Lack of black Regional Services

W oo K &

Coungils in Natal angers Uran.

Nomusa Cembi
- THE Urban Councils Association of Natal (Ucan),
" the umbrella body of black town councils under
the province, has resolved to seek legal opinion as
to why Regional Services Councils have not been
introduced in Natal as in other provinces.

A spokesman said Ucan was not happy with
answers given by the Administration because the
RSCs Act applied throughout the country and it
seemed irregular to pass legislation for one pro-
vince.

The association feels that their towns are lag-
ging behind their counterparts elsewhere in
South Africa. They say this state of affairs is due to
a lack of urgently needed funds which can be ob-

~ tained from Regional Service systems. -

The Ucan spokesman said it was a well-known
fact that black towns in Natal had very limited
sources of revenue especially because sources of
funds such as beerhalls were removed from their
control soon after taking over as local authorities.

"~ Asked why the Regional Service system had
not been introduced, Natal MEC Mr Peter Miller
said; “KwaZulu objected to the RSCs and their
objections were appreciated by the Natal Provin-
cial Administration. °
. “Natal is different from other provinces be-
cause inside our metropolitan areas we have
areas under KwaZulu so we need to run the pro-
vince jointly.”

At the moment Natal is not receiving any
funds because the RSCs are not yet in operation.

In the meantime Natal cannot raise money
and the Government has yet to approve the pro-
posed Joint Services Boards before any funds can
be allocated.

A draft bill on the proposed JSBs is awaiting
consideration by the Cabinet and, if approved,
JSBs may start functioning in July, 1990.

Another hot issue raised by Ucan has been |
their frustration of not having a black MEC on the
province’s Executive Committee. Again Ucan
feels that the province has not come out in the
open on why it has failed to appoint a representa-
tive for blacks while the three other provinces
have one each. ;

Mr Miller said it was the decision of the Cen-
tral Government to choose an MEC. “At the mo-
ment the province is run by the Joint Executive

© Authority which comprises five KwaZulu govern-
ment representatives and five NPA representa-
tives,” he said. o
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THE mammoth
rally to welcome
eight former polit-
ical prisoners in
Soweto on Sunday
is not an African
National Congress
meeting and
would go ahead as
planned, organise-
rs said yesterday.
This was announced
yesterday by a spokes-
man for the National
Reception Committee,

Mr Murphy Morobe, in
response to a statement
by the Minister of Law
and Order, Mr Adriaan

Vlok, that a false per- |

ception had arisen that
the ANC was now law-
ful  following the
release of its seven
leaders on October 15.
The rally is scheduled

. for the FNB Stadium in

Crown Mines.

Vlok warned that it re-
mained an offence to pro-
mote the objectives of the
ANC.

Morobe said Vlok’s
statement was more of a

response to Press reports -

which said the planned
meeting was an ANC ral-
ly.

““It is not an issue who
called the rally as it is in-’
deed the NRC who didlit
to welcome our leaders
who happen to be mem-
bers of the ANC.

*“We have gone out of
our way to send letters to
Vlok and the Department.
of Justice about the rall,
and they responded yosi-
tively through the;Chief

A £

| Magistrate of Jehannes-

burg who sanctioned the
meeting,”’ said Morobe.
In response to a quest-
ion whether the NRC an-
ticipated security force
action if people attending

mistook the meeting for |

an ANC rally, Morobe
said:

*“We will not go out of
our way to break the law.
However, we still believe
in our demands for free-
dom of = speech and
fredom of expression.”

The rally is expected
to draw more than 80 000
people from throughout

the country, according 1o
the organisers.

