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By MOEGSIEN WILLIAMS
FRANKLIN SONN stmed lIst week
with I eImpIign thIt will rIdicIll
alter the politieIl profile of hts
orgInisItion. the Union of Telchers'
AssoeiItions of South Africa --
pcrsuIding 25 000 teIchexs to Ido t
the bIsie policy document of e
ANC. the Freedom Chuter.
The composition of the CTPA Ind

UtIsI. mItnly 'coloured' teIchers
employed by the House of
Represenuttves‘ edncItion
depIrtment. nukes it I daunting tuk.
While drIwing I large membershi

in urban centres such Is the Peninsui:
and Port Eliubeth. it Ilso hIs I luge
membenhip in run! areas.

in I wide-rmgin; interview It his
office on the campus of the PeninsulI
Technikon. Sonn :Iid: “It's obviously
not I decision thIt an be tIken It I
single meeting 'on I SundIy
Iftemoonf » ’
He outlined I blistering ptongmme

thIt will keep him Ind his executive
member: on the eImpIign mil to I11
puts of the country "virtuIJl evexy
weekend from now_ until next une'.
"My proponl to the organisation is

bued purely on eIlculIted ItrItegie
action in terms of its future
development.

Structures
"For this. my orgIniSItion needs I

mission stItement which leIds to
shIred VIlues Ind on which I
prongmme of Iction can be bIsed.‘
Sonn aid the Idoption of the

Freedom ChIrter Is I mission
stItcment could only be Iuccessfully
done by pIinstIktngly “working
through' the orgInlIItion's
democrltit: strucmres ,
'A decision to Idopt the Chutet

can simply be Innouneed Ind people
will Igree or it an be dietIted to
them to Iccept. But it will not be
worth the taper it's written on.
‘By the end of our cImpIign not

one of our members will be Ible to
say he or she hId not hIgl In

Is not mté laced.
Attendth the annual gatherings of the
Cape Teacher's Protesslonal

one at the largest
and :best-organlsed teachers' bodles In
the country. or at Its federal body, the
Unton of Teachers' Assoelatlons, at
South Atrtca (Utasa), the depth 01 his

and populartty ,among rank-and-
me members ts Immediately apparent.

sway, together wlth
a persuasive Intellect and a

"gttt ot the gab", that has led to his
unchallenged leadership of teachers'
'organlsatlons tor mere more than 11

Assoctatton (CTPA),

support

Sonn has pull and
chartsmal

years...
Born ln.the Vosburg dtstrtet near

-Vtctorta West, Sonn matrlculated at
Harold Cressy High School In Ca e
Town In. 1957 and‘attended the

ot the Western Cape where -
he completed a BA honours and a

Untverslty

teacher's 'dl lama.
He taught tor.12 years at secondary
school level.and served tlve years as
prlnclpat otSpes Bona High School In
Athlone.
He has been rector of the Peninsula
Teehntkon In Beltvtlle South tor 10
years.

them together from time to time It
meetings. Mobiliution eIn only be
done effectively through efl’eetive
plInning Ind demonstrated hIrd
work.’
Sonn nid the Freedom Charter

succintly expressed the upirItions

'AT the end at the day I'm contldent
that P" be able to get the 25000
members at my organlsatlon
the adoptton ot the Freedom
Thts eontldent statement made b

Frankltn $onn In an tnter_vtew thls week
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to sup ort
Charter."

BlIck Consciousness Movement
during our eImpIign."
Sonn ind there were I number of

or Inisations Ind peo le who hId
di ferences with Itttcles in the
Charter, such Is its reference to
nItionII groups Ind the question of

Sonn Hid he did not agree with III
the methods employed by the ANC. ‘
”We know. however, thIt the ANC

hIs been driven to violence beCIuse
for more thIn 40 yeIrs its peaceful
efforts the been rebuffed byvthe
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”In principle we In: of one mind.

NIturIlly, it we declue our shared
VIlues on the bIsis of the Chuter.
our Ifl'mity will be much closer.

'It is not in the interest of Inybody
to seek division. Our urpose is to
Ice): unity Ind (in 0' ts ofopportunit to the l fly on m. Ind ldeitnires (g the_ijority of the sociIlism. violentreIction of the State. .915,“an P m“gig?” 9" E?mg"; “fin”; M ° Sott Ahg' "In my democntie lystem there u T e r r O ”s l s 0. He said there Ire rnIny people andregio‘t’nlwmd 10:2: suzgtsumtfiid‘ Ballets will Ilwas be Irguments over groups who Ire 50mg Imund and

representItives It the the
orgInisItion'x -InnuIl conference
would be delegIted to uh I
decision. -
Sonn said he expected "some

tension' in his orgIniSItion during
the debate on the Chatter. but he was
confident thIt there would be I
unified IpproIeh when I decision
WIS taken.
'Our stntegie pin is to mobilise

 

'l‘he Chmer is most Ikin to the
existing beliefs of our community
Ind is I document that best
enprsuiItes I shued value system
thIt is neeesmy it we wmt to
libente our country.

'It is in essetue I bill of rights
which IItisfiu Ilmost Ill basic
requirements. We will. of 'course.
look It other documents such as the

interpretations of come ts Ind
issues. These arguments. owever.
must never stand in the way of the
need to Ict together."

