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Social progress is closely linked with the role
women play in society. It would be impossible today
to discuss Lhc past, presenL and future of humanity
wiLhouL dwelling on the position of women.
Of course, the altitude to various aspects of their
position dierrs from country to country depending
on the level of economic development, and the so-
cial system. One Lhing is clear however: women play
a far greater role in society and the problems relat-
ing to their life can no longer wait for a solution.
This is why the United Nations has declared the
years 1975-1985 the UN Decade for Women: Equal-
iLy, Development and Peace. This decision testifies
to the general recognition of the principle of equal-
ity of men and women and of the important role
women play in society.
Lenin’s Principles for Solving the Problem
of he Position of Women
The founder of the SovieL state, Vladimir Lenin,
used to say mm the position of women was the
barometer of democracy in any country.



In many speeches he outlined the principles for
solving the problems of the position of women.
These speeches combined make up a programme of
the social emancipation of Women. The first and.
most important provision of this programme was to
bring about the emancipation of women and their
complete social equality as an inalienable part of
the revolutionary transformation of society. This
required the elimination of the exploitation of man
by man, the development of the national economy,
the accomplishment of a cultural revolution, and so
on. uThis and this alone opens up the way towards
a complete and actual emancipation of woman,"
Lenin said.
At the same time, he insisted that working
women be regarded as lighters for democracy, a pow-
erful social force without whose participation it
would have been impossible to solve the fundamen-
tal problems concerning the revolution. "The expe-
rience of all liberation movements," he pointed out,
uhas shown that the success of a revolution de-
pends on how much the women take part in it."
That was why Lenin considered it necessary to con-
duct systematic work among women in order to
help them comprehend more fully their socially use-
ful role and turn them into active builders of a new
society.
The second very important Leninist principle in
the solution of this problem is the exercise of equal
rights by men and women in all spheres of life.
- Capitalism combines formal equality with economic
and social inequality. HAnd one of the most glaring
manifestations of this inconsistency is the inequal-
ity-oi women. Complete equality has not been grant-
ed even by the most, progressive republican, and
democratic bourgeois states," Lenin wrote.
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One of the conditions for the social emancipation
of women, and, consequently, one of the principles
for solving this question was. in Lenilfs view, the
wicle use of female labour in social production. Ile
said’thut "to client her complete emancipation and
make her theequal oi the man, it is necessary for
the national economy to be socialised and for
women to participate in common productive labour.
Theri women will occupy the same position as
menil
However, the equality of women with men in
_ sociallnproduction must be understood not as equal
use-of their physical strength. Unlike men, women
Should not do work requiring much physical effort.
The involvement of women in social production
must be carried out with an eye to their great social
mission as mothers, which puts additional emphasis
on womenls ’ labour protection. Female labour in
social production-free, conscious and creative-
helps the all-round development of the woman’s per-
sonality, relieves. her of the burdens of secluded
life, and stimulates her social activity.
Lenin believed that women should take an active
part in administering all the affairs of society.
ttWorking women must take an increasing part in
the administration of socialised enterprises and in
the administration of the state. By taking part in
administration, women will learn quickly and will
catch up with the men," he wrote.
Lenin devoted a great deal of attention to the
development of the womenls movement, to the unity
of working women in all countries in the struggle
for their rights. One of the distinguishing features
of our time is the mass participation of women in



the class struggle, the anti-imperialist movement
and the struggle for peace. This is quite natural
because the number of women engaged in produc-
7



tion and in other Spheres of human activity is grow-
ing, and so is their political awareness.
It should he noted here that Leninls provisions
about social emancipation of women apply to all
countries and therefore have great international
signiiicance. This in turn means that the problem
of the position of women can be solved only
through the practical realization of Lenin’s ideas on
the achievement of full equality for them.
The Position of Women in Pre-Soviet Russia,
and the Beginning of Work Among Women
It is well-nigh impossible to imagine the hard-
ships that women had to endure in pre-Soviet Rus-
sia. In old Russia women had no rights either in the
family or in society in general. In addition, women-
workers suffered from merciless capitalist exploita-
tion. Their working day was extremely long: at
heavy industry enterprises, for example, women had
to work on average 11 to 12 hours a day; in cottage
industry and handicrafts their working day was
even longer; the working day for peasant women
averaged 11 hours, and in summer time was as long
as 16 hours. Female labour was paid for at rates
which were 50 per cent lower than those for men.
Fines, rudeness and degrading treatment of women
by foremen were common practice. There were no
labour safety regulations for women to speak of, let
alone maternity protection. It was common prac-
tice to fire pregnant women. And in order not to
lose their daily bread, many working women con-
cealed their condition as best they could, were
delivered of their babies right on the shop Hoor and
reported for work the next day.
8
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Womenis lack of economic rights was exacerbat-
ed by the low living standards of the working peo-
ple in general. In industrial output Russia lagged
about 50 to 100 years behind the advanced capital-
ist Countries. Primitive farm implements used on
small holdings reduced agricultural production to a
very low-grade market economy and even further
down to the subsistence economy.
The Code of Laws of tho RussimlEmph-e read:
ml’he wii’e must obey her husband as the head of
family, live with him in love and treat him with
the esteem, utmost respect, obedience and humility
due to him as the master of the house."
Before the 1917 Revolution women in Russia had
no political rights whatsoever. They had no right to
vote or be elected either to the bodies of local self-
government, or, much less, to the supreme bodies
of state power. The tsarist law read: tiWomen are
not eligible for election to the State Duma."
The position of women in the outlying areas of
the country with a non-Russian population was par-
ticularly difiicult._ Lenin said that before the Social-
ist Revolution the women of the East were the most
oppressed of the oppressed and the mostenslaved of
the enslaved. Indeed, they Were nothing more than
slaves. VVomenis subordinate position was also evid-
ent in the sphere of ownership relations and inheri-
tance rights. The eastern woman was in effect de-
prived oi the right to inherit property. She was also
deprived of the most elementary legal rights and was
completely divorced from social life. For instance,
evidence given in court by two female witnesses
carried as much weight as that given by one man.
It is difficult today to imagine that all this is
true: the sealed-off half of the courtyard set aside



only for women, the Inarrying-off of girls 10-12
years old, and the bitter lot of the third or fourth
2-2579 9



wife of a rich hey. Before the Socialist. Ilevolutitm,
only an average of 40.3 per cent of men could read
and write, while the proportion of literate women
was a mere 16.6 per cent. As for the women 01’ the
East, practically all of them were illiterate.
All these problems confronted the working class
and its Party. Their solution had to be sought in
the common interests of working men and women
both of whom had no rights and both of whom were
subjected to merciless exploitation. This is why at
the dawn of the revolutionary movement Lenin in-
sisted on engaging working women in revolution-
ary activity and drawing them into the political
struggle. l’
How was revolutionary agitation conducted among
women back in tsarist times?
In the first place, this wasdone through thedis-
tribution of political leaflets and proclamations ad-
dressed directly to working women. In 1895, Lenin
wrote a message To the Working Man and Women
of the Thornton Factory. Also at that period, the
Bolsheviks issued the leaflets T0 the I’Vor/cing
Women of the Lafcrm Factory and To All Women
Cigarette Vendors of St. Petersburg. These were,
in fact, the lirst instances of social-democratic lite-
rature for women. In a very simple language, and
using examples from the lives of women-workers,
these leaflets taught them how to tell enemies from
friends, showed the road to a better life, and cal-
led upon them to unite with the working men. One
such leaflet read: uWorking women, light for better
life. Take joint action in the struggle for the cause
of the working class, because your strength lies in
your unity."
In 1901, Nadezhda Ilrupskaya,lLenin’s wife and
associate, wrote a brochure The Working Woman
which was published in the Leninist newspaper
10
lecm. In it she wrote that only the victory 01’ the
Revolution would free women from exploitation,
would bring them freedom and equality, and would
make household chores easier for them. However,
she said, this victory would be impossible without
the active participation of working women them-
selves.
In the years of political reaction that followed
l.llt’ First Russian Revolution, the Bolshevik Party
made the best possible use of all legal means (in
addition to underground revolutionary work) for the
political education of working women. Among those
were trade unions, Working men’s clubs, cultural
and educational organisations, and evening and
Sunday schools for adults. But the most effective
centres for political agitation and propaganda were
clubs. Attached to these clubs were evening schools
and libraries. Lectures were organised there and
recreational activities in the evenings were popular.
Initially, young working women felt drawn to the
club because of the chance it ollered of entering an
evening school. But later on, they saw that there
was another side to the clubs activitieshnamely, the
illegal work of the Party. Not long afterwards, they
took part in this kind of work too. At first, they
acted as look-outs at the entrance to the place
where a clandestine meeting was being held. Later,
they did messenger work,carryingletters and pack-
ages. And still later, such women-workers were
used to do liaison work with factories and plants.
Working women went to visit their arrested com-
rades, posing as their sisters, wives or brides, pas-
sed them money and linen, and brought news about



their families and about the Party.
From 1912 onwards, the Bolsheviks started pub-
lication in Russia of the Party newspaper Pravda.
The paper made an extensive conlribution to the
2’ 11



