Johnson: On the eve of the 1994
election, you: position seemed almost -
_ irretrievable but here you are four-
and-half years later; you still have
your base in KwaZulu Natal, you are a
minister in the Government, .
frequently acting president and are
now spoken of quite normally as our
future deputy president. .

- Buthelezi: Well, I would not want to
make any presumption at all about the
deputy presidency. For the moment that is
purely a matter of speculation but of course
my situation is a lot better than before. Not
only are tensions less but the ruling party
makes fewer attacks on me now and when I
speak either in Cabinet or in Parliament
instead of heckling I find the ANC shows an
eagerness to hsten ‘

But surely it goes further than that. Is
: therenot a deal between you and the
. ANC?

Jam a minister in President Mandela’s ¥

govemment if’ that is what youmean.

ﬁ\'l‘here are signs of a rapprochement far :‘;
¢ -greater than that. People would pomt :

o the ceremony at Blood River that
you attenfled together with Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki, to the IFP

/' support ofmany ANCbillsin == -
<. Parliament and also to the ANC’
acoeptanoe of your role in the .
- liberation movement. The AN C
. even criticised the Truthand .= ‘i~
i Reooncl]jaﬁon Commisslon (TRC) fo

Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi, in a wide-ranging
interview with RW JOHNSON, a leading commentator on political
affairs in souther Africa, talks about the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, violence in KwaZulu Natal, the United Democratic

Movement, the dismissal of Premier Ben Ngubane, the granting of

casino licences and the performance of the new South African
Government since 1994

_existent. Why has this happened?

nomic growth an

on whether this renalssance takes place or
not.

Most African countrles are relyingon
South Africa with its greater economic
strength to help them out of the cesspit of
abject poverty in which the majority of peo-
ple in Africa are trapped. It is this sense
that I support an African renaissance.

But does not African nationalism go
through a cycle of euphoria and
ideology that tends toend in '
corruption and authoritarianism as we
are seeing in Zimbabwe? Perhaps the
real African renaissance only comes
when you have to pick up the pleces
after that.

That is perfectly true. That is what Pres- -
ident Museveni is doing in Uganda, picking
up the pieces after a disaster. Certamly,
that is the real African renaissance. I
admire President Museveni and haVe had -
serious talks with him. sl

But you too are part of a govemment: B!
that has not had signal success. After -

- four-and- halfyears unemployment is
' 'up, many services have deteriorated, -

the currency has halved in value and- i
economic growth is almost non-.""" i

" The situation is absolutely terrible. -

*Things have deteriorated a great deal. For
* example, hospltals are clearly going down.

Things ¢annot go.on like this:If they do:

. 'there willbe a' revolutmn. ‘There are sever-

‘much centrahsatl

' ';membersofhlspartyhadalmost“throt-"' ' ' ot ’ THRRE. 7 : _”_"countryu.u

" tled” him. But since 19911haVe met regu- i Bl ‘ : . ‘ : bt g ! " the time if youmake somethmgungovem— .
| Egni larly with the ANC leaders.- i .. ... has adopted Gear and federalismisno  between black and black, between IFP. surely it should have summoned you to - That is all ridiculous. As our joint press:  .able, itis ungovernable for you as well as .
"+t iThe ceremony at Blood Rlver was 31m- longer a primary source of difference. and ANC. But there are many : ‘ cross-examine you?. .+ statement of January 31 made clear, Ben - for your,opponents Then there was the;: .
: ply another meeting. It was a national occa- Differences do still exist. It is true that  opposition politicians who see black ’ 1did appear before the TRC and made a- Ngubane was replaced for quite'other rea:::.. i
- 'sion organised by the Ministry of Arts and -;; Gear has moved the ANC further towards umty as racially divisive... . - long submission.to them in September - sons.’'As for Mr Miller, I have not even' 'l

.~ Culture and it was natural enough that the the free-market but their partners in the It is strange that if there is talk of unity =~ 1996. When I heard all these allegations. heard that hxs tuatlon is under threat
‘«-deputypmidehtwas there i . “SACP and Cosatu do not accept Gear and between the white parties, no one seemsto - being made'against me at the TRCIdid; . = i £
I s N e ¥ #0000 thus an important part of the ANC isstillat mind that. But the real point is that in the make speeches in reply where I pointed out.: : Isn’t the replaoement of Ben Ngubane
«JAt the tlme of the 1994 elecuon many _odds with us over that. Moreover, our. war between the IFP-and ANC far more ' - the falsity of such charges but of course, s~adlsaster? Heis a very popular o,
~. views on federalism have not changed. We - black people were killed than were killed in they 1gnored all that. - FATIN R i : uite
. believe that the crime situation wouldbea the struggle between black and white.: URRMaG Irea]ly don twantto ta]k about that Ttis
. @x ) great.deal easier if we had a devolution of . . There is thus a great moral obhgatlén onus Would the SACP and Cosatu be nght ings about some people .
power to theprovinces. They would have * to bring that conﬂJct to anend. Thathas to. ' fear a deal between you and the ANC ; asd 7,1
theirovimponce forces and thus be ableto have pnorlty, S i";g i
.dealproperlywith crime. it ey o i lparcamated A m 7 v ads . to them very plam and 1 have continued to
AR R IR I SR R Alreadv the ANC isaimin atatwo attack their policies.They have made it
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. oppose it in the Cabinet and I submit a
memorandum of disagreement for the
record. -

But the ANC just steamrollers its bill

isters can do as Cabinet decides issues not
by voting, so our views are just by- passed.
The real problem is that the government of

national unity ought to work by consensus -

and it does not happen most of the time.

