e "l
L-r’ "1 11
FrErrrrenl
BRAAVFONTB
2017

TEL:

TELEX!
421835

LI NFMRVA' 10N i nssum

TTY T IT 3T
I
I
I

Z2_ "'~



COMMUNI TY RESOURCE AND | NFORMATI ON CENTRE( CRI Q)

Speci al report conpiled by the Information Departnent, in
response to the nunerous requests from organisation for
information on this subject. It should be noted that this paper
represents a draft version of a far nore extensive project, which
will be completed in the near future. As such, it should be

consi dered as no nore than a working paper. It is not intended
for distribution. J

INTRODUCT10N

I nkatha - the national cultural |iberation novenent - |ed by
Chi ef Gatsha Buthel ezi of KwazZulu - is alnost always in the
headl i nes today. As an organisation, it clains to represent well
over one mllion nenbers, have branches all over Natal and in

ot her parts of the country, and describes itself as the ’npst
powerful’ of all the forces opposing the South African

gover nnent .

But, as an organisation, it is something of an unknown. Wat is
heard and seen of it is mainly in the formof its head - Chief

But hel ezi - who was appointed by the South African governnent in
the md-70"s to run KwaZul u, one of the mpbst popul ous of South
Africa' s bantustans. Furthernore, Inkatha is sonething of an

eni gma. Sone of its policies appear to conflict with its actions.-
For exanple, while Buthelezi has publicly refused to have
anything to do with "the four pillars of apartheid after neeting
State President P.W Botha, his base is a homel and. Wil e | nkatha
clains to be a "non-violent’ organisation, using 'peaceful neans’
to achieve its ains, an increasing nunber of incidents involving
Inkatha "inmpis’ (Zulu supporters arnmed with spears and ot her
weapons), are being reported. x

As a political force as well, Inkatha is difficult to assess.
Wth its clains of a nassive nenbership, its often radica
rhetoric, its influence in Natal-and in national political foruns
such as the so-called Black Alliance and the Convention Alliance,
I nkat ha hol ds much of the public eye. However, I|nkatha nenbership
as a whol e has never been nobilised into a single action. South
Africa has never seen the coherence of its one mllion plus
menbers in united action for a particular end. So Inkatha is
presented as sonething of a latent force in South Afri cani
politics - ready to be nobilised at the right word fromits_

| eader. k

The Community Resource and Information Center decided to research
thi s phenonmenon that rose, |ike sone giant phoenix, out of nowhere
to a position of prominence in the political arena. In the entire
political history of South Africa, no black politica



organi sati on has been able to claimover a mllion supporters -
not the Industrial and Commercial Wrkers’ Union in the 1920’ s
which grew so rapidly that not even its officials could cope; not
any union or union federation since then; not the African

Nati onal Congress, which has | ed the resistance struggle for over
70 years and is the nost popular of all political parties in
South Africa despite its banning. The United Denocratic Front has
the support of over 2 million people - but they are not forma
card carrying nmenbers because it is a Front of over 600

or gani sati ons.

Qur investigations were drawn fromresearch and interviews
carried out over a nunber of years. Qur findings as to the
strength, the clains, the coherence and the policies of |nkatha
are sumari sed as foll ows:

T H -3 nmsron’y g | NKATHA

I nkat ha was originally founded in 1922 by King Sol onon ka

Di ni zulu, late uncle of Chief Gathsa Buthel ezi, present chief

m nister in Kwazulu and president of Inkatha. This origina
versi on of Inkatha was a cultural novement aimng at the
preservation of Zulu heritage. Inkatha ya ka Zulu- nobilised
popul ar support for the monarchy through the resuscitation of
traditional forms. It arose in a situation of sharpening class
conflict due to proletarianisation of the Zulus, socia
stratification in Zululand, the activities of the Industrial and
Commer ci al Workers’ Union, and the power vacuumleft by the
suppression of the Zulu Royal Fam ly. Inkatha seemed to present
itself as a bulwark against these dangers through its
preservation of chieftaindomand African comunal i sm

eHowever, the novenment becane defunct in a couple of years as

em ssaries enbezzled the funds they collected. There was an
initial attenpt by Buthelezi to revive Inkatha in the 1960's. He
was approached by King Cyprion, then head of the 'Zulu nation’ to
reform I nkatha. But Cyprion withdrew his support after intimting
that Buthel ezi was anbitious and would try to assert hinself
through Inkatha. Only in March, 1975 was | nkatha again revived
under a changed nane: no |onger |nkatha Ya KazZul u, but Inkatha ye

Nkul ul eko ye Sizwe : "for the freedomof the nation". Wilst the
ol d body was conmitted solely to Zulu objectives, the new body
extended its objectives to National’cultural l|iberation within
South Africa as a whole.

ETHNICI TY

The 1975 constitution stated that "a nenber of the novement shal
not be qualified to be a candidate of the office of President (or
executive) of the Movenent unless he is a citizen of KwaZul u who
under the KwaZulu constitution qualified for election to the
office of Chief Mnister". This therefore made autonmatic

But hel ezi ' s appoi ntment as head of |nkatha. Policies also had to



be agreed to by the honeland’s 'l egislative assenbly’ and al
KwazZul u cabinet mnister’'s are automatically executive menbers of
the movenent.
However, in July 1979, Inkatha scrapped 19 of its 20
constitutional references to KwaZulu, its people, institutions
and | anguage. Both "Zul u" and "African" were replaced by "black".
The "Zul us-only" clause for nmenbership of the Central Comittee
was scrapped and the King was no | onger automatically Patron-in-
Chief. By that tine, however, I|nkatha had assuned a predom nantly
Zul u character and nenbership.
Wil e the novenent insists that it is non-racial in approach and
conposition, it exhibits a notable tendency to find non-Zulu
agitators behind any anti-Inkatha noves, and the novenent’s main
support is drawn fromthe Kwazulu bantustan and its surroundi ng
areas where there are | arge concentrations of Zul u-speaking
peopl e noved there by the governnent in the nane of 'separate
devel opnent’ . Constant reference is nade by Inkatha to a Zulu
heritage, Zulu tradition, and loyalty to a Zulu nation
Al t hough ethnic term nol ogy was largely elimnated in the
constitution, there has undoubtedly been a conflation of Zulu
speaki ng people and "the people" as a whol e. Inkatha nenbers have
insisted in interviews that although ethnicity had been abused by
the South African state, there are real differences in cultura
and historical terns. The use by Inkatha of the chiefs in KwaZulu
reinforces this enmphasis on 'tribalism, as do the numerous
ref erences made in speeches by Buthelezi to the time when "the
Zulu nation was independent"”.
"In an interview, Chief Buthelezi, when asked why a Zulu cultura
organi sation was taken as the basis for a liberation novenent,
stated: "You might as well ask me why a Zulu founded the ANC ..
surely I'"m based where | amand politics is the art of the
possi ble. And | used what was available in the context of where
history has located nme. Inkatha sprung in KwaZulu ... | happen to
be a Zulu and | happen to be located there, and the people
wanted to nmobilise - | was not going to nobilise people in a
vacuum .." He has also accepted 'the reality of using KwaZul u
nerely as a base and as a springboard to get where we want to
be.” In 1977 Dr. Bhengu, a prom nent |nkatha official, claimed
that possible ties to other homel and | eaders were being set up as
a nethod of attracting non-Zulu nenbers.
Al MS AND OBJECTI VES OF | NRATHA
The ains and objectives of the novenent are stated as foll ows:
Firstly, to foster black unity through co-operation with al
progressive African and ot her Nationalist Myvenents and politica
parties which work for the eradication of racialism colonialism
neo-colonialism inperialismand discrinination. Secondly, to
foster the traditions of the people and pronote the spiritual
econoni ¢, educational and political devel opnent of the black




people. Other ains are concerned with the abolition of formnms of

di scrimnation and segregation based on tribe, clan, sex, colour
or creed, all forns of corruption, exploitation and intimdation
and ensuring the acceptance of the principles of equa

opportunity and treatnent for all people in all wal ks of life.

The other ainmes refer to economic matters: Inkatha states its aim
as the securing of "the nost efficient production and equitable

di stribution of the wealth of the nation in the best interests of

the people”. It also ainms to "protect, encourage and pronote
trade, commerce, industry, agriculture and conservation of
natural resources ... and encourage all citizens to participate

in all sectors of the economy".

In 1984, Buthelezi outlined Inkatha's strategy for the year, and
stated that much African political action was a response to white
initiatives and was protest orientated. Wile strategy did not
preclude protest politics, he said, this did not provide the main
thrust. He said that Inkatha needed to concentrate on naking
geographic gains in certain regions of Natal where there was
opposition to it, such as Lanontville, and on consolidating its
branches. This was to be one of internal consolidation of

I nkatha’ s power, in order to emerge as a revitalised bl ack
political force prepared for the fray in 1985. He was referring
of course to the new South African constitution, and stated that

i f Indian and col oured people participated in the elections to
the new tricaneral parlianment they would be guilty of a "mamuoth
betrayal " of Africans.

I nkat ha has stated its commtnent to acheiving radical change

t hrough non-vi ol ent nmeans and noblising the peopl e agai nst
apartheid. It ehcourages "responsible" foreign investnments in
South Africa and aid in the econonic devel opnment of formal and

i nformal sectors.

Del egates at the tenth general conference in June 1984 condemned
vi ol ence by Africans against other Africans, and resolved to work
towards negotiation with the governnment on a "man to man basis".

I nkat ha al so wel coned the Nkonmati accord on the grounds that it
woul d strengthen rather than weaken, opposition to apartheid. M
Bhengu, an Inkatha Central Committee menber, said that the accord
had confirned the validity of the novenment’s ’'non-violent’
approach. Addressing about 10 000 people at Inkatha’s annua

rally in Soweto in April 1984, Chief Buthelezi said that whites
falsely imagi ned that the accord was the solution to all South
Africa s problens while many Africans in South Africa had
expected too much from nei ghbouring states and that it was

m st aken "to expect our brothers and sisters in independent
states to achieve what is our task to achieve for ourselves".

Chi ef Buthelezi sent a letter to the president of Mzanbi que, M
Sanora Machel, saying that the future destinies of South and
_Southern Africa were in "the hands of the South African people
and not those of the ANC s nmission in exile".



i NKATfi A': PRINCTPLES AND TACT'IC S

Inkatha’s "nulti-strategyi approach forms the essence of Inkatha
rhetoric. In nany of his speeches, Buthelezi argues that there is
room for apartheid to be attached fromas nany sides as possible
- external, internal, through armed struggle, through trade

uni ons, or sinply through blacks uniting as a racially oppressed
peopl e. The multi-strategy approach is the justification for

I nkatha’ s participation in the Bantustan structures, for its
refusal to support a disinvestnent canpaign, and for its policy
of ’'constructive negotiation’ rather than 'protest politics’.
Secondly, this nulti-strategy approach which is both
"revolutionary and reactionary’ is held together by the
charismatic | eadership of Chief Buthelezi, who makes reference
to his Zulu ancestors at the sane time as rem ndi ng peopl e that
he was a menber of the ANC Youth League.

Thirdly, there is the alleged 'thuggery’ of I|Inkatha. There are
numer ous exanpl es of the use of viol ence against black opponents
of the novenent. A nunber of interviews with |Inkatha nmenbers
reveal ed that | nkatha has taken a vow to kill Reverend Xundu, a
political |eader in Lanontville and nenber of the Joint Rent
Action Committee in Durban. It was argued that Rev. Xundu had
used the rent crisis in Lanontville in 1983 to gain politica
power .

Despite Inkatha's insistence on its non-violent approach, this
has only applied to the question of armed struggle against the
"state. The Youth Service Corps is an institutionalisation of

I nkat ha’ s use of violence against political opponents. The Corps
has systematically and consciously been established as Inkatha's
"armed wing’, with Youths being sent for para-nilitary training
under | nkatha' s banner. In addition, the actions of Inkatha
during the 1980 school s boycott and at the University of
Zul ul and, reinforce the argunment that, while Inkatha condems the
use of violence as a neans of overthrow ng the governnent and
sei ze power for the mpjority, it is nore than prepared to use

vi ol ence to crush opposition to itself.

Fourthly, great enphasis is placed on the youth of the noverent.
The enphasis of the nmovenent as a whole on discipline is
translated in the Inkatha youth into a near fanatical loyalty to
But hel ezi and the ' Zulu nation’. However, as we shall see later,
Inkatha's ageismin practice is a contradictory factor inits
publically stated enphasis on the youth.

Fifthly, Inkatha is vehenently anti-Marxist. Buthelezi insists
that I nkatha enbodi es the ideals of the ANC that was formed Sin
1912, and that the ANC has been taken over by communi sts who have
perverted its struggle and are using it for the wond ends.

Si xthly, Inkatha 'preaches the gospel of devel opnent - for us,
devel opnent equals liberation'. In an interview of a publication
I nhl abankhosi, M Nkhehli stated that the ainms of the Bureau for



Conmuni ty Devel opnent and Youth Affairs enbodies "the pronotion
of the devel opment of the people based on self-help and self-
reliance principles’. Inplicit in the novenent’s corporativist
approach is a fear of the devel opnent of a revolutionary class
consci ousness on the part of the organised working class. Its
"gospel of developnent’, therefore, protrays workers' interests
as synononous with capitalismby stressing the need for
conciliation and harnony between capital and |abour, by
denounci ng the working class’ political activities and the
consci entisation of the working class. It therefore ains to
neutralise the potential of workers to develop their own

organi sati ons, thereby ensuring that working class control is not
asserted within the nmovenment. This is inportant when one
considers that the majority of KwazZulu’ s popul ation is mgrant
wor kers - arguably the nost exploited people in the world at the
nmoment .

Seventhly,in attenpting to underm ne the basic poverty that may
itself underm ne support for I|nkatha, the KwaZul u adm ni stration
and Inkatha claimto have started a series of self-help projects
in the rural areas, a literacy training project and training of
young I nkatha activists in basic rural devel opment skills. In
this sense, Inkatha is trying - froma highly inpoverished base
whi ch the apartheid systemcreated - to show what |nkatha can do
for its menbers.

In the course of this study we shall see how effective Inkatha is
in carrying out these seven professed policies, and to what
extent it maintains the "spirit’ of its own constitution



MEMBERSHI P AND STRUCTURE OF THE ORGAN SATI ON

The large majority of Inkatha s nenbership is Zul u-speaking,

al t hough non-Zul us have been eligible for menbership. It is in
practise tribally centered, with its centre of gravity in
KwazZul u. In 1980, only 203 out of its clained 946 branches were
in urban areas, and of these, only 36 branches were outside
Natal . The areas where these branches were said to be al
cont ai ned | arge numnbers of Zul u-speaki ng peopl e.

I nkat ha nenbers are organi sed at the | owest |evel into branches,
of a mninmumof 30 nmenbers, and related to |ocal politica
boundari es, township wards, or headnen’s wards in rural areas.
Meetings are supposed to be regular and at |east once a fortnight
and their role is to | obby for change at the local |evel.
Branches run projects such as creches, gardening, bul k buyi ng,
growi ng co-operatives and devel opnent projects. EAch branch may
formsubcomittees to deal with the progranmes of the Centra
Conmittee’'s subcomm ttees. Overl apping branch structures, are the
Wmen’ s Brigades and Youth Brigades.

Approved and regi Stered branches are organised into
constituenci es which coincide in rural areas with a chief’'s area
of authority. Constituency officials have direct responsibility
towards branches within their area. Representatives of branches,
Worren’ s Brigades and Youth Brigades are nade at Constituency
Executive Councils and the Constituency Annual Conference.
Constituencies are organi sed into regional bodies and a regi ona
headquarters is formed for any area specified by the Centra
Conmittee. The regional committee supervises the activities of
the constituencies and organi ses public neetings and sem nars.
Each regi on hol ds an annual conference of representatives from
constituencies, branches and brigades.

At the head of Inkatha is the Central Comm ttee consisting of not
| ess than 25 nenbers and includes the president, secretary
general, 20 nenbers elected at the AGM and 3 nenbers nom nated by
the president. It co-ordinates the activites of the entire
novenent .

I nkat ha al so has a National Council which consists of the Centra
Conmittee of |Inkatha, the KwazZul u Legislative Assenbly, 6
representatives el ected by trade unions, district chairnmen,
representatives of Youth and Wonen’s Brigades, and from each
affiliated organi sation. Menbership is on both an individuall and
affiliate basis; Al nenbers were paying a joining fee of R3.00
and an annual fee of R2.00 in 1983. (we don’t have nobre recent
figures). Youth Brigade nenbers were paying 50 cents, chiefs
R11. 00 per annum and all nenbers of the KLA were expected to pay
, 5% of their salaries nonthly.

Affiliate menbership is allowed to organi sations which ’have
interests that are consistent with | nkatha objectives; such



organi sations include the Wtwatersrand TAxi Associ ation

| nyanda, NAFCOC, the KwaZul u School I|nspector’s Association and
the Natal African Teachers"” Union.

Chi ef Buthel ezi announced in June 1984 that |nkatha had 984 117
pai d-up nenbers and 2 013 branches, and predicted that nenbership
figures would rise to a million within nonths. He claimnmed that

| nkat ha Yenkul ul eko Yesizwe (the National Cultural Liberation
Moverrent) was the | argest African political noverment in the

hi story of South Africa.

But these clains to nenbership are debatable. Firstly, it is

wi dely clained that nmenbers are coerced into joining |Inkatha.
Hard evidence is very difficult to conme by: Inkatha officials are
very careful not to be caught forcing people to join, and people
who have been coerced into joining are fearful of retaliation if
they told their story. Because of the identity between the
KwaZul u honel and structures and Inkatha, it has often ’'been
clainmed that the administration is used to forcibly recruit
peopl e into the organisation. For exanple, as early as 1977, M

G L. Steyn, the then secretary of the departnment of Education in
KwazZul u, ’advised teachers that it would be in your interests’
to join Inkatha, intimating that it would be a prerequisite for a
teachi ng post in KwaZulu. Mre openly, however, the KLA has nade
it a prerequisite to be an | nkatha nenber before granting soneone
a trading |icence.

Wiile it is difficult to prove, many workers tell of being unable
to get jobs wthout an |Inkatha menbership card. Al m grant

wor kers (who formthe bul k of KwaZzZul u’s popul ati on) have to go
through | abour bureaux’ to get jobs in 'white South Africa.
According to some workers, unless a worker can display an | nkatha
menbership card with all their other docunents, he or she wll
never get a job. Thus workseekers will join Inkatha for the sole
pur pose of getting a nenbership card so they can get work.. Once
they have the card in their possession, they do not rejoin
annual ly as they are supposed to. This may explain why, since its
i nception, the Inkatha | eadership has issued directives to the
branches to be nore efficient in collecting dues. And it would
expl ain why | nkatha's annual inconme through subscriptions never
mat ches its clainms of menmbership. And it woul d expl ain why
Inkatha is very often broke, and why it also has to rai se nobney
from out si de KwaZul u, and sonetines outside South Africa.

But even if Inkatha is given the benefit of the doubt, and does
have a million nmenbers or nore, clearly nuch of this menbership

is coerced. Through the system of |ocal chiefs and headnmen ,- a
traditional system which the apartheid governnent has kept intact
as a formof ethnic control - there is a lot of control over :the
worren, the old, the youth and the unenpl oyed who are | ocked into
the rural areas. A chief controls everything in tribal life -

-frommarriages through to granting | and to whether soneone can go
and work to punishment for contraventions of tribal |aw And the
chiefs are, in turn, both controlled by |Inkatha and supporters of
it. So their capacity to 'recruit’ menbers is phenonenal

J



For many others, |nkatha menbership is a 'passport to work’ in
the two | argest sectors of enploynment - the mgrant |abour system
and the governnment bureaucracy - and a passport to a trading
licence as well as to access to Inkatha's ’'devel opnent schenes’
The question that this poses is whether Inkatha is a denocratic
organisation. If there is coercion - as many alledge - what room
is there for criticismand internal denocracy? Again, nany

al l edge that there is none. Any challenge to Buthelezi is taken
as a challenge to the very novement itself. For ten years now,
many | nkatha officials who have built up sufficient support

i nside the organisation are purged - first was Barney Dl adla, the
Executive Councillor for Comunity Affairs who was popul ar anong
wor kers and regarded as something of a 'leftist’. Professor
Bhengu, the Ceneral Secretary of Inkatha, was dism ssed fromhis
posts and deni ed | nkat ha nmenbership after, said Buthel ezi,
building up a "large coterie of disciples’ anpbngst students at
hi s expense. There has al so been troubl e between Buthel ezi and
the nmonarchy. King Goodw Il of the Zulus had net with a number of
chi ef s unhappy with Buthel ezi, and they discussed form ng an
opposition party to Inkatha. Buthelezi threatened to resign as
KLA head if Goodwi |l ’"got involved in party politics’. The King
backed down. And so on it goes. Buthel ezi’'s opponents in KwaZul u
politics .have never lasted |ong, which has added fuel to the
accusation that the distinction between Buthelezi and Inkatha is
non-exi stent. Buthelezi, it can be argued, |S I|nkatha.

