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(9% Most unions hit by recession

‘ Cosatu’

  

 

into Cosatu’s
membership '
COSATU - until recently the thetat
growing trade union tedereu‘oh m the
world — could be expenenexng an
overall decline in memberehsp u a
result at mmive retrenchmenm.
Cantu epokeennn Neil Coleman aid

the overall rate 01 powth ot Coutu had
dettnltely stewed dmm due to retrench~

meets man; out o! the reeeeeton

But he am the event! [mm mace-
tory wn upwerd u the tederetjon we:

mean; gem- tn pnviouely unorganhed

eren He cited the public sector end the
emcutturu sector u two ems where

Cantu wu menu: thrones.
But source- tn Cantu eflflntee eatd that.

although there were new Area. the
Impact 0! retrenchmeou on Coutu had

, 0;! the docune?) “i

  

been "mauve" end there we: A real tear

that the tedenuon we: currently ta e “neg-
ative growth phase".
Coutu‘e major unuma - the HUM.

Human and the SA Clothmg and Textile
Worken' Umon (Sectwu), which ( ouecttve-
ly represent more than hell 0. Cantu!
total membership — have an Iwered

heavily tram finehehmmte.
Both the HUM end Nume- heve also

made ngnmcnnl guns n new ueu. The
NUM he: picked up tea: at thousands 0!
member: in pteunum names 1n the past
year and Human he: recently gunned
"thousands" at memben tn the motor tn-
dustry ~ where it recently benched tor
Itrtke action. And Sectwu, whtch has eru-
n'ued about 909. at the herd-htt down:
end textue rndmtry. he: made gains in the
leather indutry.
Neverthdm. en eettmued 35 000 work-

ers in the met end engineering industry
wmberetruchedthuyeerJhenme
number n wen numbed mt year.
And at last 20000 worten wtfl have

beenretrenchedtnthemtutngihduxu'yhy
the end of the year.

In the datum and textile industry.
about 20 000 workers m else expected to
have been remnched by the yeer-ehd‘

In all these eecton. the toreceeu are at
even more mhmeou.
The stluuoo is not much better in the

building. retail. food. pulp end pepet end
eervtce sector: Cantu union: or '
m theee sector: have all been advenely
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' ellected by retrenchment;
' In addition. meny Coeatu ettllntee have
laced mm dismissals due to art“ ectwn.

‘ And they have not alweys been suctwlu!
, In winning those )ohe heck.
' Ironicatly. Coealu‘e tests: growths
union 1: the National Education. Health
and Allied Worken' Union which picked up
thousand: of member! during the recent
hospital worken' :tnke. The union he: re-
portealy doubled its membership to lo 000
member: since the strike.

However. the bottom line 15 that no one
— not even Coutu and 1t: mums ~
knows exactty how many members of Co
utv etfiltetee there ere. "
Coutu mmue membenhtv tends to be

inflated close to Count time u
this could boost the number of vote an
emmte gets. The last btennht mm
was held in July 1991. It tends to be de-
fllted 121 between congresses u this would
decrease the utmeuou tee each umon has
to pay to Coutu.

In addition. dumiuah end retrench-
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menu confine the time became thae
Ire not elweys accepted by Calm unions
and they win regent these workers as
memben to: es long as the union in mi]
trying to get their Mu beck. .

Also. the federation t: mu Implement
in: e huge mmputcrbued system to cope
with the enormous dunmd on it! re
wurcu from Coutu’e rapid growth be-
tween 1985 and 1991. ’

At Coutu’s launch in December 1985 1
had “2 359 pead-up members In 33 mm-
atee By 1987 it Ind 712 218 member: end tn
me u had 939 mmmbers in u mantel.

At. its Conueu lest year, Cantu
claimed 1.26-mt1tton memben The n»
power Depenmeht um Canto had 1;,
million members in 1991. representing 11%
of the economically active populeuon.

1n a period when union growth in the
western world was declining rapidly, 0031»
hrs growth uood out Oulv Brazil, South
Korea. Numb“ end the Philippine
showed any Itmtler trend
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