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UNI VERSI TY OF FORT HARE

HOMWARD PI M LI BRARY

ARCHI VES SECTI ON

PROGRESS REPORT

ON THE PROCESSI NG OF ANC ARCHI VES

1. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

This report covers the activities of the Archives Section since
records were transferred to the library fromthe Centre for
Cultural Studies in February 1995 - October 1996.

1.2 ACCOVMODATI ON

The Library had prepared a roomto accompdate the nasses of the
ANC Ar chi ves.

1.2.1 EXTENSI ON OF THE LI BRARY

The deposit of the archives in the library neant that the space
requirenents for the extension of the University Library were
urgent. The present building was constructed to house library
hol di ngs, and not the archives in the past.

1.2.2 OBJECTI VES OF THE EXTENSI ON

A six-storey building is planned with three floors for the
library and three for the archives. The facilities will be used
by both the library and the archives sections. The archives
section is intended to house about 20 million of the Liberation
Movenents, university records donations and private archives.
The building will al so accommpdate nonprint materials.

2 ORGANI SATI ON AND PROCESSI NG

The two archivists, M R Kukubo and M M Maanoe were depl oyed at
the Centre for Cultural Studies and the Library respectively in
April 1995. One archivist would work in one departnent and at
the end of that week exchange with the other. This pattern of
work was maintained until 1 July 1995 when M Kukubo was
permanently assigned to the Centre for Cultural Studies and M
Maanmoe to the Library. ’

Not all the materials transferred to the library were processed.
"Most of themwere fromthe ANC school in Tanzania - Sol onmon
Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege (SOVAFCO and sone fromthe ANC offices
there, nanely Mdrogoro and Dar Es Sal aam The other entities
were fromthe ANC London Education Conmittee.

Before the transfer of the materials fromthe Centre for Cultura
Studi es, already a renarkabl e progress was visible. The
materi al s which had been arranged in approximately 25 cl asses
were processed by physical renoval of papers fromthe box files
and neatly placed in folders. The original titles were witten



on the new fol ders. Were the original file cover was torn or

| oose the perusal of the contents led to the construction of a
suitable title.

The processed materials were placed in boxes, nunbered and

| abel | ed tenmporarily. Because not all were sorted, the process
had to be continued in the new custody - the Library. The boxes
were neatly arranged on shelves by departnment of/or origin, At
the end of 1995 the follow ng were identified:

35ar chi ve groups

5531 contents

total of 835 boxes

This was mainly the consi gnment from Tanzani a (21/09/92).

The next step was to prepare an inventory or prelimnary
descriptive list for each and every itemin each box. This
exerci se had been done before and after the transfer. Few of
these lists have been word-processed and others -are stil
awaiting a simlar process.

be subject to further editing and/or check for verifications of
financial and other commitnents. Additionally, as it has not yet
been establi shed how extensive the records go, it would have been
i nadvi sable to weed out records at this stage. Consequently
there are several duplicates of records should have been weeded
out. These records will be appraised as soon as a decision is
made, accordingly.

The prelimnary processing has reveal ed the nature of the
SOVAFCO, Dakawa, Morogoro, Dar Es Sal aam Lusaka and London
records. Approximately 50% deal with_ personal details of
(ex)exiles, their social life, marriages and divorces, births and
deat hs, education and training, census of exiles, defections from
the nmovenent as well as infiltrations, seCurity, health, teacher
and student affairs, discipline, politics,

vol unt eers/ expatri ates, NGOs, UN, AAM | abour progranmes, wonen,
yout h and sport.

the coll ection.

3 PICTORI AL AND PHOTOGRAPHI C MATERI ALS

These have been sel ected and set aside for processing at a | ater
date as nost of the photographs have no caption for
identification. What is proposed here is that people who are
fam liar with these photographs woul d be approached to assist in
i dentifying them

4 LI BRARY BOCKS

Dupl i cates have been renoved and place in carto#ns. The

remai nder of the core stock is in the process of being re-
accessioned after which it will be processed in the usua
professional |ibrary manner and put at the disposal of the users.
Sine the archives library is not a lending library but a



reference library, the ANC library stock .will be treated
accordingly. Already 523 library stock have been processed and
awai ting a book plate fromthe ANC. The stock that has been
processed has been inter-shelved and avail able for use. There
are 1317 books still to be processed.

5 ARTI FACTS

A prelinmnary sort of the artifacts was undertaken and indivi dua
items put into boxes and large folders in accordance with the
size of the docunments. The containers were |abelled and

arranged on shelves. There is still much work remaining to be
done.
6 SECURI TY

Security is at the noment adequate. An al arm system was
installed, the external doors were provided wi th burglar bars and
heavy duty | ocks and all other doors were provided with extra

| ocks. The mmi ntenance office will soon enclose all custody of
the archives for extra security neasures.

