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18 Sept enber 1991

Present:

V. Meyer VI, |/

Vs

M J. Samuel v/’ M caduz/Vbdqga
Dr F. Auerbach Vat 4%

Ms P. O pen

M M Mhahlele/ vaaga

Ms 3. Watson N

M 77k! |/ Mawk .

APCLOE 8: None

CHAlI RPERSON: Bar bara Wat son

Each nenber of the commttee was given two docunents: Rbgortfbrthe
gt/ agae owght M gt ee and Backgr oundwoocumt on gheBat/agae Tru_.g t.
At the start of the neeting, the mnutes of the previous neeting
had not yet arrived. Consequently there were no matters arising
fromthe previous neeting that we were aware of. There were only
three items on the agenda:

1. The report of the Executive director

2. NCCR updat e

3 Any ot her business

Appreci ati on was expressed for the report which the Executive
Director had prepared - it was 9enerally felt that it coneolidated
and articulated clearly the concerns of the Trust.

Mohammad T1lkly apol ogi sed that the report that he had witten had
not been circulated prior to the neeting, and assured nenbers of
the Trust that they would be in future. Grave concern was expressed
at perceptlons that there is a separatlon of the NCCR and the
Bat | agae Trust.

prepared. (Ent1tled "Report for the Batlagae Oversight conmmttee"
and dated 17 Septenber 1991)

Franz Auerbach pointed out that it was inperative that we identify
who it 13 that 13 responsible for the eettlng up of echoole for
returnees. He argued that it had been thought that neither the ANC
nor the NCCR were 1n any position to be able to do so. The queetlon
then arises of whether the state should be reeponsi ble. However in
terns of our own report drawn up by the team who went to Tanzani a,
state schools would be inappropriate because of a variety of
reasons.

John Samuel said that he felt that it was the thinking of the ANC
that the NCCR is responsible for the bringing back of the returnees
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and that once they were here, that the state is repsonsibie. While
they are conscious that we are not necessariiy going to get this,
a conproni se was reached

NCCR stated that the NCCR 1S able to assist with once off and
1l1lnmited educatienal grants but that nore than this was inpossible,

ei nce the organi sation does not even have an educati onal convener
but the trust was rem nded that the UNHCR i s constantly suggesting
that the government shouid be approached.

The question of our identifying tenmporary and appropriate pieces
for these children was raised, since it is ciear that all of the
pl aces that the governnment has seiected have been in particuiarly
conservative - one of the schoois which does seem appropriate is
Bi airgowie. Mchaei Corke has raised Biairgowmie with sone of the
rei evant iocai authorities, but seenms to have got no further than
this.

It was feit that there are two i ssues which the grouping had to
deai wth:

1. Where does the Batiagae Trust beiong? What are

its iinks with the NCCR? What iines of

accountabiiity are there?

2. It was pointed out that time is running out,

that sonme of the teachers have ieft already

and that the children are extreneiy restless.

It is ciear that discussions with the state

have ci early broken down, and we need to

assess whether to ask President Mandeia to

take this issue up with the State President?

It was preposed that the NCCR accepts the work of the Batiagae
Trust as one of its projects since its roie wouid inciude taking
responsibility for the return and reception of the children and
facilitating the placing of them

It was decided that Venita would set up a neeting between Frank
Chi kahe. Brother Jude, Mhanmad, M chael Corke and Venita. It was
proposed that Mohanmed go through the report that he presented in
this neeting of the Batiagae Trust. It was feit that this neeting
should take place prior to the neeting of the NEC next Thursday.
Thi s would inform both Frank and Brother Jude of preciseiy where
we stand.

Furthernore it was proposed that Mohammad present this (sport to
the NEC next Thursday so that the concerns couid be ciarified.
Venita agreed to fax copies of the reports to Brother Jude and to
Frank Chi kane.
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in accordance with NCCR pollcy and

The purpose of this proposed neeting

responsi bi 11ty for this project and to clarify what our nmandate is
and to determine whomit is that we are accountabTe to (It was
tsuggested that accordlng to the history of this committee. we
shoul d be accountable to the Natwonal Education Task Force since
it was out of a nmeeting of this structure that the sub-conmttee
was forned.)