But there are signs of real warmth and
trust between you and the ANC now -
-for example, the willingness of :
President Mandela to make you acting
president when he and Mbeki are both
¢ out of the country.

When De Klerk was still in the Govern-
ment he was acting president. It is just that
DeKlerk is not there anymore:

He could easily make someone like
Trevor Manuel acting president.

That is true and he has made me acting
president - 11 times actually. Things are
different now.

As Minister of Home Affairs have you
- not gone a long way to supporting the
ANC in their insistence on barcoded

IDs for the election?

Indeed, Home Affairs is insisting that
more barcoded IDs have been delivered
than is consistent with the facts turned up
by the Human Sciences Research Council.

Judge Kriegler has claimed that the
IEC’s independence was not properly
respected by Home Affairs.

Inaway I'm involved and in a way I'm
not. I take it very seriously that the Consti-
tution rightly stresses the independence of
the IEC. But that is precisely why I try to
stay out of this business. I see myself sim-
ply as a postbox. I can speak up for the IEC
in Cabinet or in Parliament because they
are not represented there, but otherwise it
is not for me to put my finger into things.

If we do want a credible election it is nec-
essary to have precautions such as the bar-

- coded IDs. We have a very serious problem
of other IDs being available to all and
sundry, including foreigners such as illegal
immigrants. Do we want them to vote in
our election?

Do you think the election can go ahead
despite the problems over barcoded
IDs and the low registration figures?
There would seem to be a very *
powerful argument for deferring the
election until August or September.
Obviously, it would be dreadful if the
election could not be held in good order.
That is vital, but what you say is realistic.
We must go on working towards the elec-
- tion as if it were going to be in May, but I
have to admit that the argument for defer-
ral isrealistic.

TheIFPandANCusedtobedwidedby
differences over sanctions, over the
armed struggle, over federalism and
over the free-market economy. The
first two have lapsed, the Government

e labouﬁ
laws What happens is that frequently we

" ,.Lu uwu pulLe Am,ueo allu LudS ve dl.)k: [XV]
with il ' it
Already the ANC is

“you feel th 'moved - thirds majority. If the IFP
a long way towards you? The IFP often

seems more than anything to want an
ANC apology and acknowledgement
that it was wrong in some of its attacks

.onyou. .-y
ﬂlroughandmerelshttleelsemeIFPmm-. g

. The ANChas tried to be more conc111a
tory Perhaps the key sign of that was my
meeting with Thabo Mbeki at King’s House
in Durban in November. He said: “We are
going into an election against one another
but let us see whether we cannot avoid acri-
mony and conflict.” So we set up a commit-

tee of three representatives each to see

whether we could not resolve some of the

- outstanding differences between us.

How far has that committee got?

Not far. That (the committee) has fallen
into abeyance and needs to be resusmtated
There is quite a way to go.

We shall certainly be standmg in the .

election for different things, But where I
agree with Deputy President MbekKi is that
other problems are even more important,
above all, the overwhelming poverty of our
people. That, rather than our partisan dif-
ferences, really has to be given priority.

What of the allegation you have
frequently made of the assassination of
400 IFP leaders by the ANC? If that
was true, then it represented the
biggest hit-squad campaign this
country has ever seen.

Yes, absolutely. That’s what it was. The
TRC didn’t deal with that properly at all.
That’s why it’s another one of the matters
that has been referred to this new commit-
tee. That will have to be dealt with there.

Why do you think the ANC has
changed its attitude towards you?

It’s a difference of style between Mr
Mandela and Mr Mbeki. You have to
remember that I had a long friendship with
President Mandela and was in touch with
him even when he was in jail. But the rela-
tionship between me and Mr MbeKi is
newer and he has tried hard to improve
things. For example, in the old days the
ANC used to talk openly of wanting to
destroy Inkatha and to kill me. Mr Mbeki
himself has admitted to the TRC that there
were ANC plans to assassinate me. That is
now openly admitted.

Has the IFP also not given ground to
the ANC in this process of
rapprochement? I

Well, there are many problems. It is not
long since the IFP leader James Zulu was
killed, and only recently I attended the
funeral of one of our IFP organisers in
Mpumalanga who was murdered with his
wife, apparently for political reasons.
These are dreadful, painful things.

There may now be greater amity and
rapprochement at the top but it has not fil-

tered down to the grassroots where alotof

killing is still going on.
I

When the democratic parhameht
began, the emphasis wason - ,
reconciliation between black and
white. As it ends, the reconciliation is

‘If the TRC was going to condelun you.'
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with it they could constitute an
overwhelming bloc which would make
the development of a true multi- party
democracy very difficult.

