Yel ena Yenel yanova
REVQLUTI ON

I N WOVEWS

LBFE

I * Novosli Press Agency Publishing House
Moscow 1985



Transl ated (tomthe Russian by Scrgci CH ULAKI
Transl ation edited by George WD

[inen: Jlrmmmeznn Enzcnnucc:

FEBQIJHOUHH. HAPHI SL ) KEHUI HHA

nu JEEFJHI | | CKDLI Hzh' JzL’

Li ma 25 :2222.

' 0802010203

Q Novosti Press Agency Publishing House, 1985
CONTENTS

Lenin’s Principles for Solving |l xe Problemof the Po-
sition of Whnen

The Position of Wnen in Prc-Sovict Russia, and the
Begi nni ng of Work Anpbng Wonen

The Victory of the Socialist Revolution in Russia in
Cct ober 1917 and Changes in the Position of Wnen
The First All-Russia Congress of Wntn-Wrkers and
Wwonen- Pensants. The Setting-up of Winen's Depart -
ment s

Di fferent Forns of Work Among Wonen

Worren Def end Sovi et Gover nnent

Worren in Social Production. Mthcr-and-Child Care
Cultural, Social and Political Wrk Armong Wnen
Worman i n Advanced Soci al i st Society

13

19

32

43

47

50

55



Social progress is closely linked with the role
worren play in society. It would be inpossible today
to di scuss Lhc past, presenL and future of humanity
wi LhouL dwelling on the position of wonen.

O course, the altitude to various aspects of their
position dierrs fromcountry to country dependi ng
on the | evel of economnic devel oprent, and the so-
cial system One Lhing is clear however: woren play
a far greater role in society and the problens rel at-
ing to their Iife can no longer wait for a solution
This is why the United Nations has declared the
years 1975-1985 the UN Decade for Wonen: Equal -

i Ly, Devel opnent and Peace. This decision testifies
to the general recognition of the principle of equal-
ity of men and wonen and of the inportant role
worren play in society.

Lenin's Principles for Solving the Problem

of he Position of Wnmen

The founder of the SovielL state, Viadinmr Lenin
used to say mmthe position of wormen was the
baronmet er of denobcracy in any country.



In many speeches he outlined the principles for

sol ving the problens of the position of womnen.
These speeches conbi ned make up a progranmme of

the social emancipation of Wonen. The first and.
nost inportant provision of this progranme was to
bring about the emanci pation of wonen and their
conpl ete social equality as an inalienable part of
the revolutionary transformation of society. This
required the elimnation of the exploitation of man
by man, the devel opnent of the national econony,
the acconplishment of a cultural revolution, and so
on. uThis and this alone opens up the way towards

a conpl ete and actual enancipation of woman,"

Leni n said.

At the same time, he insisted that working

worren be regarded as |ighters for denpcracy, a pow
erful social force wi thout whose participation it
woul d have been inpossible to solve the fundanen-
tal problenms concerning the revolution. "The expe-
rience of all liberation nmovements," he pointed out,
uhas shown that the success of a revolution de-
pends on how nuch the women take part init."

That was why Lenin considered it necessary to con-
duct systematic work anong wonmen in order to

hel p them conprehend nore fully their socially use-
ful role and turn theminto active builders of a new
soci ety.

The second very inportant Leninist principle in

the solution of this problemis the exercise of equa
rights by men and wonen in all spheres of life.

- Capitalismconbines fornmal equality with economc
and social inequality. HAnd one of the npbst glaring
mani festations of this inconsistency is the inequal-
ity-oi wonen. Conplete equality has not been grant-
ed even by the nost, progressive republican, and
denocrati c bourgeois states," Lenin wote.
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One of the conditions for the social enancipation
of women, and, consequently, one of the principles
for solving this question was. in Lenilfs view, the
wi cl e use of fermal e | abour in social production. Ile
said thut "to client her conplete emanci pati on and
make her theequal oi the man, it is necessary for
the national econony to be socialised and for

worren to participate in comon productive | abour
Theri woren will occupy the sane position as

meni |

However, the equality of wonmen with nen in

_soci al I nproduction nust be understood not as equa
use-of their physical strength. Unlike nen, women
Shoul d not do work requiring much physical effort.
The invol venent of womren in social production

nust be carried out with an eye to their great socia
m ssion as nothers, which puts additional enphasis
on worenls ' | abour protection. Female |abour in
soci al production-free, conscious and creative-
hel ps the all-round devel opment of the woman’s per-
sonality, relieves. her of the burdens of secl uded
life, and stinulates her social activity.

Lenin believed that wonmen shoul d take an active
part in adm nistering all the affairs of society.
ttWorki ng wormen nust take an increasing part in

the adm nistration of socialised enterprises and in
the adm nistration of the state. By taking part in
adm nistration, women will learn quickly and wll
catch up with the nen," he wote.

Lenin devoted a great deal of attention to the
devel opnent of the womenls nmovenent, to the unity
of working women in all countries in the struggle
for their rights. One of the distinguishing features
of our tine is the mass participation of wonen in



the class struggle, the anti-inperialist nmovenent
and the struggle for peace. This is quite natura

because the nunmber of women engaged in produc-
7



tion and in other Spheres of human activity is grow
ing, and so is their political awareness.

It should he noted here that Leninls provisions
about social emanci pation of wonmen apply to al
countries and therefore have great internationa
signiiicance. This in turn means that the problem

of the position of wonen can be sol ved only

through the practical realization of Lenin’s ideas on
the achi evenent of full equality for them

The Position of Wonen in Pre-Soviet Russia,

and the Begi nni ng of Wrk Among Wonen

It is well-nigh inpossible to imagi ne the hard-
shi ps that wormen had to endure in pre-Soviet Rus-
sia. In old Russia wormen had no rights either in the
famly or in society in general. In addition, women-
workers suffered fromnercil ess capitalist exploita-
tion. Their working day was extrenely | ong: at

heavy industry enterprises, for exanple, wonen had
to work on average 11 to 12 hours a day; in cottage
i ndustry and handicrafts their working day was

even | onger; the working day for peasant wonen
averaged 11 hours, and in sunmer tinme was as |ong

as 16 hours. Fenal e | abour was paid for at rates

whi ch were 50 per cent |ower than those for men.

Fi nes, rudeness and degrading treatnment of wonen

by forenmen were conmon practice. There were no

| abour safety regulations for women to speak of, |et
alone maternity protection. It was comopn prac-

tice to fire pregnant wonen. And in order not to

| ose their daily bread, many worki ng wonen con-
cealed their condition as best they could, were
delivered of their babies right on the shop Hoor and
reported for work the next day.
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Worreni s | ack of econom c rights was exacerbat -

ed by the low living standards of the working peo-
ple in general. In industrial output Russia |agged
about 50 to 100 years behind the advanced capital -
ist Countries. Primtive farminplenents used on
smal | hol di ngs reduced agricultural production to a
very | ow grade market econony and even further

down to the subsistence economy.

The Code of Laws of tho Russim Enph-e read:

m’'he wii’e nmust obey her husband as the head of
famly, live with himin |love and treat himwth

the esteem utnost respect, obedience and humlity
due to himas the nmaster of the house."

Bef ore the 1917 Revol uti on wonmen in Russia had

no political rights whatsoever. They had no right to
vote or be elected either to the bodies of |ocal self-
government, or, much less, to the suprenme bodies

of state power. The tsarist |aw read: tiWnmen are
not eligible for election to the State Duma."

The position of wormen in the outlying areas of

the country with a non-Russi an popul ati on was par -
ticularly difiicult. Lenin said that before the Social -
i st Revolution the women of the East were the nost
oppressed of the oppressed and the nostensl aved of
the ensl aved. |ndeed, they Were nothing nore than

sl aves. Woneni s subordi nate position was al so evid-
ent in the sphere of ownership relations and inheri-
tance rights. The eastern wonman was in effect de-
prived oi the right to inherit property. She was al so
deprived of the nost elenentary legal rights and was
conpletely divorced fromsocial life. For instance,
evi dence given in court by two fenal e w tnesses
carried as much wei ght as that given by one man

It is difficult today to imagine that all this is
true: the sealed-off half of the courtyard set aside



only for wonen, the Inarrying-off of girls 10-12
years old, and the bitter lot of the third or fourth
2-2579 9



wife of a rich hey. Before the Socialist. Ilevolutitm
only an average of 40.3 per cent of nen could read
and wite, while the proportion of literate wonen
was a nere 16.6 per cent. As for the wonen 01’ the
East, practically all of themwere illiterate.

Al'l these problens confronted the working class

and its Party. Their solution had to be sought in
the common interests of working nen and wonen

both of whom had no rights and both of whom were
subjected to nmerciless exploitation. This is why at
the dawn of the revolutionary novenent Lenin in-

si sted on engagi ng worki ng worren in revol ution-

ary activity and drawing theminto the politica
struggle. 1’

How was revol utionary agitation conducted anong
women back in tsarist tines?

In the first place, this wasdone through thedis-
tribution of political leaflets and procl amations ad-
dressed directly to working wonen. In 1895, Lenin
wote a nessage To the Wirking Man and Wonren

of the Thornton Factory. Also at that period, the
Bol shevi ks issued the leaflets TO the |’ Vor/cing
Worren of the Lafcrm Factory and To Al Wnen
Cigarette Vendors of St. Petersburg. These were,

in fact, the lirst instances of social-denocratic lite-
rature for wonen. In a very sinple |anguage, and
usi ng exanples fromthe |lives of wonmen-workers,
these leaflets taught themhow to tell enem es from
friends, showed the road to a better life, and cal -

| ed upon themto unite with the working nen. One
such leaflet read: uWrking wonen, light for better
life. Take joint action in the struggle for the cause
of the working class, because your strength lies in
your unity."

In 1901, Nadezhda Il rupskaya,!|Lenin’s w fe and
associ ate, wote a brochure The Worki ng Wnan

whi ch was published in the Leninist newspaper
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lecm In it she wote that only the victory 01" the
Revol ution would free wonmen from exploitation

woul d bring them freedom and equality, and woul d
make househol d chores easier for them However,

she said, this victory would be inpossible w thout
the active participation of working women them

sel ves.

In the years of political reaction that foll owed
.11t First Russian Revol ution, the Bol shevik Party
made the best possible use of all legal neans (in
addition to underground revol utionary work) for the
political education of working wormen. Anobng those
were trade unions, Wrking men’s clubs, cultura

and educational organisations, and eveni ng and
Sunday schools for adults. But the nobst effective
centres for political agitation and propaganda were
clubs. Attached to these clubs were evening schools
and libraries. Lectures were organi sed there and
recreational activities in the evenings were popul ar
Initially, young working wonen felt drawn to the

cl ub because of the chance it ollered of entering an
eveni ng school. But later on, they saw that there
was another side to the clubs activitieshnanely, the
illegal work of the Party. Not |ong afterwards, they
took part in this kind of work too. At first, they
acted as | ook-outs at the entrance to the place
where a cl andestine neeting was being held. Later,
they did nmessenger work, carryingletters and pack-
ages. And still later, such wonen-workers were

used to do liaison work with factories and pl ants.
Wor ki ng worren went to visit their arrested com
rades, posing as their sisters, wives or brides, pas-
sed them noney and |inen, and brought news about



their famlies and about the Party.

