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ADDRESS OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,
NELSON MANDELA, TO THE PARLIAMENT OF CANADA: OTTAWA: JUNE 18,
1990.
MR SPEAKER,
HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER,
DISTINGUISHED LEADERS OF THE OPPOSITION PARTIES,
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF CANADA,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU MOST SINCERELY FOR GRANTING US THE
HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO SPEAK FROM THE PODIUM OF THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS OF CANADA, AN EMINENT EXAMPLE OF THE DEMOCRATIC
PERSPECTIVE TOWARDS WHICH OUR PEOPLE ASPIRE. THE FACT THAT WE
HAVE NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO THE SAME THING IN OUR OWN
COUNTRY, EVEN AS GUESTS, EMPHASISES THE INIQUITY OF THE APARTHEID
SYSTEM WHICH WE ARE ALL DETERMINED TO ABOLISH WITHOUT DELAY.
LIKE YOUNG PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, AS WE GREW UP IN SOUTH AFRICA, WE
EMBARKED ON AN EXCITING VOYAGE TO DISCOVER THE WORLD. WE WERE
DRIVEN BY A CONSUMING DESIRE TO KNOV THE TRUTH ABOUT PEOPLE,
ABOUT SOCIETY, ABOUT THE WORLD OF NATURE. AND ALWAYS CENTRAL TO
THAT SEARCH WAS THE NEED TO FIND OUT WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING
IN HUMAN NATURE AND SOCIETY, WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING IN THE
UNIVERSAL ORDER OF THINGS, WHICH PREDETERMINED THE PLACE OF THE
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BLACK PERSON AND THE AFRICAN IN SOCIETY.
INSTINCTIVELY WE EMEARKED ON THIS ENQUIRY BECAUSE WE FELT THAT
THERE WAS SOMETHING IN OUR SOCIETY WHICH WAS WRONG, UNJUST AND
UNACCEPTABLE. WE HAD, AFTER ALL, LISTENED TO AND RESPONDED WITH
WARM HEARTS TO PASSIONATE SERMONS WHFCH PROCLAIMED THAT GOD MADE
MAN IN HIS IMAGE. WE HAD ABSORBED AND WERE MOVED BY SCHOOL
LESSONS WHICH SPOKE OF MEN BEING CREATED EQUAL. WE HAD SAT AS IN
A TRANCE, AS WE LEARNT OF WHITE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAD FOUGHT
TYRANNY IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH SOCIETIES BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES
OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY,
OUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE, AND THAT OF ALL OTHER BLACK PEOPLE
AROUND US AND BEYOND THE BORDERS OF OUR COUNTRY, TAUGHT US THAT
ALL THESE PRECEPTS AND EXPERIENCES WERE NOT MEANT TO REFER TO OR
INCLUDE MEN AND WOMEN OF COLOUR. WHATEVER GOD’S PURPOSES MIGHT
HAVE BEEN, IT SEEMED CLEAR THAT THE WHITE RACE HAD DECREED THAT
ONLY ITS MEMBERS WERE FIT TO ASSUME THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR.
SUCH LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY AS THERE WERE, WERE BUT
BONDS T0 UNITE THE WHITE PEOPLE AROUND THE COMMON PURPOSE OF
DENYING THE BLACK MAJORITY THESE PRIVILEGES.
THAT YOUTHFUL ENQUIRY INTO THE ESSENCE OF SOCIAL REALITY WAS AT
THE SAME TIME THE SPARK THAT KINDLED THE FIRE OF REBELLION IN
MANY A HEART AMONG OUR PEERS. AND LIKE THE SCORCHING HEAT OF A
SOLDERING IRON, IT BONDED THE REBELS TOGETHER AS IN A FIST OF
STEEL. WHERE AN OATH WAS SWORN, IT VAS SIMPLY SAID THAT NONE
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WOULD REST AND NONE WOULD SPARE THEIR LIVES, UNTIL THE PEOPLE HAD
REGAINED THEIR LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY.
