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There was no m en t io n of Maths and Physics. Here I saw anot her

i m ba la nc e and deci de d to m a j or  in Maths and Physics. I w q -a-

was p a r t i c u l a r l y  re as s u r e d  in my cho ic e when stunned students 

told me that no-one had ever m aj or ed  in these two in the history 

of Fort Hare.

"What s tr an ge majors", the student s would say "No one ever 

passes Maths and Physics here," others warned me, and I th ou gh t 

"that is e xa ct ly  the reason why I must take Maths and Physics".

Jo Mokwen a,  my c o l l e a g u e  from my e a r l i e s t  days in Fort Hare, 

opted for the same maj or s as did also Lance lot  Gama, also from 

St Peters.
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Tapes starts with song "How Great Thou "art"

The small Easte rn Cape Town of Alice, said to be b elo w sea level,

serves two ed u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wi th i n  its m un ic ip al  area 

which are in fi ni te ly  more fa mous than itself.. All three, that 

is Al ice  and the two ins ti tui ons , which are wi thi n wa l k i n g  distan 

d i s t a n c e  of one another, are built aro un d the Ty um ie  River, which 

runs in a south east L shape b r a c k e t i n g  Fort Hare, with Lov ed al e 

on the west of the river and the town of Al ic e on the south of th 

the river. The road from Alice to the H o l g s b e r g  M o u n t a i n s  and 

be yo nd  ran t h ro ug h the Fort Hare cam pu s (I don|t know if it still

does), d i v i d i n g  it into two parts with, on the ri ght of the road

in that order, annex r e s i d e n c e  for men, Wo r s l e y  House, the colleg 

di ni ng  hall, Iona, which is the P r e s b y t a r i a n  r e s i d e n c e  and to the 

north of Iona, Be d al e Hall, the A n g l i c a n  r e si den ce . All the 

re s i d e n c e s  are mens re si de nc es . To the west of the road w her e th 

the c ol le ge  a s s e m b l y  hall known as the C .U. an a b b r e v i a t i o n  

for C h r i s t i a n  Union Hall, and be yon d this blocks of bu ild ing  

hous ing  lecture rooms, the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s ci enc e l a b or a to ri es  

and the c ol le ge  library. Fu r t h e r  wes t near the banks of the 

Ty um ie  River, was the womens re si de n ce , known as 

E 1ukhany i s w e n i .

Fort Hare was linked to Al ice  by a b ri d g e  over the T yu m i e  River 

and to L o v e d a l e  by a w o b b l i n g  s u s p e n s i o n  f o o t b r i d g e  which 

o ff ere d little a s s u r a n c e  that n ot hi ng  wo uld ha ppe n be fo re  you 

reach ed the o the r bank, but it had stood the test of th ou s a n d s  

of fo ot s t e p s  over the de cad es ..  Some staff me m b e r s  lived in 

town while oth er s o c c up ie d staff houses on the p e r i p h e r y  of 

the campus. My r e s i d e n c e  was Be d al e Hall. This was a 

do u bl e storey L shaped b u i l d i n g  with a long north south and a 

s h or te r east west  wing f ^ > n n  west and south r e s p e c t i v e l y .

A fai rl y wide b a l co ny  was m ar k e d  off with a series of arches.

The east west b al co n y ended with some two or th ree  steps leading 

to the door of the W ar de n s of fi c e  wh ich  was part of his r e s i d e n c e  

and opp os it e the end of the north south b al co ny  was a chapel 

a few paces from the b a lc on y with its door  f a c i n g  tfte balc ony
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At the back of the b y i ld in g  that is on the e as te r n side were 

t o il et s and a di s u s e d  ten ni s courts. In the f o r e g r o u n d

an open space c o v e r e d  with grass s u f f i c i e n t l y  short to

en a b l e  one of the r e s i d e n t s  to use it as a little golf

course. I r e m e m b e r  Aa ron Li bon e a medi'cal aid

st u de nt  from St Pe ters and an a sp ir i n g  golf player. He

would use that little space as his golf c ou r s e  and I often

wa t c h e d  him doing all the m a n e o u v r e s  with legs body and

arms and the golf stick be fo re  the final swing, which

alas had to be c o n t r o l l e d  so as to avoid d r i v i n g  the golf ball

bey on d a limited 50 ya rds or so. 6-ê rrpai sn lu lliy-e-tlier

r e-s i dcncc-s

C o m p a r e d  to the ot he r r e s i d e n c e s  Be da le  Hall was r e l a t i v e l y  

new. Until it was built the A n g l i c a n  s t u d e n t s  o cc up i e d  the 

an n ex e on the o t he r side of the M e t h o d i s t  r e s i d e n c e  of 

We s l e y  Hall. The wa rd en  of the an nex e was then Bi shop 

Smythe. He b ec a m e  the first w ar d e n  of B ed a l e  Hall, and 

seemed to have got on e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  well with the studen ts  

His s u c c e s s o r  as wa r de n of B ed a l e  Hall was Bi s ho p Fe r gu so n 

Davey, f o r m e r l y  Bis ho p of S i n g ap or e,  who af ter his 

r e t i r e m e n t  was a p p o i n t e d  to take c ha r g e  of this A n g l i c a n  

re si de nc e.  He w e l c o m e d  us to Be d al e Hall, that is those 

of us who were new ar ri va ls  and we soon got to know him as 

a most p l e a s a n t  old man, and his wife, Mrs F e r g u s o n  Davey.

In my y o u n g e r  days at Bizana, I knew p eo p l e  ar oun d my home.

I grew  to know pe o p l e  and places f u r t h e r  away, but wi th in  the 

d i s t r i c t  of Bizana. Indeed I r e g a r d e d  m y s e l f  as pre tt y

w p ]  1^
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well t r a v e l l e d  wi th in  that di str ic t.  C e r t a i n l y  more  than the 

a v er ag e boy of my age in my locality. Then I went on to 

Holy Cross, w he re  I w i d e n e d  my little world, for I was 

then living in an o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  - F l ag st af f.  My fe llo w 

stu d en ts  came from all the four d i s t r i c t s  of Ea st er n Pondoland, 

they were  Bizana, Lus iks ik i, F l a g s t a f f  and Ta ba nk ul u.

Th ere was even one from Umz im ku lu , some d i s t a n c e  north east 

of Bizana.

Next came St Pet ers  s e c o n d a r y  school w h e r e  I had been in the 

c o m p a n y  of A f r i c a n  st ude nt s who among th em  spoke several 

languages, Sotho, Tswana, Zulu, A f r i k a a n s  as well as of course 

English. A few cam from the Cape, some from Natal as well as

the Or a ng e Free State, but the m a j o r i t y  came from the

W i t w a t e r s r a n d  and the rest of the T ra ns va al  and so my world was 

w i d e r  still. What was more, until I r e a c h e d  St Peters, 

the staff at the p ri ma ry  scho ols  I had a t t e n d e d  were all 

Afr ic an s.  At St Peters the m a j o r i t y  of the t e a c h e r s  were 

Europea n,  as we w ou ld say in the l an gua ge  of those days.

There was alsoa d i f f e r e n c e  in the range of s u b j ec ts  ta ug ht  as

b e tw ee n the g r a m m e r  school and St Peters s e c o n d a r y  school.

W h er ea s at Holy Cross I had st ud ie d Xhosa, Eng 1 i sh, H i s t o r y , 

Ge o gr aph y,  A r i t h m a t i c  and S c r i p tu re , all co m p u l s o r y ,  at St Peters 

the la nguages ta u gh t were Tswana, Sotho, Xhosa, Zulu, English 

A f r i k a a n s  and Latin. Of th ese E ng lis h and one of the v e r n a c u l a r  

la ng ua ge s as well as Latin wer e c o m p u l s o r y ,  then History, 

Geo g ra ph y,  D o m e st ic  S c i e n c e  for girls, Ph ysi ca l Scien ce 

S c i p t u r e  and po ssi b ly even Hygie ne.
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Then came Fort Hare. Here my world was w i d e r  still.

Ap ar t from A f r i c a n  students, th er e were  also 'coloured' 

and Indian students. The st ud en ts  came not only from 

what was at the time known as the Union of South Africa, 

but also from the then B r it is h P r o t e c t o r a t e s , known at the 

time as B e c h u a n a  1 a n d , B a s o t h o l a n d ,  now B o t s w a n a  and Lesot ho 

r e s p e c t i v e l y  and S w a z i l a n d  as well as from as far north as 

Uganda. As at St Peters the m a j o r i t y  of the t e a c h i n g  staff 

were Eu ropean, but the range of su bj ec ts  ta u g h t  was much wider. 

A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  S oc io log y,  Na ti v e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Eng lis h Lan g ua ge  

and E ng lis h Li ter at ur e,  P s y c h ol o gy , P h i lo sp hy ,  Bantu languages, 

Zoology, Bo ta ny  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  C h e m i c s t r y ,  Physics, Ap p lie d 

M a t h e m a t i c s ,  H i s t o r y  and so on.

For the fi rst two or t hr ee  days after our arrival at Fort Hare 

we were e n ga ge d in the b u s i n e s s  of so rt in g out our deg ree  

c o ur se s and d e c i d i n g  on the cu r r i c u l u m .  For my Sc i e n c e  

Deg r ee  I w oul d take for the f irs t year, En gl ish  A p p l i e d  MAt he m at i 

M a t h e m a t i c s ,  Ch em is tr y,  Physic s. For the second year,

C h e mi st ry ,  Maths and Ph ys ic s and for the third and final year 

Maths and Physics.