7 SHELL HOUSE

In Cctober 1995 and. the first quarters of 1996 the library
recei ved archives from Shell House. The archives consisted of

14 ANC m ssions abroad and 7 ANC i nternal departnents.

Docurents were |listed and. placed in records storage boxes,
nunbered and | abel | ed. The boxes were neatly arranged on the
shel ves al phabetically according to the m ssions and departnents
identified.

The contents were rechecked and some had no covering dates; these
were allocated to them The folders were then marked with both
serial and box nunbers as access neans. Every folder is being
coded with the nane of the originating departnment and into/onto
the archives storage boxes.

The audi o-vi sual collections, e.g. video tapes, cassettes,
slides, Ips, and films were isolated fromthe actual records and
arranged on shelves according to the departments of origin
(foreign m ssions)

' The periodicals and journals were sorted, coded and arranged into
archives boxes. Sonme of these bulletins were initially labelled
m scel | aneous, but this changed with re-checking and
rearrangenent.

Al the 7 ANC originating departnent records of apprximtely 99
contents of the classes of records have been processed; 8 out

of the 13 foreign mssion records with 1086 contents have al so
been processed and; 99 audi o-visual collections have al so been
processed.

It has al so been di scovered that some foreign mssion records



fromthe non English speaking countries bear docunments with the
| anguages of those countries. In. sone instances there are
English versions, but not in all of them This applies to both
print and non print entities. This then nmeans that there will
be a need in future to have these docunments translated into

The nature of the materials is as follows:

archi ve papers, periodicals and journals, posters,

menor abi | i a, audio-visuals, slides, awards, fl ags,

el ection

canpai gn posters, and phot ographs.

8 ACCESS

Prior to official opening of the ANC archives on 17 March 1996,
the access neans were already in place. These are: Archives
Pol i cy, Archives Regul ations, Archives C earance Forns,
Descriptive lists, Visitors Book, Records Requisition Forns,
Accenssi ons Register, Archives Section Labels, and Copyright.
From the nature of records indicated under 2.7 SOVAFCO
collections in particular) care was exercised prior to the
opening up of records for research purposes. This had to be
done in order to strike a bal ance between genuine desire to have
the University of Fort Hare. Hence, their sort, analysis and
selectivity were first contacted here at UFH Consequently, sone
records of sensitive nature had to be isolated from other
docunents pending their perusal and recomendati ons by the ANC
This process is done in order to guard agai nst m suse, abuse, and
di stortion of information which could have counter productive
results. However, with the manual |ists available, the archives
are prina facie accessibility.

9 EXH BI TI ON

Prior to the launch of the archives the nature and type of the
col l ections were displayed. They included SOVAFCO books,
artefacts, nmuseumitenms, Govan Moeki’'s guitar, photographs,
solidarity’ badges and gifts, .publications, cultural attire,
awar ds and posters, and how one can access the archives through
the World Wde Wb. Due to the shortage of space the display was
extended to the University Art Gallery.

10 MISITS

archives. Such interest came fromlocal comunity of fort Hare,
| ocal high schools, provincial MPs - Eastern Cape, foreign
dignitaries fromthe Scandi navian countries, Australia, USA as
wel | as from nei ghbouring countries. Sonme of the visitors had
purely wanted to know what archives are. i/- 100 visitors cane
to see the archives. (see the attached annexure from March to



Cct ober 1996)

11 RESEARCHERS

The nunber of researchers, local and foreign, grewrapidly in
exploiting the archives. This flood included students, pupils,
academ cs, teachers and foreign scholars. They were keen to nmake
use of the archives in the fulfilnent of their assignnents,
thesis, dissertations, academ c programes and for study

pur poses.

Most of the researchers found materials which were in accordance
with their research appetites. However, because not all the
archives are avail able yet, not everybody’'s interests could be
met. 19 researchers have consulted the archives from April -
Novenber 1996.

12 THE WAY FORWARD

Al t hough all the SOVAFCO col |l ecti ons have been sorted and |i sted,

they still need to be revisited and all ocated to the various
series - a systemof codes by which they can be referred to and
called for in the search room These codes will be narked on the

containers in which archives are kept, and onto the docunents
t hensel ves.
In regard to the ANC foreign m ssion records, the process of

checki ng and arrangenent will be continued until every itemis
cover ed.
The apprai sal of records will be undertaken as the process of

rechecki ng and arrangenent is conplete. This exercise is aimed

at identifying those records of enduring and those of short
value. This exercise is by far the npost denandi ng one.

Those records which will be selected for pernmanent preservation
for posterity will be adequately reprocessed by renobving anything
likely to destroy the records. They will be re-boxed and i ndexed
for permanent preservation. Mreover, all the records will be
scanned.

This is a long-termprograme as it has to be carefully done to
ensure_that all inportant records are properly processed.

Records which will require special treatnment, i.e. mcrofilmng,
conservation, repair, etc will be treated accordingly to ensure
their safety. Fumigation will be the first nmethod to be used

i once every archive groups are sorted and arranged.