Iam aware of that criticism but you see
the sheer scale of the black-on-black vio-
lence imposes its own priorities upon us.
We owe it to the dead just as we owe it to the
living to make peace. 3

You are now suing the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. Its
treatment of events in KwaZulu Natal

* is odd. The TRC tries to stand many -

court judgments on their head, for
example the judgment in the Malan -
trial :

Yes, it is quite absurd but it goes further-

than that. When Judge Hugo found that
there was no proof in the Malan trial and
the accused were all acquitted, the chair-
man of the TRC, Archbishop Tutu,
responded by saying that Malan and his fel-
low accused should have been brought to
the TRC in the first place.

Now I have a great problem w1th that :

The TRC was not constituted as a court and
it did not respect or observe proper proce-
dure and yet Tutu wanted to arrogate to
himself a position above the courts. The
same crazy sort of reasoning leads the TRC
to make the assertlonthatthelFPandeer

sonally are guilty of gross human rights
violations. They actually say that we killed
more people than the ANC. The opposite is
true: far more IFP people were killed.

The South African Institute of Race
Relations gives a figure of 20 500
deaths in KwaZulu Natal between 1984
and 1994. Of these, the TRC says that
4 500 were killed by the IFP, around
2 300 by the police and 1 300 by the
ANC, but that leaves between 12 000
and 12 500 deaths unexplained.

Exactly. Who is supposed to have killed
all those people? They were certainly not
killed by the IFP.

It seems odd that the TRC in its attack
upon you has gone further than many
people in the ANC would now like. ;
Indeed, Dumisane Makhaye, the ANC
spokesman in KwaZulu Natal,
criticised the TRC Report for trying to
damage ANC/IFP relations.

I think you have to go back to the
attempt on my life at Robert Sobukwe’s
funeral at Graaff-Reinet in 1978. When I
was asked about that afterwards by the
Sunday Express I dismissed it as the action

of a bunch of thugs. But Archbishop Tutu, -

who was also at the funeral, when asked
about it said no this was not a bunch thugs,
this was “a new breed of young people with
iron in their soul”.

on you? .
‘Well he was the TRC chalrman and he

was the one who seemed to arrogate to him- *

self a position even above the Jud1c1al

process. gul: i LR
; il conldbedismjssedforthesame
‘reason. “
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.to them very plain and I have continued to . ;.

attack their: policles They have made it

“clear that they don’t like the fact that I now:"
and the “African renalssance but we

have a good relationship with the ANC
leaders and that I am supporting the policy

of Gear which they attack so bitterly.

The ANC seems to be treating the UDM
exactly as it used to treat the IFP,
refusing to talk with its leaders.

Yes, it is exactly the same and I deplore
it. It is disgraceful that they should not
meet with the UDM. There can never be
peace in KwaZulu Natal unless they do.

In the case of the IFP they even used to
say that they would rather talk to De Klerk
because after all we were justa surrogate of
1111 Rige o4

It is the same with the UDM. They

~accused Sifiso Nkabinde of being a spy for

the apartheid regime so that he too was just
a surrogate. And then they over-use this
explanation of a Third Force. It is often just
a way of not really dealing with the prob
lem properly.

The reason they don’t want to meet with
the UDM is that they don’t want to legiti-
mate the notion that you can break away
from the ANC and take some of its follow-
ing with you, which is what Holomisa and
NKkabinde have done.

There has been a great deal of media
speculation about the granting of
casino licences in KwaZulu Natal with
the suggestion that this is connected to
contributions to IFP funds by people
such as John Aspinall.

The issue of the Clairwood Casino bid
which involves Mr John Aspinall and
Messrs Stock and Stock has its papers
available and open for examination by any-
one. Mr Aspinall is my friend and not
because, as alleged by the media, he con-
tributes to IFP funds.

One must know Mr Aspinall’s back-

. ground to understand his deep interest in

the Zulu people. From an early age he
admired the Zulu people after reading Sir
Rider Haggard’s books. He is a friend of the
Zulu people rather than of the IFP. Some
years ago he and some of his friends helped
to pay for the transport of the Zulu people
who accompanied the King to the FNB sta-
dium imbizo, and to Pretoria and Durban to
meet President De Klerk. There isnota
cent that has been promised to the IFP if
the Clairwood Casino succeeds.

Mr Aspinall undertook to help the
KwaZulu Monuments Council (Amafa
akwaZulu) to repurchase land in the Valley
of the Kings. It is the cradle of the Zulu
nation. I was not even involved in such
negotlatlons

-

© There are however more nnportant past :

and present IFP personalities who have |
companies that are bidding for casinos.

They include people such as Dr Oscar Dhlo-
mo, Dr Ziba Jiyane and Mr Musa Myeni.

: There are other compames as well.
So you blame Tutu for the TRC’s attack’ )
.There is speculation that Ben Ngubane
‘has been replaced as premier because -

of his opposition to the granting of - .
these licences and that Peter Miller,
the KwaZulu Natal MEC for finance,

wutuu UL walll LW uv UML.
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don’t hear those words much from you.

To me “transformation” means build-
ing a new South Africa and producing new
South Africans. These things cannot hap-
pen overnight and the efforts to produce
new South Africans are only ata very early

stage and will take time for it to become vis-
" dent and that Thabo was defacto pres1dent

ibleat all.
. Only then will we be able to speak of
transformation with some real meaning. -
As far as the “African renaissance” is
concerned, I think most Africans in Africa:
do dream of an African renaissance partic-
ularly after African freedom has proved to
be so meaningless for most of the African
countries.
The political liberation of South Africa

in 1994 gave new hope to many African
. countries that South Africa holds the key

Well, I am very impressed by Deputy

President Mbeki and I think that after the

election we could make real progress. He is .

a man who really listens and is very aware

. of it all. And you have to realise that he has

really been running this country far the
past four years, President Mandela himself
said that he was only really a de jurepresi-

You are 70. Do you want to go on?