Our first Maths lecture was a t t e n d e d  by ab out 12 students, 

but at the next lecture the n um b e r  fell to half. T ho se who 

re ma in ed  were the die heards. The fi rs t e n c o u n t e r  with the 

Maths lecturer, Mr Bill Mu rd och , e x p l a i n e d  why we had been 

war n ed  that no one ever p -a ss ed  maths and the g ro up  that 

d e ci de d to a ba nd on  the su b j e c t  said they had sat th r o u g h  some 45 

m i nu te s of the lecture and had not u n d e r s t o o d  a word  of what 

Mr Mu r d o c h  was try in g to say. Bill Mur do ch , tall and broad 

sh o ul de re d,  s l i g ht ly  s t o o pi ng  f or war d,  with an a g g r e s s i v e

b n n m i n n  v n i r o  c nnU^ i . i
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boomi ng  voice spoke En gl ish  with a p a r t i c u l a r l y  strong accent 

that made it d i f f i c u l t  to f o l l o w  what he was saying. Nor did 

he wait until you did u n d e r s t a n d .  He scaw led  our words and figur 

f i gu re s on the b l a c k b oa rd , r u b b i n g  th e m out be fo re  you had 

cop ied  them  down on to y o u r  n o t e b o o k  and racing down the 

b l a c k b o a r d  again with his chalk. At the end of that fi rst lesson 

half of us had learnt n o t h i n g  and had d e c i d e d  that they could 

never learn any th in g and so they dr o p p e d  maths from t hei r 

cu r ri c u l u m . .  The rest of us in cl u d i n g  Joe Mokwe na,  La nce lo t 

Gama, S o s t e n i s e  Mo h g o k o n g ,  all fro m St Peters, R o s e t t e n v i 11e , 

Uhklid Khomo, all of us st aye d on and soon en ou gh adap ted  to 

Bill Murdochs' m a n n e r  and style. For all the a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  

of his voice, he was full of jokes, he was also full of o u t ­

bursts of t em p e r  which c l e a r e d  c o m p l e t e l y  only a few m in ut es  

after. So we got to like hime as a person. If his style did 

not en de ar  m a t h e m a t i c s  with some of us.

The Physics le ct ur er  was James D a vi ds on . He also had his 

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  which ma d e p h ys ic s a d i f f i c u l t  subje ct for most. 

So m e h o w  he seemed to ex p e c t  s tu d e n t s  to fo l l o w  his lecture 

as eas il y as if they al r e a d y  had his q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  in it.

He had an Msc de gr ee  in ph ys ics . He used the great 

deal, saying very little by way of e x p l a n a t i o n .  By nature 

he was not given to t a l k i n g  much. He was noted for being shy, 

a good rugby pl ay er  and a f r i g h t e n i n g l y  fast driver. For all 

that he was very li kea bl e and p o p u l a r  among the s tud en ts who 

fon dly  ca lle d him Davi for Dav id s on .
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With M u r d o c h  and Da vi d s o n  then, it was n e c e s s a r y  to put in 

much work in the lecture room in o rde r to come to terms 

with the s ub je ct  of the lecture. What e x a s p e r a t e d  me about 

ma th s in p a r t i c u l a r  was the home work was the home work 

Mr Mu r d o c h  wo uld give us af ter each lecture.

"Do nu mb er s 1 to 42" he w oul d say and nu mb e rs  1 to 42 were 

all s i m i l a r  qu es t io ns . If you oculd do nu mb er  1 you could do 

the rest. It was like being asked to w r i t e  your name 500 

times and Mr Murdoc h, short t e m p e r e d  and bad t e m p e r e d  would 

be f u ri ou s if you s ub m i t t e d  less than the 42 answ er s cal le d for. 

The re sul t was that maths took up an i n o r d i n a t e  share of my 

study time w w i t h o u t  m ak i n g  me a b et t e r  m a t h e m a t i c i a n .  Maths 

was easy, but it be cam e a d r u d g e r y .Dur in g my second year 

I felt I should drop it as a m a j o r  and r e p l a c e  it with 

c h e m i s t r y  for the final year. It was most  f r u s t r a t i n g  not to 

be able to reach wide  be yon d my limited s ci e nc e de gr e e courses.

I was de e p l y  in te re st ed  in Law, P h i l o so ph y,  S oc io log y, 

Ps y ch ol og y,  A n t h r o p o l o g y .  I had come across books on Economics, 

and var i ou s su bje cts  of wh ich I knew nothi ng.  And which 

wer e t h er e for the asking if only I could mak e the time and I 

c o u l d n ' t  be c a u s e  of the p r e s s u r e  of my s ci en ce  de gr e e work.

I c o n s u l t e d  Mr D a R L I N G  of St Peters of my in ten ti on  to switch 

to c h e mi st ry , but he a dv is ed  a ga ins t this and so I kept on with 

m a t h e m a t i c s  as one of the two majors.

Mr C P Dent lectured in ch e m i s t r y .  He was a teache r,  a t uto r 

who had the a bi lit y to p la ce his s ub jec t wit hi n easy reach of 

his st udents. If no one ever pas se d p_h vsics and maths, 

no one ever fa ile d c h e mi st ry . This was not be c a u s e  c h e m i s t r y  

was easy, but the s ub jec t was in the hands of a m a s t e r  and 

Mr Dent had a the or y which a p pl ie d to all sub je ct s. . He
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would tell his student s,  as he told us - "What one fool can do, 

a no the r can". It was a good slogan. No one wants to ap pea r 

wo rse than a f o o l .

A l t h ou gh  as a general rule r e s i d e n c e  for men was a ll o c a t e d  

ac c or di ng  to d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  s t u d en t s who b e l o n g e d  to none of 

the three d e n o m i n a t i o n s  that p r o v i d e d  r e s i d e n c e  were  a dm it ted  

and they co uld c o n c e i v a b l y  form  the m a j o r i t y  at any resid en ce.

It was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to note that the r e s i d e nt ia l 

s e p er at io n  of the stu de nt s on the basis of d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in no way r e f l e c t e d  itself on the re la t i o n s  of the 

stu den t body in g en er al.  T h e re  was inter re si d e n t s  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in sport, but it was free  of any r e l i g i o u s  content.

The p r a c t i c e  of hav in g d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  r e s i d e n c e s  had its 

orig ins  in the h i s t o r y  of Fort Hare itself, wh ich was e s t a b l i s h e d  

as were v i r t u a l l y  all A f r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by m i ss ion  

aries, At its f o r m a t i o n  by m i s s i o n a r i e s  of the P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Church, in 1917(?) and for d ec ad es  after, Fort Hare was the 

only Af ric an.  Ot her ch urc he s,  w hi ch ran schools for studen ts 

p re p a r i n g  for U n i v e r s i t y ,  had an o b l i g a t i o n  to help in the 

p r ov is io n of a c c o m o d a t i o n  for the st ude nts . It seems to have be 

been found c o n v e n i e n t  that each ch ur ch  as su m ed  r e s p o n s i b i 1 ity for 

its own m e m b e r s  mai nly . In the re sul t we are f o r t u n a t e  that 

th ere  are not as man y small r e s i d e n c e s  as t her e are d e n o m i n a t i o n  

in South Africa. B e t w e e n  them  Iona was P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  Wesley

House was M et h o d i s t ,  B ed a l e  Hall, An gl i c a n .  Each hea ded  by a 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  ch urc h leader and s c h o l a r  , plus the two non- 

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  houses all p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e " a c c o m o d a t i o n
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for the st ude nt s of all faiths.

At Bed ale  Hall it did not m a t t e r  to me if the student 

o c c u p y i n g  the room next to me was a Roman C a t h ol ic  a Mu slim 

or Hindu. I did not even b o t h e r  to ask, nor was th ere anything 

to sug ge st  that any of us at Be da le  Hall would have had any 

o b j e c t i o n  to having his room in We s le y Hall or Iona.

B e ca us e we found o u r s e l v e s  at Be d al e Hall, we liked and were 

proud of our r e s i d e n c e  and had no call to wish that we 

had been a c c o m o d a t e d  el s e w h e r e .  This of c ou r s e  was true of each 

of the o the r r es e i d e n c e s  and so one did not have to stay in 

Bed al e Hall to have good a n d j o l l y  co map ny . But it is a ma t te r 

of intere st  to ask w h e t h e r  by 1939 t h e r e  rem ai ne d  any good reason 

why d e n o m i n a i t o n  should have c o n t i n u e d  to be one of the crite ria  

for d e t e r m i n i n g  r e s i d e n c e  for Fort Hare ma le  students. W h a t ­

ever the answer, being at Be d a l e  Hall p r o v i d e d  me p e r s o n a l l y  with 

the f a c i l i t y  I had e nj o y e d  b oth at Holy Cr oss M is s i o n  and at 

St Peters S e c o n d a r y  School. That was the Chapel. It was helpful 

having it att ac he d as it was to my r e s i de nc e,  b ec au se  after my 

e n c o u n t e r  with e v a n g a l i s t s  of what  was later cal led  the 

Full Gospel Church at my home in or ar ou nd  1930, my re ligious 

p r a ct ic e took on a new and m or e p e r s o n a l i s e d  c ha rac te r.

I d e v e l o p e d  a liking for the early m o r n i n g  Holy C o m m u n i o n  

se r vic e wh ich would n o r m a l l y  be held in a chapel, which 

b e ca us e it was ea rly a t t r a c t e d  few people. Often I was the 

only one at te nd ing . But if th ere  was no service, I went to 

chapel any wa y for prayers, if not in the mo rn ing , then at any 

ot he r time dur in g the day.
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At all th ese i n s t i t u t i o n s  I ma de  r e g u l a r  use of the chapel.

At Holy Cross Missi on,  St John's Kraal had its own chapel, but 

it was not used for Mass a l t h o u g h  I used it often enough.

For c o m m u n i o n  I would walk across the sports field to the 

main ch urc h w he re  the se r v i c e  would be cond uct ed .

At St Peters, the church with two ch a p e l s  in it, was a stones 

th ro w from my room. The Be da l e  Chapel, , no less than the fact 

of my being an A n g l i c a n  and sta yin g in Be d al e Halil, 

was to play a d o m i n a n t  role in the c h a n g i n g  fo rt un es  of my 

ca r ee r and my future.

The s tu de nt body a s s e m b l e d  t h r i c e  a day for meals in the 

dining hall and once t o g e t h e r  with st aff in the C.U. ev ery 

m o rn in g for pr ay e rs  be fo re  lectures started. That is every 

m o rn in g exc ep t S a t u r d a y  and Sunday. O th er  points of c o n v e r g e n c e  

were the sports gro un d and also du ri ng  lectures or general 

student m e e t i n g s  which wo uld  be held in the C.U.

There were at the time not mo r e than 300 studen ts at F ort Hare. 