Celebration of International Womenis Day in HHS,
which was the lirst time it was observed in Russia.
From January 20 the newspaper ran a special
column For working women. Pravda carried a list oi
subjects that it recommended he discussed at pub-
lic meetings preceding the celebration of Interna-
tional Women’s Day. It published letters and items
sent in by Working Women, as well as articles about
female labour and the Bolshevik Party’s greetings
to working women. Pravda received so many items
written by women-workers that it could not print
all of them. At the same time, the new revolution-
ary upsurge in the country made it necessary to
raise the class consciousness of working women and
draw more and more of them into the revolution-
ary struggle. That was when Lenin decided that it
was necessary to start a special journal for working
women. On March 8, 1914 (International Women’s
Day) the first issue of the magazine Habotnitsa
(VVoman-XVorker) came out.
ICrupskaya suggested that the magazine contain
the following sections: .
(a) editorial on current politics; (b) the work-
ing-class movement and the participation of women-
workers in its different sectors; (c) women% work-
ing conditions at factories, in workshops. at the
counter, and in cottage industry; the-comlitions of
home helps; ((1) labour protection for women;
(e) chronicle of events of political and working
life; (i) foreign section (the struggle of working
women abroad); (g) the family and the working
woman.
Krupskaya herseliwrote an editorial for the first
issue of Rabotnitsa. In it she pointed to the tasks
common for all working women and their links with
the proletarian movement in Russia and all other
countries. ltrupshaya called upon women-workers to
12
join forces with the entire working class in the
light to change the existing political system. The
editorial concluded with the following words: "Our
magazine is trying to help working women become
more socially aware and help them organise. The
magazine has no funds. We started out with a hun-
dred roubles contributed by workers’ publishing
houses. We call upon all socially and politically
aware women-workers to take part in the work of
our magazine. Share your experience with socially
less advanced women-workers, tell them about your
First steps on the road oi struggle, about your suc-
cesses and failures, about your activities in work-
ersl organisations. lVrite letters and short articles
for our magazine. Please inform us about the sub-
jects you like to read about in Rabotnitsa and tell
us about its shortcomings."
In 1914 only seven issues of this magazine were
put out. Out oi these seven issues, two whole edi-
tions were confiscated by the police. In spite of
’these setbacks, the publication of Rabotnitsa was
an important development. The magazine called
upon working women to light against tsarism,
against all oppressors and Showed them how to carry
out their struggle. That was why women-readers
loved their magazine, valued it, circulated it at fac-
tories, and sent in their last kopecks to keep it
going, even at the risk of arrest and imprisonment.
The Victory of the Socialist Revolution
in Russia in October 1917 and
Changes in the Position of Women
The struggle for the emancipation of women is
one 01’ the glorious pages in the history of the Com-



a munist Party of the Soviet Union. The Party always
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included the demand for the legal equality of
women among the principal provisions of its pro-
gramme. a
The Iirst programme of the Party was formulated
by Lenin and was adopted at its Second Congress
in 1903. At that time, Ilussia stood on the threshold
01 a democratic revolution. The programme outlined
the immediate tasks of the proletariat-the over-
throw of autecracy and its replacement withadem-
ocratic republic-and stipulated equal political
rights for men amt women, democratic freedoms,
and the eight-hour working day. The programme
read: "To avert the physical and moral extinction
of the working class and to stimulate its activity in
a revolutionary struggle, the Party demands: the
prohibition oi womenls labourinindustriesharmful
to their health; the release 01 women from work for
four weeks before and six weeks after giving birth
to a child with all the wages paid; the organisation
of creches for babies at; all factories amt plants
which employ women; the release at women from
work to hreast-l’eed their babies for at least half
an hour every three hours; the appointment; of
women-inspectnrs in these industries where female
labour is used."
All these demands were part 01 the struggle for
democracy and could have been achieved together
with other democratic transformations in society.
However, none of the democratic demands of the
Party with regard to the position of women had
been realized until after the victory 01 the Socialist
Revolution of 1917.
In October 1917, the Great October Socialist Rev-
elution was victorious under the leadership 01’ the
Communist Party which established the rule 01 the
working class acting in alliance with the poor peas-
ants. By doing so, the new government acted in’
14
the interests 01 all working peeple. It; abolished pri-
vate ownership 01’ the means 01’ production and re-
placed it with public ownership. It also eliminated
all forms of oppression, including the oppression of
women. The next; task was to start building a new
society. It was only in these conditions that the
women’s question could be solved in practical
terms.
So what were the first steps that the new Soviet
state took to emancipate women? The most import-
ant condition for ensuring legal equality for men
and women was to etiect fundamental changes in
the economic sphere. These had a lasting influence
on the economic position of working women.
The workers’ and peasants’ government adopted a
number 01’ decrees aimed at eliminating the unjust:
social status of woman. In December 1917, the
government issued a number of historic decrees with
Lenin’s signature-On the Dissolution of Marriage,
On Civic Marriage, Children and the Introduction
01’ Civil Registration which put an end to the privi-
leged position of the husband and gave the wife
equal rights to contract and dissolve marriage, and
eliminated inequality in the social status of chil-
dren born out of wedlock. The decree On the Wa-
ges and Salaries 01’ Workers and Office Employees
(September 1918) established equal pay for equal
work for all men and women. This ruled out any
discrimination against women. The decree On the
Introduction 01’ the Eight-Ilonr Working Day (Oc-
teher 1917) established an equal eight-hour work-
ing day for all working people. The decree put a
ceiling on overtime and night shifts for women.



The Soviet state assumed responsibility for the
medical care of mothers and new-hern babies. The
Soviet governments decree On Insurance in Case
of Illness (December 1917) entitled pregnant wom-
l5



en to special leave and pay. ’l’hedecree On Mother-
:uul-Chihl Care (January 1918) set out a whole
programme for reorganising all maternity and child-
care institutions.
On the very first day 01 the Revolution. the
Soviet government proclaimed political equality be-
tween all working men and women. This was reflect-
ed in the decree On the Formation of the Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Government (October1917),and
in the Declaration of the Rights of the Telling and
Exploited People (January 1918). The question of
equality for women was further developed in the
first Soviet Constitution adopted at the Fifth All-
Bussia Congress of Soviets on July 10, 1918. The
Constitution laid the legal basis for these rights by
proclaiming in Article 22 equality for all citizens
of the Soviet Republic regardless of sex, race and
nationality. It also guaranteed in Article 64 equal
rights for men and women to elect and be elected
to bodies of power.
Allowing for the specific features of the way of
life of the Oriental peoples, the Soviet government
adopted, alongside general laws, additional laws
aimed at emancipating the women of the Soviet
East. For example, on July 14, 1921, the Central
Executive Committee of the Soviets ol’ the Turkes-
tan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic adopted
a decree abolishing the payment of hride-moncy and
raising the eligible age for marriage.
Commenting on these lirst laws and decrees of
the Soviet government with regard to equality of
men and women, Lenin said: "Soviet power has im;
plementcd democracy to a greater degree than any
of the other, most advanced countries because it has
not left in its laws any trace of the inequality of
women. .. In the sphere of legislation, however, we
have done everything required of us to put women
16
in a posilinn of equality and We huVe every right to
he proud of it."
This does not mean, however, that lull equality
for women was established right after the victory
of the Revolution. In 1919, Lenin pointed out that
although the position of women in Soviet Russia
was perfect from the point of view of the most ad-
vanced nations at the time, the laws passed in this
country were only the first step and did only part
of the job. The complete emancipation of women
is closely linked with the participation of women
themselves in the building of a new society. This
called for developing social production and teach-
ing women how to use the laws. Women also had
to improve their industrial skills and eliminate il-
literacy in their midst. It. was also necessary to
overcome the established customs and views with
regard to women.
Thus, after the Revolution the people of this
country embarked upon the building of a new so-
ciety. Among the manyixnportantsocialproblems to
be solved was also the one concerning the position
of women. The general programme for socialist re-
construction adopted at the Eighth Congress of the
Communist Party in 1919 provided for the estab-
lishment of full political and legal equality for wom-
en and men. The programme also provided for
engaging women in social production and the pub-
lic, political and cultural life of society, setting up
a hroml network of pre-school child-care establish-
ments, developing community centres, remodelling
the entire system of domestic work, and overcom-
ing outdated reactionary views concerning the role



played by women in society and in the family.
To solve all these tasks, special departments were
set up at Party committees for work among women.
3-2570 17



It should he pointed nut that in the early years
of Soviet power there were great difficulties in-
volved in solving the problem of the position 01’
women in Russia.
The Civil War and military intervention against
the young Soviet Republic by fourteen nations
weakened its economy. Hundreds of industrial en-
terprises lay in ruins. There was an acute shortage
of fuel and raw materials. The situation in agri-
culture was extremely serious, and this was at a
time when the rural areas accounted (according to
the figures for 1920) for 85 per cent of the coun-
try’s population. It must also be bornein mind that
peasant women were less experienced in the class
struggle, with Weaker revolutionary traditions and
a lower cultural standard than women living in cit-
ies and towns.
The new society was being built in Soviet Rus-
sia amidst an acute class struggle which the exploit-
er classes had forced upon the people. These clas-
ses hoped that they would eventually achieve the
restoration of the old regime. They were supported
in their aim by the’bourgeoisie in other countries.
Taking advantage of the insufficient social aware-
ness and political illiteracy of some working women,
the counter-revolutionaries sought to win these
women over to their side.
The multinational make-up of Russia posed an-
other very serious problem. Some of the peoples had
already gone through the capitalist stage of devel-
opment even before the Revolution, while others
were still at the stage of disintegration of primitive
society, and still others lived in feudal conditions.
The last group included the peoples of Central Asia,
Kazakhstan and Transcaucasia. In the mid-19205,
their total population was about 30 million, or 20
per cent of the population of the Soviet Republic.
18
These areas were poorly industrialised and the
working class there was still very small numeric-
ally. Most of the working people here were peas-
ants and artisans who were largely illiterate. The
leudal-patriarchal way of life, the general social and
economic backwardness and the extremely degrad-
ing position of women prevented them from realiz-
ing the significance of all that was new and pro-
gressive in the Socialist Revolution. This is why
many sol them (lid not have enough strength to
make a clean break with the past. In addition to
that, the national bourgeoisie, local bands of coun-
ter-revolutionaries, and .the reactionary clergy en-
joyed the support of the imperialists and put up
overt and covert resistance to the newly established
government by the people.
The First All-Russia Congress of
Women-Workers and Women-Peasanis.
The Setting-up _of Women’s Departments
After the victory of the Socialist Revolution, the
Party was faced with the task of organising women
as apolitical and economic force. It was necessary
to help them overcome their social backwardness
and enable them to raise the level of their political
activity, to draw them into the job of building a
new society and defending it against counter-revo-
lutionariesi The First All-Russia Congress of VVom-
en-Workers, called on Lenin’s initiative, was to
deal with all these crucial problems. The Congress
was held in Moscow between November 16 and 21,
1918; ,That was a difficult time for the Soviet Re-
public. The Civil War was at its height, the coun-
try was encircled by the enemy, transportation was



