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ANC REACTION TO THE INTERIM REPORT OF THE
GOLDSTONE COMMISSION INVESTIGATION INTO TRAIN VIOLENCE

The ANC finds some of the findings of the Committee looking into tain
violence both disturbing and alarming. it is an outrage that the statistics
of the incidents of violence kept by the police are incomplete due to what
the Committee calls “routine destruction of records”. How is it possible
that records of serious and unsoived crimes are “routinely destroyed”?

This can only be interpreted as action to hide the nature of the train
violence and who is responsible.

The destruction of records, inadequate investigations or gathering of
evidence on train attacks has resulted in very few cases being brought to
court, and even fewer cases of successful prosecutions. The Committee

views the situation as “unsatisfactory and disturbing”. The resultant loss
of faith in the administration of justice, also identified by the

Committee, concerns the ANC equally. This is another typical example of
the crime of omission on the part of the state and its agencies.

The Committee has also identified the 27 hostels along the rail system
and adjacent to townships as a definite factor in the train violence. Since
the IFP has repeatedly claimed the hostels as their strongholds,
particularly when arguing against their closure, the political

responsibility for the actions of hostel dwellers must rest primarily with
it.

The Committee has conciuded that the carrying of weapons in public,
including on trains, has contributed to the fear, intimidation, death and
destruction on the trains. The incidents of arms-wielding |IFP supporters
at Isando Station resuited in black and white passengers frantically

disembarking from a train clearly illustrates the connection between
weapons carried in public and train violence.

The report of the Committee should convince the IFP of the need to stop

its supports from carrying weapons in public, and to accede to the banning
ot such weapons in public. Furthermore, this report provides the
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government with additional reasons, if any were needed, why it should
immediately phase out hostels and ban the carrying of weapons in public.

The Committee must, in spite of the difficulties it cites in this interim

report, pay particular attention to points (b) and (c) of its terms of
reference. The fack of public opprobrium directed at those who perpetuate

violence has the same effect as the failure of the administration of
justice - it tells the perpetrators of violence that they can get away with

their crimes.

Issued by the Department of Information and Publicity
PO Box 61884

Marshalltown 2107

29 July, 1992




door ot both government and business which have, in concert, intimidated

and threatened reprisals against people whose only voice is that of
peaceful, public protest.

The ANC remains firmly committed to a campaign for peace and democracy
that is both peacetul and disciplined. We will do all in our power to ensure

there Is no violence. Failure of govemment and business to do likewise has

created deep-rooted reactions within our people that will scar our society
for a long time to come.

Issued by:

Department of Information and Publicity
PO Box 61884

Marshalltown 2107

30 July, 1992
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