It did not take long t h e r e f o r e  be fo re  ev ery body knew e v e r y o n e  

else and I did not have the p r o bl e ms  of social a d j u s t m e n t  and 

ad a p t a t i o n  wh ich had faced me when I f i rst  arrived in 

J o h a n n e s b u r g  five ye ars e ar lie r.  A l t h o u g h  it was natural 

for stude nts  co mi ng  from the same area to see t h e m s e l v e s  as 

roug hly  b e l o n g i n g  t og et he r , vis a vis st ud ent s fro m ot her  areas,

TAPE 23



I was not af fe ct ed  by this se nse of r e g io na li sm , limited 

thou gh  it was, b ec aus e to the ex te nt  that there was any 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of the e x i s t e n c e  of v ar i ou s gr ou p i n g s  of home 

boys as it were, I b e l on ge d with e ve ry group. Those students, 

for e x a m p l e  who came from  what  were known as the No r th er n 

P ro vi nce s,  na me ly  the Tr a n s v a a l ,  O r a n g e  Free State, the then 

Bri tis h P r o t e c t o r a t e s , w he re  a m i c a b l y  r e f er re d to as N or the ne rs,  

and would pr o u d l y  refer to t h e m s e l v e s  as such. I b el o n g e d  with 

them. Ha v in g taken my s e c o n d a r y  school e d u c a t i o n  in those 

areas. But my home was in the Cape P r o v i n c e  and in p a r t i c u l a r  

MaxiHsjxiakBHXRiyxxsKgiRislHKyxxKhiaisixggiMK

in the Transk ei situa ted  a few miles from the bo r d e r  between 

the Cape and Natal Pr ov in ces . This ma de  me a c c e p t a b l e  to the 

non No r t h e n e r s .  I soon found and ma d e fri end s in all the 

re sid en ce s,  but this could not have been p e c u l i a r  to me only,

Fort Hare had a very f r i e n d l y  a t m o s p h e r e  with no h o st il e 

c li que s of grou pin gs , no d i v i s i o n s  among the st ude nt s on polit ica  

or any o t he r grounds. Nor was life in any way c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

by t e n s i o n s  betw ee n the st ud en ts  and the c o l l e g e  a u th or it ie s,  

ex cep t with r es pe ct of the few ins ta n ce s which I will deal 

with later. A group was fo r me d a Be da l e  Hall known as the 

S yn dic ate , c o m p r i s i n g  C o n g r e s s  Mbata, wh om  I found at Fort Hare, 

but who came from St Peters, L a n c e l o t  Gama, who m a t r i c u l a t e d  

with me at St Peters and myself.

What br oug h about The S y n d ic at e,  was that meals in the Fort 

Hare din in g hall were very mea gre . For t ho se of us who came
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St Peters th ere was v i r t u a l l y  no su pp er  bec a us e what was called 

supper was four re mar ka bl y thin slices of bread, taken with 

a small cup of milk water, the w a t e r  wh ich  would be hot.

We d ec ide d that t he re  was no point in all of us t r a v e l l i n g  all 

the way to Be d al e Hall to dr ink a mou th fu l  of wa ter swe et e ne d 

with milk and then walk back, so we d e c i d e d  to form o u rs e l v e s  

into a g ro up  and we wo uld  in turns, at su pp er  time let 

one of us go to c o l l e c t  his slices of br ead as well of t ho se  of 

the others and at a c o n v e n i e n t  tim e we wo uld make tea for 

o ur sel ves , buy bu tt er  and jam and sit aro un d and have supper 

that could include some fish or w h a t e v e r  we could add. This 

went on for a few w eek s and be c a m e  an e s t a b l i s h e d  routine. We 

then star ted  to call o u r s e l v e s  The Syn di ca te .

That S y n d i c a t e  be cam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  a se ri ou s gr o up in g  that saw 

us t hr oug h Fort Hare into the w i d e r  w or ld and its m em be rs  were 

then bound by p r i n c i p l e s  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t ot al ly  u nr el at ed  

to what you eat in the evening. We we re  co nc e r n e d  with m at ter s 

of life, m at te rs  of the future, our role in society.

The S y n d i c a t e  grew by the r e c r u i t m e n t  of two others that fitted 

into this group very well. So much for the time being of The 

Synd i c a t e .

E 1 u k a n i s w e n e , a n ot he r group of three, be ca m e  ide nti fi abl e.

It was not fo rm ed on the same basis and had no r e la ti on s with 

The S y n d i c a t e  as such, but th ree of the women students
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were o bv io u s l y  very c l os e friend s.  I can only rem em be r 

some of t h ei r  names. One was No m ot o Pik itcha, later 

to bec ome  Dr Pi kitcha, a n o t h e r  was Phyllis, who got 

m a r r i e d  and was Mrs M zi e d u m e ,  she is u n h a p p i l y  now 

de c ea s e d  and a th ird one was Lorna I fo r ge t her surname.

The thing about this gr oup  is that I be c am e very close to it 

and this would not have been worth m e n t i o n i n g  but for the fact 

that at some stage the t h re e as su me d a c o l l e c t i v e  at ti tu de  of 

h o s t i l i t y  t ow ard s me. I did not know what had gone wrong.

They would not greet, th ey  just  fr oze  up if they saw me 

ap p r o a c h i n g  and this wen t on for a week, then s udd enl y 

b r i g h t n e s s  r et ur ned  from  no whe re . In the m ea nt im e , unable 

to e xp la in  this s t ra ng e c on duc t,  I had de c i d e d  I would behave 

as if not hin g had hap pe n ed , w h a t e v e r  was w o r r y i n g  them was not 

w o r r y i n g  me, and I was not in the s l i g h t e s t  a ff ect ed by this 

a t t i t u d e  which I r e g ar de d as r id ic ul ou s.  T he ref or e, if I met 

them or any one of them, I g re e te d them  as wa r m l y  and as cheerful 

c h e e r f u l l y  as I had always done, m ak i n g  c l e ar  h o we ve r that I 

was e x p e c t i n g  no res pon se , and t h e re  was no response.

I b e li ev e this wore th em  down and they  d e c i d e d  to call off 

the d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  w h a t e v e r  its pu r p o s e  and m o t i v a t i o n  had been. 

All t hr ee  were very fine people. W hi le  Lo rna was a little 

i n f l a m ma bl e and t h e r e f o r e  to that e xt e n t  un p r e d i c t a b l e ,  

the o th er  two were very hi g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  wo men  in the campus.



There was a n ot h er  little t e n si on  I could not resolve. Two of 

my very cl ose fr ie n ds  from  St Peters, John D in al a n e  and 

La nc elo t Gama, could not bear each other. For some 

reason they d i s l i k e d  each other inte nse ly.  Att em p ts  to find 

out what the pr o b l e m  was failed, as did nay a tt em pts  to 

re c o n c i l e  them,, but at all times they each r em ai ned  very close 

to me and I to them. They must of c o u r s e  have got over that 

problem, c e r t a i n l y  af ter  they left Fort Hare.

There were  two pe opl e r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from each ot her who, 

be c aus e each of them also stood out in his own way r ep r e s e n t e d  

som et hi ng  we none of us had, was for that  reason a point of 

re f e r e n c e  in the minds of each of us, gi v in g us reason to

reflect on w h er e we come from, who we are wh ere  we were

getti ng to as i n d i v i du a ls  and as a societ y. One of them was 

an old man who r e g u l a r l y  tu rne d up at the campus from across 

the river w he re  he lived near Lov ed a le . I do not now recall 

his name, let us call him Bukas. Mr Bu ka s . w a s  a short man.

The first time I saw h im a p p r o a c h i n g  in the dis tance, he

looked e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  round about the body and th ere  was 

so m et hin g d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  in his a p p e a r an ce . When I met him 

I noticed he was w e a r i n g  four  ja cke ts . The top one did not 

seem to have been wa sh ed  in years. Th ese  layers of cl ot h in g 

r e p r e s e n t e d  his e nt i r e  p o s s e s s i o n s .  He was c le ar ly  w ea rin g 

more than one pair of tr ous er s . I do not recall if he had 

a shirt on, what he had on his feet could not bear being 

called shoes BKxaxjSKHHyxfcB C LA RI FY  THE F O L L O W I N G  

or a penny one penny to e na b l e  him as he e xp l a i n e d  to buy soap, 

he seemed to insist on a pe nny r at h e r  than 6 penn ies  or
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anjzhing else. As he left me he went to others c ol l e c t i n g  

pennies. Who was Mr Bu ka s?  We got to know that he was the 

sole s u r v i v o r  of a t r ib e that lived one knows not how 

many d ec ad es  ago in the A l i c e  area. The m em be rs  of which were 

all wiped out by the Bu b o n i c  Plague, leaving Mr Bukas the sole 

su rvivor. Since then, and I do not recall how old he was 

then, he lived in dr ead fu l fear of the di s e a s e  br ea ki n g out on 

him and wi pi ng  him out and t h e r e f o r e  the last r e mn an t of a 

t ri be that was. He b e l i e v e d  f e r v e n t l y  that his pe opl e were 

killed by this d i s ea se  b e c a u s e  they did not wash t h e i r bodies 

every day and he was d e t e r m i n e d  to keep clean and t h e r e f o r e  

to have a daily wash. He also wa n te d to make sure that where 

ever he was there in his t o t al it y,  in his c o m p l e t n e s s ,  with 

e v e r y t h i n g  that was; his body his soul his clo thing, his money

his soap. The ritual of da ily  baths was also ex pl ain ed .

Every day in all his c o m p l e t n e s s ,  he went  to the Ty u mi e River 

wh er e he st rip ped  naked. This does not mean he n e c e s s a r i l y  

pe aled off his jack ets  one af ter another. He could remove 

them in a heap but be that as it may, he s tri ppe d naked, moved 

up to the wat er s side with his soap, w as h e d  his hands and his 

arms and his legs and feet and then s to ope d down to reach the 

w a te r with both hands. Sc o o p e d  the w a te r and using both hands 

thr ew  it over onto his back, but s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  q u i c k l y  moved 

his body out of the way so that the w a t e r  did not land on his 

back. It was p r e s u m a b l y  not wa r m en ou gh  for the c o mf or t  of his

back. He rep ea te d  this o p e r a t i o n  several times and then the

proce ss of b at hin g was ov e r and he w a i t e d  until he was dry 

bef ore  p ut tin g on his c l ot hi ng . This done he was sa tis fi ed  

that for that day he had insured h i m s e l f  a ga in st  being attack ed  

by this d e s t r u c t i v e  disease.



The case of Bakus was about life o u t s i d e  and beyond the 

g r a n d e u r  of U n i v e r s i t y  lectu re  rooms and libraries. It 

was about the pe opl e from wh om  we had come, to wh om  we would retu 

return af ter  college. It was about not one person who 

survived, but about the t h o u sa nd s,  the h u n d re ds  of thous an ds,  

the m i l l i o n s  who did not s u rv iv e and the many more  who would 

not. How wo ul d we use our learned d e g r e e s  to rid our 

c ou nt ry  of the t r a g e d i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in the life of Bakus.

Did we care?

Then t he r e was the ot he r po int of ref er en ce , Mr Raman, of 

Iona. He was one of the ol der s t u d e n t s  both in terms of 

r e s i d e n c e  at Fort Hare and his age, being in his mi d d l e  age.

