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Dear Mr Sisulu

I am not sure whether you have had a moment to glance at the

latest issue of Democracy in Action, the magazine of IDASA.

If you have a moment, I would be grateful if you would read the

editorial on page 2 which has featured in a very disappointing

way in the press in recent days. It is my view that IDASA can be

of greatest value to the ANC when it performs its task as a

critical ally of the transition process. In line with. that
approach, I have tried to make some suggestions regarding Mr de

Klerk’s role as well as that of the ANC. I want you to know that

I am very aware of the enormous difficulties and problems facing

you and the leadership of the ANC and want to assure you of our

good wishes and all possible cooperation.

Dr Motlana, Dr Slabbert and I are due to meet with Mr Mandela at

11.30 am on 17 July and I hope there will be an opportunity to

see you then as well.

With warmest good wishes

Yours sincerely

DR A L BORAINE

Executive Director

Institute For A Democratic Alternative For South Africa

Directors

Dr. 8 Name, Dr A Boralne, Prol. A Du Ton. P101 J Gerwel, The Most Rev. D. HurIey, Rev. Canon Mcebrsi Xundu. Dr. N Motlana, P7015 Saunders, Dr F Van Zyl Slabbert, Rev de Vlllxevs M
3093. Prof. P, Vale



DEHMRACY
 JUNE/JULY 1990

IR ACITJN
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE FOR SOUTH AFRICA

 

 

People were hurt, admits unlikely star Wessels
DEPUTY Foreign Minister Leon Wessels looked like an un-
likely star in the line—up of prominent speakers at the ”South Africa
in Transition" contei'enee.

But in many \x'ays he was: admitting to government policies ha\'~
ing “hurt" people in the past, calling on whites to identity them—
selves emotionallly with Africa and become truly involved with its
successes and failures, and showing concern and understanding tor
those who distrust his government.
The tall former Alrikaanse Sttitlentehoml president cut a sincere

and humble figure betore an audience made up mainly of tradi—
tional “enemies" ot' the National l’artv, manv ol them ANC and
MDM leaders. ' ‘

It was the TlI‘St time a member of the government had appeared
on a public platform with a member of the ANC (recently released
Robben Islander Jeffrey Radebe) and also the first time the cabinet
had accepted an invitation to participate in an lelasa conference.

\t’lr Wessels soon showed that his presence was not a token ges-
turei He admitted that his personal ”journey into Africa" had

Meet needs of

disadvantaged,
conference on

transition told

By Ronel Scheffer

started only \‘ei'y reeently 7 on the same day that Nelson Mandela
took his first steps to freedom from \'it‘tor \"erster prison. Wessels
was \x'atehing the event on television in a country elsewhere in
At'riea. That Visit was an eye—opener, he said He realised that most
whites were only physieally in Africa and that they still had to

learn how they can constructively be part of the eontinenti

The deputy minister rounded off his pei‘lormanee hy spontane—
ously ol’t’ering, to some amusement and applause from the audi—

ence, to hold the microphone tor covpanelis‘t let't‘rey Radebe (a eom7

pliment Radebe returned during question time later).
In response to questions from the atidienee, Wessels said it was

Very gracious ot the "other side" to bury the hatchet and forgive
past mistakes, but it would be eountei‘—protlt1cti\'e tor the goverir

ment to gloss over past errors.

”We ha\'e to talk about the past it we are going to talk about the

future That is the only way we will discover and rediscover each

other. No matter how well intended policies were 7 people were
hurt in the proeess,”

 

Deputy Foreign Minister Leon Wessels holds the
microphone for Jeffrey Radebe of the ANC.

THE political transition process in South

Africa could easil\’ he derailed it some of

the material e\peetations ot the disadvan—

taged sections ot' the eommtinitj' were not

met in the short tei‘nL

This warning, alluding also to the need to

give the masses reason to have faith in the

negotiation process, was one ot' the l\,e_\'

messages from the “South Atriea in Transi-

tion" conference hosted by ldasa in l’oi‘t

Elizabeth in June.

Several speakers, among them noted aea—

demies and trade timonis’ts‘, pointed to con»

tradietions in the government’s approach 7

Nation—building a

futile exercise?

—PAGE 8 —

and, to a lesser e\tent, also in the state»

ments and actions of the progressive oppov

sition 7 in the current pI‘e—negotiation phase,

Such anomalies/ it was felt, would exoner—

bate the publie Confusion, tear, bewilder—

ment and anger normally associated with

periods of political transition.

Also emphasised during the debates

were:

"" The government's determination to

control as far as‘ possible the negotiation
pi‘oees's';

*‘ The need {or tmbanned organisations to
be ready to participate and bargain in the

Military in peace

mission to Lusaka

7PAGE10 —

"normal” world of eom'entional polities;

" The next phase in transition depends to

a very large e\tent on whether the goverir

ment and its potential allies in transition

can consolidate the process in the eentre,

contain opposition on the pei'imeters and

begin to share responsibility tor managing
the process away from domination;

The uncertainty ot' the otiteome of at—
tempts to liberalise and demoeratise South

Alriean society;
“' The tact that South Alriea was not an

”e\eeptioiial ease" but could learn from

To Page 4

Yuppies moet hand

by sit

— BLADSY 13 7 



DEMOCRACY

IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

0 To encourage South Atri-

cans of all races to reject

apartheid and discover an

alternative that is non-racial

and democratic in the true

sense of the word.

0 To assist people to accept

and work for a post-apartheid

society as a way of allaying

their fears.

. To mobilise the skills,

knowledge and experience of

all those who can assist the

communities in the crisis

areas of South Africa.

0 To provide forums and op-

portunities on a nationwide

basis to find democratic

solutions to South Africa’s

problems.

0 To assist in creating a

climate for genuine negotia-

tion towards a non-racial and

democratic South Africa.

IDASA Offices

HEAD OFFICE: Hill House, 1 Penzance

Road, Mowbray, Cape Town, 7700 (Tel 021—

473127; Fax 477458)

WESTERN CAPE: 6 Creylink House, Orange

Street, Gardens, Cape Town, 8001 (Tel 021-

222150; Fax 237905)

jOHANNESBURG: l’ifth Floor, Norvic

House, 93 De Korte Street, Braamfontein,

2107 (Tel 0114033580; Fax 3395301)

PRETORIA: 203 Hatfield l’urum, 1077 Ara-

Cadia Street, Hatfield, 0083 (Tel 012-3422335/

6; Fax 3421926)
DURBAN: |2()6 Sangro House, 417 Smith

Street, Durban, 4001 (Tel 031-3048893; liax

3048891)

PORT ELIZABETH: Fourth Floor, Standard

House, 344 Main Street, Port Elizabeth, 6001

(Tel 041-553301—3; l’ax 522587)

EAST LONDON: Third Floor, (jladstone

House, Gladstone Street, East London, 5201

(Tel 0431430047; Fax 438682)

 

Contributors to Democracy in Action

may express opinions that are not

necessarily supported by ldasa.

 

 

 

EDITORIAL

The message we
need to hear

he verdict on Mr Ronald Re—

agan's presidency of the United

States has yet to be written.

However, there is one area of

his presidency in which he ex-

celled. I lis so—ealled ”t'ireside chats" on tele-

vision and radio were classics in Ct)111l11t|11l-

cation.

He made no attempt to impress or even to

interpret his policies or lat‘k thereol. What

he did was to reassure and convince Ameri-

cans that he was in charge and that he had

their best interests at heart,

President De Klerk is going to have to

take a hut out of the former American

president's book, This is in no way to sug-

gest that he should seek to placate the ltlntk

tic fringe on the rightwingi They are a

small, vocal and potentially dangerous

group, but they are much in the minority

and will not respond to reason or to reas—

surances, particularly it. they should Come

from the man whom they believe has be-

trayed them. Nor should Mr De Klerk at-

tempt to sweeten the pill as it were, in the

sense of deluding the broad masses of

whites into a belief that lite is goingsy to go

on exactly as it has before 2 February 1990.

What he does have to do is to reassure

his major constituency that it is in their own

self—interest to accept a new South African-

ism which embraces all South Africans and

which at’t‘ords equal opportunities for all,

irrespective of race or ethnicity.

He has to take them into his confidence

and he can best do this not by focussing on

constitutional niceties, but rather to present

them with a vision of what the new South

Africa could be like: a South Africa tree

from discrimination, but also tree from tear;

a South Africa with justice tor all, but the

promise also of peace and security.

Mr De Klerk has rightly and commenda—

bly been strong on the need to break down

the walls which have for so long separated

South At’rieans t'rom eaeh other. He needs

also to stress the bridges whieh have to he

built so as to ensure a united South Africa.

For more than 40 years the National l’art\'

has used every means at its disposal to iii—

etileate within the white eoinmunitv a feel:

ine1 ot superiority over their fellow ieiti/ens.

’l‘hey have ruthlessly e\ploited tears and

convinced whites that so long as apartheid

is in place, their privileged future was asv

sured. Now Mr De Klerk and his gtH’CI‘IP

nient must use all the resources at their dis—

posal to break down the feats

This needs to be done not beeause whites

are more important or more special than

anyone else. It needs to he done because

unless it is, there will be lurther erosion of

support away trom Mr De Klerk in the di—

rection ol‘ right-wing extremism and that
holds serious and tragic implieations for all
who wish to see the emergence of a new
South Africa.

(11 course Mr De Klerk is not alone in his
responsibility to help clarity the confusion

and deal decisively with tears which have

arisen, particularly in the white community

All who are committed to a discrimination—

t‘ree and just society have a responsibility at

every possible level to bring a message not

only of challenge, but also of hope.

In this regard the ANC has a particular

obligation. Mr Mandela has on numerous

occasions sought to give reassurance to

white South Africans However, he has to

do more than this. He and the ANC should

give serious consideration to three areas

Firstly, they have to demonstrate that

they are not having to be dragged to the

negotiation table. Whilst the ANC has to set

in place its structures and to handle the

demanding task of bringing back the exiles,

and a host of other logistical and political

problems, it also has a responsibility to con—

tradict the prevailing perception that they

do not have the same sense of urgency as

demonstrated by Mr De Klerki

In the second place, whilst sanctions in

many respects may be symbolic, and whilst

it may be understandable that Mr Mandela

and the ANC have to take a tough attitude

on this score because of the deep—seated

and historic suspicions within the black

community, the ANC nevertheless ought to

be much clearer in their timetable for the

lifting of sanctions and in particular the

sanctions on new investment.

hen precisely will they accept that

the shift away from apartheid to—
wards an open and free society is

deemed to be irreversible? Certainly the

South African economy cannot afford to

wait until the end of the negotiations or

when the new government is in place. It is

in the interests of all, including the ANC,

that Mr Mandela and Mr De Klerk should

jointly call for the lifting of sanctions.

The third and most important area of all

is clarity on the whole question of violence

which brings tear and uncertainty into the

hearts of white and black alikei

Whilst the [\NC commendably has called

tor the end to Violence which has character—

ised so much of life in South Africa for so

long, it needs to go much further than that.

So long as they continue to emphasise the

need for the Veontinuation of the armed

struggle, it is impossible for them to urge

with conviction the end of violence in Natal

or anywhere else.

South Africa is so close to writing a new

chapter in its history The stakes are high

and enormous demands will be made on

Mr De Klerk and Mr Mandela and those

whom they represent. lt the new South Af-

rica is within our grasp, it can also be

rudely and violently snatched away. If this

is not to h tppen, a great deal will depend in

the coming months on leadership, compas-

sionate and strong, from both sides of the

divide.

Alex Boraine

Excecutive Director
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LETTERS

Conference

impresses

I HAVE read about Idasa both from

your publications (Democracy in Action,

Annual Report) and newspapers (on the

Dakar conference and the Future of the

Military and Defence in South Africa eon—

tereiiee).

The latter conference on the military has

impressed me as a forerunner to grappling

with some of the obstacles and problems of

military integration and security for South

Africa in transition to a democratic order -

something which neither Zimbabwe nor

Namibia had the opportunity to exercise.

Isaac Mahala Siku

Orlando West, Soweto

A ‘thank you’ from

Selborne
HAVING just participated in the Selborne

College/Ebenezer Majombozi High School

exchange programme in East London, may

I express my gratitude to Idasa for their

outstanding assistance.

[dasa became involved in the “pre-ex—

change” stages and helped with the plan~

ning7 and later the running of our pro-

gramme The exchange was a great success

and provided many with a forum to ex—

press, on the one hand, their tears and, on

the other hand, their aspirations regarding

our country's future.

A combined committee from both schools

has been established to plan further non—ra-

Cial contact, We hope to extend the group,

bringing in other East London high schools

soon, to give others the chance to become

involved in our various projects

Although understanding has been

greatly improved, much work is vital in the

form of tollow—up encounters. A number of

projects are in the pipeline and I hope that

they are as successful as our exchange

proved to be.

Oliver Power

East London

Wrong name for

economics wizard

ON Page 5 ot‘ your May issue, you refer

to someone called Milton Keynes. Do you

not mean John Maynard Keynes? Milton

Keynes is a place in England.

Lord Keynes was a great economist who

once wrote: ”Marxist socialism must always

remain a portent to historians of Opinion —

how a doctrine so illogical and so dull can

have exercised so powerful and enduring

an influence over the minds of men, and

through them, the events of history."

Stephen Mulhollami

Managing Director
Times Media Ltd

 
        
 

JA-NEE

Not our business

AN executive from an industry that gets

the lion’s share of its business from the
black community had the following to say

to an Idasa staffer collecting donations to

relieve the plight of waterlogged Cape
squatters: “First of all, why are they squat-

ting? They should go back to where they

Come from."
-Cm1’t nmtt‘li t/mt m ignm‘mit‘e, mu one?

The people shall be chic!

THE politics of dress cannot be neglected.

An Afrikaans woman who attended a

showing of the VidCO on the ANC/Afri-
kaans writers encounter at Vic Falls whis«

pered not a word about the content of the

discussion But she had plenty to say about
the standard of dress of the ANC women in

the film

7 Snmll (oiisolntimi tn the women 101m recently

returned tron] Lusaka: you don't have to woo
Hlt‘W ieit/I ”krimp/mi” anymore.

FW ken die kuns

PRESIDENT Mitterand was aanvanlik

blykbaar nie oorvriendelik met sy Suid—Af—

rikaanse eweknie op die se onlangse besoek

in Frankryk niei Totdat hy hoor dat F W de

Klerk die enkele vry uurtjie tot sy

beskikking in Parys in die Rodin—museum

deurgebring het. Daar was hierna geen

perke aan die Franse sjarme nie.
iCeen sprakt’ mm (kulmzm‘ Hie.
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TRANSITION

Meet needs of disadvantaged
ll’dlhlllttlh elsewhere;

“ One ot the moat important tortex tor

\neeextnl tranxition will he the kind ot I’elai

tionahip developing hetween the gmei'n—

ment, the ,\\'(' .lllkl the private \t‘L‘ltH', antl

“ 'l‘he neetl tor aetion on all lI‘Ulll\, and at

both loyal and national le\'el~ timing the

transition period,

Some allll \lt‘lk‘gtllL‘N atlemletl the tomm-

ent‘e, whieh teatin'etl speakers trom /.llll*

hahwe, \amihia, and an international air

thority on politit‘al tranxition pi‘oeexsex. ;\l-

though the toens was on the politit'al tranxi-

tion prove“ and \pet’itit‘ally the lemon»

troni transitionx in latin “\Illt‘l'lk‘d and

Southern l-‘tn'ope, the theme~ ot et'ononiit

lUNllCL‘, the media,

k‘kltlt'dllull, L‘i\'ll lilai

ei‘ties anti loeal gov
ernment were also

LllSt‘th‘kl in woi'lv

shops during the

two~day meeting.

In his eloxing 11‘—

marks to the (Ulllt‘r’

enee, lelasa's ewew

li\'L‘ LllI‘L‘eltH‘, Dr

:\le\ lloraine, said

although i'et‘ent ex

pei‘ient'e ot‘ transi—

tion> ti‘om autoc-

racy to politit‘al cle—

moeraeies

where in the world

indicated that socio—

economit‘ iu<tiee did

not automatically
flow from political

changes, it was im—

perative that, in

South Atriea, an at-

tempt at leaxt be made to introduce the two

simultaneously.

”Otherwise the commitment ot' the disad~

vantaged to the transition proeexs will he
less strong and the hand~ of those who ~a\
no to negotations will he xtrengthened,” i

ON THE opening; night ot the t‘ontt-n
enve/ it was l’ort l5li/aheth civic leader and

reeently returned ANC e\ile 'l'ho/amile

Hotha who tii'st drew attention to the tntil—

ity ot' a transition proeew whit’h did not
[Clle‘ account ot' the e\peetations ot the ot

the vast majority ot' S'otith Atrit'anx who
have \Lit'tered severe material deprivation

tor LlL‘CtlLlL‘\.

”It the people at grassrootx are not now

Vinced that they will henetit/ the pl'ttk'kNx.

will tail, no matter how powerttil a gtwerw
ment we have in control," he \nlltl.

||e (oneetletl that the l‘\Pk‘kltlll(tll\ ot the
dixadx'antaged had to he halant'ed with the
ahilitV ot' the state to provide in their needs.
This/however, did not mean that the \tate

could be absolved t’roin itx tlntv to provide

in the basic housing, edtitation, health and

weltare and employment llt’t‘kl\ ot the toni-

munitv.
'1‘th keynote speaker at the tonterente,

noted authoi'itv l’rot l’hilippe Sthmitter ot

Stantord University in Lalitornia, had hoth

bad and good news on llllx mhjeet Hie H"

search of recent transitionx to politital le"

moeraev in Latin America \llLl\\'L‘Ll that w-

else-

4

tial etliialitv wax not guaranteed and that

”qiiit‘lx ti\" popiilixt (‘ttlllttllllk polieiex do

not pi‘mltit'e the th‘Nll'L‘tl I'etlisti'ihiltion ot

wealth. lx’atheiy the\' lt‘tl to Lll‘\ltll‘lll\tlll(tll in

the lorin ot runaway intlation and tapital

[light In l’ern, tor emmple/ \lltll polities

protlntetl marginal henetits to the poor tor

one or two \‘earx, alter whn‘h theii' eto—

llUllllt lttl‘ltlllt‘\ \lllll\ lo helow what they

were hetoi'e the transition.

lhix, however, did not rule out the powii

hilit\' ot allex’iation ot ”poverh and real

mixen‘" timing the ll'tlll\1ll(‘ll period. In

eonnti'im with lll\lllllllll()11\ that tan llll‘kll’

ate between the \tate antl populate the telt

South Atriea wax well plated in thix regard)

 

At the conference. from left: Alex Boraine. Van Zyl Slabbert. Philippe Schmitter.

and André du Toit.

there was a real t‘hanee to reath agreement»
in this regard.
The main L'ULII\L‘ ot' the eontet'ent‘e wax

provided by l‘rot Hehniittei‘, who \aitl that

\int'e the highly nne\pet‘ted t‘ollapxe ot air

thoritarian rule in l’ortngal in WU, he had
heroine "a \Hl'l ot iiinkie hooked on lt'illhl’

tionx". He was tawinatetl h\‘ what he

termed ”that into\itatin;fiv mi\ti1re ot per—
\Ulhll liberation in the pi‘ewnt antl t'ollettive
uncertainty ahont the t'ntin‘e".

