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cly: reject _
..,Nauonal House*of Tradm t_1_a_ Leaders'- .

auc ¢
“Sentatives It argués that wherc the cbn.stltutlon
allocatés ‘a’ parucular sphere of government the™
re%ponmblhty to ® govem, Tthat' rcspon&b:hty
#¢annot be shared with traditional-leaders.”

. As far astraditional leaders are concerned,
that view effectively puts paid .to -any hope of
ending the stand-off between- the. Govemment
and themselves over the authority of amakhosi in
areas governed by, for example;elected munici-
pahue:-; .

~ Inkosi Mp:yezmtombl ‘Mzimela ‘of " the
 National House of Traditional Leaders said that
.while the document’ seemed 'to address their
issues at national ‘and provincial levels, there
appeared to be a glaring omission regarding the
institution’s role at local government level.

Traditional leaders saw red with the changmg
of new mummpal boundaries, which have since

Y
“Caddress our main’ pmblem ‘otherwise We are only
going'to be* playmg a s‘uppomve fole’fo the Tocal |

“wrgovernment structure. This matter has been drag: “f

..ging on and our members have urged the Gov--
ernment  to speed. ups the. .ﬁnahsatlon of the
proces‘r "Mzimela told:Sowetan: o~

“Local and Provincial® ‘Government anster‘ )

Sydncy Mufamadi, however, described the docu-

,ment as another milestone “towards. finalising a-
'comprehenswe pollcy on thc Lnsm:utmn (trad1~-

‘tional leaders)”.

He also said there was no doubt the draft
White Paper would go a long way towards
restoring the dignity of the institution of tradi-
tional leadership and ensuring “that it occupies

~ pride of place within the democratic system of

govemancc

: ‘We have bng.been argumg that as traditional .-
leaders wc -should form |
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Chiefs will l;;b? have ford_'_ e
"Xolan|XuﬂdM' i :

Pahnca!‘bo@spnnden )
GOVERNMENT made it clear yes-

terday that it would not bow to

pressure from traditional leaders’
to introduce 'a ‘ constitutional
amendment giving them powers
bestowed upon local govemmentf :

by the constitution.

A’ draft policy document re-"'_.
leased by Prummal and. Local"-vi :

Government | Minister Sydney.

‘Mufamadi makes it clear ' that

tradltwnal leaders, who almost

onsallon (011) 280-3501

083-264-5892 orfax (011) 280-3500

rupted the 2000 local go\rerr_l ;
ment elections because of this’is-""
' sue, will have to’ hve w1th theu: ;
current role.

traditional -
pmnteél butnotsurprised”.

" nance points out that SAisacon- ~ were taken away
stitutional state and the people " non " hé said
‘who voted in the 1994, 1999 and - "D'adiimnal

-system of governance., .
Reacting to. the deVelopment. ' selves how empty
Nkosi . Mpiyezintombi, Mzimela,  is, he said. | i
the ‘chairman of the Nalmnal ;

r powers reinstated

ders were dlsap- ' -'-neVer a govenmiﬁ'rt SA b
~“t has long been clear that
e goveminent has no intention of
. The draft white paper ‘on tra-* " reinstating the powers and func-
ditional  leadership and 'gover- - tions of traditional leaders which .
by the constltu-'

" al leadership and the state,"_ the
ders. would 5 L
- " 2000 elections voted for the new from now on engage their
“communities “to see for. .them- .

creature of custom’, may comple-

_ment} the role of govenunem in
_ruralateas -

'Iherefore;- there cannm be’
contestation * of authority be-
tween the institution of tradition-

document says
“The powers' ‘which’ u-admonal
leaders performed prior to 1994

_ were inconsistent with the consn
 tution, it says. .

e-mai! brm‘saﬂk.:- )dfm.crj.z:s

I)raft paper a ‘mllestone Page 2:
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“Political C‘urrespondenr

ROVINCIAL  and, Lor:a.l
'Government Minister Syd-:

ney Mufamadi_ describes*

the draft white paper on tradi-
uonal leadership and governance

“a milestone” in finalising ‘a:

comprehenswe policy .on tradi-
tional leaders. '

Certainty 'and clarity about
traditional leaders’ roles and their

functions will lead to the estab-"

lishment a framework for therr
remuneration;; [}

The independent comrmssmn'

for the remuneration of public of-
fice bearers has said this will not
happen untll this ' process is
finalised.” * /.

