By MOEGSIEN WILLIAMS

FRANKLIN SONN started last week
with a campaign that will radicall
alter the political profile of his
organisation, the Union of Tcachers'
Associations of South Africa —
persuading 25 000 teachers to adopt
the basic policy document of the
ANC, the Freedom Charter.

The composition of the CTPA and
Utasa, mainly "coloured” teachers
employed by the House of
Represcntatives' education
department, makes it a daunting task,

While drawing a large membershi
in urban centres such as the Peninsula
and Port Elizabeth, it also has a large
mecmbership in rural arcas,

In a wide-ranging interview at his
office on the campus of the Peninsula
Technikon, Sonn said: “It's obviously
not a decision that can be taken at a
single meeting "on a Sunday
afternoon.” 5

He outlined a blistering programme
that will keep him and his executive
members on the campaign trail to all
parts of the country "virtually every
weekend from now until next June®,

"My proposal to the organisation is
bascd purely on calculated strategic

action in terms of its future
development.

Structures

"For this, my organisation nceds a
mission statement which leads to
shared values and on which a
programme of action can be based."

Sonn said the adoption of the
Freedom Charter as a mission
statement could only be successfully
done by painstakingly “working
through™ the organisation's
democratic structures

"A dccision 1o adopt the Charter
can simply be announced and people
will agree or it can be dictated to
them to accept. But it will not be
worth the paper it's written on.

"By the end of our campaign not
one of our members will be able to
say he or she had not had an
opportunity to have a say on the
adoption of the Charter,” Sonn said.

This will be done through Utasa's
regional and local structures and
representatives at the the
organisation’s -annual conference
would be delepated to take a
decision. -

Sonn said he expected “some
tension™ in his organisation during
the debate on the Charter, but he was
conlident that there would be a
unificd - approach when a decision
was laken.

"Our strategic plan is to mobilisc
our members on the basis of the
Charter, which is not to simply get

1987 will delinitely be re-
membered as the ‘year ol
the splits*, No, 'm nol |
about whal ballel dancers
do, I'm takking about wheel-
ing and dealing and party
leaving!

Firsl some new old Nals
split from the old new Nats,
then the Democratic Party
split and swam away from
the Labour Pary, then Ri-
aan nearly had to split from
the SABC-TV, some PFP
chaps splil but didn't go to
Perth, Joan Collins split lrom
her husband and denled re-
ports lhal she was going 1o
leam uvp with Rambo the
Rock, who splil from his wile.
Now the independents have
split hairs among themselves
and have divided inlo a
couple ol groups all claiming
lo be the splitling image ol
each other.

pendenl

University

Standby
Democralic Relormed Inde-
the where they can be nice lo
Progressive
Parly ol
Independents,

Parly Movements,

tions all ol whom will proba-
bly form an alliance for the
next election under the ban-
ner ol the Federal Move-
menls ol New Democralic
Independent Progressives
and Relormed Dakar Par-
lies. Then aller they lose
thal eleclion, they'll blame

each other, go their sepa-
.rale ways and sludy the lal-
esl jargon belore giving
themselves new names or
they'll simply split lor Perth

"AT the end of the day I'm confident
that I'll be able to get the 25 000
members of my organlsation to support
of the Freedom Charter.”
This confident statement made by
Franklin Sonn In an Interview this week

the adoption

Is not misplaced.

Attending the annual gatherings of the
Cape Teacher's Professlonal

one of the largest
and best-organised teachers' bodles In
the country, or of Its federal body, the
Unlon of Teachers' Assoclations of
South Africa (Utasa), the depth of hls
and popularity among rank-and-
flle members Is ImmediIately apparent,.
sway, together with
a persuaslve Intellect and a

"glft of the gab", that has led to his
unchallenged leadership of teachers'

‘organisations for more more than 11
years.. AL 2o
Born In.the Vosburg district near
Victorla West, Sonn matriculated at
Harold Cressy High School In Cape

Town In 1957 and ' attended the

of the Western Cape where -
he completed a BA honours and a
teacher's diploma. _
He taught for 12 years at secondary
school level and served flve years as
principal of .Spes Bona High School In

Assoclation (CTPA),

support

Sonn has pull and
charlsma,

them together from time to time ‘at
meetings. Mobilisation can only be
done effectively through effective
planning and demonstrated hard
work.”

Sonn said the Freedom Charter
succintly expressed the aspirations

and desires of the majority of the
people in South Africa.

Bellefs

“The Charter is most akin to the
existing belicfs of our community

and is a document that best
encapsulates a shared value system
that is necessary if we want to

liberate our country.

