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AN ADDRESS BY GOVAN MBEKI TO THE NAMDA HEALTH
PROFESSI ONAL AND HEALTH WORKERS ON THE CURRENT
STATE OF THE NATI ON AND THE PQOLI TI CAL ECONOMY
OF HEALTH I N SQUTH AFRI CA. THE LI VI NGSTONE
HOSPI TAL LI BRARY ON JULY 1, 1990

I WSH TO THANK YOU FOR | NVI TI NG US TO SHARE

. | DEAS ON THE QUESTI ON OF THE PROBLEMs CURRENTLY
FACI NG OQUR COUNTRY. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE

H STORY OF OUR COUNTRY WE ARE FACED WTH A

S| TUATI ON THAT CAUSES ALL OF US TO G VE SERI QUS
ATTENTI ON TO WHAT THE FUTURE OF THI S COUNTRY 1S
GO NG TO BE. EVER SINCE THE END OF THE WARS OF
DI SPOSSESSI ON THE OPPRESSED PECPLES WHO CONSTI -
TUTE BY FAR THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATI ON OF

. OUR CQUNTRY HAVE ALWAYS SCUGHT TO SIT DOAN AND
TALK WTH THE RULI NG VHI TE M NORI TY ABOUT

RESCLVI NG CUR PROBLEMS | N-A PEACEFUL MANNER.

NOW FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY GOVERNMENT AFTER
GOVERNMENT, BEFORE AND AFTER THE FORMATI ON OF
UNION I N 1910 THUS TURNED A DEAF EAR TO THESE
CALLS.



PAEE TNQ
THE QUESTI ON WAS : WHY DI D THEY REFUSE TO
ACCEPT SUCH A REASONABLE APPROACH ?

OBVI QUSLY THE WHI TE M NORI TY I N THI S COUNTRY
HAD CONVI NCED THEMSELVES | HAT PEOPLE OF

COLOUR WERE HELPLESS TO CHANGE THE SI TUATI ON.

ON THE OTHER HAND THE OPPRESSED AND EXPLO TED
PEOPLES OF THI'S COUNTRY NEVER CEASED TO
STRUGGLE TO BRI NG ABOUT THE CHANGE THAT WOULD
ENSURE THAT/ | HEY WERE PART AND PARCEL OF THE
agngf EAL BQB4. | LI FOR ALMOST HALF A CENTURY THE
AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS PURSUED NON- VI OLENT
MEANS TO BRI NG ABOUT A SI TUATI ON | N WHI CH THEY
WOULD ENJOY EQUAL RI GHTS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNI TI ES
ON THE SAME BASI S AS THE WHI TES I N THI S COUNTRY.
WHEN THE GOVERNMENT SLAMMVED THE DOOR | N THEI R
FACE THUS DENYI NG THEM ALL AVENUES TO EXPRESS
THEI R ASPI RATI ONS THE ANC EMBARKED ON THE ARVED
STRUGGLE TO END APARTHEI D. | N ADDI TI ON TO THAT

| T EMPLOYED A MULTI PRONGED ATTACK AGAI NST THE
APARTHEI D REG ME.
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PRESSURE WAS THEREFORE BROUGHT TO BEAR ON

THE NATI ONALI ST PARTY GOVERNMENT BOTH FROM

I NSI DE AND | NTERNATI ONALLY.