S'onth {\ll'lt'tl, he \aitl, wax one ot the leaxt

e\pet'tetl ot t‘ontenipoi'an' ti‘anxitionx to

demotraev and it proniixeti to he one ot the
moxt original and tinnxnal L‘\.llll}‘lk‘\. lle
einphasiaetl that he wax not an atithoi'ih on
Kmiith Atriea and t‘otiltl onl\ otter wine
p(tllllt‘I'N trom hi\ ~ttid\' ot tranxitionx in
latin .r\lllt‘1'ltkl and Southern l'in‘ope. \o~
lahle inxightx inthnletl:

All the ll'tlllNlllUIl\ troni atitoei’am' that
lta\'t' «K’L‘tll't‘t‘tl \lnt‘t‘ l‘lf-l al‘t‘ pat'l Ul lllt‘

same pl'tx't‘\\ or wa\'e and are atteetetl h\
there lUl'L‘l'tlllllL‘I‘N/ «\peeialh within the tlLl’
iatent geo—enltin'al area.

lllt‘t‘t‘ hax been a great deal ot \'ai'iet\' in
the manner in whieh the ti'anxitionx (eg \‘io—
lL‘llL't‘, negotiations L‘ltl lt.1\'t‘ m‘t‘tlt‘l't‘tl, lllt‘
mode having \ignitieant kUll5t‘Llllt‘llL1N tor
the e\ enttlal outcome.

l\’e\ohition is the leaxt lil\el\' pt'ot‘t‘\\ to
lead to a \tahle, \‘iahle tleinot'i‘au' while
paetx hetween the major \‘ontentlel‘x to
power pi'otlnt‘e the hext l'L‘\Llll\,

’ All weeeaslnl transitions in Southern

l-iin'ope and Latin Amerit'a have depended

upon an (otten iinplit‘it) separation between

ehanges in the xtructtn'e ot' the political re—

gime from changes in the et‘onomit‘ and 5w
L'ial regimes, They have been liberal and
tlemot'ratie and, at best the redefinition of

property rights and the redistribution of in«

eome and wealth has been left to the subse—

quent democratit' procesa

“ While the reason for launching a tran»
\tion (an be tountl predominantly in do—

inestit, internal taetorx, the Consolidation

}‘l'(ltt‘\\ atterwards wax generally strongly
intltient'ed lw e\ternal (lk'ltll‘N and processe&

‘ The range ot' powihle outcomes of the
transition procew» is

wide: from regres—

\lth to autoeratic

rule (Haiti was the

only case so tar), to
xtagnation short of
minimal democracy,

to deconsolidated

democracy and con—

\olidated democ—

racy.

"' The result of a

successful transition

i\ not merelv the
consolidation of

democracy per se,
but the consolida—

tion of. some specific

type of democracy,
often not the type
preferred by any

one group, but a
compromise option.

“ ;\ll typex of de—

mocracy are

"eaualh' democratic" in that they satisfy all
the ”minimal" t‘riteriat

lt ix powihle (but never easy or effort-

le“) to ti'anxit trom autocratic rule to a

\tahle torin ot tieinoei‘ae)’ without Violence,

popular mohilimtion, a high level of eco-
nomie tle\elopment and equal distribution

ot nwome, a bourgeoisie, a civic culture and
denioerat»

DEALING with the causes of transi—

tion in South .-\trica on the last clay of the

(Ulllt‘l‘t‘llk'k‘, ldaxa director ot policy and

planning llr \‘an /.yl Slahhei‘t stressed that
it wax in our internal dynamics that we had

the eapaeitv to ”lxill or keep alive" the tran-

\ition prove“. He said there was nothingY
inevitable ahotit the ll'dllN‘lllOIl process in
South ;\ti'iea, but that it had come about, or

wax PI‘t‘L'lPllillt‘Cl lw deliberate political
t'ltttit‘t‘.

l‘rot Andre Llll ’l‘oit of the University of
Cape l‘own \JlLl \inee Fehiuary this year
the t'ountr)‘ had entered a new and Vital
phase «it the transiton process, which was

\oniewhei‘e hetween paet—t‘oi‘ming by lead—

ei‘~liip groups and the normalisation 0f
politie» .r\ erueial t‘aetoi‘ was whether the
mpeeted ”eonxtitutional conference",
which may I‘t‘\tlll limit the present talks
about ldll\\ between the l\l’ and [\XC/ will
or will not he a eonstitutent assembly tol-

lowing on a proper foundingY election.
1 le eontendetl that the Nl’ would not opt

I DASR

woaiuitu



 

tor founding elections before
the eonstituional conference as
this would relegate the party to
the role of a minor player. It

would in all probability only go
to the electorate once a constitu-

tional framework has been
worked out.

DEALING with the re-

gional dimensions of transition,
l’rot l’eter Vale of the Univer—

sity of the Western Cape said
inter—state relations in the l99tls
and beyond would be char—

acterised by competition for
world market share. While

Southern Africa was relatively
well-equippml to deal with this
reality, regional integration had

to take place While the region
may not yet be politically pre—
pared for this, it had to start

learningY how it can be made to

work.

CommentinffiY on the lessons

from Zimbabwe's independ—

ence, the Secretary for the Min-

istry ot‘ l’olitieal Affairs, Dr I S

Mudenge, said the country still
had serious problems but,

largely as a result of his govern-
ment's reconciliation policy, the

racial dimension of these prob-
lems had disappeared.

lle said South Africans

should not be unduly distressed
by the torees on the left and
right who “are unable to bury
the past’C

Ronel Scheffer is Director of

Publications with ldasa

 

TRANSITION

More talk of markets
and monopolies

By Sue Valentine

THE debate between capi»
talism and socialism emerged
once again in the workshop on
econoinie justice when Brian
Kantor (University of Cape
Town Business School) and Jane
Barrett (Cosatu livingY wage
commission) offered their as-
sessments ot' the best way to re-

dress the wealth inequalitv and

R

Cecil Sols‘ general secretary of the Association of

encourage economic growth.

Kantor made the point that
there was nothing intrinsically
unfair in the system of free en-

terprise, Free ewhange was a

fair process but it did not pronr

ise equal results. I le maintained
that ii the protess was et't'ieient,

people at the bottom would

improve their incomes‘

Barrett insisted, however,

that the market was incapable

  
- Vs

Democratic Journalists.

 

of incorporating7 social and
longer term economic benefits
into its calculations. By its very

nature, the market continuously

sought out the most profitable
avenues and these did not Coin—

cide with the income levels of

the vast majority of South Alri—
cans.

She said the state would have

to provide a social plan or

iiainework within which the

economy would operate.

”We are not sugggesting a
highly centralised and bureau~
cratic role for the state, but a

strong interventionist role nev—

ertheless," Barrett said.

Cosatu was not contemplat-

ing “commandist” state inter-

vention. It would be most effec-

tive when intervention was

based on a process of consulta—

tion with mass organisations at
national, regional and local lev—

els,

Kantor argued that expro-
priation was highly damaging
to the interests of the poor be~
cause it discouraged additional
saving:1 and investment

”An unfair process is one that

keeps out competition, that pre-

\'ents suppliers from freely sup—

To Page 6

  

 

ONE OF the issues raised during

the media workshop at the conference 7

the white bias of the cominereial piess —

was graphically illustrated in l’ort Eliza~

beth's English morning newspaper of
that day

The evening before a small slice of his—
tory was made at the Feather Market

Hall, a mere ltltl metres from the news~

paper’s offices, The l’ort lili/abeth
Youth Congress had invited the Na—

tional l’arty youth branch — and the AWB -

to appear on :ts platform. The MP ac—

cepted the invitation and their represenv
tatix'e ended up "amandla—ing” the
night away with his black counterparts.

\lot a line of this important event was

reflected in the newspaper the next day.

This underscored the point made by

one of the workshop participants, Cecil

Sols ot the Association of Democratic

Journalists, who said that time had come

for the commercial press the ret'lect accu—

rately the debates that are taking place
in our society.

“Because control ot' the press is in

The right to know: are we serious?
white hands, it only reflects white tears

at present. It must start changing," he

said.

Former Rand Daily Mail editor Allis—

ter Sparks said the concentration of owir

ership in the English press, including
most of the black press, was an invita—

tion to the “disaster” of nationalisation.

The current structure of the press was.
incompatible with society and would be

unacceptable to a future majority gov—
ernment. The electronic media would

almost definitely be nationalised, it only

to olt—set the effects of the monopoly in

the print media.

.‘Vlr Sparks said the newspaper groups

should be encouraged to diversity by
puttingY some of their newspapers in the

hands of blacks, in the same way Atri—

kaners were given access to the mining

industry in the past.

H I

F WE are serious about delending

the freedom ol the press some sort of ac-

tion should be taken by the people who

care about the press, that is the people
who own it at the moment"

   

  la the workshop on local goverment,
two themes emerged troin the discus—
sions One was anger towards local

black councils who were seen as unac

countable, non—deinocratic and accused

ol poor allocation of resources.

The other was what strategy to pursue
towards single municpalities and inte-

grated cities.

  

 

  

   

Opinion was divided as to whether

the latter process should begin now or
whether national policy should be

awaited.

  

   

Responding to the frustration of cer—
tain delegates about the lack of practical

suggestions to arrive at non-racial local
government, ldasa e\ecuti\'e director Dr

Ale\ Boraine said significant develop—
ments like the Port Elizabeth City Coun—

cil’s decision to opt for a single munici—
pality could not be allowed to “simply
disappear”.

All the local interests groups should

come together and take the process tur-

ther, he said‘

”Action must be part ot' the transition

period”
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Markets 51 monopolies
111111111 111111 «;111111s 111' 51"'11i11‘.~. As .1 1'1‘s1111

1111115, 1111111111'114 11.11115, 11'111 111‘ 11i;;111‘1' 111‘

1111‘ 1111.11111' 111 1111‘ «;111111\1s11"\i11_\ 511117

1111111 11111 111‘ i111111111 111‘ 5.1111.

1111‘ 1'1‘ 11 .1\ .1 simple 11 .11' 111 i1111~;1‘ 11' 111‘1111‘1

.111.11111l1111111111111 11111i11 \1.1\ .111 1“‘\111i.‘~1‘ 111

p111i111'.11 1111\1'1‘1' 111.11 1'1‘11ix11'1111111‘11 i111'111111‘

.11111 111111111'11111i11'111 1.11'11111‘ 111.1 \111.111 1111111117

111' 111 111‘1111111‘1‘1's .11 1111‘ 1‘\}11‘11\1‘ 111' 1111‘ 111.11111-

111'. 11' 11 111111111 111;;111‘1' p1'11'1‘~, 11111111» 1.1\1“. 111'

11111'1‘1' 51.11111.11‘11\ 11l 51‘1'1'11'1‘ 111' 1111.11111' i1

\1'1111111 1'1‘111'1‘x1‘111 .1 1;.1111 1111' .1 11‘11' p1'1111111'1‘1's

.11 1111‘ 1‘\p1‘11\1‘111 111.1111' 1‘1111\111111‘I‘,\.

"1“.111'111‘x5 111 111.11'1i1'1‘ 11'1111111 1111‘.111 simply

111111111}; 1111‘ 11111‘1‘1‘s1 111 1111‘ ;;1'1‘.11 111.11111'111' 111

1‘11115111111‘1's 1111.1," K.1111111' .111111‘11.

011 1111‘ 11111‘xti1111 111 1111‘ 1'1111‘111'1111‘1111i1111‘w,

11.11'1'1‘11 5.1111 ("115.1111 .11'1'i1i.111‘~ 11'1‘1'1‘ .111'1‘.1111'

.111.111'>'111g 1111‘11' 1111111\t1'i1‘\, '1‘111‘1' 11'1‘1'1‘ 1111111-

1111; 1111' .111511'1‘1'x 111 11111‘s1i1111x \111‘11 .15 1111.11

$111115 11111111111; 1‘\i~11‘11 .11111 111111' it 11111111 111‘

111‘1'1‘111111‘11 1111 .1 111.15511'1‘ s1'.111‘; 1111.11 1111\si7

hi1iti1‘s 1111‘1'1‘ \1'1‘1'1‘ 1111' 1111‘ 11111115111 111 1'1‘11111'1‘

its 1'1‘1i.1111‘1‘ 1111 111111111‘11‘11 111.11‘11i111‘1'11; 111111'

111'1111111'111'111' 1‘1111111 111‘ 1‘1111.1111‘1‘11 111' 1111‘ 11‘-

111';;.111i\.1ti1111 111' 1111‘ 11'111'k111.11‘1‘ .11111 11'11.11

111111111115 11111111 1111‘ i111111511'1' 111‘1111111'1‘

1'111‘.1p11' 1111' 111.155 1'111131111111111111.

chh'ing 111 .1 11111‘xti1111 1111111 1111‘ .1111111‘111‘1‘

1111 1111.11 11111;;-11‘1'111 111.111111111; \1'.1:~ 111‘1111;

1111111‘ regarding 51111111 Africa's 1‘1'11111111111‘ 111—

11110 111 1111‘ global 1‘111111‘\1, 13.1r1'1‘tt 5.1111 inter-
national 1‘11111111‘11111'1‘111‘ss 11.15 1'1'111‘i.11.

”We need 111 .11‘1x111111'11‘11gc 111.11 11111' (.1-

p.11'it1' 111 1111111111111 with European 1‘1‘111111—
111105 is 1i111it1‘11, but we 111‘1‘11 t11 111‘1'1‘111p 111‘11'

111111111115 111.11 (.111 111‘ 511111 1111 1111‘ i11t1‘r11.1-

ti1111al 111.1rk1‘1,'.1i11 Cr1‘.1t1‘r research

and 111‘1'1‘1111'11111‘111 11' 1‘11‘ Vital 10 1110111111

11111111111111111‘5 111.11 1'1111111 111‘ 11111111111111 .11111

511111 1‘111‘.1p1\ 111 511111110111 Atrium markets.

~9111‘

Sue Valentine111 Idasa’sspublications
division

Pretoria talks
transition too
TRANSITION..1 11.. p.111...
11.1ri11x 1111 51111111 Africa were .1150 11is'1‘115s1‘11

111 1’r1‘111ri.1 1'1‘1'1‘11111' .11 .111 1‘1'1‘111111; 1111‘1‘11111;

.1rr.1111;1‘11 h1'111.1,s.1 11111111 11.1‘. .1111‘11111‘11 111'

1111111‘ 111.1111W1) p1‘11pl1‘, 1111111111111; \1‘1111111"i1i1

_1‘11'.1111:~'.

Th1‘ 1'11.1111;1‘ 51111111 A11‘i1'.1 \1'111 1111111‘1';;11 111

1111‘ 111‘xt 11‘11' 110.111. 11'111 11111 111‘ 1111'11111;11 1111‘

step by 511‘11 i1111111‘1111‘111nti1111 111' .1 5111‘1‘1111‘

pr11;;r.11111111‘ 111 111‘111111'r.1tis.1111111.

A11111'1‘5'51111; 1111‘ 1111‘1‘1i111;, [)1' Van 7111

51.111111‘ rt .11111 Witx C 1‘11111‘ 11'11 1’11111'1'51111111‘\

r1‘s1".111'h1‘r, ’\/1.1rk 511111111117 5.1111 1111‘ (11.111115

11'1‘1'1‘ 1.11' 1;1'1‘.111‘1' 111.11 it would happen 111 .1
11.1}111.1/.11'11, 1111111'1-1111'131111‘ 111111, 1'1111111111-

1111511' posing .1 number 111' 1'11.1111‘11;;1‘s' 111 .111

parties 1111'1111'1‘11.

111 1‘11111111'i1‘s such .15 91111111 .‘\11'i1'.1 11111‘

5111111111 1'.1t111‘1' t.111\ 111.1 process 111' 11111151111111,

1111111 51‘11'71111111151‘11 1i111‘r.1|is.1ti1111 .11 11111‘ 1‘1111,

111 111‘111111'r.1tis.1ti1111 .11 1111‘ 111111‘1'. This 11.11111.

111111 11'i11 111‘ .1 111111111131 .11111 crisis—1'111111‘11 .11~

fair, and 1111‘ Miles 111‘11‘11111111‘11 11111 111' 1111‘

1‘111151‘11t (1t 1111‘ majority, but “1111‘ cut and

thrust 111‘ 1111‘ 1'11111111‘t 111‘111'1‘1‘11 111111 .11111

r1111‘11"
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

UN code ignored’
By Bea Roberts

JUNE 1 11'.1\11111‘1'11.1111111.11('11i111r1‘11/x

11111. 111 1'1‘11‘111'.111‘ this, 111.111 111 1'1111111111'111111

with 1111‘ 11111'111‘1'15.11'11' 1 1111111111; ('1‘1111'1‘, 111‘111

111111111 1111‘1‘1i1111, in 1.151 11111111111 1111 1111‘

1'i1;111.‘.111 11111111‘1‘11.

|ss111‘s 1'.1i‘.1‘11 111' 1111‘ 111111' K111111111» 11.11am

1.111.11'11 1111111 1111‘ W11~ 51'1111111 111 5111'i.11

\'\’111'1\, 51111'11‘1' Mahuwla 11'11111 11111.111111‘s1111r1;

11111.1 111.111.1131, 1mm 1111.11.11 11'11111 1.11.11.
1'11111s 1511111111'1‘ '11'11s1 in (’.1111‘ 11111'11 .11111 5111‘

1’1111'1‘1' 1111111 1111‘ 111.111 5.1x11 111 1".1\1 1 1111111111 7

i1111‘1111111 1111111'1‘ x111i.1| 11'1"11.111‘ 1111111‘1', 1‘1111-

1.111‘ 111“111s .11111 111i111 1i1;hts 111 1111- 1%111'“1111/

( isk1‘i .111‘.1,

111 1915‘), 1111‘ U11i11‘11 .\.1ti1111x .111111111‘11 1111‘

”|1111‘1'11.1ti11111 1)1‘1'1.1r.1111111 111 1111‘ Rights 111

in SA
Migrant 1.11111111 11.15 1‘11r1‘1‘11 111.11‘k men 11)

11‘.11'1‘ their 111111111» 111 0.1111 .1 living, while

many 111.11'k 11111111013 1111110111; 115’ domestic
\1‘11'0111‘. s1‘1‘ their children 111111/ 1111CC 0r

111'11'1‘ .1 110.11.

”Handicapped children have a right to
special treatment and education”

M11s1 schools 1111 physically and mentally
11is.1hl1‘11 111‘111111‘ .11'1‘ 1‘.11'i.11111 exclusive.

”Children have a right to free education

and training which will help them earn a
living when adult”.

1111‘ ‘.11111‘ki113; disparities 111 1111‘ 91111111 Af—
1'11‘.111 1‘11111'.1ti1111 s1'xt1‘m .1r1‘ 11'1‘11 1111111111 and

11.111‘ h1‘1‘11 11'i111‘11 111811155011 0111‘ aspect

111.11 is 1111111 1111‘111111k1‘11,111111"1‘11‘r, is the

11.11'11' 1111111.1ti1111 7 11r 1‘11111'.1r1‘. Jinny Rickards
\111L1 1‘11111'.1r1‘ integrates 1111‘ universal need
111'1'11i111r1‘11 1111 111‘.11111, 1‘11111‘.1t11111 and care. 11

.1111111's children 111 11‘.1r11 through active,

 

Delegates at the Child Rights Project.

the Child" .15 p.111 111' 1111‘ Human Rights
C.1111p.1ig11, 11111 South Africa 11.15 11111 1'1‘1 1‘11?
111115011 11. The 111‘1‘1.1r.1ti1111 enshrinex' 1111‘ 11117

111111113; rights:
"Children must be protected regardless of
race or creed”.