in disarray, and: ioodstecks were low. The Commu-
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nist Party regarded the First Allsltussia Congress of
Women-Workers as an event of tremendous politi-
cal significance.
The Congress Was preceded by a great deal of ex-
haustive preparatory work. The Central Committee
of the Party set up a special bureau which was res-
ponsible for this work. The bureau was made up of
twenty-ene women-activists. All of them were expe-
rienced revolutionaries and leaders of the women’s
movement. The bureau, which was made up of three
commissions-an organisational commission, a lite-
rary commission and an economic commission-
was to complete its preparatory Work and then con-
vene the Congress within a month’s time.
At the First meeting of this bureau, on October 14,
1918, its members decided to send political agitators
to arrange for the election of delegates to the Con-
gress. These political agitators called meetings of
. women-workers and peasants. They made speeches
and introduced women to the tasks to be carried out
at the coming Congress and helpedthem electdele-
gates.
Quotas of representation were set: an organisation
with up to 200 women was to send One delegate, of
up to 800-two delegates, and more than 1,000-
three delegates.
The preparation for the Congress and the election
of women-delegates stimulated the political aware-
ness and class consciousness of women-workers and
peasants.
The enormous amount of attention which the
working women in the country gave to the Congress
can be illustrated by the fact that, instead of 500
delegates as earlier expected, a total of 1,147 women
had come from all over the country: representatives
of women-workers at factories ancl plants, and of
20
women-peasanls. Those among the women who served
in the lied Army sent their representatives too.
The delegates to the Congress heard and discus-
sed the reports "The Communist Party and the
Working Woman", uThe October Revolution and
Woman", uThe Tasks for Wemen-Workers in Soviet
Russia", "The Family and the Communist State",
"The Working Woman and the Front-Line", "The
Problems Relating to Social Security", "The Tasks
of Socialist Education", "The XVorld Revolution and
the Working Woman", Wl’he Church and the
State", uWorking Woman at Home and in the Na-
tional Economy", and some other reports. This is
what was said in the report "The October Revolution
and Woman": UThe main task is to succeed in de-
fending the gains of the Revolution. This task can be
accomplished by the common eliorts of the entire
working class. That is why the working woman
must become a revolutionary lighter and take part
in every aspect of this struggle. The second task
confronting women-workers is that of building a
new socialist society. And the third task is to
strengthen the bonds of internationalism and prole-
tarian solidarity of the working people of all coun-
tries."
The report "The Family and the Communist
State" called upon the wemen-delegates to set up a
network of public services facilities-canteens, kin-
dergarteus and nurseries-which could help women
hecome equal builders of a new society. The report
"The Tasks of Socialist Education" gave a great
deal of attention to the advantages of the public up-
bringing and education of children.
Of special political importance at the Congress was



Lenin’s speech which assumed the form ofamajor
policy-making document. He said that the best way
to achieve the complete emancipation of women was
21



by building a socialist society. Lenin pointed" out
that "one of the primary tasks of the Soviet Repub-
lic is to abolish all restrictions on women’s rights".
In that speech Lenin called for promoting the self-
reliance of working women, for their political edu-
cation, for engaging them in the building of a new
society, for achieving a close unity of the Working
people in town and country.
The First All-Russia Congress of Women-Worki
ers adopted a number of important decisions. Fer
example, its resolution on. the report "The Tasks
for Women-Workers in Soviet Russia" read in part:
"Women-workers have no tasks coneerning women
only: their tasks are no different from the general
tasks of tho proletariat, because the conditions for
the emancipation of the working women are the
same as the conditions for the emancipation of the
proletariat as a whole. The main task for women-
workers is to be actively involved in all aspects of
the revolutionary struggle both at the front and in
the rear." The resolution on the report "XVorking
Woman at Home and in thehNational Economy"
called upon women to work actively for the setting-
up of public catering facilities, laundries, Work;
shops, artels for making garments, for washing
linen and cleaning flats, etc. The resolution "On
the Organisational Question" emphasised the need
to set up special bodies attached to Party commit-
tees to conduct propaganda and political agitation
among women. The text of the resolution read in
part: "Their lesser political awareness and the spe-
cial position they hold in society and in production
make it imperative to step up political agitation
and propaganda among women." To accomplish this
task,’ the First’AIl-Russia Congress of Women-
Workers proposed that the Central Commitce of the
Communist Party set up a special commission for
22
propaganda and political agitation among women,
functioning under the aegis of the Central Commit-
tee, to serve as a vehicle for carrying out the reso-
lution. e
Similar commissions were to be set up at local
Party organisations. Moreover, the Congress pointed
out that the-main goal of the entire political agita-
tion and propaganda work of the Party among
women was to draw working women into practical
task of building a socialist society. The First All-
Russia Congress of Women-Workers gave a start to
the practical emancipation of working women and
opened the way for their participation in the strug-
gle for a new life.
After the Congress, the Central Committee of the
Party circulated a letter among Party organisations
instructing them to set up commissions for propa-
ganda and political agitation among women. The
letter read: "All we have to do _now is to promote
the decisions of the Congress, to create under the
aegis of the Party-both on a centraland local
levclwan apparatus (commissions for propaganda
and agitation among women) with the help of
which our Party could awaken the political aware-
ness of the more backward elements among work-
ing women." T ’ ’
The commissions for propaganda and political
agitation among women conducted mainly political
instruction and general education: they organised
women’s meetings and rallies, set up circles of po-
litical agitators and propagandists, and circulated
hooks and newspapers among women-workers and
peasants. Taking into consideration the low levelef



literacy among women, they organised collective
readings of newspapers and magazines, set up
schools for working women at factories and plants
and drew the more politically aware working women
23



into practical work at various departments in Sov-
iets, trade unions and cooperative societies.
Because of the changes in the organisational
structure of Party committees, these commissions
were rather short-lived and were soon translonneil
into women’s committees operating under local
Party organisations. The committees were divided
into sections, each in charge of a particular task.
This is why the commissions for propaganda and
political agitation among women were turned into
separate departments of Party committees for work
among women (zhenolzlcls).
The Revolution was in its second year when the
Central Committee of the Party adopted (in Sep-
tember 1919) a special decision uOn Work Among
Women-Proletarians". This decision read: UThe
Central Committee of the Party reaffirmed the im-
portance of, and the need for, work among women-
proletarians and makes it binding upon all Party
committees to set up departments for work exclus-
ively among women."
Gradually, over a period of six months, the zhen-
otdels were set up at all Party committees, both
centrally and locally. Moreover, the Party commit-
tee appointed one of its members the head of the
zhenotdel to be responsible for its organisation. The
lirst zhenotdel was set up at the CentralCommittee
of the Party. It was made up of three subdivisions:
one for organisation and instruction, one for polit-
ical agitation and propaganda and one for the press.
Then there was also a special board which consist-
ed of the head of the zhenotdel, who was a member
of the Central Committee of the Party, three subdi-
vision chiefs and a secretary. All questions of a
general and principled character wave to he decided
at a plenary session. Such plenary sessions were
attended by senior ollicials who maintained links
24
wilh :Iu’lmldulu, ruln-l-snnlnlivus ol’ z/muuldcls in
hit: (tilivs :Iml spolursmun lnr UlllUl’ ilvluu’lmonts of
lhe (lonlrnl Ummnilluu ol’ the Party.
The urgnnisnlinn ulul instruction subdivision was
to advise louul :Imnuldcls on questions ol ngitalion
wm-l; sunning xvonmn, nminluin contact with tho
h-mling bodies or lrmhr unions and other organisa-
lions on those quoslions, cull nmolings auul Confer-
(’ncus ul lhu slul’l ol’ z/zcnoldcls, (lrul’t decisions of
tho orguiiisnlimml human and the Secretariat of the
(Jl-nlrul Cummilleo with regard to lhese questions,
humlh: problems relating to personnel, and sum up
lllt’ oxpm’imicu ol’ the organisational work of tho
:/I(’le(l(’/.
’l’lw ngitailinn uml propaganda subdivision drew
up ilirvolivos :llltl wrote special reading aids for
(:onl’vn-mtvs ol’ xvomon-(lulognlhs (of which more
will hu Sillll lmluw), Women’s clubs and circles of
Imliliml mluonlion. ll. ilin-(zloll preparatory autl l’U-
l’n-shm- work nnmng women, HlmtlSOl’ml articles on
tho women’s problem in the press, and summed up
lhv. oxpnriunco of propaganda and political agitat-
linn uniting women-workors and peasants.
The press subdivision issued literature for algilu-
lion work among women, directed the work ol’locul
wmnunls Innguzimm mul hclpuil them wrilc articles
llll’ the press. t
In :uhlilion to the three sululivisions ol the
2’./I(’Iu)l(/(.’l ol’ the Central Committee of the Party,
there was :1 special sector for agitation work among
the women of lhc East. ’
’l’lw Z/H’Itllllll’l of tho Putty Central C(mmlilloo
ulso Cill’l’tl’tl on extensive work in the inlvrnutimml



communist wmnun’s movement. The leaders of the
zlicnuldcl ol’ lhe Conlrnl Cmnmiltee were at the
some limu nmmlmrs ol’ the lnlci’nzltimial Womonls
1:91-2579 23