THE ANC SELECTED PRESSURE PO NTS VWHI CH

WOULD HAVE AN | MPACT POLI TI CALLY, SCCI ALLY

AND ECONOM CALLY. IT IS AS A RESULT OF THESE
PRESSURES THAT THE GOVERNMENT FI NALLY DECI DED
TO ENTER | NTO NEGOTI ATI ONS TO SEEK A PEACEFUL
SOLUTI ON OF THE PROBLEMS THAT FACE TH S
COUNTRY. _ I N PREPARATI ON FOR SUCH TALKS THE
ANC DREW UP THE HARARE DECLARATI ON WHI CH SETS
QUT WHAT REQUI RES TO BE DONE | F SUCH TALKS ARE
TO BE MEANI NGFUL. | N DRAW NG UP THI S NOW FAMOUS
DOCUMENT THE ANC MADE SURE THAT | T GAI NED MAXI MUM
SUPPORT NATI ONALLY AND | NTERNATI ONALLY. THE
HARARE DECLARATI ON WAS FI RST ACCEPTED BY THE
FRONT LI NE STATES. THE ORGANI SATI ON OF AFRI CAN
UNITY (QAU), BY COVMON WEALTH STATES EXCEPT THE
a/ - . ...
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BRI TI SH GOVERNMENT UNDER MARGARET THATCHER.
BY NON ALLI GNED STATES AND FI NALLY BY THE
UNI TED NATI ONS.

THE MAI N FEATURES OF THI S DOCUMENT ARE :
(A) I'T MUST LIFT THE BANS ON RESTRI CTED
POLI TI CAL ORGANI SATI ONS. THAT THE

SQUTH AFRI CAN GOVERNMENT MUST CREATE

A CLI MATE IN WHI CH NEGOTI ATI ONS CAN

TAKE PLACE, | T MJUST RELEASE ALL

POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS. | T MUST LIFT

THE STATE OF EMERGENCY. | T MJST ALLOW

EXI LES TO RETURN HOME W THOUT FEAR OF

| NCARCERATI ON, | T MJST PULL OUT ALL

I TS ARVMED FORCES FROM THE AFRI CAN

RESI DENTI AL AREAS. | N SHORT FREE

POLI TI CAL ACTIVITY ON AN EQUAL BASI S

W TH THE NATI ONALI ST PARTY SHOULD BE
ALLOVED.
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| T SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT THE NEGOTI ATl ONS UP

TO NOW HAVE NOT YET STARTED. WE ARE STILL

ENGACGED I N TALKS TO GET THE GOVERNMENT TO

CLEAR THE DECKS FOR NEGOTI ATl ONS.

THE GOVERNMVENT HAS BEEN ARGUI NG THAT THERE

ARE MANY LEADERS WHO MUST ALSO BE DRAWN | NTO

THE PROCESS OF NEGOTI ATIONS. OUR VIEW I S

THAT THE ONLY WAY OF DETERM NI NG HOW MJCH

SUPCRT SUCH LEADERS HAVE SHOULD BE BY ELECTI ONS

ON A NON-RACI AL BASI S. THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LI KE

TO DRAWON TO I TS SIDE OF THE NEGOTI ATI NG TABLE

ALL TYPES OF ELEMENTS THAT ACCEPT APARTHEI D EVEN

THOUGH THESE HAVE NO BASE. SUCH ARE THE BI SHOPS
MOKOENA AND MZI LI KAZI .

I T MUST BE CLEAR THAT I N SUCH A SI TUATI ON WHERE

THE TWO MAJOR CONTENDI NG FORCES. NAMELY. THE

ANC AND THE NATI ONALI ST PARTY GOVERNMENT ARE
-
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SEEKI NG THE SUPPORT OF THE PUBLI C FOR THEI R

PO NTS OF VI EW A CONSI DERABLE ALI GNMVENT OF

FORCES IS GO NG TO TAKE PLACE. EVEN THOUGH

THE GOVERNVMVENT WOULD LI KE TO PERSUADE THE

PECPLE TO BELI EVE | HAT I T HAS ABANDONED | TS
APARTHEI D PCLICIES, IN PRACTISE IT | S SEEKI NG

TO PULL TOGETHER TO I TS SIDE OF THE NEGOTI ATl NG
TABLE ALL THE ELEMENTS WHI CH SUPPORT GROUP

RI GHTS, I N OTHER WORDS, ELEMENTS WH CH FAVOUR

THE MAI NTENANCE OF ETHNICI 1Y AND M NORI TY RI GHTS.
THE ANC ON THE OTHER HAND IS COW TTED TO ESTABLI -
SHI NE A UNI TED, NON RACI AL. DEMOCRATI C SOUTH