From 1912 onwards, the Bol shevi ks started pub-
l[ication in Russia of the Party newspaper Pravda.
The paper nmade an extensive conlribution to the
2" 11



Cel ebration of International Wnenis Day in HHS
which was the lirst time it was observed in Russia.
From January 20 the newspaper ran a specia

col um For working wonen. Pravda carried a list o
subjects that it recomended he di scussed at pub-
lic neetings preceding the celebration of Interna-
tional Wmen's Day. It published letters and itens
sent in by Wirking Winren, as well as articles about
femal e | abour and the Bol shevik Party’s greetings
to worki ng wonen. Pravda received so nany itens
witten by wonen-workers that it could not print
all of them At the same tine, the new revol ution-
ary upsurge in the country made it necessary to

rai se the cl ass consci ousness of working women and
draw nmore and nore of theminto the revol ution-

ary struggle. That was when Lenin decided that it
was necessary to start a special journal for working
women. On March 8, 1914 (International Wnen's

Day) the first issue of the magazi ne Habotnitsa
(VWonman- XVor ker) came out.

| Crupskaya suggested that the mmgazi ne contain

the follow ng sections:

(a) editorial on current politics; (b) the work-

i ng-cl ass novenent and the participation of wonen-
workers in its different sectors; (c) wonmen% work-
ing conditions at factories, in workshops. at the
counter, and in cottage industry; the-comitions of
honme hel ps; ((1) |abour protection for wonen;

(e) chronicle of events of political and working
life; (i) foreign section (the struggle of working
worren abroad); (g) the family and the working
woman.

Krupskaya herseliwote an editorial for the first

i ssue of Rabotnitsa. In it she pointed to the tasks
conmmon for all working wonen and their links with
the proletarian novenent in Russia and all other
countries. ltrupshaya called upon wonen-workers to
12

join forces with the entire working class in the
light to change the existing political system The
editorial concluded with the follow ng words: "Qur
magazine is trying to hel p working women becone
nore socially aware and hel p them organi se. The
magazi ne has no funds. W started out with a hun-
dred roubl es contributed by workers’ publishing
houses. W call wupon all socially and politically
awar e wonen-workers to take part in the work of

our nmgazi ne. Share your experience with socially

| ess advanced wonen-workers, tell them about your
First steps on the road oi struggle, about your suc-
cesses and failures, about your activities in work-
ersl organisations. | Vrite letters and short articles
for our nagazi ne. Please informus about the sub-
jects you like to read about in Rabotnitsa and tel
us about its shortcom ngs."

In 1914 only seven issues of this nagazine were

put out. Qut oi these seven issues, two whole edi-
tions were confiscated by the police. In spite of
"these setbacks, the publication of Rabotnitsa was
an inportant devel opnent. The magazi ne call ed

upon wor ki ng wonen to |ight against tsarism

agai nst all oppressors and Showed them how to carry
out their struggle. That was why wonen-readers

| oved their magazine, valued it, circulated it at fac-
tories, and sent in their |ast kopecks to keep it
goi ng, even at the risk of arrest and inprisonnment.
The Victory of the Socialist Revolution

in Russia in Cctober 1917 and

Changes in the Position of Wnen

The struggle for the enmanci pation of wonen is

one 01" the glorious pages in the history of the Com



a nmuni st Party of the Soviet Union. The Party al ways
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i ncl uded the denmand for the |egal equality of

worren anong the principal provisions of its pro-
granme. a

The lirst programe of the Party was fornul ated

by Lenin and was adopted at its Second Congress

in 1903. At that tine, Ilussia stood on the threshold
01 a denocratic revolution. The progranme outlined
the i mmedi ate tasks of the proletariat-the over-
throw of autecracy and its repl acenent w thadem
ocratic republic-and stipul ated equal politica
rights for men ant wonen, denocratic freedons,

and the ei ght-hour working day. The progranme

read: "To avert the physical and noral extinction

of the working class and to stimulate its activity in
a revol utionary struggle, the Party demands: the
prohi bition oi worenls | abouri ni ndustriesharnfu

to their health; the release 01 wonmen fromwork for
four weeks before and six weeks after giving birth
to achild with all the wages paid; the organisation
of creches for babies at; all factories ant plants
whi ch enpl oy wonen; the rel ease at wonen from

work to hreast-1'eed their babies for at |east half
an hour every three hours; the appointnent; of
women-i nspectnrs in these industries where fenale
 abour is used.”

Al these demands were part 01 the struggle for
denocracy and coul d have been achi eved toget her

with other denocratic transformations in society.
However, none of the denocratic demands of the
Party with regard to the position of wonen had

been realized until after the victory 01 the Sociali st
Revol uti on of 1917.

In Cctober 1917, the G eat COctober Socialist Rev-

el ution was victorious under the | eadership 01’ the
Conmuni st Party which established the rule 01 the
wor ki ng class acting in alliance with the poor peas-
ants. By doing so, the new governnent acted in’
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the interests 01 all working peeple. It; abolished pri-
vate ownership 01" the nmeans 01’ production and re-
placed it with public ownership. It also elininated
all forns of oppression, including the oppression of
women. The next; task was to start building a new
society. It was only in these conditions that the
worren’ s question could be solved in practica

termns.

So what were the first steps that the new Sovi et
state took to emanci pate wonen? The nost inport-

ant condition for ensuring legal equality for nen
and worren was to etiect fundanmental changes in

the econom c sphere. These had a | asting influence
on the econom ¢ position of working wonen.

The workers’ and peasants’ governnment adopted a
nunber 01" decrees ainmed at elimnating the unjust:
soci al status of woman. |In Decenmber 1917, the
government issued a number of historic decrees with
Lenin's signature-On the Dissolution of Marri age,

On Civic Marriage, Children and the Introduction

01" Civil Registration which put an end to the privi-
| eged position of the husband and gave the wife
equal rights to contract and di ssolve narri age, and
elimnated inequality in the social status of chil-
dren born out of wedl ock. The decree On the Wa-

ges and Sal aries 01' Wrkers and O fice Enpl oyees
(September 1918) established equal pay for equa
work for all nen and woren. This rul ed out any

di scrim nation agai nst wonen. The decree On the
Introduction 01" the Eight-11lonr Wrking Day (Cc-
teher 1917) established an equal eight-hour work-
ing day for all working people. The decree put a
ceiling on overtine and night shifts for wonen.



The Sovi et state assumed responsibility for the
nmedi cal care of nothers and new hern babies. The
Sovi et governments decree On Insurance in Case

of Illness (Decenber 1917) entitled pregnant wom
15



en to special |eave and pay. '|’hedecree On Mt her-
cuul -Chi hl Care (January 1918) set out a whole
programre for reorganising all maternity and chil d-
care institutions.

On the very first day 01 the Revolution. the

Sovi et government proclained political equality be-
tween all working nen and woren. This was reflect-
ed in the decree On the Formation of the Wbrk-

ers’ and Peasants’ CGovernnent (October1917), and

in the Declaration of the Rights of the Telling and
Expl oi ted Peopl e (January 1918). The question of
equality for wonen was further devel oped in the
first Soviet Constitution adopted at the Fifth All-
Bussi a Congress of Soviets on July 10, 1918. The
Constitution laid the | egal basis for these rights by
proclaimng in Article 22 equality for all citizens
of the Soviet Republic regardl ess of sex, race and
nationality. It also guaranteed in Article 64 equa
rights for men and wonmen to el ect and be el ected

to bodies of power.

Allowi ng for the specific features of the way of
life of the Oriental peoples, the Soviet governnent
adopt ed, al ongsi de general |aws, additional |aws
aimed at enmanci pating the wonmen of the Sovi et

East. For example, on July 14, 1921, the Centra
Executive Committee of the Soviets ol’ the Turkes-
tan Aut ononmous Sovi et Soci alist Republic adopted

a decree abolishing the payment of hride-nbncy and
raising the eligible age for narriage.

Commenting on these lirst |aws and decrees of

the Soviet governnent with regard to equality of
men and wonen, Lenin said: "Soviet power has im

pl ement cd denocracy to a greater degree than any

of the other, npbst advanced countries because it has
not left inits laws any trace of the inequality of
women. .. In the sphere of |egislation, however, we
have done everything required of us to put wonen
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in a posilinn of equality and W huVe every right to
he proud of it."

Thi s does not nean, however, that lull equality

for wonen was established right after the victory
of the Revolution. In 1919, Lenin pointed out that
al t hough the position of wormen in Soviet Russia

was perfect fromthe point of view of the nbst ad-
vanced nations at the tine, the laws passed in this
country were only the first step and did only part
of the job. The conpl ete emanci pati on of wonen

is closely linked with the participation of wonen
thenselves in the building of a new society. This
call ed for devel opi ng soci al production and teach-

i ng wonen how to use the |laws. Wnen al so had

to inprove their industrial skills and elimnate il-
literacy in their nmidst. It. was also necessary to
overcone the established custons and views with
regard to womren.

Thus, after the Revolution the people of this
country enbarked upon the building of a new so-
ciety. Anpong the manyi xnportantsocial problens to

be sol ved was al so the one concerning the position
of women. The general progranme for socialist re-
constructi on adopted at the Ei ghth Congress of the
Conmuni st Party in 1919 provided for the estab-
lishment of full political and | egal equality for wom
en and nen. The programme al so provided for
engagi ng wonen in social production and the pub-
lic, political and cultural life of society, setting up
a hrom network of pre-school child-care establish-
ments, devel opi ng comunity centres, renodelling
the entire system of domestic work, and overcom

i ng outdated reactionary views concerning the role



pl ayed by wonen in society and in the famly.
To solve all these tasks, special departnents were
set up at Party commttees for work anong women.

3-2570 17



It should he pointed nut that in the early years

of Soviet power there were great difficulties in-
vol ved in solving the problemof the position 01
wonen in Russia.

The Civil War and military intervention against

the young Sovi et Republic by fourteen nations
weakened its econony. Hundreds of industrial en-
terprises lay in ruins. There was an acute shortage
of fuel and raw materials. The situation in agri-
culture was extrenely serious, and this was at a
time when the rural areas accounted (according to
the figures for 1920) for 85 per cent of the coun-
try's population. It nust also be bornein m nd that
peasant wonen were | ess experienced in the class
struggle, with Weaker revolutionary traditions and
a lower cultural standard than wonen living in cit-
i es and t owns.

The new society was being built in Soviet Rus-

sia ami dst an acute class struggle which the exploit-
er classes had forced upon the people. These cl as-
ses hoped that they woul d eventual |y achi eve the
restoration of the old regime. They were supported
in their aimby the bourgeoisie in other countries.
Taki ng advantage of the insufficient social aware-
ness and political illiteracy of some working wonen,
the counter-revolutionaries sought to win these
worren over to their side.