MANY HAVE DIED IN THE EFFORT TO HONOUR THAT COMMITMENT. FOR THREE
AND A HALF CENTURIES, EACH GENERATION OF OUR PEOPLE HAS SUPPLIED
ITS DUE SHARE OF MARTYRS. AN ENTIRE PEOPLE HAS LEARNT NOT TO
MOURN THE DEATH OF HEROES AND HEROINES, BUT TO STEEL ITSELF FOR
NEW BATTLES. AN ENTIRE PEOPLE HAS KNOVN WHAT IT IS TO RECOGNISE
THE FACT OF DEFEAT WHILE REJECTING THE DEMAND THAT IT SHOULD
SURRENDER.
AND 50 IT CAME ABOUT THAT EVEN THOSE VHO HAD NOT EVEN REACHED
THEIR PUBERTY, KNEW THAT THEY TOO HAVE A PLACE IN THE SERRIED
RANKS OF THOSE WHO CHALLENGED THE HYPOCRISY OF A DEGENERATE
SYSTEM WHICH CLAIMED TO BE PART OF VESTERN CIVILISATION, WHILE
ITS VERY EXISTENCE WAS PREDICATED ON THE REPUDIATION OF
EVERYTHING TO WHICH ATTACHES THE WORD CIVILISATION.
TODAY THE HOPE IS ABROAD AMONG OUR PEOPLE THAT THOSE IN OUR
COUNTRY WHO SAW THEMSELVES AS THE MASTER RACE HAVE LEARNT THE
ERROR OF THEIR WAYS. THERE IS HOPE THAT PERHAPS, AT LAST, THEY
HAVE SEEN THAT INJUSTICE WILL NOT TRIUMPH. THERE IS HOPE THAT
PERHAPS, AT LAST, THEY HAVE REALISED THAT TYRANNY IS BUT THE
PROGENITOR OF THE FORCES OF ITS OWN DESTRUCTION. THERE IS HOPE
THAT PERHAPS, AT LAST, THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO DENY THE HUMANITY OF
OTHERS, HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT BY THAT ACT THEY ALSO DEHUMANISED
THEMSELVES.
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IF INDEED THESE ARE THE RESULTS THAT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED, A SALUTE
IS DUE TO THOSE WHO STRUGGLED IN THE NAME OF ALL HUMANITY TO
ENSURE THAT THE NOBLE VISION OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY
INCLUDES ALL AND EXCLUDES NOBODY ON ANY BASIS WHATSOEVER, BE IT
RACE, COLOUR, CREED OR SEX. THEREFORE, AS WE STAND HERE TODAY, MR
SPEAKER, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE PRICELESS HONOUR YOU HAVE ACCORDED
US IN PERSON, WE KNOW THAT WE ARE MERELY REPRESENTATIVES OF A
PEOPLE THAN CAN TRULY BE CALLED HEROIC.
WE COME FROM A PEOPLE WHO, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT TO BE
TREATED AS SUBAHUMAN, REDEEMED THE DIGNITY OF ALL HUMANITY
EVERYWHERE. WE REPRESENT COUNTLESS MARTYRS WHO HAVE WALKED INTO A
HAILSTORM OF BULLETS NOT BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO DIE BUT BECAUSE
THEY WANTED THE MILLIONS OF OUR PEOPLE TO LIVE. WE HAVE SAT IN
PRISON WITH GREAT AFRICAN PATRIOTS AND NOBLE EXAMPLES OF THE
HUMAN RACE WHO FACED TORTURE AND DID NOT FLINCH, WHO MET THE
HANGMAN’S NOOSE WITH SONGS OF FREEDOM, WHO ACCEPTED THEIR CELLS
AS BUT A SCHOOL OUT OF WHICH THEY WOULD EMERGE WITH THEIR
CONVICTIONS, THEIR DETERMINATION AND THEIR WILLINGNESS TO
SACRIFICE IMMEASURABLY STRENGTHENED.
