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THE scene: a grass 
camp-site in Zululand, 
a checker-board of 
white tents, horses, ox- 
wagons and field-guns, 
dominated by a 
strange-looking koppie 
in the shape of a lion 
couchant — or is it a 
sphinx? 

The actors: General 
Lord Chelmsford, C-in-C 
of the British forces in- 
vading Zululand, with a 
Suppo! cast of the 
Centre Column, 1 800 Red- 
coats and 2000 black al- 
lies. The time: Just before 
dawn on the morning of 
January 22, 1879. 

Disaster looms. The ko) 
pie’s called Isandlwana. By 
sunset, 858 white troops and 
471 black troops will be 
dead, victims of one of the 
bloodiest and most humi- 
liating defeats in British 
military history. 

As every ‘schoolboy 
knows — Zulu schoolboys 
included — the British had 
underrated the Zulus. 
Cetewayo’s warriors dis- 
la) extraordinary skill 

gmf?;m-age in attack. 

Hacked 
Chelmsford had failed to 

make a wagon laager in de- 
fence, dig trenches or even 
form a decent British 
square. 

| The Zulus, 20 000-strong, 
hacked and shot their way 
through the lines of the 
Redcoats, driving them 
down the hill and back into 
the Buffalo River, drown- 
ing many of those who sur- 
vived the battle. 

Chelmsford and half the 
column survived, but only 
because they had marched 
out of the camp before 
dawn, innocently looking 
for a new camp-site further 
alm';g the track into Zulu- 
lan   The enigmas remain. 
‘Why had Chelmsford taken 

N N 

under 

  

   

  

rate d th 
. By THOMAS PAKENHAM 

author of the definitive 

N0 precautions to fortite | precautions to fortify notes of this earlier volume 
the camp? 
Why did he march out be- 

fore dawn, dividing what 
was already a perilously 
weak column? Was 
Chelmsford to blame? 

‘The questions are endless 
because so much of the vi- 
tal evidence was buried 
with the bleached bones on 
the battlefield. 

. Isandlwana is like a 
|Greek tragedy, endlessly 

debated by the critics, be- 
causé so many of the lines 
are missing. 

It is exciting to find, in 
Sonia Clarke’s sumptuous 
new book in the Brenthurst 
series — “Zululand at War: 
1879” — that she has been 
able to piece together at 
least some of this missing 
evidence; lines which one 
might have thought were 
gone forever. 

1t is detective work she 
began with an earlier, 
equally sumptuous, volume 
in the Brenthurst series: 
“Invasion of Zululand: 
1879”, published five years 
ago. 

Pride of place in this ear- 
lier volume was given to 
editing the Zulu War letters 
of Lt-Col Arthur Harness, 
the commander of Chelms- 
ford’s artillery. 

Harness survived — for 
the same reason as Chelms- 
ford had — but his letters 
are tantalisi:fly discreet 

U e e e in 
him, let alone mafigs:l low 
appropriate that name, 
arness, for this loyal, 

plodding, unimaginative 
gunner. 

_ It was mainly in the foot- 

  

that Sonia Clarke gave hints of the good things in 
?z-hu? Brve;nthumt sermi;xe on the 

lu War, yet to 1b- 
lished. ' w5 

Theorist 
And here they are, pub- lished in full, some missing 

lines from this Greek trage- 
dy, straight from the lips of 
the doomed column’s prin- 
cipal staff officer, Major 
Francis Clery, who escaped- 
with Chelmsford. § 

These Clery letters are a 
great discovery, much the 
most important stuff in this 
attractive, richly-illustra- 
ted collection of British 
letters on the Zulu War. 

Francis Clery was one of 
the best-known theorists of 
the Victorian Army, author 
of the standard textbook 

“Minor Tactics”, based on 
his lectures as Professor of 
Tactics at Sandhurst. 

When he wrote the book, 
he had never heard a shot 
fired in anger. 

These letters show Clery 
faced with reality: A witty, 
cocky 41-year-old Irish 
bachelor; a card — perhaps 
even a cad. 
Unknown to Chelmsford, 

he had been commissioned 
to write confidentially on 
the campaign direct to 
Major-General Sir Archi- 
bald Alison, the head of 
British Military Intelli- 
gence. 