No time to stand and stare" was his fa mou s motto. The fo r em os t 

st ud en ts  had craw led  out of th eir  beds in the m o r n i n g  

Mr Raman was out of the r e s i d e n c e  c a r y y i n g  his books and 

wa lk in g b r is kl y to d i s a p p e a r  among the tu i t i o n  build ing s,  

as the s tu den ts  were wa l k i n g  l ei s u r e l y  from  t he ir  re si de nc e s 

tow ard s the dining hall for b r e a kf as t,  he would be seen 

hu r ry i n g  down the road from the d i r e c t i o n  of the tu it ion  bu ild ing  

for his br ea kf as t,  soon to hurry back to his books and re- 

eme rg e in time for the C.U. m o r n i n g  as sem bl y. He did not 

seem to seek or to have much f e l l o w s h i p  with the other

students, he spent little time e x c h a n g i n g  p l e a s a n t e r i e s  with 

pe op le and a pp ea red  to c o n s i d e r  it a n u i s a n c e  to have to 

say "Good Mo rn in g"  or "Good A f t e r n o o n "  to anyone. In a way



In a way he was s om e t h i n g  of a cl os e d book h i ms el f althou gh  

he kept so many  books open for so long. Nor was Mr Raman 

in any hurry to leave Fort Hare. He was rep or te d to have 

a c c u m u l a t e d  many  su bje ct s to his cr ed it  in the H u m a n i t i e s  over 

the years. E vi d e n t l y  he had the me ans  to f i n a n c e  his 

p r o t r a c t e d  studies and could well have u l t i m a t e l y  left 

Fort Hare with several d e g r e e s  in his bag. Mr Raman missed 

no C.U. st ud en t general me et in g.  On t h e se  occa si ons , 

there would be some issue being d e b a t e d  and that is where 

Mr Raman a p p e ar ed  in a new p e r s o n a l i t y .  He en jo ye d 

de ba te  and no one left the m e e t i n g  at the end with any 

doubt but that Mr Raman was there. He seemed to regard 

th ese o c a s s i o n s  as p r o v i d i n g  him with the o p p o r t u n i t y  of 

d e l i v e r i n g  to the public what his hi gh ly  a b s o r b a t i v e  brain 

had been busy tak ing  in w hi le  oth ers  wa s t e d  t he ir  time 

s t a nd in g and staring. At such m e e t i n g s  Mr Raman in va ri abl y 

stood for longer than most st ar in g at the c h a i rm a n as he 

poured out his wisdom. Often in d i s r e g a r d  of the c ha ir ma ns  

c on cer n for time. He w oul d t re at  his a u d i e n c e  to a philos p-  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s c o u r s e  that f l o a t e d  high above the clouds 

rangi ng over many topics, but saying p r e c io us  little about the 

subjec ts un der debate. The point ho wev er , was that Mr Raman 

felt he had s om et hi ng  to give and as far as he was c on ce rn ed  

he gave it. But w h e t h e r  in the re s ul t his c o n t r i b u t i o n  took 

the de b a t e  any f u r t h e r  was a n o t h e r  m at te r.



C o n s i d e r i n g  the amo unt  of time Mr Raman spent stu dy in g anad 

a c c u m u l a t i n g  kn o wl ed ge , his p e r f o r m a n c e  in these deba te s 

was an a n t i - c l i m a x  and d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  This was b ec au se  he 

sought to apply his k n o w l e d g e  to the wr ong  problem.

The fact that we w o ul d some day leave Fort Hare we a r i n g  gowns, 

hoods and U n i v e r s i t y  caps did not mean we had the answers to any 

and all que s ti on s.  Du rin g our m a t r i c u l a t i o n  ye ars in 

Jo h a n n e s b u r g ,  as m us t have been the case e l s e w h e r e  in the 

country, A f r i c a n s  were  j us t l y  proud of t h os e of th eir  pe ople 

who had ma n a g e d  to ob ta in  u n i v e r s i t y  degree s. In fact this 

a h i e v e m e n t  was e ve ry  p ar en ts  wish for his for his or her son or 

d a u g h t e r  and t h o se  few and t he re  were r e l a t i v e l y  very few who 

g r a a d u at ed , were  not only o b j e c t s  of a d m i r a ti on , but they 

t h e m s e l v e s  often d i s p l a y e d  a c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of being special in 

A f ri ca n society, not least b e c a u s e  they co uld cl aim  intelle ctu al  

s u p e r i o r i t y  over many  me m b e r s  of the so cal le d s u p e r i o r  m as t e r  

race. And so it was not unusual to see special m e e t i n g s  of 

g r ad ua tes , g a t h e r i n g s  rather, w ho se main p u rp os e  was the d is pla y
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Tapes starts with song "How Great Th ou' ar t"

The small Ea st er n Cape Town of Alice, said to be below sea level,

serves two e d u c a t io n al  in st it u t i o n s  wit hi n its mu ni cip al area

which are in fi ni te ly  more famous than itself.. All three, that 

is A li ce  and the two in sti tu ion s, which are wi thi n w al ki ng  distan 

d i s t a n c e  of one another, are built around the Ty umi e River, which 

runs in a south east L shape br a c k e t i n g  Fort Hare, with L ov ed ale  

on the west of the river and the town of Al ice on the south of th 

the river. The road from Alice to the Ho lg s b e r g  Mo un t a i n s  and 

beyond ran t hr oug h the Fort Hare campus (I do n't know if it still

does), d i v i d i n g  it into two parts with, on the right of the road

in that order, annex r e s i d e n c e  for men, W or s le y House, the colleg 

di ni ng hall, Iona, which is the P r e s b y t a r i a n  r es id e n c e  and to the 

north of Iona, Bedale Hall, the A n g l i c a n  res idence. All the 

re s i d e n c e s  are mens re sid e nc es . To the west of the road where th 

the c o ll eg e ass em bl y  hall known as the C .U. an a b b r e v i a t i o n  

for C h r i s t i a n  Union Hall, and be yond this blocks of bu ild in g 

hous in g lecture rooms, the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  sc ie nce  la bo ra to ri es  

and the c o ll eg e library. F ur th er west near the banks of the 

Tyu mi e River, was the womens re sidence, known as 

E 1 ukhany i swen i .

Fort Hare was linked to Al ice by a bri dg e over the Tyu mi e River 

and to Lo v ed a l e  by a w o b b l i n g  su s p e n s i o n  f o o t b r i d g e  which 

off e re d little a s s u r a n c e  that n ot hin g wo uld happen bef ore  you 

rea ch ed the o the r bank, but it had stood the test of t ho us an ds  

of fo ot s t e p s  over the de cades.. Some staff m em be rs  lived in 

town wh ile others o c c u pi e d staff houses on the p e r i p h e r y  of 

the campus. My r es i d e n c e  was Bedale Hall. This was a 

dou bl e storey L shaped bui ld in g  with a long north south and a 

sh o rte r east west wing f » H n n  west and south r es pe ct iv el y.

A fai rly  wide bal c on y was ma r ke d off with a series of arches.

The east west b a lc on y ended with some two or th ree steps leading 

to the door of the Ward ens  off ice  which was part of his re si de nc e 

and o p p o s i +e the end of the north south b al con y was a chapel 

a few paces from the b al con y with its door f a c i n g  the balco ny
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But the s i tu at io n would ch ang e and by the time I left Fort 

Hare th ere  would be more d e m an de d of gr ad u a t e s  than 

par a di ng  in t h ei r gowns. The last time that I would have 

need of my gown and hood would be on my g r a d u a t i o n  day.

In the m e a n t i m e  I had come to know and had bec ome  very 

f r i e n d l y  with two s tud en ts of whom much was to be heard in 

later years. One was Kaiser M a t a n z e m a  and the ot he r Nelson 

Mandela . Both had t hei r homes in the Transkei and were 

r ou ghl y the same age. Both tall and stat ely  were torn of 

Royalty. They were close relations, the one a ne ph ew  to the 

other and both stayed at Wes le y HOuse. A ft er  leaving Fort 

Hare both took up law studies, the one in the Transkei 

the ot her  in J o h a n n e s b u r g .  Both q u a l i f i e d  as Lawyers.

Both be ca m e involved in po li tic s and that is the point where 

t he ir paths pa rted d r a m a t i c a l l y  and i r r e t r e i v a b l y .

Kais er  M a t a n z e m a  was to be com e a po lit ica l d i s a s t e r  for the 

victi ms  of what be cam e known as a pa rt h e i d  and was a great 

gift to the s t r a t e g i s t s  for p e r m a n e n t  Eu rop ea n d o m i n a t i o n  

in South Africa. M a t a n z e m a s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

and survival of a p a r t h e i d  was to prove g re a t e r  than that of 

any black leader.

Nelson Mandela, on the ot her hand, was to grow to bec ome  the 

pride of the nation, the man fea red  by the racists tyr ant s 

who ruled the black p o p u l a t i o n  in South Africa
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cross
c o un tr y

Loved and fo l lo we d by the vast m a j o r i t y  of the pe opl e of 

South Africa, he was to bec ome  the most famous pol itical 

p r i s o n e r  in the world, h o n o ur ed  by c ou n t l e s s  awards of every 

kind by Go ve rn me nt s,  Po litical and Lab our  O r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  

Ed u ca ti on al  In sti tu ti o ns , Local G ov er n m e n t s ,  Cultur al  Bodies 

leading p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and o r d i n a r y  pe opl e across the globe.

My f r i e n d s h i p  with him was to d ev el op  and m at u r e  into an 

en d ur i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p  that found firm e x p r e s s i o n  in politics, 

law and life. At Fort Hare none of the two did a nyh ti ng to be

At Fort Hare none of the two did an yt hi ng  to betray the 

nat ur e of his fu tur e role in the country. M a t a n z e m a  was a 

c a p a b l e  debato r,  his general i nc l in at io n being to c h a l l e n g e  

the status quo. He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  fond of e n g a g i n g  in issues 

which involv ed the c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the college, reg ul a ti on s,  

and so on. He had a liking quite c l ea rl y for legal qu es ti ons . 

Nelson Mande la,  famous as an at hl et e  and one of the fo re mo st  

runners at Fort Hare, was always c a u ti ou s and c a l c u l a t i n g  in his 

s t at em en ts  on issues. He was hi ghl y r es pe ct ed  and had a wide 

cir cl e of fri e nd s at college. He left Fort Hare bef or e I did.