In fact, one of the lengthy studies done of I|nkatha analyses its
structures and functioning in detail and concludes that there is
in the organisation a personality cult of such proportions. that
it is on the verge of fascism All the structures - fromthe
para-mlitary youth brigades up to the central executive - is
structured around Buthelezi. It argues that it is he who makes
deci si ons, he who determ nes policy, he who makes nost of the
public speeches, and al nost exclusively he who appears in the
press. Any person who challenges that linelight, it is argued,
beconmes a threat to the personality cult. i

REFORM SM OR CONSERVATI SM

After 1976 there has been aJvisible shift to conservatismon the
part of Buthel ezi regarding the relationship between the

Bant ustan areas and the rest of South Africa. In 1982, the

But hel ezi Conm ssion revealed this in the alliance formed between
I nkat ha and business interests in Natal.

The Conmi ssion Report was subtitled "The requirenents for
stability and devel opment in KwaZul u/Natal". The conpositions of
the Conmi ssion, which represented a wi de range of business
interests, and the report itself reflect Inkatha s increasingly
pro-capitalist econom c ideology, and its accommodation of

busi ness interest. Pupils are encouraged to get "as nuch
education as possible" so that they can carry the struggle for
liberation "into the marketplace", and Buthelezi stated in a



speech in 1977 that

"each occasi on when a bl ack man manages to be in a

position to establish any business is an auspici ous

occasion, not only for hinself or his famly, but

also for the entire comunity ... striking a bl ow

for us in the liberation struggle now bei ng waged by

bl acks."

The But hel ezi Commi ssion. was the culmnation of a long trend
towards increasingly reform st constitutional proposals and
accommodati on of business interests. In early 1980, the KwaZul u
Legi sl ative Assenbly announced plans to appoint a Conmi ssion to
inquire into proposals for a political future of Natal. The
proposal was back by the NRP and the PFP and by the comerci al,
i ndustrial and agricultural-interests they represented. The
Report, released in md 1982 is subtitled : "The requirements for
stability and devel opment in KwaZulu and Natal". Busi ness
interests were widely represented on the Comi ssion

The Conmi ssion stated that "the high levels of econonic and
political discontent and significant extent of expressed
mlitancy among Bl ack South Africans in particular, indicate
the urgency of our situation in South Africa and in the
regi on of Kwazul u/ Natal. Popul ar sentinments appear to be such
as to create a climate which will encourage, justify and
protect groups aimng at creating instability in the country.
Wiile a revolutionary situation has not yet energed in
general terms within the popul ation inside South Africa,

devel opnents appear to point in that direction. The

i nportance of legitimate internal Black politica

organi sations like Inkatha and others in directingi Black
South African political sentinments al ong peaceful and
constructive |lines cannot be over-enphasized. ... W are
convinced ... that these surveys reveal a possibility of
political progress which majorities of rank-and-file Bl ack
White, Coloured and Indian South Africans can accept as a
creative conmpronise, in order to secure the stability which
the future devel opment of this region requires".

The second vol ume of the Buthelezi Conmission states that
"the region of KwazZulu/Natal is not likely to escape the
effects of prevailing conditions in the Republic as a whole.
We are particularly mndful of the fact that one Bl ack | eader
of noderate and co-operative inclinations with a wi de base of
| egiti macy (Chief Buthelezi and | nkatha) should not have his
posi tion undermnmi ned by hei ghtened radi cal nobilisation
resulting fromrising expectations w thout correspondi ng
reformin national politics. The nost val uable politica
resource for stability and peace is the quality : and

ef fectiveness of Bl ack | eadership and we feel bound to make
such proposals as will protect the position of the |eadership
that exists ... elenentary nationality nmust |lead the centra
government to the conclusion that bal anced change shoul d
conmence somewhere. Regional options could be a sensible
start. KwaZul u/ Natal must be given the opportunity to acquire
10



devel oped and decentralised powers, enabling constitutiona

and socio-political progress towards |longer-run stability to

be negotiated within the region itself".

The Conmi ssion proposed that after a nunber of stages, the entire
area of KwaZul u/ Natal be brought under a single governnent. It
stressed that the KwaZul u/ Natal Region should not entai

i ndependence fromthe Republic and that an autonomous
KwazZul u/ Nat al shoul d constitutionally always formpart of the
broader South African context with fornms of representation and
participation in the Central Governmnent.

On the issue of "one man one vote", Buthelezi disnmissed it as
unrealistic and power sharing based upon it as sinplistic. South
Africa mght have to "pass through phases to accommopdate white
fears, and other minority interests".

Buthel eki’s relation with the SQuth Afriban ’overnnment

In January 1984, Chief 55thelezi refused an invitation to a
working lunch with the prine mnister, M PWBotha, |eaders of
several honel ands, and nenbers of the special cabinet conmittee
to discuss a programme for considering African constitutiona
devel opnent. M Botha and chief Buthel ezi had | ast spoken in 1980
in a neeting which was reported to have ended in an angry
exchange of views. Chief Buthelezi had subsequently said his
declining of the invitation was because Zulu tradition did not
permit himto "break bread” with M Botha until their persona

di fferences were settled. M Botha replied in parlianment that he
al so had traditions, one of which was that he did not |ie down
when soneone tranpled on him

In April that sane year, M Botha invited Chief Buthelezi to
resume negotiations with the government, despite persona

di fferences between them but added that he woul d not beg. Also
speaking in April, chief Buthelezi said that the National Party
did not accept the legitinmacy of African denocratic opposition to
apartheid. He added that he would discuss only 'real challenges’
with M Botha.

In Decenber, the two nen net unofficially in Stellenbosch. A
statenment issued by the office of the state president described
the neeting as a 'detailed and open-hearted discussion’ on a w de
range of issues. A spokesman for the KwazZul u government said that
the two | eaders had 'agreed to disagree’ and that Chief Buthelez
had reiterated that he would continue to have nothing to do with
institutions that fell within the "four corners of apartheid",

al though he woul d continue ruling one of the honel ands.

The NRP ahd the Egg

Ehi e?__ BUEheTEEi said in a speech in 1984 that the criticism of

I nkat ha’ s stand agai nst the new constitution by the New Republic
Party in parlianent was "Zul u-bashing”. he said that the NRP was
a "dying white political viper spitting racist venoni. ’

Dr Frank Ml al ose, the national chairman of Inkatha said in 1984
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that the Progressive Federal Party was ’'hesitant’ about enbracing
Inkatha as its partner in opposition politics. He said that if
the PFP's role as a parlianentary opposition was to be given
political wieght, then it needed to ally itself with |Inkatha and
the kwazZul u | egislative assenbly.

TRADE UNI ONS AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

I nkatha clearly feels threatened by the strength of the | abour
noverent. In 1978, Buthel ezi spelt out his position on unions and
workers: 'The interests of workers are conprehended in a three-way
interaction (by Inkatha). On the one hand, one has the state; on
the other hand one has the enployers; and thirdly, one has worker
organi sati on. Wrker organi sati ons have particul ar vested

i nterests which do not conprehend the totality of society.

I nkat ha and the uni ons have comon cause. The constitution of

| nkat ha nmakes it possible for trade unions to becone affiliate
nenbers. Were trade unions do not exist, or where they are too
narrow y ideol ogi cal and assunme upon their shoul ders
responsibilities which are political, Inkatha will have to | ook
to the interests of its nenbers who rank anobngst the workers
affected.’

In other words, Buthelezi argues for workers to confine
thensel ves to econom c issues, to stay away fromthe politica
sphere which bel ongs to Inkatha, and for unions to steer off the
i deol ogi cal’ course. However, in South Africa, the distinction
bet ween political and economic ineterests is blurred. And

But hel ezi’s argunments for maintaining the 'industrial peace in
South Africa have continually been repeated - and extended to
inmply that strike action and arned resistance are simlar
strategi es (which he deplores): 'I warned industrialists and

i nvestors again and again that if they do not engage trade
unionism... labour will grab capital and do with it what they
will. I have warned that blood will flow if unions are not
permtted to run the responsi ble course they are conpelled to
followin order to serve the workers.’

In 1980, a year of record strikes, Buthelezi said: '"Certain trade
uni ons here and abroad regard us as a threat to trade unioni sm
As our people have no trade unions, we are interested and see
ourselves as having a role in the field of organised |abour.’ At

a SABA rally he said: 'In places such as the Transvaal and Nata
trade unions would sinply not be able to stage a general strike
wi thout the full involvenent of Inkatha.’” As we know, severa

succesful nass strikes have taken place - even as early as v1976
on the Rand - as well as in 1984 in the Transvaal (which |nkatha
vehent |y opposed) and 1985 in Port Elizabeth. National stoppages
have been succesfully called (for exanple, the Aggett stoppage
and the Raditsela stoppage to protest their deaths in detention)
in the face of Inkatha opposition

Later, Inkatha changed its approach fromw shing to establish its
own unions to developing relations with the existing unions. It
12



suggested to unions that they neet to discuss joint action -

i ncluding the nonitoring of enploynent codes and the devel opnent
of strategic use of workers’ consumer power to bring results.
Despite this, however, Inkatha has refused to support consecutive
consumer boycotts - fromthe succesful Fattis and Monis boycott
to the Red Meat boycott to | ast year’s Sinmba Chips boycott to the
current consumer boycott aimed at pressurising the Chanbers of

I ndustry to force the arny and police to withdraw fromthe

t ownshi ps.

But, in 1984, Chief Buthelezi conmented that all too often in

the past, political organisations had attenpted to use the trade
uni on novenent as subservient bodies to achieve their ends, but

I nkat ha was not prepared to mani pul ate and dictate to trade

uni ons. He warned of the potential bargaining power of African
wor kers and consumers in the "politics of negotiation".

In July 1984, speaking at a rally in Johannesburg, Chief

But hel ezi criticised the governnent’s policy of separating urban
fromrural Africans. He conplinmented donestic servants who
generally lived in the backyards of white suburbs and hoste
dwellers for not "losing their cool" despite the horrible
conditions they were living in.

Dr Dhlonp said |last year that it should not be forgotten that the
majority of Inkatha nenbers were workers who belonged to a
variety of South African trade unions. Although Inkatha did not
actively canpaign for unions to affiliate, it would wel cone any
uni ons whi ch decided to join.

In May 1984 the National Sugar and Refining and Allied InduStries
Enpl oyees’ Union, with a clainmed nenbership of 13 000, affiliated
to | nkat ha

FOREI GN | NVESTMENT

Wil e Inkatha is now putting nuch energy into attracting foreign
i nvestment to South Africa and opposing the disinvestnment

| obbies, a few years ago, it did not regard it as ' a nake or
break issue.’ It supports investnment 'in order to provide

enpl oyment opportunities and economi c participation, not
exploitation, in the whole of South Africa.’ Buthelezi has for a
long tinme been an advocate of 'enlightened investnent’ - which is
defined as compani es keeping to the investment codes of conduct.
But hel ezi has even gone to the extent of using Marx and Lenin to
support his investnent argunent.

But hel ezi’s argunment too, states that "when I, who speak from
within the country and not fromconfort in exile; when | hear the
voi ces of ny people pleading for food, clothing and housing, |

i cannot ignore them for U opian ends. | ask the people what they
woul d prefer: investnment and jobs or disinvestnment and no jobs.
They answer that they was jobs and this is why | nust play the
politics of reality. This is not by stand, but the stand of

13



mllions of blacks".

However, it must be borne in mnd that foreign investnment was one
of the crucial factors which enabled the South African regine to
survive the post-Sharpeville crisis; while it is true that
foreign investnment increases the growh rate of the country, it
does not nean that the benefits of growth accrue to all people of
the country; foreign investnent supplies the necessary growth
rate to be able to increase the power and size of the state
apparatus. Furthernore, the unenploynent figures, |ack of

housi ng, extrene |levels of poverty in KwaZulu are clear

i ndi cations of this.

I nkat ha has often pointed to how foreign investors in KwaZul u
have created jobs and a livelihood for its people and incone for
the country which will stinulate economic growh and further
jobs. However, if we study this situation closely, the facts do
not bear this out very well. Take the exanple of Akula Chenicals
in KwaZulu. ilts total investment amounted to R3 150 000. The
chemi cal process, however, is fully automated and with only 35

bl acks bei ng enpl oyed, which increased to 45 in the second year
of the project. Akzo Chemie, the parent company, is a subsidiary
of the Dutch multinational Akzo Chem e BV which belongs to the
Akzo group of conpani es which enpl oys sonme 100 000 people in 160
conpanies in 45 countries. However, not only did Akzo provide

m ni mal enpl oynment because of its capital intensive nature, but

it took advantage of governnment decentralisation policies to pay
| ow taxes while taking out high profits. So the reality of
foreign investnment is sonewhat different to the reasoning of

But hel ezi’s argunents. 1

But perhaps one of the best services the honel and chiefs are
rendering to the governnent, is in allow ng thenselves to be used
for the encouragenment of foreign investnent in South Africa and
in the Bantustans thensel ves.

A resolution urging foreign investnent in South Africa was
adopted at an Inkatha rally in Soweto in April 1984. The

resol ution condemmed certain |leaders in exile and other ’'self-
appoi nted’ |eaders for pcopogating disinvestnent w thout getting
t he approval of the people.

I nkat ha gives foreign investment credibility through its attenpt
to nonitor the codes of conduct in foreign industries. It
endorsed the Sullivan Codes, the EEC code, and those accepted by
the British and Canadi an parlianents in 1978. But in fact, from
1978, the Wonen and Youth Brigades took on the task of collecting
information on various industries. At the sane time, |nkatha
threat ened pressure on conpanies not holding to the enpl oyMent
codes. Inkatha has never taken any action against multinationals
; and it is well known that many multinational s abuse such codes.
i For this reason, nany have criticised Inkatha's |ack of sincerity
and commtment to the abolition of |abour mal practice.

During a nmeeting with General Al exander Haig, the former American
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secretary of state, Chief Buthelezi said that the US s
constructive engagenment policy should consist of material and

di pl omati c support for responsible African forces working to

bri ng about change through non-viol ent neans.

I n Septenber 1984, Chief Buthelezi attacked the | eader of the
British Labour Party, M Neil Kinnock, for naking "pie-in-the-
sky" promises to the African National Congress. Chief Buthel ezi
said that black South Africans were no |onger inpressed by the
prom ses of British politicians that were not delivered once the
parties cane into power. M Kinnock had conmtted a future Labour
government to conprehensive ,econoni c sanctions agai nst South
Africa, and prom sed material support to the ANC, during a speech
mar ki ng the 25th anniversaryt of the British anti-apartheid
noverent in June.

( SEE ADDENDUM BUTHELEZI SPEECHES ON FOREI GN | NVESTMENT)
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UNDERSTANDI NG i NKATHA SUPPORTE

A. MOBI LI SATI ON

Since Inkatha' s rural support is largely nobilised through the
chiefs, patronage is mani pul ated extensively to gain support for
I nkat ha. Chi efs and | nkat ha personnel (through their interlocking
with the Kwazul u Legislative Assenbly - KLA) have the power to
distribute resources. This is a large factor influencing I|Inkatha
support. It is perceived by the rank and file that one can get

| and, housing and reference books far nore easily by becom ng an
| nkat ha nmenber. Taking out KwaZulu citizenship may give one
access to certain resources: land is allocated only to those with
Londger’s Pernits attained through KwaZul u citizenship

A domestic worker interviewed by a social science graduate said
that the Chief in her area - Emolweni - was recruiting |Inkatha
menbers and that many people had joi ned "because we are
frightened. W maybe do not get a house or a reference book if we
are not menbers".

In resettled areas, it is inpossible to gain access to resources
if one is not a nmenber of Inkatha. |nkatha provides the

adm nistrative |ink between resettled comunities and the U und
adm nistration. Uundi relies on the Inkatha hierarchy to
articulate the needs of these people.

Anot her factor which nust be considered in assessing support for
Inkatha is that initially, it pronpted itself as the interna
wing of the ANC, situating itself in the traditions of the ANC
indentifying itself as a continuation of the nmovenent. It adopted
the col ours, songs and slogans of the ANC. In 1980 this position
changed, however, with the schools boycotts, when I|nkatha
attacked viciously the position of students. W shall discuss
.this later however, under "Inkatha and the ANC'

The coercion involved in recruitnment to Inkatha is clearly
highlighted in relation to teachers and civil servants. Teachers
are expected to join, and Inkatha has inposed sanctions on
teachers who do not nobilize Inkatha Youth G oups, or encourage
"appropriate orientation" anmpngst the young.

Cvil servants too, are under pressure to conformto the |nkatha
[ine: in May 1978, a KLA ruling declared that civil servants’
standing in Inkatha woul d have to be accounted for when the
Public Service Comm ssion assess them for pronotion

Per haps one of the nmmin reasons for Inkatha's strength is the
fact that the entire KLA is constituted by |nkatha nenbers.
Furthernmore, all the menbers of the Cabinet are senior officials
of | nkat ha.



B. BUTHELEZI AS A POPULAR LEADER

There is little doubt that Buthelezi’'s own personal popularity is
an extremely influential factor in the support for Inkatha. He
becanme acting chief of the 30 000 nenbers of the Buthelezi tribe
in 1953 and loyalty to himby the Zulus stenms fromthe fact that
the Buthlezi fanily have been the traditional Prine-Mnisters of
Zululand. He is extrenely charismatic - an essential feature of
any populist movenent for |the purpose of uniting numerous

i deol ogi cal strands and groups together in the figure of a |eader
who enbodi es the novenent.

Gat sha Buthel ezi is the personification of publicly rel evant
synbols, .both ethnic and nationalist, having as he does a

fl anboyant nmanner of speech, and a syncretistic style of dress -
alternatively Afro, Zulu and European

He is idolised, and is seen by many of the people as a Messiah

In an interview, Chief Buthelezi, when asked what he thought it
was about his | eadership of |Inkatha that seens to inspire either
her o-worship or el se vehenent mistrust and opposition, responded:
"You coul d al so ask what it was about Jesus Christ or Mhatnm
Ghandi . .."

VWere several years ago, one could affectionately refer to
"Gatsha", this is no longer allowed - it is now ' H's Excellency’
or the ’'Honourable Chief Mnister’

Every newspaper article or letter which questions |nkatha or

But hel ezi ' s | eadership, or which Inkatha feels has nisrepresented
the nmovenent’s views, is responded to swiftly, usually in the
formof a letter which is signed by Buthelezi. And criticisnms

wi thin I nkatha of Buthelezi are sinply not tolerated, as we have
seen.

| nkat ha nenmbers speak of Buthelezi’'s 'pragmatism and 'realistic
| eadershi p’, and accept unquestioningly his assurances that the
noverrent has by no means used all conponents of its 'multi-
faceted approach against the apartheid governnment. He speaks on
many platforms, and his speeches are translated, reproduced and
nade wi dely available. Hs official title is on every speech
President of Inkatha, Chief Mnister of Kwazulu and Chairman of
the South African Black Alliance, and his speeches are generally
full of powerful anal ogies and rousing phrases.

C. " EDUCATI ON FOR NATI ONHOOD!

I nkat ha uses its interlocking with the KwaZul u gover nnent

machi nery nost clearly with evidence in KwaZul u’s education
system which represents a cal culated attenpt at nobilising strong
support from bl ack youth for Inkatha aims.

In 1976, Inkatha resolved to introduce its own "Education for
nati onhood"” into the schools to counter radicalismfromthe urban



areas. Since 1978, teachers have been required to nmake tine
avail able for pupils to participate in the activites of the Youth
Bri gades. Buthelezi said of it:

"The | nkatha syl |l abus was done by sone of the best
educationalists we have in Natal. In fact, not Nata

alone, | think that even sone ATASA (African

Teachers Association of S.A) nenbers were invol ved

init. It was worked out by the best university

graduates, professors, lecturers and teachers. Sone

wer e | nkatha nenbers; others were not. The subject

is called UBUNTU BOTHO. |f you say | nkatha syll abus

we do not object. It deals with all liberation

novenents - with the ANC, the PAC, with bl ack

| eaders in the history of Southern Africa. It is not

I nkat ha indoctrination in any sense. It may be the

| nkat ha approach to education ... Is it

i ndoctrination to teach them about that?"

In 1979, "Inkatha" was introduced as a one hour per week
conpul sory subject at all |evels of schooling. The Inkatha

syl labus is a Earreaching and all enbracing attenpt at preparing
KwazZul u school children for their "role in the liberation
struggl e". The establishnent of a syllabus with its enphasis on
the youth with avenues for channelling growing politica

awar eness and the need for political participation and

i nvol vemrent is intended to draw theminto | nkatha structures. It
covers the history of the movenent, organisational structure, the
role of the "leaders and the led", the role of the Youth Brigade,
di sci pline and conduct of I|nkatha nenbers, and the inportance of
the constitution, Inkatha rallies, |eadership and training. The
Modern Lifestyles section deals with rural and urban life,
econom ¢ devel opment and the need for African business
enterprise. Practicals include singing, dancing and sel f-defence.
i The nature of Inkatha ideology to which the youth are exposed is
nedi ated partly by an appeal through traditional custons and
norns. Through the | nkatha syllabus, Inkatha attenpts to inould
and harness the black youth into the force needed for the
strategy of I|nkatha devel oped by the petty bourgeois and
conservative traditional |eadership of KwaZul u.

I nkat ha Educati on seens to be a strong factor in explaining the
support of the novenent’s young nenbers. During the 1980 Schoo
Boycotts which spread nation-w de, only 36 out of KwazZulu's 2 000
schools were affected (mainly those in Kwa Mashu) and this seens
to indicate the success of Inkatha' s inculcation of its

di sciplinarian and authoritarian strategy.