“It is in essense a bill of rights
which satisfies almost all basic
requirements. We will, of course,
look at other documents such as the
ten-point plan of the Unity
Movement and the Manifesto of the

folks for the.

Parly,
Democratic the Aborigines.

Independent

the who

an honourable manl|
Now

Well we've learned any-
Lhe thing this year, then it is thal
Independent Federalion of i Is very important to know
your riends are. Excepl
Movemen!l lor New Inde- thal this Is a lesson Ihal
endent Democracy and the hislory taught us long ago —
ndependent Movement ol lake old Jullus Ceasar lor

Dakar Democralic Federa- Inslance. A greal guy who
ran (over) the whole world 1

and what do his closes! bud- (%
dies do? They nol only stab
him In the back, but In his
slomach and his chest as /4
well — till he looked like a /%
sievel And Brulals was nogal/#

you lell me, whal's J
the dillerence — excep! a

lew drops of blood maybe — Democracy (yel) Movement,
belween thal and the axing hey? Stabbed in the backl
ol Helder Berk Denis Irom And Why? Just because

the leadership of the No they think thal Denis may be-

Athlone. :

He has been rector of the Peninsula
Technlkon In Bellville’ South for 10 A
years. ' |

Black Consciousness Movement
during our campaign.”
Sonn said there were a number of

organisations and people who had
differences with articles in the
Charter, such as its reference 1o
national groups and the question of
socialism.

"In any democratic system there
will always be arguments over
interpretations of concepts and
issues. These arguments, however,
must never stand in the way of the
need o act together.,”

It was difficult to predict the
political repercussions should the
teachers’ organisation decide to adopt
the Charter, he said.

"We must act in terms of our
convictions. We don't really have
[cars because what we are about'to do
we believe to be in the best interest
of our members and community.”

WHAT NEXT!
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Sonn said he did not agree with all

the methods employed by the ANC, -
"We know, however, that the ANC

has been driven to violence because
for more than 40 years its peaceful
¢fforts have been rebuffed by the
violent reaction of the State. '

"Terrorists”

"I don't believe there'll be a
reduction in violence through counter
State violence, or by mercly
prcaching against violence.”

There was an onus on South
Africans 1o demonstrate they could
find unity of purposc and creatc a
democratic and nonracial socicly in a
"non-violent way",

Sonn said he envisaged his
tcachers’ organisations “grewing
closer™ to other progressive
organisations,

N

credibilily among blacks and
loday it's the ollered oppo-
silion somewhere, And the
Nals? Zilch credibilily with

community's needs'

"In principle we are of one mind.
Naturally, if we declare our shared
values on the basis of the Charter,

our affinity will be much closer.

"It is not in the interest of anybody
to seek division. Our purpose is to
scek unity and find points of
agreement.

He said there are many people 2nd
groups "who are going around and
saying things about us.”

“These people say they believe in
the liberation struggle, but some of
them are more intent on destroying
unity in the ranks of the oppressed
and arc as dangerous as the
reactionary forces.

"Often these forces claim to be
democratic, but when their strategic
plan is examined, you'll find little
cvidence of respect for the rights of
the individual which is after all the
comerstone of democracy.”

were going 1o form an um-
brella party in case ol a pe-
litical rainy day. Guess what
Is going lo be called, nogal'

blacks and its been in power The United Demeocralic
since 19841 Party — UDP! Well, |
Excuse scheme thal either thal is a

a menace lo their credibility
among blacks! Geezl Since
when has thal been an is-

£ e

dent!

lo Lebowa

| read somewhere that all
the opposilion ous in the
sue? .Look at the-CP — no House ol Sell H_epresentives

-nice lry lo gel Archie and

Credibility among blacks! ‘friends to go Iricameral, or
Reallyl What a weak ex-
cuse, Il | was Denls, I'd go
7| slraight 1o Chris, kiss and
make up and then accepl an
./ ambassadorship
- JJor make mysell available to

2 fight Wynand on his own turl
in the next election. But ap-

parenlly Denis — like Brulus
(though nol lo be conlused
with Denis Brulus) — is an
honourable'man so he'll go it
alone like a true indepen-

its a lekker ploy lo gel peo-
ple fo vole for them thinking
that they're voling lor the
United Democralic Front!
Now we jusl have lo wart lor
leadership “Who's the Boss'
slruggles, then we'll have
more splinters! Eina!

And in the Banana Repub-
lic ol Transkei old Kaiser
said that George Forgie
should have his bollom
spanked for his corrugtion.
So | suppose this brotherly
split in this banana republic
amounls 1o a rather expen-
stve banana sp'it!