111 81111111 Africa, race is 1111‘ primary 1.11‘1111'

111 1111‘ .111111'.1ti1111 111' 11'1‘11'.1r1‘ resources and
51111.11 «1‘1'1'11'1‘ 111‘111'1‘1'1'1111111'Ri1'11.1r11,<

p1111111‘11l11111 111.11 111 1915‘), 1111i11‘ 1'11111111‘11 11‘

11‘11'1‘111\_"p1‘1 11.11'11'11 c.1111 1'11111111111111 1‘11117
1‘.1r1‘, ”1‘11111111‘1‘11” 1'11111‘11‘1‘11 1'1‘1‘1‘111‘1‘1 111,2;

.11111 111.111 1‘1111111'1‘11 1'1‘1'1‘i1'1‘11 1111111111; 01111
s1111‘1‘ Aprii this 1'1‘.11' 11.11'1‘ 111.11'11 1'1111111'1‘11

111‘1‘11 1‘1i~;11111‘ 1111' 11111.1 11.11
1111‘ 11i 1.11111‘ 1.11 ;;11\' 1‘1'111111‘111 5\’\11‘111

11111.111~ 111.11 1‘1'1‘11 111111-1'.11‘i.11 111';;.111i§.1111111~
have 111 11111111‘1111‘111 1111‘ 1111111115 111 ~1‘1'1‘1'.11
11111.11'11111‘111» 1151111111; 111 high .111111111isti'.1»
111'1‘ 1'11stx .11111 11.1111111‘1111‘11 ~1‘1‘1'i1'1‘x.
”Children have the right to .1 name,
enough to eat and .1 decent place 111 live”

1111‘ 1.111111'1‘ 111 1'1‘;;ist1‘1' 1‘11111'1‘11'5 11111111 ~1‘—
1'i1111s11' .1111‘1'15 1111‘ state's .11111111' 111 111.111 1111'
1111‘ 111‘1‘115 111' its 1'1111111'1‘11. 111 5111111‘ 1111.11 .11'-
1‘.1s, 111111' .11111111 13 111‘1'1'1‘111 111 1‘1111111'1‘11 .11'1‘
1‘1‘gi\11‘1'1‘11 1.11‘g1‘11' 111‘1‘.111.\1‘ 111' 11‘.111~.p111‘1
1'11s1x, 111‘ 1111‘ 11‘.11' 1117111‘111}; .11'1'1‘511‘11 1111' living
11111;.1111' 111 .111 .1r1‘.1, 111' 011111 111111111111 1'1‘.1-
x1111»

R1‘s1‘.11'1'h \111111'\ 111.11 11111‘ 1111111 111' .111 111.1111
1'11i1111'1‘11 .11'1‘ 1111111‘1'1'1‘11, 1'1‘1 51111111 .‘\11'11'.1 111117
11111'1‘x 1‘111111;;h 1111111 1111111x111'1‘ .1 11.1i11'1‘111‘1';;1'
1111.1k1‘ 111 \1'1‘11 111'1‘1‘111111111‘.11111'i1‘s.1 110131111,"
"Chi1111'1‘n should grow up with love and
security”

1111‘ .111.11'1111‘i11 s1'xt1‘m 11.1x 111‘1‘11 instru—
1111‘111.11 111 1111‘ 11isi1111‘;;r.1ti1111 111' 1.1111i11' 1111‘.

stimulating and 111‘1'1‘111p1111‘11ta111' appropri—
.111‘ 111.11:

5111'11‘11' 1.111 111‘111‘111 11111110115011'1111111

111‘.111h1' 1'11111111‘11 111111 can think tor them-

selves, 1i~t1‘11, share and take turns, and are

secure and independent.
”Children should be protected from ne-
glect, abuse and exploitation, and be the
first to receive relief from distress”

Th1‘1'1‘ ix .1 need 111 p1'1111‘1't children from

1111‘ 1‘1111111‘1‘ 111' 1'11111‘111'1‘. Thousands 111 (1111-

111'1‘11 1‘\p1‘1‘i1‘111‘1‘ 1'11111‘111'1‘ .1r11111111 them .111

1111‘ 1111111 .11111 111.11' 111‘ 11‘11 111 believe it is the

111111' 11'.1\' 111 .11'1111‘1'1‘11111‘“; 1:11.115.

.1\11 11111‘1;1'.111‘11 1'I1i111 .11111 t.1111i1\' 11.1111111211

1111111‘1' \1'.1.\' 1‘s>1‘11ti.11, 1%.1111.1 T.11.1.11'1< said

1111‘ 1111111‘1 \111111111 1‘1111111111 111111 1.11'i.11is111,

.1 111"'1111111'.1111 11101101 111 s1‘1"\i1‘1‘ 11e111'1‘r1' and

.111111'.1ti1111 111 1'1‘511111'1‘1‘5 111 1'11i111r1‘11 .11111 1.11111—

111‘5 111 i111111'111‘1‘ 1111‘11' standards 111 living.

(111111 .11111 1.1111111' 111‘.111h 51‘1'1'11‘1‘5 5111111111 be

.11‘1‘1‘ssi1111‘ 111 11111'-i111'11n11‘ families, educa-

111111 5111111111 111‘ 111‘1'1‘1‘1‘11 at .111 11‘1'1‘15 .15 .1

1111115111; .11111 .1 1.111' 1'1‘111.11 formula 111111111
1‘115111'1‘ .1 >.111‘ 11111111‘ environment for .111.

“Children should be brought up to under-
stand that their energy and talents should
he devoted to the service of their brothers

and sisters”

There are 11,11 111111i1111 children 111 51111111

.1\1'1'i1'.1 11'1111 1‘11111p1'is1‘ 111,11 percent of the

population, Ensuring and protecting their
rights is .1 111‘1‘1‘55111', but .15 Shirley
.\'1.11111s'1‘1.1 11111111011 11111; human beings are
1111‘ 11‘1151 p1'1111‘ct1‘11 111 51111111 Africa's re-

\11111'1'1‘5.
1311.1 Roberts is Idasa’s regional co-ordina-

tor in East London.
M
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Peace process needs help
By Shauna Westcott

PROSPECTS for peace in Natal e
and the rest of the country ~ are good only
if all concerned people actively involve
themselves in the process.

This was the challenge issued by me-
diation consultants Phil Clazer and John
Radford at a sysmposium on “Violence in
Natal: Counting the Cost, Assessing the
Future”, organised by ldasa’s Natal office
in June.
Such involvement required no special

expertise, they said Rather it required the
willingness to seize opportunities to chal—
lenge Violent responses and pose alterna—
tives.

This could and should happen within
all kinds of encounters, occasions and
structures. “We all have entry points,”
they said.
Glazer and Radford were among a

group of academics and experts com—
misioned by ldasa to produce research to
inform discussion and attempts at resolv-
ing the conflict in Natal.

This included analysis of the economic
and social implications of the violence
(disaster at both regional and national
level), its corrosive impact on popular
perceptions of the law as a means to en—
sure peace and justice, and the role of the

monopoly press in misrepresenting civil
war as a ”tribal exchange’C

Papers on these topics were presented
at the symposium, which was attended
by over 300 people. According to ldasa’s
Natal director, Paul Graham, all parties

were represented, including top level
business people, the ANC and lnkatha.

Since Glazer and Radford’s presentation
is not included in the bound set of confer—
ence papers available from the Natal of—
fice, the main drift of their argument is
presented here.
They began by introducing.)Y themselves

as people without expertise who simply
became involved in a mediation initiative
in Pietermaritzburg in 1987.

It rapdily became clear to them that in—
terests were involved beyond those of the

  

two local groups (lnkatha and the UDF, al—
though not specifically metioned by
Radford and Glazer) party to the conflict.
This was underlined when members of
one group were arrested.

So what began as a local initiative esca-
lated into a national event. The result was
increasing complexity and a change of
agenda, with the political positions and
images of the parties involved displacing
events on the ground.

National items scuttled much of prog—
ress achieved on the local level, and par-
ties increasingly sought to use the na—
tional press and subesequently the inter—
national media to influence public opin—
ion.

Conflict emerged within the ranks of
the parties involved in the mediation at—
tempt, as local and national interests
clashed and violence escalated on the
ground.
As the focus of discussion shifted from

“the violence today” to “who’s going to
rule tomorrow”, the mediators withdrew,
feeling that they had insufficient skills.
The following principles emerged from

a trip abroad by the two consultants.
* Once national representatives are in—

volved in a mediation attempt, the whole
arena becomes much more complex;

* Local interests are not necessarily the
same as national interests;
*The high-profile image of national

representatives increases the possibility
that peace initiatives will be a convenient
facade while nothing practical is done on
the ground to retard the conflict;

* Initiatives which don’t involve all lev—
els of parties in the conflict will run
aground;

* When ownership of the peace process
is removed from the local level, local

people can’t reconcile their day to day
experience with calls for peace when na—
tional leaders finally decide to stop pos—
turinffly and enter meaningful dialogue;

* The longer people are exposed to Vio-
lence, the more it becomes an end in it»

self, rather than a means to an end;

* As people gain rewards or power

through the use of violence, so their pri—
mary identity shifts from the political
grouping to their actual power base in the
violence;

* The closer contending groups get to
meaningful dialogue, the more they tend
to splinter and re—organise around issues
of personal power; mediation become im—
possible unless there is extensive ”pre-fa—
cilitation” at all levels of the parties.

It is at the level of facilitation, or of
“creating a climate”, that ordinary people
without mediation skills can play a cru—
cial role, Glazer and Radford argue.
Above all it is an educative role, a role

that poses alternatives, that depicts VlO-
lent measures as ultimately counter—pro—
ductive. ”One of the reasons for the lack
of success in peace initiatives in Natal is
that too many people are trying to medi—
ate instead of facilitate,” they said.

While mediation is usually a high—pro-
file exercise, involving a fair degree of
definition, structure and expertise, facili-
tation is low—key and low—profile, not
bound by structure, definition or formal-
ity.

Glazer and Radford said various group—
ings in Natal were already engaged in be—
hind-the-scene facilitation: for example,
labour mediators and industrial relations
consultants, the Legal Resources Centre
and the Vulika Trust.

Others should also play their part, par-
ticularly the business community and the
Church. “The church is the last group
with influene at all levels and containing
within itself members from all parties,”
they said.
“Why are you here?” Glazer asked dele—

gates to the symposium. “To listen to ex-
perts? Or to be involved in de—escalating
the conflict?” In a poassionate plea for
commitment, he urged all to seek oppor—
tunities for intervention, to join groups
already working without fanfare to make
peace.
”The danger is ego,” he said. ”The dan—

ger lies in seeking the limelight.”
Shauna Westcott works in ldasa’s publica-

tions division   

 

English speakers also resistant to change
By Carina le Grange

THE negative response by white English—speaking South Afri—
cans to reform initiatives in South Africa must not be ignored or un-
derplayed, prominent church leader Dr Beyers Naudé said recently.
Dr Naudé, an ldasa trustee, was speaking to members of the Afri—

kaanse Demokrate at an informal “brunch” in Johannesburg.
Sitting on a kitchen chair in the sun, casually dressed and sporting

a borrowed pink straw hat trimmed with small flowers, Dr Naude
spoke informally.
He said the impression in‘ust not be created that it was only Afri—

kaners who were opposing and fearing new initiatives towards a
just South Africa.

Dr Naudé said it was important that the Afrikaans community dis—
cussed among themselves where they stood in terms of POllthS, eco—
nomics, the church and their culture.

The ANC’s non—racial policy was still sometimes questioned despite
the movement’s attempts to reach Atrikaners.
He said Afrikaners quickly forgot that they had embraced nationali-

sation and communism at the time they themselves were oppressed
economically.

In all his discussions with black leaders and others, he learnt that
they knew the history of the Afrikaner well and they drew parallels —
all of which provided a basis for talks

With regard to Afrikaans churches, he said he understood their
tears, but added they could reach a point where they could lose all in—
tegrityl

”The Nl’ is far ahead of the church, the NGK has become an ‘agter-
ryer’ and has lost its initiative to lead. It would be better to be a
smaller church with integrity rather than a large church without in—
tegrity.”

Carina le Grange is a senior journalist at The Star.
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Nation-building an
example of
outdated thinking?
Nation-building is widely held as one of the key “tasks” that await

us in post-apartheid South Africa. Stellenbosch University

philosopher Professor Johan Degenaar questions its validity and

suggests that a more important endeavour is the creation of a

democratic culture.

_

AT THIS tlt't'isin- stagt‘ in lht' histtin'
Ul Stiiilh :\lrit'a wt: dl't‘ told that \\'L' haw k‘ll’

lt‘I‘t'tl tht‘ PL‘I‘lULl ml lhilltili'l‘llllt‘llng. Unt‘
shutiltl nut hc surpi‘ist'd that a \‘Jl'lt‘lV nl

prophets hau‘ ali‘t‘atlv t'nmc tn llit‘ turt-

with thv purposi- ot' mobilising tho puoplt's
ml Smith :\ll'i(d to join turns 01] hchall Ul

lltL‘ m\'th til thu natitm.

’l'hc t‘i‘tlcial L]LlL‘\llttll that we hau' it) ask

in this mntmt, huwm‘t'i‘, is not how tu build

a nation, but whcthcr llit‘ building of a has

titm is the t\'pc oi t‘iitltun'ntir wc shtitiltl l‘t‘

t'ngagud in.
This docs nut mt'an that we should nut

talw lllL‘ \‘(igtit' til natinnstalk st'i‘ititisly. ()n

thv miiti‘ai‘y/ this tlist‘iiiirst' dumamls tilll‘

rlnst‘st attention. 011v shtmld also l\L‘L‘P in

mind that our pulitit‘al tlist‘iissitms usually

(Ulttt‘dl hidden pi'csuppusitions rvgartling
tht' natiirt‘ ml natitm and natimishuilding.
Assumptiuns about what (oiistitutvs a

natitm are usually implit'it in the points 0t

\'lk‘\\' turmulatt'd h_\‘ tht- pai'tit‘ipants.

This is tht' t'asu \\'llL‘ll1t‘t' wc ai‘t' talking
almut tht' prucoiitlitinns ()l a Ptt‘slnipili‘lltt‘lkl

sm'it-h', m‘ lht‘ inm‘ilahilily 0| t‘tiiiipi'mhist‘

in lllL‘ k'titllt‘\l tit negotiation, m‘ atmmmw

tlatiim ml lliLllVlLllldl and group rights in a
m‘w ((tlisllltlllttn tm‘ South .»\ti'it‘a, m‘ lltt‘

piilarisatitm Ul ptilitits pt‘l’Pt‘lUttlt‘kl h_\'

\\'l1llt‘dlltl hlaglx t'\ti't'mists, m‘ lllt‘ «lash ht»

twucn hlat'k pt'i‘t‘t'ptiuns ml what miints as a

liht‘i'att‘tl South Attica.

lii thL' pi'm‘t‘ss 0t tm'mtilating sumt' \'ll‘\\'\
UH nation-htliltling, I shall makt‘ tlst- til a
\'dl'lt‘l}' 0i t'miti‘M't‘I'sial Coiit‘t‘pts stith as

t‘tilttii't’, \mlk, pt‘nplt‘, natiim, nationality,

nationhoml, statt', vtt‘ \\'lllitttll dismissing
tht'ii‘ pi‘tihlt'matit‘ nature.

\l}' lrii'sl JLlYiL‘L‘ tn PL‘UPlU Whit JI'L‘ l'xt‘L‘Ii

on pai‘tit‘ipating in lliL‘ tlt'hatt' U11 natiim-
hulding is it) ht‘t'tmio tulh' mnstiniis mt thv

(tintrmt‘i’sial lhtltlt‘t‘ 0t lllL‘ ti‘iit‘ial lt‘l'lli\

they are using.

lrm~ lllt‘ purpose mt this ai‘tit'lt', l pi‘nptist‘

lllt‘ t'ollmx'ing Pi't‘lllilllidfl' meanings: \‘lll’
turc mums tht- lm'm Ul lilt‘ (\l aii tt'tlmit‘t

t‘umiminiti'; \‘ulL (somt'timts alsn people) is

a t‘iiltiii‘al lL‘I'Hi \\'ltltli I'L‘lt‘t\ tn lllt‘ tcthnit't

t‘ummiiiiitx'; and nation is a pulitit'al tt'i'm
whit'h sigiiitit-s thu politit’al t'niist‘iwilsnt‘ss
mt llit‘ lt‘lllltlt'l kttliltllllllllV and thu lklt‘ttlllh

NEW FROM IDASA AND TAURUS PUBLISHERS
(Tossing Borders

Writers IllCL‘l the ir\.\'(‘ (RUNS)

t'tlilt'tl h) .'\tll]>lc ('ncl/t'c & .l;tl]lC\ l’nllt‘}

An k‘tillL‘tl i'cuii'tl til the historic Vitiui'ia l'ulls \Vi'ilt‘i's‘ ('niilcit‘iiw lkn‘tisiiig mi the rule ml

writers in nalimiiil Iiht'i'utinii: thc stailc ml .\li'il\:i:iiis “tiling: a lilltii't‘ Smith .\li’it';m lilci‘as
llll'k‘l \wiiicn in South .-\li‘it';m \ii’iliiig.

TWO NEW OCCASIONAL PAPERS FROM |DASA
2‘) liiislci'ii liiii'iipc iiiitl South Ali'it'aii Suuiilisiii: ling‘auiliu ilm' Slmti h\

l’ml llci'ihci't Adam tRlfitlJ

.ttl, The Rural liziiiil ()iicslimi: ,\ suiiiiiiiii') til palms li'mii :lii ltlzisa \\t)t‘l\\ll<tp h\ l)i' \‘it‘
Vllll\ :llttl l’i'ol~ 'l‘niiiiii) l'iclt) Cs (1’25“!

'lillz'w pH/i/I'i’zI/iuni. m lt(’// m Hl/H'! /mu/i\ (Hill /IiI/n'/'\ pu/i/Ix/u'i/ /)\' lt/t[\tl. iIH' i/nulu/i/z'
pm” (Il/ lt/llMl I't'g'l'rwtl/ r2/_/i’t‘i’\ (/lll/ lt/(/\t/ /u'm/ l‘//It t' u/ / l’i‘lli'um‘z‘ /\'/’t/t/. l/HH /)m\ f_()().

'li'l.‘ (03/) 4711737. 

 
Prof Johan Degenaar EH/C M/LLER

Lilllttll (ll tt-thnicl uimmuniti' with state

pnwt'it

In this t(llille/ natiunalism (an be de—

llllt‘Ll as lllt‘ itlctilogi' ml the t‘ongrticncc 0f
\(tll\ anti natiun, cthnit‘ (timmtinity and

\ldlt‘ puwur, (UllLlI'L‘ and tlit‘ state. If we in—

lL‘IlLl lwuping thu histm‘ital dimension of
pulitit‘al terms in mind, wt' should realise

that thc tt-i'm nation carrius tht- burden of

thy meaning (th lllL’ mngrucnt‘t‘ 0t Yolk and
stats: , tho idt-ntiti' mt hnmugcnt‘tius culture
and pnlitit'al power.

