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ADDRESS OF THE DEPUTY PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS,
NELSON MANDELA, TO THE PARLI AMENT OF CANADA: OTTAWA: JUNE 18,
1990.

VR SPEAKER,

HONOURABLE PRI ME M NI STER,

DI STI NGUI SHED LEADERS OF THE OPPGCSI TI ON PARTI ES,

ELECTED REPRESENTATI VES OF THE PEOPLE OF CANADA,

LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN:

VE WOULD LI KE TO THANK YOU MOST SI NCERELY FOR GRANTI NG US THE
HONOUR AND PRI VI LEGE TO SPEAK FROM THE PODI UM OF THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS OF CANADA, AN EM NENT EXAMPLE OF THE DEMOCRATI C
PERSPECTI VE TOMRDS WH CH CUR PEOPLE ASPI RE. THE FACT THAT VE
HAVE NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNI TY TO DO THE SAME THI NG I N OUR OMN
COUNTRY, EVEN AS GUESTS, EMPHASI SES THE I NI QUI TY OF THE APARTHEI D
SYSTEM WHI CH WE ARE ALL DETERM NED TO ABCOLI SH W THOUT DELAY.

LI KE YOUNG PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, AS WE GREW UP I N SOUTH AFRI CA, VE
EMBARKED ON AN EXCl TI NG VOYAGE TO DI SCOVER THE WORLD. WE WERE
DRI VEN BY A CONSUM NG DESI RE TO KNOV THE TRUTH ABOUT PECPLE,
ABQUT SCCI ETY, ABOUT THE WORLD OF NATURE. AND ALWAYS CENTRAL TO
THAT SEARCH WAS THE NEED TO FIND OUT WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHI NG
N HUVAN NATURE AND SOCI ETY, WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHI NG I N THE
UNI VERSAL CORDER OF THI NGS, WHI CH PREDETERM NED THE PLACE OF THE
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BLACK PERSON AND THE AFRI CAN | N SOCI ETY.

| NSTI NCTI VELY VVE EMEARKED ON THI S ENQUI RY BECAUSE WE FELT THAT
THERE WAS SOVETHI NG | N OUR SCCI ETY WHI CH WAS WRONG, UNJUST AND
UNACCEPTABLE. WE HAD, AFTER ALL, LISTENED TO AND RESPONDED W TH
WARM HEARTS TO PASSI ONATE SERMONS WHFCH PROCLAI MED THAT GOD MADE
MAN IN H S | MAGE. WE HAD ABSORBED AND WERE MOVED BY SCHOCL
LESSONS WHI CH SPOKE OF MEN BEI NG CREATED EQUAL. WE HAD SAT AS IN
A TRANCE, AS WE LEARNT OF WHI TE MEN AND WOVEN WHO HAD FOUGHT
TYRANNY | N ORDER TO ESTABLI SH SOCI ETI ES BASED ON THE PRI NCI PLES
OF LI BERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERN TY,

OUR OMN LI FE EXPERI ENCE, AND THAT OF ALL OTHER BLACK PEOPLE
AROUND US AND BEYOND THE BORDERS OF OUR COUNTRY, TAUGHT US THAT
ALL THESE PRECEPTS AND EXPERI ENCES WERE NOT MEANT TO REFER TO OR
| NCLUDE MEN AND WOMEN OF COLOUR. WHATEVER GOD' S PURPOSES M GHT
HAVE BEEN, | T SEEMED CLEAR THAT THE WHI TE RACE HAD DECREED THAT
ONLY | TS MEMBERS WERE FI' T TO ASSUVE THE | MAGE OF THE CREATOR
SUCH LI BERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNI TY AS THERE WERE, WERE BUT
BONDS TO UNI TE THE WHI TE PECPLE AROUND THE COMMON PURPOSE OF
DENYI NG THE BLACK MAJORI TY THESE PRI VI LEGES.

