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HISTORY OF THE Liberation
MOVEMENT —

MHE liberation movement,

whose leaders are today
charged with treason, iy a

fusion of two sireams into a _
mighty river.

The one stream is that of
the oppressed ‘non-white’ na-
tional groups against the
oppression of the dominant

whites.

The second stream is the strug-
gle of the working people against
thé . bosses common to all indus-
trial countries.

The purely national struggle

~3 its source deep in the earliest
history of modern South Africa
beginning with the first futile bat-
tle in 1659 of the Khoi-Khoin

(known to the whites_as, ‘Hotten:
tots))e—tedHY 'Cﬁ'lﬁf%n.%lfu /03

against the seizure by ie-
beeck of the best pasture lands in
their Cape Peninsula,

Until 1870 the basic conflict in
South African society was this
coaflict between different national

entities. And the root -of that con-.. .
flict was the struggle for control

of the land.

Some of the names which stand
out' s landmarks in this struggle
4re Makana and Mosheshoe, Din-

raan,and Moselekatze, who fought -

‘back at the head of their people.

. The whites, whenever they were

strong enough to do so, seized all |
vood land. The Africans who
OAg” RCCih LILL FEIOe  Were e

0 a status S |
n Il Eurooe as serfdom. The

“was master of the land and
nts. The African” worker !

ite master and in return

could not be sO

but if the land V%Sﬂ

with it, and he 8-
lind as securely as-thé-se
vagrancy laws under wh

would 'be arrested if he left it,
the-fact that he had nowhere else

the 1870’s the discovery of

.. A capitalist econom

mim%to the
teansformation of the r eco-
nomy. Money and machinery

poured into the country. Great
railway and road projects began.

.c.-—:*’? CAPITALISM—

Until then almost evérvone had
made his living at work connected
with farming and marketing farm
produce. Now the industrial revo-
lution began. Farming ceased to
be the basis of the country’s live-
| hood. Mining became that basis.

a new class

born—the proletariat, that
body of men who possess no way
of earning their food except by
selling their nower to work in re-
turn for wages.

Kimberley in the 1870’s was the
source, beginning as a tiny trickle,
of the second stream of struggle,
running beside that of the strug-
gle between the “non-white” and
the white—the struggle of the
working-class (irrespective of na-
tionality) against the bosses (irre-
spective’ of nationality).

The mines needed men to dig
and build and carry; the railways
needed nien, the ports néeded
men. The cry went out for black
labour.

AFRICAN Proletariat——

At Kimberley the African pro-
letariat was born. It was a most
difficult birth. As if aware of the
misery of the future the infant
fought against those who would

A wrgsl him forth. ?
e s Tong asthe AMican was able

i
t

to eke out an existence from his
soil he saw no reason to go out
d be the white man’s labourer.
e may well have argued that
there was as much reason for the
- white man to come and work as
his herdboy as there was for him

to go and work as the white man’s
dboy.
he life of the cheap black

[abourer was not very attractive.
W~ vatac. LE o mnnth nlng

the - white workers—who Wwere."

brother proletarians—r ed the
Africans with-fear and hostility.
The diamond rush had led to a
huge immigration of  Wwhite
workers from Europe hopeful of
making a quick,fortune. _
The white immigrants, with their*

education and training, tkcame, .

naturally, the skilled labour on
the mines. Large numbers of
Africans were recruited but they
were. at first, merely fetchers and
carriers for the white men. They
were men who walked straight
from a primitive tribal society into
the industrial age. Completely illi-
terate: they had no comprehension
at all of machinery, nor any tra-
dition of industrial discipline., In
tribal society, the tasks of the
men had been milking the cows,
erecting and defending the kraals;
and sometimes hunting. The
women had done all the farming,
and it was only at about this time,

when the olomah, was replacing
the hoe that w frican division,
of labour waSaléred and the men

became active farmers,
FIRST ‘Trade Unions

The white workers—imbued
with their. strong British trade

union tradition—began to form

themselves into unions almost as .

soon as they settled into their jobs.
A branch of England’s Amalga-
maoted Society of Carpenters and

Joiners was estlablished in Cape

Town in 1881 and in Durban in
1882. -

But it did not even cnfer the
heads of the white workers fto
bring in the Africans as well.