This is the origin of the 
21 Clery letters acquired, 
like others in this collec- 
tion, ei- e B S 
at Brenthurst. 

, history of the Boer War 

Blundel;s 
Clery showed no scruples 

of loyalty (or modesty, for 
that matter) when 
the blunders of his chief to 
the War Office in London. 
Chelmsford’s official 

answer to the first question 
— why had he not defended 
the camp at Isandlwana? — 
was to pass the buck. 

Of coux:‘f, he wouldn’t 
say a word against r 
Colonel Durnford, ptol?e 
wretched sapper to whom 
he had handed the job of 
defending the camp. 

Durnford had died like a 
hero. But in fairness to him- 
self, Chelmsford had to ad- 
mit that Durnford had been 
ordered to act only on the 
defensive, if the Zulus ap- 

Instead, Durnford had 
led out some mounted men 
and artillery to-attack 
them, which "had further 
weakened the defences. 

This line of argument b, 
Chelmsford became the of- 
ficial cover-story for the di- 
saster, in effect making 

ford the scapegoat an§ 
Flming over Chelmsford’s 
ailure to fortify the camp. 
Disraeli’s harassed gov- 

ernment was grateful for 

the respite. It left c:lellms;, 
ford in charge — at least 

he had redeemed him- 
sél by crushing 
Cetewayo at Ulundi. 

Only then was the mas- 
terful young Sir Garnet 
Wolseley allowed to suc- 
ceed him. 

Now_these new tl}:tfi? g 
from - 
Towness 6 oenmaloers 
claims. It turns out that he 

| Alas, poor Chelmsford, 

exposed 100 years on 

as a fool who totally 
ZONDAS T MEs o TLNo. 1o 

e Zulus: 

  

had not ordered Durnford 
to stay on the defensive 
after all. 

Chelmsford and his own 
staff had marched away 
fore dawn on that { 
morning without giving a} 
orders to Durnfo; 

On his own initiative, 
Francis Clery had issued 
the orders to stay on the 
defensive (he was princij 
staff officer to the Cen 
Column and its command- 
er, Colonel Glyn; not to 
Chelmsford himself). To is- 
sue these orders, Clery 
risked his career. 
For actually Chelmsford 

-and his staff were obsessed 
with the need to attack the 
Zulus if they showed their 

«faces, before they vanished 
again. ~ 

  

Evidence 
This was the direct cause 

of the whole disaster, ac- 
| cording to Clery. It rings 
true. It followed from the . 
failure to recognise the 
lus were capable of a 
offensive. 

This, in turn, was a result 
of Chelmsford’s walk-over 
in 1878 against the Xhosa. 

It explained why Chelms- 
ford had weakened his 
10 000-strong invading 
force by dividing it into 
three columns, and then 
subdividing it again. 

1t also explained Chelms- 
ford’s feelings about 
‘wagon-laagers. 

Clery gives damning evi- 
dence of how Colonel Glyn 
had actually proposed they 
build a wagon-] er . at. 
Isandlwana. agon- 
laager? Chelmsford pooh- 

poohed the idea. 
“Why, it would take a 

‘week!” According to Clery, 
he even warned the gunners 
not to fire at longer range 
than 600 yards (548m) “for 
fear of frightening the en- 
emy ... or inducing them to- 

G give one final 
damniny rI{ne of Chelms- 
ford’s. .‘%he Zulus began to 
close in on the camp at 8 
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ook at this 
Woman L N N 

LY e, Mz 
ar nd@gstand 
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I READ that Dr Villa- 
Vicencio, who has in the past 

thouuht I was right, 
now that I am wrong in 

He thinks I take a simplistic 
view of the whole issue. 

It seems that I have also 
misunderstood the parable of 
the sheep and the goa 
understood Jesus w mean thut 
if you denied a hungry man 
Jfood and thirsty man drink 
you were doing something very 
wrong. 

I deduced from that parable, 
which I take very seriously, 
that it would be wrong to 
advocate any course that 
“would put a man out of a job. 

