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Pl ans entice w de reaction
Constitutional change - basic el enents
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CGui delines for Constitutional change
The guidelines for far-reaching constitutiona
change in South Africa were disclosed on i thJuly
A w a at
V 1982 by the Prime Mnister, M P
Bl oenf ont ei n.
Mhr. P. W Botha
The plan, which envoked w de reactions, was set
of f by the proposals of the Presidentls Council
Fol | owi ng are the basic el enents:
O An executive president
' O A three chanber parlianent (one for Wiites,
one for Col oureds and one for |ndians)
0 A cabinet representative of all three groups
(col ouredt white and | ndi ans)
0 A Presidentls Council consisting of elected
in South Africa
and nomi nat ed nenbers
0 A new approach towards regi onal and | ocal’
managemnment functi ons.
The Executive President
The executive will be elected by an electoria
col l ege conprising 88 nenbers (50 Wiites. 25
Col oureds and 13 Asi ans).

The president will have powers of which the
nore inmportant are:
0 to elect nenbers to the cabinet
0 to decide which matters are of conmon or
general interest.
The executive president may not be or becone
a nenber of parlianent.
The Cabi net
The cabi net, which will be appointed by the
president, will consists of nenbers ofail-three
popul ati on groups who are representedTn the
three chanbers of parlianent.
This multi-racial cabinet will principally
initiate legislation.
Presi dentls Counci
This body will consist of 60 menbers - 20 will
be el ected fromthe Wite Chanmber of Parlia-
hent, 10 fromthe Col oured chanber and 5 by
he Asian chanber. The Others willibe nom -
nated by the president.
An inmportant aspect of the activities of the
presidentis council will be to act as internedi a-
tor should a conflictsituation arise when con-
sensus cannot be reached bythe three chanbers.
Par | i ament
The parlianent will conprise three chanbers
_-one for Wiites, one for Col oureds and one for ,
Asxans. Parliament will conpose an eliectorin
coll ege which will elect the president.
Conmittee system

A System ofconmittees will be the |ink between
the executive body and the |egislative body.
There will be comittees which will aSsociate

the three chanbers and cabinet comm ttees and
which will function as |link between the 'cabinet
and eeeh of the three parlianmentary chanbers
(see diagranme at the bottom of this page).
Oneof the nost inportant functions of the
conmittee systemwi |l be to evoke the principa
5f CUncosi ati on as reeonrnended by the Presi-
dentis Council and to achieve the greatest nea-
sure of consensus to avoid conflict, which often



amass in parlianentary debate

i Regi snal and Local Managenent

The gui delines for regional and | ocal nmanage-
ment nake provision for representation for

Col oured and Asian nmenbers in ohe body or in
seperate but |inked nunici pal organisations
dependi ng on the specific situation. These guide-
lines are not to date clearly set out.

Provinfial borders will * be unaltered and
regional committees will function within these

bor ders.

CONSTI TUTI ONAL GUI DELI NES: CENTRAL GOVERNVENT

Advi sePresi dent H PRESIDENT K - --_ El ectPresident
PRESI DENT' S COUNCI L

60 Menbers

25 Appoi nted by

Pr esi dent

35 Menbers el ected by 3 chanbers
20 by White chanber

10 by Col oured chanber

5 by Indi an chanber

Budget

Transport

Commttee %

Manpower

Conmittee com.

Interior _ ' .. |

, , . Affairs Contmtteeilor
Constitutional Agricultural Foreign
Commttee Committee Affairs
Legi sl ation on

common natters

must be accepted

bv all 3 chanbers

1.5 f -

HHHH

| NI TI ATE

LEGQ SLATI ON

group,

Menbers of all three chanbers will serve on standi ng com
mttees of parliament which will initiate |egislation and ot her

matters of conmon interest and di scuss as foll ows:
PARLI AVENT

Presidentw || appoint his cabinet
from menbers of the three
chanbers as well as outsiders.
Devi dewi t hi n cabi netcomittes
for own matters of each group
Legi sl ation which will affect
only one group, will only be
accepted by chanber of that
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