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THE scene: a grass
camp-site in Zululand,
a checker-board of
white tents, horses, ox-
wagons and field-guns,
dominated by a
strange-looking koppie
in the shape of a lion
couchant — or is it a
sphinx?

The actors: General
Lord Chelmsford, C-in-C
of the British forces in-
vading Zululand, with a
suppo cast of the
Centre Column, 1 800 Red-
coats and 2 000 black al-
lies. The time: Just before
dawn on the morning of
January 22, 1879.

Disaster looms. The ko
pie’s called Isandlwana. By
sunset, 858 white troops and
471 black tr will be
dead, victims of one of the
bloodiest and most humi-
liating defeats in British
military history.

As every schoolboy
knows — Zulu schoolboys
included — the British had
underrated the Zulus.
Cetewayo’s warriors dis-
plaJred extraordinary skill
and co

s
urage in attack.

Hacked

Chelmsford had failed to
make a wagon laager in de-
fence, dig trenches or even
form a decent British

square.

The Zulus, 20 000-strong,
hacked and shot their way
through the lines of the
Redcoats, driving them
down the hill and back into
the Buffalo River, drown-
ing many of those whoe sur-
vived the battle.

Chelmsford and half the
column survived, but only
because they had marched
out of the camp before
dawn, innocently looking
for a new camp-site further
alogg the track into Zulu-
land.

The enigmas remain.

Why had Chelmsford taken

author of the definitive

no precau!!o,m to fortjfy notes of this eai'].iEr volume

the camp? that Sonia Clarke gave
Why did he march out be-  Rints of the good things in
fore dawn, dividing what the Brenthurst series on the

was already a perilously
weak column? Was
Chelmsford to blame?

The questions are endless -

because so much of the vi-
tal evidence was buried
with the bleached bones on
the battlefield.
Isandlwana is like a

‘Greek tragedy, endlessly

debated by the critics, be-
cause so many of the lines

are missing.

It is exciting to find, in
Sonia Clarke’s sumptuous
new book in the Brenthurst
series — “Zululand at War:
1879” — that she has been
able to piece together at
least some of this missing
evidence; lines which one
might have thought were
gone forever. :

It is detective work she
began with an earlier,
equally sumptuous, volume
in the Brenthurst series:
“Invasion of Zululand:
1879”, published five years
ago.

Pride of place in this ear-
lier volume was given to
editing the Zulu War letters
of Lt-Col Arthur Harness,
the commander of Chelms-
ford’s artillery.

Harness survived — for
the same reason as Chelms-
ford had — but his letters
are tantalisingly discreet
about his chief.

He had little aﬁmﬁ in
him, let alone malice. How
appropriate that name,

arness, for this loyal,
plodding, unimaginative
gunner.

It was mainly in the foot-

Zulu War, yet to be pub-
lished. 5

Theorist

And here they are, pub-
lished in full, some missing
lines from this Greek trage-
dy, straight from the lips of
the doomed column’s prin-
cipal staff officer, Major

Francis Clery, who escaped-

with Chelmsford. by
These Clery letters are a
great discovery, much the
most important stuff in this
attractive, richly-illustra-
ted collection of British
letters on the Zulu War,
Francis Clery was one of
the best-known theorists of
the Victorian Army, author
of the standard textbook

“Minor Tactics”, based on

his lectures as Professor of |

Tactics at Sandhurst.

When he wrote the book,
he had never heard a shot
fired in anger.

These letters show Clery
faced with reality: A witty,
cocky 4l-year-old Irish
bachelor; a card — perhaps
even a cad.

Unknown to Chelmsford,
he had been commissioned
to write confidentially on
the campaign direct to
Major-General Sir Archi-
bald Alison, the head of
British Military Intelli-

nce.
sﬂ"l'his; is the origin of these
21 Clery letters acquired,
tion by Farry Oppenbor.

on, ei-
mer in 1967 for his library
at Brenthurst.

_ history of the Boer War

Blunders

Clery showed no scruples
of loyalty (or modesty, for
that matter) when
the blunders of his chief to
the War Office in London.

Chelmsford’s official
answer to the first question
— why had he not defended
the camp at Isandlwana? —
was to pass the buck.

Of course,rd he wouldn’t
say a wo inst
Colonel Durag?ord, pfl(n):
wretched a.'sna}]mel' to whom
he had handed the job of
defending the camp.