To be simplistic is bad 
enough, but to fall off one’s 

‘makes it worse. One 
hurt, not only in one’s body, 

‘but also in one’s pride. There 
s only one sensible thing to do 

in these circumstances, and 
that is to go to bed. So Iwent to 
bed, to sleep, perchance to 
dream ... 

I DREAM 

lwy came to see me, these 
T Americans, full of righteous- 

ness. They flattered me too. 
They told me my name 

was well known in America, al- 
most as well known as Gary Play- 
er and Chris Barnard, and now of 
%nt;se Zola Budd and Bishop 

nfywumfot:zemflun;“?: 
Tes) ‘my moral Fats, and tha i Leatnc oo for 

disinvestment, it would be a cer- 
tain winner. 

They asked me to become the 
president of the World Disinvest- 
‘ment Campaign. They also told me 
that if an; was put out of a 
it wouldn’t be me. I'told them I 
certain moral doubts, but they ex- 

plained that I was being simplistic. 
One should bear in mind that 

Jesus was about meat and 
drink, not about jobs. After much 
moral wrestling I accepted the ar- 
gument. No-one can be more con- 
vincing than an American. 

Also I must admit that I have 
some moral weaknesses — one is 
vanity and the other is money. 

When it was announced, with a 
t blowing of trumpets, that I 

mabecotne president of the World 
Disinvestment Campaign, my life 
changed overnight. 

Mr Archimedes, who hadn’t 
m to me for years, came up to 

sHfllwtellmethntlwu 
;ow t;he hzr:elof Africa. Profm 

sent me a telegram sa it 
had at last atoned for L 
Israelis for rescuing their hmtagu 
from the clutches nf Idi Amin. 

Mr R who had venerated me 
‘when he was young and had ceased 
to venerate me when I said that P 
W was astute, telephoned to say 
that he now venerated me agaln 

  

L‘>/K L 

Chief B rang up in a fury and said 
that I had destroyed a friendship of 
neerly 40 years and that he would 
never speak to me again. 

Cables of congratulatio 
in from America, Cana 

tain, Sweden and other coun- 
tries. Alas, I lost most of my cap- 
italist frlend.s, but one must pay a 
price for taking a stand. 

I travelled all over the world. I 
was welcomed on campuses 
which would have shouted me 
down a year before. It was nice to 
come in out of the cold. 

Then came the great day. Re 
rsenuu;\c;s of Amg:tca, 3 

, France, Germany, 
Holland and_Scandinavian coun: 
tries met in London and declared 
for total disinvestment (except 
fi""’fi,, a strategic mineral or 

0). Archimedes came up to 
tell me I was the hero of the whole 
black world. 

Disinvestment to bite. 
Port Elizabeth and London 
became dead cities. Even in a 

quiet place like Botha’s Hill 
there were daily black que- 
ues for food and jobs. 

ll.l‘ must confe mdn; 
e puslgeng . Many 

the people of the Valley of a ey 

friends, but some grew 
very cold to me. 
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And a sealor Reagan    

In a speech to the Hans 

    

        

  

    

    

Robert 
nvoy in Western 

Furope, appealed to Western 
ope to join the US in its 

efforts to prowote regional 
stability and mutualy recip- 
Tocal relationships between 
{he states of Southern Africa. 

      

    

Mr Frasure said: “I believe 
that the time may be ap- 
proaching rapidiy when an 
Internat y recognised 
Namibia scttiement will 
have to be inserted into the 
emerging reality in Southern 
Africa if the momentum 
wiich has developed over the 
last year is to be sustained.” 

Mr Botha, who is on the 
last leg of a diplomatic shut- 

   
    

      

      

   

  tle which has teken him to 
Israc!, Rome and West Ger- 

is understood to have 
with My Gepseher 

Ango offer of a Cu- 
ban withdrawal before 
SWA/Namibia independence, 
the possible resumption of 
West Germany's frozen eco- 
momic aid to Mozambique 

d the progpect of econoraic 
aid for SWA/Namibia. 