In lllt‘ Sutith Alritan political contmt, a

\dI‘lL‘lV til \‘lt‘\\'s on nation—building can be
distinguished. I pi'upust' tho t'ullmx'ing
\'lt‘\\'\ as basis tui‘ disciissitm.

Nationalism: i-\t‘wrding to cthnic natitm—

alism, a \‘iilk , Ut‘ a pt‘uplc with a htimogcnc-
011s Ltllltlt'l‘ ,, is L‘llllilk‘kl to solt'sdctm‘mina-

titm, that is, itlmitilit‘atitiii mt \'0ll\' with

\ltllt‘*}V\\\\'t‘I'. .\ll'll\dlit‘l' nationalism is an

maniplu Hi this \\'a_\' mt thinking about what
malws a nation. it inm‘itahli' leads to apart-

llk‘lkl and tho mchisitm mt uthcr t‘tilttircs as

Pttlliltill (hallungci's.

l'his lLllUlll also myhidus tht' mt‘t‘hanical

t‘niit‘t‘pt Ul lhlllttll-l‘tlllklllig in tauiur of tho

ni'ganit‘ mnwpt Ul thv hii‘th m a nation, Thc
iiictaphm‘ Ul lliL‘ hii'th 0t a nation is the

highcst lui‘m 0t t‘\t‘lt1si\'ism and the hall-
mark «it primurtlialism. It assumes that man

is hi ltdllll'L‘ a natiunal animal.

\ationalist u\t'ltisi\‘i_sm applies t‘qtialli' t0
whitt‘ and Mark nationalism. Clarity is
IlL‘t‘LlL‘tl mi this issue in tho formulation 0t

nationalist idvals Ul tho National l’ai‘ty and

L‘unst'iW'ativc Party as wt'll as thmsc of thc

.-\\(', thc l‘AC anti lnlxatha

South Africanism: This view at natitm-

l‘lllltllllg twci‘t‘nmcs thv boundaries of oth-
nit‘iti', but only in a limited way since it in-
cltidvs a racist olt'munt. The statement of

Ian Smitts can bL‘ talxcn as an maniplc of

this toi'm tit t‘\clti.s'i\'ism: ”WC arc going to
t‘i‘vatt‘ a nation , a natitm which will he of a

wmpusitt‘ t'hai‘at‘tcr, int‘luding Dutch, Ger-
man, l5iiglish and low, and whatever white

nationality \L‘t‘lN‘v i't‘lugt‘ in this land — all can
wmhint‘. .t\ll will he \\'L‘lt‘omtx"



 

The term South Atricanism is also used to
refer to the perpetuation of a dominant
white Western society c11111binec1 with the
c11—0ptati1111 of blacks willing to work within
the system. Of late it has required a third
meaning which includes all inhabitants as—
sumed to integrate in a melting pot cantext.
The value of this shift in meaning is its

contribution in signifying a concept of na—
tion which at least creates the impression
that it transcends the limitations of a 11a—
tionalist fixation 1111 the 1'11lk and the notion
of a heinogeneous ethnic culture

Liberalism: This View assumes the libera—
tion of the individual from encapsulation
within the confines of the volk, Man is
viewed not primarily as a national animal
but as a rational animal. Historically it is
linked with the process of 1111111er11isati11n
and in its economic 1111111it'estati11n 11f capi—
talism.1t furthermore assumes that eco—
nomic integration of itselt willtfacilitate 11a-
tion--bui1ding by demolishing racial stere—
otypes and ethnic loyalties. As in the view
of a broad South Africanism, liberal c1111—
Cepts 0f the nation presumes that it ever-
comes the limitation 111- the organic meta-
phor 0f the birth of a 11ati1111 by introducing
a mechanical metaphor of building, a nation
through economic force.

Culturalism: This view is constructed
with the primary purpose of building a 11a—
tion. Its main concern is the mobilisation of
blacks 1111 a 111111—1'1111e11t basis of cultural
pride in order to enable them, through edu—
cation into cultural awareness, to compete
with the dominant culture 1111 an equal ba—
sis. The idea is to create black structures
which will prepare blacks t11 play the cru—
cial role in nation-building 1111‘, since the
blacks are the indigenous people and con.
stitute the majority of the population, “they
should form the foundation of the nation”

According to this view, the concept of 11a—

ti11n is closely linked to (black) culture and
t0 the structures of that culture which form
the foundation of the one nation which will
eventually include “whites, 1‘11111ureds and

Indians”. It is typical of this view that the
nationalist idea of the congruence of culture
and state power plays a prominent role.

Bi-communalism: This view of natiunv
building also 1epresents a sensitivity to-
wards cultural differences which explains
its realistic assessment 111 \\l1111‘ and black
nationalism. Originally constructed as bi—
11ati1111alis111, it has developed into a 111—1‘11111»
munalism which underplays the nationalist
component by payingY attention to material
interests. According to bi—1‘11111m1111alis111, it
is impossible to build one nation in the long
term without accepting the existence 111' two
”nations" 111 the short term. Instead of
speaking of two nations, reference is made
to two c11111111unities: a 11'11ite-11rie11ted (capi—
talist) community and a black majority (s07
cialist) community It is pointed out that the
first community wil1be intent 1111 building a
multi—ethnic nation 11111 the ideal of the
second community is a 111111-etl111ic 11ati1111,

Socialism: According 111 socialism, the
notion of 11ati1111-builcli11g should be ap-
proached from a different angle. Rather
than utilising racial or ethnic categories the
frame of reference for 11ati1111—builclin1;
should be theclass strugg1.e Since the capi—
talist class has 1111111e11 the nation, 1111117 the
working class is capable of building a na—
tion which includes all citizens since 1111111
the working class’ interests c11-in1‘ide with
the good of the whole. Neville Alexander

 
adds to this point the important role 11f lan-
guage as a primary characteristic of culture
in creating a 1111111111111 culture which would

facilitate a c111111111111 nationhood.

Social democracy: This view shares with
socialism the concern tor social justice, but

instead of emphasisine class categories and

state p11wer,it c1111cent1ates 1111 the 11111bilisa—
ti11n 111 all individuals and groups to take
responsibility for social justice and the con-
scientisation 11f cit17e11s with regard 111 the
sufferinv 11f fellow citi/ens. F11r11111lale1‘l 111
terms 11t nation-building, it is assumed that
a common nationhood is created through a
common concern 1111' s11cial and economic
justice

Authoritarianism: A1c111111111Y 111 this
view/ the 11111ralisati11n inheIent in social

democracv is a 1111111 111' romanticism which
lacks a realistic assessment 01 the reality of

power. The building 111' a nation presup—
poses centralisation 111‘ power The power 111’
the state is mobilised 111 build a nation by
11111111111111; a C111111111111 culture 111' maintain—

ing order (esp1‘1‘iall1' in moving a1\ 111' 1111111

a 111ulti—1‘ult111al situati1111),b1' 1‘1111111‘in1Y

111111—1acial laws and 111' the p1111'isi1111 111 eco—
nomic 1111111111. Authoritarianism is linked

to Ja1‘11bi11is111 1111111111111: 111 which the power

of the state should be used to l11111111genise
culture This boils 11111111 to the i111p11siti1111

of the majority culture.
Patriotism: This View e111pl1asises the di—

‘Creating a

democratic

culture lacks

the roman-

ticism of the

notion of

nation-

building. It

demands

eternal

vigilance,

holding off

gods and

tyrants.’

visive nature 111' all forms of ethnic national—
ism and concentrates 1111 the creation of a
common allegiance to a country. Nation—
11111111 is forged 111' a constitution jointly de—
cided 1111 by representatives of all citizens
and by sharing an effective c111111111111 econ—
111111/ and Common cultural symbols. It is as—
sumed that ethnic loyalties will be over—
come by an 111'1‘e—arc11ii11; national loyal t_v
t11stere1l b1'participati11n in these common
symbols‘

Pluralist democracy: Pluralism assumes
that politics is 1111 interplay of pressures. lt
cultivates a respect 1111‘ this characteristic of
politics which entailssa plurality 111 associa—
ti1111s based on voluntary111e111bership. it
operates with the image of a “whole”
which fosters the integrity of its parts, culti-
1'atii11' a cli1e1sit1r — e11111uravi111; people “tto
speak \\ith many \' 11i1‘es ”

This plural isation 111111111111 1.1111111r111111es
the concept 11f a common 11ati1111l11111c1 in ta-
\'11111‘ 111' the notion of a society which all11ws
tor a plurality of associations. This implies
shared values and forms of belonging
which should not be subordinated to the
myth of a common nationhood which i11—
1’11r111s all Views 111 11ati1111—building.

Typical of the approach 111 a pluralist
11e111111‘rac1' is that it 1‘111111ters both the na—
tionalist idea 111 the necessity to build a na-
ti1111 based 1111 the congruence of culture and
p11litical power and the notion that the
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From Page 11

Nation-building
highest politival lo\'alt\‘ ot tht- t'iti/t'n is

owed to the nation.

lh' positing that thc highest politit'al ltw'»

alt\' is klllL‘ to justit’t', pluralist tlt'nioti‘at'v
ovm’t'oInt-s the limitation histoi‘it'alh' ate

tat‘ht‘tl to nationitallx and t‘ontrihutt-s to the

introdiit'tion ot a ltt‘\\' lLllUlll. It Uttl‘ assumes

that conceptual t'hangt' is a toi‘m ot politit'al
innovation, ont' n'aliscs how important it is

to talw a new politit‘al itlioin ,sci‘ioiislv.

If asked to answer the question ot how to

l‘llllkl a nation in the South Atrit'an \‘t)l]l(‘\l,

1 Could ti‘\' and join the discussion lw sum?

marisin‘t; illll‘ most positive aspct'ts ot the

about \‘icwpoints ot nation-lmiltling. How:
ever, at this stage at lcast, nw task as a phi,
losopht-i' is to ln\'ilt‘ all participants not

only to look at tho proposals mentioned

above, but to question lllt‘ \'alitlit\' ol lllt‘

paradigm at the basis ot this tlist'oin‘st:
.\ly t‘ontat‘ts in liui'opt- with politit'al sci-

untists‘ and politit'al observers ot tht- l5tn‘o-

pcan st‘cnt‘ lott the impression that the
dominant trend is to view the nationalist

paradigm as a relic ot the past

They View with trepidation, twainplcs ot‘
nationalism in lias‘t European L'ountrics lilv

t-ratt-d troin t‘tnnmunist rulo These people
are so set on reviving the myth of the nation
that the positive t‘\PL‘I'lUItCC> ot‘ liberation

are immediately polluted by this idea of nae
tionality whit‘h incvital‘ily embraces the
mentality ot’ L‘\t‘lusi\‘ism.

Typical ot‘ this mentality is the Bulgarian
slogan: ”Frccdom for thc Bulgarians, Turks
go home" The myth of nationhood is used
to legitimise lltL‘ contradictory fact that the
reality of liberation becomes the basis of
discrimination and oppression. In all such
cases/ freedom is interpreted nationalistir
tally, which implies rejection oi those who
do not tit into tht‘ nation.

WHAT is needed in South Atrim is not
a conuorn tor the building of a nation. ln—
s‘tead we nced to create a dcmouratic soci—
ety and a Commitment to tackle the most
pressing problems related to politit‘al, social
and economic injustices,

At this stage, my advice to follow South
Atrit‘ans would be: Instead of wasting L'H-
crgy in trying to build a nation/ rather at'-
ccpt the shared responsibility tor treating a
democratit‘ (ulturt'.

This is a long and tlit'ticult road. lt lat‘ks
the romanticism ot' the notion ot’ nation~
building. ll demands L'tt‘i‘nal \‘igilant‘c,
holding olt gods and tvi'ants whether in the
form ot' totalitarianism twhit'h is t‘asih' Cit“
tt‘t‘tahlvk or in tho guist‘ ot lllt‘ myth ol’ the
nation (tht' voit‘t' ot the people t'quatctl with
tho VUlCL‘ ot (iod) with t-inotional appt‘als
tor a t’ommon nationhood.

\"an Xyl Slahhort has l'k'lL‘l'l‘t'kl to lllL‘ tatt
that sotial antl econoinit' pi‘ohlt'ms in South
Afrit'a hany with increasing intensity, ”out?

stripped the t‘apaL‘it)’ ol the twisting politi7
cal framework to dual with them"

I would lilw to go Ullt‘ stop turthcr antl
suggt-st that our prohlt-ins have also out,
stripped the L'apat‘it)’ (>1 lllt' twisting llllt‘llt‘k'*
tual framework. What I propow is that wi-
st-riously ask ourselves \\’ltt'lltt‘t' thu tl|\*
course of nation—building is not an L‘\.tI]t]7lt‘
of an outdated intellectual apparatus mn~
tributin‘gv to tho paradigmatic crisis in whit‘h
we are involved.
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MILITARY

PEACE

For the first

time in the 30-

year conflict,

arch adversar-

ies — the ANC's

armed wing

and members

of the defence

force — came

together in a

bid to start

talking.

SHAUNA

WESTCOTT

was there

ONE ot the most terrible and ti'agit‘
crimes ol' apartheid has hcun that it has
forged the tincst and most itlt‘alistit‘ ot
South Atricans to leave home and learn
how to kill.

This ohscn'ation, made in anotht'i' kt‘ll‘
tmt by Alhic Sachs, acquired a haunting
poignancy during llll' t‘ont't‘runt‘t‘ on ”'l’ht‘
l‘uturt‘ ot Stm‘ui'itt' and Dctuncc in South .v\t7
rica”, whit'h was hosted in l thtlxtl l“ ltlasa
and thu /\.\L' at the end ot .\la\'.

l‘UI‘ it quiclxh' ht'camt' k'lL’dI' that lllL‘I't‘ is a
stron‘xfiv dltllitttlllldl‘lsl tvntlt'nm' in tin—
lxhontn \\'t‘ Si/wu (MK) and that inam' ot its
tonnnantlt'i's and k'tlLll'L‘\ ai‘t' itlvalists with
no low ot soltlim'ing.

./\s MK t‘hit‘l ot stati K'hi'is llani puts it,
they ai‘t' 1n\'ol\'t‘tl in ai‘nn'tl struggle "out or
nvt‘t‘ssitt', not out ol t‘hoit‘t‘”.

ililtis was Ullt‘ oi lltt‘ \tll‘*lt‘\l\ Hi lltt‘ ton—
tt‘i‘t'nt't', which hi‘ought together an s\\LW
\lK tlt'lcgation ol al‘out (M with a kll\t‘l\k‘
”homo delegation" intluding (‘iti/un l‘oi’t't-
otlit't-i's, "homeland" t't)l\)llt’l\, military
strategists antl acadt'init's, i‘t‘tii‘t‘tl st'nioi'
§./\l)l‘ Ullit't‘i‘s, voltst‘l‘ipls, l'LC‘C ttt‘ti\ isls and
t'hun h leaders,

the purpose of lltt‘ t'ontt'rcnt‘v, as me
pi't'sst'tl tw ltlasa \\'t*stt‘i'n (UPC i't‘gioi‘ial tli~
i't‘t‘tor \lk lloi'ain, was llllL‘t‘lUltl.

l'n'st|\', it \\as a "pt‘at’t‘ mission". 'l'hL‘
how- was that attt't' toui' tlavs togvthci',
tlt‘lt-gatt‘s woultl ht‘ tll‘lt‘ to "at‘lxnowlt'tht‘
lllt‘ll' tonnnon lnnnanitv, whit‘h is the lii'st
N

 
step to real pcat‘u”.

Sct‘ondh', it was to be a forum for "ex~
ploi‘ing ways to ClL‘-L‘\CdlfllL‘ the conflict and
to pi'm‘cnt tragedies like the one that ac-
toinpanicd fswapo’s return home".

l-‘inalh, the aim was ”to start the discus-
sion ahout the shape and role of a future
tlt‘lt‘ltL'L' lot‘u‘“,

lllt‘l‘U is no doubt that the conference
went a long \\'a\' to d(lllk‘VlIlg those goals,
and this is i't‘llt‘t‘tt'tl in tho Linaniinous state-
incnt issued at its t'ont‘lusion, whit'h spelled
out t‘onst‘nsus on a number of important is-
sues,

\inong those were that:
" .\ mutually binding ”L't‘SSdllUIt ot hos-

tilities" lwtwt‘t‘n contanlin‘gv militarv toi‘ccs‘
should be negotiated; -

‘ \ll\ should return to South Africa as
soon its negotiations allow and should be

pm'mittt'tl to Ll\t‘ S;\l)l5 facilities in this
pt'tKL‘ss;

' ’l'ht- SADF, \llx’, lllt‘ "homeland” armies
and otht'i~ military forces should be into-
gi‘att‘tl into a ItL‘\\', smaller, non—i'acial and
non~partisan professional lOI‘CC fully at
(ountahlt‘ to parliament;

" (‘oiist‘i‘iption should be phased out;
“ \tn‘t‘inhurg—typt‘ trials wci‘e ”inconsis-

tent with the spirit ot negotiations” and
were not on the agenda, but this should not
he (onstrucd as L‘\onuration {or future
atrocities.

Although thc SADF declined an invita-
tion to send a formal delegation to the con-



 

HASH/D LOMBAHD 
ference, both serving and retired officers

made it clear that the'SADF would receive a
full report on proceedings.
They also made it clear that the dismis—

sive attitude towards the Conference of De-
fence Minister Magnus Malan was not
shared by the top echelons of the SADF.

Former Permanent Force Commandant

Jakkie Cilliers, responding to a question
about SADF support for President F W de
Klerk, said this:

”From discussinns with the highest levels
I am convinced they realise very fully that
there is no alternative for Seuth Africa but

to move fully and rapidly to a politieal solu—
tion."

Indeed, Cilliers and others closely asso—

Ciated with the military — including Major-
General Wally Black, Commodore Andrew

McMurray, Commodore Vie llolderness,
officers of the Cape Town Highlanders 7
were adamant that as early as 1976 the
SADF were pleading with the government
to find a political solution

Cilliers expressed the view that obstaeles
to the negotiation preeess were mere likely

to come from the police than the SADF, al-
though he admitted that suppm‘t for De
Klerk in the rank and file of the SADF was

“another issue”.

Both he and Black (”the general” to all
delegates) distanced the SADF tram the
”special forces” under the ceinmand of the
chief of the defence force

To Page 12
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ABOVE: Colonel Gabriel Ramushwana (Venda defence force chief), Major—General Wally Black

(former director-general of operations, SADF HQ), Chris Hani (head of Umkhonto we Sizwe) and Thabo
Mbeki (ANC executive). LEFT: Hein Grosskopf (MK), Paul Brink (former officer commanding Cape

Town Highlanders), Colonel Gideon Meiring (SADF intelligence officer).

MK Chief a
reluctant
soldier

THE man white

South Africans have

been encouraged to
hate, 49—year—old

MK chief of staff

Chris Hani, is as

skilled in the art of

human relations as

he is in guerilla

wa r t a re.