But judging by the content of
the draft white paper, released for
public comment - yesterday, it

" would seem that traditional lead-
ers find themselves between a

rock and a hard place. -

Since 1994 traditional leaders
have ' been battling ‘to' maintain
their apartheid gains. '

However, they have not man-
aged to wring any concessions
out of government. It now it ap-
pears government is. prepared to
press ahead and define the role of
traditional leaders in a democrat-
ic society whether or not they
participate in the process.

The paper, approved by cab-
inet, proposes ‘ far-reaching

aught betWe

of tradmonal leadership- like:

-callymotivated: =~ - -6

- islation such as tribal authorities
"and councils of chlefs should also
be scrapped.

'renamed community councils. /"
;1" These structures should allow”
for the' representation of women
‘and, at least; a third of their mem:
:bers should be women. i

changes i in the institution of tra- -
“ditional leadership in-line with

constitutionalimperatives.
For example, the paper calls
for the abolition of any structures,

paramount chiefs and:subchi
as' they ‘are” foréign:'and ' the
inttoduction: into* SA was polm

"

" Structures that wete* created .
by-apartheid and homeland legeal

“Tribal councﬂs that emsted
before colonialism based on cus-
tom should be established and

‘The document also says exist-.

.ing succession rules are in con-

flictwith the principles contained .
in the equality clause in the bill of

;nghts, and women should be al- .
dowed to ascend to the throne.

‘Traditional leaders will only be
remunerated until they'are 70, -
but if the community feels that he _
or she can continue, they should -

\approach provincial government.

Tl;_e white paper says it is the
vision of government to trans-
form and support the institution
so that it is brought into line w1th
constitutional principles

'democracy and equa.hty and so

'that it can represen:

mteres(s of comm

' /“Traditional - leadership 'and
SA s present democrati rder are;:

- not mutually exclusive.

“Traditional leadership Ly (0

funcrmn in a manner that em-

‘braces democracy - and  con- .
- tributes to the entrenchment of a

- democratic culture, thus enhan,
¢ ing its own status and stand.mg
-among people,” the paper notes. '

tom, ‘as it relates tothe institu-

tion, is transformed and a].lgned i1

«with the constitution and the bill
.. ofrights. .
" Sucll a transformahon exer-

NATIQNAL NEWS

changes’m lme with the constltuti
T ' _

g

'/ cise must ensure that.the institu-
.tion ‘responds to change, pro-.
.motes freedom, human  dignity
-and achievement of equality and
~_nonsexism, promotes and facili-
‘tates a strong relationship ' be- !
__tween itself and the
 spheres of government and mo-

dlﬂ'erent

blhses the rural people.
' The paper says the role of tra-

ditional leaders is to promote so-
* cial and economic ‘development,

~ The critical challenge facing
" both government and traditional .,
leadership is to ensure;that cus- . -

good governance and service de-

livery especially in rural areas.

It would achieve this by advis-
ing government in developing
policy and legislation that affect

< rural ,communities, and. partici-

pating' in: national and interna-

 tional, programmes geared to-

" wards'
" communities. 5 7

the ( eloprnent of rural
Traditional leaders wﬂl alsol

- have to participate in national

and provincial ‘initiatives meant
to ' monitor, review and evaluate

. government programmes in rural._
communities. :

They will also have to perform
ceremonial roles and serve as
custodians of culture, tradmon
and custom,

The paper says that traditional
leaders will also have to carry out
various functions in support of

.. government in areas of arts, cul-
_ ture, land, agriculture, health wel-

fare, acting as commissioner of
oaths, among others. These du-
ties can be assigned, delegated or
performed on anagency basis.

“The feeling is that this matter
be brought to a speedy finalisa-
tion and be put to rest.,

“Our, distinct unpressnon is

' that traditional leaders are ready
to partake in this process to de-

fine their role in matters of gov-
ernance,” says Mufamadi.