In one sense, it would be nice to retire,
put one’s feet up and go fishing. But how
can one do that if one is still needed and if
the situation is so desperate? : -

While people think I have a contrlbu-
tion to make, I must make 1t L have no
choicebut togoon. :

B With acknowledgements to the Helen
Suzman Foundation and Focus Magazine
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t is difficult not to feel a tad
humiliated by the seeming-
ly constant rejection of South

to feel that South Africa is
being abused by apparently

i AR ‘
. Erwin musn’t be too extravagant *
~when EU is placating free-loaders

goodwill.
South Africa’s

centre of a seem-
ingly impossible

economic woes lies in
non-payment of na-

a free market is pigs. If
the supply of pigs is

many miners.
There was no sentiment; in

EU officials are trying to

£

- ons : problem, through tional debt. a brutal show of power she ;
S ‘ Africa’s overtures to estabh.sh no fault of its own, It is why in Ireland  forced a rearrangement of the !
v e & £ | a free trades agreement with  is that it has got the only agricultural employment prospects of |
bl i AR 3 the European Union (EU), or caught at the epi- product that trades in  thousands of miners. }
re gi
3

- opment committee, the
: subcommittee of the bina-

" tional commission chaired
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impotent heads of European
states who clasp President
Nelson Mandela’s hand in a

bid to resolve .a
whole host of con-
flicting interests.

greater than the de-
mand, guess what
happens? The price

implement the necessary
changes by a process of
stealth called reform of the
CAP or Agenda 2000.

. by Deputy President v_. wonderful photo-opportunity At the risk of :
I S o f iy T E : ¢ : : ; C comes dowp. Although, or perhaps be- .
73 WSTE comtenatl ﬂ and assure h1m.that an EU ovgrsmp_hﬁcgtxon, It’s quite a novel cause, the workings of the EU :
Vi US-SA Business Council deal will be finalised any day this conflict hinges on efforts concept and completely at are far from democratic, a rel-
1T denitbis dhalior’ Tishis : X{}\ now. to reform the common agri- odds with the CAP, which re- atively small number of ram-

N O'Flaherty said US compa-
3 nies had encountered in-
stances where the ratio-
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That nothing ever comes of
these assurances suggests one
of two things: either these

cultural policy (CAP) at the
same time that EU member-
ship is increasing.

quires each farmer to get ap-
proval before’ growing some-

thin&in order than he can

paging farmers seem to be
able to hold the EU to ransom.
Spain, France, Italy, Portu-

| SX
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 council MD Emily Solomon | . 'S ] g <32 gu'-g 28 ;g =3 | 8-::;__’ s8a gaggg av 525 Saged ‘5-;_{w¢ 5.3z % . nations who are equally des- Wonderland. tion changes — after a time.In  not an issue (it may be in rela-
. spoke of concerns relating |/ 3825 SE43F e 3E55q ® 5 ga4 5855828233522 %858 E“’ >389 88> 8 « m 3 perate to expand their  Anecdotally, Yeus the EU, farmersdo  tion to the US) but the bureau-
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 adjudicating bids having | S 3 ig% 5 = ﬁ':aﬁ Sis %ggg 2eq Em.ﬁ;g K S‘a g2%38e 3 a 2588 g §.§ CD | have absolutely no power in duces EU de- bl od or crops, they farm  no mood to consider an agree-
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turbed by SA’s industrial
participation programme,
aimed at encouraging in-
vestment and technology

ing the black economic power base to include less ad-

vantaged groups.- :
A prominent businessman who preferred to remain

anonymous said Ramaphosa'’s departure was a blessing

. 5

ities will be available to more orgpnisations, wl_1ich
means that the black economic cakewill grow,” he said.

Another source said Ramaphosa was being oppor-

tunistic by allowing the media to speculate on reasons

for his resignation. “Why has he not come out to explain

the real story behind his resignation?” he asked, noting

that Ramaphosa had not made any mention of relin-
.+ quishing his not insignificant shareholding in Nail.

David Moshapalo of the Foundation for African Busi-
ness and Consumer Services said the foundation and
other black business and‘professional organisations rep-
resented on the Black Economic Commission were keen
to know how Ramaphosa’s resignation from Nail would
affect his chairmanship of the commission.

in disguise, both for him andrthe empowerment of black
South Africans in general. ¢ :

He said when Ramaphosa moved to business from
politics in 1996, the expectation was that he would ven-
ture out on his own. “Ramaphosa is respected in both the
white and black business communities. However, his in-
volvement with Nail was not wholeheartedly welcomed
by many in black business circles,” he said.

Phinda Madi of Madi Sussens HerdBouys said the
move augured well for the extension of black economic
empowerment beyond the relatively small elite that had

transfer.
The programme came
under attack from foreign
businesses when it was in-
troduced a year ago.
Under the programme,
winners of state’ tenders
had to set up a separate SA
_business venture, an obli-
gation many firms saw as
onerous.
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By Lucky Mathebe

HERE are enormous challenges

facing those trying to deal

with land restitution in South

Africa. In my view the Gov-
ernment’s approach to land restitution
must be guided by development princi-
ples.