WE ARE DEEPLY MOVED THAT TODAY YOU HONOUR ALL THIS NOBLE
OFFSPRING OF OUR PEOPLE BY ALLOWING US, WHO WERE OUTCASTS ONLY
YESTERDAY, TO EXPERIENCE IF ONLY FLEETINGLY, WHAT IT MEANS TO
STAND AND SPEAK AT A PLACE WHOSE EXISTENCE IS BASED ON THE
RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT OF ALL THE PEOPLE TO DETERMINE THEIR
DESTINY, AND WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO ENSURE THAT THAT RIGHT IS
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GUARANTEED IN PERPETUITY. WE ARE MADE BETTER HUMAN BEINGS BY THE
FACT THAT YOU HAVE REACHED OUT FROM ACROSS THE SEAS TO SAY THAT
WE TOO, THE REBELS, THE FUGITIVES, THE PRISONERS DESERVE TO BE
HEARD.
OUR MESSAGE, FOR WHOSE PROPAGATION AND REALISATION SO MANY HAVE
SUFFERED SO MUCH, IS INDEED SIMPLE. IT IS THAT SOUTH AFRICA
SHOULD BE TRANSFORMED INTO A UNITED, DEMOCRATIC AND NON-RACIAL
COUNTRY. WE WISH TO SEE EVERY ADULT SOUTH AFRICAN ENJOYING THE
RIGHT TO VOTE AND HAVING THE POSSIBILITY TO BE ELECTED TO ALL
ORGANS OF GOVERNMENT WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION ON GROUNDS OF RACE,
COLOUR, RACE OR SEX. ITS BALKANISATION INTO BANTUSTANS, SO-CALLED
HOMELANDS AND GROUP AREAS HAS TO END.
GIVEN OUR BITTER EXPERIENCE OF OPPRESSION AND REPRESSION, WE ARE
DETERMINED THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE A TRULY THOROUGHGOING
DEMOCRACY IN WHICH THE RIGHTS OF ALL ITS CITIZENS WILL BE
INVIOLABLE AND IN WHICH ALL WILL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW.
ACCORDINGLY, IN ADDITION TO A DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION, THERE
SHOULD BE AN ENTRENCHED AND JUSTICIABLE BILL OF RIGHTS, ENFORCED
BY AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY.
AS REFLECTED IN OUR HISTORIC POLICY DOCUMENT, THE FREEDOM
CHARTER, WE ARE COMMITTED TO ENSURE ALL OUR CITIZENS ENJOY EQUAL
RIGHTS TO THEIR LANGUAGES, CULTURE AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS. THESE
PROVISIONS, AMONG OTHERS, WILL ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF SO-CALLED
WHITE FEARS, WHILE MEETING THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
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AFRICA AS A WHOLE.
WE ALSO VISUALISE AN AGREED CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY
THERE IS DEVOLUTION OF POWER TO REGIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THE BROADEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION OF THE
PEOPLE IN GOVERNING THEMSELVES. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE OPPOSED
TO THE IDEA, WHICH SOME IN OUR COUNTRY ADVANCE, THAT WE SHOULD
OPT FOR A FEDERAL STATE.
WE BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NOTHING TO FEDERATE. CERTAINLY, WE DO
NOT ACCEPT THAT WE SHOULD ACCEPT THE FRAGMENTATION OF OUR COUNTRY
AS A GIVEN FACT, ON WHICH WE SHOULD TRY TO BUILD THE NEW REALITY.
ANY ATTEMPT TO DO THIS WOULD MERELY PERPETUATE THE RACIAL AND
ETHNIC DIVISIONS WHOSE ABOLITION STANDS AT THE CORE OF OUR
STRUGGLE. WE CANNOT SEEK TO END APARTHEID BY CONTINUING TO
MAINTAIN THE STRUCTURES OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM UNDER ANY GUISE
WHATSOEVER.
WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE JUST COMPLETED A GRUELLING ROUND OF
NEGOTIATIONS DEALING WITH CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM IN THIS COUNTRY.
WE ARE INSPIRED BY THE FACT THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO FIND
COMPROMISES WHICH MAKE AGREEMENT POSSIBLE. WE BELIEVE THAT WE TOO
MUST BE INSPIRED BY THIS MANNER OF PROCEEDING SO THAT WE ALSO
REACH AGREEMENT ABOUT OUR OWN CONSTITUTION AS SPEEDILY AS
POSSIBLE, IN THE INTEREST OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.
WE ARE CONVINCED THAT AS PART OF THIS PROCESS IN SOUTH AFRICA,
THERE WILL HAVE TO BE ELECTED A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO DRAW UP
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THE NEW CONSTITUTION, AS HAPPENED IN NAMIBIA. THIS WILL ENSURE
THAT WE USE DEMOCRATIC MEANS IN OUR SEARCH FOR A DEMOCRATIC
RESULT. IT WILL ALSO CREATE THE SITUATION WHEREBY THE RESULT OF
THE NEGOTIATIONS ENJOYS LEGITIMACY IN THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE, TO
THE EXTENT THAT THEY WOULD HAVE CHOSEN THE REPRESENTATIVES TO
WHOM THE TASK OF DRAWING UP THE BASIC LAW OF THE COUNTRY WOULD BE
ENTRUSTED.
WE ARE ALSO DETERMINED THAT THE POLITICAL FREEDOM OF WHICH WE
HAVE SPOKEN SHOULD GO SIDE BY SIDE WITH FREEDOM FROM HUNGER, WANT
AND SUFFERING. IT IS THEREFORE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE THAT WE
RESTRUCTURE THE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMY SO THAT ITS WEALTH IS
SHARED BY ALL OUR PEOPLE, BLACK AND WHITE, TO ENSURE THAT
EVERYBODY ENJOYS A DECENT AND RISING STANDARD OF LIVING.
WE DO NOT SEEK TO IMPOVERISH ANYBODY, OR TO REDISTRIBUTE SUCH
POVERTY. BUT THE NEW DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY WILL OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO
ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF THE IMPOVERISHMENT OF MILLIONS OF OUR PEOPLE
AS A MATTER OF URGENCY. IT IS ALSO CLEAR THAT ISSUES CAN ONLY BE
PROPERLY TACKLED IN A SITUATION IN WHICH THE ECONOMY IS GROWING
AND PRODUCING MORE WEALTH AT A RATE HIGHER THAN THE GROWTH OF THE
POPULATION.
IN THIS RESPECT, WE SHOULD MAKE THE IMPORTANT POINT THAT, ONCE
THE DEMOCRATIC TRANSFORMATION HAS TAKEN PLACE, WE WILL NEED YOUR
ASSISTANCE TO ACHIEVE THESE ECONOMIC RESULTS. WE BELIEVE THAT WE
CAN AND SHOULD BUILD ON THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP AND SOLIDARITY
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THAT WE HAVE BUILT UP IN THE COURSE OF THE CONTINUING STRUGGLE
AGAINST APARTHEID, TO BUILD A PARTNERSHIP FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION
OF BOTH OUR COUNTRY AND OUR REGION, WHICH HAVE BEEN DEVASTATED BY
THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. SOUTHERN AFRICA HAS THE HUMAN AND MATERIAL
RESOURCES WHICH WILL COMBINE TO GIVE THE MILLIONS OF OUR PEOPLE A
BRIGHT FUTURE AND WHICH WILL MAKE IT PROFITABLE AND WORTHWHILE
FOR THE REST OF THE WORLD TO ENTER INTO A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
SYSTEM OF COOPERATION.