The ANC leaders ex-
pected 1o address the
crowd arc Mr Walter
Sisulu, Mr Raymond
Mhlaba, Mr  Ahmed
Kathrada, Mr Raymond
Mhlaba. Mr Elias Mot-
soaledi, Mr  Andrew
Mlangeni and Mr Oscar
Mpetha as well as Pan
Alfricanist Congress lead-
er Mr Jelf Masemola who
were released from prison
after 26 years. "




By Tony Stirling

PRONOUNCE-

MENTS that negotia-
tions with the South
African Government
are possible are again
beginning to  surface

- T

~ Pro- negotlatlon i
repg %c_m@urface in

ANC rank sﬂ

within the African Nat-

ional Congress (ANC).
After a long period in

which only anti-negotia-

|

might have to use force to

tion lobbyists’ views have

‘been featured in official

ANC publications, pro-
negohauon articles have

oftheANCmnawsug-

gesting that negotiations
could take place under

base, and that the of the
negotiating parties, as
well as any agenda and

back the negotiations
against such elements.

developments in South- |
ern Africa, the ANC was
at present preparing for
such an  eventuality
should it occur, without
abandoning armed strug-
gle at this stage. 5
The tenor of these pro- |
nouncements, some of .
which have noted the
view expressed by the
jailed ANC leader, Nel-
son Mandela, after his
meeting with the former
State President, Mr P W
Botha, was in sharp dis-
tinction to those which
have been appearing in
the months leading up to
the September 6 general
election in South Africa.
For instance, reports
have noted that over the
past two years, the ANC
mouthpiece,  Sechaba,
had carried some articles
bythosefavommgnego—
tiations — but only anti-
negotiation articles in the
10 months prior to the
elections.
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Challenge

ernment faces its first major chal-
lenge under its policy of unconditionally re-
leasing African National Congress leaders.

The National Reception Committee is holding

a “National Welcome Back Rally” for seven
ANC leaders recently released and one lead-
er released some time ago.

The occasion is to be advertised with emphasis'
on the ANC, complete with the ANC em-!

blem and its two slogans and a sub-heading,

“Heroes of the people released after 26

years’.

The intention, it seems, is to make this an
ANC rally rather than simply a welcome
home for the ex-prisoners.

If this is not the case, why the emphasis on the
ANC?

The Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan
Vlok, has issued a warning that the ANC
remains a banned organisation and will re-
main so as long as it refuses to commit itself
to peaceful development.

A false perception, he says, has arisen that the
ANC is now lawful because of the recent re-
lease of certain security prisoners.

If the ANC does not bind itself to peaceful
development, there is no place for the orga-
nisation in a new South Africa.

In accordance with the Internal Security Act,

it remains an offence to promote the ob]ec-_

tives of the ANC, as a banned organisation,
he says.

The rally is to be held at Soccer City stadium,
Crown Mines, with as many as 85 000 people
expected. : :

The released ANC leaders will inevitably re-
flect the theme of the rally.

They will inevitably put forward the ANC
viewpoints. - '

Not only will the emblem of the ANC with its
slogans be worn, but the flags of the ANC
and of the SA Communst Party, with which it
is allied, will inevitably be flown.

Will this contravene the Internal Security Act
— and, if so, what will the police do?

We can hardly see the police breaking up such
a vast gathering; we also cannot see how the
rally can be banned now that the Chief Mag-
istrate has given permission for it to be held.

The dilemma facing the government is this:

If it does not intervene, if this becomes an
open ANC rally, it will be regarded as a tri-
umph for the ANC and the government will
appear to be weak.

If it does intervene, there will be accusations
that the government freed the ANC men un-
conditionally but is not prepared to allow
them to air their views freely.

One can imagine what a song and dance there

will be about this overseas. ]
Either way, the government cannot win.

Interestingly enough, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu and about 1 000 others arrested during
allegedly illegal anti-apartheid marches and
demonstrations are not to be prosecuted, and
charges of breaking their restriction orders
have been withdrawn against eight Mass
Democratic Movement leaders.

This may be a sign of easing up on prosecu-
tions, but it would be better to scrap the laws
and emergency regulations under which the
people were arrested than allow open defi-
ance that brings the law and regulations into
chsrepute

All in all, we would say that the government
will have to review its emergency regulations
as a matter of urgency and decide, here and
now, what latitude, if any, the ANC and its
supporters can be allowed while the ANC
remains banned. :

PS: It is interesting that whereas South Africa
has dropped its insistence that the ANC re-
nounce violence before the government will
accept the ANC as a player in the negotia-

~ tions — the government now requires from

the ANC a “commitment to peaceful solu-
tions” — the British Foreign Secretary, Mr
John Major, refused to meet the ANC del-
egation at the Commonwealth summit unless
the organisation renounced violence.