The nul tinational nmake-up of Russia posed an-

ot her very serious problem Sone of the peoples had
al ready gone through the capitalist stage of devel -
opnent even before the Revol ution, while others
were still at the stage of disintegration of primtive
society, and still others lived in feudal conditions.
The | ast group included the peoples of Central Asia,
Kazakhstan and Transcaucasia. |In the m d-19205,
their total population was about 30 million, or 20
per cent of the popul ation of the Soviet Republic.
18

These areas were poorly industrialised and the

wor ki ng class there was still very small nuneric-
ally. Most of the working people here were peas-
ants and artisans who were largely illiterate. The

| eudal - patriarchal way of life, the general social and
econom ¢ backwar dness and the extrenely degrad-

ing position of wonen prevented themfromrealiz-
ing the significance of all that was new and pro-
gressive in the Socialist Revolution. This is why
many sol them (lid not have enough strength to

make a clean break with the past. In addition to
that, the national bourgeoisie, |ocal bands of coun-
ter-revolutionaries, and .the reactionary clergy en-
joyed the support of the inperialists and put up
overt and covert resistance to the newy established
governnent by the people.

The First All-Russia Congress of

Worren- Wor ker s and Winen- Peasani s.

The Setting-up _of Winen’ s Departnents

After the victory of the Socialist Revolution, the
Party was faced with the task of organi sing woren

as apolitical and econonic force. It was necessary
to hel p them overcone their social backwardness

and enable themto raise the level of their politica
activity, to draw theminto the job of building a
new soci ety and defending it agai nst counter-revo-
lutionariesi The First All-Russia Congress of VWom
en-Wrkers, called on Lenin's initiative, was to
deal with all these crucial problens. The Congress
was held in Mdscow between Novenber 16 and 21

1918; ,That was a difficult time for the Soviet Re-
public. The Civil War was at its height, the coun-
try was encircled by the eneny, transportati on was



in disarray, and: ioodstecks were |ow The Commu-
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nist Party regarded the First Allsltussia Congress of
Worren- Wor kers as an event of trenendous politi-

cal significance

The Congress Was preceded by a great deal of ex-
haustive preparatory work. The Central Commttee

of the Party set up a special bureau which was res-
ponsi ble for this work. The bureau was nade up of
twenty-ene wonen-activists. Al of them were expe-
ri enced revol utionaries and | eaders of the women' s
noverment. The bureau, which was nade up of three
conmi ssi ons-an organi sational commssion, alite-
rary commi ssion and an econom ¢ conmi ssi on-

was to conplete its preparatory Wrk and then con-
vene the Congress within a nonth's tine.

At the First neeting of this bureau, on October 14,
1918, its nenbers decided to send political agitators
to arrange for the election of delegates to the Con-
gress. These political agitators called neetings of
. women-wor kers and peasants. They made speeches
and introduced wonen to the tasks to be carried out
at the com ng Congress and hel pedt hem el ect del e-

gat es.

Quotas of representati on were set: an organi sation
with up to 200 wonren was to send One del egate, of
up to 800-two del egates, and nore than 1, 000-

three del egat es.

The preparation for the Congress and the el ection
of women-del egates stinulated the political aware-
ness and cl ass consci ousness of womnen-workers and
peasants.

The enornous anount of attention which the

wor ki ng worren in the country gave to the Congress
can be illustrated by the fact that, instead of 500
del egates as earlier expected, a total of 1,147 wonen
had cone fromall over the country: representatives
of women-workers at factories ancl plants, and of
20

worren- peasanl s. Those anong the wonen who served
inthe lied Army sent their representatives too.
The del egates to the Congress heard and di scus-

sed the reports "The Communi st Party and the
Wor ki ng Wman", uThe Cctober Revol ution and

Wman", uThe Tasks for Wenen-Wrkers in Soviet

Russia", "The Fam |y and the Conmuni st State",

"The Worki ng Woman and the Front-Line", "The
Problens Relating to Social Security", "The Tasks
of Socialist Education", "The XVorld Revol ution and

the Working Woman", W' he Church and the

State", uwirking Wiman at Hone and in the Na-

tional Econony", and some other reports. This is
what was said in the report "The October Revol ution
and Woman": UThe main task is to succeed in de-
fending the gains of the Revolution. This task can be
acconpl i shed by the common eliorts of the entire
wor ki ng class. That is why the working wonan

must beconme a revolutionary lighter and take part

in every aspect of this struggle. The second task
confronti ng wonen-workers is that of building a

new soci alist society. And the third task is to
strengthen the bonds of internationalismand prole-
tarian solidarity of the working people of all coun-
tries.”

The report "The Fam |y and the Communi st

State" called upon the wenen-del egates to set up a
network of public services facilities-canteens, kin-
dergarteus and nurseries-which could hel p wonmen
hecorme equal buil ders of a new society. The report
"The Tasks of Socialist Education" gave a great

deal of attention to the advantages of the public up-
bringi ng and educati on of children

O special political inportance at the Congress was



Lenin’ s speech which assumed the form of amaj or

pol i cy- maki ng docunent. He said that the best way
to achieve the conpl ete emanci pati on of wonen was
21



by building a socialist society. Lenin pointed" out
that "one of the primary tasks of the Soviet Repub-
lic is to abolish all restrictions on wonmen’s rights".
In that speech Lenin called for pronpting the self-
reliance of working wonen, for their political edu-
cation, for engaging themin the building of a new
soci ety, for achieving a close unity of the Wrking
people in town and country.

The First All-Russia Congress of Wnen-Wrk

ers adopted a nunber of inportant decisions. Fer
exanple, its resolution on. the report "The Tasks
for Wonen-Wrkers in Soviet Russia" read in part:
"Wonen- wor kers have no tasks coneerni ng wonen

only: their tasks are no different fromthe genera
tasks of tho proletariat, because the conditions for
the emanci pation of the working wonen are the

sanme as the conditions for the enmancipation of the
proletariat as a whole. The main task for wonen-
workers is to be actively involved in all aspects of
the revolutionary struggle both at the front and in
the rear.” The resolution on the report "XVorking
Wrman at Hone and in thehNational Econony"

cal l ed upon wonen to work actively for the setting-
up of public catering facilities, laundries, Wrk
shops, artels for naking garnments, for washing
linen and cleaning flats, etc. The resolution "On
the Organi sational Question" enphasised the need

to set up special bodies attached to Party commt-
tees to conduct propaganda and political agitation
among wonmen. The text of the resolution read in
part: "Their | esser political awareness and the spe-
cial position they hold in society and in production
make it inperative to step up political agitation
and propaganda anong wonen." To acconplish this
task,’ the First’ All-Russia Congress of W nen-
Workers proposed that the Central Commitce of the
Conmuni st Party set up a special commission for
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propaganda and political agitation anbng wonen,
functioning under the aegis of the Central Commt-
tee, to serve as a vehicle for carrying out the reso-
[ution. e

Sinmlar comm ssions were to be set up at loca

Party organi sations. Moreover, the Congress pointed
out that the-mmin goal of the entire political agita-
tion and propaganda work of the Party anobng

worren was to draw wor ki ng wonen into practical

task of building a socialist society. The First All-
Russi a Congress of Wnen-Wrkers gave a start to
the practical emancipation of working wonen and
opened the way for their participation in the strug-
gle for a new life.

After the Congress, the Central Commttee of the
Party circulated a letter anong Party organi sations
instructing themto set up conmi ssions for propa-
ganda and political agitation anong wonen. The
letter read: "All we have to do _nowis to pronote
the decisions of the Congress, to create under the
aegis of the Party-both on a central and | oca

| evcl wan apparatus (conmm ssions for propaganda

and agitation anong wonen) with the help of

whi ch our Party could awaken the political aware-
ness of the nore backward el ements anong wor k-

ing wonen." T’

The conmi ssions for propaganda and politica
agitation anong wonmen conducted mainly politica

i nstruction and general education: they organised
worren’ s neetings and rallies, set up circles of po-
litical agitators and propagandi sts, and circul ated
hooks and newspapers anong wonen-wor kers and
peasants. Taking into consideration the | ow | evel ef



literacy anong women, they organi sed collective
readi ngs of newspapers and mmgazi nes, set up
school s for working wonen at factories and plants
and drew the nore politically aware worki ng wonen
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into practical work at various departments in Sov-
iets, trade unions and cooperative societies.
Because of the changes in the organisationa
structure of Party comittees, these comm ssions
were rather short-lived and were soon transl onnei
into wonen’s conmittees operating under |oca

Party organi sations. The committees were divided
into sections, each in charge of a particul ar task.
This is why the comm ssions for propaganda and
political agitation anong wonen were turned into
separate departnments of Party commttees for work
anong wonen (zhenol zl cl s).

The Revolution was in its second year when the
Central Committee of the Party adopted (in Sep-
tember 1919) a special decision uOn Wrk Anong
Woren- Prol etari ans". This decision read: UThe
Central Committee of the Party reaffirned the im
portance of, and the need for, work among wonen-
prol etarians and makes it binding upon all Party
conmittees to set up departments for work exclus-
ively among women. "

Gradual |y, over a period of six nmonths, the zhen-
otdels were set up at all Party conmittees, both
centrally and locally. Mreover, the Party commt-
tee appointed one of its nmenbers the head of the
zhenotdel to be responsible for its organisation. The
lirst zhenotdel was set up at the Central Cormittee
of the Party. It was nmade up of three subdivisions:
one for organisation and instruction, one for polit-
ical agitation and propaganda and one for the press.
Then there was al so a special board which consi st -
ed of the head of the zhenotdel, who was a nenber

of the Central Conmttee of the Party, three subdi-
vision chiefs and a secretary. Al questions of a
general and principled character wave to he deci ded
at a plenary session. Such plenary sessions were
attended by senior ollicials who naintained |inks
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wilh :lu lmdulu, ruln-l1-snnlnlivus ol’ z/nuuldcls in
hit: (tilivs :Im spolursmun Inr UIIU’ ilvluu |lnonts of
lhe (lonlrnl Urmmilluu ol’ the Party.

The urgnnisnlinn ulul instruction subdivision was
to advise louul :1muldcls on questions ol ngitalion
wm | ; sunning xvonm, nmnluin contact with tho

h-m ing bodies or |rmhr unions and ot her organisa-
lions on those quoslions, cull nnolings auul Confer-
("ncus ul Thu slul’l ol’ z/zcnoldcls, (lrul’t decisions of
tho orguiiisnlinmm human and the Secretariat of the
(Jl-nlrul Cunmilleo with regard to | hese questi ons,
hum h: problens relating to personnel, and sum up
[11t” oxpmiimcu ol’ the organisational work of tho
el (/.