FOR MANY DECADES THE ANC SOUGHT A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE
PROBLEMS FACING OUR COUNTRY. IN THE PERIOD SINCE 1986, WE
REDOUBLED OUR EFFORTS TO PERSUADE THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO
ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH US. WE CONSIDER IT A VICTORY FOR ALL
SOUTH AFRICANS THAT THE MEETING BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE
GOVERNMENT TOOK PLACE IN CAPE TOWN AT THE BEGINNING OF LAST
MONTH. AS YOU KNOW, WE AGREED TO REMOVE THE OBSTACLES TO
NEGOTIATIONS WHICH THE ANC BAD IDENTIFIED. WE ARE DETERMINED TO
ENSURE THAT THIS AGREEMENT IS IMPLEMENTED AND BELIEVE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT 15 OF THE SAME VIEW AS WELL.
IT IS ONLY FAIR THAT WE INDICATE TO THIS AUGUST ASSEMBLY THAT WE
SEE PRESIDENT DE KLERK AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE LEADERSHIP OF
THE NATIONAL PARTY AS MEN AND WOMEN OF INTEGRITY. WE BELIEVE THAT
THEY ARE HONESTLY COMMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN A PEACEFUL PROCESS
WHICH SHOULD RESULT IN THE FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION
OF OUR COUNTRY. THE FACT OF OUR AGREEMENT TO REMOVE THE OBSTACLES
TO NEGOTIATIONS HAS THUS ALSO SERVED AS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE
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BONA FIDES OF THE DE KLERK LEADERSHIP.
AND YET THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED, INCLUDING THE UNBANNING OF THE ANC
AND OTHER ORGANISATION, THE RELEASE OF SOME POLITICAL PRISONERS
AND THE LIFTING OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY OVER THE GREATER PART
OF OUR COUNTRY, SHOULD NOT LEAD US TO CONCLUDE THAT THE APARTHEID
SYSTEM HAS ENDED. IT SHOULD NOT LEAD US TO BELIEVE THAT
FUNDAMENTAL AND IRREVERSIBLE CHANGE HAS TAKEN PLACE, LEADING TO
THE EMANCIPATION OF OUR PEOPLE.
THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT THE APARTHEID SYSTEM IS STILL IN
PLACE. THE STATE’S INSTRUMENTS OF REPRESSION, IN PARTICULAR THE
POLICE, CONTINUE TO KILL AND MAIN THE OPPONENTS OF THIS SYSTEM,
IN DEFENCE OF AN APARTHEID LAW AND ORDER. MANY AMONG OUR WHITE
COMPATRIOTS ARE ARMED AND ARE FORMING THEMSELVES INTO COMMANDO
GROUPS, WITH THE STATED AIM OF PHYSICALLY LIQUIDATING THE LEADERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE ANC. THEY ARE JOINED BY SIMILARLY ARMED BLACK
VIGILANTE GROUPS, WHICH ARE READY AND WILLING TO SERVE THEIR
WHITE PAYMASTERS.
THEREFORE WE STILL HAVE A STRUGGLE AHEAD OF US. THE SITUATION IN
WHICH WE ARE REQUIRES THAT BOTH YOU AND OURSELVES SHOULD NOT
RELAX OUR VIGILANCE. AS A RESULT OF CONTINUING STRUGGLE, WE MUST
ENSURE THAT THE MOVEMENT FORWARD TOWARDS THE FINAL ABOLITION OF
THE APARTHEID SYSTEM IS NOT INTERRUPTED.
IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT WE HAVE RAISED AND EMPHASISED THE
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IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING SANCTIONS. SANCTIONS WERE IMPOSED TO
HELP US END THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT WE HAVE,
IT IS ONLY LOGICAL THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO APPLY THIS FORM OF
PRESSURE AGAINST THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. ANY MOVE AT THIS STAGE
TOWARDS LIFTING OR RELAXING INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE WOULD CREATE
THE SITUATION IN WHICH WHITE SOUTH AFRICA WOULD FEEL COMFORTABLE
WITH THE MINIMAL CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE AND ONCE MORE
REGRESS INTO THEIR EARLIER POSITION WHERE THEY FELT THAT PRESSURE
HAD NOT REACHED SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO OBLIGE THEM TO MOVE
FORWARD.