It was suggested that Mohamed neet with the ANC Repatriation
commttee to fill them 1n On the recent developnents, and to ask
themto send a representative to the Batiagae Trust neetings.
(Cal eb Bush used to be the representative and has not been

repl aced.)

Finally it was suggested that wt was inportant that Mhamad find
out what the PAC was pWanning to do about the repatriation of its
menbers.



Bat | agae Oversight Committee

M nutes of a neeting concerning the repatriation of students
attendi ng Somafco in Tanzania, held on Friday, 6 Septenber at St

Bar nabas Col | ege

Present: M A S Corke (Chairman), S thenyana, L Mabandla, V Meyer, A
Papenfus, M Tikly

Updat e on Devel opnent s

The Chairman informed the commttee that the Batlagae Trust has net
and formalized its existence.

He brought the commttee up to date on his comrunications wth

M nisters Venter and van der Merwe's offices. Wile all are in
agreenment about the dispersal of the younger students, the state and
the oversight comm ttee have reached an inpasse over the
establ i shnent of a reception centre/school; the governnent refuses to
assist with the search for prem ses unless its officials are all owed
to be part of the task team going to Tanzania. To surnount this
hurdl e, the ANC encouraged the Chairnman to address the press, through
the Anglican Church. The Chairman has also inforned J Hattingh that
if the governnent were nore co-operative about |ocating prenmesis, the
oversight conmittee (through the ANC) might try to re-open

negoti ations with the Tanzani ans concerning the visit of governnent
officials to Somafco.

M Ti kl y has been appointed director of the Somafco repatriation
effort.

The Chairman remi nded the commttee that it rmust raise funds to pay
the salary of the director. The Chairnman has submtted a proposal to
the German Enbassy. M Tikly will submit subsequent proposals. A
smal | amount of the Rhodes Trust seed nobney for Batlagae in the St
Bar nabas Qutreach Fund has been used to hire MTikly a car for the
nont h of Septenber.

Potential Sites

The Chairman reported that Stilfontein mne has been investigated and
rejected; the same is true for Langlaate technical school. The Nata
press has resurrected St Elno’s, and Nigel and Blairegowie are
possi bl e. A Papenfus suggested investigating an old m ning conpound
and school, Qatenmm, as well as seven floors available of an office
bl ock in Braanfontein. She also said that the old B G Al exander
Nurses Horme in Dornfontein is worth investigating.

A Papenfus said that the oversight conmttee should target those
sites that it knows the governnent would be prepared to give.
MTikly reiterated the urgence with which a sight nust be found
(because the Sonmaf oo students’ classes have ended and they are
waiting to return), and stressed the fact that the government nust
find and donate the property; going about the matter in the private
sector will take too long. S thenyana added that a task force would
be unwise to visit Somafco until it could assure the students of the
date of their return and of there being a reception centre in South
Africa to acconpdate them

V Meyer encouraged the committee to consider that its mission mght
not be feasible; perhaps all of the returnees should be scattered
around the country. She doubted that the government woul d be
fothcom ng with prem ses.

The Chai rnan suggested that the oversight conmmittee might contact M
Mandel a, asking himto encourage M de Klerk to reaffirmhis prom se
that the governnment assist in this repatriation effort.
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L Mabandl a expl ained that the ANC considers this effort to be a
priority and that he and M Ti kly have sought guidance from M Sisulu
about the inpasse. L Mabandl a suggested that the oversight commttee
menbers fromthe ANC draft a menp to be sent to M Mandel a outli ning
the i npasse, and asking himto contact M de Kl erk about it. M
Mandel a should ask M de Klerk to provide prenesis and funding as was
originally prom sed. S thenyana suggested that the neno contain the
nanes of avail abl e government properties and the Chairman added t hat
the menp should reiterate Batlagae’s concern for exiles at |arge, and
of the potential for this effort to give birth to an adult education
centre that would benefit

young, educationally deprived South Africans who had never raft the
country.