THAT YOUTHFUL ENQUI RY | NTO THE ESSENCE OF SOCI AL REALITY WAS AT
THE SAME Tl ME THE SPARK THAT KI NDLED THE FI RE OF REBELLION I N
MANY A HEART AMONG OUR PEERS. AND LI KE THE SCORCHI NG HEAT OF A
SOLDERI NG | RON, | T BONDED THE REBELS TOGETHER AS IN A FI ST OF
STEEL. WHERE AN QATH WAS SWORN, | T VAS SI MPLY SAI D THAT NONE
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WOULD REST AND NONE WOULD SPARE THEI R LI VES, UNTIL THE PEOPLE HAD
REGAI NED THEI R LI BERTY, EQUALI TY AND FRATERNI TY.

MANY HAVE DI ED I N THE EFFORT TO HONOUR THAT COWM TMENT. FOR THREE
AND A HALF CENTURI ES, EACH GENERATI ON OF OUR PECPLE HAS SUPPLI ED
| TS DUE SHARE OF MARTYRS. AN ENTI RE PECOPLE HAS LEARNT NOT TO
MOURN THE DEATH OF HERCES AND HERO NES, BUT TO STEEL | TSELF FOR
NEW BATTLES. AN ENTI RE PEOPLE HAS KNOVN WHAT I T IS TO RECOGNI SE
THE FACT OF DEFEAT WHI LE REJECTI NG THE DEMAND THAT | T SHOULD
SURRENDER.

AND 50 | T CAME ABOUT THAT EVEN THOSE VHO HAD NOT EVEN REACHED
THEI R PUBERTY, KNEW THAT THEY TOO HAVE A PLACE IN THE SERRI ED
RANKS OF THOSE WHO CHALLENGED THE HYPOCRI SY OF A DEGENERATE
SYSTEM WHI CH CLAI MED TO BE PART OF VESTERN Cl VI LI SATI ON, WHI LE

| TS VERY EXI STENCE WAS PREDI CATED ON THE REPUDI ATI ON OF

EVERYTHI NG TO WHI CH ATTACHES THE WORD Cl VI LI SATI ON.

TODAY THE HOPE | S ABROAD AMONG OUR PECPLE THAT THOSE I N CUR
COUNTRY WHO SAW THEMSELVES AS THE MASTER RACE HAVE LEARNT THE
ERROR OF THEI R WAYS. THERE | S HOPE THAT PERHAPS, AT LAST, THEY
HAVE SEEN THAT | NJUSTI CE WLL NOT TRIUVPH. THERE | S HOPE THAT
PERHAPS, AT LAST, THEY HAVE REALI SED THAT TYRANNY | S BUT THE
PROGENI TOR OF THE FORCES OF | TS OAN DESTRUCTI ON. THERE | S HOPE
THAT PERHAPS, AT LAST, THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO DENY THE HUMANI TY OF
OTHERS, HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT BY THAT ACT THEY ALSO DEHUMANI SED
THEMBEL VES.
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| F | NDEED THESE ARE THE RESULTS THAT HAVE BEEN ACHI EVED, A SALUTE
IS DUE TO THOSE WHO STRUGGLED I N THE NAME OF ALL HUVANI TY TO
ENSURE THAT THE NOBLE VI SI ON OF LI BERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNI TY
| NCLUDES ALL AND EXCLUDES NOBODY ON ANY BASI S WHATSCEVER, BE I T
RACE, COLOUR, CREED OR SEX. THEREFORE, AS WE STAND HERE TODAY, MR
SPEAKER, AND ACKNOWNLEDGE THE PRI CELESS HONOUR YOU HAVE ACCORDED
US I N PERSON, WE KNOW THAT WE ARE MERELY REPRESENTATI VES OF A
PECPLE THAN CAN TRULY BE CALLED HERO C.