National House of Traditional
Leaders chairman iNkosi Mpiye-
zintombi Mzimela says the paper
is “(much) better” in areas where
it deals with the general transfor-
mation of the institution.

Says Mufamadi: “We have no
doubt that the draft white paper
will go a long way:towards restor-
ing the dignity.of the institution
of traditional leadership.” :




“ By CAROLHILLS

TRADITIONAL leaders involved -

in full-time, elected legislative
activities will have to be replaced
until their departure from active
politics, in terms of a Draft White
Paper on Traditional Leadership
and Governance,

The public has until November .

22 to comment on the long-awaited
draft, which was released in Pre-
toria yesterday by Provincial

Affairs and Local Government -
Minister SydnEY.qu;'::aqui.' ¢y

ance isneeded between the right of
traditional leaders to participate
in politics —~ many do in. their per-
sonal capacities as traditional
leaders - and the need for the insti-
tution of traditional leaders to con-
tinue to play a unifying role in
communities. ‘. R
. It stipulates that, should tradi-
tional leaders partic ipate,
full-time, in any level of elected le-
gislative structure, legal provision
will have to be made for the

appointment of someone fo act in
their stead until they are able to
resume their positions in tradi- -

The d_faﬁ’péui.t's' out thata bal-'

tional leadership structures on
leaving active politics. PR

1t determines that all tradition-
al leadership institutions are con-
stitutionally bound to observe cer-

tain principles and values, and “as

entities, should be non-partisan”.
Regarding the role of tradition-
al. leadership in governance, the
draft finds it cannot share with the
government the responsibility for

functions allocated to any sphefe

of the government.

‘But on matters of common in-
terest — development and planning
~ “co-operative relationships can
be established” and spheres may
delegate certain functions, where
thisisprovided forinlaw. = '

The Draft sets out a vision for
the institution of traditional lead-
ership, principles which should
guide the transformation process
and “high level policy positions”,
said Mr Mufamadi. S
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. Farlinmentary Reporter
CAPE TOWN — The Democratic
Party (DP) took a {resh swipe at
New Natlonal Party (NNP) leader
Marthinus van Schalkwyk yester-
day, accusing film of alfowing his
patty 1o be “chowed up and spit
ont™ by the Alrican Natlonal
Congress (ANC).

‘he level of Dbitterness be-

tween the two sides reached new
Iows with Democratic Party

- chiel whip Daviglas Ulhson acous-

ing Van Sdmkw’xk of haylng
hought  two ercedes-Bonz
seddans for his bodygunrds, while
Democratic Alllance (DA? lender
Tuny Leun “walked to hix bal-

1 tered car” during the recent local

governmenl eleclions.

“If he (Van.Schalkwyk) envis-
ages that the ANC/Cosalu (Con-
greas of SA-Trade Unlona)/SACP
(SA Communist Party) alllance
wlll do anything other than chew
him up and spit him out, he Is
more nalye that | thought.”

Man Sthalkwyk announced re-
cently thit he was conidering a
atrategle alllance with the ANC in
vernment.

Thig followed a war of words
between Leon ond Van Schalk-
wyk alter Leon moved to fire
Cape Town mayor Meter Marals
for alirged mismanagemenl.

Gibgon referred to Van Schalk- -

k's breaknway from the DA ps
"f pnn'p, zlﬂ-mg — the contor-
tlons of a political gymnast®,

"That gymnast 18 of course
our own Marthinus-van Schalk-
wyk, whose rent-a-principle, bor-
tow-nn-dea, ateala-policy ap-
pronch to politics Ja becoming
plain. (He) has managed to In-
tuee his (party) to lollow his