In 1976 the nationw de student unrest did not affect Nata
schools at all. Inkatha took credit for the relative peace in

Nat al . Addressi ng the | nkatha Youth Brigade at Mahl abatini in
July 1977, Buthelezi said that he would be "failing in ny duty if
| did not take this opportunity to thank the youth for managi ng
to maintain a bal ance, despite the political traumas of 1976 and
1977. 1 am proud of your commtnent to the struggle for



liberation ... the fact that you did not resort to acts of arson

sisters in the struggle ... | know just what kind of pressures
you were subjected to in attenpts to persuade you to indulge in
acts of violence ... | know how sone fire-eaters anongst our

| oquaci ous sel f-accl ai ned revol utionari es denigrate you".

There was in fact an increase in the level of politica

consci ousness of pupils in KwaMashu and Um azi in the period from
1976 to 1980, because it is quite clear that Inkatha failed not
only to successfully assert its 'restraining influence over the
school children in 1980, but that the attitude of supposed

rel uctance towards destruction of buil dings and property changed
radical | y.

From m d-1977, there were a nunber of incidents where students
prot ested agai nst various school regulations. In June 1978,
pupils protested at at |east three KwaZul u schools, which
culmnated in the death of one teacher and severe injury to a
second at St Augustine’s school near Nqutu. Shortly thereafter,
Sowet o pupils at a nearby high school were assaulted and
threatened with death by KwazZulu pupils. this vicious turn of
events can be traced to a single factor - the insistence by the
KwazZul u adm nistration that all the unrest taking place in the
schools, minor as it was, was the work of 'troubl enmakers’ from

ot her areas, and that the pupils’ grievances were not valid in
thensel ves. Runmpburs were sweeping the Natal schools to the effect
that the province was going to be 'set alight’ by Soweto pupils.
The noverent’s inplacable refusal to accord any legitimacy to the
pupil s’ grievances and its insistence on placing the blanme for
the unrest on 'agitators’ placed it firmy in opposition to
progressive students’ actions and denands.

In February 1979, pupils at the KwaMakhuta H gh School near

Amanzi ntoti boycotted classes, and the police were called in by
school officials. Follow ng the violent confrontation with the
police, Dr Dhlonp ordered the closure of the school and announced
that pupils would have to apply for readm ssion. This was

obvi ously a neans of isolating and refusing adm ssion to

"troubl enakers’. There was no tol erance what soever of the
destruction of school property, and those who were prepared to
destroy school buildings and facilities were accused by | nkatha
of being the enem es of the struggle for |iberation, and woul d be
treated as such.

Boycotts continued throughout May, with | nkatha disrupting
attenpting to intimdate neetings of the students who were
pl anni ng and di scussing the boycott. At one neeting held in the
KwaMashu sports stadi um addressed by Buthel ezi, a KwaMashu

m nister, Rev. WB. Myanbo was severely injured after being
attacked by 200 inpis for allegedly being one of those behind the
school boycott. A KwaMashu Councillor, Ms Muni was attacked by
the | nkatha Wnens’ Brigade - accused of being behind the
boycott. At that same neeting, police opened fire into a group of
approxi mately three hundred pupils, killing one student, and

and



severel y woundi ng anot her. But hel ezi subsequently denied that any
vi ol ence had been used agai nst students.

In his presidential speech to Inkatha in June 1980, Buthelez
nmade sone acknow edgenent that, in the |ight of the continuing
boycotts, the education for nationhood programme had not achi eved
what | nkatha had hoped it woul d:

"It .is quite clear to ne that our teachers have

failed to inclucate in our youth the right attitude

to our struggle. They have failed to elecit fromthe

yout h that sense of comm tnent which adds to our

total strength in unity ..

Every school inspector must becone increasingly

i nvol ved in bringing the message of Inkatha to the

people ... school inspectors should forge links in

the chains which bind pupils, teachers, parents and

authority into a task force for liberation. Qur

conmuni ti es nust produce nore viabl e parent/teacher

associ ati ons. Qur branches have failed to tackle

this nost inportant aspect of liberation ... In the

matter of education we are failing"

It seened too that at the height of the boycott, the discipline
and |l oyalty of Youth Brigade nenbers had wavered. This, together
with the failure of Inkatha to break the boycott, pronpted the
formation of the paramlitary Youth Service Corps.

D. YOUTH

In 1982, Inkatha opened its "Youth Service Corps for ’Socia
Reconstruction”. The project’s ains were "to equip the youth with
skills so that they can go back to their conmunities as

i nnovat ors and pi oneer change". They were to be the "reserve of
the novenent and (were to) play the vanguard rol e of uphol ding
and consolidating the gains of the nmovenent".

There is an Executive Committee of the Youth Brigade which

conpri ses a Chairman, who al so serves as Youth Brigade Secretary
and is appointed by Buthelezi in consultation with the Centra
Conmittee; the Executive Secretary; the Treasurer; and five other
officers who are elected at a General Conference of the Youth

Bri gade.

The role of the Youth Brigade Secretary, as defined in the
constitution of the Brigade, is to supervise the activities of
the Youth Brigade; formulate and execute plans for the activities
of the youth of the novenent, and

(4) (c) "shall act at all tinmes in accordance with the
directions of the President of the novenent or of

the Central Committee and in accordance wth

approved policy;

(d) "...shall carry out all duties of the novenent as

directed by the President of the novenent".

The Wonen’'s Brigade alike, has the specific brief of playing "an
instructive role" in the nobilisation of wonen and in the



"upbringing of the children towards the objectives of the
nmovement " .

However, the attitude of chauvinism of Inkatha takes the form of
ageismw thin the novenent. Despite the Youth Brigade s stated
aimof playing a "vanguard role", it is quite clear that the
direction of the novenent as a whol e enanates froma snall group
wi thin | nkatha | eadership. This is the case both for ideol ogica
positions, as well as for actions and progranmmes undertaken by
the nmovenent. Steve Bi ko spoke about |nkatha as being an

organi sation of "ol dies"

"W oppose Gatsha. He dilutes the cause by operating

on a governnent platform Because of this | see the

danger of division anpbng bl acks. But we hope to

avoid a real split on the basis of the BPC s great

appeal to the younger generation. Gatsha is

supported by oldies, for good reason, since Gatsha

protects the stability that the ol der persons need.

But we are young. W do not | ook upon the sol ution

to injustice as an expectation but a duty. here lies

the dilemma of the old: between duty and bread".

There seens to be some signs of strain between |Inkatha | eadership
and the younger nenbers of the novenent. One Youth Brigade | eader
remar ked t hat

“"the attitude anpbng the youth is that we are not

positively agressive enough to provoke a reaction

fromthe powers that be ... they would say that we

have been maintaining a low profile for far too |ong

now' .

But hel ezi said in an interview

"I nkatha is responsive to the demands of the youth

and youth in Inkatha is responsive to the demands of

adults. There is in Inkatha no formal clash between

the Youth Brigade and adult mnenbership”.

Nevert hel ess, Mafole asserted inportantly that

“"the youth will push the novenent to the left, and

the | eadership will have to respond favourably".

Dhl ono agreed with this, renarking that

"the youth are pushing the | eadership - we accept

the mlitancy of the youth as a natural fact ... it
is difficult to say how far the | eadership is
willing to be pushed."

The Youth Brigade exists to carry out the directives of Inkatha

| eadership. In essence, Inkatha attenpts to assert its ideol ogy
of a conservative, multi-strategy approach to the struggle for

i beration over the youth, fromwhomit demands absolute |oyalty.
It is Inkatha’s aimto have a Youth Brigade branch in every
KwazZul u school. To this end, apart fromthe nandatory teaching of
"I nkatha" and tinme allowed for Youth Brigade neetings and



activities, Inkatha docunments are sent to every school. In order
to establish a branch, the National Organiser requests the
district inspector to grant himtime "to tal k about Inkatha to
the pupils". There nust be a mnimumof thirty nenbers before a
branch is fornally constituted. It is then officially

i naugur at ed, and nmenbers are pernmitted to wear the |nkatha

uni form

In April 1984, the Inkatha Youth Brigade clai ned a nmenbership of
nore than 350 000. Chief Buthelezi said that |Inkatha s youth w ng
al one out nunbered any other single organisation in the country.
One notivation for the canp’s establishnment foll owed the Kwa
Mashu school boycotts. Buthelezi drafted a resolution that Youth
Pr epar edness programes shoul d be established in order to prevent
a recurrence of mlitancy in the schools. After the boycotts he
told the I nkatha annual neeting: "I think we need to Create well -
di sciplined and reginented inpis in every |Inkatha region".

The Youth Canp is run along paramlitary lines. According to an

I nkat ha official, Zond

"The canp is headed by the canp commander. .. because

we realised that this undertaki ng needed to be run

along the lines of paramlitarism So it is run

along a paramlitary approach in order to ensure the

necessary degree of discipline anong the trainees

which is essential for disciplined work. To nobilise

such menbers woul d be pretty difficult wthout the

enf orcenent of discipline of some kind, simlar to.

that of normal National Servicenen. Because we are,

in fact creating an arnmy for devel opnent with this

noverent and Service Corps for Socia

Reconstructi on. Wen Buthelezi visits the canp, he

inspects themin military fashion".

The canp trainees wear their own uniformw th the colours of the
novenent, and are constituted into sections, brigades and
conpani es. Although they have no actual mlitary training as
such, they have cadets and a | ot of physical training (from4 am
to 7 an) and the rest of the day is taken up with |ectures.
Discipline is enforced through Section, Brigade and Conpany

| eaders and through the Canp Conmander. The | ectures concentrate
on agriculture, brick and bl ock making, building skills, literacy
trai ni ng met hods, bookkeepi ng and el enentary nechani cs.

Lt

Ybuth Brigade Iihks Wth ether orgahisatibhs

Inits efforts to overcone the divide and rule tactics in terns
of bl ack-white relations, the Youth Brigade has made overtures to
the Afrikaner Studente Bond (A38), to a group of Stellenbosch
students with whomit has forned the South African Youth
Foundati on (SAYF), and to the PFP Youth.

The effort to nake contact with the A88 was unsuccesful. The A83
Congress in 1981 was addressed by Mhize, chairman of the Youth



Bri gade. According to Mafole , the Inkatha del egati on nenbers
were treated as "foreigners in their own |land". A number of the
ASB del egat es wal ked out during Mhize' s speech, and shortly
afterwards the Congress voted against a notion calling for black
participation in the President’s Council

A. The South African Youth Foundati on

Formed in August 1981, the aimof the foundation is to "inprove
rel ati ons and co-operation between bl ack and white youth, because
the future of the country is in the hands of the young". The

i naugural neeting was addressed by Dr Koornhof, the then M nister
of Co-operation and Devel opnent, M G bson Thul a, |nkatha
representative in Soweto, and Dr Dhl onp. Projects undertaken by
the foundation have included the appointnment of white nmenbers to
conduct wi nter school classes at the University of Zul ul and.

The Foundation held a five day Leadership Semi nar at the
University of Stellenbosch in Decenber 1981, which was attended
by twenty four students fromfifteen universities in South
Africa. The sem nar was "apolitical" and SAYF trustee Frans
Roel of se told reporters that

"W believe the | eadership sem nar has made a

definite contribution to the quality of life in

Sout hern Africa."

B. Progressive Federal Party

Connections have been nade between the Youth Brigade and the PFP
Yout h, corresponding to growi ng |inks between Inkatha and the
PFP, especially over the issue of the President’s Council and the
ref erendum about the New Constitution. In 1981, for example, a
joint statement was rel eased by the | eaders of the Youth Brigade,
Labour Party Youth and the PFP Youth, accusing the National Party
of jeopardising the future of all South Africans through its
policy of racial discrimnation

The main thrust of these initiatives by the Yeuth Brigade is
"trust building", and the invol venent of youth groups in joint
projects. A University Exchange Programe was initiated by

the Bureau for Conmmunity Devel opnent and Youth Affairs, where
West German students will live and work in rural areas in
KwaZulu. It seens that the projects relate to "overcoming rura
poverty and backward educati on" in KwaZul u.

The precise nature of activities undertaken by Youth Brigade
branches is unclear, and seens to vary frombranch to branch
However, it has been possible to ascertain that activities
include literacy training projects, and creating 'centres’ for
the comunity. Menbers of the Civil Servants’ Youth Brigade
branch in Uundi, fornmed in 1983, participated in the Ndundul u
Fire D saster Relief Project, and were discussing possibilities
of raising noney to assist,projects of a simlar natures in
future.



The recent growth in Inkatha was concentrated in the urban areas,
for I nkatha regarded urban support as an inportant politica
resource, and sought to consolidate a township base. To do this,
it was prepared to participate in Community Council elections - a
fact which horrified nost people in the towshi ps. The gover nnent
control l ed councils have al ways been regarded as 'toy tel ephones’
since the tinme they were created in the 1940’ s as urban bl acks’
only political avenue in South African government politics.
Conmuni ty councils have sel dom managed to attract even ten
percent of urban bl ack votes. |nkatha has no general principled
stand agai nst participation in state structures: in 1978-79 it
adopted a "possibly yes - possibly no" stance, and I|nkatha
contributed to the high percentage polls in Natal with

ent husi astic participation.

But hel ezi said in 1980 at a neeting:

"I say to you bluntly: Do not be ashanmed to enter

the fray at the level of community councils ...

they... are not the vehicles of individua
enrichment. They nust be turned into chariots which
rush us into battle ... | can see in the short and

medi um term bl acks pouring their strength into the

conmunity council system and so joi ning one counci

to another so that the very structure of division is

turned into a mechani smof unity".

In Natal, Inkatha participated in Community Council el ections,
and in 1983 in Ur azi and KwaMashu, the Councils consisted
predom nantly of I|nkatha nmenbers. An interview with a taxi driver
expl ai ned that |nkatha dom nates the Community Councils. "The
peopl e who are not |nkatha yet, have no chance at all of
fighting because Inkatha is a sort of lion against a cat. It’s
ei ther you surrender or just you wal k your own way..." Hes said
that fornerly Um azi had other organisations, particularly the
previ ous Residents’ Association. "Now, here at Um azi, we have

only one organisation. In fact, | can't say they're an
organi sation: that is Inkatha, everybody' s |Inkatha here. W
haven’t got many organi sation; we have only one thing - | nkatha"

I nkat ha’ s predomi nance in Unlazi can be expl ained by the fact
that the South African State allows it to operate. The previous
, progressive and very strong Um azi Residents Association was
smashed by the State and George Sithole, its |leader, is presently
on Robben Island. |nkatha has not been subject to state
harassnment at all.

But Inkatha's readiness to participate in governnent-created

| ocal administrative structures mlitates agai nst support frQm
the townshi p youth and many residents who constitute a crucia
political resource for any organisation claining to be a

i beration novenent.
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| NKATHA 5&9 Egg AEQ

But hel ezi insists that Inkatha enbodies the ideals of the ANC
that was forned in 1912. It also adopted the colours, adapted the
uni form and devel oped the rhetoric the ANC used during the
Passi ve REsi stance Canpai gn. Buthel ezi has made it a point to co-
opt as nmany ex-nenbers of the ANC as possible into Inkatha - even
into | eadership positions within the nmovenent. This includes

Bi shop Zul u, Sel by Msi mang, Lugongol o-M ol o, Hyaci nth Bhengu, and
But hel ezi hi nmsel f, anobngst others.

From 1975, Inkatha clained it had the bl essings of the ANC, as
wel |l as representing a continuation of the tradition of the ANC
fromthe 19505. Wiile it never at that stage challenged the ANC
as the nost powerful liberation force, it did however, insist on
its status as an inportant |iberation novenent. In address riot-
torn Soweto in 1976, Buthelezi said that the exiled |iberation
forces are "brothers committed to the sane cause for |iberation
as ourselves. Proof of our sincerity is that we are officially
engaged in dialogue with the ANCin exile and with the PAC in
exile". In Novenber 1976, he met Aiver Tambo in Nigeria, and in
1977, Potlaka Leballo of the PAC in Dar es Sal aam He insisted
that their only differences were over strategies.

The next phase of Buthelezi’'s diplomatic clains was to insist on

an equality with the ANC and PAC. "I am aware that the OAU
recogni ses the ANC and PAC as organi sati ons which represent South
Africa, but for the average blacks, this recognition... does not
contribute to the struggle at honme.” ..."It is the ANC s
responsibility to mllions of South Africans to give us the
opportunity to avert ... a race war". Later he accused the ANC of

not havi ng "sought consensus before they conmmtted thenselves to
lines of violent action".

By August 1979, Buthel ezi was al ready "denandi ng recognition from
the ANC'. He also singled out an official of the London-based
International Defence and Aid Fund, Horst Kleinschm dt, who he
accused of being "a junior spokesnan for the ANC', as being
responsi ble for the remark that "I (Gatsha) amintroducing into
South African politics the Bishop Abel Mizorewa factor ... |
demand fromthe ANC to say clearly whether what Kleinschm dt says
is correct"”.

But hel ezi said too that "Qur brothers and sisters in exile nust
understand that they will alienate thenselves fromus if they
deal with international forces w thout consulting us and taking
us into their confidence. They nust own up to the fact that the
people in the country are those they serve. If they represent
thensel ves as South Africans they nust not believe
paternalitically to those of us who stay on in the country. If
they cease to hear our voice, their attenpts to be arned
liberators will be turned into arnmed banditry ... W have seen
the havoc such armed banditry can do to the oppressed masses in
Zi mbabwe" .



In Cctober 1979, Chief Buthelezi and 17 nenbers of |nkatha,

i ncl udi ng nenmbers of the KwaZul u cabinet and the | eaders of the
Yout h and Wonen’ s Bri gade spent over R30 000 for the honour of
neeting an ANC del egation in London. Buthelezi clainmed, anong

ot her things, that the ANC had acknow edged the | egitinacy of
Inkatha and its strategies for liberation, that the ANC and

I nkat ha woul d forma united from agai nst apartheid, that the ANC
endorsed I nkatha' s use of a honeland platform and that the ANC
gave Inkatha the green light for fighting the comunity counci

el ections. But in a signed statement, O iver Tanbo deni ed aspects
whi ch gave the inpression that certain fundanental principles had
been abol i shed. Oobviously he could not be quoted by the press.
ANC sources were al so reported as saying that Buthel ezi was

cl aim ng endorsenent for what in reality was merely dial ogue.

The decisive break with the ANC seens to have cone after an

I nkat ha del egation net with the ANC representatives, including

A iver Tanbo, in London in 1980. In June 1980, the ANC i ssued a
statement condemning Buthelezi for the role played by Inkatha in
beating up, detaining and harassing the children involved in the
school s’ boycott. This, in conjunction with his refusal to
support the "Free Mandel a Campaign" in 1980, led the ANC to
publicly criticise Buthelezi.

A statenment read out at a conference to | aunch the Freedom Day
Rally in London stated what many people inside South Africa were
thinking: : "Buthelezi has always publicly attacked the very
pillars of our novhnent. More and nore he has been identifying
hinself with the South African government. his action in.calling
on his inpis to harass the children involved in the schoo

boycott at KwaMashu, and for themto attend school, as well as
the fact that he is not ar enthusiastic supporter of the canpaign
to free Mandel a show his attitude. His actions are not those of
someone genui nely supporting our struggle".

Since then, Buthelezi has made constant inplicit and explicit
attacks on the ANC. In 1980, for exanple, he said that he nust
warn all political groupings 'inside and outside this country’
that he would not stand by and watch as the suffering of his
peopl e was exploited for ideological ends. In March 1983,
followi ng the discovery of arns caches in U undi, Buthelez
clainmed that the ANC was attenpting to assassinate him He stated
that the U undi arms caches could lead to inter-ethnic conflict
in South Africa, as the | eadership of the ANC canme fromthe
Transkei, and asserted that the ANC wanted to provoke inter-
ethnic conflict in South Africa, and thereby 'destroy the bl ack
liberation struggle in South Africa . Three days after this

out burst, the Inkatha Central Committee issued a statenent
strongly condemming the 'growi ng evidence of the intention of
the ANCto 'elimnate by violent neans the | nkatha novenent, its
physi cal base at U undi and its | eader, Chief Gatsha Buthel ezi’
The statenent said that |Inkatha would tell blacks in South Africa
that the ANC and not the "white racist reginme’, had becone their
oppressors. The ANC categorically rejected the clains that it was
trying to assasinate Buthelezi. The reason for the accusations
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made by | nkatha can be |located in the denunciation of Buthelez
by the ANC, which is likely to have had a detrinental effect on
But hel ezi’s popularity and credibility, since part of Buthelezi’s
popul arity has been as a result of Inkatha portraying itself as
the "internal w ng’

Dr Dhl onp expl ai ned the tension between the ANC and I nkat ha as
havi ng four aspects: firstly, the fact that the two novenments
follow different strategies which frequently clash; secondly,
"the degree of access to the oppressed nasses causes strain’ -
"Inkatha is an internal liberation novenent in daily

contact with the people; the ANC doesn’t have this

access. This causes tension because the ANC cl ai ns

it is the sole authentic representative of bl ack

people in South Africa, but it is tal king about

people with whomit is not in touch... the ANC feels
unconfortabl e and jeol ous of a nunerically powerful

body |i ke Inkatha."