Sucrul.:11’i:1l. of tho. (hmmmnirzl. Inlurnnlitmnl, which
l’uncLiunud from 191%) Lo 1043.
The z/tcnuldel 01’ the Party Canral CmnmiLLcc
21ml lhc zhcnoulcls 0f 100:1! ParLy bodies enjoyud
121111111 51.111115 wiLh 11H ulhcr divisions 11f qu’Ly com-
miLLccs. ’l’hu zlzmzultlclk (11101-211111! in the gountry
from ’JEHE) l.() 193150 until lhcy hml achieved Lhu pur-
pose for which Lhoy hurl been scL up.
One specilic l’ean-c 0f the zhcrmldclx was Lho
way in which they u(nnhinod agitation and prom-
ganda work wiLh practical experience of drawing
womcn-mn’kurs and peasants mm 1111,- 1111in nulivi-
Lies of local. bodies of power. Thatwns (10111; with 1.111:
help nl’ public organisations cz1lh:1l llm cunfcrcnccs
0f wonwwdelcgatcs. Such (zonl’crcncus wen,- hehl aL
zhcnutdcls, 11L the primary PurLy organisations of
industrial enterprises, in villugus mul 21L local
Pm-Ly committees. The wmnm-dulugnlus wen:
uluchl :1l. nmulings ()l’ wmu1:11-1v11rkcr5, pun-
snan 11nd housewives for :1 period ()I . l’um-
month in ciLius 11ml for :1 period 01’ six 111011lhs in
Lhc cuunlryshlu. Women who hml hucn chtctcd 011cc
wurc 110L Lo hu’olchcd l’m’ 111111lhcr (mm. The size
of such c011furuncus was 1101. Lu uxccml 70 persons.
The conferences or 1vmnun-1vorlurrs Wul’u huld, :15 :1
11111:, twice :1 nmnlh, and those of wunum-lmusu"Ls,
011cc :1 month.
Any (1f the wumcn-dulcgutus (zuuhl 111: replaced at
the (hunzmd (1f the conference il’ lhcy (1111 not al.-
tcnd it and if they did not do the job assigned to
them.
The conferences l’uncLinnml in accordance wilh :1
programme worked ouL hy lhc zlmnuldcl 0f the
Party Central CommiLLcc. This prugrmnnm included
reporLs not only on various political subjects but
also on the pracLicnl 11cLiviLy (11’ local bodiesMpow-
c1, of mule unions 11ml cooperative socicLics. Such
26
nu-uljngs were usually quite stormy especially when
famine, economic dislocation and’lhu plight of chil-
1lr1’n wurn being discussed.
The social :1va practical work oi the women-
1l1:lugr1Lcs was very cxlcnsivc. The most serious of
all was Lhuir work :15 su-cullctl probationers. Buck
in Will, lhu Suviul. gm-urnmunl. adopted :1 110011211
whumhy pruhnlionnl work was 10 he introduced as
:1 mulluul of drawing women into the joh of build-
ing lvhe Soviet stale. Under Lhisducrcc women-deleg-
ulus were sonL lo Soviets, trade unions and cooper-
;1Livus 1’01’ :1 l’cw monlhs so Lhul. they could see 11L
I’n-sL hand how Lhcse insLiLuLions operated. In this
way Lhuy learned in practice 110w to run the af-
fairs 01’ L110 state.
This probationnl work at, for example, the Soviets
began with Ichurcs 21110111. the principles of state-
hnihling, lhc Structure of the Soviets 21ml Lhc oper-
:1lim1 nl’ their different (lcpm-annls. In most cases
wmncn-pmhnlionel’s ware uLLachud L0 deparuncnls
11L Soviets when: the work could be done more
readily by women, such as the departments of
Snoinl security, public education, labour protection,
public 1111:1th service, food supply, and public in-
speation 21L factories and plunls. These departments
assigned instructors for work mm, the probation-
ers. ’I’hc probationers also did :1 course in political
science. Ilere is :1 lisl. 0f polillicul lectures and talks
Lhuy allemled: "An IntroducLory Talk 0n the
Ilislmiy ul’ Mankind", HrPhc SLruggIe of hVomen
for ’l’heir Rights", "The Constitution of the Soviet
Slnlc", MHm Family and the State", and so on.
Al, Lhe end 01’ the Liraining course at these con-



l’urunct-s, wmnuu hzul accumululetl enough expur-
iumrn for work 21L Soviets, mule unions 111111 cooper-
:1l.ix’n S()(’i(!l.iu5. Mnny ul’ Lhom joined lhe Pnrly
m- LIN: Ymmg Cunmmnixl. League. Every year, more
1/1 1’ 27



untl mun: trumps ul’ wmm-n (lit! .-1 (:mtrst- 111’ 1min-
ing :11. lhc cnnl’t’rmttztss’. ln lhis wuy IVIH: Purl)! nr-
rgzlnisutl 11ml lung’hL wulnun 11ml 1h’1:w Lhum inlu
he building of :1 new life. -
()1 special significance was lhu Work (11 lhu slum-
nltlcls :mmng lllt: woman ()I’ Lhu Snvit’l. HEISL. Z/mu-
ultlcls cnlt-rgtrtl lhtet’c sumuwhnl. 11111-1’ Hunt in 1111-,
cunlml rvgiuns 01’ Russia. 111 H120, :lurlmttlr/x m-ru
5% up in Baku 11ml ’l’:1shlt1mL, 11ml in H131 in’l’hil-
isi. AL the 111111 ()1. 11121), Lhurt: were 45 z/Lcnnlzlclx
in ’l’ttl’kcstun, with 25,001) wmnun (including 113,000
Muslim women) involved in their :1CLivilius.
XVork among the woman ol’ the 1311151, was nul
vusy, htll. iL was very t’t-wnt’tliug. ’I’ht: choicu 111’
10111118 untl 111(2l.hmls ()I’ work was math: hy lhuzhum
01(16/5’, (Icpvntling on local ttuntlilinns :1ml letiihtt
l’vuLurus. As :1 rule, they begun their wnrlt wilh
inlct’viuws and 1:1Ilts wilh wmntsn.
In outlying areas the work cmuluclml hy z/Icnul-
7/01.? was 1101. only tlil’hcull, huL also 1lnnqur1ms.
Cnunlcr-t’tzvoluLinnnry clemtsnls closely l’ullmvutl
IIIO z1cLivil.y 01’ womcn-nrguniscrs 11ml sought lo
I’t’nstrnLu il, in m’tn’y vuy. ’l’husuhl’uvcnml (1(’(liti:ll--
ml wmnun Wt’l’t! ol’lun humiliult’tl, illSllllt’tl tllltl
(:Vt’ll kiHml. 19011 Lhis 1’13115011 .l.hu 11:12:11 Pul’lytn’gnh-
isztlinn (:13 was the ("use in Lhc Hukhul’u Ht’lth-
ho) had the 11)::11 puuplds militia ncumnpuuy and
protect I.hn wonlm-nctivisls.
Political wutrk among wmmrn wns purlicnhu’ly
intensive :11 the Limo of the preparation hn- lhc
First AH-Russitt Congress ol’ the XVomtm nl’ lhu
liztsl, which was 10 he held in 1110813011? in .lunv
11131. Thu (1111111111 Cmnmiilcuol’ Lht:l):11’ly1tit’1zlll:1l.-
HI :1 h-llur in which iL slrt’ssutl LhuL l.hu (Imlgrcss
wnuhl hu ol’ "Lhc 111111051. inmortztncc l’rmn l.h(: point
of vimv ()l’ pnlilicnl tlgiLnlitHl hut’nusuilwvuuhlslim-
lllillt! lhu sulf-znvut’unvss nl’ Muslim wmm-n um!
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1918-1920. Working women at a munitions plant during the
Civil War
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1919, Women sowing linen for the soldiers of the Red Army