Durnford had died like a
hero. But in fairness to him-
self, Chelmsford had to ad-
mit that Durnford had been
ordered to act only on the
defensive, if the Zulus ap-

Instead, Durnford had
led out some mounted men
and artillery to-attack
them, which had further
weakened the defences.

This line of argument b
Chelmsford became the of-
ficial cover-story for the di-
saster, in effect makin
Durnford the scapegoat anﬁ
flossing over Chelmsford’s
ailure to fortify the camp.

Disraeli’s harassed gov-
ernment was grateful for

the respite. It left Chelms-
ford in charge — at least
he had redeemed him-
self — by crushing
Cetewayo at Ulundi.

Only then was the mas-
terful young Sir Garnet
Wolseley allowed to suc-
ceed him.

Now these new letters'

from Cl the hol-
lownessergf elmsford’s

claims. It turns out that he

| Alas, poor Chelmsford,
exposed 100 years on

as a fool who totally
umﬂlerrated t

By THOMAS PAKENHAM “%:

he Zulus

had not ordered Durnford
to stay on the defensive
all,

Chelmsford and his own
staff had marched awa¥
fore dawn on that
momlngowitbout giving a
orders to Durnford.

On his own initiative,
Francis Clery had issued
the orders to stay on the
defensive (he was principal
staff officer to the Centre
Column and its command-
er, Colonel Glyn; not to
Chelmsford himself). To is-
sue these orders, Clery
risked his career.

For actually Chelmsford

--and his staff were obsessed

with the need to attack the
Zulus if they showed their
«faces, before they vanished
again.

Evidence

This was the direct cause
of the whole disaster, ac-

cording to Clery. It rings

true. It followed from the .

failure to reco

the Z
lus were capable of a reb

offensive.

This, in turn, was a result
of Chelmsford’s walk-over
in 1878 against the Xhosa.

It explained why Chelms-
ford d weakened his
10 000-strong invading
force by dividing it into
three columns, and then
subdividing it again.

It also explained Chelms-
ford’s feelings about
wagon-laagers.

Clery gives damning evi-
dence of how Colonel Glyn
had actually pro, they
build a wagon-laager . at
Isandlwana. agon-
laager? Chelmsford pooh-

poohed the idea.

“Why, it would take a
week!” According to Clery,
he even warned the gunners
not to fire at longer range
than 600 yards (548m) “for
fear of frightening the en-
emy . . .or inducing them to
run away”.

Let Cl!!ery give one final
damning line of Chelms-
ford’s. The Zulus began to
close in on the camp at 8
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grasped the danger of an
attack by 20000 Zulus he
would have hastily re-
turned to support Durnford.
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How

A few hours later poor
Symons latz mortally
wounded with a

the and the disas-
trous Boer War had begun.
@ ZULULAND AT WAR: |
1879 by Somia Clarke |
(Brenthurst Press).
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I READ that Dr Villa-
Vicencio, who has in the past
?}ﬁeﬂ thought I was right,
now tha?t I am wrong in
ng moral judgment on
those who advocate
disinvestment.

He thinks I take a simplistic
view of the whole issue.

It seems that I have also
misunderstood the parable of
the sheep and the goats. I
understood Jesus to mean that
if you denied a hungry man
food and thirsty man drink
you were doing something very
wrong.

I dedueed from that parable,
which I take very seriously,
that it would be wrong to
advocate any course that
3 put a man out of a job.

To be simplistic is bad
enough, but to fall off one’s

stal makes it worse. One
18 hurt, not only in one’s body,
but also in one’s pride. There
is only one sensible thing to do

in these circumstances, and
that is to go to bed. So I went to
bed, to sleep, perchance to
dream ...

I DREAM

hey came to see me, these
Americans, full of righteous-
ness. They flattered me too.
They told me my name
was well known in America, al-
most as well known as Gary Play-
er and Chris and now of
%t:rse Zola Budd and Bishop
1.

They told me the Americans had
great respect for my moral judg-
ments, and that if I came out for
disinvestment, it would be a cer-
tain winner.

They asked me to become the
president of the World Disinvest-
ment Campaign. They also told me
that if anyone was put out of a job,
it wouldn’t be me. I told them I had
certain moral doubts, but they ex-

plained that I was being simplistic.

One should bear in mind that
Jesus was talking about meat and
drink, not about jobs. After much
moral wrestling I accepted the ar-
gument. No-one can be more con-
vincing than an American.

Also I must admit that I have
some moral weaknesses — one is
vanity and the other is money.