"I"lw ngitailinn unm propaganda subdivi sion drew

up ilirvolivos :Il1ltl wote special reading aids for
(:onl’vn-ntvs ol’ xvonon- (Il ul ognl hs (of which nore
will hu Sillll I'muw, Wrnmen s clubs and circles of

ImMilimM mMuonlion. Il. ilin-(zloll preparatory autl |’ U
" n-shm work nnmmg wonen, HntlSO'm articles on

tho wonen’s problemin the press, and sunmed up

I hv. oxpnriunco of propaganda and political agitat-

[inn uniting wonen-workors and peasants.

The press subdivision issued literature for algilu-

lion work among wonen, directed the work ol ’ | ocu

wmunl s I nnguzi mm mul hcl puil themwilc articles

[111" the press. t

In :uhlilion to the three sululivisions ol the

22710 1uwl(/(.’1 ol” the Central Conmittee of the Party,
there was : 1 special sector for agitati on work anmpng

the wonen of | hc East. ’

IIw ZfH It of tho Putty Central C(mmill oo
ulso GIlI'I"tlI"tl on extensive work in the inlvrnutinm



communi st wmun’s nmovenent. The | eaders of the
zlicnuldcl ol Ihe Conlrnl Cmmltee were at the
some limu nnmnrs ol the Inlci’'nzltimal Wnonls
1: 91-2579 23



Sucrul .:121"i:1l1. of tho. (hmmmirzl. Inlurnnlitml, which
[ " uncLi unud from 191% Lo 1043.

The z/tcnuldel 01’ the Party Canral Cmmmi LLcc

21m | hc zhcnoul cl s Of 100:1! ParLy bodi es enjoyud
121111111 51.1121115 wiLh 11H ul her divisions 11f qu’' Ly com
mLLccs. '|I"hu zlznrultlcl k (11101-211111! in the gountry
from’JEHE) |.() 193150 until |hcy hm achieved Lhu pur-
pose for which Lhoy hurl been scL up

One specilic |’ ean-c Of the zhcrm dcl x was Lho

way i n which they u(nnhinod agitation and prom

ganda work wi Lh practical experience of draw ng
woncn- m’ kurs and peasants mm 1111,- 1111in nulivi-
Lies of local. bodies of power. Thatwns (10111; with 1.111
hel p nl’ public organisations czl1ll h:1l |l mcunfcrcnccs
Of wonwwdel cgatcs. Such (zonl’crcncus wen, - hehl aL
zhcnutdcls, 11L the prinmary PurlLy organi sations of

i ndustrial enterprises, in villugus mul 21L | oca

Pm Ly conmittees. The wmm dul ugnl us wen:

uluchl 1. nmulings ()’ whul: 11-1v1irkcr5, pun-

snan 11nd housew ves for :1 period ()I . |'um

month in cilLius 11m for :1 period 01' six 111011l hs in
Lhc cuunl ryshlu. Wonen who hmli hucn chtctcd 0llcc

wurc 110L Lo hu'olched I'mi 111111l her (mm The size

of such c011furuncus was 1101. Lu uxccml 70 persons.
The conferences or lvmun-1vorlurrs Wil'u huld, :15 :1
11111:, twice :1 nmmlh, and those of wunum| nusu"Ls,
Ollcc :1 nonth.

Any (1f the wunctn-dul cgutus (zuuhl 111: repl aced at

the (hunznmd (1f the conference il’ |hcy (1111 not al.-
tend it and if they did not do the job assigned to

t hem

The conferences |’ uncLinnm in accordance wilh :1
programre worked oulL hy | hc zl mul dcl Of the

Party Central Comm LLcc. This prugrmmnm i ncl uded
reporLs not only on various political subjects but

also on the pracLicnl 1lcLiviLy (11" |ocal bodi esMow
cl, of nmule unions 11m cooperative sociclLics. Such
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nu-ul jngs were usually quite storny especially when
fam ne, econom c dislocation and' | hu plight of chil-
1lr1l’'n wurn being di scussed.

The social :1lva practical work oi the wonen-

11 1: ugr1Lcs was very cxlcnsivec. The nobst serious of

all was Lhuir work :15 su-cullctl probationers. Buck

in WII, lhu Suviul. gmurnmunl. adopted :1 110011211
whunmhy pruhnlionnl work was 10 he introduced as

:1 mul luul of drawing wonen into the joh of build-

ing | vhe Soviet stale. Under Lhisducrcc wonen-del eg-
ulus were sonL | o Soviets, trade uni ons and cooper-

; 1Livus 101" :1 I’cw nmonl hs so Lhul. they could see 11L
I’ n-sL hand how Lhcse insLiLuLi ons operated. In this
way Lhuy | earned in practice 110w to run the af-

fairs 01' L110 state.

This probationnl work at, for exanple, the Soviets
began with Ichurcs 21110111. the principles of state-
hni hling, |hc Structure of the Soviets 21m Lhc oper-
:1lim nl’ their different (lcpmannls. In nobst cases
wmmcn- prrhnl i onel s ware uLLachud LO deparuncnl s

11L Sovi ets when: the work could be done nore

readi |y by wonen, such as the departnents of

Snoi nl security, public education, |abour protection
public 1111:1th service, food supply, and public in-
speation 21L factories and plunls. These departnents
assigned instructors for work mm the probation-

ers. 'I'hc probationers also did :1 course in politica
science. llereis :1 lisl. Of polillicul lectures and talks
Lhuy allem ed: "An IntroducLory Talk On the

[lislmy ul’ Mnkind", HPhc SLruggle of hVomen

for "I’ heir R ghts", "The Constitution of the Soviet
Sinlc", Mdm Family and the State", and so on

A, Lhe end 01' the Liraining course at these con-



[ "urunct-s, wmuu hzul accumul ul etl enough expur-
iunrn for work 21L Soviets, nule unions 111111 cooper-
1 ix’n S(O)(CCi (!l .iub5. Miny ul’ Lhomjoined | he Pnrly
m LIN:. YiTmg Cunmmi x|l . League. Every year, nore

/1 1 27



untl mun: trumps ul’ wmn (lit! .-1 (:mrst- 111" 1mn-
ing :11. lhc cnnl’t'rnttztss’. In Ihis wy IVIH Purl)! nr-
rgzlnisutl 11m lung’ hL wul nun 11m 1h’ 1:w Lhuminlu

he building of :1 newlife. -

()1 special significance was | hu Wrk (11 | hu slum

nftlcls :mmg Il11t: woman ()1’ Lhu Snvit’'l. HEISL. Z/nmu-
ultlcls cnlt-rgtrtl lIhtet’c sumuwhnl. 11111-1" Hunt in 1111-,
cunlm rvgiuns 01’ Russia. 111 H120, :lurlnmttlr/x mru

5% up in Baku 11m ’1’:1shltinml, 11m in H131 in'l’ hil-

isi. AL the 111111 ()1. 11121), Lhurt: were 45 z/Lcnnl zl cl x
in’'l"ttl" kestun, with 25,001) wmun (including 113, 000
Musl i m wonren) involved in their :1CLivilius.

XVor k among the wonman ol’ the 1311151, was nu

vusy, htll. iL was very t't-wnt’tliug. 1" ht: choicu 111’
10111118 untl 111(2l.hms ()1’ work was math: hy | huzhum
01(16/5, (lcpvntling on local ttuntlilinns :1m letiihtt

| " vuLurus. As :1 rule, they begun their warlt wilh
inlct’viuns and 1:1l1ts wilh wmtsn.

In outlying areas the work crmuluclm hy z/lcnul -

7/01.? was 1101. only tlil’ hcull, huL also 1l nnqur1ns.
Cnunl cr-t’tzvol uLinnnry clemsnls closely |’ ull mutl
[11O zlcLivil.y 01' wontn-nrguniscrs 11m sought lo
["t'nstrnLu il, in mtny vuy. 'I’ husuhl’uvenm (2( (liti
m wmun W' 1't! ol lun humliult tl, illSIITTIt tl tIlltl
(:vt'1l kiHmM. 19011 Lhis 1'13115011 .Il.hu 11:12:11 Pul’
isztlinn (:13 was the ("use in Lhc Hukhul "u Ht’Ith-

ho) had the 11)::11 puuplds mlitia ncumpuuy and

protect |.hn wonl mnctivisls.

Political wutrk among wmrn wns purlicnhu'ly

intensive :11 the Linp of the preparation hn- | hc

First AH Russitt Congress ol’ the XVontmnl’ |hu

liztsl, which was 10 he held in 11108130117 in .l unv
11131. Thu (112121111211 Cmmilcuol’ Lht:l): 2112 lyltit’ 1zl II:1l.-
H :1 h-Ilur in which iL slrt’ssutl LhuL I.hu (Imgrcss

wnuhl hu ol’ "Lhc 111111051. innortztncc |'rm |.h(: point

ytn’ gnh-

of vimv ()1’ pnlilicnl tlgiLnlitH hut’ nusuilwuuhlslim
[1Tillt! Ihu sulf-znvut’unvss nl’ Mislimwmn um
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1918-1920. Working wonen at a munitions plant during the
Gvil War

4

.415 " 1

" 1%

1919, Wonen sowing linen for the soldiers of the Red Arny



The first woman cosnpnaut, Val entina Tereshkova

5 1me Ilu- wurking mun 1111l wnrking wruun nl’ |Ins
wmu Wil T 1L Tlu- truly Iilm uling Mu nl’ Iln- Hus-
sinn Huvululinu I"ur uvvn LIN: 111 UHL oppressed :llu
snzinlly backward I11ilSSUS nl’' puuplc as are the

Wmn of HM linsl."
"1"lu- prupzll’uliun I'm Ilu Viral. AHRIISH zI Cun-

wWt-SHnl" [1lu Wdlun ul’ LIw C 1HLnssuanl wi | | vpl ' np-
urtinus. Nunwms nuu-lings, mul’t-rmws um cun-
grvssus at all levels wru hvlitl 1.0 oluct (Iclcgalcs.

The very Man that :I woman CUIMgO |10 :1 COM
["crvncc m a regional (tnngl’'css was conpletely new

["m | hu wunu-n of Line. 164m . and il. rzulicully changed

Hu-ir sucinl awareness. Many wunmm cl nguLcs wore
lunving Iluuir ImMivu village 01" their nomadi c canp
for IIlmlI'Irsl. limu (ever. Sunp Of | hmm SOL out on
[ mrm | nuzk, canels, m (I(nkuys, and others on

11m .

"1 1u: wmuu-(lulcgzllus came I n Moscow in groups
and singly ()Itl um young, smut: of themwth
l[ittle buhius inllwir :n ns. Significantly, many
wmen wru u'mdnlnmim hy Uuir | nslnuuls who

were issum gnusl. liukuls and Wnn lilum |y 100k 11
bunk soul I’rmu I'lmir wivus in Hue hall when: they
suL (NIL pnliu-nlJy nH HM noulings, &’ 011(101.1119,
w luL Hw 521w and Immitl. 1’11 u wmcn-del ugzll as
were reoceivvd with great | muurs. 'I’lu: |eaders Of
the Republics cnnmu uslintinlly Lu Illc Cungruss, in-
lurrupLing Illcir inmpmlunl. affairs Of slate, and ad-

dressed Lhe wonmm-dcl cgates. Some of | hum read

nut messages of greeting and others, gnvcrnntnt

npm Ls. During intervals beLwcun sussions, lhcy
Lulked will: I'I'm(lulegnlcs.