The 2nd World War had in the m e a n t i m e  broken out. The stude nts  

of my g e n e r a t i o n  had only heard about wars in history, 

many wars inc lu din g in par tic u la r,  World War 1. We had never 

lived t h ro ug h a period when South Af ric a was involv ed in 

warfar e, but now it was.
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A General J C Smuts had taken over the Gov er nm en t,  d ef ea t i n g  

his p re de c e s s o r ,  General Hertzog, on the q u e st io n of wh e t h e r  

South Af ric a should join the war or stay out of it.

General H e rt zo f and Dr F S Malan, leader of the N a t i o n a l i s t  

Party had not f o r g o t t e n  the A n g l o - B o e r  War and could not 

c o u n t e n a n c e  South Afr ic a f i g ht in g on the same side as Bri tai n 

ag a ins t Hitle rs Germany.

At Holy Cross in the early th irt ie s, Miss Tid ma rs h 

our t e a c h e r  had often told us about the horro rs  of war, having 

he r sel f lived t hr ou gh  the first World War. She re gar de d 

war as a most f r i g h t e n i n g  thing. She could not bear the 

t h ou gh t of a n ot he r war. This was always e vi de nt  when she 

br o ugh t to our a tt en t i o n  the n e w s p a p e r  reports of German 

m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  and the c o n s e q u e n t  th rea t of a n ot he r war. 

R eading th r oug h t he se  reports she panicke d.  When Brita in 

d e c la re d war on G e rm an y on S e p t e m b e r  1, Miss T i d m ar sh  was 

al re ad y back in Engla nd  and I often t ho ug ht  of her now that 

what she had d r ea de d had happened.

At Fort Hare we did not feel the impact of the war until some 

of our le ctu re rs were called up for service. The physics 

d e p a r t m e n t  was aff ec te d with Mr Da vi d s o n  having to leave 

for the front. He was rep la ce d by a fe mal e ph ys ic is t.  By 

this time we h a d b e c o m e  well a qu a i n t e d  with Mr Da vi d s o n s  style 

and me t ho d as a le ctu rer  and were ge tt in g along very well 

with him, so well that we found the new l ect ure r with her 

style and me th od  a near disast er.
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What was worse, she ap pe ar ed  to be so me wh at  out of her 

depth with physics. A f te r a few weeks, it be cam e cl ear we 

were not mak in g any headway. We began to view the 

pr o s p e c t s  for our final e x a m i n a t i o n s  with very serious 

m i s g i v i n g s .  We had to dec id e upon one of two courses, 

e it h e r  to raise the p r o b l e m  with the P ri nci pal , Dr Kerr, or 

to ap pr oa c h the l ec tu rer  and dis cus s m at te rs  with her, 

we d ec id e d on the latter. And so from time to time the 

class sent a d e l e g a t i o n  to d i sc uss  the sy lla bu s with her and 

see how it mi ght be be t t e r  handled. F o r t u n a t e l y  

the le ctu re r was always a m e n a b l e  to our su g g e s t i o n s  and this 

helped to improve on what largely re m ai ne d a w o r r y i n g  problem.

Mr Da vi d s o n s  absence, and the k n o w l e d g e  that he was we a r i n g  a 

m i l i t a r y  u ni fo rm  and c a r r y i n g  a gun somew he re,  br ou ght  the 

war into cl os e r focus and we f o l lo we d it with ke e ne r interest. 

Until the o u t b r e a k  of the war much had been said and w ri tt en  abou 

about the Ma g i n o t  Line an i m p r e gn ab le  system of d e f e ns es  that 

secured France ag ai n st  any c o n c e i v a b l e  fu tu re  attack by 

Germany. The French had en su red  that no German army, ho we ve r 

big, h o w e v e r  well e q u i pp e d could ever cross the M ag ino t 

Line and invade France. In fact no Ge rman army ever did.

But France had not re ck o ne d with Hit ler s c o n t e m p t  for 

I nt er na ti on al  Law and so when the ma m e n t  of re ck on in g 

came from the point of view of Hitl ers  Germany, the German 

Army got beh in d the guns of the M a gi no t line which faced 

Germany, by invadin g and o c c u p y i n g  B e l g i u m  or Holl an d 

CHECK and using them to by pass Frances de fen se s.  That done 

Hi t ler s army sta rte d f ol din g up the map of France with
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ama zin g speed, one v ic tor y f o l l w o i n g  another. Ge r man y 

seemed set to c on q u e r  not only the whole of Europe but the 

whole world. The point was even reach ed when B ri tai n stood alone 

as the saying was at the time.

That was the time when the German a i r fo rc e was po ur in g bombs 

over Gr eat B ri ta in in a d e t e r m i n e d  bid, as Hit ler  put it, 

to sink the Brit ish  Isles. That was W in st on  C hu r c h i l l s  

finest hour;

"We shall fight them on the beaches, we shall fight them  on the 

hills etc CHECK QUOTE"xhgxglg&iH We shall ne ver su rr end er " 

he d e c l ar ed  in a speech that ral lie d the Br it ish  p e o p l e ^  

as no th in g else could.

When H it ler s o f f e n s i v e  was beaten back, Chu rc hil l was able to 

cl ai m for his co unt ry me n:

"Never was so much done by so few for so many"

Wi thi n South Af ri ca  the Smuts G o v e r n m e n t  had n a r r o w l y  put the 

c o un tr y on a war footing, but was also c a r ry in g on an int ens iv e 

r e c r u i t i n g  c a m p a i g n  for the war among e ve ry  section of the 

South A f r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  including, n ot ab ly  the Af ricans.

During World War 1 Af ri ca ns  had re sp o n d e d  in large numbers 

when ca lle d upon to join as part of the South A f ri ca n army 

and go abroad to fight a war they felt had nothi ng  to do 

with them, but there was a p r om is e that in return for their 

services, if the war was won, t h ei r c o n d i t i o n s  in the co un try  

would be improved and t h ei r g r e i v a n c e s  given due atte nti on .
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Dr uing that war hu ndr ed s of Af ri c a n s  da nce d th eir  way to 

death on the decks of t he ir  ship known as The Me ndy when 

they d i s c o v e r e d  that the ship was sink in g in mid ocean.

After it was hit by the Germa ns  and that there was no hope 

for them. They died most ga ll an tly . That drama became a 

h o u s e h o l d  story among the A fr ic a n s  kept alive by the 

re a lit y that al tho ugh  the war was won far from improving, our 

c o n d i t i o n s  for Af ri ca ns  wo rse ne d.  The p e r s i s t e n t  question, 

what did the Mendy heroes die for? had not been an sw e re d as 

General Sm ut s' s men went around r e c r u i t i n g  for the second war.

At my home town of Bizana, as I was told the d i s t ri ct  

m a g i s t r a t e  o t h e r w i s e  re fe rre d to as the nat ive  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  bein 

being the g o v e r n m e n t  official in ch ar ge d with the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of what we cal le d nat iv e affairs in the d is tr ct  ca lle d a 

me e t i n g  of chiefs, sub chiefs and all able bodied m en in the 

d i s t r i c t  and informed them about the war, in the cou rse  of 

which he called for v ol a n t e e r s  who were req ui re d to def end  the 

c o un tr y ag ai ns t Hi t le r of Ger ma n y who wa nte d to tak e over the 

c ou nt ry  and place it un der German rule. He urged the people 

of Bizana to join up and de fen d t he ir land. Na tiv e C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

were wont to treat Af ric an s , e s p e c i a l l y  pea sa nt s like 

chi ldren, so when it suited them, the pe as an ts  too beha ved  

to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  like the c h i ld re n he b e l i ev ed  them to be.

In the p r es en t instance the nat iv e c o m m i s s i o n e r  was asking 

the A f r i c a n s  to fight to def en d land of which they had been ro 

robbed d ec ade s earlier. Land they no longer p os ses se d. Land 

f o r c i b l y  taken from them by the white g o v e r n m e n t  of South Africa. 

Why should they help the robbe rs to keep the land?
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T h e r e f o r e  the reply they gave to the na tiv e c o m m i s s i o n e r s  call 

was that they had never met this man Hitler, they d e m a nd ed  

to know from him p e r s o n a l l y  why he wan te d t he i r land. Only 

then would they dec ide  w h e t h e r  to fight him or not. They 

t h e r e f o r e  asked the na tiv e c o m m i s s i o n e r  to wr ite  to Hi tle r 

to tell him to come to Bi zan a so that his cl ai m could be 

c o n s i d e r e d  by the people. To a ch i ld is h ap p ro ac h by the 

nat iv e co m mi s s i o n e r ,  the peo pl e had given a ch il di s h reply, 

but the m e s s a g e  was clear. No vo lu nte ers .

In June 1940 for the w in t e r  hol idays, Pu me l e n e  Mpu mwana, 

one of the st ude nt s at Be dal e Hall asked me to go with him 

to his home at Qumbu in the Transk ei.  His plan was that 

we would take a train from Alice, stop over at King Wi ll ia ms  

town w h ere  he would pick up his sis te r and other 

re l ati ve s. We would then pro c ee d by train to East London 

wh er e he pl an ne d to buy a m o to r v e hi cl e wh ich I wo uld drive 

for him. Indeed we arr ive d at East London where he bo ugh t a 

second hand van known as a Black Mariah, which I drove across 

the Kye River th ro ug h Umtata to Qumbu. I may say I was a 

learner dr iv e r  at best, wi t h o u t  even a learners dri vi ng  

license. The veh ic le  was not in very good co n dit ion , the 

brakes were not w o r k i n g  very well and s o m e w h e r e  in the 

Transkei I ran into a cow, but not much da m ag e was done 

MORE DETAIL
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Wh ile at Qumbu, we at te nd ed  a m ee ti ng  called by the native 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  a tt end ed  by the

He e x p l a i n e d  the pu rp os e of the meeting. There was a war on, 

and the g o v e r n m e n t  wa nt ed  all able bodied men to join 

up and fi ght to de fend the co u n t r y  agai nst  the Germans.

He e m p h a s i s e d  that there was a th rea t from the Japanese.

Those who jo i ne d would be given various a s s ig nm en t s,  some 

would guard imp ort an t i n s t a l l a t i o n s  such as w at er  res evo ir s, 

our station, bri dge s and so on. Others wo uld be sent u p to 

the North of the co nt i n e n t  w he re  f i g h ti ng  was going on and 

others wo uld be d e p l o ye d in ot her areas of service.