NCCR

V Meyer reported that at a nmeeting of the NEC of the NCCR, Rev F

Chi kane expressed his enbarassnent about Dr Venter’s August
announcenent that the NCCR had agreed to join a task force going to
Tanzani a, joined by governnent officials. Rev Chikane al so queried
the Batl agae Oversight Committee’s present status and the NCCR s role
inits work. The committee noted Rev Chi kane’s observations and

guesti ons.
V Meyer reported that the UNHCR has established itself in South
Africa; its Pretoria office will be up and running in three to four

nont hs. She suggested that the comrttee ask the UNHCR to contact M
de Klerk as well about the inpasse, and that it encourage the UNHCR
to regard the Somafco children as a test project. She said that they
m ght have government pull that Batl agae has been unable to
cultivate, and that this m ght be the fastest way to bring the
children home. (Once it is running, exiles will be required by the
government to return through the UNHCR).

M Tikly and S thenyana said that the UNHCR may be of assistance to
Bat | agae--both in an advisory capacity and financially--in the | ong

term but that they will not be up and running soon enough to assi st
at present.
Nevert hel ess, UNHCR representatives will be in Johannesburg this

weekend, and V Meyer agreed to arrange for the Chairman and L
Mabandl a to neet with them if possible. S thenyana said that by
Monday, the ANC s own arrangements with the UNHCR wi Il have been
solidified.

I nvol venrent of Other Political Organizations

The Chairnan said that he would arranue for MTikly to nmeet with
Bat| agae trustee WSeriti of the PAC

HJ/ MASC - 2 _
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M chael Corke - CPSA

Neil McCGurc - |E

Li ndel we Mabandl a - ANC Educati on Depart ment

Sindiso . - ANC, (NBC

Cal eb Bush - ANC ( OCRPE)

Franz Auerbach - NCCR

Hadia I smail - SAAIA

Bar bara WAt son - SACRED HEART COLLEGE

Venita Meyer - NCCR

M nutg gng Mangers Am ing

(a)

(b)

i Mnut f h 1191

- Brother Neil McGurc and Marjan Cummi nst nanes had been nisspelt.

- M Mchael Corkests name was inadvertently onmtted fromthe nanes

of person on the oversight commttee and was incl uded.

The M nutes were then accepted as a correct reflection of the

procwdi ngs.

Matteg Arising

Venita Meyer reported that both the PAC and AZAPO had been contacted.

They were to |l et her know of the names of their representatives on the trust.
She reported that she had also invited themto this nmeeting. M chael Corke
said that the issue was urgent and he required the nanes as the Trust Fund
needed to be registered as soon as possible.

Venita Meyer said that she could take responsibility for getting the details
fromthe organi zati on. Other details which were required was: -

- Date of Birth

- Qccupation

- Whether the trustee had any experience in the

wor ki ng of trust conpanies

Cont. . ./2



(b)

Simlar details were required about John Samuel and Li ndel we Mabandl a

took responsibility for letting Mchael Corke know of this.

O her Matters arising were separate itens on the Agenda.

Egpgn Bagk 9n Mating with ne mvgrnngnt

Neil McCGurc reported that 2 neetings had been held with Stoffel van der
Merwe. There were problems in all the Education Departnents, as there was
tremendous mistrust and the right wing was in turnoil and wanted the joint
wor ki ng group stopped i medi ately.

There had however been al ot of synpathy and it was felt by the Governnent
to be a welfare, as well as an Educational problemand it was thought to be
important to draw in Rina Venters Mnistry.

Neil Mgurc felt the placenent of these children (-i-- 100 orphans) should be
handl ed by the ANC Wl fare Desk and ot her Organizations.