      

  

  

 



    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

== 
2925 

32 
83 

g2 
o 

= 
T
 

T 
g 

igg 
[ 

] Tty 
e
 

e 
il 

I
 
s
l
 

wmmwmwwmmwmmmwmm 
Z 

wmwwmm 
Mmm” mum mm mwmw 

Mwm mmm 4 m_mw 
B
s
E
R
 

A 
mmmmmmmmmwmmmmmmmAmmwuqmmmfim L5 il 

11075 
N
 

| 
oo, 

i
 2 

i
l
 

g 
S 

o S 
wwm"w%mmfifi 

S
~
 

am 
$
3
5
:
 1 

= 
mm.mmm 

i
 

R
S
 

ik 
ummmwmw 

H
 
S
,
 

Shi 
1 B
 

o
 

mw 
mm_wwmmm mrmmw 

n.m.mmm 
i
 

8
T
 

um% A
l
 

° 

      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 

 



     



understood. 
It was a simple thing he wanted to say: “Exactly.” 

based 
lm e mhi:tlm had my judgment ly on ] 

n{d to me, of being a revolutionary. 

“Exactly, ” he ited. “And we 
make no excuses m” 

I recalled that, as with all inter- 
views, I had offered to turn off the 
::ee recorder at any ~tage should he 

me to go “off the record”. 

As it turned out, nothing was said 
off the record. 

Thami Mali — and his “comrade”, 
Siphiwe Thusi — had aj to an 
int iew on the second day of a two- 
m work my.nus in the Transvaal 

week which had seen industry and 
commerce wracked by 65% to 90% 
absenteeism. 

Mr Mali is chairman of the Trans- 
vaal Regional Stayaway Committee, 
a hastily elected m&:{ four men 
mmen more 

lons and ‘community’ ory itions 
I!fl.l.lzted to the United Democratic 

Mr Thusi is an ory r for the 
General and Allied Workers Union, 
one of the participating unions. 
Outside, as we spoke, the country 

was torn by conflict. The police and 
army were in the g- Seven- 
teen people had died already and the 

cost was still being estimat- 
ed. Railway coaches smouldered, 
Putco buses stood wrecked at the 
sides of the roads they had dared to 

If Messrs Mali and Thusi had helped 
to ory the stayaway, what were 
they doing with me on its second day 
drinking coffee in the centre of Johan- 
nesburg and talking revolution? 

The? explained it quite simply: the 
;m:” run_their own stayaways. Mali, Thusi and others just do 
the or groundwork.   

Interview by GRAHAM WATTS, Political Reporter 

HAMI Mali leaned forward and looked over the toj 
He wasn’t being hesitant. He just wanted to mal 

him indefin 

wi 

of his glasses. 
e sure he was, 

itely “'for 
hich may not 

     

        

® Stayaway leader Thami Mali, left and union organiser Siphiwe Thusi 

A REVOLUTIONARY 
  

  

€0ur people have learned to suffer 
and to sacrifice. Even from the 
Poorest areas, the resistance of 

the people is non-stopg     

€1 asked (my interrogators) who 
they were defending. They were 

also members of the working class. 

I am also fighting to liberate them 9     

6 We as oppressed masses . . . have 
power. We want to prove to the 

government that what it thinks 

the will of the people is not !ruo’ 

  

    

€ The most poverty-stricken man 
understands. What is two days’ 

pay? The people don’t even see it. 
They are used to having no money; 

  

THE “WORDS OF THAMI MALI, ONE OF THE MF ~ WHO ORGANISED THIS WEEK'S TWO-DAY STAY=-AWA' 
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By ELSABE WESSELS 
TRANSVAAL MP Peter 
Soal is waging a personal 
crusade to expose the cru- 
elty of forced removals. 
During the past few 

months, Johannesburg 
North’s PFP Member of Par- 
liament has familiarised 
himself with the stark real- 
ities of this highly criticised 
Governruent policy. 

Recent visits to threatened 
areas have refuelled his ef- 
forts to bring the harassment 
of threatened communities to 

ght. 
“] have used the parlia- 

mentary recess to visit many 
crisis areas,” Mr Soal said. 

Mr Soal, who was elected 
to the Johannesburg North 
arliamentary seat in 1982, 

zas been appointed an offi- 
cial party spokesman on 
black affairs. 