Apart from c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of the way they were let down 

after world war 1 the pe opl e of Qumbu had a special g r i e v a n c e  

a g ai ns t the g o v e r n m e n t  which must have been shared by people in 

ot he r d i st ri ct s.  This e m er ge d during q u e s t i o n  time. Two men 

stood up to ask qu es tio ns . The first one wa nt ed to know 

how the peo pl e g u a rd in g i ns t a l l a t i o n s  would be armed,' to which 

the na t iv e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  p r o m pt ly  rep lie d that they wo uld be 

armed each with a shield, a spear and a K no bk err y.  The 

q u e s t i o n e r  went on ... "And" he said "How is the enemy exp ec te d 

to attack the in st al la t i o n s ,  would he be com ing  on vehicles, 

wa l kin g or what?" The reply was that he would most likely 

come by air and drop bombs. To which the q u e s i t o n e r  

c o m m e n t e d  "So if I am there g u a r di ng  a w a te r r e s e v o i r  and I 

see a plane a p p r oa ch in g,  I am e x p e ct ed  to take out my 

k n o b k e r r y  and fling it at the plane in an attem pt to hit it and 

bring it dowd. There was laughing among the people. The
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c o m m i s s i o n e r  did not comment.

A n o t h e r  man stood up and asked how the peo pl e being sent to 

North Af r ic a would be armed, would they also carry a shield, 

a spear and a k no b k e r r y ?  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  a ns we red  that 

for a person going to North Af ric a no arms would be pr ov id ed  

in this country, but that when he is in North Africa

he would be sent a pistol if he needed one. "And so",

c o m m e n t e d  the que si to ne r,  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  "If I am in North 

Afr ic a and I see the enemy ap pr o ac hi ng , I am e x p e c t e d  to write 

a letter to you that mo m e n t  asking you to post to me my pistol 

so that I can defend my s e l f  a ga ins t this a p p r o a c h i n g  enemy".

The laugh ing  was i n t e r ru pt ed  by the sight, the s p e c t a c l e  of 

two very old men who wa lk ed  one behind the other, both bent doubl 

double, both su pp o r t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  on sticks and p r o c e e d i n g  to 

the na tiv e c o m m i s s i o n e r s  table. A r r i vi ng  th ere they said 

they wa nt ed  to join up to def end  the c o u n t r y  ag ai ns t the Germans 

and the Ja pan es e. The crowd was aud i bl y amused. E s p e c i a l l y  

when the na tiv e c o m m i s s i o n e r  was heard e x p l a i n i n g  that he 

t h ou gh t they were too old to join up as if they did not know.

It was at this point that I heard a man sitti ng  next to me in

c o n v e r s a t i o n  with another, and he was saying that they start by 

d e p r i v i n g  us of our f i r e ar ms  and now want us to join up and fight 

with k n o b k e r r i e s .  Never, he said. I f o l l o w e d  up the c om me nt 

and it a p p ea r ed  that s o m e t i m e  e a r l i e r  on the g o v e r n m e n t  had 

ca ll ed on all th ose who p o s s e s s e d  fi re a rm s to have them 

re g i s t e r e d  or licensed. G o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  had gone round 

the pe opl e e x p l a i n i n g  that this was just to r e g u l a r i s e  the 

p o s s e s s i o n  of fi r ea rm s  by individ ual s.
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In fact the int ent io n was to ena bl e the g o v e r n m e n t  to di s ar m the 

p eople c o m p l e t e l y  for some time later an or der  was issued 

cal lin g for the handing in of all fir ea rm s and by this time it 

was known who were in p o s s e s s i o n  of fi rea rm s. Th ere was 

no a l t e r n a t i v e  but to s u r r e n d e r  the weapo ns.  There was much 

b i t t e r n e s s  about this, hence the c om men t about the peo pl e being 

fi rst d i s a r m e d  or at any rate d e p ri ve d  of th eir  f i r ea rm s  and 

then asked to join up and fight with spears.

Apart from the o p p o r t u n i t y  to be pr es en t at a r e c r u i t i n g  meeting, 

relat ed to a war that was to cha nge  much of the world, my 

p r e se nc e at Qumbu exp o se d me to two e x p e r i e n c e s  wh ich I was 

never to forget. One of th es e was that I en te red  for a dri v in g 

test and being succe ss ful  I ob ta in ed  my first ever dr iv ing  

license. The o th er e x p e r i e n c e  was inf in t el y far less pleasant.

We hadWe had arri ved  at M p u m w a n a s  co u n t r y  home from East London 

in the e v e n i n g  and I was al lo c a t e d  one of the huts as my bedroom. 

In the m i d d l e  of the night I woke up choking, su ff o ca ti ng , 

g as pi ng  d e s p e r a t e l y  for breath. S o m e t h i n g  had hap pe n ed  to me.

I was f i g h t i n g  for my life. I had to c o n c e n t r a t e  all my mental 

and physical ene rg y in the st ru g gl e for breath. I had never 

had this e x p e r i e n c e  and knew of no one who had. Was there

so m et hi ng  wrong with that room? Was th ere  some inv is i bl e thing 

in the room? What was it? I kept asking my se lf  as the night, 

pitch dark d r ag ge d on int erm i na bl y.  Th ere was no e l e c t r i c  light 

no lantern or candle, or m a tc he s  in the room. T h r o u g h o u t  

my eyes were wide open, but I could see a b s o l u t e l y  nothing.
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I was li ste ni ng  intently for the sound of a human voice, so that 

I could shout for help, but the only sound was the w h e e z i n g  

and bu zz i ng  in my chest as I battled for breath. It took ages 

b efore the first hint of dawn began to cr eep f a i nt ly  into 

the room. I stared hard, my eyes roll ing  rounnd and sw e ep in g the 

walls, the floor, the roof, to find s om et h i n g  w h a t e v e r  it was 

that had e n g i n e e r e d  this f e r o c i o u s  attack on me.

As da rk n e s s  gave way to more light I d e t e ct ed  a ma r gi n of 

g r e y c o v e r i n g  the first to 2 feet of the wall, su g g e s t i n g  that 

the wall was given to d a m p n e s s  during the rainy season. In the 

ab s enc e of any other, this was at least a pl au si ble , if quite 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  e xp la n a t i o n .  Af ter  all it was highly u nl ik e l y  tha 

that this was the first room af fl ic te d  with damp walls that I 

had s 1ept i n .

Soon I could make out that the people in the o th er  huts were 

up aNd about, I sta gg er ed  out of the room, barely able to 

walk 5 paces w it ho ut  having to stop and rest, for to walk meant 

d i v e r t i n g  en e rg y res ou r ce s ess ential for the b r e a t h i n g  and 

tended to p r e c i p i t a t e  a crisis. As I left the room som eon e 

saw me and help soon fol low ed . As the m o r n i n g  wore on I 

improved s u f f i c i e n t l y  to be able to drive the black Ma ria h to 

Umtata to see a Do cto r n a t u r a l l y  my fri end  a c c o m p a n i e d  me.

Driv ing  like w a lk in g took up ene rgy  and w o r s e n e d  my cond iti on . 

W h e n e v e r  th ere  was a str ai g ht  run of the road I took a rest by 

leaning on the s tee ri ng wheel of the mo v in g vehicle.

The Do c to r upon e x a m i n i n g  me told me I was s uf f er in g from asthma.
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"Asthma, what is asthma?" I asked I had never heard of the word. 

The Do ct or  e x p l a i n e d  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  asthma, still in my 

mind spelt Asma from Bro nc hi ti s.  At my r eq ue st he spelt 

the word for me, wr i tin g it down on a piece of paper, Asthma, 

a str an ge  and u n p r o n o u n c e a b l e  word, I though t. I was to 

learn in later years that it was as s t ra ng e and u n p r e d i c t a b l e  

as the c o n d i t i o n  it desc ribed, for I was to learn that 

it was a c o n d i t i o n  not a de s e a s e  that medical scie nc e did not 

know why it ocurred. That it did not b e li ev e  in ma kin g 

a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  except that its f a v o u r i t e  time for la unc hi ng  attack 

was under co ver  of da r kn es s while the u n s u s p e c t i n g  vi cti m 

was fast asleep. The do c to r was unsure as to what had 

pr o vo ke d the attack, but he did say that many peo pl e su ffe re d 

from the ailm ent  and lived t h ro ugh  to old age wh ich was 

re a s s u r i n g  if hard to believe, given the e x p e r i e n c e  I had had.

In a search for p o s s ib le  causes I r eca lle d the night we spent in 

East London on our way from Fort Hare. It was an e x t r e m e l y  cold 

{night and we were packed about 8 of us into a small room 

which could ba rel y take an extra person. B ec au se  of the cold 

w e a t h e r  the door had to be kept shut. W h a t e v e r  wi nd o w  there 

was had to be kept closed for the same reason. So m e o n e  was tryin 

to light up a Primus stove in re ad in e ss  for c oo ki ng  as well 

as to heat up the room. She would pump the stove then light 

it and it wo uld burn for a short wh ile  and then su dd en ly  

blow out, e m i t ti ng  huge heavy fumes of gas which fil le d the

room. Choking, I would leave the room and stand s h iv er i ng

in the bi tt e r  cold o u ts i de  until I felt be tt er  after ta k in g in 

some fresh air. I would then re enter the room. This ha ppe ne d

several times that night and for the first time I felt uneasy

with my br ea th ing . The fumes were a f f e c t i n g  my chest and that
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was the day we left of the Transkei

The room in which we were a c c o m o d a t e d  wad one of h un dre ds  of

t e m p o r a r y  str uc tu re s put up by individual fa mi li es  in a

part of East London set aside for o c c u p a t i o n  by Afr ica ns ,

w he re t he se  str uc t ur es  served the pu r po se s of sh e lte r pending

the p r o v i s i o n  of bet te r h ou sin g by the au th or i ti es . On

r e f l e c t i o n  I was left in no doubt that it was the night in

East London that p r e d i s p o s e d  me to as th m a t i c  attacks.

Indeed for many years after I i de nti fi ed among many unk now n

ones for my asthma. First low alt itudes, in p a r t i c u l a r  the

coastal areas. Second e x p o s u r e  in cold weathe r,  r es ul t i n g  in

my a c t u al ly  f ee li ng  cold and third, fumes or smoke includi ng

c i g a r e t t e  smoke. Loo kin g at p h o t o g r a p h s  taken of me i mm ed i at el y

be for e and after the Qumbu attack, I saw two very d i f f e r e n t

people. The one round faced and h ea v il y built, the other

bony, gr og gy  and s t r i k i n g l y  lean. A public rel at i on s agency

could have put out an a t t r a c t i v e  bef or e and after a d v e r t i s e m e n t

for his p ri nci ple . It could go so me th in g like this:

K 8 K X K H S 8 X X 8 K X N K X P X

FOR LOSS OF WE I GH T 

FOR REALLY RAPID RESULTS

TAKE A S T H M A ____

IT'S A MA S TE R 

IT WON'T TAKE LONG 

YOU CAN'T GO WRONG

Before Qumbu I p a r t i c i p a t e d  inany sport in p a r t i c u l a r  soccer, 

cric ke t at hl et ics , tennis, boxing. I could have i m Ijefl



played rugby, but I hadd no e n t h u s i a s m  for it exc ep t as a 

spe ctator. By the time I re tur ne d to Fort Hare at the 

end of the June holidays, I had lost my c a p a c i t y  to play 

soccer, crick et,  take part in a th l eti cs and of course 

there was ne i t h e r  tennis or boxing at Fort Hare.

