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Eradicate the lot, De Klerk orders SADF general

Can of worm

It was in this “shadow world” -

John MacLennan
Pglitical Correspondent

PRESIDENT De Klerk moved
with all haste to neutralise the
subversive core which has been
plotting to stop reform. He still
does not even have a written
report from the man he ap-
pointed to “cut to the bone” —
Lieutenant-General Pierre
Steyn, Chief of Staff of the
SADF.

This week he received a
briefing from Gen Steyn and
confessed he was “shocked” at
the can of worms which has
been opened since the investi-
gation started on November 18.

Some of the 23 officers who
face the purge do not even
know that they have reached
the end of their careers. They
are being tracked down now at
their holiday retreats to be
given the bad news.

Now it is being speculated
that President De Klerk might
have picked the holiday period
to announce the shake-up in
order to prevent any concerted
response by disaffected SADF
members.

Questioned about the difficul-
ties surrounding the investiga-
tion and the possibility that the
officers involved might attempt
to destroy evidence, he said:
“We are not dealing with kids

. We are dealing with well-
-trained people taking constant
precautions against being
caught out.”

The bad core in the SADF
apple managed their anti-re-

form agenda, he said, through a
process “in which political of-
fice-bearers, defence force
commanders and the Auditor-
General were not fully in-
formed or, very often, were
misled”.

Asked specifically whether *

this agenda would have in-
volved political killings, he con-
ceded: “The evidence will lead
to the conclusion that some of
the activities led to the death of
some people.”

And when asked how such a
situation could have come
about, he said there were his-
torical reasons. “We came out
of what many describe as a
war. In that period very special
measures were taken and many
powers were given.”

of the security establishment
that people misused the ex-
traordinary latitude they had

- enjoyed, he said.

At the same time there seems
to be a right-wing connection.
He said it was “not impossible”
some of those targeted in the
investigation had right-wing
links and that their aim was “to
prevent us succeeding in our
constitutional objectives”.

He said the good name of the
entire defence force was being
threatened by the activities of a
handful of individuals and it
was his absolute duty to uphold
its well-earned reputation by
cutting to the root of malprac-
tices.

He promised on-going inves-

The men behind the
controls in the SADF

WHO controls the heart and
soul of the SADF? According
to Rockall Williams of the
Military Research Group this
is now in the hands of a small
and powerful faction.

They determine the SADF’s
strategic and political direct-
ion and hold key positions in
its executive structures.

They are headed by the the
present chief of the SADF,
General Kat Liebenberg.
Other members of the faction,
says Mr Williams, include
Lieutenant General George
Meiring, Major General Eras-

mus, Lieutenant General Bis-
choff, Lieutenant General Jof-
fel van der Westhuizen — who
was implicated in the Goniwe
“death signal” — Major Gen-
eral Joep Joubert and Major
General Jan Klopper.

All of them are veteran
counter-insurgency officers
with extensive experience in
military counter-insurgency
structures of the National Se-
curity Management System,
the SADF’s Special Forces Di-
vision and the SADF’s formi-
dable intelligence “family”.

tigations, quick and firm disdi-
plinary action on additional ig-
formation which might come-to
light, and said there would be
criminal prosecutions.

“We dare not allow our secu-
rity forces in general, and our
intelligence services in particu-
lar, to be crippled in their ca-
pacity to work against the evil
plans of those responsible for
violence and unrest . .. The gov-
ernment demands that its polit-
ical opponents should act with
equal decisiveness against
crime and malpractices in their
ranks.”

DP leader Dr Zach de Beer
said: “These findings confirm
many of the worst suspicions
we have had. Indeed, faced with
repeated ANC allegations that
elements in the security forces
were acting illegally and vio-
lently against the reform pro-
cess, I have to recognise that I
myself have been too cautious
in the interpretation of the
scanty evidence that was avail-
able:

Mr Justice Richard Gold-
stone commented: “The com-
mission welcomes the firm
steps announced by the State
President.”

The CP’s defence spokesman,
Dr Willie Snyman, accused the
government of running a witch
hunt and said: “We think there
is a definite onslaught against
the senior officers of the SADF
from the left.”