At first this was not because the
white workers saw the Africans as
dangerous competitors—an ap-

‘proach which was to dominate
their actions a few years later—
but because they did not see the
Africans as workers like them-
selves at all. They were like pack-

horses, and their function was to
carry burdens where the whité
man told them.

In the beginning, at Kimberley,
there were thousands of little
white and a few Coloured capi-
talists. Each one staked his claim,
and, sometimes on a plot as small
as seven square vards, each was a
mine-owner and emplover of Afri-
can labour.

As the surface scratching gave
way to deeper digging, the need
for machinerv and capital grew,
and the process of amalgamation
began.

By 1384 almost a whole capita-
list cvcle had been completed. The
thousands of small white ems
ployers of labour had been pushed
out of the capitalist class into the

class which owned nothing but its.

power to work. The white prole-
tariat had been born, and econo-
mically it was the brother of the
black proletariat which it, in its
small way, had exploited before.

If economics were a mechanical

determiner of destinies, white and-

black worker woulc_l have stood
together in class solidaritv against
the mine-owner. But it is not.

WHITE Workers vs Black

The white worker saw—and
saw correctly—that as far as he
was concerned the biggest 1
fials danger was that the bosses
would reduce him:to the position
of the black man. The black man

received a pittance, and if he '

could do the white man’s work for
a pittance, the boss would surely

-, employ black labotir.

And while that would certainly
benefit the black man it would
equally certainly bring down the
wages receiyed by the white man.

YOPEErS Dol il LU %

that anybody who talked td’ them
about the solidarity of all labour
should have his head examined.
For the short-term interests of the
white and the black workers were
sharply opoosed, although their

long-term interests were, and are,
identical.

Most people concern themselves
with their immediate interests and
leave the distant future to look
after itself. The white workers
were no exception. They Wwere
willing to listen to the voice of

those who, speaking of the solida-
ity nf -1" 11:;11"{91"': meant hv ‘”’11""

)\- Q{t}bg’ e '
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most famous of them, Bill An-
drews, who have fought against
all odds for the recognition of the
fact that the white and black
workers are brothers.

The white working-clads—made
a very great con tion to the
progressive movements It brought
to South Africa the experience of
trade union solidarity and struggle
which had been gained at the cost
of immense suffering and heroism

in Britain. Its militant strikes and

bloody wage-battles set an exam-
pel . from which the African
workers were quick to learn,

Tha white workers brought
with them the techniques of class
struggle, techniques which the
Africans were quickly to add to
those which they themselves had
learnt in the course of their na-
tional struggle.

Thus at Kimberley was seen the

JEXT WEEK:
THE FIRST NON-EUROPEAN

POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS.

® PYJAMA GAME _
H, those naughty window dis-
plays!

A “realist” in P.E. has been
complaining, a Les Undesirables,
about the nighties seen displayed
in shop windows. “Feminine night
apparel of a very intimate nature.”

Such displays must have a “‘very
undesirable effect on our vast Na-

tive population™ chirps this bird.
YOU, WOLF, YOU. I BET
YOU SIMPLY ENJOY YOUR
WINDOW SHOPPING.
® HOT TIP
SAW a picture of a top hat in
the local daily the other day.
Nice grey one, too. Not that ]
fancy top hats, e
But who do vyou think was
nnder the hat?
NONE OTHER THAN

" «ONSE” ABIE BLOOMBERG,

POSING FOR. THE CAMERA
AT THE ASCOT RACE-TRACK
IN ENGLAND.

Well, well, the Coloured peo-
ple’s “‘rep” taking time off to
hand out tips for, the sport of
kings.

I WONDER WHAT THOSE
POOR, KICKED-ABOUT,
HARD-WORKING, BELOW
THE BREADLINE VOTERS
THINK ABOUT IT.
® STALE NEWS
"TALKING about bread, figures

tell me that the old cost of
living is going higher and higher.
Was higher at the end of May
than it ever was before, with re-
tail orices climbing from 209.5
last year to 218.6 this year.

1 suppose the speech from the
throne on July 4 will use up a
whole hour in order to tell us
si;ngly: “Tighten vour belts, peo-
ple.