WE COVE FROM A PEOPLE WHO, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT TO BE
TREATED AS SUBAHUMAN, REDEEMED THE DI GNI TY OF ALL HUVANI TY
EVERYWHERE. WE REPRESENT COUNTLESS MARTYRS VWHO HAVE WALKED | NTO A
HAI LSTORM OF BULLETS NOT BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO DI E BUT BECAUSE
THEY WANTED THE M LLI ONS OF OQUR PEOPLE TO LIVE. WE HAVE SAT IN
PRI SON W TH GREAT AFRI CAN PATRI OTS AND NOBLE EXAMPLES OF THE
HUVAN RACE WHO FACED TORTURE AND DI D NOT FLI NCH, WHO MET THE
HANGVAN S NOOSE W TH SONGS OF FREEDOM WHO ACCEPTED THEI R CELLS
AS BUT A SCHOOL OQUT OF WHI CH THEY WOULD EMERCGE W TH THEI R

CONVI CTI ONS, THEI R DETERM NATI ON AND THEI R W LLI NGNESS TO

SACRI FI CE | MMEASURABLY STRENGTHENED.

WE ARE DEEPLY MOVED THAT TODAY YOU HONOUR ALL THI S NOBLE

OFFSPRI NG OF OQUR PECPLE BY ALLOW NG US, WHO WERE OUTCASTS ONLY
YESTERDAY, TO EXPERI ENCE | F ONLY FLEETI NGLY, WHAT I T MEANS TO
STAND AND SPEAK AT A PLACE WHOSE EXI STENCE |'S BASED ON THE
RECOGNI TI ON OF THE RIGHT OF ALL THE PECPLE TO DETERM NE THEI R
DESTI NY, AND WHOSE PURPOSE |'S TO ENSURE THAT THAT RIGHT IS
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GUARANTEED | N PERPETU TY. WE ARE MADE BETTER HUMAN BEI NGS BY THE
FACT THAT YOU HAVE REACHED OUT FROM ACROSS THE SEAS TO SAY THAT
WE TOO, THE REBELS, THE FUGQ Tl VES, THE PRI SONERS DESERVE TO BE
HEARD.

OUR MESSAGE, FOR WHOSE PROPAGATI ON AND REALI SATI ON SO MANY HAVE
SUFFERED SO MUCH, |IS INDEED SI MPLE. I T IS THAT SOUTH AFRI CA
SHOULD BE TRANSFORMED | NTO A UNI TED, DEMOCRATI C AND NON- RACI AL
COUNTRY. WE W SH TO SEE EVERY ADULT SOUTH AFRI CAN ENJOYI NG THE
Rl GHT TO VOTE AND HAVI NG THE PCSSI BI LI TY TO BE ELECTED TO ALL
ORGANS OF GOVERNMENT W THOUT DI SCRI M NATI ON ON GROUNDS OF RACE,
COLOUR, RACE OR SEX. | TS BALKANI SATI ON | NTO BANTUSTANS, SO CALLED
HOVELANDS AND GROUP AREAS HAS TO END.

G VEN OUR BI TTER EXPERI ENCE OF OPPRESSI ON AND REPRESSI ON, WE ARE
DETERM NED THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE A TRULY THOROUGHGO NG
DEMOCRACY | N WHICH THE RIGHTS OF ALL I TS CI TI ZENS WLL BE

| NVI OLABLE AND I N WHICH ALL WLL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW

ACCORDI NGLY, | N ADDI TION TO A DEMOCRATI C CONSTI TUTI ON, THERE
SHOULD BE AN ENTRENCHED AND JUSTI Cl ABLE BI LL OF RI GHTS, ENFORCED
BY AN | NDEPENDENT JUDI Cl ARY.

AS REFLECTED I N OUR HI STORI C POLI CY DOCUMENT, THE FREEDOM
CHARTER, WE ARE COWM TTED TO ENSURE ALL OUR Cl TI ZENS ENJOY EQUAL
Rl GHTS TO THEI R LANGUAGES, CULTURE AND RELI G OQUS FREEDOMS. THESE
PROVI SI ONS, AMONG OTHERS, W LL ADDRESS THE | SSUE OF SO CALLED
VWH TE FEARS, WHI LE MEETI NG THE ASPI RATI ONS OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
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AFRI CA AS A WHOLE.

