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By Peter Fahrictus
and Shaun Johnson
CAPE TOWN - White
South Africans have em-
phatically "closed the
book of apartheid" with
yesterday’s landslide
68.7 percent "yes" victory
in the referendum.
The victory by Presitent
de Klerk and the Democratic
Party was hailed last night
as a massive vote for nonra-
ciahsm in a united country.
Nearly 2millton whites
voted "yes" against 875000
"no" votes - delivering a
stunning lmtllion majority
in favour of a negotiated tu-
ture vta 00653.
The result was 192t 186
ttyes" votes. 875619 "no"
votes and 5 142 spoilt panels.
The "no" campaign drew
31.3 percent of the vote.
"the meaaage of this re!-
erendum i: that this is the
real birthday of the real new
South African nation." a ju-_
hilant Mr de Klerk said in
his victory apeech on the
steps of Tuynhuys. Around
him stood DP leader Dr
Zach de Beet and memhera
ot the Cabinet. while a crowd
of ecstatic supporten
cheered and sang "Happy
birthday" to Mr de Klerk.
who turned 50 yesterday.
Mr de Klerk said at a sub-
sequent press conterence:
’"l’he manive poatt’tve result
sends out a powerful mes-
sage to all South Africans .. .
that those who have the
in term! 01 the wee
ent. Imperfect constitution
really mean it when they say
we want to share power.
"We want it to he lair and
equitable."
Mr de Klerh edded’. t’l’hll
reterendum. more than the
2nd of Fehtuary 1990. has
changed and will change the
face at South Atrtca."
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exception being Pietenburg.
Alter long delays because
the CP disputed the count.
the last result came in utter
em from the tormer Con-
servative stronghold of R00-
rt.
e "yes" vote won in this
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region with a majority 01 just
ovet 52 t at the vote.
An astoniahtng feature of the
referendum waa the extraordi-
nary interest it generated
among voters.
Over 2.3 million of the mum
try’s 3.29 million registered
voters went to the polls. neon!-
ing a record 85 percent poll.
DP urban strongholds ’tn Jo-
hannesburg. Durban, Cape
Town and the eastern Cape de-
livered huge majorities, turning
a win into a landalide.
In Johannesburg the percent-
nge poll was 04 and the "yes"
vote 18 percent. in Durban the
poll wu 80.6 percent and the
""yee vote 04.8mm. and in
Cape Town the poll was
88.3 percent and the ’tyes" vote
84.;Spi’cent of the tutu.
results proved that the
Q? ctlcttlated hndly in target-
ttng the Engltah vote - which
stuck firmly by negotiations.
Dr de Beer said his party had
played "a nut pm" in the refer-
endum victory. He was proud
that the DP had helped to
achieve the "excellent" result.
winch the way for real
democracy end for South Africa
to become a welcome member
of the community of nations.
ANC preeident Nelson Man-
dela said there was "great re-
hef nero- the country. It is a
source at encouragement to all
South Africans who think in
term: of the countrv aa a
61:81: 1758 1318 88:98 26;
whole." Whites should not fear
democracy he added.
At a press conference last
night Mr de Klerk struck a com
cililtory note towards the de-
feated right wtng.’He appealed
to H110" voters to accept the
clear mandate for negotiations,
and again urged them to join
constitutional mu.
Mhde Kieth said he was not
wanted hhout the right wing
now reeoning to violence. as
"the unprity of them and thetr



leader: at! responsible people".
He expected "some realign-
ment" of right-wtng forces.
after some agoniling within
them ranks in coming weeks. -
But. tending the AWE. he
said people who broke laws
would he vimuely panned.
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NEW DELHI. - India
yesterday welcomed the
victory of President De
Klerk in the historic refer.
endum.
In a special message to
Mr De Klerk. lnditfs
President R Venkatara.
man said: ttlndia wel-
comes your historic win in
the referendum and we
look forward to accepting
South Airiea in the main-
stream of the world’s de-
mocracies." Asian News
International (ANI) re-
ported,
The Indian leader went
tm to congratulate the
people of South Africa
fur having made a worthy
India congratulates
SA on lhistoric Winl ’
decision and for having
decided to give political
reforms a chance.
Indian TV last night
ran the story of Mr De
Klerk’s victory as its first
lead. The people of India
were glued to TV and
tadio sets awaiting the
outcome of the referen-
dum.
In its commentary. the
TV report said: "This Ls
an historic day for South
Africa and India is over-
joyed with Mr De Klerk’s
victory."
India’s chief govern-
ment spokesman expressv
ed the reaction of the ln-
diam Government
LLS
- Sana.
P. 13/18
"fully supportive of Presi-
dent De Klerk’s histonc
victory". The spokesman
told ANI that Vlndia is
looking forward to devel-
oping close and warm ties
with a new South Africa.
which is our maritime
neighbours".
Earlier thia month. In-
dia had decided to open
airlinks with South Afri-
ca. after having already
implemented the opening
up of penpie-to-people
contact with South Africa
and the doing away of
most economic sanctions.
Sanctions shouldsoon
be lifted, says Sacob
THE South African



Chamber 0! Business )’65’
tcrday welcomed the re-
form referendum result.
saying it was decime and
strongly supported cur-
rent cultstitutional nego-
tiations.
Sacob president. Mr
Hermie Viljuen. said the
outcome would "un-
duubtedly have u pasittve
innuence on the medium-
und lung-term perform-
unee of the South African
economy".
Remaining trade and
other sanctions :hould be
lifted soon. he added.
"Despite the msitive
contribution which the
world cummunity can
make. the onus is now on
South Africa to create 2m
environment of stability
and growth which will
promute investment and
job creation."
I The solid Yes vote
recorded in the referen-
dum With a clear Signal tn
politicians and nun-White
Wye,
South Africans llhtmt the
future direction of a pol.
itical settlement. said Mr
Mike Cum. president of
the Johannesburg
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.
Mr Cato challenged
ntm-White citizens m call
for the immediate cessa-
tion of sanctions and tn
cu-operute in a drive for
improved pmduetwity.
"i hope that all Our in-
ternational trading patt-
ners will now lift all re-
maining sanctions and see
South AfriCu as u kingpin
around which the econ-
omy of the subcontinent
can he tumed."
O The Johannesburg
Stock Exchange Commit-
lee welcomed the posuive
outcome of the referen-
dum, saying it promised
an era of growth. job cre-
ation and increased pro-
ductivity
The committee said the
outcome would give all
leaders in South Africa a
positive sign that the way
was clear for the iutute
development of the coun-
try and the economy.
"It confirms that South
African investors are se-
rious about preserving



and growing their wealth
in a responsible. free en-
terpn’se society and econe
omy."
It would also lead to m-
temational acceptance.
investment and trade.
0 From an economic
point of view. the biggest
:dventage of the referen-
dum’s conclusion we: that
insecurity had been te-
moved. said the president
of the Afrikaanse Han-
delsinstituut. Mr Attic du
Plessis. Sap;