The amazing aspect of this is that Britain, like |
other Western powers, is pressing South
Africa to negotlate. with the ANC uncondi-
tionally.

Do you wonder when we sﬂy s a mad, madf

~world that we live in? [
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Tolerance a must in new

SA

PRETORIA — SA had to strive
for a constitution that entrenched
political tolerance and the right
of dissent, Wits University Centre
for Applied Legal Studies direc-
tor John Dugard said yesterday.

at a Pretoria Universi{;
mm on juris for a
future SA, Dugard said there would
inevitably be strong resistance to
majority rule in a post-apartheid
society in which there was a fair
distribution of wealth.

It was too much to that
Soctads, 1 115 ooyt pl OIS

rs, or the utha-
tswana and Ciskei, would welcome
government by and for the people.

It was probable, too, that free mar-
keteers would resort to subversion to
undermine economic policies com-
mitted to a redistribu of wealth.

There was every likelihood that
some groups would engage in armed
resistance to the new democratic
order.

“Security laws will, therefore, be
necessary and, alas, so will emergen-
Cy powers.

These powers, however, had to be
used to suppress violent tion
only, and not political dissent. Judici-
al review of em cy measures
would be essential in a new SA to
avoid any suggestion that such mea-
sures were being involved by way of
retribution against the former wield-

XouaNesy xq&'h}

constltutlon
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{ GERALD REILLY |
ers of arbitrary

pose.
“A territorial federation premised
on the old borders with a
bill of righ andproportionalrepre-
sentation seems a more likely OJ;e
for success than the unitary m

accompanied by unbrldled parlia-
mentary supremacy

Process of change will not be
smooth — law commissioner

PRETORIA — The process of change
in SA would not be easy, smooth or
soon completed, Law Commission
Pierre Olivier said at
Pretoria University yesterday.
Speaking at a conference on a new
jurisprudence for a future SA, he
warned there would be many set-
backs, crises and disap

The process would not be logical or
planned.
He said he had made a
list of more than 50 sta
would have to be ed or drasti-
cally amended to an end to

apartheid.
~ This illustrated the magnitude of
the reform task.

The whole plethora of security leg-
islation would have to be reviewed
and, in the main, drastically altered.

“However, the heart of apartheid is
enshrined in legislation disenfran-
chising blacks, Chinese and some Asi-
atics, excluding them from partici-
pating on an equal basis in the
decisions of the legislature and com-
pelling coloureds and Asiatics to vote
on separate rolls.”

Criminal law would change
“reasonable drastically” when
statute book was wiped clean of
apartheid legislation and of-
fences, for example under the Group
Areas Act, fell away.

There would probably be an om-
budsman who would pllfiy a role-in

| GERALD REILLY |

dealing with allegations of bribery
and corruption and violations of hu-
man rights, and in administrative
actions.

The rule of law would be far more
just and reasonable, thanks to the
ii;sappearance of discriminatory

SAeuuldthentakeitsplaeeagain

' in the family of nations.

Problems

i et I
c w evolutionary wi
the present order, which would
change and reform until one day a
point would be reached where it
could be said: “Now we lmve a post-
apartheid SA.”

Zululand University law faculty
o whother the dlmantliag of spart
ed w! of apart-
heid would be the end of the country’s

problems.

Even when it was gone, serious
problems would remain.

Termination of colonial rule in
Africa had not automatically ushered
in a new era of basic liberties.

An ideal legal order was one that

teed fundamental ts of the
vidual and the invi of the
human : a legal order with a

human

_2Dugard

Whatever political order was
agreed to there had to be a recogni-
tion of basic individual rights in a bill -
of rights.

Many believed that in a post-apart-
heid society a form of democracy
would emerge that needed no re-
straints on power.