Y

esday, Octobér 30 2-001

‘will
i

L

T

spit

DP chlef whip Douglas Glheon
Plctuta: TREVON SAMION

lead,” Qlbsonsatd,
Reacting to Gibson’s altacks
on Van Schal , Renler Schoe-
man, the NNP's executive direc-
lor, said although the parly had
no Intention of becoming In-
volved In a "characler assasginn-
tion" campalgn, It waa “disa
pointed to note that Gibson conld
vnce agaln not avert this pitfall,
and that he spent most of his en-
ergy atlacking Van Schalkwyk
with untruths, ridiculous allega-
tions and over-imaginative con-

spiracy theorles®,
*“| am not going to dl'gnlly all
the untruths In Ulbson's state-

ment and remarks with detalled
responzes. (His) fabrication that
we are 'oln ng the ANC/Cosaly/
SACP alllance Is obviously fancl-
ful, shows a lack of undersiand-
ing of (first-year level) Polifical
Sclence 1 and is n desperale at-
tempt to divert attention from the
fact that the DP Is increasingly &
painting itsell into a small, rir M
wing corner a3 the lmgr,r white
volceof SA,” Schoeman said.

P. 18/21
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ANC, NNP
todiscuss
sharing

of power

Lekota to spearhead coalition talks
for all three spheres of government

Vuye Mvoke sllrle to allay l%;e %r:dog;ﬂ ml;llrl'-'
! A clllors wrgently should do "no dis-
Senior Polilcal Catrespondent o vice to democracy*, :

THE African Nattonal Congreas During last yenr's local gov-
(ANH leadership gave the go-  ernment elections, NNP counci)-
nhead yesterday for talks with  Jors stood on a DA licket. With
tite New Natlonal Party (NNI'), the NNP's withdrawal [rom the
opening the way to sharing pow- DA, many could lose thelr seats if
er In all three spheres of govern-  they [ollow Van Schalkwyk.
ment,. which would radically nyama sald the ANC de-
change the face of SA politics, cided yesterday that a speclal
But the’NNP"s nnxlous town  committee Jed {1 Justice Minls-
counclliors will tave ta walt to  ter Penuell Maduna and his salely
.| see whether they can leave the  and securlty counlerpart, Steve
fractured Democralle Alllance Tshwete, would look at changes
(Dl%wlthout fosing thelr seals, to the law required for DA coun-
18 m:x:lalam:e by ANC lead-  clllors to defect to the NNP while
era of the idea of forming coall- ueq‘%; retalning thelr geats,
tions with the NNP at national ® ANC Is inlon |
provinclal and municipal lev that the councillors should be al- |
came a3 the mudglinging between  lowed time to make up their
the lormer DA allles reached new  minds over who they would like
h:lz‘iphls. Democratie Party chief to follow,” Ngonyama sald. "Ev-
w
NNP.

Douglas Gibson accused erything musi be done rly.
A er - Matthinug * van,; People!shvud by m IK:.
-} 8ch -of nllowlnﬂ hig phrty it ]:h‘pnlm.‘-. T
"to be *c! up and apat but*s M Lakold; ! It thé'rh M
by the ANC. NNP executive direc-  would Lake the talks lgrwird with ©
tor Renler Schoeman countered  “svery clear mandate”,
that Gibson spent most of hisen- . Negollations would not be
ergy aftacking Van Schalkwyk aboul and poaitions™ but
with “entfuths, ridiculous allegs-  principlas, a inslsted,
tions and over-Imaginative con- d whatever the outcome of |i
splracy theorles™. talks between the fwo pmlu_'f.
Vesterday, at ANC headquae-. .. any. - "ec-operation gt i
ters In Johangesburg, ANC chalrWould have 1o bat In such
man Mosiuow Lekota brieled hid ;& ﬂy.,( it IMMLI ¥ \
perty's itional working comimt- . o the it {HAANC from
et oh the “explordtory” talkd he"\thd ate it Bbtained !
held with the NNP alter Van 1999 elections through Its near:
Schalkwyk announced the sus- - twodhirds majority, "* Wi
pension of Its participation in the Van Schalkw{l mheanwhile, Is
allinice, ANC spokesman Smuts  preparing himself for meetings of
Ngonyama sald afterwards that  councillors and NNP structures
the cominittes had declded ev- (o explain the declslon to with-
erything would be done lo ensure  draw from the DA, and the pos-
the, ANC was “sensitive” to the sible consequiences of e move,
NNP's “dilemma”. However, the
ANC leadership also naldthelinte  ANC‘will chaw NNP": Page 2
Timits imposed by the NNP'g de- Letters: Page 12
1" 2 (]
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