The land under claim must be seen
as a challenge to build a more just.
democratic and participatory society.

Land restitution in South Africa is
conditioned and fully determined by
objective historical processes, which
have been engendered by the system of
apartheid.

As University of Cape Town acad-
emic Professor Mahmood Mamdani
has noted, what was distinctive about
apartheid was the dispossession of
people’s means of livelihood, such as
land and employment.

Because of the colonial nature of
apartheid. there was a link between
conquest and disposSession. and
between racial power and privilege.

The socio-historical environment of
land restitution therefore provides
grounds for a shift towards a broader
restitution agenda to address wider
issues of social engineering.

Historical processes

Given that land restitution is embedded
in the historical processes which
shaped the development of South
African society, the implementation of
the restitution programme therefore
cannot simply be informed by the neu-
tral need to process land claims.

Land restitution needs to address
itself to the broader concerns of socio-
economic development and reconstruc-
tion of communities.

And any institution driving a resti-
tution or development agenda needs to
have a clear policy prescription for
urban and rural development and spa-

estitution ne
to be overhauled

‘ Land restitution
needs to address itself
to socio-economic

_development ,

resolve the spatial and socio-economic
contradictions bequeathed by
apartheid.

It hardly needs to be said that there
must therefore be a synergy between
restitution and development.

This can only be achieved by setting
up a Directorate on Human Rights and
Development, which must be empow-.
ered to drive a much broader restitution
agenda.

The Commission on the Restitution
of Land Rights can be transformed into
such a directorate as part of the Human
Rights Commission’s action plan
adopted by the Government in 1997.

Land dispossession constituted a
gross human rights violation because it
was linked to conquest and violence.
Therefore land restitution — like the
provision of food, shelter, transport and
50 on — is a second-generation or socio-
economic right.

This means that land rights issues
must be treated as human rights issues.

The mandate of a Directorate on
Human Rights and Development should
be extended by the Restitution of Land
Rights Act to include the development
of the land that has been granted to the
beneficiaries of restitution.

It must also include the develop-
ment of the land that was designated by
the previous government as a
“dumping ground™ for black people.

A Directorate on Human Rights and
Development has the potential to drive
a far more progressive restitution and
development programme for the fol-

eds

‘ Land dispossession
constituted a gross

human rights violation

linked to conquest , :

@ It will be able to confront the
twin problems of restitution and devel-
opment simultancously:

@ It will be insulated from the cor-
rosive effects and retrogressive culture
of the Department of Land Affairs and
the Commission: and

@ It will be able to enforce the resti-
tution of land rights.

Because the constraints on develop-
ment and implementation of the restitu-
tion programme are specific to local
areas and regions, the directorate — as
an autonomous body insulated from the
vagaries of the politics of the DLA and
local government — will allow for local
input and decentralisation of power and
allocation of resources.

Human rights

A directorate will also be able to deepen
the culture of human rights in South
Africa by vindicating the second-gener-
ation rights of those who are not entitled
to the restitution of land rights.

Section 2 of the Restitution Act
clearly states that only a claimant who
has lost land rights after 1913 is enti-
tled to restitution of those rights.

But what about those who are pre-
cluded by this section of the Act?

In my view. those who are pre-
cluded by the Restitution Act from
making an appeal to land restitution

Flashback ... Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom celebrating the
return of the land of the Bakwena-baMogopa.

and hardship with the non-claimants.
Because non-claimants  cannot
make an appeal to enforceable land
rights through the law. they must be
allowed to make an appeal to socio-
economic rights so that they can be tar-
geted for development. )
In other words, as their claim for

for spatial and normative change. but
also for institutional change.

If systematically enforceable land
rights of claimants and enforceable
second-generation rights of non-
claimants are to be enjoyed. institutions
must be changed.

Both land rights and human rights

rights must also be targeted for devel-
opment. e

Like claimants, they have borne the
brunt of the crisis engenderad by segre-
gation and apartheid.

land rights has no basis in law in the
Restitution Act, their socio-economic
rights must be enforced by institutions
such as a Directorate on Human Rights

must be established in South Africa.
And that is where a Directorate on
Human Rights and Development
comes in.

and Development. :

We must adopt a restitutionary
development approach. Such an
approach implies a manifesto not only

(The weriter is a researcher at the
Comumission on Restitution of Land
Rights. The article iswritten in his per-
sonal capaciiv.j 3

tial change to overcome inefficiencies
created by apartheid.
Land restitution policy sets out to

lowing reasons:
@ [t will be guided by a single resti-
tution and deveiopnient vision;

The current practice does not do any
justice to the non-beneficiaries who
shared coinnion oppression, suflering
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HE initiative and leadership provided by
organised labour to contribute their
day’s wages towards employment cre-
ation on March 3 is a hallmark of patri-
otism and selflessness.

These are the same people who committed
themselves in 1994 to contributing a day's pay
to the Reconstruction and Development Pro-
gramme.

This dispels the false notion that employed
workers are selfish and indifferent to the needs
of the unemployed.