Adequate finding aids will be prepared to the entire hol ding as
this woul d enabl e schol ars and other users to have access to the
ar chi ves.

13 CONSTRAI NTS

Since the position was resol ved by absorbing M Manoe to the
library and | eaving M Kukubo at the Centre for Cultural Studies,
it has severely slowed down the processing of the archives. Only
one archivist has to handl e the masses of records by hinself.

He has to attend to the visitors, researchers etc all by hinself.
o



There is also a lack of archive facilities to cater for all the
nature of the collections.

Inventories take tine to have them word-processed because the
library typist is unable to assist at all tines due to her own
wor k | oad.

Coupled with constraints, there will be need for para-

prof essional staff to free archivist front minor chores eg.
sear chroom and stacks duties so as to attend to nore serious
pr of essi onal duti es.

Accommodation should be a priority area of which we have to
accesi on ANC archives from Shell House and within South Africa
as well as other private materials and donations in accordance
with the UFH Library Strategic Pl an.

14 CONCLUSI ON

Despite the constraints experienced, the archivists has worked
pai nstakingly to ensure that the nom nal target has been net,
i.e. to bring the records under adninistrative control and use
by researchers.

MR M MAAMOE
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ARCHI VI ST

18-11-1996



VI SI TORS

S. African
Jour nal i st

S. African
Jour nal i st
Nor wegi an
British
British
Primer N
Mokhehl e
French
British

G oup

63 S. A High
8011001.
pupils

S. African
Journal i st

3 French
Austral i an
Sout h
African
British
Three (3)
Anmeri cans
Sout h
African
Sout h
African
Sout h
African

Dani sh
ANNEXTURE 1
LI ST OF VI SI TORS
| NSTI TUTI ONS
Sunday Ti nes
S . Afri(:an
Press
NSU/ Nor way
London

Engl and. .
Lesot ho
Gover nmrent
Pari s

Pr ogr essi ve
Tours

Tenbal abant u
H gh - King
Wns. Town
SABC

France

Uni v 8 Aust.
Cape Town
British H gh
Commi ssi oner
Int. Inst.
Uni v. of

M chi gan

1)

U und
Tzaneen

Pi et ersburg
Educ. M n.

| NTERST
Article on
Ar chi ves
Article on
Ar chi ves

See Archives
See Archives
See Archives



See Archives
See Archives
CGener a

I nt er est

To see

Ar chi ves

To see

Ar chi ves

See Archives
I nt er est
Cener a

i nt erest
Gener a

I nt er est

To see

Archi ves
Appreci at e
Ar chi ves

To see

Ar chi ves

To see

Archi ves

See Archives
DATE

13

14

28.

.

10.

23.

24.

25.

26.

.

16.

.

27.

05.

15
19
19
19.
23.
03
03
O¢]

04.
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96
96
96

96
96

96
96
96



VI SI TORS
Aneri can
Vol unt eer s
u. S. A
Anmbassador
British
Senat or
Aneri can
Schol ar
Sout h
African
Aneri cans
Sout h
African

2 Anericans
2 Americans
Sout h
African
Bel gi an

Del egati on
| NSTI TUTI ONS
Vision in
Action
Aneri can
Enmbassy
Canden

Hi st. Dept.
Tex. Tech.
Uni versity
Cape Town
N. Y., USA
M am , USA
Chi o, USA
Uni versity
of Venda
Bel gi an
Gover nmrent
| NTERESTS
To see
Archi ves
To see

Ar chi ves
Educati ona
M ssi on

To see

Ar chi ves
See Archives
See Archives
See Archives
UFH Conf .

I ntervi ew
To see

Ar chi ves
DATE

25.

13.

16.

22.

6.

| 6

| 6.

19.

26.

30

or.

08.

08.

08.

.

. 09.

.
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96
96
96

96
96

96
. 96



PERSON

UFH St udent
French

UFH St udent
UFH St udent
Aneri can
Teacher
Teacher

UWA\C St udent
Ameri can
UFH St udent
UW\C St udent
Aneri can
UFH St udent
UFH St udent
UFH St udent
British

Swi ss

Dani sh

UFH St udent
ANNEXTURE 2
LI ST OF RESEARCHERS
STATUS

B. A

Schol ar

B. A

B. A. (Hons) VA
Ph. D

B. A., HDE

B. A. Hons.
Honour s
Polit. Stud.
BA Adm n. 3
B. A, HID
Uni v. Massa.
MA Fine Arts
BSc Agric.
B. Adm n. (PM
M Phi |

MA Univ. of
Ber ne

PhD Univ. of
Denmar k

B. Ped.

QJ

AREA

Polit. Scie.
Polit. Scie.
SOVAFCO
SOVAFCO
Educati on
Educati on
Politics
Politics
Polit. Scie.
Wonen
Politics

Art

RDP

Mandel a
Forei gn Rel.
Li brary
Politics
SQOVAFCO