ME. I'M LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO THE TIME WHEN
PEOPLE START TAKING OFF
THOSE BELTS AND GIVE
SOMEBODY A GOOD LAM-
BASTING. _

N AID

OO! I could hardly believe my
ears.

Imagine workers toddling along

to the Specizl Branch and asking

their advice in the choice of

trade-union secretary.
Well, believe it or not, it hap-
pened in Port Elizabeth.

. They even had the race ang seX
of the secretary worked ouf, too
—FEuropean female.
THEY DIDN'T GET HAT
THEY WANTED, BUT/IF THE
OTHER WORKERS Sf)AT ON

’ . A A

FOR IT.
® ISM
OLITICAL Ilanguage appears
to have agonted another

word. A French politician the
other day spol)e about “Fascists
and parachutigts.”

EXPULSIQNS Supported

I wholéhéartedly support the
action of the ANC Transvaal
Workiné Committee for the expul-
sion from the ANC of Messrs
lLebaflo and Madzunva, because
the/ourvose of the two gentlemen

is/to disrupt the entire movement
£ . AN and farthermore. to




n the 1870’s the discovery of
[amon rley led to the
lransformation of the r eco-
nomy. Money and machinery
poured into the country. Great
¢ Y railway and road projects began.

- -kﬁCAPITALISM———

Until then almost evérvone had
made his living at work connected
with farming and marketing farm
e produce. Now the industrial revo-
lution began. Farming ceased to
be the basis of the country’s live-
I'hood. Mining became that basis.

G- .. A capitalist econom .

29 /«ﬂ'jth_umﬁsﬁ‘m class
e L as born—the proletariat, that
: / bodv of men who vossess no way

of earning their food except by
- % selling their nower to work in re-
' turn for wages.

Kimberley in the 1870’s was the
source, beginning as a tiny trickle,
3 of the second stream of struggle,

: running beside that of the strug-

gle between the “non-white” and

the white—the struggle of the
3 working-class (irrespective of na-
tionality) against the bosses (irre-
spective ' of nationality).

The mines needed men to dig
and build and carry; the railways
needed nien, the ports needed
men. The cry went out for black
labour.

AFRICAN Proletariat
At Kimberley the African pro-

letariat was born. It was a most.

difficult birth. As if aware of the

¥ misery of the future the infant

_ fought =zgainst those who would
wrest him forth.

s long as-thé AWican was able
to eke out an existence from his
soil he saw no reason to go out
nd be the white man’s labourer.
» Tie may well have argued that
, there was as much reason for the
=~ white man to come and work as

his herdboy as there was for him
fo go and work as the white man's
dboy.
he life of the cheao black
labourer was not very attractive.
Wage rates—£6 a month plus
lodgi ' d field, in

o 15/- to 2§/- on nskei
farms in 1896; and about per

At the Cape Town docks in
the same year, were not sufficient
. Q to bring in the steady flow of lab-

our required.
RULE Par—
as necessary to drive the
frican out to work—to create
an African proletariat.

By definitit6n a proletarian is a
man w owns nothing but his
po to work. The need of the

ers of South Africa then was to
steip the African of all but his
labour vower, to take from him
all rights to the land from which

he could gain food or graze
cattle. |

e

> pees of South Africa bat-
_Ugd~To drive the Africans out to
secome the labourers in industry.
Such is the drama of history—the
ruling class struggled so hard pre-

“cisely in order to create the Afri-
“tan working-class, the class which

would inevitably one day chal-
lenge and take over from its

creators,
WHITE Workers
. - Ironically, -while - the -white

owners of the mines and industries

‘were so eager to welcome the
African workers—who were po-

tentially their greatest class-foes. -

and, sometimes on a plot as small
as seven square vards, cach was a
mine-owner and embolover of Afri-
can labour.

As the surface scratching gave
way to deeper digging, the need
for machinery and capital grew,
and the process of amalgamation
began.

By 1884 almost a whole capita-
list cvcle had been completed. The
thousands of smalt white ems-
ployers of labour had been pushed
out of the capitalist class into the

class which owned nothing but its .

power to work. The white prole-
tariat had been born, and :econo-
mically it was the brother of the
black proletariat which it, in its
small way, had exploited before.

