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made 111) at vi9ilantes, teachers, trade1s

1’ etc, leavano one untainted.
.. While[10111r1in9 in its implications,

$1911alMessageForm

 

the structures within the National Seen:’i'
‘[ity Management System

Minister, the objective of the
1...}r NSMS was to'defeat the revolutionaries.

and. mgain ,the (politicaliinitiat1ve"  

 

   

  

 

  

  

In'ties 9f the intricate security manage- =

ment structures spawned toI achieve the

‘ ' ?NSMS's 0b1ective'2' ' .

-'-"the need to restore law and order and‘,‘

. ‘the need to implement socio--ec0-

a-nomic‘1ef01m before any political

.-, retonns
This implied that security action and

'social reform would haveto run their

cou1se before palitical reform could be

implemented. Superficially, these objec-

tives seemed legitimate for any govem-

[nentto pursue“; 2... -

 

In South. Africa'5 .case,however,the' ,3

,.[implicatians were chilling. What flawed 2
-f[9m this broad bn‘ef given to the securi-

ty management system were assassina-

tions, detentions, vigilante violence and

the silencing of popular leaders. ‘ A-

All the time, the structures of the:-

NSMS remained independentof the cons

_ stitution and were therefore not

‘accountable to parliament
Despite its constitutional indepen-

dence, the NSMS remained organicallygj

 

 

at its apex.
The SSC brought together the most

ihiportant cabinet ministers and the

_3,,1'11“”:TT‘HT:[tittx"H”‘H’IMI'I'T'ffif'ff‘f’ffi’i

The si9'na‘l message tormthat
turned out to' be the ‘death warrant.

for the eastern Cape activists was
first sentanonymously to
Transkei’s Major-General Bantu;

Holomisa. In the letter beIow,Ahe'

chilling message to the Transkei's

director 0f-military intelligence. '
~.,-3.'

TO: DIRECTOR OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

Lt Col Ndzwayiba-I 9

FROM: MINISTER OF DEFENCE: Maio[ General

8. HolorInisa:5-
  

TOP seats:uOCUMENT1NWPOSSESSION

Please find attached hereto0 copy of, the self- ‘

explanatory memorandum in Afrikaans. This doc-

ument was amongst the opened mail for my

attention without a covering note. I tried to [each

the acting cammander of the TOP, Brig. T.T

Matanzima but I was told that he_has already left

his affice for the Easter Weekend.

My Observations:
This'is a copy ot'a si9nIal message tram the Eastern

province command t0 state secun'ty council Preto-

ria, sent bySeniot St0¢ Off[ger Intelligence, _Lt. I.

Du Plessis. ‘ -
This message was transmitted 011 7th lune 1985

throngh the Eastern Province Command Signal

Unit in Port Elizabeth and signed by Du Plessis

whose extension telephone number was 112. This

signal message was for the perso

the security personal holding a key position in the

state security council.

.1111! innuwyflueigaekmm
to a telephone con- I-l

' [Acoimtrys securitychiefs ,4 .A. .

 

.., :5 ....

Iily loaded With SADEpersannel - itesti3 9proposed the,permgnent I I I

  

  

    

 

1F
1“?:the incumbent heads at the v0rious divi-

141:1
Twp basic prindples guided the activi-1.1.}

  

  

could beinitiated. 'gi

 

linked to the government, with the SSC ,‘

finance and justice ministexs. 3

 

   

 

en_t membersat theSSC are at all times

ions of the SADFThis includes the

Director of the Natianal Intelligence

Service, Neil Barnard until recently, the

commissioner of police, chief of the

security police, the director of security

legislation and the director-general 0f

the office of the state president were also

permanent members of this supreme
epmmand structure '

'3 What is clear from this is that, of the

security officials. .
Thecauncil is[nown 19 have met

everyfartnighton Mahdays, a daylA,
before cabinet meetingon Tuesdays. . s

Between lune and July of 1985, at the

height of the political resistance in the

eastern Cape, the SSC is known to have

,_ met in Port Elizabeth on several occa-

SiOflS

t least one SSC meeting, attend.
ed by PW Botha, Pik Botha and
FW de I(lerk is known to have
been convened shortly before

'I the crucial lune 7 Signal Message,

which proposed the assassinations, was

sent to the secretariat 0f the council

Thecsecretariat represents one of fouir I

pillars of the SCC and is known to con-

duct the day-ta-day attain of the securi-

tycouncil. e 1 .A . 9
Personnel far the secretariat are

drawn fram the SADF, foreign affairs

[ind NlS.
According to the Africa Confidential

0f 8 Iuly, 1987, the secretariat was heav-

Its regular members were the State '
President as chairman, defence, foreign

mates that 70 percent of the secretariat's

_ , staff were drawn from the defence farce.

