans that our organisational assignments aust

be carried out witn promptness and caactness and at the
same time we must be ready to defend tane . olitical stand
of our organisation against any and all detractors.

Our underground organisational mechinery must be streng-
thened, expanded «nd protected from the prying eyes and
ears of the enemy.

Current developments in our country hsve shown that it

is possiple to forge the unity of all dewocratic forces
genuinely involved in the struggle for tae freedom of

our people., Tanis has ex panded the base for launcaing

a generalised offensive against the encmy. The ~frican
hationel Congress must not only meke efforts to con.olidate
this development but it wust strain every nerve to expand
this oase by drawing in even those forces that have hither
to saown a certuin cmount of scepticism and hesistancy

to join the revolutionary front.

The internationel soliderity movement with tae struggle

of our people led by african nNational Congress amust be
prozdened in 1977. It will therefore be the task of the
International Depertment of the hkational dxecutive Comuittee
to work out a concrete programme of work in tais field
which will have to lay special emphasis inter-alia on

the broadening end sharpening of the campaing for the
release of all political prisoners in our country;
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(h)

(1)
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direct the attention of the world community to the
increasing spate of murder of detzined prisoners by the
fagscist regime. In this respect the special attention

of bodies such as the International rRed Cross must oe
directed to the urgency of a thorough investigation of
these crimes with a view +to meking the information puolic.

The African Nationzl Congress must constantly expose the
growing nuclear potential of the fascist regiume so as to
neighten the vigilence of the independant sfrican contiment
and other international progressive forces against this

new danger to world peace and security.

The Africen National Congress must take steps to further
strengthen its fraternal political relations with other
revolutionary lioeration movements in Scuthern ifrica
and in other part of the world., we must pay particular
attention to our relations with the kelestine Liberation
Organisetion (PLO) as counter-weight to the growing
collaboration between the fascist ocouth ~frican regime
and Israel.

ife must strengtihen our relations with the memoer-stetes

of the organisation of african Unity, especielly with the
countries that are pordering on south «irica; we must
further consolidate our excellent relations with the Soviet
Union, Cuba and other member-states of tne sociclist
comuunity and all other progressive forces of the world.

We must also fully participate in the United Nations system
and use all the possibilities it offers to adveance our
revolutionary struggle.
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Comrades, the 65th anniversary of our organisation finds
.us a few steps ahcad on the sure road to ireedom and independence.
{Phe road already treversed has

been & hsird one and harder
tstill is the

one that still lies ahead. Our people however
thave clearly demonstrated that they do not leck the courage

determination to forge ahead. They sce their way forward
very clearly and they know thut the whole of projressive
mankind is marching resolutely in step with them. They
have full confidence in the ability of the African hational
Congress to lead them into further victories.

There is no doubt that we shall win,
Forward to Voctory!

apnandla hgawethu !

watla kea rona !

Power to the Peoplel!l!