Nei |l McGurc handed out copies of a letter fromthe Departnent of Education
(Adriaan Nortje) in which we are referred to M ke Bester of Home Affairs
and Dr Joos Hattingh of Departnent of National Health. The neeting felt that
we nwded as little bureaucracy as possible - Pastoral Care was an integral
part of education. Wiat was required was a Venue and the nost hel pful
Department woul d be the Departnment of Planning and Provincial Affairs.
School Venug

Stilfontein - M Corke said that he had not visited it. It had apparently been
an old mne conpound and di d not sound suitable.

St Elno; - was available. It was situated 70km out of Durban. The question
of security was however a factor to be taken into consideration. It was felt
that in order to establish whether Government was prepared to make a venue
avai |l abl e, we should nmeet with the respective governnent departments. In
particul ar Departnment of Planning and Provincial Affairs.

- cont.../3



4. (a)
(9
5 (a)

ndh

It was felt that the fund should be set up and a place kept for Azapo or PAC
The Trust would be raise and disburse funds to the Steering Committee.

NM 1t was decided that the Trust be called the BATLAGAE

Trust Fund.

The appoi ntnent of g Di ntgrzggtgrdi natglf

Neil McQurc said that an application had been received from Mari us Schoon;

who had know edge of the situation at Somafco as he had taught there for a

few years and then worked as an Admi nistrator.

The ANC representatives present, knew himand felt he was very suitable.

He needed to travel overseas to finalise some arrangements and woul d be gone
for 2 weeks, but it was decided that he be requested to delay his trip, to work
on i mredi ate details.

It was suggested he be paid -!-- R5000.00 per nonth.

An interview with himwas arranged for Wdnesday 12/6/91. He woul d be

i ntervi ewed by Lindel we Mabandl a, M chael Corke, Neil MGurc and Franz

Auer bach at St Barnabas. It was stressed that his major initial function would
be on the ground work and not fundrai sing.

6. Reception Pl ans

It was felt that we should work with the 1/7/91 in mi nd;

The children would stay at the school for 6-18 nonths, depending on their re-

i ntegration.

Al t hough 2 schools were agreed on initially, it was not financially viable, as
over heads woul d be doubl ed. ’

cont. . ./4



The figure of -t-- 653 could rise to 1,000 if people were coming form
Zi mbabwe, Lusaka, Dukwe etc.

Children to be placed in one institution

St Enders had 130 pl ace avail abl e. They shoul d be requested to keep pl aces
until next year.

The main plan is to find a school where -t-- 500 children can be
accommodat ed and educated - There was agreenent on this.

m

- M Corke was working on the Budget.

- The Trust would have to find R2.18 million for 18 nonths.

The Governnent shoul d be approached for funding. It was suggested
that M Jackie Selebi, the head of OCRPE be asked to speak to
CGovernment as he already had contact. If he is to do this alone he
nwms to sit on the Steering Commttee. He should preferably be

i ncluded in the grouip who had di scussions with Governnent

M nistries.

- Mchael Corke and Venita Meyer to | ook at possible buildings.
Adriaan Nortje to be contacted.

It was al so nmentioned that Anglo America had a building available in
Carltonville.