I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SALUTE THE GREAT
CANADIAN PEOPLE WHOM YOU REPRESENT, AND WITH WHOM WE BELIEVE YOU
ARE IN FULL ACCORD ON THE QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICA. THEY HAVE
PROVED THEMSELVES NOT ONLY TO BE STEADFAST FRIENDS OF OUR
STRUGGLING PEOPLE BUT GREAT DEFENDERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE
IDEA OF DEMOCRACY ITSELF. THEY ARE TO US LIKE BROTHERS AND
SISTERS FROM WHOSE WARM EMBRACE WE SHALL NEVER BE PARTED.
WE SALUTE AND THANK THEM ALL, POLITICAL PARTIES, THE
ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT, THE TRADE UNIONS, THE CHURCHES, THE
NATIVE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS,
STUDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS, ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES WHO SERVE IN
THIS PARLIAMENT AND ELSEWHERE, THE PRESS, THE CHILDREN AND MANY
OTHERS WHO RAISED THE FLAG OF SOLIDARITY BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT
THE ABSENCE OF FREEDOM FOR OURSELVES REDUCED THEIR OWN LIBERTY AS
WELL.
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IN THIS CONTEXT, I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO PAY SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE
PRIME MINISTER OF THIS COUNTRY, BRIAN MULRONEY, WHO HAS CONTINUED
ALONG THE PATH CHARTED BY PRIME MINISTER DIEFENBAKER WHO ACTED
AGAINST APARTHEID BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT NO PERSON OF CONSCIENCE
COULD STAND ASIDE AS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY WAS BEING
COMMITTED.
MR PRIME MINISTER, OUR PEOPLE AND ORGANISATION RESPECT AND ADMIRE
YOU AS A TRUE FRIEND. WE HAVE BEEN GREATLY STRENGTHENED BY YOUR
PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST APARTHEID TYRANNY
and THE LEADERSHIP YOU HAVE PROVIDED WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS,
THE COMMONWEALTH, THE GROUP 0? SEVEN AND THE FRANCOPHONE SUMMITS.
WE ARE CERTAIN THAT YOU WILL, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THE
CANADIAN PEOPLE, STAY THE COURSE WITH US, NOT ONLY AS WE BATTLE
ON TO END THE APARTHEID SYSTEM BUT ALSO AS WE WORK TO BUILD A
HAPPY, PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS FUTURE FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
AND SOUTHERN AFRICA.
MR SPEAKER:
THAT FUTURE IS STILL AHEAD OF US. AS FOR NOW, AND TO MAKE CERTAIN
THAT OUR COMMON HOPES ARE REALISED, WE MUST, TOGETHER, CONTINUE
THE STRUGGLE. WE SEEK YOUR SUPPORT TO SUSTAIN THE INTERNATIONAL
PRESSURES WHICH YOU IN THIS COUNTRY AND OTHERS IN THE REST OF THE
WORLD HAVE IMPOSED. WE SEEK YOUR AGREEMENT THAT CANADA AND THE
REST OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD ABIDE BY THE
PERSPECTIVES CONTAINED IN THE HARARE AND UNITED NATIONS
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DECLARATIONS ON SOUTH AFRICA, INCLUDING THE VISION OF A TRULY
DEMOCRATIC, NON-RACIAL AND UNITED SOUTH AFRICA.
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE AGREEMENT WE REACHED WITH THE GOVERNMENT
AT THE BEGINNING OF LAST MONTH, WE ALSO REQUIRE YOUR SUPPORT TO
HELP US REPATRIATE AND RESETTLE THOSE OF OUR COMPATRIOTS WHO WERE
FORCED INTO EXILE BY THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. WE REQUIRE YOUR
MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO HELP UP CONDUCT THE EXTENSIVE POLITICAL
WORK AMONG THE 38 MILLION PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, WHICH IS SUCH A
VITAL AND CENTRAL PART OF THE PROCESS OF DRAWING THESE MILLIONS
INTO THE COMMON EFFORT TO ARRIVE AT A JUST, PERMANENT AND
NEGOTIATED SOLUTION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN QUESTION.
