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Unof ficial translation
Statenment on South AfriCa nade at the Meeting of the
Foreign Mnisters of the Nordic Counties at Karl sham tram
W
C
The foreign mnister: of the Nordic countries noted with
sati sfaction that progress has continued in South Africa
since the last Meeting of Nordic Foreign Mnisters was
hel d. The m nisters particularly wel comed President de
Ki erk’a undertaki ng that he woul d ptapose the abolition of
the laws on which apartheid is based in the current
parlianmentary sessicn
The ministers were pleased to observe that the South
African governnment has now taken significant concrete steps
to realize President de Klerk’s promises in the formof the
,legislative prepasals which were presentEd recently. The
?Nordic foreign mnisters are |acking forward to the
i npl enentation of the tihal decisive |egislative steps
towards a soci ety which has-heen freed from apart hei d.
It is encouraging that additional agreenments have been

entered into between the ANC and the South African
government regarding the resunption o: the rel ease of
political prisoners and the repatriation of refugees in
exile. The constructive spirit which characterized the
first neeting between the | eaders of the ANC and Inkatha is
a further encouraging :eature. The ministers noted with
sati staction the ARC proposals for an all-part7 congress on
the :uhdamehtal principles for negotiations on a denpcratic
constitution.
At the sanme tinme. the brutal and neaningl ess viol ence which
has caused thousands at deaths over a nunber of years and
which is still continuing is a highly disturbing teature of
devel opnents in South Africa. The South Attican governnent
has a special responsibility to: ensuring that this
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violence is rapidly brought to an end. The ministers al so
- appealed to the ANC and | nkatha | eaders to continue to nmake
i every effort to ensure that talks.ahout the South Africa O:
the future can take place in a peacetul and constructive
at nosphere. -
The minister: noted that the Nordic countries have been
nmaki ng joint endeavours since 1978 to contribute to the
total abolition of apartheid by peaceful neans.
In the Nordic progtamme on South Africa which the foreign
m ni sters adopted at their nmeeting in Ml de in Septenber
1990. the mnisters established that. in the-1ight of
devel opnents in South Africa, they wi shed to continuously
eval uate and consi der adjustnents of Rordic neasures
regardi ng South Africa. ’
Agai nst this background, the foreign mnisters discussed
how the Nordic countries can best support and expedite the
di al ogue in South Africa and the process of negotiation
The foreign mnisters noted that, in the Iight of the
devel opnents outlined above, the tine.is apptoaching when
the econom ¢ sanctions applied by the Nordic countries
agai nst South Africa nust he reexam ned. Actua
devel opnents in South Africa are the decisive factor in any
possi bl e rel axati an of sanctions policies.
The foreign mnisters agreed that the abolition of the
apartheid syetem which is based on |egislative neasures,
will he a turning point in the devel opnent of South Africa
;which will make it possible for the Nordic cauhtries to
grevoke econoni c sanctions. on the basis of a conprehensive
political assessnent of the situation.
However. the encouragi ng changes which are taking.place in
South Africa already justify additional steps on the part
of the Nordic countries to pronote dial ogue and the process
of denocratization. In the current situation, the mnisters
are convinced that this endeavour will benefit from broader
contacts between the NO:dic.countries and South Attica. The
Nordi c countries have therefore decided to abolish the
speci al guidelines which apply to: the granting of visas to
South Attican citizens, with the exception of restrictions
which are required to ensure the inplementation O:
nati onal Iy applicable sancti One.
The ministers also conzitnmed their intention to support
ettorts in South Africa to reduce econonmc difierences and
to ptonote denocracy, tollowing the abolition of the
apartheid system
The Netdic foreign mnisters declare their strong hope that
the government e! South Africa will new inplenent its
policy of reformso that genui ne and meani ngfu
negoti ati ons on a new, denocratic constitution can start as
soon as possible. It is therefore desirable that parlianent
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;ultils President de Klezk’a undertaking to abolish the
apartheid | aws and that the government 0: South Africa
renoves all th. remaining obstacles to- negotiations on a
new constitution to: South Africa u soon as ?ossihle.
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