I could not sprint be yond some th irt y me tre s w it ho ut  

pr o vo k i n g  an asthma attack. In ad di ti on  for no ap pa re nt  

rhyme or reason, c e r t a i n l y  no p r o v o c a t i o n  on my part, I 

f r e q u e n t l y  came under v io len t attacks of asthma which 

had a n e g a t i v e  effect on my being and on my work g e n e r a l l y  

and which added to my f r u s t r a t i o n  with m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a poor 

physics le ct ure r served to make my second year deg ree  

co urs e und ul y heavy.

1940 was however, not e n t i r e l y  w it h o u t  sunshine. For 

all that I felt about the way that he hand le d his maths,

Bill M ur do c h was always the subj ect  of amused comment.

"Mr Kum al o (Fict. name)" He would pou nc e on any of us 

d e m a n d i n g  an answer to a q ue st i o n  he had put. He would say 

this with a loud strong nasal voice, always plac ing  a heavy 

and a g g r e s s i v e  accent on the first sy ll a b l e  of each word. 

Kumalo gives a wrong answer. "Fool" M ur d oc h would shout, 

"you", t u rn in g on the stud en t sitting next to Kumalo - 

wrong ans we r - "Stupid" he roars back, "You", po in ti ng  

t h r e a t e n i n g l y  at the next one. Wrong ans we r - "Idiot" 

and to the next one "you". Wrong an s w er  still. "You came to 

the wrong Fort"
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Fort Hare was one fort, t he re  was another, Fort Beaufort, 

a small town to the west town of Alice. There was a lunatic 

asy lu m near Fort Bea uf ort . A cc or d i n g  to Bill M ur do ch  this 

stude nt  was mad and should have gone to Fort B e a u fo r t 

instead of go ing to Fort Hare.

Mr Moahe was one of two studen ts ta kin g a maths co urs e 

with Mr M urd och . One m o rn in g  he was sitti ng  in his class 

room wa i t i n g  for Mr M u rd oc h and the ot he r student. Mr 

Mur d oc h came in, wal ked  up to his desk, tur ne d round and 

looking at Mr Moahe over his sp ec tac les , as he was in the habit

doing. He kept quiet for some time just looking

at Mr Moahe and Mr M oa he  looking back at him and w a n d e r i n g  

what was going on. Then Mr Mu rd oc h  broke the si le nce  and the 

te n sio n ; "Where is the other idiot?" he asked. Bill 

Mu r doc h was full of this type of joke and even when he became 

fe r oc i o u s  in class as o c a s s i o n a l l y  he did the incid ent  vanis hed  

from his mind as soon as it was over and so we liked Bill

M u rd oc h who like many ot her lecturers later be ca me a P r o f e s s o r

of m a t h e m a t i c s .

Th ere were two very p r o m i n e n t  and po p u l a r  Af ri ca n m e mb er s 

of the staff at Fort Hare. P r o f e s s o r  DDT Jabavu was the 

first Af r i c a n  to be ap po i n t e d  a P r o f e s s o r  at Fort Hare.

J o cu la r and so ci ab le  and around 60 years of age he was a man of 

the people. He held a de g re e in B a t c h e l o r  of Arts,
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be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from its South A fr ic an  e qu iv a le nt , such 

as a BA fro m the U n i v e r s i t y  of South Afr ic a or Cape Town or 

any ot her  u n i v e r s i t y  in South Africa. This was b ec au se  he was 

the fi rst Af r i c a n  in South Africa to obtain a London U n i v e r s i t y  

deg ree  and was still the only one at the time of our studies 

at Fort Hare. The fuss about w h e t h e r  one held a London or 

South Af r i c a n  de gre e arouse from the fact that to q u a li fy  for a B 

BA was very rare for A f r i ca ns  in the first insta nce  largely 

b ec au se  they could not afford the cost of u n i v e r s i t y  ed u c a t i o n  an 

and for A f r i c a n s  this was not a g o v e r n m e n t  re s p o n s i b i l i t y .

P r o f e s s o r  ZK Matthew s,  y o u n g e r  than P r o f e s s o r  Jabavu 

but well into his fifties, held the ho no ur  of being the first £-Ui 

student to g r a d u a t e  from Fort Hare after which he ob t ai ne d 

deg re es from ot her u n i v e r s i t i e s  over seas, inc lu din g a law 

degree. I am not sure w h e t h e r  the latter was ob ta i n e d  in 

South A fr i c a  or abroad. He was of a less col our fu l mode than 

P r o f e s s o r  Jabavu but had an e qu all y f r i e n d l y  d is po s i t i o n .

Ma t th ew s was p r o f o u n d l y  intelle ctu al and well informed. He 

e x c e r g i s e d  a t r e m e n d o u s  in flu en c e among the students.

The two lectured in Bantu languages and na tive a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

r e s p e c t i v e l y , but one of them may have done also social 

a n t h r o p o l o g y  CHECK. Their subje cts  were c e r t a i n l y  p op ula r 

among the students.

Music was not among the su bje cts  ta u gh t at Fort Hare, nor did 

it seem to en joy much po p u l a r  a c t i vi ty  on the part of the
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of the stu dents. There were h ow ev er  a few singing groups 

be fore our time. There were famous singers such as Will 

Nkomo and Mr ( ) Jordan. During our days the best singers 

were Miss Tristy Tsewau iater m ar ri ed  to Joe Mukwena, 

h im sel f a very keen singer and Velius Bam, one of the 

senior st ude nt s, Mr Bikitch e,  put t o g e t h e r  a small c o ll e ge  

choir and Be d al e Hall for med  its own do u ol e q u ar te t which 

became pr e t ty  well known and more than once br oa d c a s t

s p i r i t u a l s  over the G r a h a m s t o w n  radio station. It also 

t r a v e l l e d  around the A li ce  area holdi ng  concerts.

The m e m b e r s  of this group were Joe M uk we na  T Mbalo, Kobus

Letlaka, Kironde, S o s t e n i s e  Mo kg ok on g,  Vilius Bam and

myself. For the pu rp os es  of the con cer ts , Pu me le le

m e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r  was the manag er.  Mr P i ki tc he s choir

and the Bed al e Hall Qu a r t e t  offe red  me the first o p p o r t u n i t y  sine

since I left Holy Cross of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in singing. For all 

the five years I spent at St Peters the c ho ir mas te rs  

c o m p l e t e l y  ignored me, but it was du rin g my years at Fort Hare 

that I got s om et hi ng  which m e m b e r s h i p  of a th ou s a n d  choirs 

at St Peters would never have given me. On my way to Bizana 

for ho lidays, I would stop the night at King W i l l ia ms  town to 

make a train c o n n e c t i o n  on the f o l l o w i n g  day. On one of these 

oc a ss i o n s  w hi le in King W i l l i a m s T o w n  I heard there was to be a 

c o nc er t at a school nearby. I n a t u r a l l y  took the o p p o r t u n i t y  

to attend the concert. I sat among the aud ie nc e anda listened 

to what in my view was a won de r fu l r e n d e r i n g  of the song 

'The Sea an d its Pearls' by the school choir. The Principal 

of the school was a Mr M a g o b i y a n a  and he was c o n d u c t i n g  the
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the choir. At the end of the p e r f o r m a n c e  to which I had 

listened spell bound. I ’J went up to Mr M a g o b i y a n a  

and asked him how he ma n a g e d  to p r od uc e such be aut if ul voices, 

e s p e c i a l l y  sopr an o voices. He said to me, "You should aim 

at p r o d u c i n g  a r es ona nt  s ono rou s rich voice" three words 

which stuck in my mind and were to prove in va lu ab l e in after 

y e a r s .

C A S S E T T E  14 TAPE 26

I re tu rn ed  to Bizana for the C hr is t m a s  ho li da ys  and spent much 

time p l o u g h i n g  in the milli fields be f or e vis i ti ng  Holy Cross 

to have my asthma at ten de d to as well as to report on the 

pr og re ss  of my studies. I h o s p i t a l i s e d  for ob se rv a t i o n ,  during 

which I was told TB had been di ag no s ed . Soon after r et ur ni ng  

to Fort Hare, however, I receiv ed word from Dr Drew, the HOly 

Cross hospi tal  s u p e r i n t e n d a n t  that the TB di ag n o s i s  was an error. 

Good News. There was more more good news, James Da vi ds on  

our p hy si cs lectur er  was back at Fort Hare and would surely 

see us t hr ou gh  our final year. One day in S e p t e m b e r  of that 

yea r 1941, the tranquil a t m o s p h e r e  of the Fort Hare campus was 

sh a tt e r e d  when news spread that the c o l l e g e  b o a rd in g ma s te r 

had b r u t a l l y  as sau lt ed  an A fr ica n wo man w or ki ng  under 

him in the kitchen. He had kicked and beaten her up 

a c co rd in g to the reports. I knew t her e were Af r i c a n  women 

help ing  to p r ep ar e and serve our meals and I did not know
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the name of any of them or the name or age of the vi cti m 

of the b o a rd in g m a st er s outrage. I did not care to know, 

none of the studen ts did. She was c e r t a i n l y  so meo nes  sister 

or m o t h e r  or wife, did the3 bo ar di ng  ma s t e r  think that she 

was his slave, not a lady e n t i tl e d to respect, like all 

other wo m en ? Would he have kicked and beaten up his 

sister or m o t h e r  or wife? An agi ta te d stud ent  body m ee ti ng  

in twos and threes and more were p ut t in g these q u es ti on s  

to one an o h t e r  as they d e m an de d i mm ed ia t e d i s c i p l i n a r y  action 

by the aut h or it ie s.

That e v e n i n g  the studen ts as se mb le d at an e m e r g e n c y  general meeti 

int in the C.U. and vent t he ir  nager and de ci de  on the course 

of action ot be taken. At the end of a pr ol o n g e d  and a 

heated d i s c u s si on , the m e et in g d e ci de d on a bo yc o tt  of 

lectures which would c o n t i n u e  until the c o ll eg e au t h o r i t i e s  

took d i s c i p l i n a r y  action agai nst  the bo ar di ng  master.