WE ALSO VI SUALI SE AN AGREED CONSTI TUTI ONAL ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY
THERE | S DEVOLUTI ON OF POAER TO REG ONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THE BROADEST PGOSSI BLE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF THE
PEOPLE | N GOVERNI NG THEMSELVES. AT THE SAME Tl ME, WE ARE OPPOSED
TO THE | DEA, VWH CH SOVE | N OUR COUNTRY ADVANCE, THAT WE SHOULD
OPT FOR A FEDERAL STATE.

WE BELI EVE THAT THERE | S NOTHI NG TO FEDERATE. CERTAI NLY, WE DO
NOT ACCEPT THAT WE SHOULD ACCEPT THE FRAGVENTATI ON OF OUR COUNTRY
AS A G VEN FACT, ON WHI CH WE SHOULD TRY TO BUI LD THE NEW REALI TY.
ANY ATTEMPT TO DO TH S WOULD MERELY PERPETUATE THE RACI AL AND
ETHNI C DI VI SI ONS WHOSE ABCLI TI ON STANDS AT THE CORE OF OUR
STRUGGLE. WE CANNOT SEEK TO END APARTHEI D BY CONTI NUI NG TO

MAI NTAI N THE STRUCTURES OF THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM UNDER ANY GUI SE
WHATSOEVER

WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE JUST COVPLETED A GRUELLI NG ROUND OF

NEGOTI ATI ONS DEALI NG W TH CONSTI TUTI ONAL REFORM | N THI' S COUNTRY.
WE ARE | NSPI RED BY THE FACT THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO FI ND

COVPROM SES WHI CH MAKE AGREEMENT POSSI BLE. WE BELI EVE THAT WE TOO
MUST BE | NSPI RED BY TH S MANNER OF PROCEEDI NG SO THAT WE ALSO
REACH AGREEMENT ABOUT OUR OAN CONSTI TUTI ON AS SPEEDI LY AS

POSSI BLE, | N THE | NTEREST OF ALL THE PECPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.

WE ARE CONVI NCED THAT AS PART OF THI S PROCESS | N SOUTH AFRI CA,
THERE W LL HAVE TO BE ELECTED A CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY TO DRAW UP
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THE NEW CONSTI TUTI ON, AS HAPPENED I N NAM BIA. THI S W LL ENSURE
THAT WE USE DEMOCRATI C MEANS I N OUR SEARCH FOR A DEMOCRATI C
RESULT. IT WLL ALSO CREATE THE SI TUATI ON WHEREBY THE RESULT OF
THE NEGOTI ATI ONS ENJOYS LEG TI MACY I N THE EYES OF THE PECPLE, TO
THE EXTENT THAT THEY WOULD HAVE CHOSEN THE REPRESENTATI VES TO
WHOM THE TASK OF DRAW NG UP THE BASI C LAW OF THE COUNTRY WOULD BE
ENTRUSTED.

WE ARE ALSO DETERM NED THAT THE POLI TI CAL FREEDOM OF WHI CH WE
HAVE SPOKEN SHOULD GO SIDE BY SIDE W TH FREEDOM FROM HUNGER, WANT
AND SUFFERING | T |I'S THEREFORE OF VI TAL | MPORTANCE THAT WE
RESTRUCTURE THE SOUTH AFRI CAN ECONOMY SO THAT | TS WEALTH I S
SHARED BY ALL OUR PECPLE, BLACK AND WHI TE, TO ENSURE THAT
EVERYBODY ENJOYS A DECENT AND RI SI NG STANDARD OF LI VI NG

WE DO NOT SEEK TO | MPOVERI SH ANYBODY, OR TO REDI STRI BUTE SUCH
POVERTY. BUT THE NEW DEMOCRATI C SOCI ETY WLL OBVI QUSLY HAVE TO
ADDRESS THE | SSUE OF THE | MPOVERI SHVENT OF M LLI ONS OF OUR PEOPLE
AS A MATTER OF URGENCY. I T IS ALSO CLEAR THAT | SSUES CAN ONLY BE
PROPERLY TACKLED IN A SI TUATION I N VWHI CH THE ECONOWY | S GROWN NG
AND PRODUCI NG MORE WEALTH AT A RATE HI GHER THAN THE GROMH OF THE
POPULATI ON.