During the five

days at the conference he was humorous
and indefatigable in a quest tor hearts and

minds that/ judging from the sidelines,

seemed to have Considerable success

Almost equal to their Chief in diplomacy

were the ahuut 50 delegates from MK, who
showed great restraint in the face of com—

ments from the hawks of the home delega—
tion \VllU were often unconscious 0f the rac-

ist and sexist attitude revealed by their re—

marks.

llani himself was deploying itilxes 0n the

first evening, challenging Citi/en Force offi—

cers to early morning jogs amund Lusaka,

gleefully reporting the opinion 01' Major—

Ceneral Wally Black tiormer director gen-

eral of operations at defence headquarters
in Pretoria) that llani would rank no higher

than lieutenant in his army.

One of the most delicate intiments ot the

conference, {or the anti-militarists in any

event, was when former Permanent Force

Commandant lakkie Cilliers presented
Hani with a glessyArmsmr pamphlet

 
“I'm sorry I can’t

utter you a director—

ship," (‘illiers said,

entering into the

spirit of detente,

while Ilani devoted

himself to making a
great ado of point-

ing out particularly
wondrous weap-
onry tn those sitting

near him,

Earlier, in the first paper delivered to the

conference, Hani came across in the image

of the scholar—soldier, giving an historical
overview 0t armed stru‘rgle hetm‘e turning
to the present situation

“Calls fur our unilateral abandonment 0t
the armed struggle/ in the face of persistent

police and army brutality; in the face of a
battery 0f laws preventin‘er normal and tree

political activity while giving sweeping
pnwers to the SA security establishment,
are as unfair as thev are unrealistic,” he

said. V

Other "ominous signs” disturbing to the

/\.\"C were “benign tolerance towards the

activity of the right wing and Vigilante
groups, apparent hesitation to release po-

litical priseners, and deployment of the no—
tm‘ious mereenary Battalion 32 in the e\plo—

sire situatien in Natal”.

As long as this kind of violence contin~

ued/ llani said, MK would continue with

the armed struggle. .‘ViK had “a moral duty
_———__—-——_
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Peace mission
"Don't paint tl‘~ all lw thmii,’

iht‘ gt'iit‘i‘al \diki. ”\\/t"l't‘ pi’iititi
HI 0111‘ i't‘tm‘ti. \\'t"i't‘ dNIIJIHL‘Li «it

\\ [Ml liltht‘ pt‘nph‘ tilt.”

Iii tat'l, lht‘ angiiixh lwhiiitl
lhix i'vmai'k cl’ilptml mi tl‘t‘ Iaxl

lull tia\' tit tht' tniilvi‘t‘iiw th-n

tm'mt'i' «illitt‘i' tmiiiiialitlilit;

t'alit' l‘tvwii Ilighlaiith-i'x lum'
\IaI'I’iiivi‘ row It» apvak tor "tht-

Lit‘lt‘y‘tllt‘x ()l litt‘ \\[ )I’”.

"\\'t‘ tluii't han‘ txi

\‘iiitt‘ti n1 tilt‘ ill\[itt‘ til the i\\t

t'till\t‘,H ht' \tlitl. "\\'t‘ \\'t)tliti nut

ht‘ H)”

[W ht‘l't‘ it \\t‘ tlithi'l lit'litwv \\t‘

111th! nut hamla tn

tht‘ urganixatmii whiih llit‘\ll.1
NV will lit' part at H]t‘ tlitili't-

gmci'iimt'nt.

”1h lilt‘ ttiLt-ii,

ha\'t'n't t'timt‘ ht‘i‘t‘ to he \ illiit‘tl,

attat’kt'ti anti itit‘tttitit‘ki with tm‘

I‘Ut’t\t\ and \\'t- .H't‘

\Uhiit‘l‘\, \\‘t‘ hth' tttthYt‘ti lht‘

\il't'ith Utll'

\illtlt‘ \\t'

alt‘Ut ilit‘\.

\t’lLiit‘I"\ ttxit‘.“

\iitl't‘tlit‘l' wt'm UH tn warn lht'
\H\ tit‘h‘gatiunl "\\'t‘ .H‘t‘ mild

t'timpai‘t‘tt with what um arc
Quin}; to law in [llltil't‘ nvgotia’

timia,” and In that \H\
ttmk athantagt' tit thv .1Ll\'ttt‘ ht‘
and his i'nllvagtit‘s t'titilti tittt'r
tin huw tht‘xt- might tw haiitih‘ti.

On tht‘ t‘litt‘l' hand, ,\\(‘ ’\H\'

tit‘lt‘gatt-x anti titht'i'x t’htiw tn
t‘\t‘l‘t

anti tiiphimatt' iii [ht‘ tatt- Hi
what ,\\(‘ IL‘|]L1L‘I"[]1I]1)(‘ \[i‘t‘i’xi
dt'litatt‘h tt'i'mt'ti
[mm the pad". Dvlivvi‘iiig thv
t‘itwing atitil‘t‘Nx, \H‘t‘ixi \tiiti

tit‘lt‘gatt‘x had ”an uhiigatitiii tn
ttttl'\t‘i\‘t‘\ and to UUI' PL‘UPIK‘ to
NUNldilt tht‘ Pl'th't‘N‘ (it mtwing

1‘(\I'\\'tlt'ti iti‘flyt'iht‘l'ui

tii‘gt‘

t'tiiixith‘i'ahlt' \t‘ilil‘t‘fitl‘ttitlt

"haggagt‘

tni‘ thi\ pi‘tu‘txa tn talw plaw,

it wax Iivt‘twsai'y tti

gutiti taith Hi [how whti had
l‘t‘t‘lt titin‘t‘xal‘it‘»

IT IS impmaihh- to \11111 up in

tiiiiiwtta\

t'lltt‘ thai‘attt‘i‘ixt‘tl h\ highilt‘u-l
iiiptitx tan t]\\‘(‘\tilttt' 1'.iii;,;t' mt

[’tl}‘t‘l'\), iit‘l'tt‘ tit‘l‘tiit‘, aiiti lht‘

tmiitt‘litiial gull l‘t‘t\\'t‘t‘lt lwn
htigt‘h' Lith‘l't'tti [itilitital tlli
ttll't’N.

.\ hunk, tillt‘ niit ax sown ax

}7()\\il‘[t‘, amt wmiiiara tll llit‘

\ai'ititix ili'haii lilt‘

tmth' will alvmpt that tmk

ix .1 IHt‘thtll'i‘ lli

thv \llttt‘\\ (H [ilk‘ t‘tiiitt-i't‘iitt-

that in 11H|1tllt‘\

\H‘t'lxl Limit] am, with Htk‘ \Ui'

t-mii \l|]7}1t11't «it all: "\\'t‘ \\1H .lti

d\\U]11t'

tiiit- ai‘tith- a tUHit‘i"

tt‘lltl't'\ «v1

iit)\\'t‘\‘t‘l', it

its tit)\ilt‘t;

[ttt:t‘l|tt‘l‘ ax ttuiiii'ath's lit‘taiiw
wi' ai‘t‘ llltiit‘ti iii «ummnii

l't‘\tt|\t‘ [(1 mid titt‘ tt-i'i’ihh- ullilr

atimi at iltllttt‘ ax tlllithh as ptw

that tuiiiitn tan

hut iii putty."

UHK’

\ilih' an tiiii‘

Shauna Wcstmtl works in thc

publit‘atinns division 01
ldasa.
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Reluctant soldier
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to th'tt‘litl (\lll' liwiph'”,

llt‘ .IIWIN‘JIl‘LI h» tht‘ tgtwt'i'ii—

lilt‘lll tn i'l-ahxt' that [lit ,/\\(

Iiatl mam \ii‘fllpiiiit'tl mvmht'i's

whn \titllti lilin .iii iiiipm'taiit

I'Ult‘ «m litl' grunnd, iiitllltliiit;

[lil' umli'til HI iiixlamt's HI iii

limlttalitm .lHtl \'lt\1t‘l]tt‘v

II \\a\ lttlh‘, tilt‘i’t'ltii't', lin' llit'

gmt'i’iimviit tn that; lt\ [t‘t‘t mi

lllt‘ tliltwlitm 0| tht‘ It“ 11m (1‘ t‘\

llt'\.][1ti |'t‘|t‘.1\t‘<tl pt) itita] }‘I't\

mit‘ra.

In an iltlt‘lltl‘t tn

ttiltiii'al gap ht-twt't'li

iimi'ats .iiitt ll]tt\t' whii tl\t‘ tht-

ii'itigv tht'
llu‘ [H [1,

laiigtiatgt‘ 01 ptihtita \ti‘ilgy‘hu

[lam tittt-i‘t‘ti thh tit-sti‘iptimi 0t

\H\2

“\t lht- liL-‘qiniiiiig
mil\ .1 tt-w iiitlwithia », making1

hnliiwniatlv lmml‘x, \\t‘ had nu

\\'(' \\'t'I'(‘ \\'t~'\t'

\\'t' \ t‘

tatihtit‘» nu haw» hit

\tt‘t't‘ti Nnmt‘ \lltkt‘\\t'\,

won a \nphixtitatinii, \\‘t"\'t* hit

Sam], \ititil‘tt‘t‘ixkt‘l‘i

lttmgtt‘, pnitt’t‘ \ldtlt)lt\

”\\'t- \\'t‘l’t‘ inapii‘t'i‘x and or-

gaiiixt‘i'x, \\'t‘ gvtivi‘ah‘d a \pii'it

Ht Lit‘tiitht‘, and tht- \‘Uttth i'v—

\PUHkit‘ki. iht‘ stalt‘ had In talw

|\tit'11t‘t‘j_;,

t1t)lt‘t)i tlx.

”Wt- han' lwt-n ahlv t(i

\t i'att h at tht‘l’t'y’ilnt‘i11t)l|l’()\\‘n

\\'a\'. \\'t' \\'L'I’t' Iikt' a that l1t'nt’t'

tht- i‘i'usvtitii'th'r attath against

tl\ Wi- lwtamt' an manipit' tit

H]t' \l‘tl‘tl ot nu surrender.

”\\"<~'\'t~ takt-n a bt'atin‘yv
\Iam' Hi ilx ha\'t- kiit'dt \Vt' ha\’t'

wmi m» tci'i'itniax I’m! in NW

ttl\\'lt\hi}“~ pvuplc ai‘t' singing

the sun» «it \IKX’ he said.

(111 thv ptihlit plattnrm, Ilaiii

himst‘lt as a rt-hit‘tant

iiiwiln'd in armed

”mil ()1 l1t‘tt‘NNity, nut

l't'\'t*a|\

\Uidit‘t‘,

\ti'ilgglt‘

(\lll tit t Ittiitt'

.'\tt()l'kiil1g tn a number (it

thamit‘ti) Ptll‘iitdlithN, ht‘ ix a

man who hax attluii‘t-tt a I't‘Ptltd-

titm (H't‘l’ twn dt'tath-s ax an Ui-

Iiwi‘ whn lt‘dtiH 1w maniph‘. llix

t‘\Plt\il\ iii outwittiiig Ittll]1t‘]‘t)ll\

JHL'HIPIH mi his Iiit‘ by RA gmu

L‘I'HINL‘IH ttgt‘nl" in I’mtswana

and I t'wthn dl‘t‘ lt‘gt-ndary.
Ih‘ ix nlwintixly loud and rt»

\pm tut 1w those Undt't‘ hix tum—

maiiti, wmp mt whnm t‘\PI'L‘\‘~t‘Li

outrage in privatv CUIH'CI‘NHiUH

at tht‘ way Ilaiii hax bm'n Lic-

mtmist'd in the South African
}7[‘L‘\\,

Asked to comment about
this, llani himself says this: ”I

am not a tm‘turt-r, l passionately

bt‘iit‘Vt‘ in \ocial justice and I cx—
tcnd this UVCH to those who
haw mmmitlvd crimes against
the ANC.

"I have campaigned for a
code at conduct fur captuer
pi'iwncrx it's out of character
fur me to LI5L‘ torture against
thuw already in my hands. I
tight them, sure. That's a differ—
Cnt thing

"I was L‘niiiplctcly bewil-
dered to bc accused in the press
(it torture. I don't believe in

t‘apital punishment 7 {Or anyone.
”I don’t cvcn believe in cor—

pora] punishment. I abhor any
form 0t treatment that dehu—

manixt‘x pL-oplu i believe in
creative, rt-habilatatiw punisl—
mcnt that has the potential to

transform a person.
"In (iur ranks, the label is

he's tot) liberal, hc’a too soft’,”
ho my» and he laughs.

Such are military tales . . .
IN THE warm [ambian

night, [itl't‘t‘ mun \at talking,
laughing, thinking liver 7 Paul,
['Httlt anti \Iai'tin,

\lai'tin and Hlitit muld haw

mvt ax hub in \atal. 011v gi‘t-w
tip in l’int'tnwii. [‘ht' titht‘i'

\tayt'ti in L lt'i‘mtiiit dilt‘l‘ «(hunt

[‘hm‘ ttitilti hau‘ \hot t‘dt'h
other th‘att iii Angola iii W81)

WHI. \lai'tiii was a parahat

[hut was \tatitmt‘ti at an \H\

«amp and npt‘i'ating in \tippm‘t
Hi Iapla lt>l'\t‘\ iii tht' aim.

\ litth' latt-i‘ anti I‘atil, a 1m"

IHL‘I' ilt‘lllt‘ltdlti in mihtan iHlt‘i'

ii:_:l'it\k', \Hlllti ith‘ tit‘i‘t'it‘lt‘ti

\lai'tiii tii' halith‘ti [Hint UVK‘Y tn
intt'i’i'tiggatui‘»

iit‘ itt1\\‘ ht‘

wax iii a ht'liuiptvi' with a pi‘ixr

uiit'i’ iht‘ man wax liiiiitittiltlt‘ti

and 11h armx piiiitmt'ti lit-hiiiti

ith Inn k, i'llmw li» t‘“‘l‘\\,

I’aili'x titllV wax tn hand lllt‘
I‘l'|\t‘lit‘l' mvi‘ [U llttt‘l‘t‘\>};t1lt‘t\ at

[Itt‘ t'llti t‘i illt‘ thtiplwi' t'ith‘. ||\‘
Imvw [ht‘ l‘I‘lMHu‘l‘ wax l‘I’Ul‘til‘h

lt‘H\ t1 \tnl'\ (\l

guiltig [U\i1l'.

iiit‘l't‘\\K'Ik‘ltli1t‘l\lll titt‘ht‘ii’
tuptt‘i‘. Ihl ptit hi\ hand mi tht'
lintiiiti maii'x thigh, lttllLitt‘ti
him and [itll‘t'kl thv [Ullk'h tnhi
tht‘ maii \tiiiit'tliiii;: nl human.
It\.

Hlit h ait‘ militan tah'x.

l'aiil \aw llt‘ IN HUl tiamagt‘ti.
Martin \a\\ iit‘ h'tt lilt‘ t'hlii‘th
\\ iiiit’ iit‘ wax a \t‘lti;(‘i'.

'1
Former parabat Martin Birdwhistte and MK political

commissar Elliot Mduni.

ih‘ ik‘H\ Oi tmwing tht' Angu—
Iaii l‘t‘l'tik‘l' during [ht‘ I‘M) SI
imamm Upt'i'atiun l’i'titoa , tht'

\.\l)|' tallvd itv Stimv l‘ti \L"
hitlk‘\ anti [hUIIMHMiN 0t tmopx
l‘.]ll\t‘\i whih‘ tht' arim' padrt'
told them. "l‘hix ix a )tht war.
U\ L't' tht‘l‘t‘ i\ tht‘ t‘ltt‘mV. (it‘d i\

\\ llh V011.”

\lai‘tin \hdixt‘\ 11h ht'ati. “You
tan't ht- part Ul litt‘ t‘hiii‘t'h in
[ht‘ armV,” 11L‘\.1\\.

i'iiitil {JLKN i‘rdiitt‘l’t‘nt \‘it‘\\'.

[hit ht‘ joined a tiittt'i't‘nt amw.
"L p to thix mtimt'nt [ still

th'aw \ti‘t‘ngth tmm wmv l’t‘lih"
inin tuithingx. l‘hm‘ hmlti a lot,"
ht‘ \ayx. "'I'ht‘ lii‘xt time I read

 

abtitit tht‘ nccd tit sharing was

nut in \'1ai‘\i_st books, it was in

tht‘ Hibh'.”

Thtw' agree that "the basis of.
the Bible is sot‘ial justice", that

"it's‘ a socialist book”.

Tht-y pursue parallt‘l paths --
lillitit M‘CUndt‘d f1‘0111 MK to

trade union work, particularly

with tht‘ Food and Allied Work-

L‘rs’ Union, Martin t0 a person-

ncl job iii [ht‘ Natal sugar indus-

try with the same Linitm,

Such \\'L‘I‘L‘ the L‘nt‘ountcrs

duringY t-Vt‘nings off from the

tioi‘mal busincss of thc confer—

cnt‘tx Such is the tragedy and
tht‘ pi‘miiisc of our country.



 

 

AFRIKANERS

Broederbond once more the
power behind the throne

By David Shandler

ONE OF the tir5t 5tep5
that President FW de Klerk
took 011 1155111111111; hi5 po5iti0n
as head of state \\'a5 to drasti-
cally Cut the power5 0f the Nar
tional Security Management
System (NSMS) which, through

a hidden coup, had become the
essential power behind the 1’ W
Botha throne.

Botha had ridden to authority
011 the back of the Country’5
military machine. Policy during
his presidency closely reflected
the thinking of 5ecurocrat5. The
influence of the Broederbond
the white male ba5t1011 01' power
which had steered the ri5'e of
the National Party throuvh the
decades of the thirtie5 to the
19705 — waned dramatically du mm; the Botha 1/ear5.

But during recent ti111e5, the 1301111 ha5 ii1crea5ing1y cume to 5ee
the need for a radical departure from the policy of apartheid a5 the
means to protect white intere5t5. The Afrikaner intelligentsia and
most of the government reaii5ed during the final 5tage5 of the
Botha realm that it VVRS important to move 12151 to rectify the C11
and immobility into which the country had 5111119 The acee55im1 01
De Klerk marked the key moment 111 11115 proee55. It allowed a re—
turn to civilian government and in particular the removal 01' the
security 5115mm a5 the centre 111 1111 5;0\e111111e11t thinking. [11 it5
place the Cabinet, the \11’ cauc115 and the Broederbond regained the

authority of pa5t year5.
What are the 5i1;115 of the return to centrality of the Bond?
Current policy C105e11/ retlect5 the thinking that ha5 been e111e1‘g-

i11g in the Broedei‘hond 5i11ce 191%. 111 e55e11ce there wa5 an ac-
knowledgenwnt by thi5 body that a maintenance 01' racial power
would ultimately be detrimental to the 5111‘\'i\'al 01' the Atrikaner,
The only Way 111 which At‘1‘ika11er5 could retain their place in the

 

VILJOEN: Broerderbond an

important base

  

51111 \1'0111C1 be thr0111;h 11111111;
a11a1' with racial cateemie5, as
\1e11 a5 the e\c1115i\e ad1ance-

111ent 0t white intere5t5.

Sources 5a11' that De Klei'k
.5ee5 the Bond a5 an important

11(15e. 5111111111‘11' tor hi5 cabinet

Colleague (1e1‘rit Viljoen, per—
hap5 the ke11;11\'er11111e11t intel—

lectual 1 1e 15 a former chairman

01 the 5et‘ret organiszation, Be—

hind the 5Ce11e5, Bond chairman

I’ietei‘ de Lange 15 5‘aid to play

an important role in develop-

111e11t5.