Thirdly, there is a lack of contact between the two. Dhl ono
stated that when the ANC deci des on a strategy, such as

di sinvestnent, it does not consult with Inkatha. "There is no

pl anni ng and consolidation. Thus the ANC is bound to m sinterpret
Inkatha's political strategies". Finally, Dhlono asserted that
the tension is one of 'political one-uprmanship’, where the ANC
thinks that it rmust be "top dog’ . Inkatha will not accept this,
and 'the people of South Africa will have to choose their |eaders
inafree and fair election’

There are nunmerous further exanpl es where |Inkatha has "attacked
the ANC and accused it of engineering opposition to Inkatha.

But hel ezi said in an interview that he had evi dence to prove that
the ANC had sent funds to a South African independent trade union
to be used for the express purpose of underm ning |nkatha.

Rel ati ons with progressive political groupings within the country
are al so tense

Thus not only has | nkatha increasingly taken an anti-narxi st
stand, but it al so expresses an unprecedented chauvinismin its
approach to the liberation struggle, as a result of its fear of

i mass action that is not under its control and which therefore
m ght achieve ains different to those of Inkatha. This attitude
was reflected in a General Conference Resolution in 1981 which
stated that

" This General Conference ... insists that |eaders of

other liberation novenments and anti-apartheid groups

must consult with our President before enbarking on

any action or progranme which is expected to have

mass countryw de support™

Dr Dhlonp said in 1984 that while there were no politica

di fferences between | nkatha and external m ssion of the ANC
there were clear differences of strategy. He added that |nkatha
was "aware that Chief Buthelezi’s unconmprom sing stand in support
of non-violent change in South Africa was a source of great
frustration for the ANC'. His popularity and Zulu nmlitary



background made himthe only | eader who could nmount an effective
arnmed struggle in South Africa, he said. Inkatha was not prepared
to accept that the ANC was entitled to claimthe self-appointed
status of being the sole authentic political representative of
Africans. Chief Buthelezi told the KwaZulu | egislative assenbly
in May 1984 that the ANC was intent only on seeking power for
itself, and would sacrifice all to establish its supremacy. He
said that the Nkomati accord nmeant that Africa had served notice
that it was unable to "bear the burden of conplying with the
denmands of the ANC', while so-called arnmed struggle "a bonb here
and a bonb there" , would not topple the governnent at this

st age.

Chi ef Buthelezi clained in June 1984 that he regularly consulted
with representatives of the ANC. I n August he said that |nkatha
was the "l argest representative of the ANC tradition propounded
by the fathers of the national |iberation struggle".

In Septenber 1984, it was reported that M Qiver Tanbo, the
ANC s president, had sent a telegramto Chief Buthelezi pleading
with himto stop the violence in Lamontville. Chief Buthel ezi
said that M Tambo had shown in his telegrama wllingness to

tal k about differences of opinion. He added that he would |ike
them both to neet as soon as possible.

| NKATHA' S PCSI TI ON g ARMED STRUGGLE

Wth a rapid increase in the success rate of ANC sabotage from
1979 onwards, a |l ot of pressure devel oped inside Inkatha to
change the approach to arned struggle. Up until then Buthel ezi
repeatedly argued that the mght of the South African governnment
was too strong to be taken on by guerillas. There were few public
acts of sabotage which contradicted him The nmain source for a
nore militant approach was the |nkatha youth.

According to M Nkehli, a Central Committee nmenmber: "The youth in
Inkatha is calling for great change ... the youth is becom ng
nore mlitant, and is frustrated about the narrow ng of options".
But hel ezi stated on the question of the growing mlitancy within
the youth: "rising nmlitancy is as evident in Inkatha s adult
menbership as it is in its Youth Brigade".

Nevert hel ess, a constant thene in Buthel ezi’s speeches,

particul arly when speaking to young people, is that the time' is
not yet ripe for armed struggle. At the Youth Brigade conference
in 1979, for exanple, Buthelezi said that

“I'n certain quarters within our black comunity

"negotiation’ and 'peaceful change’, to which we in

I nkat ha are committed, have al nbost beconme swear

words ... even froma pragmatic point of view we

cannot see how bl acks can pull of violence with all

the forced arrayed agai nst thent.

Speaki ng at a Youth Leadership Training Course in 1978, Buthel ezi



.told trainees that

"Even though | nkat ha understands the inpatience of

the youth and the fact that others had no option but

to choose the arned struggle, the Myvenent believes

that constituency politics and the nobilisation of

the people will bring about change ... | have a duty

to warn you as our youth to be careful, and to nake

a distinction between real bravery and foolish

bravado. W all admre and prai se our brothers and

sisters who have died in jail ... But we have to

adnmt that we have achieved very little by their

suprene sacrifices".

In an interview, Buthelezi said regarding the viability of a none
vi ol ent approach, that Inkatha believes that there is "too much
glib tal k" about the use of violence for political purposes in
South Africa. He asserted that despite the ANC s conmitnent to a
progranmme of violence for nore than two decades, it has achieved
| ess than Inkatha has in its non-violent commitnents. It would
seem that the Inkatha youth have been nore or |ess convinced by
the | eadership that violence as a strategy agai nst the governnent
is not a strategy - for the nmonment. And this is a crucial point,
for in many ways it is an approach used to nollify the youth. But
it must be recognised that the approach condeming arned viol ence
applies only to the question of programmatic armed struggle

agai nst the state; Inkatha uses violence agai nst bl ack opponents
of the nopVement, as can be seen in many exanples in this dossier
although it seldomadmts it. In cases where it has been admtted
(see, for exanple, the Ngoye nmmssacre), it is justified by

But hel ezi as being 'provoked’ and a defense of the integrity of
the novenent and hinself. It has, in other words, been the
product of provocation |eading to rage. He does not, however,
allow others to use this as a justification for viol ence against
the government. He has al so condemed the viol ence of the
townshi ps residents and youth in 1985, which is to npbst eyes,

def ensi ve vi ol ence where residents and youth are protesting
thensel ves from attack by the police and arnmny.

| nkat ha has had an enornmous influence on the ability of Cosas
(Congress of South African Students - now banned) to organise in
Nat al over the past few years. It has also been a strong force in
bl ocki ng the denonstration of opposition to the Bantu education
system whi ch has been the source of so munch conflict in South
Africa.

In 1980, the school boycotts in KwaZulu started in KwaMashu. Wen
the boycotts began, Buthelezi told people that students were
bei ng used by external forces - ranging from’those people in
Reservoir Hlls (an Indian township), the University of Durban
Westville (an Indian university) and the Black Medical School’ to
the South African Comuni st Party and the Soviet Union. Buthel ez
also clained in the press that an unidentified white man was



" payi ng KwaMashu children R10 a day for continuing the boycott.
The claimwas | ater el aborated to a bonus for the school chil dren
if they stoned or burnt busses and buildings. Said a senior

of ficial of Inkatha, G bson Thula: 'The noney was cane from
overseas and was channelled through | awers. It would not be
politically wise to reveal the sources now.’ They never have.

But hel ezi later added to the thesis. He accused three Xhosa

| awyers of agitating the school children because they received

| arge ammounts of noney from overseas for defending cases such as
those of the boycotters. Agreeing with Buthelezi, a nember of the
KLA, a M Sithebe, told the press that Inkatha coul d see who was
"standi ng behind the school uniforns of the children. It snells
i ke Poswa, |ike Mkenge (later to die at the hands of unknown
assassi ns) and Skweyiya...This is very dangerous. W say: ’'Hands
of f our children’. They just want to destroy so they can scavenge
on what is left.’” Another KLA nember, M M A Nzuza al so backed
up Buthelezi’s allegations. He told the KLA that he heard one of
these | awyers say: "One sleeping Xhosa |awer is worth ten Zulu

| awyers’. Then he added: ’'There you have the notivation. They
think the Zulus were easy prey.’ Besides these tribali st

' accusations, there were still nmore. One Indian journalist,
accused of stirring up the students, was warned by nane: ’You
nust be very careful. You are near the Indian Ccean and the

I nkat ha current is very strong.

At the sane time Buthelezi stated that there was very little
wong with Bantu Education, and vehenmently attacked the boycotts.
Gscar Dhl omp, the KwazZulu M nister of Education and Cul ture,
said: 'We do not believe that children have the intellect to

devi se strategi es under which the black man is to be |iberated.
According to students and the press, Buthelezi followed up this
verbal attack on the students by sending in his inpis to attack
boycotting students. They arrived with spears and assegai s,
attacking students in the streets. \Wen students started

def endi ng t hensel ves agai nst attack, a war broke out between the
students and the inpis: fifteen Inkatha people died in the
townshi p. Students began to realise at the tine that sonme of the
I nkat ha nenmbers who had attacked Cosas were al so the parents of
some of the students they were organising. So they then stopped
retaliating, even though the attacks agai nst them continued
unabat ed.

Gscar Dhl onb had said: 'We nust not be blaned for any action we
take agai nst those who are not in school on Mnday (15/5/80). W
must not be blaned if we |ose patience.’ In various court cases
that were brough agai nst |nkatha, students described how t hey
wer e abducted, beaten up, their hones burnt, handcuffed by

prom nent Inkatha officials and their inpis, and taken to U und
where the KwaZul u Legislative Assenbly sits. There, sone students
claimthey were forced to sit behind Buthelezi, who then told his
supporters to hand themto the police. This was ,done. O her
affidavits all eged that supporters of the boycott had their
houses and cars burnt or destroyed. Qthers still were
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asssaul ted. Wbnen signed affidavits that |nkatha nenbers beat
themin their hones with sjanboks. And this was still in 1980.
Yet another affidavit, which was the basis for a court case,
al l eged that a student was taken to an Inkatha rally and beaten
up in front of Buthelezi.
After the boycotts had not died down despite the strength of the
I nkat ha reacti on, Buthel ezi described the boycott as a 'carefully
orchestrated international canpaign agai nst |nkatha, ny
| eadership and this Assenbly.’ He added that 'extra-Natalian
African radical factions’ were attenpting to enbarass the KwaZul u
| eaders by inducing the Zulu children to boycott.
This train of events revealed very clearly how quickly the
"national’ character of |nkatha can di sappear when it feels
threatened or when events and issues overtake it. It also reveals
that, because its national character is only an inmage, that
I nkat ha cannot fit in with the mass struggles that are closest to
Africans in the townships -mainly because it never wages
canpaigns itself at all; never takes up mass issues; and has no
programe chal | engi ng aparthei d. The denmands of the students
were, one woul d expect, basic and acceptable: for a single, non-
raci al, conpulsory and free education systemto replace the
di vi ded, expensive and discrimnatory Bantu education. Finally,
these events reveal ed the structural problemin which | nkatha
finds itself - where nmany of the denocratic demands are nmade to
both it (as the ruler of a homel and) and the government. This is
a feature of Inkatha s choice to operate froma bantustan base
Its repressive response, as well as its ideol ogical argunents,
was very sinmlar to that of the apartheid governnment. It assuned
the repressive role of the state in trying to force children back
to school, and the ideological role in arguing that 'sone
education is better than none’ and 'intimdators and agitators’
inspired by 'Moscow were behind the boycotts anyway. This
response was to repeat itself over and over - against the United
Denocratic Front, against unions |like the National federation of
Workers, against the university students organi sed i nto AZASQO
agai nSt township residents resisting incorporation into KwaZul u
agai nst students once nore, against youth battling to keep the
arny out of the townships, against nourners at Victoria Menge’s
funeral ... The list is al nbst endl ess.
However, for the students at that tine the clash did not end
after they decided to return to school. For, after this intense
battl e waged agai nst the students by Inkatha, students decidedito
forma co-ordinating structure and started Cosas in the school s
in Knamashu. At that stage KwaZulu did not allow any
representation in the schools, and students began to demand
denocratic SRCs. But no sooner had this started than the open
victimsation of Cosas supporters and any one el se supporting the
demand for SRCs cane under attack
In 1981 the | nkatha Youth Brigade had intensified its campaign to
recruit students, and build opposition to Cosas: this was seen as
a direct response to progressive student nobilisation, and a



Vi ci ous canpaign to destroy Cosas was | aunched. Cosas nenbers and
any other students who dared to question Inkatha were victimsed:
Yout h Brigade nenbers spied on students in the schools, and
peopl e had to be very careful about who they spoke to and
trusted. Any person who di scussed Cosas in the schools cane under
attack - many peopl e’'s houses were burned - even if they were
nerely synpathetic to Cosas. Sone of these cases were about to be
brought to court, with sonme individuals being sued for arson, but
Giffiths Mkenge, the |awer for the cases, was assassinated
bef ore the court proceedi ngs began
In late 1981, I|nkatha | essons were introduced in the schools.
Whi | e Cosas had been nonentarily bl ocked from operating openly in
the schools, many students objected to this and challenged it in
a sonewhat unco-ordi nated fashion. The Inkatha | essons were
i ntroduced to students as young as in the Lower Primary School
continuing through to the high schools. Students are forced to
si ng | nkat ha songs, praising Buthelezi; even granmar. |essons
i nvol ve sentence construction using exanpl es of |nkatha and
But hel ezi; poens, high school song competitions, and in socia
studies. (see further on in this section). It was felt by
students that Inkatha used the methods of force and
i ndoctrination to strengthen its organi sation
After 1981/82, the Youth Brigade virtually collapsed: the
chairperson was forced to resign and was openly attacked. In 1982
however, |nkatha Youth continued to attenpt to nobilise support -
stating that they were the internal wing of the ANC. They cl ai med
they had a nenbership of 50 000. Many students had, in fact,
signed up for fear of their lives.
During.the 1982 canpaign for SRCs, the principals demanded that
SRCs be under the control of Inkatha. It seemed that principals of
school s and school inspectors were forced to be | nkatha nenbers,
and intimdated i nto opposi ng Cosas and i ndependant SRC s. Dr
Dhl omo announced in the KLA in 1978 that any teachers who
remai ned outside the anmbit of I|nkatha would be suspect and m ght
not be "entrusted with the fdture of our children... we do need
teachers but certainly not the type who seeningly do not
appreciate the fact that the nation is involved in a liberation

struggle ... those teachers, who are known to the departnent, who
refuse to join Inkatha and who ridicule it and its |leaders in
front of their pupils will not be entrusted to continue

t eachi ng".

However, some principals co-operated with students, hel ping them
seek alternative strategies for their grievances. For exanple,
there were di scussi ons between teachers and students concerning
the ability of students to use the prefect systemto their own
advantage - by converting it to assune the functions of the

envi saged SRCs. This was soon stopped due to pressure exerted by
the Kwazul u Education Departnent, and students that were not
prepared to swear allegiance to Buthelezi were victimsed.
Coupled with' this problemwas the fact that students’ activity
was unco-ordi nat ed



Throughout 1980, 1981 and 82, Inkatha began to sift out the
progressive students and activists fromthe schools. Students
were expelled and had to re-apply for adm ssion, which was only
granted in certain cases. In |late 1982, Cosas was banned in al
the KwazZul u schools, a | ead which the C skei followed and then
the South African governnent. Students began to find out that al
students in KwazZulu schools are automatically nenbers of |nkatha
- whether or not they wished it. The school s pay I|nkatha
menbership fees of RL for each student. However, no-one knew
about this, until sone students discovered their principal’s
recei pt book.
THE NGOYE | NCI DENT
The University of Zululand, popularly referred to as Ngoye, has a
l ong history of conflict and confrontation with |Inkatha and the
KwazZul u adm nistration. There is no doubt that this has been a
thorn in Inkatha's flesh, for the students and Ngoye constitute a
vital group fromwhich future civil servants and professionals
can be drawn into the novenent. |In addition, an "Inkatha canpus"
could play an inportant ideological role in the national student
novermrent as a whole, giving an Inkatha ’1ine’ and input and
thereby potentially influencing students from ot her canpuses as
part of the attenpt to attract support for I|nkatha anbng youth
all over the country.
The failure of Inkatha to win support at Ngoye is indicative of
its failure to attract the nore politicised youth in general and
to have a restraining influence on nore radical politica
gr oupi ngs.
Conflict between Inkatha and the students flared up in 1980
(after nunerous confrontations on the campus in previous years)
around t he graduati on cerenmony, and over the issue of Buthelezi’'s
chancel  orship of the university. The events at Ngoye during this
peri od nmust be seen in the cohtext of the schools boycott during
that year, and in particular the role Inkatha played in
attenpting to break the boycott in KwaMashu and Unl azi
In md-May, a student body neeting adopted a resultion calling on
But hel ezi to restrain |Inkatha supporters fromattending the
graduation cerenony in their uniforns, and requested both the
uni versity and Buthelezi to not allow "traditional warriors arned
with sticks" to be allowed on to the canpus. In essence, their
call was a request to Buthelezi to not turn the graduation
cerenony into an Inkatha rally.
On the day of the graduation cerenony, police were called in by
the university authorities to disperse |arge groups of students
who were assenbling at the entrance gates. Warning shots were
fired, teargas and police dogs were used, and fifteen students
were arrested, shortly before Inkatha inpis arrived "in a nassive
show of force". This happened sone three hours before the
cerenony was due to begin.



-During the graduation cerenony, students were surprised to see
Reggi e Hadebe, SRC President, go up to receive his degree and be
capped by Buthel ezi. As Hadebe left the hall, however, he was
attacked by Inkatha supporters and severely beaten. Several other
students were al so assaulted by Inkatha nenbers. In the viol ence
that followed the cerenmony, the student hall, a science

| aboratory, and the dining hall were burnt down, causing
estimat ed danage of R50 000. The followi ng day the entire student
body staged a sit in, and police were called in to break the
neeting up. Hadebe expressed fears for his life, and told
reporters that he was considering laying a charge of assault.

In the piece de resistance of the entire affair, Buthelez
announced that Hadebe mi ght be prosecuted for allegedly ordering
acts of violence on the campus the previous week, and said that
Hadebe was directly responsible for the attack on | nkatha menbers
on 19 May, where the car of a nenmber of the Central Conmittee, Dr
S. Ngubane was stoned. The irony of this statenent, follow ng the
assault on Hadebe which was w tnessed by dozens of students,
staff nenbers and at | east two newspaper reporters, seems to have
escaped But hel ezi. He went on to praise |Inkatha nmenbers and the
traditional Zulu reginents who had acconpanied himto the canpus
to attend the graduation cerenony.

In his presidential address to the Inkatha General Conference at
U undi in June 1980, Buthelezi referred to the incident at Ngoye
and stated that -

“If I find a conflict between Inkatha s ainms and

obj ectives and our neans of inplenenting those

obj ectives on the one had, and the activity

encour aged or perhaps even tolerated by an

institution such as the University of Zulul and, even

t hrough a consortium of black |ecturers nanipul ated

by a clique of white acadenmics, then | will question
the authenticity of that university in our mdst. |
will have no hesitation in setting about the

establ i shnent of a true university of the people of

Kwazul u if the current state of affairs continues.

We are serious in our political comrtment and we

will not tolerate those who make a nockery of the

mass response to the South African situation which

is found in Inkatha. These are fighting words and

seek a mandate fromthis conference to back these

words up with action if necessary".

At the sane time, the question of Buthelezi’s chancellorship of
the university becane a nmjor issue anpbng the students. A
petition calling for his renmoval as chancellor was submitted to
the university admnistration

It was in the period 1980 and 1981 that two events of
significance to the organi sation of students at Ngoye occurred.
Firstly, the SRC was dissolved. It is unclear as to whether it
was the students’ rejection of the structure of the SRC, or
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ultimately the rector’s action which led to its dissolution. Wat
is clear is that students were unhappy with the constitution of
the SRC and were loath to participate in it until a nore
satisfactory constitution was accepted by the University Council
(and students had consistently been refused access to the
constitution to enable themto work out a new one).

Secondl y, AZASO was banned by the rector from operating on Ngoye
canpus. This meant that AZASO supporters were forced to operate
covertly. Both these actions had an adverse effect on student
organi sation on the canpus - as one student described it : "1981
and 82 were years of political confusion on canpus".

In Cctober 1981, several cars were stoned and the production of a
pl ay was disrupted on the canpus by a group of approximtly 300

| aw students, who were protesting their examresults. Apparently,
"Zulu warriors’ who were in the play attacked the students with
spears. The police were called in, and fifteen students were
arrested. Three days later, at a neeting of the student body, it
was decided to stage a sit-in. Canouflaged policenmen wth dogs
were called in to 'man the canpus’, and students stated that they
woul d consi der boycotting exans the followi ng week if the fifteen
students were not rel eased. Nkabinde' s response to the boycott
was to threaten that students who boycotted |lectures in future
"without valid reasons’ would have their study |oans or bursaries
withdrawn. I n addition he warned students that state subsidies of
boycotters woul d al so be withdrawn. At a university where

approxi mately 95% of the students receive |oans or bursaries, the
possibility of this threat being carried out placed the students
inavery difficult situation

The incidents outline above give a clear indication of Inkatha's
inability to fully win theisupport of Ngoye students. This
failure ultimately led to the bl oody confrontation on the canpus
in October 1983, where Inkatha took a decision to show a nassive
di splay of force and to attenpt to finally assert hegenobny at
Ngoye.

At the beginning of 1983, a nunber of students previously at Fort
Hare and Turfl oop universities registered at Ngoye, follow ng the
expusi on of nmany students fromthose universities in 1982. At
this stage, between forty and fifty students were nenbers of the
Yout h Brigade branch at Ngoye.