Some organisations that purport to be cham-
pioning the interests of the unemployed even go
to the extent of sloganeering, through graffiti,
“Away with Cosatu!™

Yet, when it comes to making concrete pro-
posals about job creation, they are mum — they
have nothing to say.

They think that jobs can be created through
false notions that it is the employed working
class, and not capitalism, that creates unem-
ployment; and that the unemployed can be
organised through shouting vain and hollow
reactionary slogans that pit the working class
against their unemployed class allies.

The Cabinet — and President Nelson Man-
dela and African National Congress president
Thabo Mbeki in particular — have responded
positively. ANC MPs, MECs and MPLs have
also voled to support this initiative.

This poses a challenge to all working youth,
women; professionals and those involved in
business to pledge contributions in support of
the unemployed and less fortunate counterparts
who are the targeted beneficiaries of this
unprecedented move.

;. Surely;it. makes -perfect; sensc, that youth,

) must.suppart.this move and!ourselves join the.
; forward ranks of those that are already con-
s e : ;
: tributing to this fund?

This initiative is to go a long way towards
addressing youth unemployment.

It comes among many other initiatives
adopted by the Jobs Summit to relicve unem-
ployment in general, and youth unemployment
in particular. 3

It will provide urgently required reliel to
youth, while it provides them with an opportu-
nity (o altain training and experience required
for long-term employment.

However, the problem of youth unemploy-

- ment wili persist, because of real problems in the
economy and other factors such as education.

The human resource development strategy of
the past, as well as the country’s economic struc-
ture, lic at the centre of youth unemployment
today, particularly affecting the black youth.

Accordingly, any earnest attempt  at
resolving this problem must therefore itsell be
multi-prolonged and integrated.

———

Workers take the lead

When workers give a day’s salary towards the unem-
ployed next Wednesday, they will be contributing to
national solidarity, writes Malusi Gigaba

S ebters SIS

fﬁ

ANC Youth League president

! vongt o0 v N '
The first critical strategy of intervention
must be to increase aggregate employment — or
the aggregate demand for labour. New entrants
into the economy must be absorbed and
employment for those currently unemployed
must be gencrated.

This can be achieved through increasing the
economy’s productive capacily and increasing
the number of jobs arising from that productive
capacity.

Secondly, the share of jobs going to youth
must be increased. This could be achieved

through active staic procurcinent policies and -

targeted employment subsidies without, infer
alia, encouraging companics to substitute
existing adult employment.

Thirdly, there must be created, as already
proposed by the summit, special programmes to
enhance youth employability.

These could take the form of a national
youth service programme; a national public

Malusi Gigaba says
'Wth_e employment of youth In SA will be the key
: t_p"\'/vgrds making South Africa a success story.

works programme; scholarships for stu-
dents; employment. internships. for
youth in the public and private sectors
and improving youth access to labour
market information. '

The fourth strategy must be the pro-
motion of .youth self-employment and
collective employment.,,

This can be achieved through the
promotion of youth-run small, medium
and micro-enterprises, cooperalives,
enterprises and franchises, and through
-pursuing an active industrial policy and
supportive monetary policy.

Indeed, while the Jobs Summit pro-
posal will certainly go a long way to
addressing youth unemployment, more
strategies ought to be explored as well.

Mecanwhile, the Youth Brigades (and
their associated programmes such as
student community services) and public
works programmes must be made to
work, starting this year.

Any delays can further demoralise
and marginalise the already overbur-
dened unemployed and unskilled pool
of youth. "

More resources, in addition to the
Umsobomvu Fund, the Budget and
workers’ initiatives, must, be availed,
especially by the private sector to boost
.+ youth employment.,

The rest of socicly, particularly the
employed youth themselves, must contribute a
day’s wages or salary next Wednesday towais__
alleviating the hardships of other youth, who
are more needy than many of us.

The challenge clearly is to create more
employment, but particularly it is to invest in
the future and get young people working.

It is only a partnership against poverty that
will restore hope among those unemployed. and
this is central to forging a common South
African patriotism and identity.

And such a partnership will. consequenily,
put a most welcome end to those wishing and
working for friction between the employed and
uncmployed.

Itis also in this way alone that can we all build
a giant home for all of us, called South Africa,
where there are jobs, sceurity and comfort.

(The writer is president of the ANC Youth
League.)

!
|

N

|

ONE IN YOUR EYE

All donate a day’s salary?

Algdafre O f e

Get serious

|

KAIZER NYATSUMBA
Maybe the unemployed should
organise themselves into a political
party to contest the elections
™ WEEK from today, on March 3,

President Mandela and his deputy

and soon-to-be-successor, Thabo
Mbeki, will donate their day's salaries to
the job-creation fund announced by the
leadership of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (Cosatu).

The labour federation has called on
its members to do the same and donate a
day’s salary to the fund intended to cre-
ate jobs, and a similar call has been made
to all employed South Africans and
employers.

Obviously, Mandela and Mbeki take
the labour federation’s proposal quite
serlously. And so they should, because
unemployment is a very serious problem
today, contributing as it does to our high
crime rate.

It came as no surprise then that when
he opened Parliament earlier this month
Mandela also pledged to contribute his
day’s salary to the proposed unemploy-

i ment fund and called on Mbeki, the cabi-
net and the public to do the same.