A5 ear11' a5 1987, De lange
5aid that the Broedei1101111 11115

“5t111 committed to promoting
Atrikaner 111tere5t5, (but) the

way 111 which it 11115 to do that

new i5 thruugh the promotion
(11 e1'er1bod1" 5 111tere5‘t5”

Kev 1301111 document5 ha\e in

recent 1'ea1'5 acknmx'ledged the ideological taihne ot apartheid/A
191% working document stated that ”it 111u5t be taken into consid»
eration that group i11tere5t5 might reach acm55 the (010111 1i11e”1 It
went on further to 5tate that ”the abuhtimn of di5erii11i11at1011 1111151

thu5 not be regarded a5 c011ee55it>115 made under pre55u1‘e, but a5 a

Condition 01' survival”

A turrthe \‘e1‘1 i11te1e5ti111,Y comment t1o111 the 131“OCL'1L‘11‘1011L11

contained 111 the 191% document and tore5‘ee5 the pti55i111111t1' 01 th:

gmernment 11131111; 111 0ppt151t1011: “A te5t we 111u5t applv a5 to the

at‘teptahihty of a 51’5te111,111115t C111111115 be what 11011111 be 111 0111‘
be5t intere5t,5511011111 \\e, [or e\a111p1e tind 011r5e1\e5111 oppo5i-

11011.”

111 a 5111111111 vein De Klerk \1'a5 l'tirced to admit to the badgering

01’ Brian Walden 111 a London \x'eekend lelevi5ion interview that

government \x'a5 “prepared to 1;i\e 11p pou'r’e (Em'eminent, and
pre5umabl1 \1111te South African5 \1'ere 110t huweveI, ”“pIepaIed to
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DE KLERK: New way of
promoting Afrikaner interests

Yuppies moet help bou aan nuwe SA
8008 die Baader—Meinhot-

bende e11 enkelouer—ge5in11e, 15

die yuppie ’11 iinieke 111aat51<ap—
like produk van 0115 tydt

Ekonomie5e verandering het
waarskynlik die 5terk5te
vormende hn'loed op die 1111p-
pie-per5oo11likheid gehad. Die
yuppies het 011t5taan 111 ’11
wéreld van \'erby5terende
wetenskaplike vordering, tegnologiem‘ WI" Die het

Waiter invloed het daardie laat 20—eeuse verskynsel,

die yuppie, op die openbare mening’? Die skrywer en

ekonoom P J Haasbroek voer in die bygaande artikel

aan dat die yuppies oorreed moet word om te help

bou aan die nuwe Suid-Afrika.

’11 rvk bodm‘p en ’11 arm imdt‘r—

11'k die on politieke, 111aat51<ap—
like e11 ekm1m11ie5e 5keid511'11e
\'e1‘dt13;: ’11 511‘uike1blok 111 die
weg; van vowi'uitgang.

G1'11ep51'e1'11ondenheid het 111
die e/ulw/ 111/[1[11“(1’ ’11 ai1ac111‘011—
i5111e 1;e1\",01d ’11 00111111511 \'al1
primitieue t1'e tee indi\idue1e
011111111111; \an die 1111111111115111111
\an ’11 gmep at'hanklik \\'a5 e11
groepe underline 11111 11111 \‘om‘b

11e5taai1 1110e5 1111‘1‘11111}; 111 ’11 genade105e
7e1‘0—50111—5pelt1111111111; e11 die aanpa55i11g van alle organi—

sasievorme 1111111‘111'.Ek0110111ie5e gmei en
011t11ikke11111; het \e1‘511e1 en die 1e11en5pe11
van 5e1<ere$1ge111een51<appe het geneldig
verhoog.

Die ekonomie5‘e integra51e van die mod—
erne ontwikkelde lande van die wereld (1115—
111itenc1 die van Europa 111 ’11 gemeen5kap5—
mark), 111ter11a51011ale k111111111111i1<a5ie e11

511e1—vervoer het die \x'ereld Iaat krimp lot
’11 global 111/[115111

dorp. 111 005—13111’opa e11 die USSR het die

ontevredenheid 0111' 5o5iaa1—ekm1o1111’e5e

agterlikheid outplot 111 radiktfle politieke

11e1‘1'111‘111111g, Net die Derde \NLei‘eld 511111

111111115 \'ergete \\'e;; in ’11 111011115 \an ektm-

omie5e, 111aat51<aplilxe e11 pulitieke

agteruitgang.
Die 11'11ppie5 \won 111 die 1101111111 van die

elem! 111/lawn
111 die moderne toenemend geintegi‘eerde

e11 1'1101‘uit5'rewende wereld \‘an vandag

Die \x'are 11111‘1'e1‘ 13111 die moderne \x'ei‘eld
i5 11 ko5111opoliet.Die 1'11ppie5 i5 111'111111e—
111e11c1heid ko51110poliete1
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From Page 13

cnmmit suicide",

The Wh’h lh’oederlmiitl tlut‘iiment uent on tn note that there

emiltl be 1m guarantee» “We must think in terms (it proliahilities‘,

0t calculated i‘islxs. 'l‘he greatest risk today is that «it taking m» risk
at all"

(im‘ei'nment statements since He lx’lerlx's speech echu these sent]?

ments t‘loselv. 'l‘he gmernment is new taking the risks that Botha
was nut prepared, or not capable ul’ taking.

But the cost Im' the gtn'ernment and the AIrikaans intelligentsia

is an int‘i‘easing polarisation within the Atrilxaner cumimlnity, ()l

particular emieei‘n tn the HUIlLl at present is the growth ()l traditions
alist [\ll‘llxtlllt‘l' iialitmalism in the lUI‘lN ot the ('unsei‘vatiVe Party

and various i'i;:,lit»\\'in;fiv splinter gmtlps. [{llnrts are at present being
made by the leadership Ul the ”()llkl tn heal the ritt that has devel—

oped.

An alleded recent Bond tlnt'ilment states that the tlitterent‘es that

have emerged can be dealt with without mntlit't. “lt is trusted that
the At'rikanei‘ will he big enough in spirit t0 talk the matter mit
peaeet'ully with eat‘h other," the tlntiiment said.

”Before the Atrikaner sits with am'hmly else at a t'mistitutiunal
negotiation table, he owes his fellow /\lI‘ll\dl1t‘I’\ an [\Irikaner (km-

tei'ence, We trust that Afrikaner leaders will be big enough to make
such an Afrikaner Conference a reality”
The Broetlerbond, having thmwn the cat among the pigeons, is

new attempting to sort out the mess within the Afrikaner commu-
nitv that has resulted It is assumed that Bond leaders see their
mmmmi Atrikaner identity with the rigiit-vvim.,y elements of the
\‘olk as the basis on which a rapprochement and settlement can be
lm‘ged.

While there may be these common ties of loyalty, there may be
greater problems to be addressed. Of particular concern is that the
Bmedertmnd and the National Party have come to represent the
more al'l'luent and cosmopolitan sections of the Afrikaans commu-
nity (‘usmupulitan as they are, they are more prepared (and able?)
to live in a mntext outside of the safe confines of the laager. The
white \x'm‘kers, lower middle class members and poor farmers rep-
resented by the rightwing, see their safety and security best served
by maintaining their group identity in a xenophobic attempt to
ward oil alien outsiders
The test tor the Broederbtmd now is whether it has the capacity

to unite all Atrikaners behind the programme it deems necessary
{M the \ledtltH] of Smith Africa

David Shandler is a research consultant to Idasa.
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s‘iilxses/ \‘m‘m die yuppies‘ ’n hes
solider dinamiese gmep in die
gemcenskap.

Dis dus‘ nodig um te \‘1‘d wat
is die heersende denku'ys‘e in
Stiid-;\{ril\'a naamp die yuppies
hul im'loed uitueten.

DlE Suid—Atrikaanse yuppie
het sy om's‘pi‘tmg in die
apartheidstelsel, die ttitaalstelsel
\vat die sentrale \vaardes van
apartheidsparadigma weer—
spieel en, Yanselfsprekend, ouk

die kont‘lik tusseii hnudings‘ en
waardes rtmdom apartheid,

Dit beteken nie dat die yup—
pies die waardes‘ van die domi—
nante paradigma aanvaar — of
nooclwencli‘gy ahvys ~ nie, Net dat
hulle, sous almal in Suid—Atrika,
apartheid beleef.

O_ns kan nag 'n stap x'erder
gaan. Op elke terrein is
diskriminas‘ie geinstitusional—
iseer: in clie pnlitiek, in maat»
skaplike verhoudings en in die
ekonomie

Dit het op bevourregting uitgemontl, 0p
ongelykheid tussen groepe. Die vraag is
non ha die mate \\'ddl'lll die uplmms Van tlie
Suid—Afrikaanse yuppie juis te danke is aan
die el<sl<lusiewe hevoorregting van hill Ull‘
derskeie gmepe

Al die jtmg blanke I‘L'lx’t‘lllltt’LNtt‘t‘s/
dnkters, pmkureurs en ingeiiieiirs lwm [Ill
’11 gemeenskap met een van die hoogste le—
wenstandaarde ter wereld. Die staiitlaai'tle
word nie net gemeet aan private hesit en
verbruik nie, maar (wk aan die dienste \vat
die ()werheid verskal.

Die yuppies het in SLIlLl*/\ll‘ll\d se mom
rustige wutmhuurte gruotgewm'd en hul
(mderwys in staatskole en univei‘siteite
geniet waar die mverheid 8t) persent van
die kuste suhsidieer.

llulle Verkonp hul pi‘otessinnele [\Lm-
digheid in die apartheidsgemeenslxap aan
die wat dit kan belwstig huntsaaklik lede
van hul eie gmep,

lnderdaad stiek hulle die rykste \N'L‘l\'t‘lklt‘
Liit Vlt‘ hul praktyke, llulle leet’ en \\'L‘I'l\ tltlS
steeds in blanke gmepsgebiede/ gmteiitleels
geisoleer m n die andei‘ gemeenskappe.
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PJ Haasbroek

Die yiippies is op die hoogte Van die
aktuele \'i'aagstul\l\e \‘aii hul t\'tl. llLIl be—
langstelling sti'elx gewtmnlik \‘L‘t‘l \\'\'ei' as
hul eit' spesialisasiei‘igtings, want dit is \‘ii‘
die yuppie helangi‘ilx nm 001' alles 'n
standpiint te he‘

\ogtans is hulle hereid om 00k andei‘
teensti'ytlige stamlptmte te tmrweeg, Dit lei
tut iiitli‘ingende tlehat, want die yuppie
aam'aai‘ seltle die lwm'ensionele \\‘\‘sheid
up gesigswaai'tltx (Mk ten npsigte \‘an
apartheid.

TEEN LllL' agtergi‘untl \\'il ek, gegewe
\llt‘ gemar \'an \‘t‘i'algemening, ’n (\‘UUI"
lnpige) km‘tlys' \‘an i'iippieshuudings en 7
\x'aartles our apartheid aanteken:
.Yiippies gln in die \‘i'i'lieitl en burger—

i‘egte \‘an die individu. Die mees’ hasies'e
\‘I‘i'heitl en rug is 0m iou persuonlike Ver-
mnOns ten beste te ontwikkel en te gebruik;
.Apai‘theid helemmer individuele

\‘i'i'lieitl en perk hui‘gerregte int Dit bring
migelleheitl mee. Die pi'imere oorsaak van
migelykheitl le egtei' up die individuele
\‘lak, h_\‘ persuunlike mn‘ernme en unwil—
ligheitl um hard en pmdulxtiet te \verk, 0m

R/AAN DE V/LL IERS

te innoveer en om otiderne—
mend 0p te tree;

.Yuppies bevraagteken die
grondslae van Suid—Afrika 5e
“etnies‘ sosialisme”, ons oorma-
tig gereguieerde sosiaal-ekon—
0mies‘e stelsel. Hulle verwerp
bumkratiese beplanning en be-
heer onomwonde as ondoeltref-
tend, vertragend en '11 bel—
emmering van individuele ini-
siatief en prestasie. Hulle bejeén
die kunstitusionele ver-
menigvuldiging van politici in
Suid—Afrika se regering met
argwaan;
.Yuppies midersteun cle-

mokratisering, omdat hulle die
verband tussen politieke stabil—
iteit en sosiaal—ekonomiese
vooruitgang hegryp. Solank
Suid—At'rika se toekomstige
regering net nie kortsigtige
beleids‘rigtings inslaan nie, gee
die meeste yuppies blykbaar
nie om wat die regering se
kleur sal wees nie. Tog gee al-
mal heimlik die voorkeur aan

'n meritokras‘ie;

.Nlin yuppies is \verklik patrioties. Hulle
ken die buitelandse markwaarde van hul
kundigheid en bly net lI‘ Suid«At‘rika (midat
die persoonlike koste-voordeel—verliouding
hog positief is‘~ As hul \‘oorclele at'neem, of
die sosiale koste styg, sal hulle nie skroom
om te emigreer nie. Suid—Afi‘ika kan maklik
oornag die meeste van s_v yuppies verloor.

Dit sal ’n ramp wees as‘ 0115 hierdie di—
namiese gmep van \‘ooruitstrewende jong-
mense met hul kundigheid \r'erloor.

 

Tans is‘ 0115 deeglik bewus‘ van die
pyiilike ekonomiese beperking wat die
uitvloei van kapitaal uit SLllCl-Afrlka mee—
hi‘ing. Die emigras‘ie van yuppies sat ’n ver-
lies van menslike kapitaal van hoe gehalte
wees, \\'at die beperking van ons eko-

nomies‘e groei en ontwikkeling pynlik sal
\‘erergeri

Die yuppies se aanwesigheid in Suid-
At‘rika moet \‘ir hulle persoonlik sinvol
wees; Een manier 0m hulle hier te hou, is

deur die uitdaging aan hulle te stel om te
help bou aan die nuwe Suid-Afrika.

(Met crkwming mm Rapport)
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Taking up the challengeof transition
THE}cl1anging political face
of South Africa and ldasa’s role
in the process of transition came

under close scrutiny during a
two-and—a-half day staff Work-
shop held at Gordon’s Bay in
mid—June.

Directors and co—ordinators
from all six regions and the
head office met to assess politi—
cal developments in the country
and the goals and challenges
facing the organisation in the
19905.

Essential reading for all dele—
gates was Transitions from A11—
thoritm'imi Rule; tentative t‘om‘lw
sions about uncertain denmcrncies
by Guillermo O’Donnell and
Philippe C Schmitter.

Idasa trustee and UCT politi—
cal studies professor André du
Toit, reminded ldasa that all too often

people assumed falsely that South Africa
was an exception to other scenarios.

Research on the process of transition
from authoritarianism to political democ-
racy showed a movement through phases
from liberalisation to Lle111L1cratisatiL111.
However, Du Toit warned that history was
not necessarily on the side of democracy
and that this process was not inevitable.

Evidence from other societies which had
gone through the transition process showed
that the “two stage theory” — in which it
was believed that society could first be lib—
eralised and democratised and only then
introduced to socialism — did not work. On
the contrary, if the process of liberalisation
and democratisation proceeded to the end
of the transition phase together, the ten-
dency was for a freezing over of social rela—
tions which made it more difficult to pro—
ceed with radical social change.

Contextualising this information, a re—

searcher at the Wits Centre for Policy, Mark

Swilling, said there had been a fundamental

shift in the way opposition groups 111 South
Africa viewed the government. lle said the
United Democratic Front now accepted that
the regime was prepared to move towards a
political democracy.

 

Outgoing chairperson Dr Beyers Naudé. Ian Liebenberg
and Marion Shaer at the Idasa workshop in June.

However, the opposition was divided
into two: those who believed the conditions
put forward and were prepared to abide by
the rules. of the game, and those who be—
lieved the regime was \x'eakening and
therefore opposition groups should hold
out for higher stakes.
He said there was also a realisation by

the National Party that without the opposi—
tion (the ANC) they were finished.

The making of pacts between the rulers
and the opposition characterised the avail—
abl e options in the situation. A pact defin—
ing the rules ot the game and the begining
of an agreement could be forged (the
Croote Schuur minute possible fell into this

category); or a cartel could be formed when
“softliners” and the opposition both agreed
to co-0perate in the management of the

transition.

llesaid the only way a society could

1110\e beyond politiLal LtemoLraLy to soLial
ClemocraL‘y, weltare demoLraLy oI soLial—

ism, was it the mobilisation of civil society

continued,
The pattern in other societies thus far has

been one in which 111obilisatioi1 declined the

closer a settlement became. The reasons for

this included exhaustion, L‘lisillusionment

with idealism, a depletion of resources and

a reluLtanLe b\ aLti\ists to con—

tinue to saLrifiLe tl1ei1 personal

lives to “the struggle" As the
delegates laughed knowingly,
Swilling reminded the work—
shop that the 10—year burn-out

syndrome was a reality!

Following this pl enary ses—

sion, small groups L‘llSLLlSSL‘Ll

the relevance of the transition

framework to the South African

situation possible scenarios.

011 the basis of this, the after—

noon theme revolved around

ldasa/s role in the process of
transition. Priorities were iden—

tified and evaluated. In a brief

assessment of ldasa’s role, the

newly-elected Chairperson of

the ldasa board of trustees, Dr

.\ltatho Motlana, urged the ln-

stitute to work for democracy
among all South Africans and

not to concentrate its energies only on the

white community.
The next day, delegates launched into the

last eight—hour stretch of the workshop. All
eyes were focused on ldasa — its internal
workings, its strengths and weaknesses, the

”threats” it encountered and the opportuni—
ties that existed.

In considering the role of the institute a
broad working document emerged from the

small group and general discussions. In

terms of this ldasa would see itself as:
* Promoting progressive and democratic

ideals and practices.
* Addressing the tears, prejudice and a11-

ger in South African society that are ob-
stacles to the transition to a 11on—racial, de—

n1oL‘racy.
* Strengthening ”paeting”

major actors in South Africa.
" Providing information to all groups on

all levels ~ in particular locally — on critical
issues confronting South Africa and explor—
ing ways of addressing these.

* Facilitating discussion of constitutional
and developmental issues around a post-
apartheid South Africa

All of these issues and more will be delib—
erated at ldasa’b planning conference
scheduled for August.

between the

 

THE Soweto civic leader

Dr Ntatho Motlana, was

elected chairperson of lclasa’s those 011

New boss on board
should be reconsid—the left

group, that organisation."

Dr Motlana said he deeply
admired the work of ldasa,

but while he approved of its
board of trustees at a meeting
of the board during ldasa’s
recent staff workshop. UCT
political studies lecturer Pro—
fessor Andre du Toit, was

elected vice-chairperson.

Outgoing chairperson was
Dr Beyers Naude, who has

served in the position since
1986.

In his address to ldasa
staff, Dr Naudé said the Chal—

lenge for the Institute was
how to bring a fearful white
community to a new under—

standing and to work with  
who, while not op-

posed to negotia—
tions, were deeply

suspicious of thel\Na-

tional l’arty.

Dr Naude

major

and debates in South

Africa could not take

place purely in par-

liament, they would

have to happen in

local L‘oi11n11111ities

all over the country.

One aspect of

ldasa’s work that

  

Dr Motlana

eIeLl uas the under

standing between it—

self andblaLk oigan—

isations, especially
the Mass Democratic

said the Movement. Dr

discussions Naude said a shitt

was taking place
within (UlnlilllllltlL’S.

”People will come
to \\'lilCl1L‘\'CI‘ orgam

isation will meet

their needs.