' affairs, constitutional development, '

. Included were a number ofpolitically 3

f important ministers such as FW de

A:Klerk, cunfent chairman of the SSC_.;'

Securityaffidals regarded as perma-'

AngionhilMC's.‘ it is iinpoitqiit to locate .21 chief 0f staffof thesAp[,ch1er,s 0f the ‘
army, navy, ail’fOI'Ce and medical ser-.
- vices.

onceived in 1978 with the elec~

tion of PW Botha as Nati9nal..2
Party leader and then Pfime‘M

I523 permanent members of the $$ch - .v "
excluding the state p1esident3 12_ weteI‘

' tEKIDI

' tion.. . .

, It is nowa kn9wn fact that the SSC
_ Whatis certain, 1 Aih e 1 i

'upward{tom Van!Deriwesmmngwg

Some of its maioi' responsibilities were
to interpret intelligence, formulate strata
egy and in fact, m01109e the secar'ty,

. managementsystem.1 W '1

Implementation of strategy is diffused
and occurs through at least 13 [ritercIe-‘
‘partrnental committees, coveringalmost

 

every field of activity 9f the stateThese
include)manpaw 11th and civil
defencecommittees F345‘1
Alth9u9h implementation of strategy

occurs through these committees, the

Ioint Management Centre network, with
its 509 or so mgional, district and local
management centres, is the lifeblood of

the NationalSecurity ManagIsImgigifiI!

 

  

   

    

  

4..

activities of the SSC secretariat

above it. There'areallin all 11

.~ regional lMC’s, each I[10119
1119 toanSADF command?-rW“ *

ing infonnation aboutpolitical activists

and their organisations, identifying

: their places of work and abode 05 well
as their movementsand'links3'5:

This inf9rmation, togetherWithanal-

.: ysis and proposais, is fed upwards to the
SSC via thesecurity

3 The SSC in tu[n cIli9ests this informa- I' .
z tion and formsasecuyity profile. This
, infohns its decisions on haw to respond I
to 'a given set of conditions and instruci ~

council's secretariat.

tions are then sent do'wn through the

secretariat I19 the IIMC's far implementa-

‘ .had during its meetings in the Eastern

Cape, given the instruction for every-

this order that, the Eastern ape]MC,
angler Van der Westhuizeh’s leommand.

' tariat, it must be assumed.9nthebasist
_of the line of command[[1 the$3110;

7] the council, ch11

V'eauld be narroweddawneven .
one of (our function0i99911111112610;

 

 

his IMCAnetwork‘mwdmetes111:2".2.2:.

90-9101th th [[1 lame ti
And itis likely that it111mg this leveI-f ‘..‘ ed 5i P am953“; s.

. that the piraposal for theassassmqtlon ’
‘9f the Cradoek leadeis,Wastahceived. ’

These IMC's are[esponsible {0:63gather- A,:_SSC

.I SSC as the Cabinet Committee on Secu-

‘: IMC's th[0ughthe paiice andmilitant .. l"
.' intelligence representatives ' ' 1'

thing to be done to bring the situation rent 91‘qu 0f {49“.0f ""1”“

_ in the eastern Cape 11111121 [20111101.And

it washih 911115111111quhiggsptheto IA,
‘ I considered culpable in theWWW _' -"

  society" of Goniwe 0nd Calata-Te ‘2; ':
Given the fact that both leadets were

killed within three weeks of the IMC'S.
pmposal being made to the SSC

   
  
      

   

  

  

 

   

       

  

 

  

  

  
    

 

   

fired hi!-Fit! 3951151..
intact sanctionedthe91999:“ .
The probable origin 9! the P1090191;

 

Committee. v

This was known to be the [epressive

arm of the National Security Manage-
ment System. It acted on the informa-
tion gathered by the Intelligence,‘

ommmee. . .. . 1.