IN THI S RESPECT, WE SHOULD MAKE THE | MPORTANT PO NT THAT, ONCE
THE DEMOCRATI C TRANSFORMATI ON HAS TAKEN PLACE, VWE WLL NEED YOUR
ASSI STANCE TO ACHI EVE THESE ECONOM C RESULTS. WE BELI EVE THAT WE
CAN AND SHOULD BUI LD ON THE BONDS OF FRI ENDSHI P AND SOLI DARI TY
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THAT WE HAVE BUI LT UP I N THE COURSE OF THE CONTI NUI NG STRUGGLE
AGAI NST APARTHEI D, TO BUI LD A PARTNERSH P FOR THE RECONSTRUCTI ON
OF BOTH OUR COUNTRY AND OUR REQ ON, WH CH HAVE BEEN DEVASTATED BY
THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM SOUTHERN AFRI CA HAS THE HUVAN AND MATERI AL
RESOURCES WHICH W LL COVBINE TO G VE THE M LLI ONS OF OUR PECPLE A
BRI GHT FUTURE AND WHI CH W LL MAKE | T PROFI TABLE AND WORTHWHI LE
FOR THE REST OF THE WORLD TO ENTER | NTO A MJUTUALLY BENEFI Cl AL
SYSTEM OF COOPERATI ON.

FOR MANY DECADES THE ANC SOUGHT A PEACEFUL RESCLUTI ON OF THE
PROBLEMS FACI NG OUR COUNTRY. | N THE PERI OD SI NCE 1986, WE
REDOUBLED OUR EFFORTS TO PERSUADE THE SOUTH AFRI CAN GOVERNMENT TO
ENTER | NTO NEGOTI ATIONS WTH US. WE CONSIDER I T A VI CTORY FOR ALL
SQUTH AFRI CANS THAT THE MEETI NG BETWEEN OQURSELVES AND THE
GOVERNMENT TOOK PLACE | N CAPE TOAN AT THE BEG NNI NG OF LAST
MONTH. AS YOU KNOW WE AGREED TO REMOVE THE OBSTACLES TO

NEGOT| ATI ONS WHI CH THE ANC BAD | DENTI FI ED. WE ARE DETERM NED TO
ENSURE THAT THI S AGREEMENT | S | MPLEMENTED AND BELI EVE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT 15 OF THE SAME VI EW AS WELL.

IT IS ONLY FAIR THAT VE | NDI CATE TO THI S AUGUST ASSEMBLY THAT WVE
SEE PRESI DENT DE KLERK AND HI S COLLEAGUES I N THE LEADERSH P OF
THE NATI ONAL PARTY AS MEN AND WOVEN OF | NTEGRI TY. WE BELI EVE THAT
THEY ARE HONESTLY COWM TTED TO PARTI Cl PATE | N A PEACEFUL PROCESS
VWHI CH SHOULD RESULT | N THE FUNDAMENTAL POLI TI CAL TRANSFORVATI ON
OF OUR COUNTRY. THE FACT OF OQUR AGREEMENT TO REMOVE THE OBSTACLES
TO NEGOTI ATI ONS HAS THUS ALSO SERVED AS A DEMONSTRATI ON OF THE
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BONA FI DES OF THE DE KLERK LEADERSHI P.

AND YET THE PROGRESS ACHI EVED, | NCLUDI NG THE UNBANNI NG OF THE ANC
AND OTHER ORGANI SATI ON, THE RELEASE OF SOVE POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS
AND THE LI FTI NG OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY OVER THE GREATER PART
OF OUR COUNTRY, SHOULD NOT LEAD US TO CONCLUDE THAT THE APARTHEI D
SYSTEM HAS ENDED. | T SHOULD NOT LEAD US TO BELI EVE THAT
FUNDAMENTAL AND | RREVERSI BLE CHANGE HAS TAKEN PLACE, LEADI NG TO
THE EMANCI PATI ON OF OUR PEOCPLE.