Dissent and division were of
the SA heritage which w
change overnight when a mass su
portﬂvmment came to ¥
this reality were and ca-
tered for in a new political order, SA
could become a vibrant plural
society. If not, the views of many
would be and SA would
become a society in which minority
repression was replaced by majority

said he was saddened
the growing intolerance of the left. It
didnotaugurwellthatagrom
opment of SA’s po]it;t‘;lhfe
g was in-
tolerant of dlmtjng views and of
basic human
SA’s record ' the introduction
of detention without trial in 1963 was
a sad and brutal one. Many thousands
e iy ey il sy L,
wi t ever
He said SA owed it the memories of
the many who had died in detention to
ensure measures such as section 6of
the Terrorism Act and section 29 of
the Internal Security Act were not
repeated in the new legal order.

. GERALD REILLY
PRETORIA — A number of tools to

address the injustices of the past
would be available to any govern-

ment chosen by the i
3 8 v o

Resources
Chaskalson said yesterday. 3

Speaking at a conference on a new

jurisprudence for a future SA, he said
that among these tools were the abili-
tz to enact industrial legislation and

e ability to pursue state policies
designed to advance the interests of
those who had been the victims of the
apartheid system.

Although™ the legal order would
have to have as its purpose the crea-
tion of a fundamentally different
society, it was likely to agreat
o e
ever, was in need of r&mt ke cop

The overwhelming majo of
those who passed through criminal

courts were black. They were invari-
ably tried by whites and the -
ings were in a language fre-

quently either did not understand or

understood ectly.

More often not, tlley were un-
defended.

On public confidence in the courts,

Chaskalsonsaldtmswouidinu'ease
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WASHINGTON — The African
National Congress representa-
tive in Canada has slammed
the Ottawa government for hy-
gocnsy for claiming to lead the

le against apartheid while
taking away land from Canadi-
an Indians.

Mr Peter Mahlangu tlus
week told a crowd of about 150
protesters that Canada’s In-
dians and South African blacks
were both victims of govern-
ment theft of land.

He was addressing a rally in
| Edmonton at which Lubicon
| Lake Indians protested at Ca-
nadian government refusal to
negotiate the issue of returning
10000 sq km of land 300 km
north of the city which they
claim had been their tradition-
al territory.

Police action

Last October the Canadian
Eolice tore down an illegal

lockade set up by about 500 of
the Red Indians on a road lead-
ing into the disputed temtory
They also arrested six of the
protesters.

The Lubicon Lake natlves
have threatened physical ac-
tion if the government con-
tinues to ignore their pleas for
negotiation on the issue.

Mr Mahlangu told the rally
on Monday that Prime Minis-
ter Mr Brian Mulroney was a
hypocrite for claiming to lead
the battle against apartheid
while refusing to settle the
Lake Lubicon native land
claim.

“How can Canada to be .
remembered about fighting
against South Africa while
doing this to its own people,
he said.

"“Nobody has the ri ht to-
take away from them what be-
1ongsto em,” he said. 1" "

Mr‘Mulroney has been :
cised from other quarters this
week for. his hypocrlsy on
apartheid. = ' &

or. - Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambi-
ue too, as they need the trade. -
--M.‘Ilt:.also means. more :power to -

waﬁreported 5
~Journal as saying ‘that when-
Mr ]Mulrone criticlsed South *
i ihe dlg so thout clean .

“The is aparthei 'h'"
é"i’[stu: %’hi{ cl:mntr;“ gﬁﬁt ""

for -

A X

The government of Canadi-
an Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney has come under
increasing criticism and
been accused of hypocrisy
for its stand on apartheid
while taking land away
from the country’s Red In-
dians. DAVID BRAUN of
The Star’s Washington
Bureau reports.

