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male B-52 pilot

L3

T e mea mmen s

axed over adultery

WASHINGTON. ~ In
the face of a rising
storm in Congress, the

FIRST LT KELLY J
FLINN arrives to
awalt word on her
pending court-mar-
tlal at Minot Air
Force Base North
Dallas. Dr ANN DUN-
CAN, a member of
the defence team, ac-
companies her.

Air Force yesterday

defended its decision

to court-martial the
country’s first female
B-52 bomber pilot for
adultery.

The trial of Lieutenant
Kelly Flinn at an air base
in North Dakota has been
on hold since Tuesday
while Air Force secretary
Sheila Widnall considers

the pilot’s request for an -

honourable discharge in

liew of a court martial. A-
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decision was not expected

ycsterday, the Air Form g

T‘he Air Force's rruh-
tary chief went on the of-
fensive at a Senate sub-

committee hearing amid -

an uproar over the case,
which has been widely
perceived as the Air
Force’s unfair meddling
in people’s private lives.

“This is an issue about .-
an officer who is en-"

trusted to fly nuclear
weapons who disobeyed

an order, who lied. That

is what this is about,” said
General Ronald Fogle-

man.

Granting Lt Flinn, who
is single, an honourable
discharge in lieu of court
martial when she had
been charged with adul-
tery, fraternisation, dis-
obeying an order and ly-
ing would be unpre-
cedented, Air Force offic-
ials said.

Lt Flinn faces a maxi-
mum of nine and a half
years in prison if found
guilty.

Turning up the heat on
the Air Force were mem-
bers of Congress sympa-
thetic to Lt Flinn, includ-
ing Senate  Majority
Leader Trent Lott, who
said the pilot had been
“badly abused™ by the Air
Force.

“A career has already
been destroyed. Who is

going to benefit from
this?” he asked reporters
yesterday.

Lt Flinn has admitted
to having an affair with a
married civilian, but said
he conned her into believ-

ing he was legally separ-
ated and filing for a div-
orce. She also admitted to
a fling with an enlisted
man.

Both are violations of
‘Air Force rules against
adultery and fraternisa-
tion, but her supporters
argue that the service rou-
tinely gives men in such
cases less severe punish-
ments.

Air Force officials say
what makes Lt Flinn's
case more serious is that
she lied and disobeyed an
order to stay away from
her lover — violations of
codes of military conduct
essential to good order
and discipline.

In an outpouring of let-
ters to newspapers and
members of Congress, the
public has generally sided
with the 26-year-old pilot,
who is seen by many as
the victim of a nmale-
dominated military estab-
lishment intruding in
people’s private lives.

But the case is getting
messier by the day.

The pilot's lover, Marc
Zigo, called a television
talk show. on Tuesday
with the claim that Lt
Flinn was not telling the
truth because she had
known he was married.

A letter to Ms Widnall
signed by Gayla Zigo, his
now ex-wife, said Lt Flinn
“knew we were married
and not separated but
that did not stop her”. It

- expressed anger that Lt

Flinn might get an hon-
ourable discharge and es-

cape trial. — Sapa-AFP.
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