At the first fornmal neeting in 1983 of the Youth Brigade branch
on canmpus, was was attended by a nunber of ’'non-Inkatha

students, "Youth Brigade nmenbers vowed to fight agai nst the Xhosa
and Sot ho students, and clainmed that they were polluting the

uni versity. Students at Ngoye reject the concept of race and we
were thus very shocked by this attitude. I|Inkatha places so nmhch
stress on tribalism... you nmust renenber that it is the students
fromMNatal itself that hate Buthelezi the nost. W students do
not accept the structure of the KwaZul u governnment; we do not
accept people who work hand in hand with Pretoria"
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From the beginning of the year, therefore, there was already a
| ot of tension on the campus, a tension that was created by the
Youth Brigade itself.

Thr oughout the first half of the year, students successfully
nobi | i sed agai nst | nkatha, and showed the | ack of support for the
novermrent at Ngoye. On 13 Septenber, a neeting of all the nale
students on the canpus was held to di scuss the geustion of
violence in the hostels. At the neeting, which was chaired by a
menber of the university adm nistration, students called on the
university to ban the Youth Brigade on canpus. Their notivation
for this request was that Inkatha' s stress on tribalismwas
causing tension on the canpUs, which inevitably led to violence.
A few weeks after this nmeeting, runours began to circul ate that
But hel ezi was to address a neeting on the canpus to comenorate
the centenary of King Ceteswayo’ s death.

"When we heard that Buthelezi was conm ng, we knew

that everywhere he goes, his warriors go. The tine

when he was due to cone was a week before exans ...

On the previous three occasions when | nkatha nmenbers

had spoken at neetings, students had clearly and

peaceful |y shown that there was no support for

| nkat ha on canpus.... Two weeks before he was due to
speak, Zulu warriors went into Lanmontville | ooking
for Rev. Xundu, and they beat up people ... we

didn’t want the same thing happening here. Then some

peopl e received threatening letters. Anonynous

noti ces were posted up on the walls, warning us that

peopl e preventing Buthel ezi fromcom ng onto canpus

were chall enging death. Ihe majority of students do

not support Buthelezi, and were therefore scared of

being attacked ..."

In an effort to prevent Buthelezi fromcom ng onto the campus,
students approached the university adm nistrati on and the AZASO
executive for help. AZASO then approached the adm nistration of
the University of Natal and requested the Vice-Chancellor to
attenpt to dissuade Nkabinde fromallowi ng the neeting to be
hel d. According to AZASO, Nkabinde's reply was that he was "aware
of the situation".

During the week before the rally, students were told by cleaners
on the canpus that the | ocal headman had been contacted and told
to tell the nmen in the surrounding areas to armthensel ves and go
to the campus on Saturday norning, the day of the neeting.
Students were searched by university security as they entered or

| eft the campus, and according to a number of students, Nkabinde
was warned by university security to | eave the canpus, ’as

vi ol ence was inevitable.

At a neeting of all students on Friday 28 COctober, a Crisis
Conmittee was el ected and mandated to go i nmediately to Durban in
an attenpt to obtain a court order to prevent the nmeeting from
goi ng ahead. This attenpt was unsuccesful, as their |awers
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advised the Crisis Committee that they did not have substantia
enough evi dence to prove that there woul d be viol ence on on the
canpus if Buthel ezi addressed the nmeeting. After the Crisis
Committee had | eft for Durban, sonme students decided to march to
the university gate and back again. It seens that at this stage
there was a clash between students and Youth Bri gade nenbers.
Nkabi nde called the police in, who attenpted to disperse the
students with teargas and batons. According to one of the
students who nmade statenments to the South African Institute of
Race Rel ations followi ng the incident, the police fired teargas
into the F block of the wonens’ hostels.
"Then the police came to the nens’ hostels ... the
men students were calling themto divert themfrom
the ladies ... Botha was giving orders to the police
to go inside the hostels ... (they) broke w ndows
and doors in C block and E bl ock and put teargas
i nside the wonens’ hostels ... the police then went
to the mens’ hostels again, to New York and Myscow.
(the nanes of two of the hostels). They broke into
the roonms and arrested about eight or ten students
then they threatened that they would cone back

at 8 pmand that we students nust | eave the canpus

.. the police canped next to Bhekuzulu and cars
patroll ed the canpus t he whol e ni ght "

Fol l owi ng the police warning, and terrified of further violence,
a nunber of students left the canmpus that evening, but npst had
nowhere else to go to
The preci se chronol ogy of events on the Saturday are sonewhat
uncl ear as both the students and | nkat ha gave conflicting
reports. The violence was, however, if not planned by I|nkatha,
then at |east predicted. And they cane prepared for it. It is
cl ear that |nkatha was not prepared to brook any interference
with their rally. Fromlate on the Friday afternoon, |nkatha
supporters began arriving on the canpus fromas far afield as
Ladysmith, and as one student pointed out, the Inkatha people
were not searched for weapons when they entered the university
grounds. The vast mgjority of them canme arned.
Vi ol ence flared early on Saturday norning and began whil e many
students were either still asleep, washing or eating breakfast.
The following are some of the coments nmade by students in
interviews and in statenents tothe SAI.RR : -

"I woke up very early on Saturday norning, at about

5.30 am There were already a nunber of buses on the

canpus. | nkatha people were in groups chanting
sl ogans - "W are angry, our hearts are full of

bl ood", and slogans like this. They noved first down
to the wonens’ hostels, and then to the nens’. This
was at about 6 am"

"The warriors nmoved to the female hostels ... they
were chanting "we want Xhosas and Sot hos out" and
called on Zulu students to join them... stone
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throwing started ... nobst of the students ran into
the hostels ... the warriors went into various
hostels ... there were nmany warriors; they went into
New York on to all the floors, stabbing and beating
students. They were egged on by Inkatha wonen and
children".

"The whol e of New York, which is seven stories high
was a nmess - wi ndows were broken, doors broken down,
books torn”

"I could see what was happening - | know that the

I nkat ha people had a |ist of people that had

di srupted Dhlonmp’s neeting. The doors were broken
down of the roons of political students..."

"I't nust have been well planned as |nkatha knew
where they were heading. On the fourth floor were
nost of the active political students ... they also
broke into roons and | ooked at the stickers and
posters students had in their roonms and danmaged
roons with "Free Mandel a" stickers in them.."

"The canpus security did nothing - this went on for
nearly an hour before the police intervened. And do
you know, not one single |Inkatha person was

arrested".
"Students had run into new York as it was the | ast
block - | was left standing in the middle and ran

away into the bushes - they followed us there ..

afterwards many students were found badly stabbed,

lying in the bushes".

"I saw a body being thrown out of one of the floors

of New York..."

"There was just bl ood everywhere, broken w ndows,

smashed doors. The warriors had assegais, knives and

kieries ... afterwards we found a bed in New York

that had assegais thrown into it".

One of the students who was killed, Fumane Marivate, was
specifically singled out by the Youth Brigade because of 'the
promi nent role he played in disrupting Dhlonmo’s speech. According
to eye witnesses, the Inkatha youth assaulted Marivate until he
was semni -consci ous, then dragged hi m outside and hung hi m upsi de
down froma tree and beat himuntil he died. According to an

| nkat ha nenber quoted in the Sunday Tines, the |nkatha Wnens’
Bri gade surrounded the wonens’ hostel and assaulted woren
students who would not join in chanting "Buthelezi is our

| eader”. Students nmaintain that those students who were already
injured, some of themvery badly, were nade to sing and dance
prai ses to But hel ezi

“I't was all over by about 8 o' clock. There were
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injured people lying all over ... we had to use our

own cars to get people to doctors".

Four students were killed, and approximatly 113 injured, at |east
fifteen seriously. The injuries sustained by students were nostly
stab wounds. Phot ographs of the dornitories showed beds stained
with blood, walls sneared by bl ood, seriously wounded students
hol di ng t henmsel ves up, and systematic destruction of student

bel ongi ngs. It was described in sone newspapers as 'a massacre’
The public response of Buthel ezi and Inkatha as a whole to the
vi ol ence was predictable. In a statement to nmenbers of the KLA,
But hel ezi expressed deep regret at the violence. He said that he
depl ored vi ol ence and had always tried to lead the youth into
denocratic and non-vi ol ent behaviour. He then went on to "put the
events which took place at the University of Zululand into their
proper perspective”

"Wth a cultural event such as the one Inkatha

students planned at the University, it is natura

for young people to travel fromgreat distances to

attend the functions. The nenmbers of the |nkatha

Yout h Brigade began arriving on Friday and they

continued arriving throughout the night, and filled

with pride at being part of a conmenoration of our

great King Ceteswayo, they marched around the canpus

singing patriotic songs and expressing the joys of

youth. | can inmagi ne the deep sense of shock that.

they experienced when cliques of students began

abusing me within their hearing. These cliques of

m schi ef makers who had been plotting the viol ence

that erupted deliberately goaded the |nkatha youth

gat hering on the canpus by singing derogatory songs

and saying "Gatsha is a dog, Gatsha is a shit"

our youth are sons and daughters of a warrior nation

and they had gone to the university to conmenorate

one of the greatest warriors in Zulu history, and

the sinple fact of the matter is that this violence

so carefully plotted, so carefully orchestrated and

so cunni ngly executed produced the inevitable
count er-vi ol ence".

He went on to accuse COSAS, SASO and various staff menbers at
Ngoye of bei ng behind the incident:

"M Deputy Speaker Sir, Honourable Menbers, | know

t he background to the formation of Cosas. It was

fornmed as a front organisation for the ANC s nission

inexile. It is not representative of Black youth

and South Africa will yet be witness to the fact

that I nkatha youth rank anongst the country’s nost

determ ned freedomfighters, and that the netal in

their hearts, the deep conmitnent they have in the

struggle for liberation, is not the commtnent of

cowardi ce.- On Saturday our youth did no nore than

defend ny honour and the honour of His Majesty the

King. In any circunstances it is tragic for youth to
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be involved in violence. W deeply regret the

vi ol ence which occurred on Saturday. Qur youth were

faced with viol ence and woul d have been mai med and

perhaps even killed if they could not fend for

thensel ves. W hope that it is now abundantly cl ear

that they can in fact do so".

I n anot her speech given on the |Inkatha Youth Brigade, he said,
"What transpired at Ngoye on the 29 Cctober | ast

year nmust be laid in | arge nmeasure on the doorstep

of Cosas. Cosas has got no national strategy for

yout h: Cosas does not nobilise the youth, of the

country. they have got no arnoury of politica

weapons agai nst apartheid. Facing the wath of the

South African Governnent nakes them quake with fear

and they run helter skelter in every direction to

escape the real responsibility of Black South Africa

to tackle apartheid as the first and forenost target

of those involved in the Black struggle ..

Cosas ... dance to the tune of those who sit and sip

whi skey in London, New York, Mscow and ot her

capitals of the world. Cosas has no rea

organi sation. Cosas’ |eadership thrive only on the

nefarious activities of creating discord. O all the

yout h groups in the country, they are by far the

nost bent upon creating Bl ack/Bl ack confrontations.

Every time Cosas makes a nove, the South African

CGovernment, the South African Arny, the South

African Police Force, smle with pleasure. Cosas is

undertaki ng the South African Governnent’'s dirty

wor k of dividing Black political forces and setting

Bl ack brother upon Bl ack brother and Bl ack sister

upon Black sister ... It is deeply tragic that Cosas

is msleading some of our youth into believing that

| and I nkatha are easy options..."

COURT EViI DENCE 9E | NTI M DATi ON g! | NKATHA

I nkat ha’ s use of violence, intinidation and underhand tactics are
well illustrated in a court case in which three applicants
chal l enged I nkatha's activities - this was the first time such a
chal | enge to I nkatha had been nmade publicly and legally. Thet
three applicants were Thenba Matha, a scholar at Muvel e Hi gh
M B.S. Ngobese, nmenber of the KwaMashu C vic and Rat epayers,
Associ ation; and Ms S. Kubheka, a typist and resident in
KwaMashu. The respondents were Buthelezi; M G E. Bengu, |nkatha
regi onal chairman for KwaMashu and KwaMashu's representative in
the KLA, Rev. C.H Mgadi, Inkatha regional secretary in
KwaMashu; and M S.S. Logungol o- Mol 0, chairman of the KwaMashu
Counci| and an |nkat ha nenber.

In his affidavit to the Court, Matha stated that on the night of
28 May, he was asleep at his hone when he was woken up and
ordered to acconpany a group of about then men arned with sticks,
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sj anboks and knobkieries. These nen threatened to assault shis
not her when she asked them when Moat ha woul d be rel eased, and the
fam |y was under the inpression that the men were plainclothes
pol i cenmen. The nen al so denanded that Matha's sister acconpany
them and they were taken to the garage of M Bengu, where they
were told they would be interrogated. They were then handcuffed
and put into a conbi, under guard, and driven to the 'C section
of fices in KwaMashu, where they were taken into the hall and

mar ched onto the stage. It was at this point that Mdatha noticed
the other applicants, who had al so been detai ned.

"All the while | was terrified and apprehensive that

sone harmwas to be inflicted on us, nore especially

as it seened that the nob was aggressive and kept

maki ng remarks to the effect that they were going to

teach us the | esson of our lives".

During the course of the evening, groups of nen kept entering and
| eaving the hall and a nunber of children were 'frog-marched in
under guard. At one stage Rev. Mgadi and Councill or Mhize cane
into the hall, and according to Mdatha appeared to be in charge.
Moat ha was refused permission to talk to Mgadi

At approximately four o clock in the norning, the children were
| oaded into a conbi, sone of themstill handcuffed, and were
under the inpression that they were being taken to the Veral um
police station, where they would be detai ned. They were then told
that they were being taken to Uundi. They arrived in U und
shortly before eight o' clock and were taken to the I|nkatha

of fices, and then to the KLA where they were made to sit in the
public gallery i medi ately behi nd But hel ezi .

"A neeting was in progress and nenbers of the KLA

were all present. | then saw Councillor Mhize speak

to the congregated Assenbly. He stated that the

inciters to the riot had been apprehended. Upon

hearing this the Assenbly burst out in shouts. | and

ny conpanions feared for our lives thinking that we

were going to be sunmarily dealt with by nenbers ofl

the Assenbly".

Fol |l owi ng further conments by Mhize and But hel ezi, the Chief

M ni ster announced that the pupils would be handed over to the
KwaZul u police. Later that afternoon they were taken back to
KwaMashu, but when they arrived they were taken to an | nkatha
neeting, and not to their hones. At this stage they were stil
under guard.

"The meeting then progressed and we were all made to

gi ve our nanmes and addresses and the school s which

we attended. Various nenbers at this neeting spoke

out accusing us of being agitators ... thereafter

each speaker who took the floor stated that we were

chasing children out of schools. Threats were then

made that our houses would be burnt down and that we

woul d be taken and beaten to death".

They were finally rel eased just before m dnight.

Moat ha then went on to state that since their rel ease, they had
been reliably infornmed that on 1 June an |Inkatha neeting at
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Urzuvel e resolved to round up the chil dren behind the boycott and
taken themto the police. This neeting was chaired by the fourth
respondent. Mbatha al so drew the court’s attention to the fact
that there had been violent incidents in KwaMashu where houses
had been attacked, and that Inkatha vigilantes were roaning the
streets of KwaMashu at night and attacki ng people.

"My family as well as ny close associ ates and

intimate friends are living in fear of our lives and

realise that the police are inpotent to act in the

present situation nore especially in that we suspect

that the Inkatha novenent exercises trenmendous

i nfluence in police channels..."

Moat ha stated that he believed that Inkatha was intent on
stanping out "all forms of opposition and other denocratic formns
of expression where these are in opposition to the Inkatha
novenent", and that the novenent was determi ned to cause him
grevious bodily harm- "even if this means disposing of us

per manent | y".

M Ngobese testified that he had been the chairman of the Loca
Resi dents Association of "G' Section, KwaMashu, for seventeen
years, but that in 1980 foll owi ng an announcenent by the Ward
Councillor that only Inkatha nenbers could be elected as a

Resi dent Chai rman, decided not to stand for re-election

Foll owi ng this, he was threatened with viol ence by Rev. Mgadi
and on 3 June that year, his house was extensively damaged by a
group of armed nen. He stated that Inkatha was intent on using
vi ol ence agai nst those prom nent menbers of the public who were
opposed to the novenent

"As | amregarded as a prom nent nenber of the

public in KwaMashu and am not a nmenber of the

I nkat ha novenent, | fear and verily believe that
menbers of this nmovenent will assault and injure
ne. "

Si nbongi | e Kubheka descri bed attacks on her famly by Inkatha
nenbers, pointed out that she was not a student and that, far
from being an instigator of the boycott, believed that the
boycott emanated fromthe students thensel ves, who were

di ssatisfied with the educational system She stated that she
feared that

"menbers of Inkatha will further incite one another

agai nst nysel f and ot her young people as well as the

ot her applicants herein, who have al ready been

accused of being instigators of the boycott ... At

present nmenbers of |nkatha, including some of the

respondents herein have formed vigilante groups

which are patrolling the streets in KwaMashu ..

these peopl e conduct thensel ves as though they are

the law unto thensel ves".

Kubheka can not be accused of exaggeration in this regard; in
addition to the evidence of assaults and attacks on hones of
anti -1l nkatha people, contained in the various affidavits, a week
bef ore the appeal was brought before the Suprenme Court, and two



days before the alleged attack on M Bengu' s home, Buthel ez
hinself called for the creation of black vigilante groups to
"protect buildings" and said that these vigilantes shoul d "shoot
to kill" if they found anybody "interfering” wth buildings.

What energed fromthe affidavits submitted to the Court, was that
a situation of open conflict had devel oped between | nkatha and
KwaMashu resi dents opposed to the novenent, and that this
conflict had extended beyond the boycotting pupils to include
parents and synpat hi sers.

M S. Bagwa, for exanple, told the Court that on 4 June he was
woken by a nei ghbour at approximately el even o' clock at night.
The nei ghbour told himthat he had been approached by certain
students who wanted sl eepi ng accommpdati on as they coul d not
sleep at their hones for fear of being assaulted by I|nkatha
menbers. He was apprehensive, since he felt that, should he give
shelter to the pupils, he would al so be assaulted. The foll ow ng
day, M Bagwa was one of a group of concerned residents who
approached the KwaMashu police and spoke to the Stati on Commander
to appeal to himto exert nore pressure on the perpetrators of
the violence in an attenpt to put a stop to their actions. That
evening, on his way hone, M Bagwa was set upon by a group of

I nkat ha nmen armed wi th knobkieries and assegais. He said that he
believed that the attack had occurred because "I have allied
nyself with efforts to afford protection to individuals
threatened by Inkatha."

A Durban attorney, Aubrey Nyenbezi, who was al so anpbnst those who
approached the police, told reporters that "The viol ence has
reached epidenmi c proportions. There are crowds of people hunting
in vigilante groups. Several children are sleeping out in the
vel d because they are scared they will be caught at their hones
and beaten up".

Bengu, the KwaMashu | nkat ha chai rman, responded by bl am ng "ANC

i nspired youths and adults" for attacks on the hones of Inkatha
nmenbers. He said that |nkatha supporters were providing
protection for pupils who wanted to attend school w thout being
intimdated, and he stressed that this was at the wi sh of parents
of children in KwaMashu.

After hearing the affidavits of the respondents, M Justice
Howard granted an interiminterdict in favour of the applicants.



| NKATHA ggg SEE 92:

The United Denocratic Front (UDF) had to be aware that it would
cone to naught wi thout Inkatha support, Chief Buthelezi said in
April 1984 in the KwaZul u assenbly. Reading from a panphl et

al l egedly issued by the UDF about |nkatha, he said that it was a
"malicious lie' by those who had nothing to offer themselves to
stigmati se Inkatha as a Zulu tribalistic organisation. The UDF
.stood in real danger of becom ng only a paper organi sation
living on the | abours of the office-bearers of its affiliates.
In May 1984, one of the UDF' s presidents, M Archie Qunmede, (73)
was knocked unconsci ous by | nkatha supporters at a May Day
neeting at Enpangeni (Natal). Chief Buthelezi expressed regret at
M G@unede’s injuries, but denied that they were necessarily
caused by Inkatha supporters. M Gunede clainmed that the

di fferences between |nkatha and the UDF were not of his nmaking,
and that Inkatha appeared to view the |iberation struggle as its
"sole preserve', regarding others as '"interlopers creating
divisions in the ranks of blacks’. He argued that while the UDF
was a broadly based non-racial national novenent, |nkatha was an
exclusively black organisation with l[ittle support outside Natal.
In Septenber 1984, follow ng an incident in which shots were
fired at the cars of Inkatha nenbers, the chairwonman of the
Worren’ s Brigade, Ms Abbie Mhunu, blaned the UDF and said that
the organisation was 'out to kill us’. In October, addressing the
Wmen' s Brigade conference, Chief Buthelezi criticised the UDF
for a concern with 'high-profile nmedia politics’ instead of

nmobi lising 'rank-and-file forces’. He said that it was cowardly
of the UDF to deny connections with the ANC, when the two bodies
"were the same"

In 1983, Buthelezi’'s position on the emergence of the UDF and
National Forumwas : "Qur view of the UDF and NF will be

determ ned by the extent to which they neet the demands of

i beration by co-operating with us and ot her organi sations".
Chi ef Buthelezi claimed that because the ANC was unable to use

I nkat ha as an internally-based surrogate, it had set up the UDF
in order to destroy |Inkatha. He accused the UDF of attenpting to
create 'no-go’ areas for himin Natal. Speaking at an Inkatha
conference inlJune, Chief Buthelezi said that the UDF was doing a
grave disservice to liberation by 'posturing as chanpi ons’ of
unity, and yet failing to achieve unity as promsed. It was
"tragic’ that UDF affiliates had 'nmade denigration of Inkatha a
prime task’, he said.

| NKATHA 5E9 TOMNSHI P UNREST

| hkat ha aha Jarac

During 1984, there was considerable friction between |nkatha and
the Lanontvill e-based Joint Rent Action Commttee (JORAC), an



affiliate of the UDF. Cashes in July and August in Lanontville
and Hambanathi resulted in six deaths. Lanontville, a township in
Dur ban, was due to be incorporated into KwaZulu by the South
African government, a nove which the residents opposed. Chief

But hel ezi bl amed the ANC for the unrest in Lamontville. "The
probl enms of Lanontville revolve around the divisive tactics of
the mission in exile working in cahoots with their surrogates’,
he sai d.