- encoura
: mw ulroney’s pandering to

" colades is wrong.'
- “Ant impoverished South
- Africa means an impoverished

just as bad as what is being
practised right now in South
Africa. In fact, because it is
done subtly, it is a heck of a lot
worse,” Mr Skelly said. -

He said Mr Mulroney’s gov-
ernment was playing games '
not only with the Lubicon In-
dians, but also with other
groups of native Canadians. '

Meanwhile an editorial arti-

cle in a Canadian newspaper, |
The Sun, this week criticised
the Mulroney government for |
pandering to Third World prej-
udices for accolades by sup- '
porting sanctions against South
Africa.
- The article said it was a
given that apartheid was re-
pugnant, foolish and degrading.
It should be ended. But it was a
bit like the Canadian system of
Indian reserves. They should be
ended too. The question was
how.

The article said: “The grea-
test enemy of apartheid is
prosperity. A black middle
class with money ‘moves to- |

~ ward-equality and freedom. |

Deprivation and isolation feeds |
the forces of extremism, and as |
far as apartheid is concerned
— that’s the white conserva-
tives who are the ofﬁcial oppo
sition and growing. - i
. “Mrs’ Thatcher’s’ restrained
opposition to apartheid while
change is the right

orld prejudices for-ac-

hite extremists and-black-:
dicals, ‘not-to mention: hard- -
'ﬁhips for South African blacks
“ who, polls show, overwhelm

St v




Swazis get tough on

MBABANE — In the dead of night a petrol
bomb crashes through a window and
breaks against the wall above the bed

whﬁ:;ﬂgame ranger lies sleeping.
uckily for him, it does not ignite, al-
though he is showered with petrol. Half
awake, he reaches out to light the bedside
candle — but then smells the petrol just
before striking the match that would have
turned him into a human torch.

~As-far as the ranger is concerned, there
is:no need to guess who instigated the pet-
rol:bombing: it was the poachers who are
after the white rhinos in Swaziland’s Hlane
national park.

«dter several rhinos have been killed for
theif horns in the reserve, he and his supe-
riors believe his investigations have been
getting uncomfortably close to identifyi
the poachers and he thinks the petro
bomb was a warning for him to back off.

.. As in other parts of Africa, game rang-
ers-in Swaziland face a growing risk of
being attacked by poachers made increas-
ingly determined by the rising price of
rhino horn on the black markets in the
Middle and Far East.

With only a small population of rhinos
and-elephants, Swaziland can ill afford to
lose:them to poachers. But the traffickers
in ilticit ivory and rhino horn may be look-
ing to Swaziland not so much as a source
of these commodities than as a conduit for
stfuggling them from other parts of Afri
ea tothe Far East. ;
»This suspicion, strongly held
vationists in Swaziland and Sou!

rroert

conser-
Africa,

While international controversy rages
over banning ivory sales to save the
African elephant from extinction, con-
servationists in Swaziland are pushing
for an alternative approach: long, man-
datory jail terms for poachers, dealers
and corrupt officials. By GERALD
L’ANGE or The Star’s Africa News

Service.

was strengthened recently when customs
officers at Matsapha airport seized
R210000 worth of ivory which had been

hidden in the luggage of a p of Zam-
bians entering the country the air-
port’s VIP lounge.

Big haul

————

Further evidence of a Swaziland conduit
came in August when customs officers in
Taiwan seized 169 elephant tusks, 577
pieces of carved ivory and 11 lion skins
that had, according to reports from Taipei,
been smuggled in from Swaziland.

The documents accompanying the con-
signment listed the sender as the Hou Im-
port and Export Company in Swaziland —
a firm that does not appear in the king-
dom’s telephone directory.

As a member of the Southern African
Customs Union, Swaziland is well placed
for channeling African wildlife contraband
to the Far East. Once placed in a contain-
er in Swaziland, the contraband can be
shipped through South African ports with-

I\

poaching

out customs inspection.

The kingdom’s attraction for smugglers
may have been increased bg widespread
official corruption, which has extended
even into conservation circles.

Evidence has emerged s
Swazi officials have been involved in ille-
gal or questionable activities concerning
wildlife and natural resources.

