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YESTERDAY’S MEN? 
THE WEEKEND decision 
of the ANC to continue op- 
posing the lifting of an 
sanctions against Sout! 
Africa might well be seen as 
futile, especially with the 
European Community, 
meeting in Rome, having 
voted within hours to lift in- 
vestment curbs immediate- 
H{ in recognition of Presi- 
ent de Klerk’s moves 

towards a new democracy. 

Some might even say, 
without detracting from the 
significance of the decision, 
that sanctions were all bu 
history anyway. Which was 
true, but mainly in the 
sense that trade barriers 
were already crumbling and 
the will of some of our trad- 
in%hpartners to continue 
with them was wilting. Yet 
many complications re- 
mained. 

Of more particular con- 
cern, however, amid the ju- 
bilation of Government, 
politicians, businessmen 
and South Africans general- 

, who have been hopin; 
t more investment an 

trade would smooth the 
path to a more peaceful and 
equitable future, are the 
reasons for delegates per- 
sisting with such inflexible 
attitudes. 

The simple fact is that the 
rank and file, grown increas- 
in%lf' militant at the appar- 
ent lack of progress towards 
releasing political pris- 
oners and the slow return of 
exiles, as well as feeling 
leadership was being 
sucked into impotency in 
the talks about talks by the 
Government, wanted to 
record their impatience as 
forcefully as possible. 

No one should be mistak- 
en about that, especially 
with the final message de- 
livered by the Umkhonto we 
Sizwe chief of staff, Mr Chris 
Hani, that ‘our patience 
wi‘éh this regime is running 
out’. 

  

   
ing both sanctions and re- 
doubling ‘mass action’ was 
endorsed overwhelmingly 
by internal trade union 
leadership and grass roots 
delegates in spite of sugges- 
tions by the ANC’s presi- 
dent, Mr Oliver Tambo, and 
Mr Mandela that there 
should be a rethink on sanc- 
  

jons and the efforts of other 
moderate’ leadership that 
the initiative should not be 
‘lost to the other side’. 

Which it has been to a 
considerable extent by the 
delegates’ militant intransi- 

nce. And we’ve no doubt 
hat when President de 
Klerk scraps the Group 
Areas Act, the Land Act 
and remaining discrimina- 
tion the ANC will be under 
even greater pressure. 

Which has both positive 
and negative possibilities 
for, while the President re- 
tains the initiative, it might 
well see the old guard of the 
Mandelas and Tambos lose 
much of their influence to a 
younger leadership less con- 
cerned about compromise 
and negotiation and more 
in tune with an increasingly 
militant youth, fed on the 
mythology of the armed 
struggle and obsessed with 
the meaningless claptrap of 
now discarded eastern Eu- 
ropean ideology. 

There may be some who 
relish the thought of the 
early ‘martyrs’ getting their 
come-uppance. The ending 
of the ban on investment 
and the promise to end all 
sanctions when Mr de Klerk 
“delivers on the Group Areas 
and Land Acts, too, is un- 
doubtedly a major plus for 
%aée and a setback for the 

APooo. 4 _O_1& 

But that niaior shift nar- 
N :fl)ws the options of the 

\NC, leaving them with 
‘mass’ action as possibly 
their sole significant bar- 
gaining chip. And there is 
evidence enough of the po- 
tential for violence in that 
direction, with the risk 
unquestionably dramatical- 
ly increased if the wiser 
heads of the old guard are 
brushed aside as yester- 
day’s men. 

All of which suggests to 
us that any rem: ob- 
stacles to talks be removed 
as swiftly as possible so that 
gartlclpatxon in negotia- 
ons can be widened to in- 

clude all representative 
leadership and the real 
eace ;t)ll;ocess begin. The 
onger that is delayed the 
more likely it will be that 
the various minorities find 
themselves across the table 
from people who demanded 
the sort of uncompromlsuyg 
fiisions of the weekend. 

d where will that get us? 
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your choice 
  

  
RESIDENT De Klerk said toda; 
that he was asking for a “Yes” for 
justice and a “Yes”for a better 

South Africa in tomorrow’s referendum. 
In a special pre-referendum message 

he said tomorrow was a day of decision. 
“For the white voters of South Africa 

it means that they must take the most 
critical decision in the modern history of 
our country. It is a decision that could 
make or break South Africa. No-one will 
escape from its consequences. Therefore 
no-one can afford to sit uninvolved on 
the sideline. 