In Lamontville, students are increasingly identifying Inkatha
with the police. Repression has been getting so bad in the are
that students do not even have to go on boycott to be attacked.
In August this year, police barged into classroons, firing
teargas and rubber bullets and |l ashing out wth sjanboks. Not
even the teachers escaped unhar nmed.

"The school is a double storey. So when police tried to get

i nside students tried to escape by junmping off the first floor,"
said a |l ocal student. "Qthers are getting injured, wth broken

| egs, others are paralysed, others ran away to the road near the
school . The police just want to cl ose down the school”, said one
SRC nenber. "They say education is making us too nmilitant."

The students are not suprised. Lanontville has |ong been a
stronghol d of progressives. The cl assroons have UDF posters and
SASPU NATI ONAL clippings on the walls. O her schools in
Lanontville have come out strongly in support. SRC nenbers at
Mwel ase Secondary School in Lanontville said they were boycotting
their trial examinations in solidarity with Lamontville Hi gh

students: "If students at that school are injured we too are
victins. We are inplenenting our slogan "An injury to one is an
injury to all'", they said

"Al so, teachers had organised a trip to Swaziland to disorgani se
students so we cancelled the trip. It is not good for us to
recreate while our | eaders are being killed." He was talking
about the many attacks which | nkatha has | aunched on community

| eaders. Anot her student added: "W are saying one thing -

I nkat ha and the police will not stop our struggle for liberation
This is not the first tinme our |eaders are being attacked by

| nkat ha. They and the police have repeatedly attacked us and our
parents.’

The story is told of the Yengwa famly. The Yengwa fam |y of
Lanontville had just gone to bed when all hell broke |oose. Ms
Yengwa heard her son shouting from across the road so she pulled
open the curtains. She saw nen in bal acl ava’s throw ng buckets of
petrol onto the w ndows.

“I'n the wink of an eye all the wi ndows were aflane, followed by a
petrol bomb”, Ms Yengwa told SASPU NATI ONAL. M's Yengwa was a
nmenber of Inkatha and presently a nenber of the Natal Organistion
of Wonmen and the Lanontville Parent’s Commttee (Lapec). "W
could not save anything. Al the wi ndows had flanes. Each tine
you tried to escape they kept on shooting with shotguns. The very



same guns the police use. W could not nove because they see you
in the wi ndow and they shoot. The choice was ours - either to die
fromfire or frombullets. W had to nove fromone corner to

anot her when it got hot. There were seven of them say ny

nei ghbours. After burning the house and the car they waited.
Nobody coul d save us because when ny nei ghbours tried to help
they kept on shooting at them W could not even get help from
our nei ghbour. She is a community councillor and a nenber of

I nkatha. | know she is well armed as she has shot at people
before. | don’'t know how they were saved. My husband was hit with
11 bullets and ny daughter uncountable bullets. She was hit in
the stomach and the doctors renoved many from her intestines. She
is still bad but off danger. They only |eft when they thought we
were dead. W had stopped crying and were quiet so they were sure
no-one could have |lived. Then we heard footsteps. The nei ghbours
saw a white konbi and one other. Two konbi’s for only seven
peopl e? They wanted to nake sure they could get away. They put
out the fire that had damaged everything in my bedroom"

M's Yengwa did not want to say who she thought was responsible.
"Even if | know very well, | can't say it to the newspapers. And
| do know very well. Even if she has not done it with her own
hands she has baked the bread. It is connected to other UDF

burni ngs. Ever since the Menge funeral you don’t know who is
dyi ng now. Even if some-one is your eneny he takes advantage of
the situation."”

But other people in Lanontville were quiet prepared to say who
they thought was responsible. "It was |Inkatha. The newspapers are
saying it is unknown who is responsible. But we know very well.
This is the work of |nkatha", one said. "Ever since we chased
them from Lanontville they have been deternmined to get us."

The Vaal Upri sings

In_ Cctober 1984, Chief Buthelezi described the conflict in the
Vaal Triange townships as ’understandabl e but m sdirected
Speaki ng at the Shaka Day cel ebrations in Katlehong, the chairnman
of Inkatha's economc commttee, M S Chonco, expressed disgust

at the ’black-on-black confrontations and suggested that people
unite for a peaceful solution to South Africa’ s problens.

333 Noyember Stayaway

In Novenber 1984, Chief Buthel ezi accused the organisers of the
two mllion strong two-day stayaway in the Transvaal of dividing
Africans and harmi ng the cause of |iberation. He also accused the
organi sers of turning to intimdation and viol ence agai nst fell ow
Africans when their campaign did not succeed. Wite

i ntransi gence, he said, would have to be taught a | esson (by
Africans enploying their power of |abour and their consumer

power. Chief Buthelezi said that he wanted to nmake the point that
African organi sati ons that were not nenbership based, but, |ike
the UDF, relied on affiliation, did not speak for the broad
masses when they called for stay-at-home protests.

Chi ef Buthel ezi alleged that the "UDF national |eadership, before
3



a
the UDF threw its weight behind the stay-away, used an under hand
power-play to deceive the world that the stay-away was
denocratically decided". He told a rally at the Jabul ani Stadi um
in Soweto that the the South African government woul d not be

t oppl ed overnight, and that those who though that they could
easily nake the country ungovernable were "vain in their
stupidity". Chief Buthelezi later rejected a public appreciation
of his stand agai nst violence nade by the State President, M PW
Bot ha. He disnissed allegations of '"political collusion, and
added that he had not noved 'one inch’ fromhis known stand

agai nst apart hei d.

Nat al Conmunity action

A viol ent canpai gn has been launched in Inmbali to rid the
townshi p of UDF and youth activists. Petrol bomnbs, automatic
rifles, spears and knobki eri es have been used in attacks in which
at |least two people have been killed, nmany hones, taxi's, and
private vehicles have been destroyed, and the Federal Seninary
has been forced to close early.

The canpai gn of violence dates back to a DET neeting in August at
whi ch ways of ending the two-week ol d school boycott were

di scussed. Sources at the neeting claimthat prom nent |nkatha
nmenbers from I nbali blaned the boycott and Sarntol solidarity

' action on progressive teachers and nmenbers of the Inbali Gvic
Associ ation. That evening, the 18th August, |CA chairperson
Robert Dumas had his house attacked and his car burned.

Menbers of the Inbali Youth Organi sati on, who were present, say a
group of eight nen including an | nkat ha menber naned Zondi, and
the sons of another prom nent |nkatha nenber and community
councillor, Auretha, petrol-bonbed the house and shouted that
they were going to get "Duma, the dog!" The next day, Monday, a
mnority of Inbali parents tried to force their children back to
school . At Siguongueni H gh School a student was stabbed when she
refused to enter the school

Monday al so saw the start of Inkatha attacks on taxi-ownersi who
were accused of siding with the students. A group of nen,

(i ncluding known | nkatha nmenbers with first-nanes Fakazi and
Mandl a) set up a road-block at the entrance to Inbali and stopped
taxi’s fromentering. Angry commuters were forced to wal k hone
fromthe roadbl ock. They were told "if the bosses can't enter
then why should the taxi’s be allowed to take you to your door?"
Later in the day, taxi operators and youth group nenbers joi ned
forces and | aunched a conmando-style attack on the group to

di sperse them Police, despite a strong presence in the township
deni ed know edge of the roadblock at the main entrance to Inbali.
On Tuesday night Inkatha clainmed their first killing. This was in
line with their chants - now familiar in the township - of "we
don’'t attack houses, we kill the dogs." Cosas nenber Matshwetshe
Zondi di ed when a group of nmore than fifty arned | nkatha nenbers
attacked him Wtnesses say the nob had grouped near the house of
conmunity councillor Auretha earlier, claimng they were | ooking



for Zondi as he was guilty of manufacturing petrol bomnbs. They
left, and returned soon after chanting victory slogans such as
"we have killed the dog".

The war agai nst taxi-owners neanwhile intensified. On this sane
ni ght they received a nessage that one of their conductors had
been killed in Ml ankosi Road. A convoy of taxis, sent to

i nvestigate, was greeted with a volley of automatic gunfire
emanating fromthe vicinity of I|nkatha nmenber Auretha. One person
was killed and 5 injured. A nunmber of taxis were burnt out.
Police, who arrived within 4 mnutes, confirned that combis had
been burned but denied that there had been gunfire.

On Thursday Kenneth D aldla (a taxi-owner and vice-chair of the
Imbali Civic Association) and Musi M huyane ( a taxi-owner) were
harrassed by Auretha and other armed men in a KD registered car
The taxi-owners drove to the Plessislaer Police Station to report
the harassnment but were instead arrested by security police and
charged with public violence. No arrests of any I|nkatha nenber
has yet occurred

On Sunday, the 25 August, a neeting of a few hundred men arned
with spears and allegedly with Ri’s was held in Inmbali Comunity
.Hall. At this nmeeting, Kwa-Zulu np M V.B. Ndl ovu, urged the
conmunity to get rid of the Federal Sem nary, who were accused of
formenting the unrest, and of harbouring crimnals. (ICA

Chai rperson Duma had sought refuge there).

That afternoon 100 armed nen, |ed by Ndl ovu, Pakkies (Inkatha
menber and Mayor of Inbali) and Jel e (Chairperson of Inkatha's

I mbali branch) marched on Fedsem and told the President, Dr
Myoj o, that the seminary had to be enpty by the next Friday or
else "it would be burnt to the ground." The seninary decided that
it was wise to close early for the Septenber vacation. In the
nmeanti me they brought an urgent interdict against Ndlovu and the
others, restraining themfrom causi ng any damage.

VWen asked for comment, Jele clainmed that "he was invol vedyas a
resident of Inbali, not as an |nkatha nmenber". Pakkies al so

deni ed any | nkatha involvenent. "It is the comunity, and that

i ncl udes me, who want the troubl emakers out." The interdict has
been opposed. It was heard in the Suprene Court on 18 Septenber.
Residents of Inmbali claimthey are being forced to pay Rl each
towards the costs of defending the interiminterdict against the
| nkat ha nenmbers, M PC Pakkies and M V.B. Ndl ovu. "People have
been going around Inbali with a |loud-hailer telling residents
they nust pay Rl towards the case between Pakki es Ndl ovu and the
Federsal Semi nary. Because these sanme peopl e have been invol ved
in attacks on school -children, union and youth activists,
residents are fearful that if they don’t pay the levy they wll
al so be attacked," said a nmenber of the Consunmer Boycott
Conmittee in Pietermaritburg. M Pakki es deni es know edge of the
R1 donati on.

Uni oni sts, students and political activists in Pitermaritzburg



claimunrenitting viol ence agai nst them by | nkatha nenbers. Many
have left the township and are staying with Indian, coloured and
white denocrats in the relative safety of the town. They have
decided to take |l egal action against |nkatha. "Although this may
be expensive," says a prom nent UDF activist,"this seens to be
the only way to defend ourselves and our fanilies against these
thugs who are heavily arned and able to operate at will in the
townshi p. The police, who are usually so quick to the draw, seem
strangely paral ysed when it conmes to stopping |Inkatha nmurders.”
Al t hough nobst activists are no longer living in Inbali, their
famlies are still the targets of intimdation. The wife of one
activist, who works as a nurse at Edendal e Hospital, was

assaul ted at the weekend and may | ose one eye after being

st abbed. The nother and father of the Inbali Youth Organisation's
vi ce-chair have been given until Friday to get out of the
townshi p or have their house burned down.

According to Mdl ands UDF Secretary, Sikhunbuzo Ngwenya, "the
government is behind it all. They couldn’t break the unity of the
wor kers, students, teachers and parents as regards the consuner
boycott or school boycott. They felt isolated and so found a
group of people under Auretha (and Inkatha) to create an interna
clash in the townshi ps. Wiy has nothing been done to stop

| nkat ha? They’ ve burnt houses and taxis. They have killed people.
They man roadbl ocks. And often they are seen talking to the
Comunity Councillors,” said Ngwenya

"Things are difficult because we are dodging the forces - the
system and I nkatha. But the struggles are creating unity and
strengt heni ng people’s resolve. Parents are now upset at what's
happeni ng. They are supporting the ICA - the authentic voice of
the community. Inkatha on the other hand is weak. They have to
use outside forces to assist in their reign of terror. Despite
the fact that our activists are in hiding, there are nany other

| evel s of people to carry the struggle forward," said Ngwenya.
"This is in great part due to the education work of Cosas."

X



| NKATHA, THE UDF AND THE TOMNSHI P UPRI SI NGS

The recent clashes in the Durban area between |nkatha and UDF has
a long and complicated background. However,v some of the factors
can be explained by |ooking at the 'incorporation’ issue. KwaZulu
and But hel ezi have for a long time been trying to get control of
sonme of the townships surroundi ng Durban. They are both a source
of potential support, as well as a potential source of incone for
the KwazZul u admi ni stration. The South African government also
wants their incorporation into KwaZulu. It does not want the
political, adm nistrative and econoni c headache of running those
townshi ps. In addition, sone of the townships are well -organised
by progressive groups (such as those in the Hambanat hi/
Lanontville area). ’

One of the Durban townshi ps which has been a target for

i ncorporation is Inanda, where the nost recent clashes have taken
pl ace. In Durban, there are nore people squatting in shacks than
living in houses. More than a quarter of a million of these
squatters live in Inanda. Wen the first Indians were rel eased
fromlIndenture in Natal, they bought [and and settled in Inanda.
The | arge sprawl i ng houses that were built then are still there -
the only solid structures in a sea of shacks, in which African
and Indian squatters live side by side in appalling conditions.
Unenpl oynent is at | east 45% squatters queue to buy water from
wat er tankers, and each shack nmust organise its own sewerage

di sposal - not even a bucket systemis laid on

Hal f of | nanda has been incorporated into Kwazulu. The rest is

' SChedul ed for incorporation, but one of the causes of delay is
the ownership of 20% of the land by Indians. 80%of land is owned
by Africans, but as long as there .is Indian | and-ownership

i ncorporation cannot go ahead. Indian |and-owners claimthere
have been nany pressures on themto | eave. For exanple, they say
that at the height of the drought, the Health Departnents was
trying to force themout by requiring they provide sewerage and
water for their squatter tenants, while they clainmed African

| andl ords were not subject to the sane pressure.

Earlier this year, Indian |and-owners got letters fromthe

Depart ment of Co-operation and Devel oprment, wanting to buy their

| and. They refused the offer. In My, |and-owners wote
affidavits that "white nen’ were urging tenants on Indian | and
not to pay rent and were prom sing themfree housing in | nanda
"New Town’ - an Urban Foundation site and service schene expected
to be the next section of |Inanda incorporated into Kwazul u.
Arising fromthese allegations, a survey of |andlord-tenant

rel ati ons was done by University of Natal academ cs.

A local African shop-owner, Roger Ngcobo, who was recently made
mayor of the new area of |Inanda, has allegedly been trying to buy
up local Indian shops. It was al so widely runoured anbngst the



I ndi an | andl ords and shop-owners that at the | ast regiona

| nkat ha neeting, a major topic on the agenda was how to get the
I ndi an | andl ords out of Inanda so it could be incorporated into
Kwazul u. | nkat ha does not however seemto have nuch support in

I nanda. A person who went to an Inkatha branch neeting in | nanda
said that the branch seened to consist of about 20 ol d wormen who
met in the school hall

"There is very little organisation of any kind in Inanda,’ says
an NI C spokesperson. There are no UDF affiliates in |nanda.
Residents in Inanda have little security. Wen plans for the

| nanda Dam were drawn up, Buthel ezi prom sed the people affected
that they would not be noved against their will. But the renova
of 5000 peopl e began shortly afterwards, before any consultation
The attenpts by Inkatha and the governnent to incorporate the
townships into KwaZulu has led to conflict with the residents,
who want nothing to do with the honel ands. They do not wish to

| ose their citizenship, or be denied the right to access of the
wealth they create in "white' South Africa. The students do not
wi sh for Bantu Education; but they refuse point blank to |earn
the | nkatha syllabus. The youth believe they have nore chance of
finding jobs if they keep their "urban rights’ than if they
becanme part of a honel and and depended on the KwaZul u | abour
bureaux to find them jobs. The workers would | ose the limted
rights to unenpl oynent benefits, pensions, etc. that they have
now i f they were incorporated into Kwazul u

During 1984, there was considerable friction between | nkatha and
the Lanontvill e-based Joint Rent Action Conmttee (JORAC), an
affiliate of the UDF over the issue of incorporation. C ashes in
July and August in Lanmontville and Hanbanathi resulted in six
deat hs. Chief Buthelezi blaned the ANC for the unrest in
Lanontville. ' The problens of Lanontville revolve around the

di visive tactics of the mission in exile working in cahoots with
their surrogates’, he said.

Thus these two groups have cone into conflict. Wiile the
conflicts have at tines been |less intense, the underlying issues
have remai ned. And the two sides have lined up on the basis of
their stand on the issues: |Inkatha and the governnent on one
side, and the residents, youth, students and workers on the
other. The result of the honeland policy can be seen clearly in
the chronolgy that follows. Wien it is conmbined with the ethnic
policies and race hatred that aparthei d preaches, it becones a
destructive mxture.

In addition, it nust be pointed out that the pattern Ot

resi stance to rent increases, transport fare increases,

i ncorporation and other issues in the Durban and Pietermaritzburg
areas is simlar to that in other parts of the country. And this
has probably shaped Buthelezi’'s reaction to comunity resistance
in other parts of the country, as well as to the UDF



A CHRONCLOGY OF EVENTS

1983:

X?

In 1983, Buthelezi’s position on the energence of the UDF and
Nati onal Forumwas : 'Qur view of the UDF and NF will be

determ ned by the extent to which they neet the demands of

i beration by co-operating with us and ot her organisations’.
Shortly after the Ngoye incident in October, a UDF neeting in
Hammar sdal e was prevented from conti nui ng by | nkatha menbers, who
attacked UDF supporters, burnt a bus, and damaged cars outside
the neeting.

| nkat ha was seen during this year to use viol ence agai nst non-

I nkat ha chi efs. Chief Munmal anga cl ai ned he was assaul ted by

I nkat ha youth for refusing to join Inkatha. Buthelezi alleged
that Mpunal anga had ’al nost’ assaulted nenbers of the Inkatha
Central Commttee

There were cl ashes between Lanontville youths and nenbers of the
| nkat ha Yout h Bri gade. Four people were kill ed.

The issue of the incorporation of Lanontville, Hanmbanathi and
near by townships into KwaZulu was put on the agenda. Cabi net

M ni st er Koornhof -in charge of the incorporation process -

consul ted But hel ezi, but not the township residents thensel ves.

. 1984:

Law ence Schl enmmer - head of the Inkatha institute - conducted a
survey show ng that St.Wendolins wanted incorporation. An

i ndependant survey, however, showed that 90% of the comunity
wer e agai nst incorporation

When the Joint Rents Action Committee (Jorac) organi sed effective
opposition to the incorpration of Lanontville and Hanbanathiiinto
Kwazul u, the scene was set for escalation conflict between Jorac
and other UDF affiliates, and I|nkat ha.

April: The United Denocratic Front (UDF) had to be aware that it
woul d_ come to naught w thout | nkatha support, Chief Buthelez
said in the KwaZul u assenbly. Reading froma panphl et allegedly

i ssued by the UDF about Inkatha, he said that it was a 'malicious
lie’ by those who had nothing to offer thenselves to stignmatise
Inkatha as a Zulu tribalistic organisation. The UDF stood in rea
danger of becoming only a paper organisation, living on the

| abours of the office-bearers of its affiliates. r

May: one of the UDF's presidents, M Archie Gunmede, (73) was
knocked unconsci ous by Inkatha supporters at a May Day neeting at
Empangeni (Natal). Chief Buthelezi expressed regret at M
Gunede’s injuries, but denied that they were necessarily caused
by I nkatha supporters. M Gunede clained that the differences



bet ween | nkat ha and the UDF were not of his naking, and that

| nkat ha appeared to view the |iberation struggle as its ’'sole
preserve’, regarding others as 'interlopers creating divisions in
the ranks of blacks’. He argued that while the UDF was a broadly
based non-racial national novenent, |nkatha was an excl usively

bl ack organi sation with little support outside Natal.