AFRI CA. |IT CALLS UPON ALL THOSE WHO ARE COWM TTED
TO FREEDOM FOR ALL THE PEOPLES OF SOUTH AFRI CA TO
COVE OQUT IN FULL SUPPCRT OF THE ANC. VWHI CH AS THE
PREM ER LI BERATORY ORGANI SATI ON SPEARHEADS THE
STRUGGLE FOR NATI ONAL LI BERATION. IN THESE CRI Tl CAL
TIMES NONE | S PERM TTED TO SIT ON THE FENCE. VE
HAVE TO THROW CQUR WHOLE WEI GHT ON THE SI DE OF THE
8/-....



FORCES THAT SUBSCRI BE TO THE PRI NCI PLES SET
QUT I N THE FREEDOM CHARTER.

NAMDA AND NEHWUSA HAVE BEEN ESTABLI SHED TO

FI GHT FOR SPECI FI C DEMANDS THAT AFFECT THE
VEBERSHI P OF THESE TWO ORGANI SATI ONS. BUT | F
WE EXAM NE CAREFULLY THESE DEMANDS | T WLL BE
SEEN THAT THE TWO ORGANI SATI ONS ARE NOT ONLY
SEEKI NG TO CREATE WAGE AND WORKI NG CONDI TI ONS
FOR THEI R MEMBERS) BUT ARE DO NG 30 I N CRDER
TO SERVE THE CGENERAL | NTEREST OF THE ENTI RE
POPULATI ON. HERE THEN AT THI' S PO NT THE

| NTERESTS OF THE | NDI VI DUAL CO NCI DE W TH
THOSE OF THE ENTI RE POPULATI ON. BASED AS I T
'S ON THE | DEA OR PHI LOSOPHY OE RACI SM THE
APARTHEI D REG ME CAN NEVER DO JUSTICE TO ALL
THE SECTI ONS OF THE PEOPLE. WE KNOW FROM
EXPERI ENCE THAT THE HEALTH SERVI CES I N OUR
COUNTRY ARE PROVI DED ON A DI FFERENTI AL SCALE.
9/-....



MORE RESOURCES ARE SET ASI DE FOR THELgUPERI OR
RACE GROUP? NAMELY THE WHI TES. THAN IS THE
PO31TI ON FOR THE NATI ONALLY OPPRESSED. ONE

NEED NOT CATALCGUE THE SHORT COM NGS | N THE
PROVI SI ON OF THE HEALTH SERVICES IN TH S

COUNTRY - THE SHORTAGE OF BEDS AT HOSPI | AL.

THE POOR AND NON EXI STENnggERVI CES I N THE

RURAL AREAS. ETC.

THE PROBLEMS THAT FACE YOU ARE A MATTER OF

GRAVE CONCERN TO ALL THE OPPRESSED AND EXPLA TED
PECPLE OF THI'S COUNTRY. IT IS | MPORTANT TO

REALI SE TH S FACT. TO SCOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS YQU
REQUI RE A STRONG ORGANI SATI ON. BUT IN THE FI NAL
ANALYSI S I T I S | MPORTANT THAT WE REALI SE THAT
OUR PROBLEMS ARE RELATED TO THE PRCOBLEMsS ARI SI NG
QUT OF A NATI ONALI ST PARTY POLI CY THAT HAS I TS
ROOTS | N RACE DI SCRI M NATI ON.

10/-. ...



WHAT |'S REQUI RED |'S THE ELI M NATI ON OF APART-
HEI D AND THI'S CAN ONLY BE DONE | F ALL THE
FORCES THAT ARE OPPOSED TO | T ARE UNI TED I N
ACTI ON AGAI NST | T. THE ONE ORGANI SATI ON THAT
SETS OUT CLEARLY THE PATH TO POWER |'S THE ANC.
THE ANC Al MB AT ACHI EVI NG POAER SO THAT | T CAN
W PE OUT APARTHEID. AND I T 18 YOU WHO W LL
EMPOVER | T TO DO THAT.
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