THE FACT OF THE MATTER | S THAT THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM | S STILL IN
PLACE. THE STATE' S | NSTRUMENTS OF REPRESSI ON, | N PARTI CULAR THE
PCOLI CE, CONTINUE TO KILL AND MAI N THE OPPONENTS OF THI S SYSTEM

I N DEFENCE OF AN APARTHEI D LAW AND ORDER. MANY AMONG OUR VHI TE
COVPATRI OTS ARE ARMED AND ARE FORM NG THEMSELVES | NTO COMVANDO
GROUPS, W TH THE STATED Al M OF PHYSI CALLY LI QUI DATI NG THE LEADERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE ANC. THEY ARE JO NED BY SIM LARLY ARMED BLACK
VI G LANTE GROUPS, WH CH ARE READY AND W LLI NG TO SERVE THEI R

VWH TE PAYMASTERS.

THEREFORE WE STILL HAVE A STRUGGLE AHEAD OF US. THE SI TUATION I N
VWH CH VE ARE REQUI RES THAT BOTH YOU AND OURSELVES SHOULD NOT
RELAX OUR VI G LANCE. AS A RESULT OF CONTI NUI NG STRUGGLE, WE MUST
ENSURE THAT THE MOVEMENT FORWARD TOMRDS THE FI NAL ABOLI TI ON OF
THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM IS NOT | NTERRUPTED.

ITIS IN TH S CONTEXT THAT VWE HAVE RAI SED AND EMPHASI SED THE
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| MPORTANCE OF MAI NTAI NI NG SANCTI ONS. SANCTI ONS WERE | MPCSED TO
HELP US END THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM | N THE LI GHT OF WHAT WE HAVE,
IT 1S ONLY LOG CAL THAT WE MUST CONTI NUE TO APPLY THI S FORM OF
PRESSURE AGAI NST THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM ANY MOVE AT THI S STAGE
TOMRDS LI FTI NG OR RELAXI NG | NTERNATI ONAL PRESSURE WOULD CREATE
THE SI TUATI ON I N WHI CH WHI TE SOUTH AFRI CA WOULD FEEL COVFORTABLE
WTH THE M NI MAL CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE AND ONCE MORE
REGRESS | NTO THEI R EARLI ER PCSI TI ON WHERE THEY FELT THAT PRESSURE
HAD NOT REACHED SUFFI Cl ENT STRENGTH TO OBLI GE THEM TO MOVE
FORWARD.

| WOULD LI KE TO TAKE THI' S OPPORTUNI TY TO SALUTE THE GREAT

CANADI AN PECPLE WHOM YOU REPRESENT, AND W TH WHOM WE BELI EVE YQU
ARE I N FULL ACCORD ON THE QUESTI ON OF SOUTH AFRI CA. THEY HAVE
PROVED THEMSELVES NOT ONLY TO BE STEADFAST FRI ENDS OF OUR
STRUGGLI NG PECPLE BUT GREAT DEFENDERS OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND THE

| DEA OF DEMOCRACY | TSELF. THEY ARE TO US LI KE BROTHERS AND

SI STERS FROM WHOSE WARM EMBRACE WE SHALL NEVER BE PARTED.