In June 1985, Buthelezi, who is both the Kwazul u Chief M nister
as well as Mnister of Police, called on the South African
government to enpower himto issue firearns so that KwaZulu
citizens can defend thensel ves agai nst attack. He said he had
reci eved many requests from KwaZulu citizens during the recent
nont hs of unrest, asking himto help themacquire |icences for
firearnms. However, he was not constitutionally entitled to
approve |licence applications.

He said: "I have been powerless to exercise ny judgenent and hel p
these people in desperate tines to defend life and Iinb."

June: Chief Buthelezi clained that because the ANC was unable to
use Inkatha as an internally-based surrogate, it had set up the
UDF in order to destroy Inkatha. He accused the UDF of attenpting
to create 'no-go’ areas for himin Natal. Speaking at an |nkatha
conference Chief Buthelezi said that the UDF was doing a grave

di sservice to liberation by ’'posturing as chanpions’ of unity,
and yet failing to achieve unity as promsed. It was "tragic’

that UDF affiliates had 'nade denigration of Inkatha a prime
task’, he said.

July: At Lanontville comunity | eader Msizi Dube’'s funeral, a

| arge arny of |nkatha people disrupted the service. The

assassi nated Dube had for many years opposed apartheid, comunity
councils and the honel ands structures, and was | eading the
conmunity in resistance to rent increases. The | nkatha attack was
repul sed by the | arge gathering, and 5 | nkatha nmenbers were
killed.

g July: Alleged Inkatha supporters burnt down a creche and the
Tongaat and District African Child and Wl fare Society buil ding,
of which lan Mhize (Jorac Treasurer) was chair

August : But hel ezi announced he would be comng to hold a prayer
nmeeting in Hanmbanathi on 3 Septenber. Many UDF supporting
residents feared that his visit would end in violence between
resi dents and | nkat ha, because of the |evel of opposition to

i ncorporation. They suspected Buthelezi was interested not so
much in peace as w nning nore support. They believed But hel ez

was trying to provoke a conforntation with the residents opposing
i ncorporation into his homeland. Jorac tried to get a coart
interdict to prevent the neeting, but to no avail

Monday, 39 August: Jorac holds a neeting with Buthelezi "to
convince himthat his neeting in Lanontville would not be in the
i nterests of peace. They are not well received by Buthel ezi, and
he rejected their request to call off the neeting.



Tuesday, El AuguSt: a nob of I|nkatha supporters nmarch around the
townshi p shouting I nkatha sl ogans. They were npstly hoste
dwel |l ers and squatters from outside the township. The police were
.called, but only 2 vans arrived, with Indian policenen, who drove
around a fewtines with their sirens on. The nob scattered but
regr ouped.

Wednesday; 33 AugUst: lan Mhize's hone is attacked by I nkatha,
and they try to burn his car. 'But we were there to help him It
wasn’'t such a big crowd of I|nkatha people - about 30 -and we were
able to stop them Then we heard they were going to attack again
and do it seriously, with nore force this tine,’ said a nenber of
the Kwarmashu Yout h League.

Thur sday; 3; AuguSt: The homes of 4 UDF activists houses were
stoned by | nkat ha supporters.

Friday, 23 August: The attacks 'started to be serious’, said a
UDF menber. A large nob burnt out the house of Sinobn Ntage, chair
of the Hanbanathi Residents Association. An eye witness to the
attack said: 'They were chanting |Inkatha slogans, and we were
abl e to recogni se I nkatha people fromthe townshi p. But nost were
hostel dwellers brought in from Kwamashu and UM azi .’

Sat urday, 2g August: The hones of the foll ow ng people were burnt
down: Ms Lindiwe Jacks (Hanbanathi Wnens Organi sation) and Ms
Pati a Makhetha (principal of Smandi creche and exec nenber of HRA
and Jorac)

SUnday, 26 Augustf This was to become known as Bl ack Sunday. It
was the day of the first arned attack at Hambanat hi. Two busl oads
of | nkat ha people, supported by |anddrovers equi pped with

flanet hrowers, attacked the township, killing Alfred Sithole
(HRA), and, in the words of lan Mhize, 'w eaking utnost
destruction’. Houses of the foll owi ng people were burnt down: Ms
Makhet ha (Hanmbanat hi Resi dents Associ ati on(HRA), Elias Radebe
(HRA), David Tyaliti (HRA), Richard Gunede (Chair of Jorac), lan
Mkhi ze (Treasurer of Jorac).l1 UDF supporters from Hanbanath
sought refuge in Gakfort Priory, near Verul am

I an Mkhize described what followed: 'Peace initiatives were taken
by Jorac, trying to reason with Inkatha that the war Jorac was
wagi ng was not agai nst fell ow oppressed, but against the

Nati onal i st Governnent; that opposition to incorporation of
townshi ps into Kwazul u was agai nst the governnent ideol ogy of
nmaki ng people lose their citizenship rights. But |Inkatha refused
to understand our point of view ' Buthelezi said the only way the
refugees at QCakfort would be allowed to return safely to
Hanbanathi was if they withdrew the charges |aid against 34

I nkat ha people for the attack, and apol ogised to him

Only one case went ahead, and the accused cl ained that he had
been paid by Inkatha to attack UDF hones.



Septenber: follow ng an incident in which shots were fired at the
cars of | nkatha nmenbers, the chairwoman of the Wonen's Bri gade,
M's Abbi e Mchunu, blaned the UDF and said that the organisation
Was 'out to kill us’.

gct ober: addressing the | nkatha Wnen's Bri gade conference, Chief
But hel ezi criticised the UDF for a concern with ’'high-profile
nmedia politics’ instead of nobilising 'rank-and-file forces’. He
said that it was cowardly of the UDF to deny connections with the
ANC, when the two bodies "were the sane’.

Chi ef Buthel ezi described the conflict in the Vaal Triange
townshi ps as 'understandabl e but misdirected . Speaking at the
Shaka Day cel ebrations in Katlehong, the chairman of Inkatha's
econom c commttee, M S Chonco, expressed disgust at the ’'black-
on-bl ack confrontations and suggested that people unite for a
peaceful solution to South Africa’s problens.

Noverber: Chi ef Buthel ezi accused the organi sers of the two
mllion strong two-day stayaway in the Transvaal of dividing
Africans and harming the cause of |iberation. He al so accused the
organi sers of turning to intimdation and viol ence agai nst fell ow
Africans when their campaign did not succeed. Wite

i ntransi gence, he said, would have to be taught a | esson by
Africans enploying their power of |abour and their consuner

power. Chief Buthelezi said that he wanted to nmake the point that
African organi sations that were not menbership based, but, Iike
the UDF, relied on affiliation, did not speak for the broad
masses when they called for stay-at-home protests.

Chi ef Buthelezi alleged that the ' UDF national |eadership; before
the UDF threw its weight behind the stay-away, used an under hand
power-play to deceive the world that the stay-away was
denocratically decided’. He told a rally at the Jabul ani Stadi um
in Soweto that the the South African government woul d not be
toppl ed overnight, and that those who though that they could
easily make the country ungovernable were 'vain in their
stupidity’. Chief Buthelezi later rejected a public appreciation
of his stand agai nst violence nade by the State President, M PW
Bot ha. He disnissed allegations of '"political collusion', and
added that he had not noved 'one inch’ fromhis known stand

agai nst apart hei d.

SOVE | MPORTANT HI GHLI GHTS pg | NKATHA _| _N 1985

In March, Buthelezi gave a press conference after his nmonth-1ong
trip to the USA canpai gni ng agai nst disinvestnent, during which
he laid sharp criticismagainst the UDF, Wnnie Mandel a, Desnohd
Tutu and All an Boesak. He said that these three were pronoting

bl ack di sunity through their words and actions, and that bl ack

di sunity had brought nothing but chaos and bl oodshed everywhere
else in Africa. H s attack on Ms Mandel a i s unprecedented, since
she is regarded by npst South Africans as one of the "nothers of
the struggle".



But hel ezi | aunched a scathing attack in April, of UDF patron, Dr
Al'l an Boesak, calling hima "Johnny-come-lately posing as an

i mportant national political figure". Speaking at the KwaZulu
Legi sl ative Assenbly, he said he would never have predicted that
the "naive" theol ogical student he nmet years ago woul d becone
such a figure. He blanmed the Press for the rise to prom nence. He
said the Press had created Dr Boesak and anoi nted him as
important, in spite of the fact that he was a product of the
Dutch Reformed Church and was a chapl ain and teacher at the
University of the Western Cape (a seemngly "tribal college").

Gat sha Buthelezi wote a letter in May 1985, which was addressed
to a great nunber of white political, comrercial and industria

| eaders in the country, asking themto help himvindicate his
stand on negotiation rather than viol ence.

He stated that he and the massive |nkatha nmovenent were prepared
to think about conprom sing their position on a one-nan-one-vote
system for the sake of reconciliation

At Inkatha's conference in June this year at Uundi, closer ties
with I nkatha and the PFP wereJdenvi saged. Ten of the twenty-seven
PFP parlianent nenbers attended, and But hel ezi praised the PFP
highly. He said, "I have a grow ng sense of confidence that we
will sit side-by-side around a future negotiating table".

At a time when the Prohibition of Political Interference Act
caused the PFP to open its nmenbership to all races, |nkatha was
to postpone its decision on whether to do the sanme. It emerged at
the tinme, however, that the PFP would have liked to see |nkatha
joining the PFP, while still belonging to a "cultural l|iberation
noverment". Buthel ezi preferred to see an alliance between the
PFP, and rejected the notion of |Inkatha as a "Zul u" organisation
i At the beginning of August this year, Buthelezi met with British
Prime Mnister, Ms Margaret Thatcher. He urged her to nmaintain
her opposition to sanctions against South Africa; he told her
that econom c action would "underm ne the foundations of the
future". He said that he believed Western governnments shoul d nmake
clear their concern about the South African situation, but
anbassors of the EEC countries needed expl anati ons about what was
happening in South Africa. He said it was "tragic" that Bl acks
were turning agai nst each other, and that the ANC was "sendi ng
messages into the country urging the |liquidation , of

col | aborators”. Buthel ezi expressed support for. British
CGovernment policy on South Africa and what he described as ithe
British Government’s realistic attitude to sanctions.

Die Afrikaner, the far-right Herstigte Nasional e Party nouthpi ece
sai d that Buthel ezi had handl ed South Africa s case agai nst

di sinvestnent "far nore efficiently”" than M Pik Botha. The
newspaper said that M Botha could take sone tips fromthe Chief



in the excellent way he "hunbl ed" Senator Edward Kennedy - which
was "manna from heaven for the Governnent." The paper said
furthernore, that the Chief’s trip overseas was proof that he had
suddenly entered a "partnership” with the Governnent. It
suggested that the Governnment was secretly groom ng the Chief for
"an inportant political post".

' THE TRAG C EVENTS I N NATAL :1985

E Jahuarg: The Hanmbanat hi refugees returned, despite Buthelezi’s
threat.

E May: The Hanbanat hi refugees are expelled again, and were given
refuge at the Ghandi Menorial. ’

| Angust: Victoria Mkenge - a UDF supporter, |awer and w fe of
the assassinated Giffiths Mkenge - is herself assassinated. Her
death sparked a chain of events that |eft Durban townships

snoul dering, and 70 peopl e dead.

3 AuQuSti Cosas calls for a week-long class boycott in nourning
for Mcenge's death.

Monday 2 August: all schools in Urazi, Kwamashu and Lanontville
are enpty. Students nmarched in the streets with Cosas banners,
and were dispersed by police.

Tuesday g E29 Wednesday 1 August: a nunber of political targets
were attacked by township youth. The houses of two policenen, two
councillors, and an alleged inforner were burnt in Kwamashu;

al l eged informers’ houses were burnt in Unazi; and in
Kwandengezi, a shop owned by a councillor was burnt.

In Kwamashu and Um azi, |ooting of shops began. The first attacks
on | ndi an-owned shops in Inanda took place on Tuesday ni ght. Fear
of largescale rioting spread, and sone Indian famlies started to
nove out to stay with relatives in Phoeni x. (The background to
the events in Inanda are decribed i nmeadi ately before this
chronol ogy.)

On Wednesday, a march of schobl pupils in Ntuzuma, near I|nanda,
was di spersed by police. Some of the pupils ran into Inandap and
tried to regroup. G oups of unenployed youth in Inanda started to
gat her as well, and took up the nmonentum of the nmarch. They
attacked some shops. and sone houses that had been deserted.
Wednesday night, 7 August: A UDF nmenorial service for Victoria
EQEnge in UETEzi enaea’in a_bl oodbath, with 20 nourners dead. It
is known as the Bl oodbath of Um azi C nema. A nenber of Masakane-
Tongaart Youth Organi sation (Matoya) described what happened: "W
heard runours that busl oads of Inkatha people fromthe hostels
were coming to attack, so we had marshal s outside to keep guard.
"Towards the end of the neeting, the marshals saw a | arge crowd



of about 300 Inkatha inpis marching up the hill towards Unl az

C nema. Frominside. we heard the sound of a horn being bl own,
and at that point, some of the people sitting there with us
junped up, shouted the Inkatha war cry ’'Usuthu!’ and started
attacking us with knives and pangas.

"At the sanme time, stones were thrown iat the wi ndows from
out si de. There was chaos. People were junmping out of the second
fl oor windows to get away.

" There were about 50 of us outside who tried to fight the nob off
with stones, but they were heavily arned with knopkieries,

pangas, and guns,’ he said. Many of the people killed died of
gunshot wounds.

The police arrived and threw teargas into the hall. ' Even Inkatha
is affected by teagas. so they ran out too.

VWhen the crowd of armed nen attacked the nourners, the bus
drivers waiting to take people hone fled with the buses, so
hundreds of people were stranded in Urazi for the night.

The taxis were also attacked. The Um azi Taxi-Drivers Association
is affiliated to I nkatha. However, when Cosas asked themto give
free transport to the menorial service, they agreed.

"I nkat ha attacked private cars and taxis alike, breaking w ndows
and slashing tyres. So the taxi drivers sided with the nourners,’
said a Matoyo nenber, who was picked up by a taxi while escaping
fromthe scene. 'There was bl ood and glass all over the taxi, and
the driver was rushing two people with gunshot wounds to the
hospital. But they died on the way,’ he said.

Thursday 8 and Friday 9 August: nost townships in the Durban area

are in flames. In Chesterville, two white policenmen were stabbed
to death. They appeared to have run out of ammunition, left their
hi ppo and al | egedly began stoning the crowd. Policenen’s houses
were burnt, and councillors houses were stoned. In Kl aarwater,
police cars were stoned. In Urazi, four policenen were killed.
In St Wendolins, 2 councillors houses were burnt, and a shop was
looted. In Urazi, Kwamashu and Cl ernont, nany shops were burnt
and | oot ed.

Friday 2 August: a fake UDF panphl et was distributed in |nanda,
with a photograph of Billy Nair, saying 'Don’t be afraid to
kill!" Looting broke out in earnest in Inanda when nost |ndian
famlies fled, |eaving their possessions. Many people claimthat
2-5 busl oads of Sotho- and Tswanaespeaki ng nen were brought into
I nanda, and started systematically | ooting Indian shops 'and
houses.

Many | ndian residents say they were told to | eave I nanda by. a

| arge mob who then | ooted and destroyed the houses. Some believe
these to have been Inkatha, while others claimthey were non-zulu
speaki ng. No-one was injured, but one Indian worman di ed of a
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heart-attack. In many of the houses that were | ooted, the I|nkatha
sl ogan 'Usuthu’ was witten on the wall

As news of the looting spread, fear of a racial bloodbath spread
too, and the remaining Indian fanmlies fled to Phoeni x, sone

| eaving all their possessions behind. Arned businessnen and
yout hs from Phoeni x aided in this evacuation

However, the situation devel oped into one of whol escal e | ooting,

i n which anyone with possessions of any value was a target,
regardl ess of their race. 'Al shops were |ooted, whether they
were owned by Africans or Indians. And when that nmob who were
bussed in were going fromone |Indian house to the next, African
squatters hid Indian squatters in their homes. In one case, they
hel ped dress an Indian nman up as a bl ack donmestic servant so he
could cross safely to Phoenix,’ said a resident of Inanda.
According to an NI C spokesperson, '"One famly turned one of their
trucks into an arnoured vehicle, in the absence of police
protection for victins of the violence, and they ferried famlies
out of Inanda under cover of their own rifles. Unfortunately,
they became a very reactionary force politically. The press
presented the situation as a straightforward racial conflict. But
we believe the events were orchestrated to force the Indians out
of I nanda. The nen that were bussed in went systematically to
destroy I ndian property. This generated fear and panic, fuelled
by m sinformation spread through runours and through the

di stribution of fake panphlets.’

THE GHANDI SETTLEMENT

Still on the Friday, the unrest in Inanda spilled over into
Phoeni x, and sone | ndi an hones on the border of Phoenix were
burnt and | oot ed.

The Mahat ma Ghandi Menorial Centre is between |Inanda and Phoeni x.
UDF supporters from Hanbanathi were still squatting there, tafter
fleeing fromlnkatha attacks in Hanbanathi in May. A crowd of

I ndi ans marched from Phoenix to the Ghandi Menorial Centre to
attack the Hanbanathi squatters, who they believed were
responsi ble for the looting in Phoenix.

"We had been warned that |nkatha menbers from Li ndel ane were
coming to attack us, and then we found ourselves attacked by this
cromd of about 50 people from Phoenix,’ said one of the
Hanbanat hi ref ugees.

"There were only 15 of us there, because we had told our nothers
to run away and take the children. The Indians were armed with
pangas and petrol bonbs - we had only stones. Mewa Rangobin from
NI C was at the Chandi Menorial Centre with us and tried to tel
the cromd that we were innocent, but they slashed his armwith a
panga, and he had to run away. The crowd went into the hall where
we had been living, and tried to set it alight with a gas
cylinder.’ Police dispersed the crowd from Phoeni x with teargas.
11



At the same time, a group of arned youths from Phoeni x nmarched

i nto Bhanbayi . Bhanbayi is one of the nost inpoverished areas in
I nanda, and overflows on to CGhandi Settlenment land. It is
occupi ed largely by Pondo m grants, nany of whomrely on the drug
trade for their incone. They have a tenuous status in the area,
and But hel ezi has often referred to them as ' Xhosa_speaki ng
troubl e- nakers.’

Bhanmbayi residents had attenpted to forma Residents Associ ati on,
and at the start of the violence, the Residents Association Chair
nmade a statement that 'as |long as no-one interferes in Bhanbayi,
we can keep the situation here under control.’ Until the youth
mar ched into Bhanbayi, this was the case, but when they left,
crowmds of arned squatters from Bhanmbayi started |looting as well.
A crowd of Bhanmbayi squatters started to loot fromthe Ghand
Menorial Centre and fromthe houses there. ' These people from
Bhanbayi knew us, but they just |ooted everything - fromthe

I ndi an houses and fromus. They said olf you don't want to die,
then just keep quiet’,’ said a Hambanathi refugee.

Meanwhi |l e, word spread in Inanda that Ol ndians’ were attacking
oAfricans’ at the Ghandi settlenent. People arned thensel ves, and
started to gather along the border between |Inanda and Phoeni x,
ulul ati ng and chanting ' Usut hu’

This build-up on the one side was matched by an equal buil d-up on
the Phoeni x side. During the day, cars drove up and down the
streets in Phoenix with |oud-hailers, shouting 'The Africans are
com ng! The Africans are com ng!

Pani ¢ and fear spread, people armed thensel ves, and gat hered at
the road seperating Phoeni x and | nanda.

A youth activist who mingled with the crowd in Phoeni x descri bed
the scene: "In the front were the crinmnal elements, armed with
kni ves anf pangas: behind them were the businessmen in their
trucks, with nen packed on the back, arned with rifles, pistols
and so on. As evening fell, they set up spotlights on the trucks,
poi nting at Inanda. Then behind them were the ordinary peopl e,
the I ndi an workers.

"You' d hear these workers tal king about how ’'our’ shops had been
burnt down, meani ng I ndian shops, when these sane |ndian shop-
owners had been ripping themoff all the time - slicing one bl ock
of margarine into 5, and charging 50c a slice. But now it was

Ous and them - Indians and Africans,’ he said.

Police arrived on the scene only after several energency calls
were made. As nore than 4000 peopl e gathered on each side of the
boundary, police kept their distance, watching froma nearby
hill. Finally, (sone say reluctantly) they dispersed the crowd,
usi ng | oud-hailers only.
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On this Friday, the UDF called together a range of comunity

| eaders, and set up a Crisis Conmittee to nonitor the situation
Fridaz night, 2 Augustb During the night, 4 Indians and 2
Africans were killed in Inanda and Phoeni x. Crowds of arned

I nkatha nmen fromthe hostels start to patrol the streets of

Ur azi and Kwanmashu. But hel ezi announced that | nkatha was

or gani si ng ' peace-keeping vigilantes' to bring the 'hooliganisni
under control. According to eye-w tnesses, SADF hi ppos were often
seen follow ng a short distance behind the Inkatha vigilante
groups. The vigilante groups went from door tot door, allegedly
calling on men and boys to join themin finding the UDF and Cosas
"troubl emakers’. People who refused, or who did not have I|nkatha
menber ship cards, were presuned to be UDF ’'synpathisers’.