When it was announced, with a
t blowing of trumpets, that I
become president of the World
Disinvestment Campaign, my life
changed overnight.
Mr ttrchil;ledes, who hadn’t
s me for years, came up to
msmntoteﬂmethat!gas
;‘ow tihe herotelof Africa. Professor
sent me a telegram sa; that I
had at last atoned for px:’zaij.gng the
Israelis for rescuing their hostages
from the clutches of Idi Amin.

Mr R who had venerated me
when he was young and had ceased
to venerate me when I said that P
W was astute, telephoned to say

that he now venerated me again.

Chief B rang up in a fury and said
that I had destroyed a friendship of
nee~ly 40 years and that he would
never speak to me again.

Cables of congratulatio
in from America, Cana
ritain, Sweden and other coun-
tries. Alas, I lost most of my cap-
italist friends, but one must pay a
price for taking a stand.

I travelled all over the world. I
was welcomed on campuses
which would have shouted me
down a year before. It was nice to
come in out of the cold.

Then came the great day. Re
resentatives of America, ganadg-,
Britain, France, West Germany,
Holland and Scandinavian coun-
tries met in London and declared
for total disinvestment (except

for a strategic mineral or
m:qﬁrs Archimedes came up to

tell me I was the hero of the whole
black world.

Disinvestment to bite.
Port Elizabeth and London
became dead cities. Even in a

quiet place like Botha’s Hill
there were black que-
ues for food and jobs.

I must confess I didn’t
like passing them. Many of
the people of the Valley of a
Thousand Hills were my
friends, but some grew
very cold to me.
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et-proo!car,and drive die. that you were dead.
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_Something I have never e ‘declare that I will

h@:iﬁt before. It is a gun, = Fis uever} by any word

home and go intomy o : act of mine, give an
study with the drawn biings.  But .. what am ddapport toony. Y

surrounded by all the  ‘alking about? Am I not  campaign that will put
‘men out of jobs — not
even

1 - thing is if they promised
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furt yes 3
flurry of diplomatic activity
over | yendence for

SWA/Mamibia.
Mr Eotha told a co
of the Hans Seidel F
tion thet he had r

n troop
cuthern Angola

k..
tary of State for Africa, Dr
Chester Crocker, said an in-
deg:e::du!:ce settlement in
SWA/Namibia was vital to
maintain the peace initiative
.in Southern Africa.

There are signs that West
Germany is stepping up its
invol it in the South
West African independence
initiative. 5

i
wld

gnals
There were 2l
1s that the U

i

role in S
mant Western IFive contact
group and was preparing io
Jet West Germany play 2
more decisive role.

In a speech to the Hans

Seidel Foundation on Friday
Mr Robert Frasure, Dr
Crocker's envoy in Western
Jurope, appealed to Western
Europe to join the US in its
efforts to promote regional
stability and mutually recip-
rocal relationships hetween
the states of Southern Africa.
i

Mr Frasure said: “1 believe
that the time may be ap-
roaching rapidiy when an
internationally recognised
Namibia settlement will
have to be inserted into the
emerging reality in Southern
Africa if the momentumn
which has developed over the
last year is {0 be sustained.”
Mr Botha, who is on the
last leg of a diplomatic shut-

tle which has taken him to
Israel, Rome and West Ger-
many, is understood to have
discussed with Mr Genscher
Angola’s recent offer of a Cu-
ban withdrawal before
SWA/Namibia independence,
the possible resumnption of
West Germany's frozen eco-
nemic aid to Mozambique
and the prospect of econornic
aid for SWA/Namibia.




By BERYS BEHR GILLINGHAM

SOME Reef schools are complaining bitterly about being

o?rlooked in the | for teachers.

totalofzsoonewsemorposmhavebeencreatedfornextyearbythe
vaal Education t.

But some

ng'ha have not
A y they
new

ven a fair share of the
ons,

dedm Rand

not want
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to be
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; Interview by GRAHAM WATTS, Political Reporter

HAMI Mali leaned forward and looked over the to
He wasn’t being hesitant. He just wanted to ma

understood.

It was a simple thing he wanted to say: “Exactly.”

Ihadjlxstaccusedhlm if I based
gment urely on what he had
to me, of lI’:n’.mg a revolutionary.

“Exactl ” he repeated. “And we
make no eyxcuses for it.”

I recalled that, as with all inter-
views,lhadofferedtoturnoﬂthe
uﬂe recorder at any ~tage should he

me to go “off the record”.

As it turned out, nothing was said
off the record.