WE SALUTE AND THANK THEM ALL, POLI TI CAL PARTIES, THE

ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT, THE TRADE UNI ONS, THE CHURCHES, THE
NATI VE PEOPLE OF THI S COUNTRY, NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI SATI ONS,
STUDENTS AND | NTELLECTUALS, ELECTED REPRESENTATI VES WHO SERVE | N
THI S PARLI AVENT AND ELSEVWHERE, THE PRESS, THE CH LDREN AND MANY
OTHERS WHO RAI SED THE FLAG OF SOLI DARI TY BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT
THE ABSENCE OF FREEDOM FOR OURSELVES REDUCED THEI R OAN LI BERTY AS
VELL.
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IN TH'S CONTEXT, | WOULD ALSO LI KE TO PAY SPECI AL TRI BUTE TO THE
PRIME M N STER OF TH S COUNTRY, BRI AN MULRONEY, WHO HAS CONTI NUED
ALONG THE PATH CHARTED BY PRI ME M NIl STER DI EFENBAKER WHO ACTED
AGAI NST APARTHEI D BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT NO PERSON OF CONSCI ENCE
COULD STAND ASIDE AS A CRI ME AGAI NST HUMANI TY WAS BEI NG

COW TTED.

MR PRIME M Nl STER, OUR PEOPLE AND ORGANI SATI ON RESPECT AND ADM RE
YQU AS A TRUE FRI END. WE HAVE BEEN GREATLY STRENGTHENED BY YCQUR
PERSONAL | NVOLVEMENT | N THE STRUGGLE AGAI NST APARTHEI D TYRANNY
and THE LEADERSHI P YOU HAVE PROVI DED W THI N THE UNI TED NATI ONS,
THE COVMONVEALTH, THE GROUP 0? SEVEN AND THE FRANCOPHONE SUWM TS.
WE ARE CERTAIN THAT YOU W LL, TOGETHER W TH THE REST OF THE
CANADI AN PECPLE, STAY THE COURSE W TH US, NOT ONLY AS WE BATTLE
ON TO END THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM BUT ALSO AS VVE WORK TO BUI LD A
HAPPY, PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS FUTURE FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
AND SOUTHERN AFRI CA.

MR SPEAKER:

THAT FUTURE | S STILL AHEAD OF US. AS FOR NOW AND TO MAKE CERTAI N
THAT OUR COVMMON HOPES ARE REALI SED, WE MUST, TOGETHER, CONTI NUE
THE STRUGGLE. WE SEEK YOUR SUPPORT TO SUSTAI N THE | NTERNATI ONAL
PRESSURES WHI CH YOU I N THI' S COUNTRY AND OTHERS I N THE REST OF THE
WORLD HAVE | MPOSED. WE SEEK YOUR ACGREEMENT THAT CANADA AND THE
REST OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVMUNI TY SHOULD ABI DE BY THE

PERSPECTI VES CONTAI NED | N THE HARARE AND UNI TED NATI ONS
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DECLARATI ONS ON SOUTH AFRI CA, | NCLUDI NG THE VI SION OF A TRULY
DEMOCRATI C, NON- RACI AL AND UNI TED SOUTH AFRI CA.

IN THE AFTERVATH OF THE AGREEMENT WE REACHED W TH THE GOVERNVMENT
AT THE BEG NNI NG OF LAST MONTH, WE ALSO REQUI RE YOUR SUPPCRT TO
HELP US REPATRI ATE AND RESETTLE THOSE OF OUR COWPATRI OTS WHO VERE
FORCED | NTO EXI LE BY THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM WE REQUI RE YOUR

MATERI AL ASSI STANCE TO HELP UP CONDUCT THE EXTENSI VE POLI TI CAL
WORK AMONG THE 38 M LLI ON PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, WHICH | S SUCH A
VI TAL AND CENTRAL PART OF THE PROCESS OF DRAW NG THESE M LLI ONS

| NTO THE COVMON EFFORT TO ARRI VE AT A JUST, PERVMANENT AND

NEGOT| ATED SOLUTI ON OF THE SOUTH AFRI CAN QUESTI ON.