The co n d u c t  of the boycott, its results and how it ended will 

be d i s c u s s e d  at a later stage.

During the year  I had been s u ff er in g  from a st hm a t i c  attacks 

of vary ing  de gr ees  of severity, but none so i n c o n v e n i e n t  as 

the one which oc ur r ed  du rin g my final Bsc ex am i n a t i o n s .

We had done all the m a t h e m a t i c s  papers and had star ted  the 

physi cs  papers, when the attack oc cur red . This was u n f o r t ­

unate in the e xt re me  and I could feel that I was at much less tha 

than my best, ixwax Each attack wo uld n o r m al ly  take about 

three days be fo re  it began to weaken, and so my wh ol e physics 

eff or t was u nd er min ed .
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The upshot of it all was when the results of the exams 

were a nn oun ced , Joe M uk we na  had o b t a i n e d  a Double First 

in M a t h e m a T I C S  and Physics - that was ex pected, but in my 

case I had o b t ai ne d a First class pass in m a t h e m a t i c s  

only and not as owuld have been e x p e ct ed  in both Majors.

Had I o b t a i n e d  a Double First Class, my fu tur e mi gh t taken 

ra the r a d i f f e r e n t  course. It was p r a ct ic e for scie nce  

s tud ent s who obt ai ne d a First Class to be awar ded  a 

s c h ol ar sh i p,  a two year one, to take an a dva nce d co urs e 

at Cape Town Un ive r si ty . Joe M uk we na did not take that 

option, but was instead off ere d an as s is t a n t  l e c t u re sh ip  at 

Fort Hare. I would c e r t a i n l y  have acc ep te d the o f fer  of 

a s c h o l a r s h i p  at the u n i v e r s i t y  of Cape Town. In the 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  however, there was no cha nge  in my plans.

And the plan was to return to Fort Hare in 1942 to study 

for the U N I V E R s i t y  E du ca ti on  Diploma. A post de gr ee  te ac hi ng  

c er ti f i c a t e .  For that purpose, ac co r d i n g  to the procdure,

I had to find a s e c o n d a r y  school which would accept me for 

p r a ct ic e t ea ch i n g  for 6 weeks, be for e I began my UED course 

at Fort Hare. I ap pl i ed  to St Peters sc on da r y school for the 

p u rp os e of this six weeks p r a c t ic e t e a c h i n g  and was accep ted  

F ol lo w i n g  the end of the 1941 ac ad em ic  year  at Fort Hare I 

p ro ce e d e d  to J o h a n n e s b u r g  and was at St Peters as the new 

school term op ene d at the b eg in n i n g  of 1942.

On arrival in J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  we found there was an en or mo us  

interest in the stu den t strike that had taken place at Fort 

Hare. The pro te s t action was the first of its kind at Fort 

H a r e ,
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and be c a u s e  of the el em en t of race in the incident which gave 

rise to it the student action had po litical im pl i ca ti on s 

on a c o u n t r y  wide scale and became a subj ect  of interest 

among parents, f ir st ly and se c on dl y pol i ti ci an s.

Many pe opl e that we met were eager to know what had ha ppe ne d 

and w h e t h e r  as a re sult of the strike any stude nts  had 

been v i c t i m i s e d  by the a u th or it ie s.  Among the first people 

I met was W al t e r  Sisulu. I recall how very i nt ere st ed he was 

in the d e v e l o p m e n t s  that had taken place in Fort Hare. I 

met him several times after this and got to know him 

very well. Others I met included Dan Tlo ome  then s e cr et ar y 

as what was known as The Council For Non E ur ope an  Trade Unions, 

I recall also Trade U ni on i s t s  Dan Khoza and Sef Mamporu.

These and many others tu rne d out to be involved at the 

cen tr e of the pedtyhhMrl str ug g le  aga ins t po litical ec o no mi c  

and social in jus ti ce  in South Africa.

It was this q u a l i t y  which drew me to them and them to me, for 

I had been involved at the ce ntr e of a student prot es t 

action a ga in st in ju st ice  which had polit ic al,  ec o no m i c  and 

social i mp li cat io ns.  Look ing  back I can see quite c le arl y 

that if there was a si ngle event wh ich launched me on the 

road to u l t im at e  i n v o l ve me nt  at the heart of South A fr ica n 

pol itics, it was an assau lt on an A fr i c a n  woman by her white 

e m p l o y e r  in a kitch en  at Fort Hare.

This makes it d e s i r e g b l e  that I should re co un t  in gr e a t e r
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detail the events that f o l l ow ed  that assault, and in 

p a r t i c u l a r  how the strike action came to be ca lle d off as 

it u l t i m a t e l y  was. As to the t e a c h i n g  during the assign ed 

period of six weeks, I found c o n s i d e r a b l e  f ul fi lm en t.  I 

e n jo ye d the e x c e ri se  and I felt I had got off to a good start 

as a p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r  of the te ac h i n g  pr of es s io n. .

This was the more so b ec au se  of what I c o n s i d e r e d  to be the 

p o s i ti ve  r es po n s e  of the s tud ent s in the clas ses  at wh ose 

e x pe ns e I was pr a ct is in g.  The various staff me m b e r s  who 

sat in dur ing  my lessons were e v i d e n t l y  e qu al ly  sa tisfied, 

and at the end of the period I was glad to return to Fort Hare 

for the t h e o r e t i c a l  aspect of the t e a c h i n g  diploma.

Among the joys of this e x c e r s i e  was the access I had to a choir, 

limited th o u gh  this was. Among the class periods on the 

school ti me ta bl e , was one mar ke d s i n g i n g 1, which took place 

once a week for each of the forms 1,2, and 3. I was a ssi gn ed one 

of these period, form 2 I think it was. To be back at 

St Peters c o n d u c t i n g  a ch oir h ow ev e r small and ju ni or  

was most sa tis f yi ng . In the same c l a s s r o o m  for man y years 

Mr Mat ch upe , the St Peters choir m a s t e r  had t r a i n e d  the school 

choir wh ile  I listened and w a tc he d from outside, my voice 

un wan ted . Ne ver mind. Wh ile at Fort Hare dur ing  my degree 

cou r se  I had tau ght  at a Sunday School which had a role of aobut 

10 kids and amon gst  ot her things I made them sing. , At Holy 

Cross, du rin g one of my h ol id ays  from Fort Hare, I had arrived 

to find that Arch Deacon Fat her  Leary was r e t i ri ng  after many 

years of m i s s i o n a r y  work in Eastern Po ndoland.
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res i dent

wh ere he o p e ra te d as Holy Cross as his base, it may even be 

that he f o un de d the m is si on  CHECK. I pro p os ed  a farewell 

co n cer t in his honour, For the p ur po se  I formed a ch oir 

among the nurses of the Holy Cross Hos pital, and was allowed 

to take over the school choir. I c o m p o s e d  three songs for 

the oc ass io n, one for the nurses, and two for the school choir, 

and of co u r s e  ap poi nt ed  my s e l f  c o n d u c t o r  for both choirs.

The school ch oir ex ce l l e d  itself, a w a k e n e i n g  from many years 

of slumber. Indeed for the first time that year, the Holy Cross 

M i s s i o n  school choir took first place in the Annual Schools 

Si n gin g C o m p e t i t i o n s .  Having c o m p l e t e d  my a s s i g n m e n t  I 

ret u rn ed  to Fort Hare.

It was the p r a ct ic e at the be gi n n i n g  of the year  for the 

s tu den ts  of Bedale Hall to elect a Head St ud en t for the 

re s id e n t s  as well as a c om mit te e, a r es id en ts  c o m m i t t e e  to 

help the war de n with the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the r e si de nt s 

as well as liaise bet wee n him and the students. These 

f u n c t i o n s  were ma i nl y the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the Head Stud ent  

acting in c o n s u l t a t i o n  with the co mm it tee . I found on 

arrival that the el ec t i o n s  had not been held for the year  1942 

pend in g my return. This was e x t r e m e l y  unusual, not least 

bec a us e the dut ies  of a Head Stu den t could have been hand led  

by an yb ody  and it was d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d w h y  the e l ec ti on s 

should be held b ack for weeks, but I was informed that the 

reason was that it was pro pse d to have me e le ct ed  as Head

Student. I felt it was ra the r a n u i s a n c e  but did not c o n s i d e r

it worth my wh ile  to of fer any r e s i s t e n c e  and indeed when the

m e et in g was held I was e le ct ed  u n a ni mo us ly , t o g e t h e r  with
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with a c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  of Mr Kobus, Mr Inre, Mr Ntsu 

M o k h e h l e  and Mr Rhoda.

I found my ta^k as Head S tu d en t w ho l l y  u n b u r d e n s o m e  

what with the wi l l i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  of e v e r y o n e  involved and 

r e la ti on s being very good among the r es id e n t s  and between 

them and the warden, as well as co op er a t i o n  among the m em ber s 

of the co m mit tee . O c a s s i o n a l l y  of co urs e there were small 

hitches of no real c o n s e q u e n c e  which re qu ir e d that the 

warden should give e x p l a n a t i o n s  on m at t er s of c o m p l a i n t  

to a me e t i n g  of the st udents. This often ha pp en ed  if over some 

m a tt er s raised I failed to reach a gr e e m e n t  with him, or 

upon r e f e r r i n g  the m a t t e r  to the c o m m i t t e e  he led the 

c o m m i t t e e  and th ere was still no s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c l u s i o n
%

reach ed  in that event we wo uld in vit e him to speak to the s t u d e n t ^  

d i r e c t l y  and he was ever w i ll in g to do so. The only p r ob le m  

was that the Bis ho p did not be li ev e that his views once they 

were made  should be q u e s t i o n e d  or o t h e r w i s e  ch all en ge d.

Every so often, if I was d e b at in g an issue with him wh er e wh 

we held d i f f e r e n t  views, he would remind me that 50 years 

p r e v i o u s l y  he would never q u e s ti o n or o t h e r w i s e  c h a l l e n g e  

the d e c i s i o n  of his Don in Oxford, Engl and  and once he took 

this view he e x p ec te d  that the m at t e r  would be seen by us as 

being over but we w o u l d n ' t  be able to c o n v i o c e  the students 

so we would ask him to go and state the po s it i o n  to them in 

the e x p e c t a t i o n  that he would give them the n e ce s s a r y  

e x p l a n a t i o n s .  This is e x a c t l y  what he wo uld not do.