Thami Mali — and his “comrade”,
Si we Thusi — had a to an
ew on the second day of a two-
thjg work stayawas in the Transvaal
week which had seen industry and
eob;l;::mce wracked by 65% to 90%
a

Mr Mali is chairman of the Trans-
vaal Regional Stayaway Committee,
ahaxtllyelectedmu of four men

mmen 30 trade
ons and communlty’ organisations
mocratic

affiliated to the United
Front.

Mr Thusi is an or&aniser for the
General and Allied Workers Union,
one of the participating unions.

Outside, as we spoke, the country
was torn by conflict. The police and
army were in the . Seven-
teen people had died already ‘and the

an cost was still heing estimat-
ed. Railway coaches smouldered,
Putco buses stood wrecked at the
moftheroadstheyhaddaredto

If Messrs Mali and Thusi had helped
to or, the stayaway, what were
they doing with me on its second day
drinking coffee in the centre of Johan-
nesburg and talking revolution?

ly explamed lt quite simply: the
mse ir own stayaways.
Mali, Thusi and others just do
groundwork. Though
later when they left, they told me
with a youthful enthusiasm that they
were “returning to the le”,
‘Who are these men who a
claim, to be revolutionaries?

of his glasses.
e sure he was

@ Stayaway leader Thami Mali, left and union organiser SIphlwo Thusi

A REVOLUTIONARY

o

—

&
i
&w 54

t, even

‘Our people have learned to suffer
and to sacrifice. Even from the
poorest areas, the resistance of

the people is non—stop,

€1 asked (my interrogators) who
they were defending. They were
also members of the working class.

I am also fighting to liberate them &

@ We as oppressed masses . . . have
power. We want to prove to the
government that what it thinks is

the will of the people is not true:

6 The most poverty-stricken man
understands. What is two days’
pay? The people don't even see it.

They are used to having no money.
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; - — These demands were sent in tele-

| Infiltrated mgi tlli:?ir in hmli ;ngw therefore gmm the atazawa toMrlE
Firol thelp own-pic ] tion t and of Euca.

Mr Mali has the credentials, and WO city men are disqualified by thelt | ;o ong Tyaining. Dr Gerriz Vijmee:

very African they are too. Five years dress and accents from telling - .

i $e terror. What to do. . They included the call

ists. He gave shelter to two ANC men = And that goes for their relationship =t scrap GST and “unfair taxation”,

who had infilirated the South Afrieen  With tens thousands of other work:  One is prepared to concede that this

Police in the Seventies and he was put mmthei}astﬂandandinm g‘:&wm@tmda somehow

away for it. They got 20 years. %hoqw{:gam!w v its way clear to one of the

g j | and y in biuﬁtd:ll | other demands, to release all

Mr Thusi has been in and out of strike since the weapon was first used prisoners for instance, but scrap tax-

T e e |

. =

ﬁonstmeatthegravem' There is no compromise, said Mr

intentionmls to make this country un- |
e‘l’

Mr Mali sometimes sounded like a
bad movie script, all that talk of the

;  principles of

lomon "4{ there. 1t 1t wasn't, Messrs Mali and
Mr saysttquiteiranklyzs%ur['!‘husiwouldn'tbeinsidehere. :

But since they are, I ask what it is
governa { man-one-
It was like undergraduate bravado, mms%n]fhugw il

Yes, buf that’s not enough. It must_
a “workers’

state”, based on the

the Freedom Charter,
they call “a set of minimum

Charterisa-docp-'

.

track
suit with the na redtrlmmlnﬁand:é :

| I3

Cassidy shirt t ¥ mtt%;thl 1955 was
;frlcsn | signed by an alliance

South FevD | under the ‘congress’

Mdrawn upumd' _
organisa
banner, inclnd?:;
Cow before

©of an appeal against conviction and a

five-year sentence for ing the

aims of the ANC. furthermg

~ These are formidable men. But any-

one who wishes to see here tie agita-
a;tc'l E"im sorry, but the Thami

they might want to, agitate, instigate
or intimidate 6 000 Sag.:ol workers to
make the sacrifice they did this week. He speaks of
e 1 workers are mostly mi-

pressed and

What had they hoped to achieve

with the two-day stayaway? :
Mr Mali: “We wanted to bring

government to its senses. We as op-

the

g masses have

and we can use it the way we
ﬁmidqtor.!m“wmm y

we Thusi I this memmentthatwhatitthlnkgisthe
mmatterhol:rqtmuch will of the people is not true.