If economics were a mechanical

determiner of destinies, white and

black worker would hgwe stqod
together in class solidaritv against
the mine-owner. But it is not.

WHITE Workers vs Blacl{c

The white worker saw—and
saw correctly—that as far as he
was concerned the biggest i
éialm danger was that the bosses
would reduce him to the position

of the black man. The black man
received a pittance, and if he

could do the white man’s work for
a pittance, the boss would surely
. employ black labour.

And while that would certainly
benefit the black man it would
equally certainl bring down the
wages receiyed by the white man.

. Rl 1 g
that anybody who talked td them
about the solidarity of all labour
should have his head examined.
For the short-term interests of the
white and the black workers were
sharply opoosed, although their
long-term interests were, and are.
identical,

Most people concern themselves
with their immediate interests and
leave the distant future to look
after itself. The white workers

were no exception. They Wwere

willing to listen to the voice: of
those who, speaking of the solida-
rity of all workers, meant by that
all white workers, and meant' by
it too, solidarity against anything
- which would strengthen the oppor-
tunity of the black worker to com-
pete wit_h the white and thu§ im-

-
| 3 :I -

can history
was a stfike by the white workers
against fthe very first attempt by
the employers to reduce them t¢
the levg¢l of the Africans.

Affer each shift the mine-owners
red the black workeis to
stripfnaked and submit to a search
for |stolen diamonds. When, in
1889, the mine-owners announced
intention to extend this sys-
to include the European and
oured diggers as well, the men
wept on strike, s
fter over a year of sporadic
labpur stoppages, riots, and, on
anh occasion, a bloody affray in
w
dead and forty others wounded by
mipe pglice guards, the owners
1D d 0andoRee - UTUPOSE
e pattern was sét for tRhe
hogtility towards African advance-
int which has been the hallmark
off the majority of white trade
.ngonists—against which stand out
life beacons the names of many
advanced white workers’ leaders,

ch eight workers were  shot”

ples “rep’ taking time off to
hand out tips for the sport of
kings.

I WONDER WHAT THOSE
POOR, KICKED-ABOUT, t
HARD-WORKING, BELOW
THE BREADLINE VOTERS
THINK ABOUT IT.
® STALE NEWS
TALK]NG about bread, figures

tell me that the old cost of
living is going higher and higher.
Was higher at the end of May
than it ever was before, with re-
tail orices climbing from 209.5
last year to 218.6 this year.

I suppose the speech from the
throne on July 4 will use up a
whole hour in order to tell us
siPEIy: “Tighten vour belts, peo-
ple.

ME. I'M LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO THE TIME WHEN
PEOPLE START TAKING OFF
THOSE BELTS AND GIVE
SOMEBODY A GOOD LAM-
BASTING.

N AID

OO! I could hardly believe my
ears.
Imagine workers toddling along
to the Specizl Branch and asking
their advice in the choice of a

trade-union secretary.
Well_, believe it or not, it h
pened in Port Elizabeth.

- They even had the race and sex
of the secretary worked ouf. too
—European female.
THEY DIDN'T GET HAT
THEY WANTED, BUT/IF THE
OTHER WORKERS Sf)AT ON

, Ly s
FOR 1IT.
® ISM
POLITICAL landuage appears
to have adonted another

word. A French politician the
other day spoke about “Fascists
and parachutigts.”

EXPULSIONS Supported

I wholgheartedly support the
action ¢f the ANC Transvaal
Working Committee for the expul-
ston Afrom the ANC of Messrs
Lebadlo and Madzunva, because
the/ourpose of the two gentlemen
iIS/to disrupt the entire movement
ot the ANC and furthermore, to
hange the existing constitution of
our organisation in ordersto suit -
their purpose. »

If dhe tWH gentlemen feel that . o
the ANC policy of collaboration -.
with other racial groups is wrong -
it is advisable for them to form
an organisation of their own in
which they will have the opportu-
nity to preach hatred, frustration.
racialism and other racial feelings.

Let u shave nothing to do with
these racialistic leaders and stand
firm behind our leaders who are
fighting for freedom, all irrespec-
tive of colour, race and creed.

South Africa is a common place
for those who live in it.

Mayebuye Africa.

JAMES J. MALIMARFE

Ficksburg, O.F.S.
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