Although regarded as a 
newcomer, the 43-year-old 

  

  

  

  

    

MP is one of the PFP’s veter- 
an “backroom boys”. He 
joined the Progressive Party 
at its inception in 1959 and 

. has been a staunch worker 
ever since. 

As a backbencher in Par- 
liament, Mr Soal will be sup- 
porting the party’s chief 
spokesman on black affairs, 

Ray Swart. 

Urgency 
“ have only. been cam- 

paigning the rescttlement is- 
sue for a year. Eut, L have 
been collecting facts and 
hope to use every opportun- 
ity to raise the removal ques- 
tion in Parliament next 
year,” Mr Soal said. 

  

  

“I have been to Huhudi, 
which recently was granted a 
.reprieve, and threatened 
areas like Valspan and Math- 
opestad where black commu- 
nities are-actively resisting 
proposed resettlement. 

“In dealing with black/ 
white relations in this coun- 
try I believe South Africans 
have to come to terms with 
the needs of all its people or 
else there is no future. 

“The new constitution does 
not offer a’ solution. There 
has been a slight improve- 
ment with the inclusion of 
coloureds and Indians in the 
new dispensation — but 
that’s not reform. 

“There has been no funda- 
mental change in the basi¢ 
Nationalist Party policy. 

“The Government “isn’t 
dealing with the root of, the 
problem. This has been high- 
lighted by the current unrest 
in  black _ townships 
countrywide. The success of 
the boycotts in the black 
mwnslt:e?s this week has un- 
gerlin the urgency of re- 
form. 

Grievances 
“Blaming the unrest on 

outside influences is rubbish. 
These communities have fun- 
damental grievances which 
&em&nd immediate atten- 
on. g 

“For yedrs the Govern- great apprehension. The 
ment hasbeen moving people ‘Community has been in- 
for ideological reasons. It has formed that- because of the cost the count;g' millions and" - vast aumber of students and 
has only caused great unhaj 
piness and insecurity,” he 
said. % 

“I encountered despair and- 
disbelief among people who 
for years have lived-in peace 
and prosperity. 

“Local and international 
pressure has made the Gov- 
ernment ‘weary of forced re- 
movals. No more dogs and 
teargas are being used to 
move people, but they have 
become sophisticated in their 
methods of reseitlement. 

“In Mathopestad in the 
Western Transvaal there is 
  

  

the lack-of classrooms, fam- 
ilies will have to move to al- 
leviate.the situation. 

. Pitiful 
“This'has only been caused 

by the lack of proper facili- 
ties. The residents have now 
collected money to build 
exira classrooms to ecope 
with student numbers next 
year. o 

“Membérs from my consti- 
tency who visited Mathop 
stad recently donated 5 
bricks towards this project. 

      

'u 

One of our members has also 
made a brick-making mach- 
ine-available to the people. 

“In extending a helping 
hand we would like to rein- 
force their commitment to 
their land. 

“The threat of removal 
causes deep-rooted insecur- 
ity. The prospect of reseitle- 
ment has turned residents of 
the Northern Cape township 
of Valspan into a pitiful and 
wretched community., 

“Similas conditions exist in 
KwaNgema. The Ngema peo- 
ple are desperate to retain 
their beautiful and fertile 

  

agricultural land. Reseitle- , 
* ment will destroy the stabil- 

ity of this self-supportive 
community. 

“The Government's re- * 
rieval of Huhudi in the 
lorthern Cape has revived 

everybody’s hopes. It was a 
definite step in the right di- 
rection.” ! 

MR PETER SOAL 
No fundamentai change 
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coloured applicants were 
on mesit, I 

   
     

    

Coloureds push ahead 
in Own Affairs posts el s 

After discussions with 
Cape Provincial Administra- 

officials and certain 

announced that he A 
had 

fimwfldmw 

Be
 

    
‘Affirmative action,” ex- 

plained Mr Hendrickse, 
“meant placing coloured 
civil servants in a better po- 
sition to make themselves 

  

   

goods’ Union 
g i nri e et months of fruitless and frus- 
”"'““.‘: - uu-lms.b:hu ts them . mmwmfif'fi mflnfi%fi: u wl 
m‘ merwmm'mm J £ 
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