It was difficult to predict the
potiticIl repercussions should the
teachers' organisation decide to Idopt
the ChIrter. he said.
"We must Iet in terms of our

convictions. We don't reIlly the
[cars because what we Ire Ibout to do

"I don't believe there'll be I
reduction in violence through counter
State violence. or by merely
preIching Igainst violence.“
There wu In onus on South

Africans to demonstntc they could
find unity of urposc Ind ercIte I
democratic In noanciIl society in I
"non~violent WIy".

Sonn uid he envisIged his
teIchers‘ orgInisalions “growing

saying things Ibout us.”

'l‘hese people say they believe in
the liberation struggle. but some of
them Ire more intent on destroying
unity in the HM: ol’ the oppressed
Ind Ire Is dangerous as the
reIetionary forces.

"Often these forces claim to be
democratic. but when their strategic
plan is examined. you'll find little
evidence of tcspcct for the rights of

 

  

 
our members on the buis of the ten-point Pllfl' 0‘ .th UN“? WC bdic“ 10 be in "‘0 bflljnlflw closer” to other progressive the individual which is after all theCharter, which is not to simply get MOVCJTICM Ind 0“ MImfesto °f 9": of 0“? mum”?! “d commumyf orgInisItions. cornerstone of democracy.'

1987 will definitely be re- Standby lolks tor tho, WHAT N EXT I credibility among blacks and Wm going to term an um-

  

  
membmd Is the ‘ynr 0! Democratic Relotmed lndo— .
the sphs‘.No.tmnottIlklng pendent Party, the When they can be men to
about what ballet dIncus Ptogrosslve DImocrItle “59 AWIOIMS-
do. I'm talking Ibom wheel- Patty ol Independent Well we've tearnett any-
ing and dealing Ind patty Independents. tho lhlnglhls year.lhen It tsthal
leavingl Independent Federation at I is very hhponant to know

First some new old Nats Party Movements. the who your lnends ate. Except
spfit ttom the old now Nats. Movement to! Ngw tndg. that lhls ts I lesson that
then the DemocrIttc Party ondont Democracy and tho '1le “Wm "5 '009 I90 —
split Ind szm Iwa trom ndeIndent Movement ol Ill“ Old Julius CHSM lot
the LIbour Party. then Rl- DaltIt Democtatlc Fedom- 1031““ A 9’93! 9W WM -
aan'neatly had to split lrom lions Ill ol whom will ptobI- 'In (0V0!) the whole Wotld .
thI SABC-TV. some PFP bly totm In alliance lot the IN, what do NS closest bud-
chaps split but didn‘t go to next election under the ban- dies (to? They not only stab
Perth, Joan Collins split tmm not el'the Federal Move- him In the back, but n his .
her husband Ind dented vI- mont: at New Domeeralte IlomIeh Ind ht: ehaet Is _;
ports that she was going to Independent Ptogtcsslvos well —- tllt he looked llke I 1,-'
team up with Rambo tho and Rotormod Dakar p". slovelAnd Brutal: was mgal :.
MN?” 595‘ tom hiswile; ties. Then alter they lose In hooowable man!
Now the independent: have that election; thoytl blame Now you tell me, what”
spfit hairs among themselves "ct. other. go their sgpa- tho dtttnronca -— except I _
"‘d have “Md“ IMO I .IatI ways and study the lat- low drops 0! blood maybe— Democracy (yet) Movement.couple olgtoups aflclaiming "1 km“ balote 9M"; between that and the axing hey? Stabbed In the back!
to be thI splitting 'lnIgI at themselves new "am“ or at Holder Berk Dents ttom And Why? Just becauseeach othet. they’ll simply split lot Perth the leadership at the No they think that Denis maybe-

brefla’pany in case oi a po-
fltiml rainy day. Guess what
ls going to _be called. nogal!
The United Democratic
Party — UDP! Well. I
scheme that eithet that is a
-nice try to get Atchie and
'triends to go Iticametal, or
its I lekket ploy to get peo-
ple to vote lot them thinking
that thefte voting tor the
United Democtatic Front!
Now we just have to wait tor
leadetship 'Who's the Boss'
struggles. then we'll have
mote splinters! Elna!
And In the Banana Repub-

lie at Ttanskei old Kaiser
said that George Fotgie
should have his bottom
spanked let his conuption.
So I suppose this brotherly
sprrt in this banana republic
amounts to a {a:hat expen-'
sive banana sp'iti

today It's the altered oppo-
sition somewhere. And the
Nats? Zilch credibility with
blacks and its been in power
since 19%

Excuse

Credibility among blacks!
Really! What I weak ex-
cuse. It I was Danls. I'd go

' straight to Chris, ldss and
make up and then accept an

. ambassadotship lo Lebowa
- or make myselt available to

light Wynand on his own lurl
in the next election. But ap-
parently Denis -— mm Brutus
(though not to be contused
with Dents Brutus) — is an
honourable'man so he'll go it
alone like a true indepen-

a menace to thelt credibility dentl
among blacksl 6922! Since I read somewhete that all
when has that been an ls- "‘9 .OPPOSi'iM 005 in "19
sue?.Look at thrCP ._ no House 01 Sell Reptesenlives

   

            

  

  

  

           

     

          
    

     
          

 

       
    

    
               
              

      

       

        
      

       

 