WE TRUST THAT, AMONG OTHER THI NGS, YOU WLL DO EVERYTHI NG I N YOUR
PONER TO ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE OF CANADA TO CONTRI BUTE TO THE

SOLI DARI TY FUND WH CH HAS BEEN SET UP UNDER THE LEADERSHI P OF HI S
GRACE, ARCHBI SHOP TED SCOTT, A GREAT FRIEND OF OUR PECPLE AND A
MAN | AM PROUD TO KNOW

MR SPEAKER,

DI STI NGUI SHED REPRESENTATI VES OF THE PEOPLE OF CANADA:

| T HAS BEEN G VEN TO US TO BE PRESENT AND TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
FI NAL STRUGGLE TO END THE EVI L SYSTEM OF APARTHEID. A HI STORI C
MOMENT IS IN SICGHT. | T WLL NOT BE LONG NOW BEFORE WE, AS SOUTH
AFRI CANS, STAND UP TO PROCLAI M THAT THE APARTHEI D FOUNTAI NHEAD OF
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RACI SM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IS NO MORE AND THAT POLI Tl CAL POAER
HAS PASSED | NTO THE HANDS OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE.

THESE MASSES MUST AND W LL EXERCI SE THI S POAER W TH ALL THE

SENSI TIVITY THAT IS DUE I N OQUR SI TUATION. I N THI S CONTEXT,

CERTAI N MATTERS ARE AS CLEAR AS THE LI GHT OF DAY. NEVER SHOULD
RACI SM I N OUR COUNTRY AND FROM WHATEVER QUARTER, RAISE I TS UAY
HEAD AGAIN. ALL OF US AS SOUTH AFRI CANS, BOTH BLACK AND WHI TE,
MUST BUI LD A COVMMON SENSE OF NATI ONHOOD | N WHI CH ALL | DEAS OF
VENGEANCE AND RETRI BUTI ON ARE | MPERM SSI BLE. OUR COUNTRY MUST, BY
| TS DEEDS, TAKE | TS PLACE AMONG THE NATI ONS OF THE EARTH AS A
CHAMPI ON OF PEACE, A DEFENDER OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY, AN ENEMY
OF POVERTY AND HUMAN DEGRADATI ON.

YOU HAVE BEEN AND ARE W TH US AS WE STRUGGLE TO END THE SYSTEM OF
VWHI TE M NORI TY DOM NATI ON. AS AN EXPRESSI ON OF OQUR COVMON

HUMANI TY, AND NOT AN ACT OF CHARITY, WE ASK THAT YOU CONTI NUE TO
WALK THE LAST M LE WTH US. AS YOUR FUTURE PARTNER, YOU W LL HAVE
A SOCI ETY WHOSE HALLMARKS W LL BE TOLERANCE OF ALL VI EWs AND
RESPECT FOR THE LI FE AND DI GNI TY OF EVERY PERSON, BOTH YOUNG AND
QLD.

WE THANK YOU THAT YOU BENT EVERY EFFORT TO SECURE OUR RELEASE
FROM PRI SON. YOU GAVE US THE PCSSI BI LI TY WHOSE | MPORTANCE TO US
IS WTHOUT MEASURE, TO JO N HANDS W TH OUR OMN PEOCPLE, W TH YQU
AND THE REST OF HUMANI TY TO BRI NG ABOUT THE CHANGE | N OUR COUNTRY
AND QUR REA ON, WHI CH EVEN THE MUTE BUT BLOODSTAI NED STONES I N
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THE KILLI NG FI ELDS OF SOUTHERN AFRI CA DEMAND MUST COVE AND MUST
COVE NOW

WE SHALL FOREVER BE OBLI GED TO YOU FOR THIS AND FOR THI' S
UNFORGETTABLE MOVENT YOU HAVE G VEN US TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT OUR
DREAMS AND TO CONTRI BUTE A LI TTLE TO THE EVERLASTI NG FRI ENDSHI P
BETWEEN THE CANADI AN AND THE SOUTH AFRI CAN PEOPLE.

OUR COVMON VI CTORY, THE VI CTORY OF DEMOCRACY AND NON- RACI ALI SM
IS WTHI N OUR GRASP. LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNI TY SHALL REI GN
SUPREME | N OUR COUNTRY AS WELL. THANK YQOU.