The First. "1’ urrilLorial Cungruss nl’ Hm Vanunw

"I urkuslun mul: place in ’'Vaslnkunl. in May 1920. |
was addressed by Mkhail Frunzu, u nnmminr nl’ Illu
CunLl’nl Cmnillcu of the Party and Crmnum crnl

[ hc "I urlu-slun Fruul, who spoke nlnul, Um our-
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rent situation in the cnunlry. He called upon the
wmen-(lelegales In jein in the nalieunwnhle ellerl. lie
el i mnate econom c dislocation and I mhl a new am
better life.

The First Congress of the Wonen of Azerbaijan
opened in laku m February S, 1921. Il. was al so
attended by the | eaders el the Party and guvern-
men! of the Azerbaijan |lepnhlie. in a nele sent

to the presiding crmmiltee (ii the Cuugress. the
wemun- || el egates wete: "W Mislimwonen how

that the Congress will ban the practice (if marry-
ing ()Il girls of 9-12 years of age when they are
just beginning tu mature."

Del egates | o the Congress declared that they re-
garded Sovi et power as their protector and took a

pl edge to tlelend the Revolution to the end. The
Congress adopted the textnl’ a nessage to all wonen
of the East and sent a letter to Lenin. '|’'he del eg-
ates who were elected to the All-I1lussia Congress of
the | Veunen of the East were presented with a

vel vet red banner to be passed en t0 the Russian
wmen-wnr kers. The banner had these wards em
ilil"tlltlitfi’lld in gold: "lh' eletarians 01' all countries,
unite! | Vormen-wnrliers of Red Russia, we have.

taken the read you have shown us. And there is

no force in existence that could make us SWerve
fromit!”

Werrexfs neetings, congresses and conferences

which were hold all over the country-in every reg-
ion and republic-discussetl spce'ilirally |ocal ques-
tions too. The underlying common feature of al

these neetings was a desire to tell the wonen (if
um East about their rights, awaken ’in themfeel-
"r’-ivie responsibility and dignity and cal

w. , Jill in the- building of a new life.

0 3% rst frank and open cmaersatien on

o :twwn the Cmmmnist lIlarty and a

| arge audi ence el weneu fromthe Soviet |'iast. Antl,
in spitem the tact that the All-Ilussia Congress
of the Wonen of the East (lid not take place in
Moscow in 'Ilel because of |UOLlI shortages (severe
erep failure), the trenendous agitation anml propa-
ganda work carried out by the Party in preparation

for il was highly suecesslul. On their return home,
the delegates to the | ocal congresses popul ari sed
Lenin's ideas, |’'eught fer Soviet rule and for the

emanci pati on of wonen.

ignorant til the |’ aet |hat the congress in Mesenw
[1iltl heen pestpnnerl, many of the delegates (78 in
all)---U/.l)e,h, "I ajik, Ilirghiz and '|’ urknmen wenen
-met in ' Jlashkent early in June 11921. In orrler
nut. to (lisappeint themthe zlwnotdcl oi the Centra
Cmmitee ()I' the Party invited themto Myscow

as guests. That was the lirst time a |large group of
-1 "url (estan munch had visited the capital of the
Soviet state. 'I’here they net their hosts, the work-
ing wmen el’ Mscow, and tool: part, in the pre-
ceetlings oi the Seceml International Cenlereuee Of
Whruen- (I munmi sl's. The greatest event of all for

the WWITUt-tlUUngLUS was their meeting with Lenin.
One of them was Sal emat Dzhahhengi rova who

wete: uWe were weeping |’ rem happi ness and

pl edged that. we would forever be loyal to Lenin' s
hehesl s. "

In Septenber 1920, :1 Congress of the Peoples

of the East was held in Baku. For the first time in
hi story, women tool: part in a public function of
this sort al ongside nmen. The Congress was attend-

ed by about two thousand representatives of not

only the Soviet republics but also at many foreign
countries-Al ' ghani stan, Egypt, Imia, China, Kor-



ea, Persia, Turkey, Japan and others. Filty-flve
worren del egates attended, three of whom were
elected te the presiding comittee.
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AH'' I Thu (I nugrvss, :1 nn-mhnr nlt [lu- (Cwntrnl (I nm
mtli-i’ nt the All-Hussiu ()nmmnisl, Purly, Yelena

Sl nsnvu, nmet aunt lulkm wilh Ht’ xrnnum (I nl eguLes.
Slusmiu gun- il hrii-li :lecnnlm nt [lu- histnry nl’ the
wnnunl's [11In t 111111 - in the West, in tnxsiu and in

NW Snriul Bust, :uul Inhl themuhnnl HH :mivities

nl. The Huh" :l1u lLulth’I. 1" hi-y nlsn hi-nnl thv wmen
whn hm cnnc tn | hn Chngress |’ rnm H nmm, Ast -

rukhun, nghi-slun um "1’ nl’ kvslun. As :1 result nt.

this exchange nl’ views, they cane In |tw ennzhl -

sinn that. nQ lulinn :unnnp; the wanwn nl’ | he EU sl;

shnnhl hvgiu with [ hu nrgnnisntinn nl’ humicrults

2117 lec-1s. 1" his wnuhl eunhh- Iln-mlin he ecnnnmcnlly

i mMmepnmh-nl. nm make it pnssihh- In curry nn edu-

culinim Wairk mmnng them ()ue nl’ tlu- hrsl. [|hings

In he (Innul’'nr MuslimWJIIHII was In set up :i cut-
[.ur:lt centre, which wahuhl mrx’v us :1 rvvnlnlinn-

) (tlh-nll’nonli pnlitim i-ilnunlinn. In this mx lturty
cluilnlinn hi-gnn In his ("zu' rim nut :unnnp; Ht" WH HUH
nl’ 1lu- liusl. "1I"his |'’nrmnl’ :lgilulinn was snnn to

he mtnplm in NH rvpuhlics :Im ri-ginns (if the

Cnnnlry.

Different Forns of Work Among Wonen

Inllwltl”Sl. I"nwyears :lrlt’l’ I hn I h-Ynlulinn the
[mhlic uclivily nt’ xvnnu-n was ih-u-Inlwil in :1 nr-

it-lv nl’ ways. 'I'In-sv different. types nt’ :u' lix ily (:nuh
hn (Hvitltfll inln lhri’v lqu-ng grnups :Imn’iling to
their I1illlll"l" nnt Ihe (h-grvn nl’ influence they had

I WIITH L.

"lv lirst grnnp nl’ wugilutinn :Hul | H nlmauul n nu-1I h-
ittt Il puhliu Imc-lings, tlissminulinn M

x "8 well as excursions, sn-(znllw working

N

5% Q the evh-hnmlinn nl’ the Internntinnnl

h -le.

At these public neetings different problens of

i nternational and donestic life were discussed. At
the meetings of peasant wonen the participants

di scussed their standards of living, heard about
the lite of workers in cities and about the activities
of local authorities. Many public neetings were de-
voted to the life of working wonmen themnsel ves.
These often took the formof |ectures on subjects
suueh as 'tWimren and Soviet Rule", t’Wat Sovi et
Rul e Has G ven Wirki ng Winen", "XVonelfs Rol e

in the Building of a New Life", and so on. Such
neetings were very often addressed by prom nent
state figures, leading Party functionaries and oili-
cials from zhenot del s.

In those first years after the Revolution, the
Conmuni st Party and the Soviet state exercised
their inHuence on the m nds of wonen al so through
the distribution and circul ation of leaflets. Such
| eaf l ets were issued on the occasion of the March
the Eighth holiday, in connection with the elections
to local and central Soviets, the el ection of women
to the conferences 01’ wumen-del egates, and the hol d-
i ng of notheraud-child protection weeks. The is-
sue of leaflets was al so pronpted by the changi ng
situation at the trontline of the Cvil War.

Anot her popul ar formof activity anmobng wonen

in those years was excursions undertakenbywom
en-workers to other cities and factories, to child-
care centres and nuseuns. Such excursions broad-
ened the cultural and political horizons of working
worren, enabled themto exchange their profes-

si onal experience and their experience as voluntary
soci al workers, and fostered in themfeelings of
cnlleclivism

In rural areas a popular form of propaganda

was tal ks with peasant wonen right in their



hones, at village libraries (called Readerst Huts),
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i11 recl’ eati011-allll-readi ng roons (known as Red
Corners) and in conununes.

Anot her 101111 01 political agitation anmobng peas-

ant worren was llorse-1lrawll vans carrying agita-

tion literature, posters 111111 granppheues. 111 these
vans agitators tolll' ell- villages, organising public
nmeetings, talks, even theatrical 1lel'iol' 1l1lances. They
al so often helped the famlies 01 RO11 Arnynen

wi th farm work.

Wor ki ng Worren’ s Days were yet another form

of work anong wonen. These were held once a

nont h when the entire organi sational and politica
agitation personnel of cities and towns went to iac-
tories and plants which enpl oyed predom nantly

worren. On the very shop 11001 (in the intervals

bet ween shifts) they held tal ks with wonen. gave
them |l ectures and reports in the RO11 Corners and

in the canteens and organi sed 111111110 neeti ngs.
Later, simlar iDays" W10 held for peasant wonen
nostly at |ocal Readers’ 1111ts

An i111p0Ol1ltallt 101111 01 work the idea of which

was to make wonmen nore active socially, was the

organi sati on and hol di ng of International Wnen's

Day cel ebrations 011 March 8. Every year, at the

time of preparation for this holiday, the Centra
Conmittee 01 the' Party circulated letters, in which

it stxessed the significance of the holiday and of -
fered advice on the best way to observe it.

Evely holiday was 110111 111111el certain careiully
sel ected slogans to suit the occasion. Wen the

Cvil War was at its height, the slogan of the day
was "Strengthen the flont and 101101 t he onsl aught

of the bourgeoisie!" Alter the war the slogan was
11111 worki ng people must pool their eiierts t0 reha-
bilitate the national econony". There \Wre ot her

sl ogans too, calling for the struggl e agai nst fanmni ne,
agai nst wonmen’s 1111e1111110ynlent, for raising cultura
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111111 political standards 111111 11111110111111; the skills of
wolllell-wnrlcel’ s allll’ peasants, and for building
ehil 1l -eare centres. The Wrnen's Day cel ebrations

011 March 8, 192/1, the 11151. 01 their 1111111 in B1)-
1111ara, were preceded by the opening 01 a women’'s
011111, with a large nunmber 01 wonen attending the
eel’ ell110ny. At that neeting, twelve wonen were all-
mtted to the Party

The second category-organi satienal 111111 educa-
tional forms and nethods of work ampbng wonen-

i ncl uded wormen’ s congresses, conferences of non-

Party wonen-wer kers and woneu- peasants, neet-

i ngs of wmen-(leiegates. etc. These terms 01 work
also lraised the |l evel of social activity anobng

wormen.