DATE OF NEST MEETI NG WAS SET TENTATI VELY AT 9: 00, AT ST BARNABAS
COLLEGE
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M nutes of a neeting concerning the repatriation of the children at
Somafco in Tanzania held at St Barnabas Col |l ege on Wdnesday, 4
Sept enber, 1991.
Present: M A S Corke, L Habandla, MTikly
In Attendance: H Jones, C Young
ANC Task G oup
L Mabandl a reported on the ANC s 2 Septenber task group neeting.
where the Sonmafco repatriation effort was reviewed. The group Is.
frustrated that the government has failed to find a Site and provlde
funds (based on House of Assenbly rates), despite the fact that
former Mnister of National Education, Stoefel van der Merwe, _
prom sed as rmuch. VWiile it will not be conpletely up and running for
three nonths, the United Nations H gh Conm ssion on Refugees has _
established itself in South Africa; its new offices are in Pretoria.
L Mabandla said that the Oversight Committee (through V Meyer), needs
to clarify the UNHCR s invol venment; he suspects that they W11 want
to be involved only temporarily, offering sone funding for a _
six-nmonth period. The ANC Departnent of Welfare is eager to mnimze
the invol venent at the TPA #Tnaasgaat zasev$55; 34
Aaneaegepcti na. e: 1: : &ee) whose invol venent woul d be curbed by the
Child Wlfare Act’s under 18 age |limt anyway. Mst of the Somafco
students returning are over 18 years at age.
The task group will re-evaluate the project in one-week. A sight
must be tound i mrediately for the establishment of a reception centre
because the ANC hopes that the children will return in early Cctober.
Sone Sonafco students will probably return as early as the end of
thi s week.
Comuni cation with Government O ficials
M A S Corke brought the group up to date on his dealings with the
gevernment. He has been urged by M Bernard Lowe (M nister van der
Merwe’'s assistant), to work with Mnister Rina Venter of the
Desartnment at Heal th and Popul ati on Devel opnent; she is now
responsi bl e tor the governmentis role in the project. In her 2
Seatenber letter to MA S Corke, she avoids taking responsibility for
ixnding a site. and confirns that Batl agae-governnent negotiations
gtll not procede until government officials are allowed to visit
dmaf co.
L Mabandl a responded that the decision tor governnent officials to
visit Somafco rests not with the ANC but with the Tanzani an
governnment. As a matter of principle, the Tanzani ans are inflexible
on this point. They were al so offended by the South African
governmenti s manuvering with the British to gain entry.
Strategies for Overcom ng the | npasse
The Press--The group agreed that reports of the governnent-Batl agae
i mpasse in the press night help to overcone it. The source of the
reports will be the Anglican Church. M A S Corke will consult
Ar chbi shop Tutu about how to procede.
Denogratic Party--MA S Corke will reiterate Batlagae' s interest in
acquiring Blairgowie H gh School .
While this:will be the first stem the group m ght have to pursue the
%l | owi ng options:
UNHCR- - L Mabandl a suggested that the governnment mnight accept a report
on Somafco from UN officials who m ght acconpany Batl agae menmbers on
a Visit to the school.
Meno torhandel a--L Mabandla mght wite a menbo to Messrs Mandel a or
Moeki _asking that they reopen the question of South African governent
of f 1clal s visiting Somatcojw th the Tanzani an government. L Mabandl a
said that this might be a dead-end.



.Contacting the State Presi dEDt-eM A 8 Cork. mght wit!

Kl erk remlnding himof his a

In |
re . 1 about the
Somafco stud . and the stategnent with "' "ahde a

site and fundi ng.
h Promi ses to Batl agae regarding a
procedures through
He might ask p 1' e the
Per haps pressure fromthe

conmunity ercone the inpasse and
EXPEdI t E the students’
Fundr ai si ng
MTikly will begin

13 mllion funding proposal to be subnetted to

Botentzal U B and
Eur opean funders, as well es_the |ndependent
evel oprment Trust.

Prehi d' nt d.
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Bat | agae Oversight Committee

M nutes of a neeting concerning the repatriation of children from
SOMAFCO i n Tanzania held at St Barnabas Col |l ege on Saturday, 20
July, 1991.

Present: Archie Abrahans, Cal eb Bush, Marjan Cunmins, M chael Corke,
Li ndel we Mabandl a, Kl aas Mashi shi, V Meyer, Barbara Watson

Apol ogi es: Franz Auerbach, Maria Corke Neil MQurk, Pat O pen, Rans
Ranokgopa

M nutes of the Previous Meeting: The m nutes of the 16, 18, and 19
July neetings were taken as read and approved.