The CP would close ranks
with SADF senior officers
whose feelings coincided with
the party.
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JOHN MACLENNAN, Political Correspondent

PRESIDED{:P FW de Klerk yesterday purged what he
termed the “shadowy” recesses of the SADF of senior ele-
ments who are trying to sabotage reform. He confirmed
some of them could be guilty of political murders.

So far 23 SADF members — including two generals and four
brigadiers — have been forced to retire or go on compulsory
leave while investigations continue.

His action will confirm
the worst suspicions of
his political opponents
who have always claimed
that a sinister third force
with its own agenda is at-
tempting to derail nego-
tiations leading to a dem-
ocratic government.

At the same time Mr
De Klerk made it clear
that all available evi-
dence indicated only a
small core of activists —

‘'some with right-wing' =
connections — were in-
volved. “We are not deal-
ing with just the tip of an
iceberg.”

He also denied there
was ever a danger to the
State or the threat of a
coup.

President De Klerk’s
actions have been wel-
comed by the United Na-
tions’ observer mission in

Chief of Staff, Intelligence, General
‘Joffel’ van der Westhuizen ... his
: “head's on the block.

the country and it was
“gratified -at the speed
with which Li-Gen Pierre
Steyn’s investigation has
proceeded”.

It also welcomed the
State President’s decision
to make available rele-
vant information to the
Goldstone Commission in
its own investigation into
military intelligence
activities.

On Friday the UN Gen-

' eral Assembly in a reso-

lution said it was the pri-
mary reponsibility of the
government “to bring an
end to ongoing violence”
and bring perpetrators to
justice. It also recom-
mended a review of re-
strictions against Pre-

W toria as it seeks to form a

non-racial government.
Mr Justice Richard
Goldstone, in his reac-
tion, welcomed “the firm
steps announced by the
State President”.
President De Klerk
was at pains to point out
that the SADF dissidents
had covered their tracks
and misled commanders
as well as the
Auditor-General.

Defence Minister Gene
Louw told the Sunday
Tribune he had no know-
ledge whatsoever of what
had beén happening in his
department and there-
fore could not be expect-
ed to take responsibility.
He added that investiga-
tions were continuing and
heads would roll if they

showed his predecessors had
known what was happening.

This fuels suspicion that for-
mer Defence Minister Magnus
Malan might yet be found to
have been involved.

In that case he will lose his
present low-profile job in the
Cabinet.

By taking swift action — just

]

_over a month after Lt-General

Pierre Steyn, SADF Chief of
Staff. was appointed by him to
inquire into dirty tricks —
President De Klerk has again
proved his bona fides.

But he will be criticised for
allowing the senior officers in-
volved in white-anting the gov-
ernment to retire with pensions.

In opening the stunning can

of worms at a press conference
yesterday Mr De Klerk said: “I
am shocked, T am disappointed,
but I am also resolute.”

He promised again to “cut
out the sore”.

None of the officers involved
has been named, nor has any of
the various units to which they
are attached.

This will occur once they
have themselves been informed
during the next few days and
before the end of the month.

In answer to a question he
also made a backhanded swipe
at the Army Commander, Lt-
General George Meiring, as
well as the army deputy chief
Major-General Jan Klopper.

Both attracted flak recently
for getting involved in politics.
“'Mr De Klerk said: “We ex-
pect the SADF to be politically
neutral. Whether it is a general
or a corporal the same rule ap-
plies.”

There is intense speculation
that among the victims of the
purge could be General “Joffel”
van der Westhuizen, Chief of
Staff: Intelligence, who was in-
volved in the scandal surround-
ing the “death signal” which al-
legedly gave the go-ahead for
the execution of Goniwe and the
Cradock Four.

ﬂda‘/ [rtbune JO-
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In military circles, though, it
is known that he is a close per-
f_sonal friend of both _(?gr_}e_ral

Steyn and President De Klerk
and had only been in charge of
running Military Intelligence
recently and not during the pe-
riod being investigated. He has
also had secret meetings with
the ANC this year, and this
would not have happened with-
out instructions from higher up.

There are questions also
about the future of Brigadier
“Tolletjie” Botha, head of the
Directorate of Covert Collec-
tion.