Staffed by operatives from the riat _-; :

police, security branch officers, [nilitary -_‘
officers, officials of the municipal police.'.~- ‘ AA

commando and civil defence 1,1113% 11,

security strategiestagrnutated bythe

s
A- 1.; 21....

The security Corinnittee wasostensibly

scrapped when De Klerk renamed the

      
retariat at the

rity and [efashioned the IMC's as the .
joint Co-ordinating Centres. '

A question that remains unanswered

is which structure of the [MC executed ‘-

the order to kill the leagus 9119; the .1

prbposal was approved bythe secretan'! ' '
g at instructions in. harry out the oI[der to

kill could have99ne down to anyone of ' I‘I

a number of stractuifgs$11;th [9Am . A .

  

  

 

us 391,,th " "
 

  3-2.;.15, .

gence, associated with the Natianal

’Security Management system. must‘he

    

 

assassinatians in I1I9B§III

 

2'. .. sation between General Van Rensburg and himself

: communicates the documents.

91111112. . ' .i‘:::::A‘Ali1'..,3.._

rsonal attention of

General van Rensburg who was probably one of-

    

 

111111111119:. -

    

 

   

  

  

 

  

  

    

  

 

  

       

versation between General van Rensb919 0110

Brigadie1V.D. Westhuizen on 7 lune 1985.1“ can't

stillremember _cartectly, Brigadier V.D. West-w

huizen was the; Camrnander of the Easte[n

Provincecommand at the time. A‘

It is clear_ that8119 VD. Westhuizen called 1.. Du

Plessistoconfirm1n writing the telephonic conver-

~-. use$011121 The RSA government hasFEW '

..119111 deniedits 'complicity in perpetratian of 11193:... ,,

Iatracities. The10b0f the politicians concerned has
  

- ~5.7m- RECOMMENDATIONS .. . -

1. Bring this to the attention at the c0m1nande11;;3.

'the TDF Brig ‘IT Matanzima on his return f[0[n-v',3

the Easter Halidays.

:-.- hence th1s written signal message. A

. The most striking aspect of this signal message

A is para 3 which categorically states the urgency for '

the PERMANENT REMOVAL OF MATTHEW

GONIWE, MBULELO GONIWE AND FORT

CALATA from the c0mmunity.MMatthew Goniwe

has taught in Transkei for a number of years; he
2 Because of the sensitivity of the matter,it

should be 'brou'ght to the attention of political

taught at Ngqamakwe and at Holomisa Senior.2£40[ga[1isations and lawyers for Human Rights to;

. SecondaIy School, Mqanduli. He was well known their scrutiny as well as the RSA president. Hope~ '

in Transkei and hismysterious deathin Port Eliza- fully he was not a member of the state secitri

bethjyitghhggehasgreased intense concern up to .41 council at the time. i - - -

this movementhere and beyond our borders .- 2:1" N” 's:

' I daubt‘very [finch if 14 days passed after this

signal message was written before the Goniwe and

Calata were tan d dead. The commemoration ofA‘

their death alwa takes placein lune

Godolozi, Hashe and Galela had disappeared

and people are eager to know the mysteriouscir-

cumstances surronding their vanishing. The signal

message para 4 envisages a wide reaction which

. can assume national proportions, in view of the

- importance of these persons, especially Matthew

Goniwe,s_should they dissapear like Godolpzi, '

3. If youconcur with these recommendatians, [‘1

will immediately. dispatch this informationto
these bodies and persons. It is hoped that political:-
organisations will learn the lesson of avoiding.

reliance on the state for the investigation of pqiiti-IA '
cal murders inwhich itis deeply [nvoivect

Finally I w91ild Iike to state Clearly thatthew-A .A ' '

attached copy seems to have been detached from .

files in South Africa. There Is no doubt that it is .

the first copy (1 of 1 pages) of the original ‘~  
AI Hashe and Galela (PEBCO officials) Iteactlon of‘Ai-stamped on 7-15-85 at Eastern Province counsel$993: if

. leftist politicians like Molly Blackburn Protest in I nalIanit,cornmun1cation gentreRE. 11.-:, A I;

’ the case of Oscar Mpetha in sympathy (with his ‘2 " “'5?231‘s 3"? ’ :21 . "353:1? '- ..‘i3.19121 s

arrest). 'Kindly advise ‘ , . I . I, . . II , 2, -' 1

There is no doubt that the physical elirnination (H.BI.yHolornisa) Maj.Gen " ‘ - -: " ‘ ; “3"“ -

of Goniwe and Calata was approved at the high- -
3

est echelons of the state security council compris- Conirnents: I read the memo and the contents9f 3 1

ing President P.W. Botha, General Malan, Mr A,- the signal. I fully endorse the suggested actions.|.. 4.