NCCR Report

A Abraham said that the conmittee needs to clarify its relationship
and inprove its communications with the National Coordinating
Conmittee for Repatriation. Despite the fact that F Auerbach has
tabl ed docunentati on at NCCR National Executive Conmittee (NBC),
neetings and V Meyer has kept the National Director updated on the
Bat| agae committee’s work, the Executive knows very little about the
conmittee’'s progress and problens. Its ignorance has inspired

m sdi rected concern about V Meyer’s signing the Hillview Centre
agreement with the governnent in her capacity as a representative of
the NCCR on the Batlagae Committee. A Abraham suggested that the
conmttee report directly to the NEC. Al agreed that V Meyer will
keep the NBC and Executive Director inforned of the everyday worKkings
of the committee. She and M Corke will report to the dual Chairnen
of the NCCR concerning | arger issues and deci sions facing the trust
conmittee. V Meyer said that the NCCR doe: acknow edge the good work
that the conmittee is doing; it is concerned, however, about the
conmittee’'s bunpy dealings with the governnent.

The Conmittee’s Communications with the Governnent

V Meyer said that it is inappropriate for only certain individuals to
neet with governnment officials and to make deci sions wthout the
conmittee’s knowl edge and consent. M Corke added that several tines
the committee has had to repudi ate deci sions nmade at such neetings; a
fact that makes the committee | ook i nconpetent. The commttee al so
relinqui shes nore control to the governnent in such nonents. Both C
Bush and A Abraham explained that in nmeetings with government

of ficials about other ANC- government matters, Batlagae inevitably
cones up. However, they agreed that all decisions should be made in
consultation with the commttee.

The comm ttee asked M Corke to approach Mnisters Venter and van der
Merwe to oppose the school’s being registered with the state.

School Locati on

V Meyer |isted a nunber of governnent-reconrended sites. The
conmittee added three sites to that list: Eskom property at

Henl ey-on-Klip, a school and dormtory in Langl aate, and space

avai |l abl e at a school in Kangwane. Al were to be discussed in the
22 July neeting in Pretoria. M Corke said that the school’s | ocation
is a commttee decision, not a government one.

Security

M Corke said that the committee nmust denmand fromthe police a plan
for how to secure the school and the official report on the

i nvestigation of the Hillview bonbing. A Abrahans said that the ANC



wi Il suggest a person to work with the police on the investigation
it is crucial that an ANC nenber participate to encourage the pursuit
of the truth. M Corke will seek an interviewwith Mnister of Law
and Order, Adriaan VI ok
Fundi ng
M Cor ke reported that the Whas donated o the St
Bar nabas Qutreach fund for the oversight commttee as
8 Watson suggested that the trust have its own W
; A Abrahans stated that this repatriation effort should be governnent
"2 funded, and that the committee should focus on this. He al so
nentioned that several Eupopean countries are interested in naking
donations to the trust. C Bush reiterated the inportance on
"odopti ng Mohammad Tickly to the trust committee to-assiet Wth
af I dr ai si ng.
M Corke will oversee the drafting of
s’ H." ,. -"..t FIV,:._,
Search for the Program Director
M Corke said that the selection conmittee, F Auerbach, M Corke, L
Mabandl a, and N McGurk, would try to convene and interview potentia
candi dates early during the week of 22 July.
Trust Menmebrs on MMC Sub-conmittees
M A Abrahans, and Beeftie
w P Auerbach, C Bush, M Cumm ns, L Mabandla, P O pen
W Maria Corke, V Meyer, A Papenfus
R- wa "-31-: gezwr A Abraham and Maria Corke
% | hel person selected to be the project director will serve
on"i.is commfttee.