WE TRUST THAT, AMONG OTHER THINGS, YOU WILL DO EVERYTHING IN YOUR
POWER TO ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE OF CANADA TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
SOLIDARITY FUND WHICH HAS BEEN SET UP UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS
GRACE, ARCHBISHOP TED SCOTT, A GREAT FRIEND OF OUR PEOPLE AND A
MAN I AM PROUD TO KNOW.
MR SPEAKER,
DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF CANADA:
IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US TO BE PRESENT AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
FINAL STRUGGLE TO END THE EVIL SYSTEM OF APARTHEID. A HISTORIC
MOMENT IS IN SIGHT. IT WILL NOT BE LONG NOW BEFORE WE, AS SOUTH
AFRICANS, STAND UP TO PROCLAIM THAT THE APARTHEID FOUNTAINHEAD OF
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RACISM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IS NO MORE AND THAT POLITICAL POWER
HAS PASSED INTO THE HANDS OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE.
THESE MASSES MUST AND WILL EXERCISE THIS POWER WITH ALL THE
SENSITIVITY THAT IS DUE IN OUR SITUATION. IN THIS CONTEXT,
CERTAIN MATTERS ARE AS CLEAR AS THE LIGHT OF DAY. NEVER SHOULD
RACISM IN OUR COUNTRY AND FROM WHATEVER QUARTER, RAISE ITS UGLY
HEAD AGAIN. ALL OF US AS SOUTH AFRICANS, BOTH BLACK AND WHITE,
MUST BUILD A COMMON SENSE OF NATIONHOOD IN WHICH ALL IDEAS OF
VENGEANCE AND RETRIBUTION ARE IMPERMISSIBLE. OUR COUNTRY MUST, BY
ITS DEEDS, TAKE ITS PLACE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH AS A
CHAMPION OF PEACE, A DEFENDER OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY, AN ENEMY
OF POVERTY AND HUMAN DEGRADATION.
YOU HAVE BEEN AND ARE WITH US AS WE STRUGGLE TO END THE SYSTEM OF
WHITE MINORITY DOMINATION. AS AN EXPRESSION OF OUR COMMON
HUMANITY, AND NOT AN ACT OF CHARITY, WE ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO
WALK THE LAST MILE WITH US. AS YOUR FUTURE PARTNER, YOU WILL HAVE
A SOCIETY WHOSE HALLMARKS WILL BE TOLERANCE OF ALL VIEWS AND
RESPECT FOR THE LIFE AND DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON, BOTH YOUNG AND
OLD.
WE THANK YOU THAT YOU BENT EVERY EFFORT TO SECURE OUR RELEASE
FROM PRISON. YOU GAVE US THE POSSIBILITY WHOSE IMPORTANCE TO US
IS WITHOUT MEASURE, TO JOIN HANDS WITH OUR OWN PEOPLE, WITH YOU
AND THE REST OF HUMANITY TO BRING ABOUT THE CHANGE IN OUR COUNTRY
AND OUR REGION, WHICH EVEN THE MUTE BUT BLOODSTAINED STONES IN
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THE KILLING FIELDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA DEMAND MUST COME AND MUST
COME NOW.
WE SHALL FOREVER BE OBLIGED TO YOU FOR THIS AND FOR THIS
UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT YOU HAVE GIVEN US TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT OUR
DREAMS AND TO CONTRIBUTE A LITTLE TO THE EVERLASTING FRIENDSHIP
BETWEEN THE CANADIAN AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN PEOPLE.
OUR COMMON VICTORY, THE VICTORY OF DEMOCRACY AND NON-RACIALISM,
IS WITHIN OUR GRASP. LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY SHALL REIGN
SUPREME IN OUR COUNTRY AS WELL. THANK YOU.