Adriaan Vlolt Mr Pik Botha, the commissioner of I’ll brief the cormnander when he an‘ives. ‘ . 'f

‘ police, the chief of the SADF and the head of ..11. - , . .. . 1: i ,3

National Intelligence Services. M.NDZWAYIBA
.

I hope that I have operl translated the con- “ DIRECTOR MILITARIYIIFNII’ELIJGE ! 3 '5 '.;

te btithésigxfi'ahg'ssugefromiMrikuuhsimtd‘si MI‘111111111111:vunfifléi
ifififi... _.



 

  
  

 

   
  

     
  

     

 

     

 

    

   

     

Culturc .O Conjnmexittio People 0 :' ?:Prolitichs

rO...O00......9‘.’000
0’00009000QOOOQO

l‘y'

3‘ here ts” little douht thin" the
,State Security Council (SSC),
the central command structure ,

   

System (NSMS), has been and remains -

t

State Security Council .- inside and outside South Africa; '

Chaired by the state president, it includes senior Cabinet ministers responsible for foreign affairs.

defence, law and order and finance. (Meets every two weeks) T‘tnation t 0f political “CfiVis-ts' that has 1
' been‘heaped on the SSC, now refash-

ioned as the Cabinet Cgmmittee on
Security, has been little more than a
product of careful speculation and

- analysis. ‘ . ~ -‘ 2
, ; And the failure to progress beyond

' accumulating circumstantial evi-,

dence has ena led the government to

  

the numerous political killings. -

Until this week, the state remained

safel cocooned in its web of secrecy,

   

  

'Ceetots-genetalofalldepanetents‘ ‘ «, ,. .._ -- q- _: t- j . ‘ ~ K, ; fl .tionfifmntaining the deathwarrantiomwo 'pgomt-

‘ ‘ “ ' - nent eastern Cape civic leaders, Matthew Goniwe‘

. and Fort Caluta, has come imp the, Pgssess'ton of

JOINT LIAISON FORUMS ; ' I " NEWNATION.‘ 1"»
we, 9

REGIONAL JOlNT MANAGEMENT

 

Marked for the personal attention of .4 General

Van Rensburg, the proposal was communicated to

. Bukimmmttwu; ‘ _ . . L - ' _ _ _

‘ 1') VclkmMSecwity) 2)BéntkuttflPfllttMlecuMfid and social . . 2 . the secretariat ofthe 55C "1 Pretono-

‘ - 3) KmMm (munmntcnflmm) 4) 61K (Wemoetm) v - ‘ Three WFEKS «later bemeen lune 29 at“! My 3.

LOCAL MANAGEMENT CENTRE ’ ‘ - {SWOSHMIIImmmlms-atltéullmlsgtctiflnOpptoxknatei nwlocal ,1 ' 19§5. Gonlwe, Calata and two fellow octhIsts trav-

Headed by SAP station comrmnderand ‘ , ntmmgimfity , ’ » fl . : i .. , 7 _ -‘ . , ' 3231?;“Wu;:giuntléusypggggegdkonto and §1celo

SADFcompanycanmander.mese
‘

Although Van der Westhuizen, Van Rensburg

5) GEK {htafigeucm
4)GOS(Jomtoperaticns) . » . mlN|.J0|N‘f mmamgmWNmE‘a‘tSSO) .