Wor ki ng wonren devel oped the ability to absorb
political information. voice their opinions, evaluate
event S’ taki ng place alollnll them and showed a
llesile to take part in social activities.

Al ungsi de the c011li elences 01 wonen del egates an
i11111111tallt 10le was played by wonen’'s neetings

and congresses. Their task was to exam ne the at-
titudes 111111 wishes oi wlllllell-wol' 11lel’s and peasants,
to draw theminto participating in the running 01

the state and in econom c reconstruction. The neet-

ings were 110111 at different levels, with their dele-
gates representing provinces, districts, cities, re-
gions, small rural areas andindividual factories. At
their neetings the representatives 01 provinces, cit-

i es’allll districts raised questions of general polit-
ical sigrillitleallcez’i’1l1ll1le International Position and
the Situation at Honme", "Assistance to the Front",
"Soviet 111110 and Wonen", HThe Party and Its



ka Anong 1V1)111011",’ '1On the Elimination of 11-
liteiacy’ Among Wonen"

"ihe factory neetings discussed questions relating
tothe life 01 wenell-wel kers, the econom c perfor-
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mance of a certain factory or plant, the raising of

| abour productivity, l|ahonr protection for women.
vocational training, the inprovenent elthei wom
cn-werlters’ |life at hone, the functioning of child-
care centres, etc.

Meetings of peasant wonen di scussed probl ens

whi ch concerned them and which reflected the gene-
ral conditions of lile in villages: '"lI"he Policy of the
Jarty and the State in the Countryside", "The Peas-
ant Worman and the Food Question", uEllorts to

Draw Peasant Wonen into the Connnittees fer Peas-
ants’ Mitual Assistance", "Peasant Wnen and
Cooperative Societies", "'I"hc O ganisation of Cot-
tage Industries", etc.

To enlighten the wonen of the nomadi c peopl es

and tribes of Central Asia, Siberia and the Far

East, w de use was nmde of non-Party neetings of
worren. As a rule, such neetings discussed rele-

vant and inportant questions aml nmmile practica
decisions: to elimnate illiteracy, to join :1 coopera-
tive society, to keep one’s home clean. Sneh neet -
ings were held once a nonth with a wiile-ranging
education programme for wonen. The pregrannne

dealt with the advantages of the settled way of life,
the social equality of wonmen and nen, nether-am -
chihl care, etc.

The signilicance oi the congresses and neetings

of wontn-workers and wonen-peasants |ay not only

in the fact that they stinulated the social activity
of women and organi sed them for constructive el -
|"orts, but that these congresses and neetings hel ped
them devel op their class awareness and turn them
into politically conscious builders of the new state,
the defenders of revol utionaryr power.

The principal nass organi sati onal andeducati on-

al form of work anong wor ki ng wonmen was gener -

al neetings of wonen-workers and wontn-pcas-
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the nmost accessi bl e,

the sinplest and the nost conprehensible lermo
organi sati on, because they were held, as a rule. at
their ew laetery, in their own collective, anong
peopl e they knew and in fanmiliar surroundings.’l’'lie
anls. |"er women, they were

partici pants in such general npotings showed a
conmon concern for everything they saw and heard

and expressed their Opinions. Metings |ike these

[ anglit wonmen how to organi se themnsel ves, share
their experience with one another and luster |eel-
lugs 01’ eellectivism At these nmeetings the wonen
(l'isensserl not only political problens, hut also ques-
tions relating to the everyday life 01" their factories
and work col |l ectives. Such general neetings, with
their heal ed debates on inportant questions, were
hel d regularly, not less than once a nmonth. There
was very often a |l arge nunber of men who al so
attended the wonen’s general meetings.

The I'1111"tl group was voluntary work on Satur-

days and Sundays (subbnlni/rs), tlillerent kinds of
HWeeks", participation in the nationw de drive

agai nst fanine, epidenics, etc. Men and wonen
partici pated together in voluntary work on Satur-
days and Sundays. In addition, there were other
undert aki ngs, such as "Peasant VWeel cs", "Labour
Protection Weks", "Child Weks", and so on. VWom

en SUWCI | garnments lor the Red Arny, washei

linen at military hospitals, orphanages and chil d-
care centres. At such subbol ni /m wunl en hehavei

like real nmasters of the new society. They felt in-
creasingly responsible | or what was going on. they
becane nore and nore aware of their links with



the collective, of their own responsibility for the
Soviet state. This was particularly valuable, not to
say unusual, because the only responsibility that
worren | nnl been taught to have ever centuries was
for their famlies.



Wor ki ng wonnm showed Lhuir cnl husi nsm hy par-
ticipating in all kinds ol "Weks". For exanple,

a "Week" of transport was proclained in a

district, or in a province, or even in the whole
country, and the entire cilorl, of that district or prov-
ince was poured into the job of restoring ,trans-
port, building roads, etc. These "Weks" had two
aspects: economcal and political (a Wek of trans-
port, agriculture, education) and mlitary and po-
litical (a "Wek of the Front", a "Wek of Assis-
tance to Wunded Red Arnyntn").

More and nmore wonen were drawn into partici-

pating in the solution ol.aculLe social problens,
such as the struggle against fam ne and econom c

di sl ocation. | Vontn-workors and wonon- pcasants

hol pcdl coll ect, supervise the packaging and distri-
buti on of food parcels. Wnen went from house

to house, collecting grain, bacon, wool, and canvas.
They adopted children evacuated from fam ne-

sl rickcn areas, and set up child-care centres. \WWwm
an organi sed "Weks of SLarving Children", wom
en’'s subbotnilcs, and sol; np special del achnents

to conbat child vagrancy. -

Al'l these aciivilLics enabled wonen to becomne

active participants in the building of a newlilo.
Il1. is no accident, that, they were call ed umethods of
political agitation -by practical exanple", because
they hel ped find those wonen who wore tal ented
organi sers. draw theminto public affairs and Im
loved in them a sense of discipline and responsi -
bility. . -

, The Party devel oped special forms of work anpng
Lhe women of the- Eastern regions of the country.
The old Oriental custons prohibilLcd ,Lhomto appear
in public places. This is why the conferences o
wonm- (1 cl cgates gained only limted popularity
hcrc imedi ately alter the Revolution.;,.’ | ho nost
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ullcclivu |’ orms of organisation for Enslurn wonen
were wonetnls clubs, houscsol or wuntn-pcasanl s
((Ichhnmy) and tho Hod Yurlas (tents made out of
felt).

Musl i mwormen very willingly joined in tho activ-
ities of the clubs specially organised for them
Significantly, their husbands, fathers and brothers
allowed themto do so because these clubs were ex-
clusivcly for wonen and no nmen were pernitted.
Menber shi p was open to worki ng wonen al one and

only on tho reconuncm ation of two wonen-aclivists.
Club work was organi sed on a voluntary principle,
and only the heads of the clubs received sal ari es.
These clubs usually had several sections: prod-
uction, political education, juridical, and nother-
am -chil d sections. The production section organ-

i sed vocational schools and circles, workshops and
artols. At these arlels wonmen scw cd garnments, nadc
knitted goods, carpets, shoes, and bound books.
They were al so taught how to make cl ot hes, knit,
and were instructed in the principles of Lelography,
typi ng and sl enography. In this way Lhey earned
some noney, although the purpose of the clubs was
primarily to provide wonen. with working skills
which woul d later enable themto join in socially
useful work in industry and farm ng

The political education sections of Lhe clubs or-
gani sed | ectures and public neetings devoted to rev-
ol uti onary ovcuLs and revol uti onary holidays. They
al so set up Young Pi oneer organisations, Young
Conmuni st League organi sati ons, schools and cir-
cles for political education. In this way the wonen
ol the East were taught the ABC 01 politics, were



introduced to the tasks of socialist construction and
to the international situation and history of the
nmovemrent of wonon-workcrs.
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Under the aegis ol them olnhs there were schools
for colnhatting illiteracy, as well as sehools and
courses for training,r |I’nnotionaries |’ or eooperativo So-_
cieties and clubs. Ueurses Wre al so provided for,
primary school teachers. There were nusic, drama

and literary groups, and al so groups for training
journalists for |ocal newspapers. Cub nenbers is-
Stttl news bulletins, SIHHVUtl films and organi sed
amateur art. activities. Sone el nhs hail amateur
theatres, and all eluhs haul liln"aries.

The juridical section provided | egal advice, or-

gani sed |l ectures on the rights of wonen and ran
speci al groups where Wnen coul d study | aw.

The nother-am -child sections set up maternity
health centres, nurseries and |cimergartens, as well
as small clinics, courses for obstetricians and work-
ers in pre-school elliltl-care centres, and provided
nmedi cal advi ce on hygi ene and sanitation

In 1025, there were 54 wonmonls clnhs. Intliller-

out towns these clubs enjoyed tlillerent opportuni-
ties in the choice of personnel and the provision of
prem ses and finances. The first wmens cl ub was

set up in Tashkent. In a large building selected for
a club a school, a library, a health centre for
children, a garnent-naki ng workshop, an assenbly
hall, and premises for zu ts-am-cralts groups were
housed. The courtyard was sonewhat unusual, with
four one-sterey houses formng,r a square. Al the
wi ndows and doors faced the (:(mtyartl. The only
entrance to the courtyard fromthe street was
through the gate, which provided access to tho prem
ises of this vast conplex. On April 2/1, 1924, the
club opened its doors to visitors. But no visitors
cane. The zhcnol dcl nobunted an agitati on eam

paign to explain to |l ocal wonen the idea and pur-
pose of the club. Eventually, three Uzbek wonen
nmeekly entered the courtyard. They liltetl their cus-
, 40

[oniary eluu-Inms (veils) oll their lattes only alter
they had nmade sure there were no men around.

More wonnrn (tane. Antl soon | he club was buzzing
like a beehive with activity. livery norning young,r
Uzbek wonen canme with their children |’ ornedio-

at advice. The school for cenibatting illiteracy
functioned in than shil’ls. Itlany wonen came to the
library where they |listened to books and newspapers
being read out to them The Hat root of one of the
houses of the (:(nnplex was taken up by an artcl for
maki ng bl ankets. The assenbly hall was getting

nore and nore erow hnl hy the day, so that now
general meetings of the club nmenbers (nore than

700 in all) were hehl in the courtyard. The club
also Innl an elected heard. All work at the club

was tlIIVItlIUl anobng its three sections, each headed
by a nmiher ol’ the hoard. The club had its own
conference of Winen- (| el egates, a Young Conunu-

ni st League organi sation (whose menbers were

girls), and a Young Pioneer group (also nade up

of young girls).

