On July 18th, Nel sons Rohi hl ahl a Mandel a
cel ebrated his 65th birthday in Poll smoor
Prison in (Cape Town. On August 5th, Nel son

Mandel a wi || have spent 21 of these years in
prison - 20 of which were spent on Robben
I sl and.

Nel son Mandel a i s an unchal | engeabl e

| eader of the South African people. Internat-
ered and nanmed after himat Leeds Univers-

ity; the cities of Athens, Rome and d asgow
conferred on himthe Freedomof the City;

the J ammi can workers have called their study
groups the Nel son Mandel a Study Semi nars;
student hostels and public places and squares
have been nanmed after him painters, artists
and scul ptors have used Nel son Mandel a as a
tmodel f This expl ai ns why the canpai gn for

the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a, a canpai gn

whi ch includes all political prisoners in South
7 Africa, has assuned greatersigniiicance and
an international dinmension.

Only recently we received i nformation

about the conditions in which Mandel a and

five bther Rivonia trial prisoners are being
kept at Pollsmoor Prison. It should be re-
menbered that Mandel a, Sisulu, Ml aba ands

M angeni Were noved from Robben |sl and

" to Pollsnoor in April 1982. Sone tine |ater,
Moeki, Mbdtsoal edi and Kat hrada were al so
transferred there. This means that all seven
Rivonia trial prisoners who were on Robben

I sland are now in Pollsmor on the mainl and
According to our information, Mandel a

is being kept in a cell with five Gthers. W (10
not know who they are, but the inplication

is that at | east one Rivonia plisoner has been
separated fromthe others, and is possibly
being held in solitary confinement.

Mandel a is reported to have said:

tilt is nowclear to ne that we were
transferred for the purpose of further

puni shnrent and harassnent ?

Thi s means:

7 1" They are now kept fromthe other pris-
oners, and can see only the sky fromtheir
cells; the prisoners are not taken outside at
ionally, he is regarded as such. He has received all, and have no possibility of wal ks, a
s they

many i nternational awards; the Jawaharl a

Nehru Award in India; a doctorate fromthe
[Imvergitv nf’ lenthn: a narticle was di scov-
had on the Island; they are expected to exer-
cise in their cells; they have to study inside
the cell with the five other prisoners.



east .

k Mandel a and his conrades are not al -

owed to buy sports equi prent, even though

:he Brigadier in charge is the sanme one who
avas in charge of sport on Robben Island.

vl andel a had to undergo an operation on his
"ight toe for the renoval of the toenail, be-
:ause for nmonths he had been wearing the
wrong sized shoe and was not allowed to

ny a pair that fitted him

i On Robben Island they saw filns twi ce

a Week, but in Pollsmor they have been
shown two silent filnms made in the thirties,
that is, in eight nonths. These were shown
intheir cells and not in a common hall as
was the case on the Island. The officer com
mandi ng refused to receive a nmenorandum

in which the prisoners could file their com
plaints to be forwarded to a higher authority.
We are far from suggesting that things

were igoodi on Robben Island, but Poll snmoor
is a hell on earth. This is the reality facing
political prisoners in South Africa. After
nore than two decades of incarceration, these
men are not only still in prison, but they are
bei ng kept in rmuch worse conditions than
they had on Robben Island before their re-
noval .

Once again, the international comunity

nmust play its role and ensure that these new
barbarities get maxi mum publicity. Letters
to the Oficer Commandi ng; Poll snobor Max-

i mum Security Prison; P.B.X 4; Tokai 7966;
South Africa, and to the Conm ssioner of
Prisons in Pretoria, can help to bring about
i mprovenents. Mandel a and his conrades

are suffering new deprivations as a result of
these disabilities.

Mandel a and Qur Struggle

Mandel ais spirit is very much alive in the
ANC, and anpbng our people in general. The
very fact that the Freedom Charter, in whose
of this. - .

Cat sha But hel ezi has taken a nmore anti -
popul ar stance, whereas Bishop Tutu is nov-
ing in the right direction. Not that we agree
with everything Tutu says and does. W

m ght agree with Tutu when he says that
Mandel a is destined to be the first black
Prime Mnister in South Africa, but when he
says this will take place in five years, we are
forced to query his over-optimsm

Si nce 1980-81 the ANC has stepped up

its political and nilitary offensive, attacking
fuel storage tanks, and so on. The nessage
was clear: racist South Africais dependence
on oil inmports was enphasi sed and a warni ng
nmade to those who viol ate sanctions agai nst
South Africa. The burning of the racist flag
in 1980 and the hoisting Of the ANC flag is
anot her exanpl e. \Wat about the denon-
strations by the Col oured and I ndi an youth
in 19807

The ANC i ntroduced a new elenment in

the Soweto uprising, nanely the conbination
of armed struggle with unarnmed denon-
strations. The incident involving the arrest
and execution of Sol omon Mahl angu - the

hero of the revolution - was directly conn-
ected with this process.

These devel oprments point to a change



in the weapons used;to a determ ned attenpt

at parity in strength; to a shift in the relation-
ship of contending forces, a shift in our
favour - a characteristic feature of the pres-
ent stage of our struggle. The very fact that
ANC guerrilla units have been active inside
South Africa for |longer periods of time indic-
ates a shift in our forns and nethods of op-
eration _ a higher stage in our armed oper-
ations. i

The recent attack on Pretoria, in which

the eneny suffered heavy | osses, is a signa

of greater things to cone.

This is how we cel ebrate Mandel ais birth

day - by putting his theories, ideals and
aspirations into practice.