He speaks not of aims or intentions. '
demands

to the

o

this country’s . And the eco-
ofawunﬁ-ylal{sbaekbone,m
ﬁmt:uuym powerful it might be po-

“It depends on the working class
mmmwhlchth?sta o
was called.” i o

Can a stayaway be sustained?
Suffer

This country’s history, I tell them, is
littered with the lives and imprison- |
mofpeﬂple who say what you are

a
£
g
B
:
:
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;
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:
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Mr Mali: “We are determined more
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By ELSABE WESSELS
TRANSVAAL MP Peter
Soal is waging a personal
crusade to expose the cru-
elty of forced removals.

During the past few
months, Johanneshurg
North’s PFP Member of Par-
liament has familiarised
himself with the stark real-
ities of this highly criticised
Government policy.

Recent visits to threatened
areas have refuelled his ef-
forts to bring the harassment
of threatened communities to
light.

“} have used the parlia-
mentary recess to visit many
crisis areas,”" Mr Soal said.

Mr Soal, who was elected
to the Johannesburg North
Ear!iamenmr}' seat in 1982,

as been appointed an offi-
cial party spokesman on
black affairs.

Although regarded as a
newcomer, the 48-year-old

MP is one of the PFP’s veter-
an “backroom boys”. He
joined the Progressive Party
at its inception in 1959 and

. has been a staunch worker
ever since.

As a backbencher in Par-
liament, Mr Soal will be sup-
porting the party’s chief
ﬁ;}kesman on black affairs,

Ray Swart.

Urgency

“I have only. been cam-
paigning the resettlement is-
sue for a year. But, i have
been collecting facts and
hope to use every opportun-
ity to raise the removal ques-
tion in Parliament next
year,” Mr Soal said.

“I have been to Huhudi,
which recently was granted a

.reprieve, and %hreatened

areas like Valspan and Math-
opestad where black commu-
nities are-actively resisting
proposed resettlement.

“In dealing with black/
white relations in this coun-
try I believe South Africans
have to come to terms with
the needs of all its people or
else there is no future.

“The new constitution does
not offer a’ solution. There
has been a slight improve-
ment with the inclusion of
coloureds and Indians in the
new dispensation — but
that’s not reform.

“There has been no funda-
mental change in the basid
Nationalist Party policy.

“The Government isn't
dealing with the root of, the
problem. This has been high-
lighted by the current unrest
in  black townships
countrywide. The success of
the boycotts in the black
townships this week has un-
derlined the urgency of re-
form.

Grievances

“Blaming the unrest on
outside influences is rubbish.
These communities have fun-
damental grievances which
gemand immediate atten-

on. ‘

“For yedrs the Govern- great apprehension. The

ment has been moving people
for ideological reasons. It has
cost the count
has only caused great unha
piness and insecuriiy,” he
said. 3

“I encountered despair and-
disbelief among people who
for years have lived-in peace
and prosperity.

“Local and international
pressure has made the Gov-
ernment weary of ferced re-
movals. No more dogs and
teargas are being used to
move people, but they have
become sophisticated in their
methods of reseitlement.

“In Mathopestad in the
Western Transvaal there is

community has been in-
formed that- because of the

millions and" - yast aumber of students and

the lack-of classrooms, fam-
ilies will have to move to al-
leviate.the situation.

. Pitiful

“This'has only been caused
by the lack of proper facili-
ties. The residents have now
coilected money to build
exira classrooms to cope
with student numbers next

ear. 2
“Members from my consti-
tency who visited Matho
stad recently donated 5

bricks towards this project.

g

%,

One of our members has also
made a brick-making mach-
ine-available to the people.

“In extending a helping
hand we would like to rein-
force their commitment to
their land. 3

“The threat of removal
causes deep-rooted insecur-
ity. The prospect of reseitle-
ment has turned residents of
the Northern Cape township
of Valspan into a pitiful and
wretched community.,

“Similas conditions exist in
KwaNgema. The Ngema peo-
ple are desperate to retain
their beautiful and fertile
agricultural land. Resettle-

* ment will destroy the stabil;

ity of this self-supportive
community.

“The Government's re-
rieval of Huhudi in the
orthern Cape has revived
everybedy’s hopes. It was a
definite step in the right di-
rection.” 3

MR PETER SOAL

No fundamenia; change




NORMAN WEST

=1

introduced affirmative
action programmes in
which coloured people

will be given
treatment when public-
service own af-

= Coloureds push aheac
in Own

airs posts

d, had come
g after “literally
of fruitless and frus-
tion with the
Education, Mr A
b pubu““ to ta‘;;ia
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