The first woman cosmonaut, Valentina Tereshkova
5’1me llu- wurking mun :Illll wm’king wmuun nl’ llns
wlmlu Wnl’lll llu- truly lilml’uling mlu nl’ lln- Hus-
sinn Huvululinu l’ur uvvn LIN: IIIUHL oppressed :llul
smzinlly backward IllilSSUS nl’ puuplc as are the
Wmm-n of HM: linsl."
’I’lu- prupzll’uliun l’m’ llu’ Viral. AH-RIISHizl Cun-
w’t-SH nl’ lllu Wmllun ul’ LlwlC:1HLnssuanlwillvpl’np-
urtinus. Nunwmns nuu-lings, mul’t-rmwvs uml cun-
grvssus at all levels wvru hvltl 1.0 oluct (lclcgaLcs.
The very Man that :I woman CUIIM g0 l0 :1 COM-
l’crvncc m- a regional (tnngl’css was completely new
l’m’ lhu wunu-n of Line. 164ml. and il. rzulicully changed
Hu-ir sucinl awareness. Many wummmlclnguLcs wore
lunving lluuir Imlivu village 01’ their nomadic camp
for llm I’Irsl. limu (ever. Sumo 0f lhmn SOL out on
lmrm-lnuzk, camels, m’ (I(mkuys, and others on
11ml.
’l’lu: wmnuu-(Iulcgzllus came In Moscow in groups
and singly_()ltl uml young, smut: of them with
little buhius in llwir :n’ms. Significantly, many
wmncn wvru :u’mlnlnmiml hy Uluir lmslnuuls who
were issuml gnusl. liukuls and Winn lilumlly 100k 11
bunk soul l’rmu llmir wivus in Hue hall when: they
suL (NIL pnliu-nlJy nH HM: moulings,  &-’011(101.1119,’ ill.
wIIuL Hwy 521w and lmm’tl. ’I’llu wmncn-delugzllas
were reoceivvd with great lmnuurs. ’I’lu: leaders 0f
the Republics cnmu uslmcinlly Lu lllc Cungruss, in-
lurrupLing lllcir impm’lunl. affairs 0f slate, and ad-
dressed Lhe wonmn-dclcgates. Some of lhum read
nut messages of greeting and others, gnvcrnmcnt
mpm-Ls. During intervals beLwcun sussions,1hcy
Lulked will: llm (lulegnlcs.
The First. ’I’urriLorial Cungruss nl’ Hm Vanunwf
’l’urkuslun mul: place in ’Vaslnkunl. in May 1920. ll
was addressed by Mikhail Frunzu, u nmmlmr nl’ lllu
CunLI’nl Cmnmillcu of the Party and Cmnmumlcrnl’
lhc ’l’urlu-slun Fruul, who spoke nlmul, Um our-
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rent situation in the cnunlry. He called upon the
wmnen-(lelegales In jein in the nalieuwhle ellerl. lie
eliminate economic dislocation and lmihl a new aml
better life.
The First Congress of the Women of Azerbaijan
opened in laku mi February S, 1921. ll. was also
attended by the leaders el the Party and guvern-
men! of the Azerbaijan llepnhlie. in a nele sent
to the presiding cmnmiltee (ii the Cuugress. the
wemun-llelegates wrete: "Wu Muslim women how
that the Congress will ban the practice (if marry-
ing ()ll girls of 9-12 years of age when they are
just beginning tu mature."
Delegates lo the Congress declared that they re-
garded Soviet power as their protector and took a
pledge to tlelend the Revolution to the end. The
Congress adopted the textnl’ a message to all women
of the East and sent a letter to Lenin. ’l’he deleg-
ates who were elected to the All-llussia Congress of
the lVeunen of the East were presented with a
velvet red banner to be passed en t0 the Russian
wmnen-wnrkers. The banner had these wards em-
ilil’tlltltfi’lld in gold: "lh’eletarians 01’ all countries,
unite! lVomen-wnrliers of Red Russia, we have.
taken the read you have shown us. And there is
no force in existence that could make us SWerve
from it!"
Wemexfs meetings, congresses and conferences
which were hold all over the country-in every reg-
ion and republic-discussetl spce’ilirally local ques-
tions too. The underlying common feature of all
these meetings was a desire to tell the women (if
um. East about their rights, awaken ’in them feel-
" r’-ivie responsibility and dignity and call
w. , Jill in the- building of a new life.
o 3%) rst frank and open cmwersatien on
o :twwn the Cmnmnnist llarty and a
large audience el wemeu from the Soviet l’iast. Antl,
in spite ml the tact that the All-llussia Congress
of the Women of the East (lid not take place in
Moscow in ’llel because of lUOLl shortages (severe
erep failure), the tremendous agitation aml propa-
ganda work carried out by the Party in preparation
for il was highly suecesslul. On their return home,
the delegates to the local congresses popularised
Lenin’s ideas, l’eught fer Soviet rule and for the
emancipation of women.
ignorant til the l’aet lhat the congress in Mesenw
lliltl heen pestpnnerl, many of the delegates (78 in
all)---U’/.l)e,h, ’l’ajik, Ilirghiz and ’l’urkmen wemen
-met in ’Jlashkent early in June 11921. In orrler
nut. to (Iisappeint them the zlwnotdcl oi the Central
Cmnmlltee ()l’ the Party invited them to Moscow
as guests. That was the lirst time a large group of
-’l’url(estan munch had visited the capital of the
Soviet state. ’l’here they met their hosts, the work-
ing wmnen el’ Moscow, and tool: part, in the pre-
ceetlings oi the Seceml International Cenlereuee 0f
Wmuen-(lmnunmisls. The greatest event of all for
the WUIllUlt-tlUlUngLUS was their meeting with Lenin.
One of them was SalematDzhahhengirova who
wrete: uWe were weeping l’rem happiness and
pledged that. we would forever be loyal to Lenin’s
hehesls."
In September 1920, :1 Congress of the Peoples
of the East was held in Baku. For the first time in
history, women tool: part in a public function of
this sort alongside men. The Congress was attend-
ed by about two thousand representatives of not
only the Soviet republics but also at many foreign
countries-Al’ghanistan, Egypt, Imlia, China, Kor-



ea, Persia, Turkey, Japan and others. Filty-flve
women delegates attended, three of whom were
elected te the presiding committee.
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AHI’I’ lhu (lnugrvss, :1 nn-mhnr nIt llu- (’wntrnl (Inm-
mitIi-i’ nt the AII-Hussiu ()nmmnnisl, Purly, Yelena
Slnsnvu, met aunt lulkml wilh Hlt’ xrnnum-(lnleguLes.
Slusm’u gun- il hrii-Ii :lcnnlml nt llu- histnry nl’ the
wnnunl’s lllln’t’llll’lll- in the West, in tnxsiu and in
NW Snriul Bust, :uul lnhl them uhnnl HH’ :mlivities
nl. lhe Huh" :Iu’ILulth’l. ’l’hi-y nlsn hi-nnl thv wmnen
whn hml cnmc tn lhn Cnngress l’rnm H’nmn, Ast-
rukhun, nghi-slun uml ’I’nl’kvslun. As :1 result nt.
this exchange nl’ views, they came ln ltw enmzhl-
sinn that. nQilulinn :unnnp; the wnnwn nl’ lhe Eu’sl;
shnnhl hvgiu with lhu nrgnnisntinn nl’ humticrults
:Il’lc-ls. ’l’his wnuhl eunhh- lln-m In he ecnnnmicnlly
imIepnmh-nl. nml make it pnssihh- In curry nn edu-
culiniml Wnrk mnnng them. ()ue nl’ tlu- hrsl. lhings
ln he (Innu l’nr Muslim WUIIH’II was In set up :i cut-
l.ur:lt centre, which wnuhl m-rx’v us :1 rvvnlnlinn-
:ll’)’ (tl-nll’n nli pnlitiml i-ilnunlinn. In this mix lturty
:Iuilnlinn hi-gnn In his (’zu’rimt nut :unnnp; Hlt’ WHIHUH
nl’ llu- liusl. ’I’his l’nrm nl’ :lgilulinn was snnn to
he mtnplml in NH rvpuhlics :Iml ri-ginns (if the
Cnnnlry.
Different Forms of Work Among Women
In llw Itl’Sl. l’nw years :lrlt’l’ lhn Ih-Ynlulinn the
lmhlic uclivily nt’ xvnnu-n was ih-u-lnlwil in :1 mr-
it-lv nl’ ways. ’I’ln-sv different. types nt’ :u’lix’ily (:nuhl
hn’ (HVitltflI inln lhri’v lqu-ng grnups :Imnn’iling to
their llilllll’l’ nmt lhe (h-grvn nl’ influence they had
’I WUIIH’II.
"Iv lirst grnnp nl’ ugilutinn :Hul IH’nlmgauuln nu-lh-
illltlt’ll puhliu Im-c-lings, tlissmninulinn M
x "8 well as excursions, sn-(znllwl working
N
5% Q, the evh-hmlinn nl’ the lnternntinnnl
h -le.
At these public meetings different problems of
international and domestic life were discussed. At
the meetings of peasant women the participants
discussed their standards of living, heard about
the lite of workers in cities and about the activities
of local authorities. Many public meetings were de-
voted to the life of working women themselves.
These often took the form of lectures on subjects
suueh as ’tWomen and Soviet Rule", t’What Soviet
Rule Has Given Working Women", "XVomelfs Role
in the Building of a New Life", and so on. Such
meetings were very often addressed by prominent
state figures, leading Party functionaries and oili-
cials from zhenotdels.
In those first years after the Revolution, the
Communist Party and the Soviet state exercised
their inHuence on the minds of women also through
the distribution and circulation of leaflets. Such
leaflets were issued on the occasion of the March
the Eighth holiday, in connection with the elections
to local and central Soviets, the election of women
to the conferences 01’ wumen-delegates, and the hold-
ing of motheraud-child protection weeks. The is-
sue of leaflets was also prompted by the changing
situation at the trontline of the Civil War.
Another popular form of activity among women
in those years was excursions undertakenbywom-
en-workers to other cities and factories, to child-
care centres and museums. Such excursions broad-
ened the cultural and political horizons of working
women, enabled them to exchange their profes-
sional experience and their experience as voluntary
social workers, and fostered in them feelings of
cnlleclivism.
In rural areas a popular form of propaganda
was talks with peasant women right in their



homes, at village libraries (called Readerst Huts),
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i11 rec1’eati011-a1111-reading rooms (known as Red
Corners) and in conununes.
Another 101111 01 political agitation among peas-
ant women was 11orse-11raw11 vans carrying agita-
tion literature, posters 111111 gramopheues. 111 these
vans agitators to111’e11- villages, organising public
meetings, talks, even theatrical 11e1’io1’111ances. They
also often helped the families 01 R011 Armymen
with farm work.
Working Women’s Days were yet another form
of work among women. These were held once a
month when the entire organisational and political
agitation personnel of cities and towns went to iac-
tories and plants which employed predominantly
women. On the very shop 11001 (in the intervals
between shifts) they held talks with women. gave
them lectures and reports in the R011 Corners and
in the canteens and organised 111111110 meetings.
Later, similar iDays" W010 held for peasant women
mostly at local Readers’ 1I11ts
An i111p01ta11t 101111 01 work the idea of which
was to make women more active socially, was the
organisation and holding of International Women’s
Day celebrations 011 March 8. Every year, at the
time of preparation for this holiday, the Central
Committee 01 the’Party circulated letters, in which
it stxessed the significance of the holiday and of-
fered advice on the best way to observe it.
Eve1y holiday was 110111 111111e1 certain careiully
selected slogans to suit the occasion. When the
Civil War was at its height, the slogan of the day
was "Strengthen the f1ont and 101101 the onslaught
of the bourgeoisie!" Alter the war the slogan was
I11111 working people must pool their eiierts t0 reha-
bilitate the national economy". There Were other
slogans too, calling for the struggle against famine,
against women’s 1111e1111110yn1ent, for raising cultural
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111111 political standards 111111 11111110111111; the skills of
wo111e11-wnrlce1’s a1111’ peasants, and for building
ehil1l-eare centres. The Women’s Day celebrations
011 March 8, 192/1, the 11151. 01 their 1111111 in B1)-
1111ara, were preceded by the opening 01 a women’s
011111, with a large number 01 women attending the
ee1’e1110ny.At that meeting, twelve women were a11-
mitted to the Party
The second category-organisatienal 111111 educa-
tional forms and methods of work among women-
included women’s congresses, conferences of non-
Party women-werkers and womeu-peasants, meet-
ings of wmnen-(leiegates. etc. These terms 01 work
also Iraised the level of social activity among
women.
. Working women developed the ability to absorb
political information. voice their opinions, evaluate
eventS’taking place a1o11n11 them and showed a
1lesi1e to take part in social activities.
Alungside the c011ie1ences 01 women delegates an
i11111111ta11t 101e was played by women’s meetings
and congresses. Their task was to examine the at-
titudes 111111 wishes oi w11111e11-wo1’11e1’s and peasants,
to draw them into participating in the running 01
the state and in economic reconstruction. The meet-
ings were 110111 at different 1eve1s, with their dele-
gates representing provinces, districts, cities, re-
gions, small rural areas andindividualfactories. At
their meetings the representatives 01 provinces, cit-
ies’a111l districts raised questions of general polit-
ical sigr11it1ea11cez’i’11l1e International Position and
the Situation at Home", "Assistance to the Front",
"Soviet 111110 and Women", HThe Party and Its