It is understood most of those
affected are close to or mem-
bers of the military intelligence

The Chief of the SADF, Gen-
eral Kat Liebenberg, seems to
be in the clear. President De
Klerk said he had been given
the job of sacking those in-
volved.
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Axed officers 1
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fence force under scrutiny.

By Suﬂsrnk REPORTE "

MOST of the officers axed yesterday
by President FW de Klerk are be-
heved (o be linked to the sinister
Military Intelligence unit, the Direc-
torate of Covert Collection {XCh
The unit was brought to the public
oye last month following a raid on
: Pretoria by
ymmission, which
idence of suspected hitrnan
Ferdi Barnard's project — kaown as
“Project Echoes” — to discredit the
African National C
The Sunday Star esiablished last
night that DCC head Brigadier Tol
letjie Botha is ar ¢ those who
have bheen immedi m‘l‘r retired on

&

FERBI BARN&RD ey !nod
to discredit the ANC

YETSLON

Afrikaans-language Sunday news
paper Rapport last night named the
mastermind behind Project Echoes,
Brigadier Ferdr van Wyk, as als
having received Ris marching
orders

The newspaper named the two
generals axed by De Klerk as Chiet
of Staff of the Army, General Hea
nie Haux, an } i Stafl

of [atellipge

Militacy sources lold the Sunday
Star last it that Intelligence
Chief [1-Gen C P “Jo van der
Westlinizen, allegedly involved in
the Matthew G we “death signab’
mny 1685, and ( f Uy

JOFFEL VAN DER WEST-
HUIZEN . . . off the hook. -

eral Georg Meiring, also involved
in Project Echoes, had both escaped
e axe,

{iLis 'Ilmll' i} whether the activi-
ties aof the DCC would ever have
come o light had Mr Justice Ri

rd Coldstone’s investigators not

on its operational centre al
tum Mews in Pretoria
a swift raid at § pm on Novem
even CGoldstone untouch
ied by Commissioner Tory
and accompanied by twe
u-tf'ua' ional Lpves \{u,am:\ macched
into the beilding 2nd sealed it off

They ordered limmediate closure

of the switchboard (i ¢

telephone lines ant

nked to shadowy

i‘?‘

GEORG mtu{ma
GSCB{_‘-r?f! ine axe

The Goldstone commissioners
then called for SAP reinforcements
lo ensure that po files were des-
troyed.

Rrigadier Botha, whose job in-
ciuded the co-ordination of covert
information-galhering projects, gave
the commission his [ull co-opera-
tion and handed over files when he
was requesied

\fter ex he fites, Gold-
tone called a press conference and
blew the whisti wi Kchoes

De Kl resp ; appointing
L.t-Gen Pierre Sle ‘hief of the
Defence Farce and second-in com-
matid to 5 F chief ( lll"’
Liehenbe
the DCC b
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Despite their activities, ali are in

il per sion he nefits
 iundreds of thousands
of rands, Government sources said

1

HRe 1O rece

wnking

De Klerk said their names would
revealed as soon as possible,
nopetully by the end of this month,
once all had been informed. A num
ber were on leave and were difficult
1o trace, he said. The rest are being
told this weekend

he

HHRE SPOMDENT

THE Government is in crisis follow-
3 : weekend that se-
nce Force members
links have been in
ical kiflings

A shoeked President FW de
Cape Town, re
vediec their politecal agenda was to

ovenl the Government's constitu- ACTION WELCOMED ludge

Speculation

here has been -\-uk*c.;mu-f specu
lation that amoang officer
step with De Klerk’s reforms are
army chief General Georg Meiring
arxd Military Inlelligence cluef Gen
eral Joffe! van der 1VP‘T"th‘IT

DGEVH, speaxing
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erk said the SADF mast be