The clubs trained a | arge nunber of wonen for

work in the national econony, at chihl-eare centres
and at hospitals. Many wonen, menbers of such

clubs, were later sent to advance their know edge

at the su-calletl worlcersl laenlties organi sed by
hi gher education ostahlislnnenls, also at schools
where personnel for local Party organist’ttions and
Soviets were trained. Some wonlen-aetivists at the
(211t1)5 tool; up jolts at zluinuldcls.

"l he elnhs in Soviet Central Asia which enjoyed
special popularity Were the so-calletl Houses for
Uc/ zv/ cal z Wonen set up for peasants who, for sone



reason, had mVUtl to the city for permanent resi-
dence. Enoh woman who canme here from her (utl

(a village) conhl live at such a house for two

weeks. One oi the I'n’sl. things she had to do was to
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g0 lu the hath heuse, where she was issued a Set

of clean clothes and um erweur. She couhl attend

| ectures and tal ks unil go to the local school for
conbutting illiteracy um, it she chose, to classes for
garnment-nmhing. 11' she canme with a child (or
children) she could use the nurseries, u play-

ground and medi cal facilities. The House for Dale

| ean. Wonen 3150 provi ded tal ks on hygi ene and
sanitation. Attached to the house was a nodel farm
pl ot where wenen-peasnnts ceuhl inmprove their

know edge of farm ng

One of the varieties ef wonen’s clubs were rec-
reatien-undd’ eailing roonms (Red Corners) in cities
and |teatlers’ Huts for women in the country. Al

the work here was curried out by volunteers. Menl -
bers of these clubs set. up their conferences of wom
eu-del egutes, who held their neetings at the rec-
reatiou-um -reutliug roons. The wonen attended

| ectures on political and popul ar sciences. They er-
gnni sed public readi ng sessi ons where they eouh

hear synopses of newspapers and political journals.
There were schools for cenbutting illiteracy, theatric-
ul groups and choirs at these cl ubs.

The so-cnlletl Itetl Yurtas, another type of club
were set up for the nenndic popul ation of the
Eastern regions of the country. They operated in
accordance with a special programe which includ-

ed reading classes, instruction on basic hygi ene and
professional zulvice to |ivesteek-hrem ers. The staff
ut the Red Yurtas was nmade up 01' :1 political agi-
tator, a wenun-teucher and a doctor. The inventory
included a filmprojector, a sewing nachine, a mlk
separator, nedicines and other articles. The zhcnut-
del of the Central Committee of the Party recom
mended: "The work of the Red |’ nrla nust concen-
trate on the problens of sanitation um hygiene,

and 'arieus econonic problens. Political um |ega
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guestions Shtllllti he regarded us 01’ secondary im
portance and shoul d he di scussed only when they

are relevant to the life of the nomadi c worman her -
sel f."

The HUt!I Yurtus organised liteetings, and center-
enees et’ wenen-tlelegzttes held their sessions here.
The activists of the | hetl Yurtas hel ped publish wal
newspapers. All these :wtivities-lectures, talks,
work in political groups, the reading al oud of books,
nmagazi nes and newspnpers-served to introduce

nomadi ¢ wonen to the achi evenents of the Sovi et
slate, the life illlll work of the Party and the Young
Cenmmmi st League, The lied Yurla drew the no-

mric wonen into the work oi the Soviets and vo-
luntary organisations. Wrnen active in the work
otrthe Red Yurtu. tater often joined the ranks of the
"nrty er the Young Conmuni st League.

The wonen’s cl ubs, the Housesl’'el'lJc/L/t’ anVm

en, the lied Corners :Illtl the Red Yurtas carried
out :1 great (leul 01' work in the Eastern regions of
the ceunlry explaining to millions ul’ illiterate and

oppressed women the nature of revol utionary change.
and turned theminto active builders of a new

soci ety.
Worren Def end Sovi et Gover nnent
After the victory ()1’ lhe.Socialist Itevulutien, the

ceunter-revelutieuuries in the country, with the sup-
port 01' foreign inperialists, waged a Civil War

agai nst the young Sovi et Republic. That war | asted
three years: from 1918 to 1920. Lenin praised the
courage, fortitude and heroi sm of working women

in the years 01' the war. In an address toaconter-
cute 01' working worren in Moscow on Sept enber



23, 1019, he spoke about the rol e working wonmen
.13



pl ayed in that war: "Wonen can work under war
conditions when it is a question of hel ping the arny
or carrying on agitation in the army. Wrnen shoul d
take an active part in all this so that the lied Arny
sees that it is being | ooked after, that solicitude is
bei ng di spl ayed. "

Right alter the formation of the z/wnoldcl of the
Central Committee of the Party particul ar inpor-
tance in its work was attached to the search for
dillerent ways of drawi ng wonen into the job of

hel ping the Red Arny. This question was repeat-
erlly raised at sessions of the zhenotdel and dis-
cussed at many neetings held by wonmen. The spe-

cial colum run by Pravda was devoted to the life

of working women. In some issues this "working
worman’ s page" was taken up entirely by informa-

tion about the assistance that working wonen gave

to the Red Arny.

O special inportance was the training of nedi-

cal nurses for the Red Arny. They were nostly

crash courses, which meant that in a shortperied

of time the future held hospital and practical nur-
ses had to be given instruction not only in nedi-
cine but also told about the goals and policy of the
Sovi et governnent, the role of dillercnt classes and
states, and how soci al changes were taking place in
the country. These lectures were built on the prin-
ciple of class analysis of events and social phenome-
na. Here are sone of the |ectures which were read

at the Courses for Red Nurses in dil’iex ent cities:
"Way Are We Fighting?', "The Emergence and

the Siguilicance of Qur Fronts", uThe Miin Fea-
tures of the Capitalist System and the C ass
Struggle", "What Is Soviet Rule and How Is It O -

gani sed?", "llow to Get the Best out of a Newspa-
per, a Leaflet, a Panphlet and a Book".
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At one of its neetings the zhcnotdel ol the Cen-
tral Commttee of the Party di scussed the probl em
01" mlitary training for wonen (April 1920). The
main report at this neeting was delivered by the
M ni ster of Defence who spoke about the need to

i ntroduce universal mlitary training for wonen.
Afterwards, a circular and theses about universa
mlitary training for women were sent to all |oca
zlu-quth-1x. The circular aml theses also (lealtxvith
the problem of wonmen's participation in the for-
Ination ol the mlitia antl the arny. The circul ar
read in part: "All girls and wonen are required to
undergo general training and pre-dralt instruction
Worren nust take charge of |ogistics, for which

pur poses they nust gradually be drawn into the
schools of universal mlitary training. Party com
mttees and zhcnotdel s nust send nore active

worren to these military training courses.”" It was
evident that only by w nning the support of nore
and nore working wonen, in town and country,

for the cause the Red Arny was fighting for, the
Party could bring about the unity of the front and
the rear, which was crucial for victory in the G vi
War. These neetings and conferences of wonen-

del egates and wonmen’ s general neetings hel ped to
draw theminto work in support of the Red Army
lighting at the front. They joined courses fornmed-
i cal nurses, nade underwear and knitted goods,

null collected foodstuffs for the lighting men.
Directing the work among (lillerent strata of wo-
men during the Cvil War, the Party organisations
gave priority to the job of explaining to themthe
nature and objectives of the war. The Party laid
such enphasis on this work because nany illiterate



and politically backward wonen failed to under-
stand these things. rllhe Party used all the avail -
abl e means of oral and printed propaganda and put
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ci eucy wns hi gher and nore goods Were produced.
Therein lay the great eeonmie inportance of we-
men’s participation in neint pl-mimlien. At the
sane tinme, it played an inportant sueiul rote, he-
cause it nmade women nore active in the socia

and political spheres. Wnen, who were new j oi n-

i ng trade unions and other puhlic organisations,
carried out socially useful ussigments, tlltti nany
of themwere (-li-rtetl In various hnlies of state
power .

Worren’ s participation in social production is a
basis for establishing their genuine equality with
men. Their work at factories and plants makes them
equal members of the collective. Their wages make
them economi cal |y i ndependent, and their work re-
ceives social recognition and hel ps them harmm
niously to develop their personality. The Party abi d-
ed by these principles when it sought to draw

worren into socially useful production as soon as
Soviet rule was established. It was necessary,
however, for wonen to |learn new trades and im

prove their industrial skills.

XVonmen were able to inprove their skills through
vocational training programes, individual and
group apprenticeship and their promotion to jobs
retiuviring better (niniilieulitns. Young women were
admtted to vocational schools in accordance with

a fixed quota, Le. a certain nunber of vacancies
were reserved for wonen. This hel ped tlruw wonen
into the national econony and restore the industry
ruined by the Gvil tVar. Wnen worked at facto-

ri es which produced goods necessary for the eco-
nom c recovery of peasant honesteads: netal articles,
textiles and househol d goods. This nmde it possible
to increase the comodity turnover between state-
run industry and agriculture, and | ed tea strength-
ening ot’ the union between the working class
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am the peasantry, nnml the consolidation: of the pee-
pl ei s power.

It would have been inpossible to draw wonen

into social production without creating the condi-
tions which would allow themto hold a job and

have a famly. Fromthe first. days of the Revol u-
tion the Soviet state showed great concern for

not hers and their children. But the issuing of rev-
ol utionary decrees on nother-nm -child protection
was not enough. It had to be backed up by practi-
cal deeds.

In 1919, a so-called scientific and organi sationa
conmi ssion was set up at the People’ s Comn ssar -

iat for Social Security which was responsible for
not her-nnd-child institutions. This scientific and
organi sati onal comm ssion included nmedical experts
who hel ped organi se not her-and-child care centres,
define their tasks and establish standards of nutri-
tion. In spite of the tremendous difficulties caused
"by the Civil War, a total of 1,500 nother-and-child
care centres were set up in 1919 and 1920:
childrents nurseries, nother-am-child honmes, nedi-
cal advice centres, bahy-food distribution centres,
hones for parentless infants (orphanages) and ma-
ternity homes.

Vagrancy anong children was a terrible problem

in the conditions of econonic dislocation, and the
Party gave top priority to conmbatting it through |o-
cal zhenotdels. They found new prem ses for child-
care centres and provi ded equi pnent, furniture and
food. The women-del egates of the zhenotdels occu-
pi ed the mansi ons bel onging to factory owners who
had fled the country after the Revol ution and opened



nurseri es and ki ndergartens there; they organised
subbot ni /cs, washed and cl eaned, and redecorated
the prem ses, etc.
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At iirst, many nothers (lhl not trust, the nurseries
with their babies. And in this. too, the women-del e-
gates Were the first tn help. They teul: their uwn
children to the nurseries and organi sed a rota sys-
tem Mthers could see |lor thensel ves how their
children were fed, taken for wal ks and put to bed,
and soon after, they thensel ves supported the idea
of nurseries. There was an acute shortage of per-
sonnel n-teachers and nurses-lor children at such
centres. In Mscow special courses were opened for
training personnel for nother-and-ehild care cen-
tres. Such courses were attended by 85 persons who
had come fromditierent towns and cities of Russia.
Simlar courses were set up for medical nurses to
be enpl oyed at child-care institutions. Instruction
at such courses was provided by the best nedica
experts in the country.