“Tomorrow’s referendum is not an 
election. It is not about political parties 
or personalities. Also not about 
complaints or grievances. It is about a 
choice between progress, or a return to 
the mistakes of the past. 

“The future of everyone who votes is 
at stake — more so the future of their 
children is in their hands on March 17. 

“We who will vote on March 17 must, 
however, also know that we not only hold 
the future in our hand. There are more 
than 20 million other South Africans who 
are also, and who want to be, part of 
South Africa and who are anxiousl; 
waiting for a “Yes“. For them a “No’ 
vote will mean rejection — a slap in the 
face. 

“There are also others who have an 
interest in the result of March 17 — and 
South Africa needs them. There are 
many intending investors who are       
  

   

PRESIDENT F W DE KLERK 
waiting for a “Yes”. If it is “No” they will 
not invest. Those who have already 
invested will withdraw. There are 
friendly governments worldwide who 
base their friendship on the trust that 
reform will work. A “No” will end that 
friendship. 

“For every white South African the 
moment of truth is here. A “No” vote 
cannot achieve justice. White security 
cannot be built on injustice, racism, 
discrimination and unworkable 
segregation dreams, only on the truth 
and reality which tell us all: 

“Your hope, your prosperity, your 
safety, your security are locked up in 
your ability to reach with all who are 
irrevocably part of South Africa an 
agreement, to come to an accord, to 
reach an undserstanding about a new 
constitution. 

“This can only be achieved through 
reform and negotiation. This can only 
succeed if we say “Yes” for a just 
solution that can work. 

“I ask no-one to say “Yes” to 
surrender, suicide or a “winner-takes-all” 
constitution. I am asking for a “Yes” for 
survival. I am asking a “Yes” for power 
sharing and not for éfim 
asking for a “Yes” for the maintenance 
of values and standards, for long-term 
stability, for honourable cooperation, for 
conciliation and peaceful coexistence, 
and for true democracy.” 

(Report by T Wentzel, 122 St George's Mall, Cape 
Town.) 
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SA now 

ready to 

to rejoin 

Unesco, 

says FW 
PETER FABRICIUS 
Political Staff 

PARIS. — South Afri- 
ca is ‘willing, able 
and ready” to resume 
its rofe in the United 
Natigns agency Unes- 
co, President De 
|Klerk said here last 
night after receiving 
Unesco’s Houphouet- 
Boigny peace prize 
jointly %n[fi )KNIE 
resident Mr Nelson 
andela. 
In a ceremony sym- 

bolic of the growing co- 
operation between them, 
the two leaders together 
received the award in 
Unesco headquarters 
from Unesco director- 
general Mr Federico 
Mayor and the head of 
the jury which awarded 
the prize, Dr Henry Kis- 
singer. 

Both recipients then 
addressed Unesco — 
marking the first time 
in many years that a 
South African head of 
state had addressed a 
UN body. 

It was an ironic mo- 
ment. The two South Af- 
ricans stood to accept 
the award before an ar- 
ray of flags representin, 
nearly every nation o 
the world — except that 
of South Africa, which 
has not been a member 
of Unesco since it 
walked out in 1955. 

Explaining why Mr 
De Klerk and Mr Man- 
dela had been selected 
for the award, Mr Kis- 
singer said the Tole of a 
3 was e 
‘his people from where 
they were to where they 

never A 
No two world leaders 

symbolised this achieve- 
ment more than Mr 
Mandela and Mr De 
Klerk. 
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confusing ambivalence 

about the role of youth in 

the struggle, responsible 

organisations, including the 

‘ANC, are now strongly urg- 

ing a policy of ‘education for 

liberation’. 