ka Among 1V1)111011",’ ’1On the Elimination of 11-
liteiacy’ Among Women" .
’ihe factory meetings discussed questions relating
to the life 01 weme11-we1’kers, the economic perfor-
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mance of a certain factory or plant, the raising of
labour productivity, lahonr protection for women.
vocational training, the improvement elthei wom-
cn-werlters’ life at home, the functioning of child-
care centres, etc.
Meetings of peasant women discussed problems
which concerned them and which reflected the gene-
ral conditions of lile in villages: ’"l’he Policy of the
)arty and the State in the Countryside", "The Peas-
ant Woman and the Food Question", uEllorts to
Draw Peasant Women into the Connnittees fer Peas-
ants’ Mutual Assistance", "Peasant Women and
Cooperative Societies", "’l’hc Organisation of Cot-
tage Industries", etc.
To enlighten the women of the nomadic peoples
and tribes of Central Asia, Siberia and the Far
East, wide use was made of non-Party meetings of
women. As a rule, such meetings discussed rele-
vant and important questions aml maile practical
decisions: to eliminate illiteracy, to join :1 coopera-
tive society, to keep one’s home clean. Sneh meet-
ings were held once a month with a wiile-ranging
education programme for women. The pregrannne
dealt with the advantages of the settled way of life,
the social equality of women and men, mether-aml-
chihl care, etc.
The signilicance oi the congresses and meetings
of womcn-workers and women-peasants lay not only
in the fact that they stimulated the social activity
of women and organised them for constructive el-
l’orts, but that these congresses and meetings helped
them develop their class awareness and turn them
into politically conscious builders of the new state,
the defenders of revolutionaryr power.
The principal mass organisational andeducation-
al form of work among working women was gener-
al meetings of women-workers and womcn-pcas-
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the most accessible,
the simplest and the most comprehensible lerm ol
organisation, because they were held, as a rule. at
their ewu laetery, in their own collective, among
people they knew and in familiar surroundings.’l’lie
anls. l"er women, they were
participants in such general mootings showed a
common concern for everything they saw and heard
and expressed their Opinions. Meetings like these
langlit women how to organise themselves, share
their experience with one another and luster leel-
lugs 01’ eellectivism. At these meetings the women
(lisensserl not only political problems, hut also ques-
tions relating to the everyday life 01’ their factories
and work collectives. Such general meetings, with
their healed debates on important questions, were
held regularly, not less than once a month. There
was very often a large number of men who also
attended the women’s general meetings.
The lllll’tl group was voluntary work on Satur-
days and Sundays (subbnlni/rs), tlillerent kinds of
HWeeks", participation in the nationwide drive
against famine, epidemics, etc. Men and women
participated together in voluntary work on Satur-
days and Sundays. In addition, there were other
undertakings, such as "Peasant VVeelcs", "Labour
Protection Weeks", "Child Weeks", and so on. Wom-
en SUWCll garments lor the Red Army, washeil
linen at military hospitals, orphanages and child-
care centres. At such subbolni/m wunlen hehaveil
like real masters of the new society. They felt in-
creasingly responsible lor what was going on. they
became more and more aware of their links with



the collective, of their own responsibility for the
Soviet state. This was particularly valuable, not to
say unusual, because the only responsibility that
women lnnl been taught to have ever centuries was
for their families.



Working wonmn showed Lhuir cnlhusinsm hy par-
ticipating in all kinds ol "Weeks". For example,
a "Week" of transport was proclaimed in a
district, or in a province, or even in the whole
country, and the entire cilorl, of that district or prov-
ince was poured into the job of restoring ,trans-
port, building roads, etc. These "Weeks" had two
aspects: economical and political (a Week of trans-
port, agriculture, education) and military and po-
litical (a "Week of the Front", a "Week of Assis-
tance to Wounded Red Armymcn").
More and more women were drawn into partici-
pating in the solution ol.acuLe social problems,
such as the struggle against famine and economic
dislocation. lVomcn-workors and womon-pcasants
holpcdl collect, supervise the packaging and distri-
bution of food parcels. Women went from house
to house, collecting grain, bacon, wool, and canvas.
They adopted children evacuated from famine-
slrickcn areas, and set up child-care centres. Wom-
an organised "Weeks of SLarving Children", wom-
en’s subbotnilcs, and sol; np specialdelachments
to combat child vagrancy. -
All these aciiviLics enabled women to become
active participants in the building of a new lilo.
II. is no accident, that, they were called umethods of
political agitation -by practical example", because
they helped find those women who wore talented
organisers. draw them into public affairs and Im-
loved in them a sense of discipline and responsi-
bility. . - i
, The Party developed special forms of work among
Lhe women of the- Eastern regions of the country.
The old Oriental customs prohibiLcd ,Lhom to appear
in public places. This is why the conferences ol
wonmn-(lclcgates gained only limited popularity
hcrc immediately alter the Revolution.;,.’l’ho most
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ullcclivu l’orms of organisation for Enslurn women
were womcnls clubs, houscsolor wumcn-pcasanls
((lchhmy) and tho Hod Yurlas (tents made out of
felt).
Muslim women vcry willingly joined in tho activ-
ities of the clubs specially organised for them.
Significantly, their husbands, fathers and brothers
allowed them to do so because these clubs were ex-
clusivcly for women and no men were permitted.
Membership was open to working women alone and
only on tho reconuncmlation of two women-aclivists.
Club work was organised on a voluntary principle,
and only the heads of the clubs received salaries.
These clubs usually had several sections: prod-
uction, political education, juridical, and mother-
aml-child sections. The production section organ-
ised vocational schools and circles, workshops and
artols. At these arlels women scw-cd garments,madc
knitted goods, carpets, shoes, and bound books.
They were also taught how to make clothes, knit,
and were instructed in the principles of Lelography,
typing and slenography. In this way Lhey earned
some money, although the purpose of the clubs was
primarily to provide women. with working skills
which would later enable them to join in socially
useful work in industry and farming.
The political education sections of Lhe clubs or-
ganised lectures and public meetings devoted to rev-
olutionary ovcuLs and revolutionary holidays. They
also set up Young Pioneer organisations, Young
Communist League organisations, schools and cir-
cles for political education. In this way the women
ol the East were taught the ABC 01’ politics, were



introduced to the tasks of socialist construction and
to the international situation and history of the
movement of womon-workcrs.
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Under the aegis ol them: olnhs there were schools
for colnhatting illiteracy, as well as sehools and
courses for training,r l’nnotionaries l’or eooperativo so-_
cieties and clubs. Ueurses Were also provided for,
primary school teachers. There were music, drama
and literary groups, and also groups for training
journalists for local newspapers. Club members is-
SttCtl news bulletins, SlHHVUtl films and organised
amateur art. activities. Some elnhs hail amateur
theatres, and all eluhs haul liln’aries.
The juridical section provided legal advice, or-
ganised lectures on the rights of women and ran
special groups where Women could study law.
The mother-aml-child sections set up maternity
health centres, nurseries and lcimlergartens, as well
as small clinics, courses for obstetricians and work-
ers in pre-school elliltl-care centres, and provided
medical advice on hygiene and sanitation.
In 1025, there were 54 womonls clnhs. lntliller-
out towns these clubs enjoyed tlillerent opportuni-
ties in the choice of personnel and the provision of
premises and finances. The first wmnens club was
set up in Tashkent. In a large building selected for
a club a school, a library, a health centre for
children, a garment-making workshop, an assembly
hall, and premises for zu’ts-aml-cralts groups were
housed. The courtyard was somewhat unusual, with
four one-sterey houses forming,r a square. All the
windows and doors faced the (:(mrtyartl. The only
entrance to the courtyard from the street was
through the gate, which provided access to tho prem-
ises of this vast complex. On April 2/1, 1924, the
club opened its doors to visitors. But no visitors
came. The zhcnoldcl mounted an agitation eam-
paign to explain to local women the idea and pur-
pose of the club. Eventually, three Uzbek women
meekly entered the courtyard. They liltetl their cus-
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loniary eluu-lnmns (veils) oll their lattes only alter
they had made sure there were no men around.
More wonnrn (tame. Antl soon lhe club was buzzing
like a beehive with activity. livery morning young,r
Uzbek women came with their children l’ormedio-
at advice. The school for cenibatting illiteracy
functioned in than shil’ls. ltlany women came to the
library where they listened to books and newspapers
being read out to them. The Hat root of one of the
houses of the (:(nnplex was taken up by an artcl for
making blankets. The assembly hall was getting
more and more erowrhnl hy the day, so that now
general meetings of the club members (more than
700 in all) were hehl in the courtyard. The club
also lnnl an elected heard. All work at the club
was tllVltlUtl among its three sections, each headed
by a nmniher ol’ the hoard. The club had its own
conference of Women-(lelegates, a Young Conunu-
nist League organisation (whose members were
girls), and a Young Pioneer group (also made up
of young girls).
The clubs trained a large number of women for
work in the national economy, at chihl-eare centres
and at hospitals. Many women, members of such
clubs, were later sent to advance their knowledge
at the su-calletl worlcersl laenlties organised by
higher education ostahlislnnenls, also at schools
where personnel for local Party organist’ttions and
Soviets were trained. Some wonIen-aetivists at the
(2lltl)5 tool; up jolts at zluinuldcls.
’l’he elnhs in Soviet Central Asia which enjoyed
special popularity Were the so-calletl Houses for
Uc/zv/ca/z Women set up for peasants who, for some