“People's needs

will bring them to
that person, that

efforts to allay white tears
about a 11onAraL‘ial democracy,

it needed to broaden its work

to allay black fears and pro-
mote democratic ideals in the

black community.

“People are not born demo—
crats. I think they are born
damn selfish! We need to

learn that it is better to share

and work together."

There was a particular need
broaden democratic prac—

anel understanding
the blaLk \outh.

thL‘

among  
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By Bea Roberts

IN MAY ltiiisti (llist Ion-

don) hosted a seminar on the

topic ”Maids and Madams". it

was based on Dr Iiiclxh'n L‘ock’s

study which \ms tirst con—

dut‘ted in the l-‘nstern (ope/
Border region in W78. The work

was uptinteti in 198‘), but the

situation is little changed,

The domestic worker in

South [\tirica is in A unique, ul7

tra-mploiteti situation. Besides
twinev under a system which is

both racist and se\ist, she is de—

nied the most basit‘ rights As a
worker 41nd as a person. Ironi-

cally, in her work, the most di-

rect oppression (111d mploitation

she e\periences is at the hands

ot' another woman, This

serious questions about tradi7

tional notions ot' "sisterhood"

and feminism.

v\n e\ploriition ot the roles
black and white women adopt

in the domestic situation takes

these questions even further,
There is a strange politiml inter-
play at work, one which Cock
describes as the politics of de~
pendence. Black workers are
certainly economically depend—
ent on their "madams", but at
the same time there is a particu—
lar emotional dependence of
white women on their ”maids?

IN OUR society, at] women
are subjeet to A system of se\ual
domination, but their experi-
ence of it depends on their posi-
tion in the class structure. In
South Africa, most white
women can ”buy" domestic
service and so escape the con—
straints of their domestic roles
and responsibilities
The exploitation blaek

women sut'ter is tar less subtle
They are very much at the
mercy ot' their employers be7
cause at present they are not

cmered by legislation in terms
of pension, UH“, siek leave, ma-
ternitv leave or other benefits.
(’oclx’s study uncovers the deep
sense ot hopelessness and Lil‘-
spondenev these women have
towards their own lives, Besides
the I‘edsons listed above, there
are numerous factors which
contribute to this:

I'tiises

otow wages. The studv re—
vealed an average monthhi pay
ment of R35 (WHO statistics).
otong hours (the average

being a (it—hour working' week).
0 Acctmimodation (which tor

1i\'e-in domestic workers is ot—
ten squalid and cramped),
o The low status ot' the occupm
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Maids & Madams — the gap remains
lion.

oThe lack of appreciation by

employer» ("It lowers your

dignity to be ti domestic, Your

employer’s child can swear (it

\‘ou and you have got to laugh.
'There is nothing you can do.
The parents say nothing")

0 The monotonous nature ot

the work. (”It’s not an interest-
ing job. You don’t learn from it
It just makes \‘ou tired to think
you are going to do the same
thing, every day. That is why l
have all my children at
school.")

Domestic \\'orT\ers’ hopes tor
the tuture TURNS very strongly
on their children, Iktucation is
seen as the means whereby
their children can escape to a
better life, It is regarded as
”something nobody can take
away from you", and serves as  

a kind of insurance policy.
Representatives from the

South African Domestic Work—
ers' Union also attended the
seminar and gave a brief outline
ot' their position, aims and de-
mands, Sndwu was launched in
November 1986 and has over
3000!) members in eight re—
gions

Their demand is for a basic
living wage of R330 per month
tor a semivskilled worker for an
eight7hour day, five days a
week, with t'ull meals and pro—
tective clothing provided. (The
demand tor a skilled t'uII—time
worker is R430.)

Interesting discussions fol—

lowed. Besides the representa—
tives from Sadwu, women from

local employment agencies
were present who clearly had
problems with the union de—  

mands 7 “the women who come
to us are not even interested in
employing union members”. A
very real problem is that many
people do not want to pay the
required minimum wage 7 yet,
on the other hand, they are of—
t'ering some form of employ—
ment in an area known to be
one of the most poverty-

stricken in the country.
It is clear that this 'ssue is far

t'rom being resolved and, in
tact, is‘ in danger of losing im-
pact in the midst of so many
burning political issues and
campaigns. Yet it is in domestic
service that some of the worst
effects of the South African sys-
tem are brought to bear. We
owe it to ourselves to address
this problem effectively.

Bea Roberts is regional co—or-
dinator in East London.

Township tour for Tukkies
A TOUR to create aware—

ness among white students ot'
the poverty and social problems
brought about by the Group
Areas Act and homeland policy
set off from the I’retoria Idasa
ot't'ice recently

Winterveldt, Marabestad, the
former Lady Selbourne residen-
tial area and Soshanguve town~
ship were Visited by the group
which comprised 35 University
of Pretoria students 7 including
members of the Conservative
Party, Afrikaner Volkswag/
Studente \'ir /n Demokraties‘e
Sameiewing (SDS) and town
planning students.

in Winterveldt, we were in—
troduced to the chairperson ot'
the \N’interveldt Action Com7
mittee, Mr X K Nyamakti/i,
who showed people around a
creche where 3th) toddlers li\‘e
in abject conditions.

We then Visited ii private
school whit‘h consists of long."
iron shacks with no tloor, water
or eleetricity, where Httti pupils
are taught by eight teachers.
Most of the staff are not prop-
erlv qualitieti, but do their best
under the L‘il‘t‘tlthslaltt‘t‘s.

\\’e \‘isiteti the Sisters of
Mercy Catholic mission station
which provides henlth care, a
cret‘he and skills development
to the community, The ne\t
stop was at an enormous rub-
bish dump on which people eke
out an e\istencer

The students were \‘isiblv tit-
t’ected by what they e\peri—
eneed and this provoked much
discussion. On the jeurnev back  

  
to Pretoria, Lance Cooper, a
member of. SDS, conducted ran—
dom inter\'ie\\'s with the group.
These were some of their re—
sponses:

0 Andrew Burrow 7 It is shock—
ing that neither Bophu—
thntswana nor South Atica take
responsibility for these people.
How can governments just
shrug oil such responsibility?

0 \\'ynand Boshott 7 Apartheid
kan nie die skuld \'ir alles krv
nie [Elke \‘olk moet \‘ir homseit
sorg. Ons kan nie \‘erwag word
om til die ophett'ingswerk to
doen nie. Die wit gemeenskdp
kan hier egter 'n bvstandroi
speel, V

o [\lette Schoon 7 As 'n organi7
seerder van die toer dink ek ons
Alina] s’e oe het oopgegaan \‘ir
die ongelootlike hoeveelheid
iirmoede net ’11 hanetree buite
I’retoritr Dis egter maklik om
net simpatiek te wees sonder
om te beset watter groot dan7
deel apartheid gehad het in sis7  

 

Pretoria University students at Wintervetdt squatter camp.

tenmtiese verarming van mense
deur getorseerde verskuiitvings
en wette wat dit onmoontlik ge-
niaak het \'ir swartmens‘e om by
\‘akbonde aa'i te sluit, of hul eie
besighede te begin. Dit is alle
Suid-Atrikaners se plig om op-
toss‘ings‘ te soek om die ar-
moede—siklus te breek. Dit sa]
goed wees as ons universiteit
ook hierdie uitctagin‘ey kan
opneenr
O Cathrine Moat — The people

trying to alleviate the situation
must work together to create a
powerful force. There is no one
to keep Mangope in check.
i-\partheid has made an issue
out of ethnicity. In fact, that is

not an issue becomes Clear
when one looks at the large di—
versity ot‘ cultures in Winter-
\'eldt. The people work to—
gether, oblivious of their back—

grounds, to support one an-
other in their tight for survival.

Paul Zondo
Regional co-ordinator Pretoria..



 

By Charlene Smith

THE culture of violence e11—

couraged by apartheid in South
Africa is lil<elv to endure long;
after apartheid has been dis-
mantled.
This was the viem ot the

ANC's head of national political
education, Raymond Suttner,
who addressed the Women
Against Repression conference
in Johannesburg on lune 3.
The conference, organised in

conjunction with ldasa, was at—
tended by about 250 women
from Fedtraw, the Black Sash,

Five Freedoms Forum, People
Opposed to Women Abuse
(Powa) and Women for Peace.
Women from areas affected by
violence 111 the Vaal, Welkom

and Natal also addressed the
gathering.

Issues debated included the
ongoing conflict in Natal, the

increase in white vigilante
groups and anger from black
youth that the negotiation proc—
ess was continuing while white
Vigilantes were arming them—
selves and taking action against
blacks.

Lloyd Vogelman, director of
the Institute for the Study of
Violence at the University of the
Witwatersrand, supported
Suttner’s call for the creation of
a culture of non—violence. He
said there were 32 murders a
day on the Witwatersrand. New
York by comparison, has only

five murders a day.
Urging a tighteningeup of

gun control, Vogelman pointed

out that over 300 firearms were
issued daily in this countiy last
year. Sixty percent of u l11te
own a firearm, andmost have

more than one”.
Vicky Nhlapo ot' Thabong,

Welkom, told of white vigilante

attacks and murders in
Welkom, of black 111ineworl<ers’

fears about travelling through
the town to the township after
shifts and of white children
who stood by and yelled sup—
port when their peers beat up
black people.
Nhlapo added that although

white miners wore AWB insig—
nia, they would not allow work—

ers to wear the colours of the
National Union of Minework—
ers.

“If we harassed whites the
way they harass blacks, the
government would stop the vio-
lence,” she said.

Jean Underwood of Women
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Culture of non-violence
needed in SA

for Peace in Welko111 said she
believed part ot‘ the problem in
that area lay in the Uovernment
not e\plai11i11‘ey their reform ini—
t1at1\es to the electorate There
is a mass simmering It's like
educating a child right through
school and at the end of it say~
ing, all v'ou \e learnt is a lie’ "
The decline ot living standards
among 11hites on the goldtields
had contributed to the anger,

/\ black woman from Natal
said brooding Violence hung
over other areas and even as
she spoke, people were dying
“Peace committees are continu-
ing at local level, but there is a
need for a peace campaign at
national level.“

She appealed to State Presi—
dent F W de Klerk and the gov—

ernment to disarm lnkatha 11nd

dismantle the KwaZulu home—
land structure.

"If there is anything we (1111
argue tor, it’s the lifting, ot' the
State of E111ergency in Natal be—
cause it is giving the police a li-
cence to kill."

Charlene Smith is a journalist
in Johannesburg.

A different

history of

Pretoria
SOCIAL historians Albert
Crundlingh oi Unisa and Les

Witz ot Khanya College re—
cently joined ldasa's Pretoria
staff and Soshanguve artist Eric
Lubisi on a tour around Preto—

ria to do the groundwork for a

social history project.
Included in the itinerary were

various sites of forced removal

in the Pretoria area, Kilnerton

College and the infamous 11111-
11icipal labour offices where

people were held for pass law
ottences.

The tour generated much en—
thusiasm among the CO-Ol‘dl-

hating coi11111ittee to1 the historv

projeLt whiLh held its first
workshop in June in Mamelodi.

The aim of the proieet is to ta—

Lilitate the 11rititw of 11 sLholaih

histon ot a high standaid bv

the loLal peoplei 111 this \1111 it is
hoped that the level of aware-

ness of a “different” history will

be raised.

Paul Zondo

Regional Co—ordinator,  

 
Relatives leave the Upington court after death sentences

were passed on all 14 accused in May last year.
MAR/US BOSCH

Visiting the woman
on death row
EVELINA de Bruin is one

of 3H) people currently being
held in South At‘riL‘a’s prisons

under sentence of death

She is the only “death row”

prisoner in the women's section

of Pretoria Central prison. “lik

pas 111et hierLlie prentjie van 'n

111oorden11ar nie,” are the words

Evelina reiterates to her handful

of Visitors.

One might wonder at the

twist of late which singled her
out as one of the "Upington ll”

v tried for murder when a crowd

of some 300 stoned and killed 11

municipal policeman in the Up—
ington township of l’aballelo on

November l3, NS? All but one

of the accused were convicted

on the dubious doctrine of com—

111on purpose.

Unable to read or write and

unsure ot' her exact date ot'

birth, Evelina de Bruin grew up
near l’ostmasburg during the
drought ot' the 193% and early

'40s, Her father was a farm

labourer, often without work,

and her mother who bore many

L‘l1ilL‘lrL'11“11111per een pe11aar ,

held pieLe iobs as 11 LloinestiL
worker. Among Evelina’s child—

hood memories are the times

when she and her siblings L‘ol-
leL‘ted discarded mealie e11bs

and boiled them up tor soup; or

la\' on their stomachs in the sun

in an effort to contain hunger

pains.

Haring survived the degra~  

Llation and squalor of her child!

hood, Evelina was a teenager
when she got her first job as a
Lloi11estiL‘ \x'orker. She moved to

the black township of l’aballelo

and up until the date of her 111‘—

rest in ILJSS, her family, her job

and church involvement

formed the locus of her daily

life.

For 3| years she served the

Steenkamp family in Upington
and during this time her own ||

children were born. Returning
to work one week after each

confi11e111e11t with a baby on her
back, she helped to raise the
Steenkamp children from birth

”tot dat hulle lxlaar met militere

diens gekom het". ln 111o111e111ts
of despair Evelina recalls the

time ot heI t1ial \\l1ei1 her em—

pl oyer could not remember

how long Evelina had been in

her employ and had nothing to

say in mitigation ”l'Vaarvoor
sou sy 1111' 11s leuenaar beskou?”

For Evelina Lie Bruin, yester—

day, today and tomorrow are

i11Llistinguishable as she waits
for news ot’ her appeal and

dreams of returning to ”my eie

hinders e11 1111' eie plek”

(A bail application on the
grounds ot Evelina’s L‘letei‘iorat—

ing psychological condition was

re tu sed .)

Melody Emmett
Regional Co-ordinator,

Johannesburg
t1’\i1'/111h/l/1/1'I1’ {111s [WM milling

It'elllm 1'1~1!~ In Us [)1' [31111111
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A SCHOOL eu‘hauge
programme Iaeilitatetl by Idasa

in l‘iast london between white

pupils troin Selborne College
and their blaek t‘ounterparts at

libene/er Maioinbo/i Iligh
Heliool in Duncan Village has
laid the groundwork tor eon-
tinuing eontaet between the
boys involved.

The ewhange was arranged

to allow IH pupils lroin liben—

e/ei‘ l ligh to spend a day at Sel-

borne ('olleee, hosted by a Sel—

borne pupil. 'l‘hese boys, all

from Std 7 to 9, then visited

libene/er the tollowing day.

School proeeeded as usual

(ewept tor a period set aside tor
diseussion), giving, eaeh group

the chance to see tor themselves
how the ditterent school \I\'S*

telns \\'orl\ed. The day spent at

Selborne was eadets day 7 and

this was aeeepted in good spirit

by the l-'bene/,er pupils ~ but pro-

voked a lair amount ol talk.

On the seeond day at liben—

e/er lligh, conversation moved

troin the personal to the politie
eali Issues such as school pref
teets and student representathe

eouneils, Corporal punishment,
sanctions and ol’ course, open

schools were all vigorously dev
bated

Not everyone was happy  

 

REGIONAL FOCUS

Choolexchange

 

opens eyes

Ebenezer and Selborne pupils get together.

with this One Selborne student
said: “The first day when liben-
e/er came to our sehool it was
more of a social/get-to-l\'now
one another day/ whieh l tho~
roughly enjoyed. However,
when we went to [{bene/er, it
seemed as though we were
thrown into a political whirl—
pool. The whole day was just
polities, polities, \r'iews/ views

and views I feel this marred the
whole day"

Overall, the response was
oyerwheliningly positive. Other
reports written by the boys
speak for themselves:

"This programme opened my
eyes more than I thought it ever
would I overcame many things,

‘ like not being, scared of those
who are not my colour and ac!

Talking to each other in Tongaat
HAMBANATHI a mi
ti\'el}' small township outside
Tongaat, just north of Durban.
Apart from 1985, when llainba—
nathi was one of the first areas
to be affected by tension and
political \‘iolenee, the township
has been somewhat removed
from the violence that has at?
tected the rest of the African
communities in Natal.

The two main reasons tor this
apear to be that the Community
is small and able to pull to-
gether to control political ten-

sions and the laet that the intra—
strueture ot llainbanathi lids

not degenerated to the same e\7
tent as many others in the area.

In Mareh this year, the posi»
ton ehanged and an outbreak oi
violenee lett the eoinniunity Lll-
vided and the local sehools

empty.

One particular leature ot
llainlmnathi is the Iitt‘It/s hostel
found in the middle oi the
township. It was the single part
of the township that the
townboard had allowed to def
generate.

Several ”illegal” dwellers
forcibly removed the legal resi—
dents, most of whom were
VVUI‘kL‘l'S trom the loeal l'aetories
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and businesses controlled by
The Tongaat—l lulett (iroup (T—ll
Group). Their "eviction" from
the hostel forced many of them
to sleep in their factories,

In March, several instances of
assault by the “illegals" on local
youths were reporteel It got to a
point where about 200 youths
were too seared to live in the
township and wanted to leave
The Community Conflict

Monitoring Seryiee, an ldasa
pl'oiet‘t, had been contacted at
the beginning of the problem
and was involved in forming a
erisis eoininitlee to help resolve
the situation.

One aspert ot' the erisis was
the community's ldt‘l\ of ref
sourees to provide reliet. In the
light (it this/ ltlasa was asked to
taeilitate a meeting between the
llainbanathi erisis committee
and The Tel | (lroup.

During the time it took to set
up the meeting, the eonununitv
were able to evict the “illegalsi'
and a relative peaee was estab—
lished. An S/\l)l5 base was also
set up in ’l'ongaat.

However, the erisis eonunit—
tee l'elt that the 'l'—l| (iroup, as
the main employer in the area,
had a responsil‘nility to its eni-
ployees and the township as a  

whole to respond impartially to
further potential problems. On
the other hand, the T—ll Group
felt there were misconceptions
in the community regardingY the
role the company hael played
up until then.

Finally the meeting was at—
tended by [2 crisis committee
members and si\ e\eeuti\‘es
from the T—ll (iroup. \'ie\\s
were shared regarding the tuA
ture of Ilainlmnathi and the in—
corporation of the township
into Tongaat, Both sides agreed
on the prineiple that the town-
ship should not be seen as an
appendage, but rather as part of
an enlarged Tongaat region
The T—II (iroup agreed to make
their resourees available in
times nil need,

A representative from the
company would be available as
a eontaet person tor future
needs and will sit on the relief
committee that has been estab—
lished.

Both parties were pleased
with the meeting whieh/ hope~
t'ully, is the beginning of a limit—
t'ul relationship and one whieh
is needed by both sides.

Steve Collins
Community Conflict Moni-

toring Service.

  

 

tually becoming friends with
them. I also overcame emo—
tional boundaries.” (Selborne
pupil).