Having gazed into the 

heart of darkness in"smoul- 

dering classrooms and seen 

the futility of militant pupil 

activism and blind rage 

strong community-base 

  

L 
. 

| THE BLACK MATRIC pass 

rate of 36,4% announced 

.yesterday has confirmed 

~gloomy_ predictions that it 

“would be_the lowest ever. 
the 230000 pupils 

       
           

  

        
        

  

      
             
    
      
     
       

     
      
        

rising if some of 

‘them again vented their 

frustration on school pro- 
   

    

 perty, and equipment. %%dies,tfuch éas th?i iSothXebo 

. But looking at the pros- ucation Co-ordinating 

i ts” for' black education, Committee which drew 800 

residents to a weekend 

re is also reason to be- 

lieve that last year’s appall- 

ing failure rate could be a 

_sort of catharsis of anger, or 

the £assmg of a dark cloud 

i )1er din; 

meeting in one of the most 

troubled areas, are now pas- 

sionately determine to 

make 1991 a ‘year of 

learning’. 

Particular emphasis is be- 

ing placed on community 

action to protect schools 

against thugs, establish 

joint parent- eacher-pupil 

associations, fight drug and 

alcohol abuse, and incul- 

cate a proud ‘culture of 

education’. 
Post-mortems on the fail- 

ure of defunct ‘Bantu edu- 

cation’ are seen as non- 

productive. The challenge 

now is to improve the edu- 

cational infrastructure. 

To this end the Govern- 

ment, which has increased 

the DET’s budget more 

than tenfold in as many 

ears, will remain under 

g a brighter future. 

Failure is hardly surpris- 

mgT hen, according to the 

DET, nearly one in every 

four school days was effec- 

tively written off due to 

stayaways and boycotts as 

‘pupils marched, teachers 

downed chalk, and even 

parents staged sit-ins to 

protest against what they 

saw as an inadequate re- 

sponse to the needs of 

{guné blacks who heeded 

e National Education Co- 

ordinating Committee’s 

‘back to school’ call at the 

beginning of the year. 

Even this change ighthe 
nature of protest, glsf?ptive 

        
       

          

       
    

      
     

     

     
      

             

         
   

     

though it was, was some d- heavy {)ressure to improve 

vance on the disastrous ‘lib- amenities and create a sin- 

eration before education’ gle education system, whicl 

of previous years, newspaper has consis- 

  

d. But im- tently advocate 
action’ for E}(}endlng ‘mass 

e opening of schools toall 

should be handled with 

care. As the Latin master 

might say, festina lente. 

campal 
in w%icgl upils were cyni- 

callt{ used as shock-troops 

in the struggle, producing a 

‘lost %enerat.lon’ that is now 

largely unemployable. 
Though 

-~ All-party talks 
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Playing 

the U S 
S CHAIRMAN of the Senate Africa 

sub-committee, Senator Paul Simon 

will have a not, inconsiderable say in 

whether, when and how the U S begins to 

roll back its sanctions on South Africa 

this year. 

We should therefore be grateful that 

Stephen Riley and Albert Fox were sO 

generous in their contributions to his 

1990 re-election fund 

Riley and Fox Incorporated is the 

most astute comy;d7ent of Team South 

Africa. 
They are the shrinking band of consul- 

tants retained by Pretoria to assist its 

diplomats in decoding the enigma that is 

‘Washington. cording to 
statement 

  

Simon 
$1 000. 

Last year they also contributed $1 000 

each to Senator Claiborne Pell, chairman 

of the Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 

tee. 
Fox gave Congressman Nick Joe Ra- 

hall,-a-West Virginia Democrat interest- 

ed in protecting his mining constituents 

by maintaining sanctions on South Afri- 

can coal, $550. 
It may be won( 

South Africa’s be: 
dered why anyone with 

st interests at heart 

would spend a cent to keep the Congress 

_ and especially the Senate — in Demo- 

oratic hands, much less in the hands of 

like Simon and Rahall. 

Gifts 
:Ps, the beneficiaries were 

e. 

sanctioneers 

Unless, gerh 
somehow for s 

In which case it make sense to 

one’s property in office, regardless 

artisan affiliation. 

But one is not supposed to have such 

thoughts. 
Washington etiquette requires it to be 

stressed that these were purely personal 

gifts made solely out of the high esteem| 

in which the donors held the recipients| 

and with no base expectation of & quid 

pro quo. 
Fox m: 

tive. 
He told me vace 

for the democratic system. 

Of course, nof; all of us can afford 

celebrate the grand American experi 

ment with suci generosity. 