reason, had mUVUtl to the city for permanent resi-
dence. Enoh woman who came here from her (utl
(a village) conhl live at such a house for two
weeks. One oi the l’n’sl. things she had to do was to
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g0 lu the hath heuse, where she was issued a Set
of clean clothes and umlerweur. She couhl attend
lectures and talks unil go to the local school for
combutting illiteracy uml, it she chose, to classes for
garment-nmhing. 11’ she came with a child (or
children) she could use the nurseries, u play-
ground and medical facilities. The House for Dale
lean. Women 3150 provided talks on hygiene and
sanitation. Attached to the house was a model farm
plot where wemen-peasnnts ceuhl improve their
knowledge of farming.
One of the varieties ef women’s clubs were rec-
reatien-undd’eailing rooms (Red Corners) in cities
and lteatlers’ Huts for women in the country. All
the work here was curried out by volunteers. Menl-
bers of these clubs set. up their conferences of wom-
eu-delegutes, who held their meetings at the rec-
reatiou-uml-reutliug rooms. The women attended
lectures on political and popular sciences. They er-
gnnised public reading sessions where they eouhl
hear synopses of newspapers and political journals.
There were schools for cembutting illiteracy, theatric-
ul groups and choirs at these clubs.
The so-cnlletl ltetl Yurtas, another type of club,
were set up for the nenmdic population of the
Eastern regions of the country. They operated in
accordance with a special programme which includ-
ed reading classes, instruction on basic hygiene and
professional zulvice to livesteek-hremlers. The staff
ut the Red Yurtas was made up 01’ :1 political agi-
tator, a wemun-teucher and a doctor. The inventory
included a film projector, a sewing machine, a milk
separator, medicines and other articles. The zhcnut-
del of the Central Committee of the Party recom-
mended: "The work of the Red l’nrla must concen-
trate on the problems of sanitation uml hygiene,
and ’arieus economic problems. Political uml legal
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questions Shtllllti he regarded us 01’ secondary im-
portance and should he discussed only when they
are relevant to the life of the nomadic woman her-
self."
The HUtl Yurtus organised liteetings, and center-
enees et’ wemen-tlelegzttes held their sessions here.
The activists of the lhetl Yurtas helped publish wall
newspapers. All these :wtivities-lectures, talks,
work in political groups, the reading aloud of books,
magazines and newspnpers-served to introduce
nomadic women to the achievements of the Soviet
slate, the life illlll work of the Party and the Young
Cenmmnist League, The lied Yurla drew the no-
mmlic women into the work oi the Soviets and vo-
luntary organisations. Women active in the work
otrthe Red Yurtu. tater often joined the ranks of the
’nrty er the Young Communist League.
The women’s clubs, the Housesl’eL’IJc/L/t’anWom-
en, the lied Corners :llltl the Red Yurtas carried
out :1 great (leul 01’ work in the Eastern regions of
the ceunlry explaining to millions ul’ illiterate and
oppressed women the nature of revolutionary change.
and turned them into active builders of a new
society.
Women Defend Soviet Government
After the victory ()I’ lhe.Socialist ltevulutien, the
ceunter-revelutieuuries in the country, with the sup-
port 01’ foreign imperialists, waged a Civil War
against the young Soviet Republic. That war lasted
three years: from 1918 to 1920. Lenin praised the
courage, fortitude and heroism of working women
in the years 01’ the war. In an address toaconter-
cute 01’ working women in Moscow on September



23, 1019, he spoke about the role working women
.13



played in that war: "Women can work under war
conditions when it is a question of helping the army
or carrying on agitation in the army. Women should
take an active part in all this so that the lied Army
sees that it is being looked after, that solicitude is
being displayed."
Right alter the formation of the z/wnoldcl of the
Central Committee of the Party particular impor-
tance in its work was attached to the search for
dillerent ways of drawing women into the job of
helping the Red Army. This question was repeat-
erlly raised at sessions of the zhenotdel and dis-
cussed at many meetings held by women. The spe-
cial column run by Pravda was devoted to the life
of working women. In some issues this "working
woman’s page" was taken up entirely by informa-
tion about the assistance that working women gave
to the Red Army.
Of special importance was the training of medi-
cal nurses for the Red Army. They were mostly
crash courses, which meant that in a shortperied
of time the future held hospital and practical nur-
ses had to be given instruction not only in medi-
cine but also told about the goals and policy of the
Soviet government, the role of dillercnt classes and
states, and how social changes were taking place in
the country. These lectures were built on the prin-
ciple of class analysis of events and social phenome-
na. Here are some of the lectures which were read
at the Courses for Red Nurses in dil’iex’ent cities:
"Why Are We Fighting?", "The Emergence and
the Siguilicance of Our Fronts", uThe Main Fea-
tures of the Capitalist System, and the Class
Struggle", "What Is Soviet Rule and How Is It Or-
ganised?", "llow to Get the Best out of a Newspa-
per, a Leaflet, a Pamphlet and a Book".
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At one of its meetings the zhcnotdel ol the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party discussed the problem
01’ military training for women (April 1920). The
main report at this meeting was delivered by the
Minister of Defence who spoke about the need to
introduce universal military training for women.
Afterwards, a circular and theses about universal
military training for women were sent to all local
zlu-quth-lx. The circular aml theses also (lealtxvith
the problem of women’s participation in the for-
Ination ol the militia antl the army. The circular
read in part: "All girls and women are required to
undergo general training and pre-dralt instruction.
Women must take charge of logistics, for which
purposes they must gradually be drawn into the
schools of universal military training. Party com-
mittees and zhcnotdels must send more active
women to these military training courses." It was
evident that only by winning the support of more
and more working women, in town and country,
for the cause the Red Army was fighting for, the
Party could bring about the unity of the front and
the rear, which was crucial for victory in the Civil
War. These meetings and conferences of women-
delegates and women’s general meetings helped to
draw them into work in support of the Red Army
lighting at the front. They joined courses formed-
ical nurses, made underwear and knitted goods,
null collected foodstuffs for the lighting men.
Directing the work among (lillerent strata of wo-
men during the Civil War, the Party organisations
gave priority to the job of explaining to them the
nature and objectives of the war. The Party laid
such emphasis on this work because many illiterate



and politically backward women failed to under-
stand these things. rllhe Party used all the avail-
able means of oral and printed propaganda and put
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cieucy wns higher and more goods Were produced.
Therein lay the great eeonmnie importance of we-
men’s participation in meint pI-mlm-Iien. At the
same time, it played an important sueiul rote, he-
cause it made women more active in the social
and political spheres. Women, who were new join-
ing trade unions and other puhlic organisations,
carried out socially useful ussigmnents, tlltti many
of them were (-li-rtetl In various hmlies of state
power.
Women’s participation in social production is a
basis for establishing their genuine equality with
men. Their work at factories and plants makes them
equal members of the collective. Their wages make
them economically independent, and their work re-
ceives social recognition and helps them harmm
niously to develop their personality. The Party abid-
ed by these principles when it sought to draw
women into socially useful production as soon as
Soviet rule was established. It was necessary,
however, for women to learn new trades and im-
prove their industrial skills. ,
XVomen were able to improve their skills through
vocational training programmes, individual and
group apprenticeship and their promotion to jobs
retiuiring better (niniilieulitms. Young women were
admitted to vocational schools in accordance with
a fixed quota, Le. a certain number of vacancies
were reserved for women. This helped tlruw women
into the national economy and restore the industry
ruined by the Civil tVar. Women worked at facto-
ries which produced goods necessary for the eco-
nomic recovery of peasant homesteads: metal articles,
textiles and household goods. This made it possible
to increase the commodity turnover between state-
run industry and agriculture, and led tea strength-
ening ot’ the union between the working class
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amt the peasantry, nml the consolidation: of the pee-
pleis power.
It would have been impossible to draw women
into social production without creating the condi-
tions which would allow them to hold a job and
have a family. From the first. days of the Revolu-
tion the Soviet state showed great concern for
mothers and their children. But the issuing of rev-
olutionary decrees on mother-nmI-child protection
was not enough. It had to be backed up by practi-
cal deeds.
In 1919, a so-called scientific and organisational
commission was set up at the People’s Commissar-
iat for Social Security which was responsible for
mother-nnd-child institutions. This scientific and
organisational commission included medical experts
who helped organise mother-and-child care centres,
define their tasks and establish standards of nutri-
tion. In spite of the tremendous difficulties caused
’by the Civil War, a total of 1,500 mother-and-child
care centres were set up in 1919 and 1920:
childrents nurseries, mother-aml-child homes, medi-
cal advice centres, bahy-food distribution centres,
homes for parentless infants (orphanages) and ma-
ternity homes.
Vagrancy among children was a terrible problem
in the conditions of economic dislocation, and the
Party gave top priority to combatting it through lo-
cal zhenotdels. They found new premises for child-
care centres and provided equipment, furniture and
food. The women-delegates of the zhenotdels occu-
pied the mansions belonging to factory owners who
had fled the country after the Revolution and opened