SUSPICIONS CONFIRMED olitically neutral. If there were
il reform Goldstone will gat the names DP leader Zach de Beer ' ressions of Lhis ruie he would
He sa ¢ WaS no evidence of = appropriate steps
e  coup or violent over- een placed an compulsory lea sry retirement with immediate “We are not dealing with kids. We
0% of the Government and denied pending further investigations. i are dealing with well-trained people
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}:'”!r'.“'.- the cri- Al B Lovert G ! tely spring mind. In fact. the two However De Kleck said the nan
) i that two which is to be re.o generals concerned were nol well A o
brigadiers are The head of
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ilors” would
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] be published “in keeging with irvber-
'“" mbers who have Tollethe-Botha-is ene of the-affieer Meanwhile X es h: heen vy 11 ' r""T'.'" A et
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@ No prospects: The
Government was ¢ 1ose to
vetoing Dikgang
Moseneke’s bid to be
a senior counsel and

1

ulitimate inde

l'it': én’i' L=
the PAC
By Davip BRuir
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devoting sufficient attentior

legal practice

Top legal sources h

Fal b -
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RESIGNED FROM PAC . . .
Dikgang Moseneke.

Moseneke, a Pretoria advo-
¢ 1as “applied to take silk” -
hat 15 to become a senlor counsel
(). His application has been ap-
proved by the Transvaal Bar Coun-
CLL

While it is unheard of for the
Government to interfere in the ap-
pointment of $Cs. the Sunday Star
was told that ultimately President
de Klerk had the final say on who
took silk.

Although it would have set an
unhealthy precedent for the Gov-
ernment to veto the appointment

there was growing pres-
De Klerk to veto Maosen-
eke's application in the heated po
litical atmosphere after the Apla
attacks,

This would have cut Moseneke's
career prospects short, preventing
hirn from taking sile. As the Gov
ernment appoints judges from the |
ranks of 5Cs, Moseneke's prospects
of becoming a judge in the new |
South Africa would have been |
ruined.

The Government had been fa-
vourably impressed with Moseneke
in recent meetings with the PAC
Moseneke has also been favoured
by the ANC ~— be heiped defend
Winnie Mandela in the Stompile
case before she fell from grace and
separated from ANC leader Nelson
Mandela.

Moseneke has long been known
as a PAC "dove"” eager Lo enie:
into & deal with the Government
and ANC, much to the anger o!
PAC “hawks” believed to be behind
the Apla attacks

Political observers believe his
resignation from PAC positions
was motivated by a combation of
political and professional reasons
~ his professional prospects are
closely tied to his political position.
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How the generals got |

involved in politics

Sunday Times Reportars

MBER of senior mili-
tary officers have been
linked in the past to activi-
ties outside normal mili-

chief, General

%+, 2as |been linked to the
CCB through its predeces-
sors, Prpject Barnacle and
the D49 unit, both oper-
ational Wwhile he was chief
of sPeci 1 forces in the 80s.

Known as a hardliner,
there hgs been speculation
that esident de Klerk
has plans to replace Gen
Liebenterg with bis second
in charge, Chief of Staff Lt-
General Plerre Steyn. Gen
Liebenberg joined the
army ip 1955. During the
horder war, he was com-
manding officer of Sector
10 (Owamboland). He be-
came chief of the army n
1685 and chief of the SADF
in November 1990.

liscredit

® Li{Genera! GEORG
MEIRING, 53, chief of the
army, {s the man whose
signature appears on top of
secret documents giving tl-
nal approval to Project
Fichoes! clandestine opera-
tion lagnched in Apn! to
discredjt the ANC by link-
ing its military wing, Umk-
honto we Sizwe, to the [RA.
The prpject was aborted
when two MI agents, Leon
Flores and Captain Pame-
ia du Randt, were arrested
in London

@ Mujitary lnotelligence
chief General! JOFFEL
VAN DER WESTHUIZEN
has beqn at the centre of
renewey calls for a new
inquest into the murder of
Fast (Jape activist Mat-
thew Goniwe. While officer
cammanlng Eastern Pro-
vince (jommand, Gen van
der WLsthuizen founded
the Harmer Unit, a covert
squad that has -been ac-
cused df murdering activ-
1818,

® Brigadier TOLLE-

e g

TJIE BOTHA, director Co-
vert Collection, whose job
included co-ordination of
covert information-gather-
ing projects. He was the
man in charge of DCC's
operational headquarters
in Momentum Mews,
Lynnwood, Pretoria, when
it was raided last mciir oy
investigators from the
Goldstone commission.
According to the Gold-
stcne commission, Brig
Botha sanctioned the re-
craitment of convicted
murderer and sacked CCB

agent Ferdi Barnard for a
“dirty tricks” campaign
almed at discrediting the
ANC.