3233;341:383 ofjurlsdxctlon 0‘ ,
and Du Plessis are the only security officials directly

I ' ‘
implicated in the Signal Message Form, the line of

‘ ' ~ culpability goes much further. .1 r. . -

'An analysis of the line of command, which

stretches down from the state president, as chairper-

son of.the SSC, to Community Liaison Femms,

  

   

 

. COMMUNITY LIAISQN FORUM ' . i . Gr on mateflalln tho ' ‘

Incorporates chmches. youth gnoups. neighboulhood assocwtlons. ‘ ‘ , Atneal at: the End at the Eiightios _ Polio]

vaguames. tmdevs. sports clubs. interest groups. joumahsts. op‘mion- ‘ . , _ Perspeaives 1989' published by the Centre for

makas. shebeen—ownets. curttual gtoups. moderate political ' Pouq Studles. Graduate School of Business

organisations teachets etc.
Admintstraflon. University ot the Witwaterstand

 

   

  

    
    

 

   

  InfacelheNation,wespeak ‘ .V ' ’ PickofthéWeek—Wfi ’.

toSmnSbflowaassistmIt . , ‘ identifitbesoumeof . bamdyemmm

I
. ‘wbitebegemorgytbat;

' . . Mpblsarevieluof .

mtbefimmoftbeauimme t? _ zoomhmestomargmab‘seblack ’ . mmofaNewAWm

 

  
beaveentbeANcma’andeatu ,' 'tbeatv'etalermphtstlJeTnerndal- ” fowsonmmmsialmb

aswmtmvmdsbzteflmnde. ' mlewedandCuthorner.I : pmvfightHamIdeter. 
 

a 3 of the National Security Management .

at 'the centre of violent destqblisqtipn .y‘,

But much of blame for‘the assassi; -

rebut allegations of its Culpabtlity in _ I

‘ NATIONAL .1323}???NAGEMENT .» ' b ~V ‘ ‘i * ' 7'» ‘ ”i a Qwhic has fertified by the lack of doc: 4

l‘ __ t ‘ _ChairedbydeputyministerotLawandOrder.it ‘ 1";‘1; . _ J , ‘ . > V. ‘ “?;lgfniiiglgfgfimnw Co..nc;1ggc.m;enm2

And for the first time since the milita intelli-

CENTRES (11)
, ' gence‘ and the security police gained oscerrz‘lency in

W: ‘ : The securi! committees ac! the management of state security, there is unques-

”Jointintetfigencecommittee . ‘ ‘. as the (eprctlssive arm of the 'NTERDEPARTMENTAL tionable proof of the state's hand in the assassina-

‘ 'fldohtopemflonaloenfies - I ' Regional Joint Management COMMMEES “3’ » tion‘s.

3)Communications committee .. 1 ‘T Committee 5_ It ,5 may mm ,1 Each 0! the13 committees deals with a t ‘ Part of the evidence that has come to light,-is in

' 4)Constituti0t\al.sodalandeconomic , 1 1' was me m519,” Cape secumy , specific area otState Security Council the form of an official “Signal Message form" con-

ommflflm-i; J _ , , .-" com n“, me that W3 5 ”,9 functions that invotves more than one 1 mining the proposal to eliminate Q3331 9nd Cala-

QWWQ. " ‘ "1 ‘ " ' ; source of me signal message department: ' g m- ’- ' ' ’ E’? ' 5;,

tom, recommendan me ”Manpower 2) Security torces 3) Civil _ ~ »' Originating from the security committee of the

execution of your ea 5mm defence 4)Transpon 5) Security Eastern Cape loint Management genne. t}: Shana]

Ca 9 actiwsls. 6)Nationalsu plies and tesources . Messq Form, contains an unqm iguous ut ill-

SUB'JO'NT MANAGEMENT p 7) Governmerft funding 8)National E '- ing prgeposal — Goniwe and Calata must be perma-

‘ CENTRES (60) . . . . economy 9) Telecommunications and ; nently removed from society. (1 ' ed‘ ‘ ' ’ '

Sub-cunmttees:
etectricalpowersupply tO)Sdenceand { ‘The Signal Message Form, 0t lune 7. WhiCh

t) Veikom (Secumy) JOINT LIAISON FORUMS technotogy tt)Community services , . . details a dialogue between a General Van kensburg ’

2)Semkom{PoMicel.economic and . 12) Culture 13) Politica| affairs 1 of the SSC secretariat and the then Commander of

soda: ' ' _ . a ' the Eastern Cape loint Management Centre,

3)Komkom(Conmmnications,
, - - ‘ Brigadier CP van der Westhuiaen, was signed by an

L du Plasis. A '
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