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JEWISH community
lcaders in South Afnca
have expressed “disap-
pomiment” over state-
ments made by the
ANC's Youth League
(Ancyl), a deleganon of
which 1s on a fact-finding
mission to Israel.

The nauonal chairman
of the South African
Board of Deputies, Mr
Mervyn Smith. and the
chairman of the South
African Ziwonist Feder-
ation. Mr Abe Abraham-
son. described remarks
made by Ancyl spokes-
man. Mr Parks Mankah-
lana. as “harsh and one-
sided”.

“No recognition s
given 10 Israel {or being
the only democracy in the
Middle East and that Is-
rael was actively to pursu-

Ing peace.
“Thy sentiments ex-
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pressed are negative and
do not recognise the ¢omn-
plexities ol the current
Middle East situation”
the two leaders said in a

jiint statement,
The national director of

the SAJBD, Mr Seymour
Kopelowitz, said the An-
cyl visit to Israel was as
the initiative of the South
African Union of Jewish

Students and had the full -

support of the SAJBD.

It was hoped that, in

spite of difficuities, dia-
logue between the two
youth groups would con-
tinue.

A report from Tel Aviv
quoted Mr Mankahlana
as saytng Ancyl would not
support a visit by Mr Nel-
son Mandela to Israel at
the invitation of the Israe-
li Government, but would
not rule out a visit at the
invitanon of Palestnian
communinues in Israel.

Youth’s Israeli
stance ‘disappoints’

He also criticised [s-
rael’s refusal to speak to
the Palestinian Liberation
Organisation and cited al-
leged human nghts viola-
Lons against [srael.
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