"But nobst UDF menbers carry an | nkatha nenbership card. Its |ike
a Kwazul u donpas. You can’t get a house, or a job, or a pass

wi t hout one,’ said a UDF supporter in Umazi who asked to remain
anonynmous. (Since the initial unrest, a hit squad has burnt down
the homes of nore than 10 proni nent UDF people.)

satUrdaX | g AugUst: the Vice Mayor of Kwamashu, M Jwara, and a
group of Inkatha vigilantes were allegedly caught burning down
the house of Mutu, a Kwamashu Youth League nmember. Mutu' s

not her clains to have witnessed the event, and has l|laid charges
agai nst the Vice Mayor with the police.

Sunday; 11 Ahghst t9 dateh Police figures reveal that 63 people
were kil TEd and nore than 1 000 hospitalised after the week of

vi ol ence. The police acknow edge killing 37 people.

UDF supporters claimharsh treatment at the hands of |nkatha
vigilantes. Rev Mabuza, a Methodist mnister in Kwanmashu, clainms
he was frog-marched fromone end of the township to the other by
I nkat ha vigilantes, and nade to chant 'UDF is a dog’. He clains
he was instructed to cone to an Inkatha rally at U undi stadium
to apol ogi se for allowi ng Kwanashu Youth League to use his
church hall. H's Church has been burnt down.

UDF supporters allege that a crowd of 200 Inkatha vigilantes
chopped of f the hands of several UDF supporters, and have thrown
people into a | ake.

I nkatha vigilantes allegedly tied one nmenber of Kwamashu Youth
League to a tel ephone pole with wire, and beat himwth
knopkieries in broad daylight. He is in hospital at present.
Tot o Makubane, al so a KYL nenber, was ki dnapped by unknown
peopl e, and his body was found with his arns and | egs hacked of f
in a sugar-cane field outside Eshowe.

Nunu Kheswa, a Cosas activist, was stabbed to death outside his
house.
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UDF supporters say they have no protection fromhit squads or

I nkat ha, and cannot rely on the police. They have therefore
fornmed their own "people’s mlitia to protect thenselves. In
Lanontville, Cosas nenbers clained to have staved off 3 attenpted
attacks by Inkatha nenbers bussed in late at night fromthe
hostel s. Some hostel -dwellers claimthat during the unrest, buses
arrived at the hostels and they were told to armthensel ves and
board the buses, as they were going to attack UDF

Shortly afterwards, Wellington Sabelo, a key Inkatha figure in
the hostels, was assaulted by sone of the hostel-dwellers who

al l egedly resented being forced to attack UDF

According to reports, many of the vigilantes are relatively
unpoliticised, and have denanded to know where 'DDF (sic) and

" COSCAS' (sic) people stay.

Vi gil ante groups have been fornmed in the I ndian Townshi ps as
wel | . The core of these groups are often Indian police
reservists. According to a UDF spokesperson, 'The vigilante
groups attract people fromrough backgrounds. For three or four
days, these heavily arnmed el ements patrolled the streets - they
had effective urban rule.’

The vigilantes in the Indian areas have co-operated closely with
the police and SADF, often being acconpani ed by hi ppos as they
patrol the streets

SADF sol di ers have al so been wel coned into sonme areas of the
unrest-hit Indian townships, and have been served tea. on the
street corners by residents.

According to an NI C spokesperson, 'A paramlitary situation has
been entrenched in the Indian areas al nost overnight.’

Many | ocal youth organi sations voiced opposition to the extension
of conscription to Col oureds and | ndi ans as one reason for
boycotting the tricaneral elections |ast year. Now, they fear
that the basis for conscription is being laid in the Indian
conmuni ty.

The UDF clains that a group of Col oured youths from New ands East
have cone forward and confessed to UDF officials that they were
shown how to nake petrol bonbs by SADF men.

The NIC clains that one of the causes of the intense racismthat
spread in the Indian areas was the work of ’panic-raisers’ - vans
of people who went to quiet areas of Chatsworth and Phoeni x,
hooti ng and shouting ' The Africans are comng . This caused
people to armthensel ves and run into the streets, expecting to
-have to protect their lives and property.

G oups of arned youths were allowed free reign by the police, and
were only disarmed on the Monday and Tuesday after the hei ght of
the tension. By then, several unfortunate incidents had taken
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pl ace.

On one occasion, two |large groups of armed Indian youths saw two
young African boys comng to a shop near to the Indian area. The
yout hs shouted at themto nove back, and then a 21 year old

I ndi an youth shot twice, killing one of the youngsters. He has
since been arrested, and has been charged with rurder

In the week after the violence, a neeting was set up between the
I nkat ha vigilante groups and the vigilantes in the Indian area,
to discuss howto deal with the situation

M Yel l an Chi nsany, vice-president of the South African Bl ack
Al'liance said that |nkatha, Chief Buthelezi’s national novenent,
had "saved the day" for Indians at |nanda on the outskirts of
Durban during the recent unrest and viol ence. He said he had
personal | y asked Chief Buthel ezi, president of the South African
Black Alliance to help protect Indian lives and property. "The
chief inmediately co-operated and | nkatha was put on alert to
save I ndians", he said.

In Lanontville, students are increasingly identifying |Inkatha
.wWith the police. Repression has been getting so bad in the area
that students do not even have to go on boycott to be attacked.
In August this year, police barged into classroonms, firing
teargas and rubber bullets and | ashing out with sjanboks. Not
even the teachers escaped unhar ned.

" The school is a double storey. So when police tried to get

i nside students tried to escape by junping off the first floor,
said a local student. "OQthers are getting injured, wth broken

| egs, others are paralysed, others ran away to the road near the
school. The police just want to cl ose down the school’, said one
SRC nenber. ' They say education is naking us too mlitant.’

The students are not suprised. Lanmontville has |ong been a
stronghol d of progressives. The cl assroons have UDF posters and
SASPU NATI ONAL clippings on the walls. OQther schools in
Lanontville have come out strongly in support. SRC nenbers at
Mrel ase Secondary School in Lamontville said they were boycotting
their trial examinations in solidarity with Lanontville Hi gh
students: 'If students at that school are injured we too are
victinms. We are inplenenting our slogan 'An injury to one is an
injury to all", they said.

"Al so, teachers had organised a trip to Swazil and to di sorgani se
students so we cancelled the trip. It is not good for us to
recreate while our | eaders are being killed.” He was tal king
about the many attacks which | nkatha has | aunched on comunity

| eaders. Another student added: 'We are saying one thing -

I nkat ha and the police will not stop our struggle for liberation.
This is not the first tine our |eaders are being attacked ' by

| nkat ha. They and the police have repeatedly attacked us and our
parents.’
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The story is told of the Yengwa fanmily. The Yengwa family of
Lanontville had just gone to bed when all hell broke |oose. Ms
Yengwa heard her son shouting from across the road so she pull ed
open the curtains. She saw nmen in bal aclava’s throw ng buckets of
petrol onto the w ndows.

"In the wink of an eye all the windows were aflane, followed by a
petrol bomb’, Ms Yengwa told SASPU NATI ONAL. M's Yengwa was a
menber of Inkatha and presently a nenber of the Natal Organistion
of Women and the Lanontville Parent’s Comm ttee (Lapec). 'We
could not save anything. Al the wi ndows had flanes. Each tine
you tried to escape they kept on shooting with shotguns. The very
same guns the police use. W could not nove because they see you
in the wi ndow and they shoot. The choice was ours _ either to die
fromfire or frombullets. W had to nove fromone corner to

anot her when it got hot. There were seven of them say ny

nei ghbours. After burning the house and the car they waited.
Nobody coul d save us because when ny nei ghbours tried to help
they kept on shooting at them W could not even get help from
our nei ghbour. She is a community councillor and a nenber of

I nkat ha. | know she is well armed as she has shot at people
before. 1 don’t know how they were saved. My husband was hit with
11 bullets and ny daughter uncountable bullets. She was hit in
the stomach and the doctors renoved many from her intestines. She
is still bad but off danger. They only |eft when they thought we
were dead. W had stopped crying and were quiet so they were sure
no-one could have |lived. Then we heard footsteps. The nei ghbours
saw a white konbi and one other. Two kombi’s for only seven
peopl e? They wanted to nake sure they could get away. They put
out the fire that had damaged everything in ny bedroom’

Ms Yengwa did not want to say who she thought was responsi bl e.
"Even if | know very well, | can't say it to the newspapers. And
| do know very well. Even if she has not done it with her own
hands she has baked the bread. It is connected to other UDF

burni ngs. Ever since the Menge funeral you don’t know who is
dyi ng now. Even if sone-one is your eneny he takes advantage of
the situation.’

But other people in Lanontville were quiet prepared to say who
they thought was responsible. "It was | nkatha. The newspapers are
saying it is unknown who is responsible. But we know very well.
This is the work of Inkatha', one said. 'Ever since we chased
them from Lanontville they have been determ ned to get us.

Sunday, 18 AuQuSt: In Pietermaritzburg, near Durban, a , DET
neeting TE held at which ways of ending the two-week old schoo
boycott were di scussed. Sources at the neeting claimthat

prom nent | nkatha nenbers from I nbali blaned the boycott and
Sarntol solidarity action on progressive teachers and nenbers of
the Inbali Civic Association. That evening, |CA chairperson
Robert Dumas had his house attacked and his car burned. Menbers
of the Inbali Youth Organisation, who were present, say a group
of eight nen including an | nkatha menber naned Zondi, and the
sons of another prom nent I|nkatha nmenber and comunity
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councillor, Auretha, petrol-bonbed the house and shouted that
they were going to get 'Duma, the dog!

They believed a viol ent canpaign was | aunched in Inbali township
torid the towship of UDF and youth activists. Petrol bonbs,
automatic rifles; spears and knobki eri es have been used in
attacks in which at |east two people have been killed, nany
hones, taxi’'s, and private vehicles have been destroyed, and the
Federal Sem nary has been forced to cl ose early.

Monday 12 AUQUSti a minority of Inbali parents tried to force
their children back to school. At Siguongueni H gh School a
student was stabbed when she refused to enter the school. Inkatha
began its attacks on taxi-owners, who were accused of siding with
the students. A group of men, (including known |Inkatha nenbers
with first-nanes Fakazi and Mandl a) set up a road-bl ock at the
entrance to Inbali and stopped taxi’s fromentering. Angry
conmuters were forced to wal k homre fromthe roadbl ock. They were
told "if the bosses can’'t enter then why should the taxi’'s be
"' allowed to take you to your door? Later in the day,’ tax
operators and youth group menbers joined forces and | aunched a
conmando-styl e attack on the group to di sperse them Police,
despite a strong presence in the township, denied know edge of
the roadblock at the main entrance to Inbali.

TueSday nighty 29 Augusti chanting 'we don’t attack houses, we
kill the dogs’, nore than fifty armed | nkatha nmenbers attacked
and killed Cosas nenmber Matshwetshe Zondi. Wtnesses say the nob
had grouped near the house of community councillor Auretha
earlier, claimng they were |ooking for Zondi as he was guilty of
manuf acturing petrol bonbs. They left, and returned soon after
chanting victory slogans such as 'we have killed the dog’

On this sanme night taxi-owners received a nessage that one of
their conductors had been killed in Ml ankosi Road. A convoy of
taxis, sent to investigate, was greeted with a volley of
automatic gunfire emanating fromthe vicinity of I|nkatha nmenber
Auretha. One person was killed and 5 injured. A nunber of taxis
" were burnt out. Police, who arrived within 4 nminutes, confirned
that conbis had been burned but denied that there had been
gunfire.

Thur SGay 22 AughSt! Kenneth Dl aldla (a taxi-owner and vice-chair
of the THbali Civic Association) and Musi M huyane ( a taxi-
owner) were harrassed by Auretha and other armed nen in a KD
regi stered car. The taxi-owners drove to the Pl essislaer Police
Station to report the harassnent but were instead arrested by
security police and charged with public violence. No arrests rof
any | nkatha nenber has yet occurred.

Sunday, 2E AuguSt: a neeting of a few hundred nen arnmed with
spears and allegedly with R’s was held in Inbali Community Hall
At this neeting, Kwa-Zulu np, M V.B. Ndlovu, urged the comunity
to get rid of the Federal Sem nary, who were accused of fonenting
the unrest, and of harbouring crimnals. (ICA Chairperson Duna
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had sought refuge there).

That afternoon 100 armed nen, |ed by Ndl ovu, Pakkies (Inkatha
nmenber and Mayor of Inbali) and Jele (Chairperson of Inkatha's

I mbal i branch) marched on Fedsem and told the President, Dr
Myoj o, that the seminary had to be enpty by the next Friday or
else it would be burnt to the ground.’ The seninary decided that
it was wise to close early for the Septenber vacation. In the
meanti me they brought an urgent interdict against Ndlovu and the
others, restraining themfrom causi ng any damage.

When asked for conment, Jele clained that 'he was involved as a
resident of Inbali, not as an | nkatha nmenber’. Pakkies al so

deni ed any Inkatha involvenent; "It is the comunity, and that

i ncl udes me, who want the troubl emakers out.’ The interdict has
been opposed. It was heard in the Suprene Court on 18 Septenber.
Resi dents of Inbali claimthey are being forced to-an Rl each

- towards the costs of defending the interiminterdict against the
| nkat ha nenmbers, M PC Pakkies and M V.B. Ndl ovu. ' Peopl e have

". been going around Inbali with a loud-hailer telling residents
they nmust pay Rl towards the case between Pakkies Ndl ovu and the
Federsal Sem nary. Because these same peopl e have been invol ved
in attacks on school -children, union and youth activists,
residents are fearful that if they don’t pay the levy they will

al so be attacked,’ said a nmenber of the Consunmer Boycott
Committee in Pietermaritburg. M Pakkies deni es know edge of the
R1 donati on.

Uni oni sts, students and political activists in Pitermaritzburg
have | eft the township and are staying with Indian, coloured and
white denocrats in the relative safety of the town. They have
decided to take |l egal action against |nkatha. 'Although this may
be expensive,’ says a promnent UDF activist, this seens to be
the only way to defend ourselves and our famlies against these
thugs who are heavily arned and able to operate at will in the
townshi p. The police, who are usually so quick to the draw, seem
strangely paral ysed when it cones to stopping |Inkatha nmurders.’

. | Segtenmber"” Um azi mayor W nnington Sabel o- also a KwaZul u
Legi sl ative Assenbly nenber - announced that all UDF synpathisers
shoul d get out of Um azi by the weekend. He said the nove was
meant to "protect the lives, hones and the property of the
KwaZul u governnent". He said "If they refuse to get out by the
weekend, then they will have to face the consequences". He al so
said that vehicles without the NUZ (Ur azi) registration will be
turned away. He warned that UDF supporters and synpathisers , of
Lanontvill e and Hanbanat hi woul d al so have to | eave the townships
by the weekend.

Septenber9: A UDF activist, Mandla Ndela was killed. H s body was
found with spear wounds. He was abducted by over a hundred arned
inmpis at his home in U azi. They cane in a bus, and broke dodrs
and wi ndows while calling for M Ndlela s blood. They grabbed him
and dragged hi mout of the house where other armed nen were

wai ting. They then di sappeared with him |eaving his house with
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bl ood stains all over.

21 Septenber; Although npst activists are no longer living in
Imbali, their famlies are still the targets of intimdation. The
wi fe of one activist, who works as a nurse at Edendal e Hospital,
was assaulted and may | ose one eye after being stabbed. The

not her and father of the Inbali Youth Organisation s vice-chair
have been given until Friday 26 Septenmber to get out of the
townshi p or have their house burned down.

According to Mdl ands UDF Secretary, Sikhunbuzo Ngwenya, ’'the
government is behind it all. They couldn’t break the unity of the
wor kers, students, teachers and parents as regards the consuner
boycott or school boycott. They felt isolated and so found a
group of peopl e under Auretha (and Inkatha) to create an interna
clash in the townshi ps. Wiy has nothing been done to stop

I nkat ha? They’ ve burnt houses and taxis. They have killed people.
They man roadbl ocks. And often they are seen talking to the
Conmunity Councillors. Things are difficult because we are
dodging the forces - the systemand | nkatha. But the struggles
are creating unity and strengthening people’s resolve. Parents
are now upset at what’s happening. They are supporting the | nbal
Cvic Association - the authentic voice of the community. Inkatha
on the other hand is weak. They have to use outside forces to
assist in their reign of terror. Despite the fact that our
activists are in hiding, there are many other |evels of people to
carry the struggle forward. This is in great part due to the
education work of the now banned Cosas.’

9 Segtenber: Azapo nmenber Janes Ngubane, whose nane was
reportedly on a "hit-list" drawn up by vigilante inpis, died
after being brutally assaulted by seven stick-w elding nen. M

| nraan Moosa, Azapo publicity secretary said Azapo knew that sone
| eading officials of a conservative black organisation were in
the forefront of these attacks, and that power had been handed
over to a band of vigilantes who were terrorising all known
activists. i

28 Se tenber: Inkatha inpis killed six township residents in
famontvll |l e, Durban, and at |least 12 people, including a three-
year-old girl, were adnmitted to the hospital. It was the

cul minati on of continuous attacks in the Durban area on people
opposi ng I nkatha. The first attack (in which four people were
killed) was |aunched on the sane day Chief Gatsha Buthel ezi spoke
at a Shaka Day rally in Soweto, as |Inkatha supporters were
headi ng towards Um azi for the rally. Late in the afternoon
Lanontville residents said the gang | uanched a second attack and
two more men were killed. Three quarters of the way through Chief
But hel ezi’ s speech, three busl oads of Amabutho (warriors) - anong
thema top Inkatha official r in tribal dress and many of them
armed, left the Umr azi Stadium where the Chief M nister of
kwaZul u was speaki ng, and went into the neighbouring township of
Lanontville.

During the
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neeting he declared his opposition to the ’bl ack-on-bl ack

vi ol ence’ which was bei ng perpetrated by ' ANC supporters’, and
said that the ANC shoul d renounce viol ence as a strategy to bring
down the government.

A nunber of prom nent UDF | eaders have been abducted and brutally
killed by Inkatha inpis. Anbng them are:

h Thabo Ml arena, a UDF trade unioni st

h Toto Dweba, again found with a badly nutil ated body.

Sept enber 29: The Federati on of South African Trade Uni ons,
Fosatu sl aanmed the Government and "unknown" persons and

organi sations for conducting a canpai gn of repression against the
federation and its nmenbers. In a statement, Fosatu said a nunber
of its nenbers had either been refused passports, been detained,
killed, or had death threats made agai nst them

Sept enmber 22: Unl azi Residents’ Association chairman, David Gasa
reveal ed know edge of a plan by top-ranking Inkatha officials to
kill himand then "cut himto pieces". He said he woul d not cone
out of hiding until he was sure he would not fall into the hands
of Inkatha's inpis. He told City Press that he was inforned by
firends who had infiltrated Inkatha that he featured prom nently
on a hit-list of UDF supporters and synpathisers in Umrazi. M
Gasa fled his hone last nonth after his hone was petrol -bonbed
twice by arned nmen and razed to the ground. He had al so received
several death threats. One anonynous caller said he was going to
be "cut into pieces".

An opi nion survey conducted by the Institute of Black Research
showed that nost Africans bl amed Inkatha for the recent unrest in
Durban. It was found that Inkatha and the police were seen as
starting the trouble and being the nbst active in it thereafter.
The survey reflected a considerable | oss of support for Chief

But hel ezi - a finding that was supported in other recent surveys,
such as that conducted by Professor Fati mah Meer of the

Uni versity of Natal. ’

CONVENTI ON ALLI ANCE

The Convention Alliance, |aunched on 21 Septenber, brought

toget her 150 "top South Africans” who agreed in principle to
unite noderate South Africans of all races under one unbrell a.
Chi ef Buthelezi said at the |aunch that a national convention in
South Africa would be a dismal failure if Nel son Mandel a and
other jailed | eaders were excluded, however, it would be an
"equally dismal" failure if people like M PWBotha and tDr
Andri es Treurnicht were excluded. He said that although he did
not think a national convention could be staged at present, he
supported the PFP's call because "I believe that we shoul d begin
working for it"

The alliance formed between the PFP and | nkatha cane at a tine
when the leftwing was in disarray and the rightwi ng was
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directionl ess. Everyone was | ooking for a | ead and Sl abbert and
But hel ezi came together to claimthe mddle ground. It has been
said that it was an act of political opportunismon their parts
to take advantage of the suppression of the UDF to stake out the
ground for thensel ves.

It has been enphasised that the Alliance is not in itself a
convention. Both | eaders were hesitant about their chances of

bri ngi ng about a national convention in the short or even the
mediumterm The UDF has issued strong words agai nst the nove,
and has said that the only genuine road to non-racialismis
through active denocratic struggle with the majority.

A comment in the Weekly Mail stated "The Alliance has not brought
us any closer to a national convention, nor is it likely to do so
in the foreseeable future. What it has done is solidified the

m ddl e ground and put it firmy in the hands of Sl abbert and
But hel ezi. However, they are likely to find that, outside of
Sandton (the affluent, northern-suburban area in Johannesburg at
whi ch the launch was held), the only niddle ground that stil
exists is the no-man’s-1and between police armed w th shot guns
and youths armed with stones. And, if they want to hold on to the
m ddl e ground they claim they will need to take the Alliance out
of Sandton and into the townships".
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