Cultural, Social and Political Wrk I

Anmong Wonen

It was inpossible to build a new life, raise
children and restore the national ecenomy w thout
elimnating illiteracy, without the political educa-
tion of. wonen thensel ves and without raising their
general cultural standards. In the early years of
Sovi et government the wOren, who constituted half
the working population in the country, were al nost

totally illiterate. In 1921, a total of 756 out of
every thousand wonen could neither read nor wite.
Lenin called illiteracy the second eneny of the Par-

ty and the people. Speaking at the Al-Russia Con-
gress of Political Education Departnents in Octo-

her 1921,110 said: "So long as there is such a thing
as illiteracy in our country it is too much to talk
about political education. This is not’ a politica
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prnhhem it is a condition without which it is use-

| ess tal king about politics. Anilliterate person
slams mtsith: politics, he nmust. lirsl. learn his ABC.
Wthnul. that’thure can he no pulitics; w thout

that there are runours, gossip, lairy-tales and prej-
udi ces, but not politics." ’

Thus, the cultural revolution in the Soviet Re-

public began with the elimnation of illiteracy. On
Decenmber 26, 1919, the Sovi et governnent adopted
the decree On the Liquidation oi Iliil-eracy Among

the Popul ation of the Republic. In order to coordi-
nate this work nore effectively, the People’'s Com
m ssariat for Public Education set up an All-Rus-
sia Extraordi nary Conmmi ssion for the Liquidation

oi Illiteracy in July 1920. Acting under this com
m ssion was a body known as a standi ng confer-

ence which was nade up of representatives of the
thHO tlcl Of the Party Central Commttee, represen-
tatives of the (ieparlnment for work in rural areas,
of the Central Conmittee of the Young Comuni st
League and the All-ltussia Central Council AOTI'"H 1O
Unions. Sone tine later, in November 1920, the

Chi ef Departnent for Political Education was orga-
ni sed under the aegis of the People’ s Comm ssari at
for Public Education. This departnment was headed

by Nadezhda Krupskaya, and conducted education
wor k anong the adult popul ation of the country.

A |l arge nunmber of reading-and-witing centres
sprang up everywhere in the Soviet Republic. At
these centres a(hiit’ nen and wormen were taught to
read, wite and (lo suns. There were also a |arge
nunber of el enentary schools with a two-year pro-
gramme for adults, and schools for illiterate people
whi ch were run nmuch on the sane |ines as primary
schools. The highest link in the system of adult
educati on was schools for advanced education
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The work of many school s and reading-am -wtt-

ing centres was organised in such a way that stu-
dents graduated either on March 8 or May 1, or on
Revol ution Day. The zhenotdcls used these events

for attracting nore wonmen to these schools. At.

the graduation cerenonies the wonen were el ected

to the presiding conmttee of the neeting. They

al so received honorary certificates and bonuses. In
their farewell address they tal ked about their stud-
ies and urged illiterate wonen to sign up for a
course at these schools. And many women (lid. It

was taken into consideration that wonen busy with
their children and housework would find it hard

to leave their hones and attend classes. This_ was
why those wonen who studied at sehool enjoyed

the privilege of placing their children into nurseries
and ki ndergartens. In addition, the zlzenotdels or-
gani sed instruction for wonen, especni|yepensant
worren, at their honmes, instead of schools. 'l his sys-
temwas called the system of individunl-am-group
education. The npst advanced intellectuals and acti -
vi sts were engaged in the canmpaign to conbat illit-
cracy: teachers, club workers, enployeesol cultu-

ral centres and libraries, and ordi nary actwnsts who
could read and wite. The Party issued a sl ogan

"One literate person should teach ten illiterate peo-
)l e".
| The Party’s work. to conbat illiteraey’ anbng

wor ki ng worren was of great political sngnhcanice.
This is what a wonan-worker wote in a nagazme
article: "In the old days we were crushed, draiiied
of strength and stupelied. W had no education
Now we have an educati on, we have honours, and

we know that we are nuch needed and appreciated
menbers of society. This is what our Partyhas
done for us. Qur Party is the first to have given
us know edge and power. W rmust live up to its
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expectations. This is our Party and we shall stand
by it."

Conbattiug illiteracy anobng wonen was the ba-
sis of the Pnrtyls cultural and educational work, and
the schools for the elimnation of illiteracy were

one of the ways it was carried out. There were

other lorms of educational work with wonen,wth

a special role played by the earlier nmentioned clubs
incities and the Reutlers’ Huts in rural areas. Work
at these clubs was organised in such a way that
wurren- wor kers am wemneu- peasants could not only

take up various cultural activities in their spare
time, but also receive general educational training;
the clubs were regarded as an inportant neans of
political influence on working wonmen, which was
taken into account by the zhcnotdels. Wrking
through the clubs and village libraries the zhenot -
(1813, together with the trade unions, Young Com
nmuni st League and cooperative societies, drew wom

on into schools for the elimnation of illiteracy,
groups for political education, literary clubs, "Book
Friends’, societies uutl groups for nother-nm -ehild
care.

Worren had their own publications which played

an inportant role in their political and general edu-
cation. In the early years of Soviet rule the naga-
zi nes Rabotnitsa (Wrking Wman), Rabotnitsa

i Krestyan/ca (Wermuu-X Vorlier um Peasant), Dele-
gul /ru (Delegate), null KrestyullL/m (Ileuuunt TVo-
mun) were of purliculur inmportance in this respect.
Central and | ocal newspapers run special colums

for working wonmen in the town and country. These



colums reflected various aspects of their economc
and famly life, the part they played in industrial
and agricultural production, and socially useful ac-
tivities. These colums also curried articles on the
upbringing of children, the famly, everyday life
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at home, etc. As time progressed nany womren

started to contribute to these nmagazi nes and news-
papers.

An inportant part in heightening the politica

awar eness of wonen was played by Party-andeolit-
ical education at a tinme when the country was

short of food. clothing, fuel and other necessities.
Wor ki ng peopl e received small food rations. while
every pair of shoes and every square yard of cloth
had to be distributed anobng those who were nost

in need. Wonen also net to discuss whose child
needed hospital treatment nust. This was why the
political awareness of wormen played such an im
portant role.

Among the mass fornms of political education of

the working wonmen in the'town and country were

the schools of political science. T hese were attend-
ed by both nmen and wonmen who studied the ideas

of scientific communism the policy oi the Soviet
state, Lenin’s works and the Party Programre.

There WJI ' U al so political education groups orga-

ni sed specially for wonen. They studi ed the funda-
nental s of the economic policy of the state, of the
trade unions, the wonenis and the youth nove-

ments. The zhenotdcls al so encouraged wonen to
study at political schools, Soviet-and-Party school s,
and those who did particularly well were sent to

hi gher Party schools and political universities in
big cities. Study in groups and political school ?
hei ght ened | he interest of wrmen-workers unl wenn-
en- peasauts in political science, nade them nore
actii’e, and_ga(re thema’ taste ler sociai. work.
These woren who 1113;! had s_one political educa-
tion often becane propagandi sts thensel ves and
jeiued the Party, The high political awareness 9!
worren nmade ityusalibie to pifuiliole ['heqgi tu_sehiur
jobsl’in Party and government.
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Wor ki ng sel fl essly, women hel ped to acconpli sh.

the arduous tasks facing the young Sovi et state.

The Party’s work anmong wonmen in the early years

of Soviet rule laid a solid foundation for their sub-
sequent mass participation in the building of social-
ism Wthout this initial work to establish equaliQ
ty between working men and wonen, W woul d

not have been able to achieve the results we see

t oday.

Worman i n Advanced Soci al i st Society

The experience of the Soviet Unien and the other
countries of socialismshow convincingly that in so-
cialist society, where as a result of the elimnation
of the exploitation of man by man social equality
anmong peopl e has been established, nen and wonen
have genuinely equal rights. Under socialismwom

en enjoy a ful, varied and rich life.

An advanced socialist Society has all the possibil-
ities for a woman to conbi ne socially useful |a-
bour and her responsibilities as nother and wife
with active political work.

The Sovi et Union has the world’ s highest |eve

of enpl oynent of woren in social production. Al
worren in this country are guaranteed the right to
work on an equal footing with men. Moreover, wm-’
on can (' 0 any Work, except that which is detri-
nental to their health. A . priscnt. 93 per cent of
all. abl e-bodi ed wonren are enployed in the nation-
al ecenOry. Wonen, who constitute 51 per cent

of’ _all industrial’ and oilice enployees, '"me respon-
sible for a good half oi the material’ and non-nmnal e-
riai wealth in this- eountry. Inthis lies "the "liaeis
for genuine equality U nen. and Wonen in ’al



spheres of life. Social |abour, for ile pant, with its
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rel ati ons of social equality and collectivismwhich
is typical of. socialist society, nakes wonen nore
active in their particular proiessions, nore mature
and politically aware citizens, stinulates their crea-
tive talents and gives them a better understanding

of their social duties and responsibilities.

Soci alismhas drawn millions of working wonen

into the affairs of state, into the solution of proh-
i ens of great social inportance. This was done via
the Party ahd the Soviets, trade uni ons and ot her’
public organi Sations, via the press and nati onwi de

di scussions of |aws and decrees. It was made pos-
sible by the entire socialist way of life in this coun-
try. hi the last elections to the Soviet Parlianent
(March 1984) 492 wonen were el ected deputi es.

This is nore than the nunber of wonen MPs in the
parlianments of all capitalist countries taken
together. In the Soviet trade unions, wonmen consti-
tute 51 per cent of their total menmbership. Half

the menbership of the Young Communi st League

are young wonen. They al so censtitute nere than

24 per cent of the Party nenbership.

The 'present |level of social and political activity
of Soviet women bears out Leninis words: Ht is said
that the best criterion of the cultural level is the
| egal status of wonen. This aphorismcontains a
grain of profound truth. Fromthis standpoint only
the dictatorship of the proletariat, only the socialist
state could uttuiu, us it has utluined, |IIlB highest
cultural level." One of the principal results of the
solution of the question of wonenis role in society
in the USSR is the energence of a new social type

of woman. A citizen with the sanme political and so-
cial rights as nen, an active worker and socia
activist, and at the sane tine a | oving nother and

a sensitive educator, this is the nake-up of the
woman born of the Revol ution.



1932. The Ilyich collective farmin the Voronezh region.
A lesson at a readi ng-and-witing group
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1932. At a class of industrial drawi ng in Dnepropetrovsk
1931. Turknenia. A Young
Conmuni st League nem

ber giving a | esson at a
readi ng-and-witing group
1931. The Bryansk regi on.
A woman col | ective farmer
| earning how to read