W B Watson. The committee asked 8 Watson to
.contact t e apartnent of Social Wl fare Services. Perhaps
together they can redirect the sub-conmittee’s attention away from
the proposed trip to Tanzania and onto nore rel evant and pressing
i ssues. V Meyer added that this sub-comm ttee should consider the
hiring of a psychol ogi st, physician and attorney.
M A Abrahans said that the trust comittee and
e governmmen need to forma sub-committee that will oversee all of
the | egal paperwork--consent forms, adoption papers, etc.
Strategy for Meeting in Pretoria on Monday 22 July
M Cor ke said that he would report selectively on his nmeeting with a
di plomat at the British Enbassy. He will chide the Departnent of
Honme Affairs for giving the commttee only 24 hours notice about the
fund appeal it intended to make to the British on the SOVAFCO
children's behalf. And he said that he would report that the nobney

the British have agreed to donate will be taken from funds already
glloiated by the British for South African repatriation efforts.
InaYr 710 .11 T" 2 tr,, ..” a- -H

Abr ahans added.
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The conmittee agreed that it would keep a record of its own mnutes
of the government meetings.

C Bush said that the conmittee needs to suggest the devel opnent of a
support committee in Natal to oversee the devel opnent of the schoo

at St Elno’s -- a plan to which the governnent is conpletely opposed,
at present.

HJ/ MASC
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M nutes of a neeting concerning the repatriati on and educati on of
children from SOVAFCO i n Tanzania, held at St Barnabas Col | ege on
Monday, 17 June, 1991.

In Attendance: Archie Abrahams (ANC), Franz Auerbach (NCCR), Caleb
Bush (ANC), M chael Corke (Anglican Church), Joos Hattingh (Nationa
Health), Louis Kok (Home Affairs), Jeanette Myburgh (SANCCW, M chae
Stroebel (Hone Affairs), Henna van Vuuren (SANCCW, Tok van Vuuren
(DET), G P van der Hesthuizen (Hone Affairs)

The partici pants agreed on an agenda and on M Corke as Chairnan.
Citizenship

C Bush reported that he haS

t- J Hatting . le repor

children have Hiigdiiillband will need, as L Kok expl ained, their
original name res ore and new identity docunents issued to that
effect. Other children have one South African parent and one
Tanzani an parent. Sone parents were never narried, and some have
di ed. Such facts raise | egal questions about the com ng of the
chi l dren unacconpani ed or acconpani ed by a fotegin born parent, to
South Africa.

Most of the children, because they are bel ow 18 years of age, will
not require indemity. However, sone young adults wll.

The. ANC will nmake sure that M and

Nate filled out and submtted to the governnent for

each chil d.

The children will all have received W

In response to J Hattingh and M Corke’s questions about orphans, J
Myburgh and H van Vuuren agreed to devise ' -ur-wanl mfor
unacconpani ed children to be signed by their 1. 1n Tanzani a,
permitting themto cone to South Africa al one. A Abraham added that

nost orphaned children will have a contact relative or famly friend
in South Africa.
The | egal custody of a nunmber of children will have to be settled in

It was agreed that the ANC woul d collect and provide nore detail ed
background i nformati on on each child to the Departnment of Hone
Affairs and to SANCCFW Later, J Hattingh added that included in

each child s report should be his/her education history.

Destination of Children/Phasing of Their Return

Wil e sone of the expected 400-600 returning children wll

i medi ately disperse to friends and relatives all over South Africa,
the mgjority of the children will have no specific place to go.

There were several discussions on this point. Wile the participants
representing the governnent suggested placing the children in schools
all over the country, the representatives fromthe ANC and the Church
argued that it is in the best interest of the children for themto

remai n together. Keeping the community intact will provide the
children with the enotional support that they will need from each
other to adjust, and all of the children will need six nonths of

preparatory schooling to enable themto survive in South African
schools. They agreed that the PW/ area would he the nost suitable

| ocation for the school. M Cotke added that the recurring probl ens
in DET school s nake them an unacceptable alternative for the SOVAFCO
1/



chi l dren.
VWil e the ANC had hoped to transport the children by air to South
Africa over a three week period in groups of 150 at the end of June,
all agreed that such a schene is unfeasible. Eirst, the information
on the children nust be collected, expenditures and fundi ng sources
must be identified, and acconodati on nmust be arranged. ,

