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FULL NAME &\200\224 Michael John Elliott
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Bern in London, England on the 30th June 1A¥4,
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England ain 2741. During this period we had limited exposure ta

Native Canadian groups, namely the BLACKFOOT.

a
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including Art.

Apprenticed and worked as an Aircraft Fitter in the Reyal Air

Force until A eee cat VCH ae ES Ince atc NL trees feechect ouel Calm [T) eerste Csr men
el In Gael nl me Detar

when I came to South Africa.

During my residence her
Aircraft, Hydraulics, Dies
Finally tuality Assurance.

Les Puen pres ecco meet fa CHNTT Cy Ursin elurtea aN Tir teem Tr
2) and then into sual a ty, Control and

My art development started with a = year period in the Diamond
Risener cl Sam cst ese Tee FTA (Td Ae Geta I have always had oan
interest ain different cultures and was sketching the Gwamboa &
Ravange that worked on the mine.

Trips to Keetmanshoop & Luderitz layed the foundations af my
deep interest in the San. Many of the local peaple are of mixed
Bhoikhod CHottentot) & San (Bushman) blood and, whilst appalled
at the conditacuns they lived in, was captivated by the strong
gsacial bends that existed within the communities.



My art developed slowly until 1984 when I first visited a
traditional San graup in Batswana. My painting then became a
means of cammunicating my increasing knowledge & respect far
this culture toa other people.

In v6 1 became a full time Artist, dividing my time between

painting and visiting several San groups thraughsut Southern
Africa. I have been informally involved in several assistance
programs including the TROMANT at Kuruman, the EWA in

Batswana, the UU/WASI in Namibia and the VASKELA & HBAKWENGO
based near Kimberley.

The focus of my interest is the relative harmony that exists

within the more traditional groups and, historically, the few
instances of symbiosis that existed between the San and the

Xhosa, Sethe, Tswana and Eurepean peaple. This harmony goes

beyond A» cultural interaction. ICONS ede biel cnnene | Uli hi seattle
enviranment, effectively utilizing without destraying.

Within this there are lessans For our future in South Africa.
Threaugh cammunication and mutual respect we may find a pattern,
Within which each of us benefit.

IT have no formal art training (apart from school) and have had
no Solo exhibitions.



The Painting 4\200\224 A STORY OF DIVERSITY AND FUSION
Fusion is mat necessarily a dilution or ailoying of Gul tures

Diels 4a banding of elements that retain their respective
strengths whilst creating mew and exciting characteristics,

(in a mechanical sense, like a Bi-Metalic rod)
People within this cauntrysa\200\231 tremendous diversity have their
foots, their heritage, which many hold dear. In this diversity

lies unbounded appoartunity through fusion.

Surely the route we must take is toa develop a spirit of mutual
Understanding and respect.

There is mo limit to our potential once we have mastered the
Fusion that will result from this interaction.

It is this potential that we must grasp together.
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