nurseries and kindergartens there; they organised
subbotni/cs, washed and cleaned, and redecorated
the premises, etc.
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At iirst, many mothers (lhl not trust, the nurseries
with their babies. And in this. too, the women-dele-
gates Were the first tn help. They teul: their uwn
children to the nurseries and organised a rota sys-
tem. Mothers could see Ior themselves how their
children were fed, taken for walks and put to bed,
and soon after, they themselves supported the idea
of nurseries. There was an acute shortage of per-
sonneln-teachers and nurses-Ior children at such
centres. In Moscow special courses were opened for
training personnel for mother-and-ehild care cen-
tres. Such courses were attended by 85 persons who
had come from ditierent towns and cities of Russia.
Similar courses were set up for medical nurses to
be employed at child-care institutions. Instruction
at such courses was provided by the best medical
experts in the country.
Cultural, Social and Political Work I
Among Women
It was impossible to build a new life, raise
children and restore the national ecenomy without
eliminating illiteracy, without the political educa-
tion of. women themselves and without raising their
general cultural standards. In the early years of
Soviet government the wOmen, who constituted half
the working population in the country, were almost
totally illiterate. In 192l, a total of 756 out of
every thousand women could neither read nor write.
Lenin called illiteracy the second enemy of the Par-
ty and the people. Speaking at the All-Russia Con-
gress of Political Education Departments in Octo-
her 1921,110 said: "So long as there is such a thing
as illiteracy in our country it is too much to talk
about political education. This is not’ a political
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prnhhem; it is a condition without which it is use-
less talking about politics. An illiterate person
slamis mitsith: politics, he must. lirsl. learn his ABC.
Withnul. that’thure can he no pulitics; without
that there are rumours, gossip, Iairy-tales and prej-
udices, but not politics." ’
Thus, the cultural revolution in the Soviet Re-
public began with the elimination of illiteracy. On
December 26, 1919, the Soviet government adopted
the decree On the Liquidation oi Iliil-eracy Among
the Population of the Republic. In order to coordi-
nate this work more effectively, the People’s Com-
missariat for Public Education set up an AIl-Rus-
sia Extraordinary Commission for the Liquidation
oi Illiteracy in July 1920. Acting under this com-
mission was a body known as a standing confer-
ence which was made up of representatives of the
thHOltlcl 0f the Party Central Committee, represen-
tatives of the (ieparlment for work in rural areas,
of the Central Committee of the Young Communist
League and the All-Itussia Central Council OITI’HIIO
Unions. Some time later, in November 1920, the
Chief Department for Political Education was orga-
nised under the aegis of the People’s Commissariat
for Public Education. This department was headed
by Nadezhda Krupskaya, and conducted education
work among the adult population of the country.
A large number of reading-and-writing centres
sprang up everywhere in the Soviet Republic. At
these centres a(hiit’men and women were taught to
read, write and (lo sums. There were also a’ large
number of elementary schools with a two-year pro-
gramme for adults, and schools for illiterate people
which were run much on the same lines as primary
schools. The highest link in the system of adult
education was schools for advanced education.
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The work of many schools and reading-aml-wrtt-
ing centres was organised in such a way that stu-
dents graduated either on March 8 or May 1, or on
Revolution Day. The zhenotdcls used these events
for attracting more women to these schools. At.
the graduation ceremonies the women were elected
to the presiding committee of the meeting. They
also received honorary certificates and bonuses. In
their farewell address they talked about their stud-
ies and urged illiterate women to sign up for a
course at these schools. And many women (lid. It
was taken into consideration that women busy with
their children and housework would find it hard
to leave their homes and attend classes. This_ was
why those women who studied at sehool enjoyed
the privilege of placing their children into nurseries
and kindergartens. In addition, the zlzenotdels or-
ganised instruction for women, especmllyepensant
women, at their homes, instead of schools. ’lhis sys-
tem was called the system of individunl-aml-group
education. The most advanced intellectuals and acti-
vists were engaged in the campaign to combat illit-
cracy: teachers, club workers, employeesol cultu-
ral centres and libraries, and ordinary actwnsts who
could read and write. The Party issued a slogan:
"One literate person should teach ten illiterate peo-
)le".
I The Party’s work. to combat illiteraey’among
working women was of great political sngmhcanice.
This is what a woman-worker wrote in a magazme
article: "In the old days we were crushed, draiiied
of strength and stupelied. We had no education.
Now we have an education, we have honours, and
we know that we are much needed and appreciated
members of society. This is what our Partyhas
done for us. Our Party is the first to have given
us knowledge and power. We must live up to its
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expectations. This is our Party and we shallstand
by it."
Combattiug illiteracy among women was the ba-
sis of the Pnrtyls cultural and educational work, and
the schools for the elimination of illiteracy were
one of the ways it was carried out. There were
other lorms of educational work with women,with
a special role played by the earlier mentioned clubs
in cities and the Reutlers’ Huts in rural areas. Work
at these clubs was organised in such a way that
wumen-workers aml wemeu-peasants could not only
take up various cultural activities in their spare
time, but also receive general educational training;
the clubs were regarded as an important means of
political influence on working women, which was
taken into account by the zhcnotdels. Working
through the clubs and village libraries the zhenot-
(1813, together with the trade unions, Young Com-
munist League and cooperative societies, drew wom-
on into schools for the elimination of illiteracy,
groups for political education, literary clubs, "Book
Friends’, societies uutl groups for mother-nml-ehild
care.
Women had their own publications which played
an important role in their political and general edu-
cation. In the early years of Soviet rule the maga-
zines Rabotnitsa (Working Woman), Rabotnitsa
i Krestyan/ca (Wemuu-X’Vorlier uml Peasant), Dele-
gul/ru (Delegate), null KrestyuIL/m (lleuuunt TVo-
mun) were of purliculur importance in this respect.
Central and local newspapers run special columns
for working women in the town and country. These



columns reflected various aspects of their economic
and family life, the part they played in industrial
and agricultural production, and socially useful ac-
tivities. These columns also curried articles on the
upbringing of children, the family, everyday life
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at home, etc. As time progressed many women
started to contribute to these magazines and news-
papers.
An important part in heightening the political
awareness of women was played by Party-andeolit-
ical education at a time when the country was
short of food. clothing, fuel and other necessities.
Working people received small food rations. while
every pair of shoes and every square yard of cloth
had to be distributed among those who were most
in need. Women also met to discuss whose child
needed hospital treatment must. This was why the
political awareness of women played such an im-
portant role.
Among the mass forms of political education of
the working women in the’town and country were
the schools of political science. T hese were attend-
ed by both men and women who studied the ideas
of scientific communism, the policy oi the Soviet
state, Lenin’s works and the Party Programme.
There WUl’U also political education groups orga-
nised specially for women. They studied the funda-
mentals of the economic policy of the state, of the
trade unions, the womenis and the youth move-
ments. The zhenotdcls also encouraged women to
study at political schools, Soviet-and-Party schools,
and those who did particularly well were sent to
higher Party schools and political universities in
big cities. Study in groups and political school?
heightened lhe interest of wmuen-workers uml wenn-
en-peasauts in political science, made them more
actii’e, and_ga(re them a’ taste Ier sociai. work.
These women who 1113;! had s_ome political educa-
tion often became propagandists themselves and
jeiued the Party, The high political awareness 9!
women made ityusalibie to pifuiliole lheqi tu_sehiur
jobsl’in Party and government.
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Working selflessly, women helped to accomplish.
the arduous tasks facing the young Soviet state.
The Party’s work among women in the early years
of Soviet rule laid a solid foundation for their sub-
sequent mass participation in the building of social-
ism. Without this initial work to establish equaliQ
ty between working men and women, We would
not have been able to achieve the results we see
today.
Woman in Advanced Socialist Society
The experience of the Soviet Unien and the other
countries of socialism show convincingly that in so-
cialist society, where as a result of the elimination
of the exploitation of man by man social equality
among people has been established, men and women
have genuinely equal rights. Under socialism wom-
en enjoy a ful, varied and rich life.
An advanced socialist Society has all the possibil-
ities for a woman to combine socially useful la-
bour and her responsibilities as mother and wife
with active political work.
The Soviet Union has the world’s highest level
of employment of women in social production. All
women in this country are guaranteed the right to
work on an equal footing with men. Moreover, wmn-’
on can (’0 any Work, except that which is detri-
mental to their health. Al. priscnt. 93 per cent of
all. able-bodied women are employed in the nation-
al ecenOmy. Women, who constitute 51 per cent
of’_a!l industrial’ and oilice employees, ’m-e respon-
sible for a good half oi the material’ and non-male-
riai wealth in this- eountry. In this lies ’the ’liaeis
for genuine equality Ur men. and Women in ’all



spheres of life. Social labour, for ile’pant, with its
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relations of social equality and collectivism which
is typical of. socialist society, makes women more
active in their particular proiessions, more mature
and politically aware citizens, stimulates their crea-
tive talents and gives them a better understanding
of their social duties and responsibilities.
Socialism has drawn millions of working women
into the affairs of state, into the solution of proh-
iems of great social importance. This was done via
the Party ahd the Soviets, trade unions and other’
public organiSations, via the press and nationwide
discussions of laws and decrees. It was made pos-
sible by the entire socialist way of life in this coun-
try. hi the last elections to the Soviet Parliament
(March 1984) 492 women were elected deputies.
This is more than the number of women MPs in the
parliaments of all capitalist countries taken
together. In the Soviet trade unions, women consti-
tute 51 per cent of their total membership. Half
the membership of the Young Communist League
are young women. They also censtitute mere than
24 per cent of the Party membership.
The ’present level of social and political activity
of Soviet women bears out Leninis words: HIt is said
that the best criterion of the cultural level is the
legal status of women. This aphorism contains a
grain of profound truth. From this standpoint only
the dictatorship of the proletariat, only the socialist
state could uttuiu, us it has utluined, lllB highest
cultural level." One of the principal results of the
solution of the question of womenis role in society
in the USSR is the emergence of a new social type
of woman. A citizen with the same political and so-
cial rights as men, an active worker and social
activist, and at the same time a loving mother and
a sensitive educator, this is the make-up of the
woman born of the Revolution. i



1932. The llyich collective farm in the Voronezh region.
A lesson at a reading-and-writing group
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1932. At a class of industrial drawing in Dnepropetrovsk
1931. Turkmenia. A Young
Communist League mem-
ber giving a lesson at a
reading-and-writing group
1931. The Bryansk region.
A woman collective farmer
learning how to read