Faced with the threat of seeing their
country become an international smug-
gling route and its rhinos and elephants
being wiped out by poachers, conserva-
tionists in Swaziland are looking at to
pewwaystostopthekﬂlingandtrafﬁ -

One proposal being given serious consid-
eration is the introduction of mandatory
E;_rison sentences for poachers and dealers.

o discourage official corruption, similar
penalties might be sought for the issu-
ing of false permits and other documents.

Some conservationists want a minimum,
mandatory jail term of five years for rhino
poaching. In addition, a convicted poacher
would be required to replace the rhino he
had killed or to pay com tion equiva-
lent to the rhino’s market value (as much
as R70000 at current prices) or be sen-
tenced to a further two years in jail.

These stiff penalties are considered nec-

because fines are no longer seen
as a deterrent when the high prices
fetched for ivory and rhino horn make it
easy for poachers and traffickers to pay
even heavy fines, leaving themselves
to continue with their poaching or dealing.

esting that
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WASHINGTON — The African
National Congress representa-
:]i:;e Oﬁa Canada has slta;nn}led
; wa government for hy-
B:cnsy for cllaiming to lead the

tle against a id while
taking away land from Canadi-
an Indians.

Mr Peter Mahlangu tlns
week told a crowd of about 150
protesters that Canada’s In-
dians and South African blacks
were both victims of govern-
ment theft of land.
| He was addressing a rally in
' Edmonton at which Lubicon
| Lake Indians protested at Ca-
nadian government refusal to
negotiate the issue of returning
10 000 s? km of land 300 km

north of the city which they
claim had been tzelr tradition-
al territory.

Police action

Last October the Canadian

golice tore down an illegal

lockade set up by about 500 of

Red Indians on a road lead-

ing into the disputed territory.

They also arrested six of the
protesters.

The Lubicon Lake natives
have threatened physical ac-
tion if the government con-
tinues to ignore their pleas for
negotiation on the issue.

Mr Mahlangu told the rally
on Monday that Prime Minis-
ter Mr Brian Mulroney was a
hypocrite for to lead
the battle against apartheid
while refusing to settle the
Lake Lubicon native land
claim.

“How can Canada to be
remembered about fighting
against South Africa while
doing this to its own people,”
he said.

“Nobody has the right to
take away from them what be-
longs to them,” he said.

Mr Mulroney has been criti-
cised from other quarters this
week for his hypocrisy on
apartheid.

A New Democract member

of parliament, Mr Bob Skelly,
was reported in the Edmonton
Journal as saying that when
Mr Mulroney criticised South
Africa he did so without clean
hands.
“There is apartheid that
exists in this country that is

The government of Canadi-
an Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney has come under
increasing criticism and
been accused of hypocrisy
for its stand on apartheid
while taking land away
from the country’s Red In-
dians. DAVID BRAUN of
The Star’s Washington

Bureau reports.

just as bad as what is bein
practised right now in Sou
Africa. In fact, because it is
donesubtly,itisaheckofalot
worse,” Mr Skell Hv
He said Mr ulmney’s gov-
ernment was playing games
not only with the Lubicon In-
dians, but also with other
groups of native Canadians.
Meanwhile an editorial art.i
cle in a Canadian newspa
The Sun, this week criti
the Mulroney government for
pandering to Third World prej-
udices for accolades by su;
porting sanctions against
Africa.
- The article said it was a
given that apartheid was re-

ugnant, foolish and de?radlng.
t should be ended. But it was a
bit like the Canadian system of
Indian reserves. They should be
leinded too. The question was
OW.
The article said: “The
test enemy of apartheid
prosper tg A black middle
class with money moves to-
ward equality and freedom.
Deprivation and isolation feeds
the forces of extremism, and as
far as apartheid is concerned
— that’s the white conserva-
tives who are the official oppo
sition and growing.
“Mrs Thatcher’s restrained
opposition to apartheid while

encouraging change is the rlgllt

MWorld prejnglacnm for ac-

colades is
Af:im‘ impoverisml:ed South
ca means an impoverished
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambi-
ue too, as they need the trade.
t also means more power to
white extremists and black
radicals, not to mention hard-
ships for South African blacks
— who, polls show, overwhelm-

sanctions if
R ok A