Mbeki has already pledged his day's

Ry
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salary to the fund and challenged every-
body to follow his example.

This is an important initiative.
Unemployment is indeed a very serious
problem in the country.

In fact, the problem might be even
worse now than it was before the 1994
elections, what with restrictive labour
laws which have indirectly encouraged
employers to lay off people rather than
employ more.

Everywhere there are men and
women who are unemployed and the
number of men and boys who sit beg-
ging on our streets has increased, as pas
the women and girls who resort to selling
their bodies to earn a living.

Is it a surprise, then, that we have the
kind of crime rate we have in this coun-
try? Clearly, not all the criminals who
make law-abiding citizens’ lives miser-
able have turned to crime because of
unemployment. There are many among
them, no doubt, who are simply greedy
and criminally inclined.

The worse the unemployment prob-
lem becomes, the more difficuit it is
going to be to contain crime.

Any well-meaning effort to §ddress
the problem of unemployment is to be
commended.

How seriously, though, should we

take Cosatu’s apparently noble initia-
tive? .

Well, it is difficult to take it seriously.
Cosatu has been at the forefront of
efforts to turn ours into a very restrictive
labour system.

Some of our labour laws, championed
by Cosatu and drafted by a government
which is in alliance with and beholden
to organised labour, have prompted
Transnet boss Saki Macozoma to reveal
that he intends to ask for exemption

from some provisions of the Labour Rela-
tions Act because of the prohibitive cost
implications. Obviously we do not need
legislation which will ensure that
employers do not exploit those who
work for them.

Unfortunately, we have gone way
overboard with our labour regime and in
the procéss overtaken many established
and reasonably opulent First World
democracies.

We offer little incentive for foreign
investors to eye our shores: we have a
serious crime problem in the face of
which the government appears impo-
tent. ?

We do not®exactly have one of the
most productive labour forces, and we

have a restrictive and overly legislated

labour regime.

The point was made in this column
last year, and it will be made again: no
entrepreneur or company in the world
ever creates jobs in order to help a gov-
ernment deal with unemployment.
Companies create jobs because they have
aneed and when it makes business sense.

If, a mere three or four months before_ .

an election Cosatu and the government
have suddenly realised just how serious
our unemployment problem is, perhaps
they can start by relaxing some labour
laws.

Only then would some of us take seri-
ously their call for a day’s salary to be
donated to an unemployment fund.

In the meantime, perhaps, the coun-
try’s unemployed should come together
and organise themselves into a party to
contest'the forthcoming elections.

During his budget speech last week
Finance Minister Trevor Manuel struck a
blow for the unemployed when he low-
ered company tax from 35% to 30%.

Perhaps his colleague, Labour Minis-
ter Shepherd Mdladlana, will now ta'ke
the necessary steps to make South Africa
an attractive investment destination so
that more jobs can be created?

o Kai tsumba is the editor of
The lng;e;fjgﬁ 2:1 Saturday in Durban.
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interest expenditure this year —
were not sustainable and would
have to bottom out in the next

compromised in the light of aris-
ing interest bill.
The situation looks more seri-

partments like education, justice
and police, considering huge in- |
creases in their budget alloca-
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| prior consultation and attacked
i the emphasis .on public sector
! retrenchments.

couple of years.

alliance partners, especially
labour federation Cosatu, which,

i ing public sector salaries this tax
i 'year, the sum was probably
| significantly less than the actual
i extent of personnel costs.

. partments had underestimated

¢ tion, for example, personnel

All this points to some rocky
discussions within the ANC

although broadly supportive of
the Budget, lamented the lack of

And the Institute for a Democ-
ratic Alternative for South Africa
(Idasa) warned this week that
even though Manuel had estimat-
ed in his Budget that 51 percent of
available funds would go to pay-

According to Idasa, many de-

their personnel costs in the past.
In the areas of health and educa-

expenditure was underestimated

ous if seen in the context of the
state constantly exceeding its ex-
penditure targets over the past
four years, with higher-than-ex-
pected revenue because of im-
proved efficiency in tax collection
saving the day in the past year.

In line with its budget deficit
target of 3,5 percent, the govern-
ment has targeted total spending
to grow by only 6,1 percent
which, after debt financing, im
plies a real decline in non-inter-
est expenditure at 4,8 percent.

“This target will be tough to
attain — impossible if govern-
ment’s wage bill is not cut by way
of retrenchments or by negative
real wage growth,
Bauknecht, a BOE Securities
economist. The government
might also have to raise value
added tax in next year's budget,
he said, which would raise the ire
of organised labour.

Economists

she said.

" said Klaus

Manuel’s

said South

tions over the past four years.

“The education budget has i
grown by 40 percent in the past |
four years, while that for justice
has virtually doubled ... We ;
need focus and value for money,” :

The government’s three-year !
wage agreement with public sec- | ‘3
tor trade unions comes to anend
this July. The agreement ties the
government to a moratorium on
forced retrenchment.
Skweyiya, the minister of public
service administration, has ac-
knowledged voluntary retrench-
ment was a failure because it led
to the loss of skilled personnel. !

Econometrix, the economic | -
consultancy, said, in contrast o !
pronounciations
during his Budget speech, social
expenditure had already begun
to decline, a trend that was likely
to continue as the interest bill
rose. — Johannesburg
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In the meantime, individual
cases will either be adjudicated

f

Extent of trustees’ liability is at

up as voluntary associations ..,

and ordinary contracts.”