Educati on Needs
Aga|n the group discussed the -..-A

" ,. - a Ano it discussed

,,.I
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Wi le the ch|Idren are proficient in English, they will need to learn
Afrikaans. Determining their |evel of education has already been

done by the team of educators who visited SOMOFCO in April; they used
Joint Matriculation Board |level materials to evaluate the children

F Auerbach pointed out that many of the children speak fluent Swahil
and asked about the potential for allowing themto count proficiency
in Swahili toward their high school requirenments. M Corke responded
that in his future discussions with the Mnister of Education and
Training and with the Chairnen of the’ J-Wand

.the W he will raise again the

Il ,. H
Acconpdat i on

M Corke reported on two potential sites. One was at St Elmo’s Schoo
in Natal. Because of the political and cultural violence there at
present, the group agreed that St Elnpo’s is an unacceptable site.
Also rejected was the Mnister’'s offer of a site at the iiiil-lilinb
Il1... Not only are the buildings on site unconducive to establishing
a school, but also the area is a dying one; recruiting teachers could
be difficult.
Al'l agreed that the school should be | ocated near Johannesburg. F
Auer bach asked if J Hattingh could enquire with the TED about such
acconodation. J Myburgh, in response to a question by M Corke,
reported that the buildings of the old Johannesburg Children’'s Hone
wi Il be vacant (they are presently occuppi ed by Sagewood School),
soon, but that they can only acconpdate 120 children and are not
suitable to the needs of the Sompfco children
A Abrahanson said that at present, acconodation is the nost pressing
i ssue, and he asked for a commttment fromthe government to find a
sui tabl e venue as soon as possible. M Corke suggested that the group
hire a professional to do a property search, and he agreed to artange
for this.

D Hattingh nade the point that it will be nuch easier and quicker for
the government to find acconpdation for the children in different
regions of the country, than it will to find a single venue that 1

| arge enough. Despite this reality, the group agreed that it nust

9-. - gm,.- ... Wwiwan. wa-- s .
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M Corke connented t hat the group rmust make explicit plans for the
children after the initial phase of their comng to South Africa.
Transport to South Africa
0g.i 3s vehioigs in Tanzania baok to South Africa and asked if the
c 1 ren cou be transported in them All agreed that the noving of
500-600 children in such a way woul d be very dangerous. Flight would
be the preferable nbode of transportation. A Abrahamson said that
South African Airlines has given a 40% concession to the repatriation
effort, and that this discount mght apply in the case of these
2/



children. Arranging for SAA a | anding in Tanzania m ght be a
problem A Abrahanms said that the children could be transported by
train to Lusaka and board pl anes fromthere.

Budget

To what extent will the governnent be involved? M Stroebel said that
he had received no information on this nmatter. J Harttingh said that
he woul d need to prepare a nmeno to be sent to the cabinet. He told
the group that he feels responsible for the children and is eager for
their return and reintegration to progress smoothly. He appealed to
the group for nore tine to enable himto do his job properly.

C Bush responded that the teachers and students at SOVAFCO i ntend to
shut down a | arge segnment of the school (that acconpdates preschool
primary, and junior secondary students) at the end of the termin
June (forns 4 and 5 will conplete their secondary education at the
school). And that they made this decision based on the expectation
that the children would be traveling to South Africa by then. He
said that unfufilled expectations are danaging to the group’s efforts
to assist the people at SOVAFCO, and urged the group to be as
vigilant as possible in conpleting its tasks speedily.

.Date of the Next Meeting

The next heeting will be held on Monday, 24 June at 10 am at St
Barnabas College. If the nmeeting is unnecessary, J Hattingh wll
informthe participants by tel ef ax.

HJ/ MASC
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