”The discussions we had in
the hall introduced many new
ways to look at different sub-
jects. I will never, never, forget
these important three days of
my life." (Selborne pupil).
“As I've seen during the last

two days, I can firstly say, if we
can keep it like this, our future
will be bright i . . When I went
to Selborne College on Tuesday,
everything was normal. The
school students were very nice
and their teachers too. I never
thought in my life I would sit
down with whites and enjoy
everything during the day. I
was even afraid when they got
to our school on Wednesday,
but I was surprised to see them
happy. During these days, we
were brothers and sisters...”
(Ebenezer pupil),

”I found their approach to be
sincere and mature and their
commitment far above any ef—
forts of their white counter-
parts The way their lives are so
intertwined with their ‘struggle’
or their political goals shocked
me. The position of the white
man in South Africa is one of
apathy Unless the white
man increases his input into the
struggle for democracy, he is
going to find himself losing out,
or to put it crudely, getting his
butt kicked.” (Selborne pupil).
A report-back session was

held in the ldasa office after the
ewhanges and the group
elected a co—ordinating commit—
tee to plan a weekend away.
The group’s potential for de-

velopment and a growing un—
derstanding of the South Afri—
can situation is tremendous,
Much was achieved in only two
days Follow—up action is ea-
gerly anticipated.

Bea Roberts
Regional Co-ordinator.

Reading group
ON JUNE 4, ldasa
launched a reading group in
East London with a cheese and
wine and a showing of the

video, ”The Smoke that Thun—

ders” about the Victoria Falls
Writers’ conference.
The idea of a reading group

originated from a small group
who wanted to take up
women’s issues. It appears,
however, that there was a wider

interest in other socio—political

issues and the first book se—

lected tor the group’s reading
was “My Traitor's Heart” by
Rian Malan.
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SA realiteit lewensnaby in nuwe bundel
Deur Ian Liebenberg

DIE MAMMAS, DIE PAPPAS, DIE HOND—

JIES, DIE KATJIES, Jeanette Ferreira, ’l'aurus,

1990. R1635

DIE LEES en herlecs van Div Hum

mas, div Pnppaa die Hundiu’s, div Minus, hct

my laat dink aan war jn-reseng‘nt um

Bergman 59 film, Thy Vzrgm SIVVIHN, gvsé

het: By die ervaring daarvan sman 'n mcns

verstom oor die egtheid en div akkumtr

atmosfeer-skepping wat daarmce mam:

hang. ’n Mens kan nie anders as om tc \vcct

dat die konteks Suid—Afrikaanse realitcitc in

a1 die pyn, egtheid, hoop, wanhoop en ab-

surditeite weerspieél nie. Dit word lcwcn»

naby gebring in haar bundel.

Ferreira spieélbeeld in die bundel (tep

loops, haar eerste kortverhaal—bundel), h

land en sy mense in stryd; '11 stryd war \'vr~
der, dieper en seerder gaan as starre Akade—

miese eufemismes 5005 "law pmfiel

burgeroorlog”, “militarisasie”, “Burgerlike

Samewerkingsburo" en ”geu‘apende

stryd". Daarom herinner dit ’n mens skril

en kragtig daaraan clat die wye en droewe
land en sy mense (maar 00k die skryfster by
implikasie) gemaal is deur stri/il
(“struggle”). Die struggle waarvan baie wit
Suid-Afrikaners eers onlangs bewus ge—
word het — na 2 Februarie en die SAL’K se ei—
esoortige “glasnost”. ’n Bewuswording wat
aangehelp is deur buitelandse dmk en in—
terne mobilisasie wat die snoese eiland van

wit voorspoed, selfsug en alleenheerskappy
laat wankel het.

DIE pyn van die stryd Vir individue en
kollektiwiteit word deur Ferreira naby ge<
bring en deurgrond, Maar nie net pyn word
weergegee nie. Die simbole van die vrou as
draer van voortplanting en hoop figureer
sterk.

Dat die (kort) kortverhale ontboeseming
en aktiewe verset weerspieél, word vroeg
duidelik (vergelyk die opdragbladsy se aan—
haling ”oorlog is intiemer as liefde”).
Om verhale uit te sonder sou moeilik

wees. Vanaf histories ingeligte (en gelade)
verhale soos “Erkenning” war skrei van im—
nie en “Handewerk vir die nageslag” word
'n mens verbysterend meegesleur. Die kon-
tekstuele werklikheid van aktivismc en
(intnugtering (met gepaardgaande wisse-
llrig van emosies — van vrees tot haat) val op,
Die skok-vervreemding van iemand wat
grootgeword het in die skynheiligc wé-rcld
van apartheidsrasionalisas‘ics, ras—
Sediskriminasie en minderheidsdominasics
erd lewend gemaak. En tog bedryf Fer-
fe1ra nie propaganda nie, ’n rare kenmmk
m dié dae van onse Heer.

In ”Qabane” ontmoet ’n mens 00k div
Vgrvreemdingselement, die eerstc tru- up
dle pad van verset. Ook die morbiedc (tn
mgkabere uitvloeisels van die bncr-is—baas-
w§reld, soos die grensoorlog, town,
Shlpgeweld en verraad word aangeraaki

Dle skok-ervaring van "oningclig” grunt-
word in die waan-wéreld van (skyn/
skryn?!) Christenskap word dcur f‘crn-im
eerlik gekonfronteer (”Vrouedelc").

[11"l)lvl)nl\krl h an mum” nun! mr m-l
ngvld vn \i-nim‘nuimg mungrmfl 1m-
UUL word lump vn It‘H’t‘ lwm- lwlun-gnh-
clvmvntc, '11 noun Imltpvlmg, mm lwv‘tml
bm‘ld div 1mm] \viil (mmm) lmn- Hm- h- mnl
dc mu div lwlmp, (‘ll hm.» 1m nlwlr mu
dlt‘ nvgatimw gvlwun- ilm dh' lmmh-l i't'lll
gimns 'n town \xm lump l)l\‘ Hmmlnlrm-nir
t‘lndt‘ \xm ilio [yd (\an Hrul'lni «‘11
apartlivid>\'m'\'n-i-lmimg) \wnl vimgn-mny
in div >10t>in van du- buck ("1m ( ixmllr‘
light l’mti‘sts"): "Sn hvl Ll“ lm- (“V Hluh‘
\un dani tyd ngurd , .

Div bm‘L ir- niv '11 bnle mu pm! mmii-r-
mstws 0t pust—cnigivls [v [(1% my Mm nu
stokpcrduv 15 gi'lukkig 00k d1 hulruy, guy),
Mm‘t dit tog 00k nic wmmvr nvl met ’11

.lullln- *I‘IIIIII‘LO' rlt‘runmntlwdxic \'CI‘\\‘JI‘
mn- ‘y'n lriu-im 1, ,111m pulltluk, maar poli»
11"} mn- .th". IIH', (Lmrnlh \0 bdiL’ ianlS-

lmrlrn- v-n ,nm-v-I murnrnhy suvccl menslik-
hn-nl

111-, ’11 bur]! um grlm‘s tc word, miskien
“Il‘ 1111-! 1111‘ l)l\\.‘.(‘nd(‘ ngJgtC ddt Clit

"mum" 1-. IIH‘ umar wcl met die aan—jou-
upgmhungr (mum div IL‘WC maar is) real-
Ht‘ll!’ Wu! tilt}: xpurc kcrf in die gL‘WCtL‘
("l.aal dn- \xul nag gcwctens het, dus
lumr”) In «in- dav waarin die klippe en
gvul‘rn‘ iiil mlrucp, word '11 mcns, god—
«iunL, dvur l‘vm-lra openlik met die lewe
le‘umrnlllvvri

Ian Liebenberg is Direkteur van Na-
vorsing by ldasa.

Marxistiese benadering
bring geen nuwe insigte

Deur Eduard Fagan

LETTERKUNDE & KRISIS; ’N HONDERD
JAAR AFRIKAANSE LETTERKUNDE EN
AFRIKANER-NASIONALISME, Ampie
Coetzee, Taurus, 1990. R9.

IN HIERDIE kort buck probccr

Ampie Coetzcc ’n “dialektiek tc sock tusscn
die Afrikaanse letterkunde en die infra-
struktuur van klasse- en rassckunflik". Dit
is ’n poging 0m '11 tcorcticsc manm'erk to
skep wat in kontras is met die bestaandc
beskouings van die Afrikaansc literatuurge—
skiedenis (spesifiek JC Kannemeyer se
twee ensiklopediese bookc).

Volgens Coctzce is hulle in 'n grout mate
gegrond op suiwer csteticsc nmatstawwc
Wat bepaa] of '11 book “kammiek” word al
dan nie. Hy wil spcsifick die konscp min ’11
algemeen aanvaardc litcrérc knuon
bevraagtukcn. Om hicrdic dialcktick to
vind, word div At‘rikaansc lctlcrkundc in»

gedccl volgcns ”(immsci so konscp um kri~

sis”, en die hoofstukindclings gcskivd n.)

aanlciding van die krisisdalums [022, N18,

1961 en 1976.

Cnctlcc so ”lu-rindvling”

gccn nuwv insigtv nii': div lvdpvrki' 1m

1922, 1948 (-n 19!)! W0“! nurlu-vrs Llcm' on

dcrskvidt-lik Van va Imm' m1 «liv‘ lh'm

gcrs, DJ ()ppt-rmnn, vn (“F Husti‘iu'rs 'n

Mvns mm‘t vm wnumm Im'nln- lmvk, \mt

H)'_('V:l.|l'l”\l' h-rlmn” 1w

lt‘i C‘izli‘l‘ lnt

volgt'ns ((wt/M-

trm', so mm uplvwm; W‘Idl'Ulll (Ill Imlvnlmul

divn (ml (“1' limlaamlt- knnut-I‘ \um [I lm

mm, 1'“ div IN'HlddHtll‘ -..nm--.h-|||n_\; xl.1.n

V(II’I, ft‘ lu-vmlw, ('1’l('('l .I'. um illt umvm h-

wr-rp.

[)mlr l'.;')l'1’ll vaLIIIM- [my_ln}; Im'l um ‘ln‘

kf)”l[)ll'|".ll1‘ll v.m (IH' \w-Ilnnnlm}; tunwu

Hlvrntulu I'll ;;c-'Jn-x|«-n|-. (1' HIII|('I‘-HI“\ IHI‘

Ult aprlul Hi! 'In lu-munlm Il.hIIHIHILIII'JH'HI‘

.uunw:-1ulnn;;v.m M.H~I'.uu' \\.l.llll| .hv

yr'Jfltwlt-nl'.” '.|rynlm.n .r, lltllI\I'l.lll1li'llll\I'
)

thl 'n Mvn'. \Ilhl \lll

'n II’HI‘I 1, HIH‘I‘VIF \ .\Ihl.l}:
Wmnrhvlrl .hIIIV.I.H

IN)" vn-mml 1|.Il

llrlf lam why! "I’ll Iyl- .rml ||H‘ \l|||-.1.m-.r
.

skrywcr op hierdic oomblik 110g onseker is
our “die geskiedcnis', en daar i5 beslis geen
aanvoeling of bcsef \‘an die materiéle magte
van die geskicdenis nie."

Die interaksie tussen “die geskiedeniS”
en lctterkunde word nic as 'n interaksie van
diskocrse bcspreek nic: "die geskiedenis"
vcrkry {eitlik ironiese waarde.

Die vraag \mt ontstaan is: indien 'n mens
se siening van ”die geskicdcnis" 50 'n rigie-
dc eon is, hoe kan i)" die Lanonieke hiérar-
gie omvorwcrp.‘ Al poging wat \vel geniaak
word um die hierargie te bevraagteken, is
'n ietwat Lru ondermyning \‘an die
“universcle” en "gcestclikd' ten gunste van
"die nmterialistiese basis". As voorbceld:
"Oppermdn hot die Suid—Afrikaanse real—
iteit (div politick en die imtuufl geéksploi—
tem‘ 0m dit to transforxm‘er, um die ‘cngel
uit div Llip' to bcvry. die ewigc \‘dnuit die
tydclikc,” Div formulering is besander slor—
dig: die ongcli'ksoortigc padr "die pulitiek
on div Imluur” word sander mothering ge-
lvkgcstcl mm dic "Suida-V'rikaanse real-
itrit". sous oak "div Hip" min die “t_wle-
lilw' . Bcncwcns dit is dmr cgtcr die idec
van Uppcrman cn .mdcr skrywcrs as
"vbplmtiitivt' 01mm hullc skynbimr 0“th
lrukkv suiwcr cstcticsc literatuur
ski‘l‘.

HLH’ \‘md vgtvr n \‘Crnxii’ring plans tus—

svn lllm’i‘n‘ tvnms vn div manicr “mirop lit-
vmlum izvlm‘s \x'm'd, \lvt imdvr wnordo,

k'm‘tsvc klvs mu Uppvl'man 5c poi‘sic op die
[xmlmmwlv kummckc” manim' to lees —
l‘i‘lhmll lu mu \ch vcrdcr n nuwv losing
\im UHu-lumn n hhtm'uxvnmtcrialistii‘sc
1mm}; Iv \voisu‘n inc iiiilk tcn cindc hom

k‘lx‘l'k‘SC

(v ml \.m \\ simu‘l‘mti‘tikil.‘

\ui-txm- mkvu nvl d.1t >\' mmmgmfic

ulvgu iiilvhlvmi 1» n \li‘lb >011 L‘gh‘l' gmag

nun awn iLil wit» u mlmiii‘ndi‘ \vci‘k Up

\n'l nu-m ihlmunvu‘ n1 ingi'vi‘cndc “Ass

‘lu- kuum law l.‘.I‘L'_(K'k('l\

ltllhllll Ligan u. n \mumaligc duscnt in
\(ukAAus [W div l‘nh‘t‘lsik‘i‘ \‘Jn

lxuyuud (-u pukhsx-cl Lms in dis rx‘gh‘i
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VIEWPOINT

FREE SPEECH
— unlimited or qualified?

There are huge obstacles to the free circulation

of ideas and information in South Africa, but in

opening doors that are closed at present the

creation of more blockages must be avoided,

onth Attica has stittei‘ed so many in7

terterent‘es with the rights of free
speeeh that the tendency to let e\‘ery7

bot _\' say what they want, when they want,
how they want is very strong

At the same time there is an awareness

that racism t‘an ignite explosive passions

and destroy the very fabric of a telerant and
democratic society. Furthermore, it is im-
possible to gloss over the fact that in addi—
tion to being unjust and exploitative, apart—
heid is spiritually injurious, it is insulting
and defamatory The problem, then, is how
to reconcile the need for openness and the
right to speak one's mind with the necessity
for healing the wounds created by racismi

Clearly the constitution must protect the
normal rights to criticise the government
and public officials, to take part in free pub7
lic debate over issues confronting the coun—
try and to discuss international questions.
People should have an unqualified right to
argue for or against socialism or capitalism,
or abortion or capital punishment, or to
warn us that the end of the world is near.
Similarly, if the Flat Earth Society wishes to

establish a branch in our country, they
should be free to do so — there will be nu lack
of potential adherents.

Yet the real problem is not tolerance to
the t'lat7earthers or the nationalise7e\'ery7
thing7or—bust—ers or the tree~market7at—any—
social—price—ers. Nor is it whether or not to
have free speech Corners where every ’I om,

Dick or Harriet can mount his or her soap—
bnxi The real issue is what to do about the
organised mobilisation of racial and ethnic
hatred.

Many countries have legislation which otit~
laws group libel, Should the South Atriean
constitution permit and even protect the right
to say such insulting and provocative things
as that all whites are rapists who should be
driven into the sea? 01‘ that blacks are ba-
boons who should never have been given the
vote? Or that the Xhosas have come to Na7
tail to suck the blood of the Zulus? Or that
the Shangaans are rewards and never I\ITL‘\V

how to fight? Or that South Africans of In—
dian origin should be deported to India? 01'
that Hitler knew how to treat the Jews?

In South African conditions, these are
fighting words, the language til‘ pogroins
and blood There is a strong argument Ior
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saving that it the eonstittltion is a t'onipatt 7
agreed tiptm by representatives of all the
major groups in South Attica 7 it shuuld in—
ehitle a shared undertakingY nut to indulge
in mutual insults and nut to permit the mo—

bilisatiun ot‘ rabid racist or ethnic Ieelings
tor politieal adVantage In this sense, tle7
moeraev and nona‘acism become insepa-
rable 7 there is no democratic right to be a
racist.

In theory, the constitution L‘an adopt one
of three posititms in relation to raeist
speech: it can pro~

tect it, it can leave

the question en—

tirely to the legisla-
ture, or it can lay

down express quali»

lieations to free
speech, including
pmhibition of defined forms of int‘itement
to hatred and division. [I it adopts the third
positinn, the further question arises as how
best to combat the promotion ot i‘at‘ial hos—
tility — whether to rely on the criminal law,
or civil restraints, or voluntary codes of
Cunduct affecting the media and politieal
organisations. Should it also ineltide provi»
sions in the electoral law which terbid the
t‘i‘eatien ot‘ parties on raeist principles or
campaigning on the basis ol I'aeist or tribal-
ist emotion?

There are other questions which bear in-
directly but signitieanth' on the question ol
free speech, whit‘h could alteet the \\'a\' eon~
stittitional pt'int‘iples were l'oriniilated. :\t
present the press in South Africa is an\'~
thing, but open and anything but non7rat'ial.
The RIIIIII Dll/‘li/ Miiil, the most inl'oi‘inative
and widelyi'espeeted daily paper ot‘ the
I‘lbtls‘ and [97th was closed not on imn‘nalv
istie ground» but because it was selling to
too many blaelxs who had no money and
not enough whites who had the mone\'. In
market terms, nothing should be tree; not
even speech

Iinglish—langnage and /\ti’il\aans7lan7
guage monopolies control \‘irttiall\' the
whole ot‘ the t‘oininereial press, which
means virtually the whole of the press 7 and
not only the press itselt, but most of print-
ing and distribution. Siinilarlv, broadcast—
ing is in the hands ol' the racistauthorities.
What the commercial and state monopo~
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lies have in common is that they are com-
pletely white—dominated, locked into the
apartheid struetures. This affects not only
the appointment nl' journalists, but the very
determination of what is front page news
Some attempts have been made by gen-

erations ut’ eourageous and imaginative
ittttrttallsts/ both black and white, to miti—
gate the ell’et‘ts of this inequality Space has
been won for black voices in the commer-
cial press, while journals such as the New
Nation and T/It' I'Vt‘t’kli/ Mail have trans—

‘The real issue is what to do about the

organised mobilisation of racial and

ethnic hatred’

formed reporting in South Africa
\et basically speaking, there are huge

obstaeles to the tree flow of information in
South Atriea, ranging from unequal degrees
ot literacy, to the Linderprivileging of many
languages, to official secrecy, t0 conscmus
Ut‘ uneonseious biases in the presentation of

neus. The new oral tradition of resistance
has proved far more resilient and informa-
tive to the mass of the population than have
the media. Yet we cannot rely on oral tradi—
tion in the new democratic South Africa to
keep the people informed,

,\[ the same time, we must remember

that the objective is to open doors that are
at present elosed, not to create more block-
ages to the tree circulation of ideas and in-
ItH‘IILlIIUIL We would have gained little if
we were to replace the present controls on
the media with new ones that simply
switched the propaganda and biases
around, it one realm of banality took over
l'i‘oin another. Truth has ahvays favoured

the democratic cause and our people are
tired of forever being, pmtw ted in the name
of what others think is good for them.

All these are issues which impinge on the

language and substance of the constitution.
We look to our articulate, technically expe—
rienced and battIe-scarred media people to
lead the way in proposing solutions.

Albie Sachs is a member of the ANC’s

constitutional committee.

 