@ Military Intelligence
officer Brigadier FERDI
VAN WYK, whose name
was (n top secret military
documents presented at
the inquest into the murder
of lawyer Bheki Mlangen:,
who died when a tape re-
corder exploded. The docu-
ments revealed that Brig
van Wyk was the master-
mind behind Project
Echoes.

® Colonel GERRIE
BORMAN and Comman-
dant TERENCE SCAL-
LAN were named by for-
mer CCB agent Ferdi
Barpard in a statement
after the Goldstone com-
mission’s raid ¢n the Direc-
torate Covert Collection.
He claimed they had told
him there was a need for
intelligence on ‘‘certain
criminal activities of
tnembers of Umkhonto we
Sizwe” and ordered him to
submit a proposal on how
he would go about it.




I

NDA

Y TIMES, 20 DECEMBER 1992

PAC hawks now in charge

THE| dramatic resignation
of ope of the PA(Cs top
stratpgists, Mr Dikgang
Mosemeke, has finally put
the hawks in the PAC in
contzpl of the movement -
and dashed almost all hope
that rhe organisation will
form part of the envisaged
new gegotiation forum.

Mr| Moseneke is unger-
stood o have thrown in the
towel| after a top PAC
officigl, first deputy presi.
dent Johnson Miambo, this
week ladmitted that Apla
(the AAC's military wing)
was involved in the recent
Eastern Cape atrocities.

It vlias mainly through
the hard work of Mr Mo-
senekp (second deputy
presm;m} and the PAC's
Cape [Town-based secre-
tary for infermation and
publicity, Barney Desai, 3
tormer London-based law
ver, that the PAC and the
goverpment had pro-
gresseq to within days of
final preparatory talks
schedyjed for December 9

A historic surmmit meet.-
ing would have [followed
iater next month between
PAC president Clarence
Makwetu and President
FW de Klerk

Buy, ﬁven as the {inishing
touches| were heing put to
the plan, Apla launched its
attacks jagatnst civilians in
Queenstown and King Wil-
liam’s Yown, killing flve
whites and leaving scores
seriously injured.

Mr !\%eneke — regar-
ded by many as a future
ieader of the PAC — was
abroad &t the time. Iron-
cally, helwas trving to pro-

By NORMAN WEST
Political Raporter l

mate a new image of the
organisation anu briefing
African leaders on Lhe
PAC's forthcoming talks
with the government.

Mr  Moseneke arrived
back in South Africa on De.
cember 10,

Four days later My
Mlambo confirmed that
“Apla struetures were
involved” in the Eastern
Cape killings.

That same dav Mr Mose.
neke delivered by hand his
letter of resignation,
marked “private and confi-
dential”, to Mr Makwetu
and sent a copy to the
Organisation’s secretary-
general, Mr Benny Alex-
ander,

Mr Makwetu and Mr
Alexander were 8o stunned
by the suddenness of the
Moseneke resignation that
they conspired to keep the
letter “secret” to try to talk
Mr Moseneke out” of his
plans to quit.

Circulqr

On Decernber 16 Mr Mo-
seneke, despite having
marked his letter confiden-
tial, made a statement to
the media about his resig-
nation.

The next day Mr Alex-
ander sent a circular to all
PAC units, including
foreign mussions, officially
informing them of the lef-
ter, and confessing that he
and Mr Makwetu wanted
L0 keep the matter “secret”

because they still had “a
duty for Comrade Mosen-
eke to perform in his of-
ficial capacity in early
January,

“We were to discuss the
matter with him,” he
wrote.

“It would appear as
though our comrade has
made up his mind on this
matter.”

The consensus among
those who know Mr Mosen-
eke well is that the Apla
kiliings, compounded by
contradictory, ambivalent
and convoluted attempts
by ‘PAC officlals at
“explaining” the “ratio-
nale” behind them, was so
incompatible with Mr
Moseneke’s commitment
to the rule of law that it left
higs with no alternative but
10 quit,