But then, not all of us work for Pre 

keep 
of his 

ay have had an even higher mo- 

he gave out of respect   bald between them $360 000 2 
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= allegodly mlnmg 
protec 

  
than 200 ‘members in Elandskop but 
can't.open -a; branch because. -David 
tombela won't allow us,” he said. . 
Ntonibela:is a member of the Kwa-. 

Magubane said when the ANC 
wanted to launch a branch at kwa- 
Mgwagwa’ last- year, Induna Mbanjwa 
was approached. He referred them to 
acting chief Ibambabukhosi Mahlase 
who told them there was an agreement 

e 
‘IFP regional organiser Themba Ndu- 

i jed that political activity is re- 
5 ‘He said his organisation be- 
lieves; in free political activity. .. - . 

launch branches.: 
live” in the .area 

and not outsid- 

to freely organise 'in those areas. There - 
should be no intimidation,” he said. .- 
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Yes, this 
IS a new 
course 

and buys double-page ldver- 
tising space to announce tha 
he hxs en the first step to- 
wards institutionalised power 

o ly erse 

in chhml:he;v that nothing has 
changed in this country. 

On Friday an era ended in 
South ica, a mlurable 
hurtful era of wasted 
that brought us to the e of 
calamity. In half-an-hour of 
oratory, President Botha 

0st four decades of al 
ideoln cal folly out of the win- - 

e admif by implica- 
‘tinn, that the slogan which 

t his wpowerm 
 T4band th 
attempt.! to make it work, had 
nllbeenamlfm:mh o 

tions aplenty, and they will be 
justified, if unproductive. 

therefore, welcome " Let us, | 
&ereturnqflhep als and | 

pliment President Botha, 
on his courage in embarking 
on a new road. 

To be sure, his address was 
largely a compendium of 
statements e itflm e mu:‘l’leed last 
year. But it was pol in 
content and delivery and his 
unequivocal itment to 
the eternal verities of just sta- 
tecraft — due legal process, 
inclusive democncy and 
equal opportunity — has cre- 
ated a means by which his | 
lutureperfgrmancemyhe1 

~ Foolish 
NE of the problems tadng 
Mr Botha is the “rubiconi- 

nhon” of our politics — 
growing, but foolish, belief 

  

| mfima"ifi“é’u"fiu o 
gle lems can be solved by a 

cosmic deed or declaration. 
ln truth, tha road to peace 

steefand rocky, 
hut an im rtan first step 
along it is wmhn- 
tory cmmcfl. r had to 
nansomewhere It is perfect- 
K’.mi le, therefore, to see 

ad hoc forum as a consti- 

  
  

  

  

 tutional house of many man- 
slomthatcanlduccmmodate* 
m eg:n;:ds from Chief Buthe- 

It now remains for the build- 
ers — in Ulundi or elsewhete 
= to enter so that the; 1 
mf Mr Botha’s commit n 
ghr:condmons have been | 

agenda seems open- 
endad and they can always 
leave if they don’t like what 
goes on there. 

This council, and particij 
dnnlnlt,isasmncha uf' 
the proclaimed moderation of - 
certain black leaders as it is of 
Mr Botha’s sincerity. Wise 
‘men will make use of it. 

Action 
wHEN Parliamentary de- 

  

tonwmw, 
the official Op 
ite ly emand 

that tg Mggm led prose of 
the ning address be swiftly 

ted into legislative ac- 
fion. Already there have been 
inexcusable delays by Govern- 
ment in implementing re- 
forms to which it committed 
itself long ago. - 

There will — and should — 
also be questions about the 
methods lately employed by 
some policemen, and whether 
they are comrafible with ring- 
g pledges of co-operadve co- 

ce. 
The howls of protest from 

the neanderthal right and the 

o e. They serve only to 
confirm that a reformer — 
obl.igded to navigate between 
stand-patters and revolution- 
aries — is on the proper 
course. % 

Indeed, the response of such 
extremists is evidence that, 
for a change, the Government 
has the initiative in- 
stead of p ]iing a weak-] kneed 
reactive rol 

“Idon’t intend to stop here,” 
says Mr Botha in his advertise- 
‘ment inside this newspaper to- 
day. “I will go further. 

‘We urge him on. 

 The Editor 
o       
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