Zola |

jointly and-seyerally liable. But
although retirement. funds can
be set up as trusts, many are set
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A common perception in the

consequence of the shift from
defined benefits to defined con-
tributions at what looks to be
the end of a long bull run in in-
vestment markets.

industry is that trustees can be
held legally liable, both individ-
ually and as a group, for the

INCREASED litigation is a likely

consequences of unacceptable

- 1o e
£ Egol8f gy 1¥
) VECTH O Ew ®
=] >"U b 'O‘:U i
2 £9ag8d® E'd £Y9 Bo
= FeTofg.aboegSs 2
L ToRg30c2888 . TE
o S 5 2 ~ 2
“=5E5o0°pESEde 08
o °°“~“m5_=uh3 30
O .
£ ¥E8LYESEnwEErns
o 8
S ScELSNEwS=cE28=Y
—3a8 _L o8 '—;E—-un
w 87ES-_28EcBS "3
EEE EEEL e £ 0T
] = .2
838 cloungl LEETOSE
50232U3230C s cpons
Scpdze NE  UYeE 2,
sl 99 §EE g 8D
g Ywagces Eccos ]
20 SEE2LEE Eslown o

Murphy says that generally
in law governing voluntary as-
sociations, cne can sue only the

fund and not the individuals.
The Pension Funds Act does

not speak of trustees in this
context; it refers to the respon-
However, he says this is no
cause for complacency, since
the legislation governing pen- -

sible people -as committee
sion funds in SA still needs con-

members.
ters, and trustee liability is cer-

siderable work to clarify mat-
tain to be an issue. Trustees
‘need to seek suitable advice. .

says he

“Inthe law of trusts thereis a

This belief has caused some
people to shy away from the po-
sition of trustee. Yet, the per-
ception could be unfounded.

John Murphy, SA’s pension
funds adjudicator,

“But as far as [ know there is
no law holding the members of
pension fund committees per-
sonally liable for negligent com-
provision where a trustee who
breaches fiduciary duties is

would like to see accountability
mittee decisions,” he says.

investment decisions.
entrenched in law.
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standing. This had now risen to R7,7bn.

The debt for company and personal in-
come tax had stayed almost the same at
R7,6bn while PAYE debt had increased to
R2,8bn (R2bn).

Van Heerden said company tax debt
had risen R500m or 20%, individual tax
debt had fallen R19m, and PAYE debt de-
creased 1%, suggesting the flow had been
stemmed in some areas.

The service was intensifying its eapac-
ity to prosecute tax defaulters. An eval-
uation of businesses between October

1997 and December 1998 showed a de-
fault percentage of 17% for VAT, 26% for
income tax and 20% for PAYE.

Telkom to spend R32bn on development

'Economy will beneflt from allowing as many people as possible access to tel%mm[(mcatlons network

Robyn Chalmers

TELKOM will spend R52bn by 2002 on de-
veloping its network, mostly in under-
serviced areas, a move which is possible
due only to the telecommunications util-
ity's government-sanctioned monopoly,
says CE Sizwe Nxasana.

Nxasana said the utility required con-
siderable revenue to achieve its licence
targets. “Common sense will ... tell you
that had other competitors been allowed
into the market, their focus on their bot-
tom lines rather than on transforming a
national asset would have resulted in
them targeting the most lucrative section
of the market, our corporate customers.”
Telkom was granted a five-year

monop’oly in 1997 when US-based SBC
Communications and Telekom Mal
bought a 30% stake in the utility.
monopoly could be extended for a further
year if it met stringent licence targets
such as adding 2,8-million new lines to the
network and dramatically improving ser-
vice levels.

Nxasana said any new fixed Iine oper-
ators entering the market once Telkom's
exclusivity period expired should do so
under licence conditions that promoted
free and fair competition.

Much had been said about Telkom's
focus on expanding its networks into pre-
viously underserviced areas, and how
this detracted from it being able to serve
its corporate customers’ hi-tech needs.

Nxasana said this argument was not .
based on sound economic principles.
SA's economy would benefit from allow-
ing as many people as possible to access
the telecommunications network.

A significant portion of the R52bn cap-
ital expenditure was already being spent
on. modernising Telkom’s _networks for
corporate and business customers.

Telkom was deploying fibreoptic rings -
as well as accelerating the upgrading of all
its exchanges. This had resulted in the
company being able to launch several en-
hanced voice and data services, he said.

“We anticipate that all our exchanges
will be fully ISDN-enabled.before the end
of 1999. This will prove of tremendous
benefit to business customers, who are

under everaincreasing pressure to move

_ data from place to place faster and more

effectively.”
Nxasana said Telkom had not neglect-

ed the need to support business initia-

tives outside its borders in order to at-
tract revenue into the country and into
the African continent as a whole.

It was one of the driving forces behind
the establishment of the SAT-3/Southern
Africa-Western Africa/SA-Far East cable
system. -

This will route between Europe and
south Asia with confirmed landings in
Senegal, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, Togo,
Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Angola,
Namibia, SA, Mauritius, Reunion, India
and Malaysia.
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Telkom CE Sizwe Nxasana ...
considerable revenue required




